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The fall issue of the California Chess Journal is the first to be 
produced on our new quarterly schedule. We welcome our new 
production manager, John Peterson, and membership secretary, 
Diane Peterson, to the team. Please direct subscription, renewal 
and circulation questions to one of them at the number and 
address listed on the masthead. 


The most recent CalChess leadership transition is now com- 
plete. Richard Koepcke is the new president, Hans Poschmann 
is his vice-president, and the two Mikes, Arné and Splane, are 
our secretary and treasurer respectively. Vince McCambridge 
and Eric Schiller were elected to the governing body and special 
appointees Art Wang and Robert Tanner also join the existing 
board. We are gratified that so many fresh faces have commit- 
ted to donating their ideas, time, and energies to the promotion 
of chess in Northern California. 


The continued return of top-flight chess to our area is well 
documented in this issue. Tournaments such as the US Open 
and CalChess/Mechanics' series are dreams come true for many 
of us. It is probably no coincidence that strong players such as 
Walter Shipman, Jeremy Silman, John Donaldson and Elliot 
Winslow have all taken up residence in San Francisco recently. 
Area stalwarts such as Guillermo Rey, Mike Arné and Eric Schiller 
have already begun to capitalize on this trend by putting to- 
gether international rating tournaments and, from what I hear, 
more events are in the works. 


This was one of the last remaining pieces to the puzzle of 
how to return Northern California to chess prominence. Our 
talented players will now have more opportunities to compete 
and this will undoubtedly inspire others. As our young players 
mature they will be given the chance to play against and learn 
from international caliber players. This will no doubt speed their 
development immeasurably. 


Continued on page 27 
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Alex Conquers at Concord 


Yermioliinsky Wuns U.S. Open 


Grandmaster Alex Yermolinsky has won 
the 1995 U.S. Open Chess Championship, 
which concluded in the wee hours of the 
morning. Yermolinsky took the title with 
a convincing last round win over Interna- 
tional Master Larry Kaufman of Florida. 


Yermolinsky's final score was 10.5- 
1.5. Tied for second with 9.5-2.5 were 
Ronald Burnett, David Gliksman, Interna- 
tional Master Walter Shipman, and Eugene 
Perelshteyn. They were followed by Gre- 
$ory Hjorth, Larry Remlinger, Omar 
Cartagena, John Curdo, Richard Kelson, 
Isaak Margulis, and Grandmaster Arnold 
Denker with 9-3. 


Following them with 8.5-3.5 were 
Lawrence Kaufman, Mikha Perelshteyn, 
Reynaldo Del Pilar, Narek Seferjan, Tho- 
mas Wolski, James Schuyler, Roman Levit, 
Selby Anderson, Richard Koepcke, Sunil 
Weeramantry, Gregory Shahade, Roger 
Poehlmann, Frank Say, Steven Jacobi, 
Charles Gelman, Henry Terrie, and 
Rodolfo Zapata. 


The leading player with 8-4 was 
Vladislov Federov of St. Petersberg, Rus- 
sia. Federov tied with 20 other players. 


The final round top board results: 
Yermolinsky defeated Kaufman, Remlinger 
drew Shipman, Cartagena drew Kelson, 
Eugene Perelshteyn defeated Federov, 
Seferjan lost to Burnett, Say lost to 
Gliksman, Kramer lost to Hjorth, Curdo 
defeated C. Bill Jones, Mikha Perelshteyn 
drew Koepcke, Loal Davis lost to Margulis, 
Zapata defeated Shaknazarov, and 
Reynaldo Del Pilar defeated Sharon 
Burtman. 


The top story of this event and the 
thing for which this tournament will be 
remembered concerned none of the above. 
Rather, it concerned two girls in their mid- 
teens who terrorized their older male op- 
ponents throughout this tournament. 
They became known as the “Two 
Jennie’s”. 

The oldest of the two, Jennie 
Frenklakh, aged 15, of Monterey, Califor- 
nia, swept through the first five rounds of 
the tournament with a score of 5-0, while 


at the same time the established grand- 
masters and masters all lost or $ave up 
draws to lesser rated opponents. During 
her sweep, Jennie Frenklakh defeated 
three masters in a row, Richard Keopcke 
(2310), Frank Say (2270) and James 
Schuyler (2346). At the end of five rounds, 
Jennie was in the lead of the tournament, 
tied with only Omar Cartagena, who him- 
self had arrived in the country from the 
Philippines only one week earlier and was 
also unknown. 


In round six, Jennie drew an unevent- 
ful game against Cartagena. However, in 
round seven, just after all of Jennie’s games 
up to that point were first published in the 
tournament bulletins, Senior Master 
Gliksman came well prepared for Jennie’s 
London System and quickly ground her 
down, thereby ending Jennie’s amazing 
streak. After that, Jennie faded back into 
the pack, lost three more games to mas- 
ters, and finished with a score of 7.5-5.5. 


Just as Jennie was fading, the “Other 
Jennie”, namely Jennifer Shahade, aged 
14, of Philadelphia, rose to prominence. 
Jennifer Shahade had been overlooked 
during the early part of the tournament, 
and with good reason, because she lost 
three out of her first four games, includ- 
ing a loss to a player rated only 1298. How- 
ever, after that, Jennifer Shahade never 
lost another game. She scored six wins and 
two draws in her last eight games, to fin- 
ish the tournament with 8-4. She won the 
Class B prize of $1400. In her last six 
rounds, Jennifer Shahade drew Rolando 
Andal (2034), defeated Jack Shaw (1992), 
defeated Minoru Kambegawa (2043), drew 
Oscar Shapiro (2111), defeated Ariel 
Mazzarelli (2102), and defeated Mike 
Morris (2165). Her wins against Mazzarelli 
and Morris were especially impressive and 
were published in the tournament bulle- 
tins. It was clear that Jennifer was a vastly 
improved player by the end of the tourna- 
ment. 


The early lead of Jennie Frenklakh 
provided a wonderful opportunity to gain 
favorable publicity for chess. This oppor- 
tunity was almost completely lost, how- 


By Sam Sloan 


ever, due to the inaction and inattention 
of the tournament organizers. Here we had 
Jennie, this strikingly beautiful, blue-eyed, 
fifteen-year-old girl, defeating established 
masters right and left and playing on the 
top board of the U.S. Open Chess Cham- 
pionship. Natasha, the teddy bear, was 
clutched snugly under her arm, while she 
played her games. What could be a better 
news media event and photo opportunity 
than that? However, the local news media 
at first paid no attention to this, probably 
because they did not know about it. For- 
tunately, Eric Schiller, the bulletin’s edi- 
tor-in-chief, partially saved the day by 
sending a press release to the local news- 
papers. Later the same day, Bill Goichberg, 
the tournament director, received a call 
from a reporter from the San Francisco 
Examiner, asking about Jennie. When 
later asked the name of the reporter, 
Goichberg replied that he had not both- 
ered to write it down. Fortunately, the 
newspapers persisted and the next day a 
reporter and a photographer from the San 
Francisco Examiner came to the tourna- 
ment. This time the reporter reached Tom 
Dorsch who handled the interview and 
produced the results. The following day, 
an article—with a full color photograph of 
Jennie and her teddy bear—appeared on 
the front page of the San Francisco Ex- 
aminer. Soon, television stations were call- 
ing and asking to interview Jennie. How- 
ever, by that time, the story was stale, as 
Jennie had lost three games in a row in 
the meantime. 


One feature of this tournament which 
is likely to create controversy for years to 
come concerns Bill Goichberg’s program 
to increase attendance by allowing play- 
ers to compete under special conditions. 
In this U.S. Open Championship, players 
could play their first six games in the 
morning, or in the evening, or they could 
take the “busy man’s schedule” and not 
play the first six rounds at all, but instead 
be assigned points based upon their prob- 
able result according to their rating. 
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In addition, a player dissatisfied with his result, after losing a few 
early round games for example, could “re-enter” by paying an addi- 
tional fee of 860 and be given a few free half points for the rounds he 
or she missed. | 


Several players realized the potential of this and immediately re- 
entered at the time of first entering the tournament, so that they 
played in both the morning and the evening tournament for the first 
six rounds. After the sixth round, when the two tournaments were 
merged, they were allowed to take only their best score in the two 
tournaments, and the remaining six games in the other tournament 
were discarded. 


Among the players who entered the tournament twice in this 
manner were David Gliksman, Filipp Frankel, and Ed Frumkin. Among 
these, the most successful was David Gliksman, rated 2409. Gliksman 
suffered an upset defeat at the hands of Clarence Lehman in round 
two of the evening division of the tournament. However, this setback 
cost him nothing, as he finished the first six rounds of the morning 
tournament with a score of 5.5-.5, the half point coming from a round 
one bye. In round seven, Gliksman moved into a tie for first place in 
the tournament by defeating Jennie Frenklakh. In round eight, 
Gliksman was knocked out of first by a loss to Grandmaster Alex 
Yermolinsky. After that, Gliksman lost no more games and finished 
the tournament tied for second place, all of which would have been 
unlikely had his second round loss to Clarence Lehman counted! 


In round seven, the players who took the “busy man’s special” 
first entered the tournament. Late entries under the busy man's sched- 
ule included International Master Lawrence Kaufman (2518), and 
masters Gregory Hjorth (2502), Mikha Perelshteyn (2501), Larry 
Remlinger (2482), and Ronald Burnett (2431). They were all given 
starting scores of 4-2. They all won their first three games, with the 
exception of Burnett, who drew in his second $ame with Matthew 
Gross. Within a few rounds, all five of these 
players were on the top boards of the tour- 
nament. Among these five players, three 
of them finished in the top seven in the 


Jennie Frenklakh 


markable. I do not agree. International 
Master Shipman has always been just 


plained at the end that his best game of 
all, against John R. Black in round five, 





tournament. One who did not do so was 
Larry Kaufman, because he lost in his last 
round game to Yermolinsky. Meanwhile, 
the younger Perelshteyn—Eugene—was 
only given 3.5 points out of the first six in 
the busy man’s schedule, because of his 
lower rating of only 2229, but then he won 
all six of the games he actually played in 
the tournament, defeating Federov, rated 
2542, in the final round, to tie for second 
place with 9.5-2.5. 


Yermolinsky himself also did not play 
the full twelve rounds. He could not play 
in the first two rounds, because he was 
competing in another event in Canada, so 
he was given a free one and a half points 
for the first two rounds, (although this was 
not contemplated in the official rules) and 
showed up for the third round. 
Yermolinsky then won eight games and 
drew two games to win the tournament. 
His draws were against Federov and 
Shipman. 


The only player in the top five who 
actually played all twelve rounds of the 
tournament was 66-year-old Walter 
Shipman. Many view Shipman’s feat as re- 


slightly below the top level of American 
grandmasters. He has always been strong 
enough to defeat any player in the United 
States, but has never been quite strong 
enough to become a top grandmaster him- 
self. For example, in the famous five- 
minute tournament won by Bobby Fischer 
at the Manhattan Chess Club in 1971, the 
only player to get a draw against Fischer 
was Walter Shipman, whereas Grandmas- 
ter Roberts Byrne and all of the other play- 
ers in that tournament lost both of their 
games to Fischer. 


The player with probably the most 
games published in the tournament bulle- 
tins was expert Ed Frumkin of New York. 
Frumkin, a career government bureaucrat, 
has an exceptionally clear and legible 
handwriting, and he invariably hands in 
an error free scoresheet. As a result the 
bulletin editors were always anxious to 
publish his games. Furthermore, as 
Frumkin played in both the morning and 
the evening sessions of the first six rounds, 
he played in a total of 16 games in this 
tournament. Most of these games were 
published. Amazingly, Frumkin com- 


had been overlooked and asked that that 
game be published, and indeed it was, on 
the final page of the final bulletin. 


However, Frumkin’s devastating loss 
in round three to Laura Kao (1824), a stu- 
dent of the University of California at Ber- 
keley, somehow did not make it into the 
bulletins. Is it possible that Frumkin failed 
to hand in this one scoresheet? It was 
found out that Laura herself never hands 
in her scoresheets (an egregious and rep- 
rehensible violation of the tournament 
rules). After persistent interrogation about 
this over several days, Laura finally gave 
up the scoresheet of her win over Frumkin. 
This scoresheet turned out to be riddled 
with errors and barely legible (as so many 
of the scoresheets in this tournament 
were, especially those handed in by the 
Russian players) but Laura’s game was re- 
constructed as best could be done by the 
bulletin staff and was published. 


Among the other discoveries of this 
tournament was a completely unknown 
player named Reynaldo Del Pilar, who 
entered the tournament with no rating at 


Continued on the next page 
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U.S. Open Games 


W. Shipman-A. 
Yermolinsky; A48 

1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 g6 3.Bg5 Bg7 
4 Nbd2 0-0 5.e4 d5 6.Bd3 
dxe4 7.Nxe4 Nxe4 8.Bxe4 c5 
9 c3 exd4 10.Nxd4 Qa5 
11.Be3 Nd7 12.0-0 Nf6 13.Bf3 
Rd8 14.b4 Qe5 15.Ne6 Rxd1 
16.Nxe5 Rxal 17.Rxal Nd7 
18.Nxd7 Bxd7 19.Bxb7 Rb8 
20.Bf3 Bxc3 21.Re1 Bxb4 


22.Bxa7 Rb5 23.Rb1 Ba3 16 Q6 Brdo L -Migs Bretons 2405 odo Bxdeu43 NET Be? a 
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Yermolinsky-T. Wolski; D73 
1.Nf3 d5 2.83 $6 3.d4 Bg7 
4.Bg2 Nf6 5.c4 dxc4 6.Qa4+ 


35.Q0c6 Qa5 36.0c7 Qa8 
37.Qxb8+ Oxb8 38.d7 1-0 


A. Yermolinsky-O. 
Cartagena; D85 

1.Nf3 d5 2.d4 Nf6 3.c4 $6 
4.exd5 Nxd5 5.e4 Nb6 6.h3 
Be7 7.Nc3 0-0 8.Be2 c5 9.d5 
e6 10.B$5 Bf6 11.Bxf6 Oxf6 
12.0-0 exd5 13.exd5 Rd8 
14.Qd2 Be6 15.Ne4 Qf5 


22.Qxg7 + Kxg7 23.Bf3 N8d7 
24.Nxb7 Rh8 25.Rfel Rae8 
26.Nd6 Re5 27.Rad1 Rh4 
28.Bg4 Rh8 29.f4 Rxel+ 
30.Rxel f5 31.Bd1 Ne5 32.Bf3 
Kf6 33.Nb5 Rh7 34.Re1 Ne6 
35.Re6 Rd7 36.Nxa7 Rxa7 
37.Rxb6 Ke7 38.Rb7+ Rxb7 
39.Bxb7 Nxf4 40.Kf2 Kd6 
41.Ke3 Ne6 42.Ba6 Ke5 43.a4 
£5 44.Bd3 Nf4 45.Bfl Nd5+ 
46.Kf2 Kd4 47.a5 Kes 48.Bd3 
f4 49.Kf3 Nf6 50.Be2 Kc6 


c5 17.Nd2 Ne6 18.Nxh5 Nd4 


19.Bxd4 exd4 20.Nb3 a5 


21.N$3 a4 22.Nc1 Bh7 23.Nd3 
a3 24.b3 Qc7 25.Rd1 Rfd8 


26.Bf5 Nf8 27.Bxh7+ Nxh7 
28.Nf5 BES 29.R¢1 Rac8 30.86 
fxg6 31.Rxg6 Nf6 32.Rd2 Re8 
33.13 Re6 34.082 Rb8 35.h5 
Kh7 36.Q85 Qf7 37.Rg2 Ne8 
38.Rxe6 Qxe6 39.0564 Qx$6 
40.hxg6+ Kg8 41.Nxe5 Nd6 


1-0 


A. Yermolinsky-D. 

Gliksman; E18 
1.Nf3 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 b6 
4.83 Bb7 5.Bg2 Be7 6.d4 Ne4 
7.Bd2 Bf6 8.0-0 0-0 9.Rel d5 
10.exd5 exd5 11.Be3 Nxe3 
12.bxc3 Nd7 13.Nd2 e5 
14.dxe5 Nxe5 15.Bxo5 bxe5 
16.c4 Rb8 17.Rb1 Be5 18.Qc2 
Qd7 19.Nb3 Rfe8 20.Na5 Ba8 
21.exd5 Rxb1 22.Rxb1 Bxd5 


21.dxe5 Qxe5 22.Nxe4 fxe4 
23.Bh6 Bxc4 24.Bxf8 Rxf8 
25.Rxf8+ Kxf8 26.Bf1 c5 
27.Nf4 Bf7 28.Qc1 Qd4+ 
29.K$2 e3 30.Be2 $5 31.Nd2 
Qd54 32.Kf1 Oh1*& 0-1 
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J. Curdo-C. Jones; B31 
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Ne6 3.Bb5 £6 
4.0-0 Bg7 5.c3 Nf6 6.Rel 0-0 
7.h3 d5 8.e5 Ne8 9.d4 Qb6 
10.Bf1 exd4 11.exd4 Bf5 
12.Nc3 Rd8 13.Na4 Qc7 14.a3 
f6 15.Bf4 fxe5 16.Nxe5 Be4 
17.Rxe4 Qc8 18.Nce5 dxe4 
19.Bc4+ Kh8 20.Be6 Qa8 
21.Nxg6+ hxg6 22.Q84 Rxf4 





a 0  Nbd?7.Qxc4 Nb68.Qc2 B5 — 51.46 Kb6 52.Bc4 Ka7 53.h4 23.Rd1 Bd4 24.Bxd5 Qxd5 23.Qxf4 Nf6 24.d5 Nd4 
| dd 9.0d1 Qe8 10.Nc3 0-0 110-0 — gxh4 54.Kxf4 Ne8 55.K&4 Ng? — 25.e3 c4 26.Nb3 1-0 25.Qh4« Nh5 26.Qxe4 Nxeó 
. Bh3 12.e4 Bxg2 13.Kxg2 cS 56.Kxh4 Nf5+ 57.Kh3 1-0 S. Jacobi Yermolinsio: 421 27.Nxe6 Kh7 28.Rc1 Rd? 
14.d5 e6 15.d6 h6 16.Qe2 : Cee o 29.Rd1 Bxb2 30.f4 Ng7 
Qc6 17.Rd1 Na4 18.Nxa4 A. Yermolinsky-L. Kaufman; 1.c4 e5 2.g3 d6 3.Bg2 f5 4.Nc3 31 .Ng5+ Kg8 32.Qxg6 e5 1-0 
loss Qxa4 19.e5 Nd5 20.b3 Qd7 | AAI Nf6 5.e3 Be7 6.Nge2 0-0 7.0-0 
tBer 5 24.Ba3 Qa7 25.Qe4 Rab8 4.Nc3 e6 5.h3 Bh5 6.Qe2 Re8 11.Rb1 a6 12.a4 Bf7 cet d j 
o the o&Re2aS27.Rdelb428.Bb2  / £4 B6 8.h4 h5 9.85 Nfd7 13.fxe5 Nxe5 14.b5 axb5 l.e4 c5 2.NIS d6 3.c3 Nf6 
aild —Qb6 29 Bd4 Nc3 30.Bxc3 10.Bh3 Be7 11.Be3 0-0 15.axb5 g6 16.bxc6 bxcó pete Se ees 
[WB bxo331.Rxc3 Qa7 32.0e3a4 — 12-Nd2 e5 13.dxe5 dxe5 17.Rb7 Nfd7 18.e4 Ne5 7.Bf1 Nc6 8.h3 e5 9.d3 h6 
ang 33.Rxe5 Rxe5 34.Qxc5 Qa8 14.Nf1 b5 15.Ng3 b4 16.Nb1 19.Rxe7 Qxe7 20.d4 Nxe4 Continued on page 6 
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f this pines when he entered the tournament as an unrated player, victory over Michael Klein, which was published in the tourna- 
nowi however. The final printout of the tournament gave Reynaldo ment bulletins, was an especially fine and sparkling win, espe- 
| who Del Pilar a performance ratin$ of 2482. cially for a 1294 rated player. This goes to show that with hard 
ing at Lastly «here is the momentous feat of Valid Aineritidee Of work and due diligence, even a low rated player can reach the 


Iran. After entering the tournament as a 1294 rated player, Vahid p 





California Chess Journal * Autumn 1995 5 








U.S. Open Games 
Continued from previous page 


10.c4 Nh7 11.Nc3 f5 12.exf5 
$xf5 13.Bd2 Be6 14.Rb1 Kh8 
15.Nd5 Bxd5 16.exd5 Ne7 
17.b4 b6 18.bxc5 bxe5 
19.Qec1 Nxd5 20.Bxh6 Bxh6 
21.Qxh6 Rf6 22.Qh4 Qe7 
23.d4 exd4 24.Nxd4 Qg7 
25.Nxf5 Rxf5 26.Qe4 Raf8 
27.Qxd5 Ng5 28.Re3 Rxf2 
29.0xd6 Rxa2 30.Rb8 Rf2 
31.Rxf8+ Rxf8 32.Be2 Re8 
33.Bh5 R$8 34.B$4 e4 35.Ra3 
Re8 36.0d2 Of6 37.Qf2 
Oxf2+ 38.Kxf2 Re7 39.Ke3 
Nh7 40.Ra6 K$7 41.Bf5 Nf6 
42.Rd6 a5 43.84 Re5 44.Rc6 
a4 45.Rce7+ Kf8 46.Ra7 Nd5+ 
47.Kd4 e3 48.Kxe5 e2 
49.Ra8+ Ke7 50.Rxa4 elzQ-^ 
51.Kxd5 Qd1+ 1/2-1/2 


W. Browne-F. Frenkel; A85 


1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Ne3 f5 
4.Bf4 c6 5.e3 Nf6 6.Nf3 Be7 
7.Bd3 0-0 8.h3 Ne4 9.0-0 Nd7 
10.Re1 $5 11.Bh2 QeS8 12.Ne2 
h5 13.Ne5 Nxe5 14.Bxe5 $4 
15.f3 gxf3 16.8xf3 Nf6 17.Kh1 
Kf7 18.e4 Qd8 19.exd5 exd5 
20.Nf4 R$8 21.exd5 exd5 
22.Qc2 Bd6 23.Bxf5 Bd7 
24.Bg6+ 1-0 


G. Sanchez-W. Browne; 
A30 


1.Nf3 c5 2.c4 Nf6 3.83 b6 
4.Bg2 Bb7 5.Nc3 e6 6.0-0 Be7 
7.Rel d5 8.cxd5 exd5 9.d4 0- 
0 10.Bf4 Na6 11.dxc5 Nxc5 
12.Nd4 Qd7 13.Rel1 Rac8 
14.Re2 Rfe8 15.Nf3 Nce4 
16.Ne5 Of5 17.Nxe4 Rxe2 
18.Qxc2 dxe4 19.Nc4 Qe6 
20.b3 Re8 21.Qb1 b5 22.Nd2 
Be5 223.Nf1 N$4 24.e3 Bb4 
25.Rel Bce3 26.b4 Ne5 
27.Bxe5 Qxe5 28.Re2 Rd8 
29.a3 a5 30.bxa5 Bxa5 31.a4 
Ba6 32.axb5 Bxb5 33.Qc1 
Bd3 34.Re5 Rd5 35.Rxa5 1-0 


S. Weeramantry-W. 
Shipman; C02 
1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.e5 Bd7 
4.Nf3 a6 5.Be2 Bb5 6.Bxb5+ 
axb5 7.0d3 Od7 8.Nc3 b4 
9.Ne2 b6 10.0-0 c5 11.dxe5 
bxe5 12.c4 bxc3 13.Nxc3 Nc6 


14.Rd1 N£e7 15.Bf4 Nf5 16.84 
Nfd4 17.Nxd4 Nxd4 18.Kg2 
Be7 19.b3 0-0 20.Na4 Ra5 
21.Racl f6 22.exf6 Rxf6 
23.Be5 R$6 24.h3 No6 25.f4 
Nxe5 26.fxe5 R$5 27.Rel h5 
28.0f3 Qe8 29.Re2 O$6 
30.Kg3 Ra8 31.Re3 hxg4 
32.0d3 gxh3+ 33.Kh2 Rg2+ 
34.Kh1 Qxd3 0-1 


A. Denker-E. Perez; A47 


1.Nf3 Nf6 2.d4 b6 3.B$5 Bb7 
4.Nbd2 Ne4 5.Nxe4 Bxe4 
6.Nd2 Bb7 7.e4 $6 8.Bd3 Bg7 
9.03 d5 10.Qe2 0-0 11.h4 e5 
12.dxe5 d4 13.exd4 Oxd4 
14.Be3 Qxb2 15.Rb1 Qxa2 
16.h5 Qe6 17.hxg6 hxg6 
18.Be4 Qd7 19.0f3 Nc6 
20.Qg3 e6 21.Qh4 f6 22.Nf3 
Rad8 23.Qh7+ Kf7 24.Rh6 
Ne7 25.Bd4 Rh8 26.Ng5+ Kf8 
27.Qxh8+ Ng8 28.Nxe6+ 1-0 


W. Shipman-C. Gelman; 
D30 


1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 c6 
4.0c2 Bd6 5.83 Nd7 6.Bg2 
Ngf6 7.Nbd2 0-0 8.0-0 Re8 
9.b3 e5 10.cxd5 e4 11.dxc6 
exf3 12.cxd7 fxg2 
13.dxe8=Q+ Oxe8 14.Rel 
Bx$3 15.hxg3 Qe6 16.Kxg2 
Qh3+ 17.Kg1 Bf5 18.e4 Bg4 
19.Re3 Re8 20.0d3 Re6 
21.Qf1 Qh5 22.f3 Bh3 23.Qf2 
Nd7 24.Nf1 g6 25.84 1-0 


R. Koepcke-V. Fedorov; A67 


1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 
4.Nc3 exd5 5.exd5 d6 6.e4 $6 
7.f4 Bg7 8.Bb5+ Nfd7 9.a4 0-0 
10.Nf3 Na6 11.0-0 Ne7 
12.Be4 Nb6 13.Be2 B$4 14.h3 
Bxf3 15.Bxf3 Rb8 16.Rel Nd7 
17.Be2 a6 18.a5 Bd4+ 19.Kh2 
Re8 20.Bg4 Nb5 21.Nxb5 
axb5 22.Bd2 b4 23.Bxb4 
Bxb2 24.Rb1 Bd4 25.Bxd7 
Qxd7 26.Bd2 Re7 27.Qb3 
Rbe8 28.Qb6 Kg7 29.Qa7 h5 
30.Kg3 h4+ 31.Kf3 £5 32.Be3 
fxe4+ 33.Kf2 Bxe3+ 34.Kxe3 
Rf7 35.Rf1 Ree7 36.Qb6 Qa4 
37.Qb2+ Kh7 38.0c3 Qa2 
39.a6 Oxa6 40.Ral Qd3+ 
41.Qxd3 exd3+ 42.Kxd3 Rf5 
43.Rab1 Rxd5+ 44.Ke3 Kg7 
45.Rfel Rxel 46.Rxel b5 
47.Re8 Rd4 48.Rd8 b4+ 

49. Ke2 Kf7 50.Ke1 Ke7 0-1 


A. Keating-Clay-N. 
Falconer; E34 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 
4.Qc2 d5 5.exd5 Qxd5 6.Nf3 
c5 7.Bd2 Bxce3 8.Bxc3 exd4 
9.Bxd4 No6 10.Be3 0-0 11.e3 
Rd8 12.Be2 Qe4 13.Qb3 b6 
14.0-0 Bb7 15.Rfd1 Qg6 
16.Qa3 Ne8 17.Ba6 Bxa6 
18.Qxa6 Qc2 19.Rdel Qe4 
20.Qb7 Rab8 21.Qxf7+ Kxf7 
22.N$5« Ke7 23.Nxe4 Rbc8 
24.Rd1 Nf6 25.N$5 e5 26.Kf1 
h6 27.Nf3 Ke6 28.Rxd8 Rxd8 
29.Ke2 Ne4 30.Bel g5 31.Rel 
Rec8 32.h3 h5 33.84 hxg4 
34.hx$4 Kf6 35.Nd2 Nd4+ 
36.Kd1 Rxel+ 37.Kxel Nxd2 
38.Kxd2 Nf34 39.Ke2 e4 
40.Bce3+ Ke6 41.Bg7 Nh2 
42. Bh6 Kf6 43.Bf8 Ke6 
44.Bb4 Nxg4 45.f3 exf3+ 
46.Kxf3 Ne5+ 47.Ke4 Ne4 
48.b3 Nd6+ 49.Bxd6 Kxd6 
50.Kf5 Kd5 51.e4+ Kd4 52.e5 
$4 53.e6 $3 54.e7 $2 55.e82Q 
£1=Q 56.Qa4+ Kd5 57.Qd7+ 
Ke5 58.Qxa7 Of1+ 59.Kg6 
Qd3+ 60.Kg7 QOd4+ 61.Kg8 
Qd5+ 62.Qf7 Oxf7+ 63.Kxf7 
Kb4 64.Ke6 Ka3 65.Kd5 Kxa2 
66.b4 Kb3 67.b5 Kb4 68.Kc6 
Ka5 69.Kd5 Kxb5 70.Kd4 Kb4 
71.Kd3 Kb3 72.Kd2 Kb2 0-1 


M. Wilkerson-Z. Baroudi; 
A53 

1.Nf3 Nf6 2.c4 d6 3.d4 c6 
4.Nc3 Qc7 5.e4 e5 6.Be2 B$4 
7.Be3 Nbd7 8.Qc2 a6 9.Rel 
Bxf3 10.Bxf3 Be7 11.0-0 h6 
12.h3 exd4 13.Bxd4 0-0 
14.Be2 Rac8 15.Qd2 Rfe8 
16.f4 Ne5 17.Bf3 Qa5 
18.Red1 Kh8 19.e5 dxe5 
20.fxe5 Ng8 21.Bg4 Red8 
22.Kh1 Ne6 23.Bxe6 fxe6 
24.Qe2 Rd7 1/2-1/2 


J. Stewart-]. Frenklakh; D40 


1.e4 c6 2.c4 d5 3.exd5 exd5 
4.d4 e6 5.Nc3 Nf6 6.Nf3 Nc6 
7.a3 Be7 8.Bd3 0-0 9.0-0 b6 
10.exd5 exd5 11.h3 h6 
12.Be3 Be6 13.Bc2 Bd6 
14.Rel Qd7 15.Ba4 Qb7 
16.Qd2 Ne4 17.Nxe4 dxe4 
18.Nh2 Ne7 19.N$4 f5 20.Ne5 
Rad8 21.f4 Bxe5 22.fxe5 Ng6 
23.83 Nxe5 24.Rf1 Nf3+ 
25.Rxf3 exf3 26.Rc1 Re8 
27.Rel b5 28.Bd1 Bd5 29.Bf4 
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Rfe8 30.Be5 Be4 31.h4 Qb6 
32.Qf2 Red8 33.Bb3+ Kh7 
34.Re3 Re8 35.0d2 Q$6 
36.Bf4 Bb7 37.Re5 Rxe5 
38.Bxe5 Qc6 39.d5 Qcl+ 
40.Qxel Rxel+ 41.Kf2 Bxd5 
42.Bxd5 Re5 43.Kxf3 Rxd5 
44.Kf4 $6 45.Bc3 Kg8 46.Be5 
Kf7 47.Bc3 Ke6 48.Bg7 Rd2 
49.Be3 Re2 50.Bg7 Re4+ 
51.Kf3 Re2 52.Be3 Rxce3+ 
53.bxe3 g5 0-1 


D. Zilberstein-H. Terrie; 
Ell 


1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 e6 3.c4 No6 
4.63 Bb4+ 5.Bd2 Qe7 6.Bg2 
Bxd2+ 7.Nbxd2 d6 8.0-0 0-0 
9.Qc2 e5 10.d5 Nb8 11.e4 a5 
12.Nel Na6 13.Nd3 b6 14.a3 
Ne5 15.b4 Nxd3 16.Qxd3 Bd7 
17.Qc3 Rfb8 18.f4 Re8 
19.Rael axb4 20.axb4 Ra2 
21.Ral Rea8 22.Rxa2 Rxa2 
23.c5 Bb5 24.Ral Rxal+ 
25.Qxal bxc5 26.fxe5 Qxe5 
27.Qxe5 dxe5 28.bxc5 Nd7 
29.Nb3 Kf8 30.c6 Nf6 31.Ne5 
Ke7 32.Bh3 Ne8 33.Nd7 Bd3 
34.Bg82 Nd6 35.Ne5 Be2 
36.Kf2 g6 37.Kel £5 38.Kd2 
Bb1 39.exf5 gxf5 40.Kel Ba2 
41.Ne6 Ne8 42.Kb2 Bec4 
43.Kc3 Ba2 44.Nc5 e4 45.Kd4 
Nf6 46.Na6 Bxd5 47.Nb4 Kd6 
48.Bh3 Be6 49.Nc2 Nd5 
50.Na3 e3 51.Ne4+ Kxc6 
52.Nxe3 Nxe3 53.Kxe3 f4+ 
0-1 


L. Remlinger-W. Shipman; 
D45 

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 c6 4.e3 
Nf6 5.Nf3 Nbd7 6.Qc2 Bd6 
T.Bd2 0-0 8.0-0-0 e5 9.exd5 
exd5 10.Rg1 b6 11.Kb1 Bb7 
12.Bel Re8 13.84 exd4 
14.Nxd4 Re8 15.Bd3 a6 16.$5 
Ne4 17.Qe2 Ndc5 18.Be2 Re7 
19.h4 Nxce3+ 20.Bxc3 Ne4 
21.Bxe4 Rxe4 22.Nf5 Bf8 
23.Bd4 Re6 24.h5 Bc8 25.Qf3 
Qd7 26.Nh6+ gxh6 27.gxh6+ 
Rg6 28.hxg6 fxg6 29.Rel Rc6 
30.Q0f4 Qf54 31.Qxf5 Bxf5+ 
32.Kal Rd6 33.Re7 Bxh6 
34.R$c1 Bf8 35.Rb7 h5 
36.Rec7 $5 37.B$7 Rd8 
38.Bxf8 Rxf8 39.Rg7+ Kh8 
40.Rx$5 B$4 41.Rxb6 Kh7 


Continued on page 20 
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CalChess/Mechanics’ Institute 


Challenge Series 





A few months ago I was relaxing with the 
then current Inside Chess and became in- 
trigued by an article on the Marshall Club's 
norm tournaments. Leon Haft, the direc- 
tor of the club, and his cohorts had de- 
vised a new system of qualification tour- 
naments, which drastically reduced the 
costs associated with running FIDE norm 
tournaments. 


This was especially interesting to me, 
since I had been organizing FIDE futuri- 
ties and norm tournaments in the Bay Area 
for the past several years. I had spent sev- 
eral thousands of dollars in the process, 
but had justified it to myself as an invest- 
ment in the Bay Area’s chess future. Over 
the years following Tom Dorsch’s success- 
ful resurrection of CalChess, we’d made 
great strides in the quality of tournaments 
available to the average CalChess mem- 
ber, and our scholastic programs were in 
excellent hands, but we had not been as 
successful at providing our top players 
with the same sort of stimulus. 


FM Challenge 


FIDE Rating Score 


Player 


23/0 
2355 
2280 
2400 
2190 


3-54 
L5 
ot 
|.5/4 
|.0/4 


Burt Izumikawa 
Ron Cusi 
Richard Koepcke 
Mike Arné 

Mark Pinto 


Qualifiers: Izumikawa, Cusi 





The first order of business was to or- 
ganize and run FIDE futurities, which al- 
lowed our master strength players to ob- 
tain FIDE ratings. We were very success- 
ful in this regard. The next step was to run 
IM norm tournaments. This turned out to 
be an expensive proposition, for three rea- 
sons. FIDE requires both a certain percent- 
age of titled players, a certain percentage 


by FM James Eade 


of foreign players and a large number of 
games in order to set the necessary con- 
ditions for norm possibilities. The titled 
players need cash incentives to play and 
foreign players usually have significant 
travel expenses on top of that. The mini- 
mum number of games requirement usu- 
ally meant that we had to put these play- 
ers up for an extended period of time in 
order to get them to play. The bottom line 
is such that it doesn’t take a genius to fig- 
ure out why America has so few norm tour- 
naments. 


The Marshall system addresses both 
the first and third expense items. It’s bril- 
liant innovative stroke was to hold prelimi- 
nary tournaments, the results of which 
FIDE allows to be combined with a subse- 
quent final in order to meet all of the norm 
requirements. Instead of requiring the 
titled players to compete over the entire 
schedule, it allows them to play only in 
the final. This helps reduce lodging ex- 
penses and players demand fewer dollars 
for four games (the minimum under the 
Marshall system) than they do for nine 
(the minimum under the regular format). 


I then had a brilliant insight of my 
own, for which I was duly punished. Since 
we had the US Open coming to Concord, 
it was natural to assume that some GMs 
would be playing. If I could convince them 
to stay an extra four days, I could also 
avoid travel expenses. I spoke with four, 
who expected to play and got them to agree 
to extend their stays. However, only 
Yermolinsky actually showed up and 
played in the event and not only did I get 
stuck with travel expenses, but I got stuck 
with abnormally large airfare charges due 
to the last minute bookings. Another rea- 
son why the words organizer and longev- 
ity rarely appear in the same sentence. 


In any case, I worked under the as- 
sumption that I would have the GM pool 
available for the finals and worked back- 
wards from there until the challenge se- 
ries eventually emerged. The final-prelimi- 
nary, so to speak, would be a five player 


match between teams comprised of a com- 
bination of IMs, foreign players and quali- 
fiers from an earlier round. The top two 
scorers from each team would challenge 
the four GMs in the final. The combined 
results would produce a nine round event 





Grandmaster John Fedorowicz 


with the necessary number of titled and 
foreign players and a GM norm possibil- 
ity. In addition we held a preliminary-pre- 
liminary, which was a five player FM 
round-robin challenge, with the top two 
scorers getting seeded into the IM chal- 
lenge. Their combined scores made them 
eligible for an IM norm. Finally, or firstly, 
depending upon your point of few, we ran 
a G/15 tournament from which the top two 
scores would be seeded into the FM chal- 
lenge. 


I was pretty happy with this, because 
it seemed to be a tremendous opportunity 
to provide norm opportunities to our top 
players for a comparative pittance. I 
worked out a budget and approached the 
Mechanics’ Institute’s chess committee 
with the proposal. They endorsed the idea 
and got the seed money from the Board of 
Trustees. The American Chess Foundation 


Continued on next page 
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<> Letters to 


a I N 


CalChess Journal Editor: 


the Editor 


The gratuitous jab at Newt Gingrich in Alan Kirschner’s tournament report in 
your May/June issue seems out-of-place in a chess publication. Does CalChess have so 
many extra members that it can afford to alienate the people who hold any particular 
political opinion? Did Mr. Gingrich actually even mention chess? Have past attempts 
to inject politics into children’s chess been beneficial? This political equivalent of 
anti-Semitism can only promote disharmony among chesplayers. 


Continued from previous page 


also kicked in with a significant contribu- 
tion and, combined with the entry fees 
from the G/15 and FM round, I felt I was 
home free (Hah! ). Of course, my company 
Hypermodern Press, was the guarantor for 
the event in case of cost overruns and, for 
the reasons outlined above, turned out to 
be a major sponsor. One of these days, I'll 
figure out how to get paid for putting on 
these events instead of the other way 
around! I must thank Neil Falconer for his 
generous personal donation to the event, 
when it became clear that I was in an un- 
sound position. 


Business and personal travel kept me 
away for a few weeks before and during 
the events, and complicated the logistics 
enormously. Steve Brandwein, put in a 
month’s worth of work during one week 
and is just now starting to speak to me 
again! If you can’t impose on your friends, 
who can you impose on? Max Wilkerson, 
the chess room director of the Mechan- 
ics’, was also instrumental throughout. 


The two of them got a big scare when 
GM Rosendo Balinas experienced car 
trouble and missed the first round of the 
IM challenge. As a titled foreign player, he 
was one of the keys to the event. You can 
imagine their relief when he finally walked 
into the chess room! 


IM John Watson was also a sport when 
he found alternate lodging after the keys I 
had sent him proved insufficient to open 
the door to the place he was supposed to 
stay in! In fact, all of the players were good 
sports in face of some poor planning on 
my part. Never again will I try to run an 
event from 3,000 miles away! 


However, after all is said and done, 
Im reminded of a letter I once received 
from Richard Fauber. In it he told me that 


Yours truly, 
Peter L. McKone 





The editor replies: 


We encourage contributors to moy 
beyond the simple facts of a report and 
use their talents to create the most inte. 
esting articles possible. Mr. Gingrich is, 
public figure and his remarks aboy 
women in trenches are a matter of pul, 
lic record. 


Mr. Kirschner made a valid refereny 
in our opinion. We cannot, however, con, 
done your misguided allusion to anti 
Semitism. It is not only illogical, but als 
in bad taste. Obviously, we want to stim, 
late interest in chess, and we think a 
ticles such as the one contributed by M; 
Kirschner do just that. 


IM Challenge 


Player Rating 
|. IM Tal Shaked 2430 w6 
| 
2. IM John Watson 2400 w7 
5 
3. IM Guillermo Rey 2399 w8 
| 
4. FM Burt Izumikawa 2370 w9 
0 
5. IM Jeremy Silman 2420 wIO 
0 
6. GM Rosendo Balinas* 2340 bl 
(Phi) 0 
7. Ronald Cusi 2355 b2 
(Phi) 5 
8. IM Leon Piasetski 2345 b3 
(Can) 0 
9. Richard Lobo 2290 b4 
(Eng) | 
10. IM Enrico Sevillano 2440 b5 
(Phi) | 


Qualifiers: Shaked, Watson, Sevillano, Lobo 


the games live much longer than the 
memory of the aggravation involved and I 
must admit that he was correct. We were 
treated to a tremendous does of high qual- 
ity fighting chess. The added pressure of 
norm opportunities brings about the kind 
of drama in a chess event that one associ- 
ates with the very best of any sporting 
competition on any level. 


Sadly, the drama was heavily 
weighted in terms of tragedy. In the IM 
round FM Burt Izumikawa would’ve made 
his norm opportunity, if Balinas had only 
heard his last round draw offer. Instead 
Burt, through nervousness, turned a prom- 





Games Total 
b7 w8 b9 w1l0 
2 25 35 4.5 4.5 
b6 w9 blO w8 
1.5 25: 25 3 3.0 
blO w/ b6 b9 
| | | 1.5 I5 
b8 blO w/ w6 
0 | 2 2 2.0 
b9 w6 b8 b7 
0 0 5 5 0.5 
w2 b5 w3 b4 
0 | 2 3 30 
wl b3 b4 b5 
5 I5 1.5 25 25 
w4 b| w5 b2 
| 1.5 2 2.5 23 
w5 b2 wl w3 
2 z 2 25 2.5 
w3 w4 w2 bl 
2 z 3 3 3.0 


*not eligible to advance 


ising position into a crushing defeat ani 
finished a half-point shy of what would’ 
been his second norm. 


In the GM norm round Tal Shake 
narrowly missed his first GM norm in: 
last round struggle with Yermolinsky. Iti 
only a matter of time for Shaked who, dè 
spite the set back, clearly demonstrate 
that he is GM strength. Richard Lobo qual 
fied for the final round by winning a play 
off with Canadian IM Leon Piasetski. I 
then proceeded to beat Yermolinsky at 
draw with Kadainov. Only Fedorowicz wa 


Continued on page 10 
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John Fedorowicz-Tal Shaked 
Challenge Series 1995 
Benoni; [A65/6] 
Annotations by Fedorowicz 


1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 
4.e4 d6 5.f3 


The Saemisch variation 
has been a long time favorite 
of mine. I started playing it af- 
ter getting mated in the 5.Nf3 
classical, numerous times. 


5...0-0 6.Be3 c5!? 


This attempted pawn sac 
has become extremely popular 
in the ‘90s. Black gets more 
activity than in the lines with 
6...e5 or 6...Nc6. 


7.d5 


I’ve played this position 
for Black and 7.d5 gives me 
more trouble than 7.dc5, but 
lets take a look: 7.de5 de5 
8.0d8 Rd8 9.Be5 No6 (Black 
gets good play on the squares 
b4 andd4) 10.Ba3 (10.Nd5 e6 
11.Ne7 Ne7 12.Be7 Rd7 13.Ba3 
b6 14.Ne2 Ba6 15.Nc3 Bh6 
gives black good play) 10...a5! 
11.Rd1 (11.Nd5 Nd5 12.ed5 
Nb4 13.Re1 e6! and black is 
better) 11...Be6 12.Nd5 Bd5 
13.ed5 Nb4 14.Bb5 Nc2 15.Kf2 
Na3 16.a3 was fine for black in 
Kramnik-Nunn, Manila Olym- 
piad, 1990. Nunn blundered 
with 16...e6? and got the worst 
of it after 17.d6. 


7...e6 8.Qd2 exd5 9.cxd5 a6 
10.Nge2!? 


10.a4 Qa5 11.Bh6 b5 
12.Bg7 Kg7 13.Nge2 gives white 
good attacking chances. 


10...Nbd7 


Tal rightly avoidsthe over- 
rated and mostly useless 
10...Re8 


11.Ng3 


Fedorowicz and Watson Annotate 


- 


GM John Fedorowicz and IM John Watson each 
annotate two of their games from the recent 
CalChess/Mechanics’ Institute Challenge Series. 
For complete details about the tournaments, see 
the accompanying article beginning on page 7. 





ilas Ne5 12.N$3 h5 
13.Bh6 h4 14.Nge2 h3! is good 
for black. 11.Nc1 Qa5 12.Ra3 
Qc7 13.Be2 Ne5 14.0-0 is 
roughly equal. 11.Nf4 is about 
equal as well, since the knight 
has no useful function. 


11...h5! 


Taking advantage of the 
Ng3. 
12.Be2 

12.Bg5 h4!? 13.Bh4 Ne4 


14.Bd8 Nd2 15.Be7 Nf1 16.Bf8 
Ng3 Bg7 Nh1 looks better for 


white...12;..QceTt or 12.085 
are other tries. 
12...h4! 


Misplacing the knight. Tal 
continues to play the opening 
phase well. 


13.Nf1 b5 14.Bh6 Ne5 
15.Bxg7 Kxg7 16.Ne3?! 


16.g4!? is better. 
16...Nh5! 


Taking control of key dark 
squares. 


17.0-0 Nf4 18.Nf5+ gxf5 
19.Qxf4 Ng6 

I missed this. Now black is 
better. 
20.Qd2 f4 

White’s counterplay is 
non-existent. Black has a free- 


hand on either side of the 
board. 


21.b4!? 


I felt that drastic measures 


were required. 


21...cxb4 22.Qd4+ Qf6 
23.Qxb4 Bd7?! 


23...Qe5! clamps down. 
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24.e5! 
The only chance. 
24...dxe5 


24...Qe5 25.Rael causes 





Series Games 


some trouble. 


25.Ne4 Qb6+ 26.Qc5! Rab8& 
27.Racl Rfd8 28.Qxb6 Rxb6 
29.Rc7 


At least I’m getting some 
play, but a pawn is a pawn. 


29...Kf8 
29...Bf5!? looks better. 


30.Rd1 Ne7 31.d6 Nc6 
32.Kf2 Nd4 


32...Be6! with the idea of 
33...Nd4 is stronger. 


33.Rc5 Nc6 


Black has gotten rid of my 
annoying rook, so now I have 
to open the Kingside. 


34.83 
The only chance. 


34...fxg34 35.hxg3 hxg3+ 
36.Kxg3 Kg7 37.Kf2 f6! 


38.f4! 

Threatening Rg1 and BhS. 
38...Rh8! 39.fxe5 Nxe5 
40.Rc7 Kg6 41.Rg1+ Kf5 


Continued on page 10 


GM Challenge 


Player Rating 


|.IM Enrico Sevillano 2440 
(Phi) 

2. Richard Lobo 
(Eng) 

3. IM Tal Shaked 


2290 
2430 
4, IM John Watson 2400 
5. GM John Fedorowicz 2520 
6. GM Alex Yermolinsky 2560 
7. Robert Haines 2275 


8. GM Grigory Kadianov 2585 





Games 


w5 b6 w7 
| | D 
wé b5 w8 
| | ES 
b7 w8 b5 
| | l5 
b8 w7/ b6 
0 | | 
bl w2 w3 
0 | k5 
b2 wl w4 
0 | 2 
w3 b| 
0 0 
w4 b2 
| 2.5 
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42.Ke3 Ke6! 


Everytime I think I'm do- 
in$ something, Tal finds a way 
out. 


43.R87 


Tal thought 43.Rd1 was 
stronger. I'd have to agree. 





43...Bc6! 44.Rce7«* Kd5 
45.Nxf64 Kxd6 


Black finally gets rid of my 
d6 pawn. I hated to see him £o. 


46.Ne4+ Bxe4 47.Kxe4 
Rh4+ 


Considering the small 
amount of material left, I 
thought I had good chances to 
draw. 


48.Kf5 Nc6 49.Re6+ Ke5 
50.Re7 


Keeping him tied down for 
the moment. 


50...Rd4! 51.Bf3 Rd6 
52.Rc8 b4 53.Be4?! 


Tal pointed out that I had 
better drawing chances after 
53.Rd6 Kd6 54.Ke4. 


53...Rxe6 54.Kxe6 Kb5 
55.Kd7 Ne5+ 56.Ke7 a5 


57.Bd5 Nc6+?! 


57...a4! followed by piece 
reorganization gives black ex- 
cellent winning chances. | 
thought I was going to draw but 
it seems that my King being so 
far away makes life difficult. 


58.Kd7 Ne5+ 59.Ke7 Nc6+? 
60.Kd7 Nd4 


60...Ne5 would still be 
winning, but unfortunately for 
Tal, it would repeat the posi- 
tion for the third time. 


61.Bc4« Ka4 62.Rc5! 
Now, white draws. 
62...Rb74 63.Kd6 b3 


Black can't make further 
progress. 


64.axb3+ Nxb3 65.Rh5 Rb4 
66.Bf7 Rd4+ 67.Ke7 Rd3 
68.Kb6 1/2 


Soon there will be nothing 
left. 


John Fedorowicz-Richard Lobo 
Challenge Series 1995 
Ruy Lopez, Zaitsev [C92/6] 
Annotations by Fedorowicz 


1.e4 


I wasn’t sure what my first 
move would be until it was 
made. Somehow I prepared for 
the wrong opponent. 


(ed. note: I helped John with 
his “preperation” the night be- 


fore. It consisted of beer and 


cigarettes.) 
1...e5 


Challenge Series 





Continued from page 8 


able to inflict a defeat upon one of our best players in the finals. 
His total of five points was a half-point short of securing an IM 
norm, but he also clearly demonstrated his ability during the 
events. His opposition was rated over 2400 and he finished with 
a plus one score. If you ask me, that’s an IM result. Hopefully, 
the FIDE competition committee will see things my way on this 


one. 


One thing is for certain, our top players can compete at the 
next level. They just need more opportunities. I, for one, sin- 


cerely hope that they get them. 


I thought Lobo was a Si- 
cilian player. My living on the 
east coast doesn’t give me any 
opportunity to familiarize my- 
self with the California players. 


2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 
Nf6 5.0-0 Be7 6.Rel b5 
7.Bb3 d6?! 


7...0-0! isn’t any stronger 
than 7...d6, but it allows white 
to worry about a possible 
Marshall attack. 


8.c3 0-0 9.h3 Bb7 10.d4 Re8 
11.Nbd2 Bf8 12.a4 h6 


Most of the time a N$5 sor- 
tie isn't bothersome to black, 
but he prevents it anyway. 


13.Bc2 


The bishop retreats to 
over protect the e-pawn and to 
make way for some Q-side ac- 
tion. 


13...exd4 14.cxd4 Nb4 
15.Bb1 


It’s impossible for white to 
make progress without his light 
squared bishop. 


15...c5 16.d5 Nd7 


This complicated counter- 
attacking system was popular- 
ized by Karpov in matches 
against Timman in the 1990 
FIDE Candidates final and the 
1990 world championship 
against Kasparov. Karpov en- 
joyed good results. 


17.Ra3 


Bringing the last piece into 
play. 


17... fot? 


Weakening the King 
(maybe) in order to shatter 
white’s central pawns. 


18.Rae3 


I was a commentator dur- 
ing Kasparov—Karpov 1990, but 
five years is a long time ago. 
Kasparov-Karpov N.Y.-Lyon 
1990 $ame 22 saw 18.ef5 Bd5 
19.Ne4 Bf7 (Now black has the 
center pawns.) 20.ab5 d5! 
21.Nc3 Rel 22.Nel d4 and 
black had good counterplay. In 
game four of that match Karpov 
tried 18...Nf6 19.Ne4 Bd5 
20.Nf6 Qf6 21.Bd2 (21.Rae3 is 
suppossed to be stronger) 
21...Qb2 22.Bb4 Bf7! 23.Re6! 


Qb4 24.Rb3 with a position 
which theory says favors white. 
Finally in game 20 Kasparoy 
tried 18.Rae3 Nf6 (18...f4 
19.R3e2 Ne5 20.Nf1 Nf3 21.63 
Qh4 22.Nh2 Re5 23.Qd2 Qh} 
24.0f4 ba4 25.0$4! Qgi 
26.Ng4 Ree8 27.f4 white was 
better Timman-Karpov, Kuala 
Lumpur, game 9, 1991) 
19.Nh2! Kh8 20.b3 ba4 21.ba4 
c4 22.Bb1 and with everthing 
pointed at black’s king, Gary 
won a nice game. 


18...Nf6 19.Nh2 Kh8 
20.exf5 


20.ef5 (I’m sure Gary’s 
20.b3 was better). 


20...Rxe3 21.Rxe3 

21.fe3 is ugly. 
21...Nbxd5 22.Rel Qd7 
23.Ndf3 


Heading towards blacks 
weakened kingside. 


23...Re8 24.Rxe8 Qxe8 
25.Nh4 Qd7?! 


Black’s Q was fine on e$. 
Black could've used e4 for his 
pieces. 


26.N84 Be7 27.Ng6+ Kg8 


27...Kh7 might allow a 
fork on f8. 


28.axb5 axb5 


wu T 
senya Y 


A 


teamin 


“a, 
E 


Vi. ee 


29.Qb3! 


Getting ready for à 
kingside shift, most likely to $J. 


29...Bd8?? 


Black had to try 29...c4 
30.083 Bd8! 31.Nh6 gho 
32.Bh6 Kf7 22.Nh8+ Ke! 
23.0874 Ke8 24.Q$6- with 
only a perpet. White still has 
chances, but black's resource 
seem adequate. 


30.Nxf6+ Bxf6 31.Be4! 





Continued on page 23 
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C LÉniverse Open 


The fourth of July weekend provided four 
chess-filled days of competition, education 
and fun, kicked off Saturday, July 1, with 
the four-round Universe Open 


143 players played in the Universe 
Open. Cash prizes and trophies were 
awarded to the top finishers. Tom Dorsch 
and Carolyn Withgitt directed. 


Senior Master Rost Tsodikov (2432) 
of San Francisco came in clear first in the 
Master Section, giving up only a draw in 
the last round to FM Mike Arné (2340). 
Arné began the tournament running, draw- 
ing IM Walter Shipman (2387) in round 
one, winning the next two rounds against 
NM Russell Wong (2282) and fellow Palo 
Altoan FM Richard Koepcke (2323). In the 
last round IMs Walter Shipman (2387) and 
Guillermo Rey (2443) drew on Board 2, 
putting Shipman in second place with 
Arné. Shipman is a long-time New Yorker 
who now resides in San Francisco. Rey’s 
early-round draws to NMs Eric Schiller and 
Mark Pinto kept him just a little behind 
the rest of the field, resulting in a 2.5-1.5 
finish. FMs Thomas Wolski (2363) and Ri- 
chard Koepcke (2323) shared first U2400 
scoring 2.5 points each. 


In the Expert system, Gregory Odle 
(1944) (an “A” player playing up) drew 
veteran tournament player Paul Liebhaber 
(2028) in round one, and then won all of 
the rest of his games, resulting in clear first 
place. Tying for second place were Frisco 
Del Rosario (2000) and Richard Meamber 
(1971). 


Igor Traub (1877) led the “A” section 


Uwe Jacobs—Dennis Sims 
Universe Open, 1995 


by Tom Dorsch 


with 3.5 points, giving up only a draw to 
Jim Uren (1906). Tying for second place 
were Uren, Boris Orlov (1845), Gina 
Sanchez (1842), and Ted Rinquest (1800). 


Like the “A” section, the “B” section 
had twenty-six players, one player winning 
clear first, four players tying for second. 
Uwe Jacobs (1699), with three points go- 
ing into the last round, drew Ursula Fos- 
ter (1700), the only player with 2.5 points. 
Tied for second place with Foster were lan 
Ramsay (1698), Igor Bagrov (1604), and 
Michael Marque (1500). 


One player in each of the next three 
groups won all of his games, garnishing 
clear first in his respective section. For the 
“C”s, Carlos Macabeo (1568) scored a full 
point over the rest of the field. Tied for 
second place were Erik Stuart (1544), 
Bruce Jewett (1500), and promising Fre- 
mont junior Diana Ong (1395). 


Los Altos High School’s Andrew Ling 
(1290) dominated the “D” section, defeat- 
ing second-place finishers Andrew Handler 
(1395) and Samuel Pence (1300). 


Arthur Ibragimov came in clear first 
in the Unrated Section followed by Chris 
Andal with 3 points, and Jose Vallejo with 
2.5 points. 


The “E” section was won by David 
Marin (1068) with 3.5 points. Tied for sec- 
ond were Li Zhang (1192), a member of 
the Los Altos High Chess Team, and 
Monterey’s Sergey Frenklakh (1176), who 
showed he is as dangerous at chess as he 
is at roller hockey! Frenklakh beat two 


Universe Open ames 


players and drew two, including Marin. 


Monday, July 3, marked the first 
Chess University. Thirty students, young 
and old, beginner to expert, registered for 
six one-hour classes starting at 9:00 am. 
The first professor was none other than 
the Dean of American Chess, Grandmas- 
ter George Koltanowski, followed by Na- 
tional Masters Art Wang, Mike Arn_, Eric 
Schiller, Thomas Wolski, and Mike Splane. 
Richard Shorman lectured during lunch.. 


Lectures covered endgame theory, 
openings strategies, anecdotes, famous 
chess puzzles, and much more. After the 
session, reviews from both students and 
lecturers were very favorable. In response 
to demand, we plan to schedule another 
CalChess University in the near future. 


On Tuesday, the 4th of July, CalChess 
Tournaments hosted a “Chess for Fun” 
tournament, a non-USCF rated event in- 
tended to introduce tournament play to a 
new group of players, while offering a low- 
cost alternative to regular weekend play- 
ers. Friends and family are encouraged to 
play, with a discount for male/female pairs. 
Players play four sixty-minute games. En- 
try fees are low, and cash, trophies and 
books are awarded. The whole tournament 
is finished by 4:00 in the afternoon. 
Emmanuel Perez and Vergel Dalusung 
topped the 71-player open section with 
perfect 4-0 scores. Andrew Ling won the 
scholastic section. 


All events were held at the Villa Hotel 
in San Mateo and organized by Tom 
Dorsch. 


23.Nd6+ Ke7 24.Rfd1 Rxd1+ 
25.Rxd1 Ra8 26.Bb6+ Kb8 


1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 f5 3.ef e4 4.Nd4 
Nf6 5.d3 c5 6.Nb3 ed 7.Bxd3 
d5 8.Bb5+ Nc6 9.0-0 Be7 
10.0f3 0-0 11.Rel a6 12.Bxc6 
be 13.Bg5 Ne4 14.Bxe7 Qxe7 
15.Qe3 Of6 16.13 Nd6 
17.Qxc5 Nxf5 18.Nc3 Nh4 
19.Nxd5 Qf7 20.Ne7+ Kh8 
21.Nd4 Bb7 22.Qg5 c5 
23.Ne6 Nxf3+ 24.gf Rfe8 
25.Nf5 Rxe6 26.Rxe6 $6 
27.Re7 Qd5 28.0f6+ 1-0 





Rost T sodikov- 
Adrian Keatinge-Clay 
Universe Open, 1995 

1.e4 c5 2.Nc3 Nc6 3.83 $6 
4.Bg2 Bg7 5.d3 d6 6.Be3 e6 
7.Qd2 Nge7 8.Bh6 Bxh6 
9.Qxh6 Nd4 10.0-0-0 Nec6 
11.087 Rf8 12.Nh3 b5 
13.Rhel b4 14.Nd5 ed 15.ed+ 
Ne7 16.Ng5 Nf5 17.Nxh7 Kd7 
18.Nxf8+ Ke7 19.Qxf7 Kb6 
20.Nxg6 1-0 


Rahim Gran- 

Frisco Del-Rosario 

Universe Open, 1995 
1.d4 d5 2.Nc3 c6 3.e4 de 
4.Nxe4 Nf6 5.Ng3 h5 6.h4 Bg4 
7.Be2 Qc7 8.Nf3 e6 9.Ne5 
Bxe2 10.Qxe2 Bd6o 11.0-0 
Nbd7 12.f4 Nf8 13.a4 0-0-0 
14.c4 Qe7 15.Ne4 Bc7 16.N$5 
Rxd4 17.Nexf7 R$8 18.Be3 
Rd7 19.Bxa7 N$6 20.83 Ba5 
21.c5 Rd2 22.Qf3 Bb4 
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27.Qd3 Nf8 28.Nf5 Qd7 
29.Qe2 Nd5 30.0e5« Ke8 
31.Nd6+ Kb8 32.Nb5+ Kce8 
33.Na7+ 1-0 
Mark Pinto—Thomas Wolski 
Universe Open, 1995 
1.d4 d5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.Bg5 Ne4 
4. Bh4 c6 5.Nbd2 Qb6 6.Rb1 
Bf5 7.e3 e6 8.Bd3 Nd7 9.0-0 
h6 10.Bxe4 de 11.Nc4 Qa6 


Continued on the next page 
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12.Nfe5 g5 13.Qh5 Rh7 
14.Nxd7 Kxd7 15.Ne5+ Ke7 
16.84 f6 17.¢f ef 18.Ng6+ Ke6 
19.Bxg5 hg 20.Nxf8+ Rxf8 
21.Qxh7 Qe2 22.Rfel Qg4+ 
23.Kf1 Rf7 24.Qh8 Qf3 
25.Rbd1 Rd7 26.c4 Re7 
27.d54 ed 28.088+ Rf7 29.cd+ 
Ke7 30.d6+ Ke6 31.Qe8+ 1-0 


Dmitry Zilberstein- 
Art Braden 
Universe Open, 1995 


1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Be? 
4.Nf3 Nf6 5.Bf4 0-0 6.e3 c5 
7.de Bxe5 8.Qc2 No6 9.a3 
Qe7 10.Rd1 Rd8 11.b4 Bb6 
12.B£5 h6 13.Bxf6 Oxf6 14.cd 
ed 15.Nxd5 Rxd5 16.Rxd5 
Qal+ 17.Rd1 Qxa3 18.b5 
Ba5+ 19.Nd2 Bg4 20.Be2 Nd4 
21.ed Re8 22.0-0 Bxe2 
23.Rfel Re6 24.d5 Bxdl 
25.Qc8+ Kh7 26.de fe 
27.Rxd1 Qa4 28.Qc1 Oxb5 
29.Qb1+ 1-0 


Richard Dorn- 
Agnis Kaugars 
Universe Open, 1995 

1.e4 Nf6 2.e5 Nd5 3.d4 d6 
4.c4 Nb6 5.ed cd 6.Nc3 g6 
7.Nf3 Bg7 8.Be2 0-0 9.Be3 Be6 
10.b3 Ne6 11.Rc1 d5 12.c5 
Nc8 13.0-0 Bg4 14.Qd2 e6 
15.h3 Bxf3 16.Bxf3 N8e7 
17.Ne2 Nf5 18.84 Nxe3 
19.Qxe3 Qh4 20.Bg2 Rae& 
21.f4 f5 22.85 Kf7 23.Red1 h6 
24.b4 Rh8 25.b5 Na5 26.Ng3 
Ne4 27.Qf2 hg 28.fg Qxg5 
29.Rfel Rh4 30.Bxd5 ed 
31.Rxe8 Kxe8 32.Kh2 Rxh3+ 
33.Kxh3 0¢4+ 34.Kh2 Oxd1 
35.Ne2 Qd2 36.082 Qh6+ 
37.Kg1 Qe3+ 38.Kh1 Qe4 0-1 


Thomas Wolski- 
Allen Becker 
Universe Open, 1995 


1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cd 
4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.Be3 e5 
7.Nb3 Beé 8.{3 Be7 9.Qd2 
Nbd7 10.84 h6 11.h4 Qc7 
12.Rg1 Nb6 13.g5 hg 14.hg 
Nfd7 15.0-0-0 0-0-0 16.Na5 
Kb8 17.Kb1 Ne5 18.Nd5 Nxd5 
19.ed Bf5 20.Re1 Rh4 21.Qel 


Rh2 22.R$2 Rh1 23.Qb4 Ka8 
24.Rd2 Rdh8 25.Nb3 R8h4 
26.Qc3 Kb8 27.Nxc5 de 
28.Red1 Bd6 29.Bf2 R4h2 
30.33 $6 31.Re1l Bh3 32.Bd3 
Rxel+ 33.Bxel Rh1 34.Re2 
Bfl 35.Re4 Bxd3 36.Qxd3 c4 
37.Qe2 Qc5 38.Ka2 Qxd5 
39.Be3 Rel 40.f4 ef 41.Rd4 
Qc6 42.Rxd6 f3 43.0e5 1-0 


Paul Enright-Rost T sodikov 
Universe Open, 1995 


1.Nf3 Nf6 2.c4 $6 3.Nc3 Bg7 
4.e4 d6 5.d4 0-0 6.Be2 c5 
7.0-0 Ne6 8.d5 Nb4 9.h3 Nd7 
10.Be3 Na6 11.Qd2 Bh8 
12.Rael Ne7 13.Nh2 a6 14.a4 
b5 15.cb ab 16.ab Nb6 
17.Bh6 Re8 18.f4 e6 19.de 
Nxe6 20.f5 Nd4 21.Qf4 Be5 
22.Qd2 øf 23.Bd3 Kh8 24.ef f6 
25.N$4 Rg8 26.Be4 Ra7 
27.Kh1 Bb7 28.Nxe5 de 
29.Bxb7 Rxb7 30.Qd3 Rd7 
31.64 Ne8 32.Na4 c4 33.Qxc4 
Nd6 34.0b4 Qa8+ 35.Kh2 
Nf3+ 36.Rxf3 Qxf3 37.Nc5 
Qf24 38.Kh1 Nxf5 0-1 


James Eade-Allen Becker 
Universe Open, 1995 


1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 b6 3.Bf4 e6 
4.e3 Bb7 5.Bd3 Be7 6.Nbd2 d5 
7.Qe2 Nbd7 8.a4 c5 9.c3 0-0 
10.h3 a6 11.0-0 Ne4 12.Bc2 f5 
13.Ne5 Nxe5 14.Bxe5 Nxd2 
15.Qxd2 Bd6 16.f4 Bxe5 17.fe 
Qg5 18.Rf2 Rf7 19.Kh2 Raf8 
20.R¢1 h5 21.83 $6 22.Rgg2 
Rh7 23.K$1 ed 24.ed Oxd2 
25.Rxd2 Kf7 26.Kf2 Bc6 
27.Ke3 $5 28.h4 Rg7 29.Bdl 
Kg6 30.Rdf2 g4 31.Rg1 Rb7 
32.Bc2 Re8 33.Ral Rbe7 
34.Bd3 Bb7 35.Ra3 Rb8 
36.Re2 Rbc8 37.Ral Re6 
38.Kd2 Rd8 39.b3 Re7 
40.Racl Red7 41.Ke3 a5 
42.Bb5 Rc7 43.c4 Rde8 44.c5 
be 45.Rxe5 Rxoe5 46.dc Be6 
47.Kd4 Kf7 48.Rb1 Ke7 49.b4 
Bxb5 50.ab a4 51.c6 a3 
52.Kc5 f4 53.b6 Kd8 54.b7 
Rb8 55.Kd6 1-0 


W.C.Haines- 
Gabriel Sanchez 
Universe Open, 1995 
1.c4 c5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.Nc3 $6 
4.e3 B$7 5.d4 0-0 6.Be2 ed 
7.Nxd4 Nc6 8.0-0 d6 9.Nc2 


Be6 10.e4 Re8 11.Bd2 Nd7 
12.Re1 Nc5 13.f3 f5 14.ef Bxf5 
15.Ne3 Be6 16.Re1 Nb4 
17.Ned5 Bxd5 18.Nxd5 Nxd5 
19.cd Bxb2 20.Be3 Bxc3 
21.Rxc3 Qb6 22.Kh1 Ne4 
23.fe Rxc3 24.Bg4 Rf2 25.Rf1 
Ree2 26.Be6+ Kg7 27.h4 Rxg2 
28.0f3 Rh24 0-1 


Adrian Keatinge-Clay 
-Richard Dorn 
Universe Open, 1995 


1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nf3 Nf6 
4.Nc3 Bf5 5.ed ed 6.Qb3 b6 
7.Bf4 e6 8.e3 Be7 9.Bxb8 
Rxb8 10.Bb5+ Kf8 11.Ne5 Rb7 
12.Ba6 Re7 13.0-0 Ne4 
14.Nxe4 Bxe4 15.Racl f6 
16.Nc6 Qd6 17.Qa4 Kf7 
18.Rc3 h5 19.Rfc1 h4 
20.Ne5+ fe 21.Rxce7 ed 22.Rd7 
Qe5 23.Rec7 Re8 24.0a3 Qg5 
25.f3 Bxf3 26.Rxe7« Qxe7 
27.Qxe7+ Rxe7 28.Rxe7+ 
Kxe7 29.¢f de 30.f4 Kf6 
31.Kg2 g5 32.fg+ Kxg5 33.Kf3 
d4 34.Ke4 Kg4 35.Be2+ Kh3 
36.Kxd4 Kxh2 37.Kxe3 Kg3 
38.Be4 e5 39.Ke4 Kf2 40.Kxe5 
Ke3 41.Kd6 h3 42.Ke6 h2 
43.Bd5 Kd4 44.24 a6 45.Bg2 
1-0 


Diana Ong-Carl Odegaard 
Universe Open, 1995 
1.e4 ¢c5 2.c3 Nf6 3.e5 Nd5 
4.d4 ed 5.cd d6 6.Nf3 Nc6 
7.Be4 Nb6 8.Bb3 de 9.d5 NaS 
10.Nc3 Nxb3 11.Qxb3 e6 
12.Nxe5 ed 13.0-0 Be7 14.Rd1 
0-0 15.a4 a5 16.Be3 Bb4 
17.Nd3 Ne4 18.Nxb4 Nxe3 
19.fe ab 20.Qxb4 Qg5 
21.Nxd5 Bf5 22.Ne7+ Kh8 
23.Nxf5 Qxf5 24.e4 Qe5 
25.Rd5 Qf4 26.Rf1 Qe3- 
27.Kh1 Rab8 28.Rd7 b6 
29.Rb7 h6 30.Re7 Rbc8 31.h3 
Re2 32.Rexf7 Rxf7 33.Rxf7 
Rel+ 34.Kh2 Q0g1+ 35.Kg3 
Qe3+ 36.Rf3 Og5+ 37.Kh2 
Qe5+ 38.Rg3 Rf1 39.Qxb6 h5 
40.Qd8+ Kh7 41.Qg5 Qxb2 
42.e5 $6 43.Qxg6+ Kh8 
44.0673 1-0 
Brian Rothbach-Diana Ong 
Universe Open, 1995 


1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 d5 3.Nxe5 Bd6 
4.d4 Ne7 5.Bg5 0-0 6.Bxe7 
Qxe7 7.Nc3 de 8.Nc4 Nc6 





9.d5 Ne5 10.Nxd6 Oxd6 11.4 
Bf5 12.Be2 Q$6 123.R$1 Rfe8 
14.24 Nf3+ 15.Bxf3 ef+ 16.Kf] 
Bx$4 17.R$3 f5 18.0d2 h5 
19.h4 Qf6 20.0$5 Ox$5 21. 
h4 22.Rxg4 fg 23.Nd1 Re2 
24.Rc1 Rae8 25.Ne3 $3 26.b4 
Rxf2+ 27.Kg1 Rxe3 28.86 Rte) 
29.Kf1 §2+ 30.Kg1 Rel+ 0-] 


Carlos Macabeo—Diana Ong 
Universe Open, 1995 


1.e4 e5 2.Nc3 Bc5 3.Be4 Nf6 
4.d3 d5 5.Nxd5 Nxd5 6.Bxd5 
0-0 7.Qh5 Qf6 8.Nf3 h6 
9.0xe5 Qb6 10.0-0 Bg4 
11.Qf4 Bxf3 12.Qxf3 Nc6 
13.Q$4 Ne5 14.0$3 N$6 
15.Be3 c6 16.Bc4 Bxe3 17 fe 
Qxb2 18.0x$6 Kh8 19.Qh5 
Qxc2 20.Rxf7 Qd2 21.Rxf8. 
Rxf8 22.0d1 Qxe3-4 23.Khl 
Rf2 24.Qe1 Re2 25.Qh4 b5 
26.Qd8+ Kh7 27.Bg8+ Kg6 
28.Qd6+ Kg5 29.Qe5+ Kh4 
30.63+ Kg4 31.Q0f5# 1-0 


Jim Stapleton- 
Carlos Macabeo 
Universe Open, 1995 


1.d4 c5 2.d5 Nf6 3.e4 Qb6 
4.Nc3 d6 5.e4 B$4 6.Nf3 Nbd? 
7.Be2 h5 8.Qb3 Qxb3 9.ab a6 
10.Bf4 Nb6 11.h3 Bxf3 
12.Bxf3 Nfd7 13.0-0 f6 14.h4 
Ne5 15.Bxe5 de 16.83 $5 
17.hg fg 18.K82 0-0-0 19.Rhl 
h4 20.Bg4+ Kb8 21.Be6 Bg7 
22.Ne2 Rh6 23.Rh3 Na8 
24.Rahl1 RdhS8 25.13 Nc7 
26.B$4 Ka7 27.Nc3 Rb6 28. 
gh 29.f4 ef 30.Rb1 Bd4 31.Ne 
Be5 32.Rf3 Rg6 33.Kh3 Rhgs 
34.R$1 Bxb2 35.Rxf4 Ne8 
36.Rg2 Nf6 37.Bf3 Rxg2 
38.Bxg2 Be5 39.Rxh4 Kb6 
40.Nf4 Ka5 41.Nd3 Rg3+ 
42.Kh2 Rxd3+ 0-1 


Frisco Del-Rosario- 
Patrick Howlett 

Universe Open, 1995 
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.Nc3 No6 
4.d4 cd 5.Nxd4 a6 6.Be2 Née 
7.Nb3 b5 8.0-0 Bb7 9.Nc5 Qi 
10.Bf4 e5 11.Bg3 Ng6 12.Nd) 
Qc8 13.Nb6 Qc7 14.Nxa8 
Bxa8 15.Nxa6 Qa5 16.Bxbs 
Nd4 17.a4 Bb7 18.c3 No6 
19.Nb4 Bxb4 20.cb Qxb4 
21.0d5 Nge7 22.Q0c4 Qxb2 
23.Bxc6 Bxc6 24.Rab1 1-0 
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Ziloerstein Wins Stamer 


by Sam Sloan 


Sixteen-year-old master Dmitry Zilberstein won the 32nd Annual Arthur B. Stamer Memorial Chess Tournament held June 9-11, 
1995 at the Mechanics’ Institute Chess Club in San Francisco. Mike Goodall directed. 


Zilberstein tied for first with NM Paul Enright with 4.5-.5, and won on tie breaks. Tied for second with 4-1 were International 
Master Walter Shipman, and masters I. Margulis, R. Anderson, R. Wong, and David Blohm. 


All of the game scores from this event were given to International Master John Grefe, who will be annotating the best five games 


for publication in the California Chess Journal. 


The highest rated played was International Master Walter Shipman. Shipman, 65, moved to San Francisco just three weeks ago, 


after living his whole life in New York City. In that case, what 
happened to his beautiful daughter, Judith Shipman, a rated Class 
A player, and to his son, Joseph Shipman, a rated master? 


The Mechanics’ Institute Chess Club is the oldest chess club 
in America. The Mechanics’ Institute was founded in 1854 and 
the chess room was opened in 1858, four years later. However, 
in 1906, the building housing the Mechanics’ Institute was de- 
stroyed by the great San Francisco earthquake. The new Me- 
chanics Institute building was not built until 1909, three years 
later, and during the intervening three years the chess club was 
not in existence. For that reason, the Manhattan Chess Club in 





"The ICC is my favorite place to play blitz. 
The action is continuous and the variety of 
opponents endless." 

-- GM Roman Dzindzichashvili (3,000 
games played on ICC) 








Try us out as a guest for free: 
"telnet CHESS.LM.COM 5000" 


Register on-line using telnet or contact us at: 
1-(412) 362-6334 


ICC, 840 College St., 
Pittsburgh, PA 15232 USA 


email: ICC 9 CHESS.LM.COM 












NO monthly fees and NO hourly fees 


orders, personal US$ checks 








THE INTERNET CHESS CLUB 


The world's most active and exciting chess club! 
Thousands of games played every day! 


New York City, which was established in 1882, claims to be “the 


oldest chess club in America in continuous existence”. 


Arthur B. Stamer was born in the 1880s and won the Me- 
chanics’ Institute chess championship in 1905. In the 1940s, 
Stamer retired as Assistant Superintendent of the Mails of San 
Francisco and thereafter became the director of the chess room, 
a position he held until his death in 1963. 


The first Stamer Memorial in 1963 was won by his son, Chet 
Stamer, a lowly Class A player, who defeated several masters in 
his father’s honor. 


An International Chess Club! 


9 You can play chess anytime with people worldwide! 
Get ratings, choose the time control and opponents! 


€ Alllevels welcome, beginner to Grandmaster. Many IMs 
and GMs are members! 


9 Chat, make friends. Watch GMs, analyze, save games. 


@ Searchable on-line Database of over 20,000 IM and 
GM games played on ICC and available nowhere else! 


9 Tremendous number of free events for members: 
Master Lectures, Lessons, Simuls; GM blitz sessions; 
Live GM-GM and GM-computer matches; Play the 
Master nights; Blitz Tournaments, etc. 


@ Over 200 people watched the live Game/30 match 
between GM Psakhis and Chess Genius 3.0 on April 22! 


Visa, Mastercard, American Express, postal money |19 play on the Internet Chess Club, all you need 1s a computer, 
modem, and internet access. Contact us for internet provider info. 
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Vinay, Vidi, Vict 


Vinay Bhat has qualified for the world championships in his age group. His father, Subru Bhat, has written to us not only to thank 
CalChess for its modest financial support, but to also point out how expensive it is for Vinay to compete. The Bhat family is making 
many sacrifices to have Vinay represent this country in a prestigious competition and we encourage our membership to five 


assitance whenever possible. 


Tax deductable donations may be made to the Kolty Chess for Youth Foundation whose mission it is to promote the game of 
chess for the young people of Northern California. More information on this may be obtained from the Foundation's president, Tom 


Dorsch: 510¢481-5351. 


Vinay also won the 1995 National Elementary K-5 Open Championship held April 7-9, 1995 in Little Rock, Arkansas. Out of 
about 1,200 players in this tournament, Vinay was the only player to win all seven games and obtain a perfect score of 7.0. Below he 
annotates one of his wins along the way to his national title. (Time control was 25/1; SD/30.) 


Vinay Bhat—Samson Benen 
1995 National Elementary Chess Championships 
K-—5 Open, Round 6, Board | 
Annotations by Bhat 


1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.exd5 cxd5 4.Bd3 Nc6 5.c3 Qc7 6.h3 
Keeping off the main lines. 

6...e6 7.Nf3 Nf6 8.0-0 Be7 9.Rel 0-0 10.Nbd2 Bd7 11.Ne5 

Rab8 12.Ndf3 b5 13.Bf4 Bd6 14.Qe2 


Supports the knight once again to keep it as a 
thorn in Black’s position. 


14...Na5 15.Racl Qb7 16.Bg3 


Seeing that my bishop might cause me some 
trouble later on, because it is unguarded, is why I 
played this move. It also has a small tactic attached 
to it. 


16...Ne8 


Black was being threatened with 17.Ng6 winning 
the exchange but this move abandons support of the 
kingside which is now vulnerable to an attack. Better 
is 16...Bc7 followed by 17...a6 to support the weak 
b-pawn. 


17.433 Nc4 18.Ng5 g6 


Black is now in big trouble. If 18...f5 19.Nd7 wins 
the e-pawn and if 18...h6 succumbs the rook to 
19.Nh7. Therefore Black’s only move is 18...g6 which 
is answered by... 


19.Nxh7! Kxh7 
Forced. 
(O.Nxg6! 


The double knight sacrifice rips apart Black’s kingside while 
securing at least a Rook and two pawns for the two knights. 


20...Kg7 


Of course 20...fxg6 loses to 21.Qh5+ Kg8 22.Qxg6+ Ng7 
23.Qh7+ Kf7 24.Bg6+ Ke7 (if 24...Kf6 25.Bh4+) 25.Qxg7+ Kd8 
26.Bxd6 and White will win easily. 


21.Nxf8 Kxf8 22.Bh4 
Cutting off the king’s retreat. 
22...Be7 23.Qh5 Bxh4 24.Qh8+ 


Gains a tempo. 


24...Ke7 25.Qxh4+ Kd6 26.0834 Ke7 27.Qh4+ Kd6 28.b3 
Na5 


Probably better is 28...Nxa3 but the knight is badly placed 
here. 





29.c4 Nxb3 
If 29...dxc4 30.bxe4 bxce4 31.Qf44 Ke7 32.Rb1 wins. 


30.c5+ Ke6 31.Rcb1 Na5 32.Bb5« Kc7 33.c6 Nc6 34.Recl 
Kd6 35.Bxc6 Qxb1 36.Rxb1 Rxb1+ 37.Kh2 Bc6 


Despite Black’s rook, bishop, and knight White’s win is fairly 
easy. 


38.Qd8+ Bd7 39.Qa5 Bc6 40.Qa7 Rb7 41.Qc5« Kd7 42.Qf8 


Kd8 43.h4 f6 44.Qc5 Rc7 45.h5 Bb7 46.Qb6 e5 47.h6 Kc8 
48.Qc7+ 


Now it’s just a matter of time. 


48...Kc7 49.h7 exd4 50.h8/Q Kd7 51.Qh7+ Kce6 52.Qe7 Nd6 
53.Qf6 d3 54.Qc3« Kb5 55.Qd34 Nc4 56.84 Kc5 57.85 Ned 
58.Qe3+ Kd6 59.Qb6+ Resigns 1-0 
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Berkeley (ass Struggle 


By Don Shennum 





A lack of advertising and bad timing hurt the attendance at this year’s Berkeley Class Struggle, held June 3-4 at the Pauley Ballroom 
on the UC-Berkeley campus. Still, the 80-plus players who attended found the conditions optimal and the competition wide open. 
Seattle IM John Donaldson seems to have found Berkeley to his liking this year. In February, he scored a 6-0 sweep in the People's 
tournament. He kept his Berkeley streak alive by scoring 3.5-.5 in the Open section of the Class Struggle, good enough for clear first 
place and $250. This tournament was John’s to win from the beginning, as second-seeded Craig Mar was held to a first round draw 
by Expert Daniel Chinn, and third-seeded Rich Kelson was held to a first round draw by Sacramento A player Stewart Katz. Right 
behind John on the winners list was NM Tigran Ishkhanov, with an undefeated 3-1 score which earned him $150. Tying for third 
place and splitting $100 were the aforementioned Mar, Kelson, Frode Lillevold and Mark Crane, all with 2.5-1.5 scores. 


The Expert section was probably the most fun to watch. Though the section was the smallest with less than ten players, this 
meant that no one was out of the running for prize money until the very end. When the smoke had settled in this section, Larry 
Snyder ended up in clear first place with a 3-1 score, good enough for $200. Tying for 2nd—3rd place were Mark Brown and Paul 
Liebhaber, whose 2.5-1.5 scores earned each of them $77.50. The big story in this section was Mark Brown, who as the bottom seed 
in the section played all of the top four seeds and was leading the section going ino the last round. Snyder's last round victory over 
him prevented it from being a perfect weekend. 


Two Berkeley mainstays delivered the goods in the A section. Robert Smith earned $160 and took clear first with a 3.5-.5 score. 
Right behind him was fellow Berkeleyan Gilbert Chambers with a 3-1 score which earned him $85. Splitting the third place prize 
of $40 was Craig Andries, Steven Krasnov, and Lazar Schnaiderman, all with 2.5-1.5 scores. 


In the B section, Andrew Milburn scored 3.5-.5, which earned him the first place prize of $140. Francisco Carrillo and Ursula 
Foster shared second place with 3-1 scores. Both players earned $52.50. 


The C section saw Berkeley Bishops product David Pruess and Richmond’s Garland Comins tie for first place and earn $80. In 
the D section, Kurt Jacobs went undefeated and led the field by a full 1.5 points while earning $70. Jacob Pruess earned $30 with his 
second place score of 2.5-1.5. The $55 unrated prize was won by David Oleski, with 2.5 points. 


As stated earlier, a lack of advertising hurt the attendance. All of the previous Class Struggles have been held on the last 
weekend of June. This year, Jerome Weikel wanted that weekend to run a megatournament in Reno, and the Class Struggle was 
moved to the first weekend of June. This threw some would-be players off, and many potential players were too worn out to play the 
week after LERA’s annual Memorial weekend tournament. However, with the new June scheduling, avid players can play in a 
tournament in Northern California every weekend between Labor Day and the Fourth of July! 


The tournament was directed by Don Shennum and Todd Imada. 


TS Some Judividual Struggles TD 


Tony Newhall-Jan Kovar 
Berkeley, 1995 
1.e4 e6 2.Nf3 d5 3.ed ed 4.d4 Bd6 5.c4 dc 6.Bxe4 Qe7- 7.Be3 Nf6 8.0-0 0-0 9.Re1 Bg$4 10.B$5 Od8 11.Nc3 h6 12.Bh4 $5 13.Bg3 Bxg2 
14.h$ Ne6 15.Qd3 Nb4 16.Q$64 Kh8 17.Qxh6+ Nh7 18.a3 Bxf3 19.gf Qxd4 20.Re4 Qf6 21.Qh5 Nc6 22.Rael Rad8 23.Kg2 Qg7 
24.Rh1 Rd6 25.Nd5 f5 26.Re8 Rd8 27.Nf6 Rfxe8 28.Qxh7+ 1-0 


Stewart Katz-Rich Kelson Frade Lillevold-Craig Mar 
Berkeley, 1995 M.K. Saca-D. Sims Berkeley, 1995 
1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.Nxe5 d6 4.Nf3 Nxe4 5.d4 d5 Berkeley, 1995 1.83 d5 2.Bg2 Nf6 3.c4 $6 4.cxd5 Nxd5 
6.Bd3 Be7 7.0-0 Ne6 8.c3 B$4 9.Re1 f5 10.Nbd2 0- Le4 e5 2.Nf3 f5 3.Nxe5 5.Nc3 Nxo3 6.bxc3 Bg7 7.Nf3 0-0 8.0-0 
0 11.Nf1 Kh8 12.h3 Bh5 13.N$3 Nx$3 14.fx$3 Bd6 Qf6 4.d4 d6 5.Nf3 fe 6.B$5 e5 9.d4 exd4 10.exd4 Nco6 11.Ba3 Re8 
19.Qh4 Bg6 20.Nxh7 Kg8 21.Bxg6 Qxg6 22.Nxf8 9.Bh3+ Ke6 10.Qc4+ Kb6 15.Qa4 Bd7 16.Ne4 Qa5 17.Qxa5 Nxa5 
Rxf8 23.Qh5 Qe4 24.Bd2 Nxd4 25.Rel Ne2+ 11.Qb3+ Ke6 12.d5+ 18.Ne5 Be8 19.Na6 Rd8 20.Nxc7 Rb8 
26.Rxe2 Qxe2 27.Qxd5+ Rf7 28.Q0d8+ Kh7 29.Qh4+ 1-0 21.Nd5 Be6 22.Nf4 Be4 23.Rec1 Bf8 
Kg8 30.Qd8+ Rf8 31.Qd5+ Rf7 32.Qd8+ 1/2-1/2 | 24.Bxf8 Kxf8 25.Re3 b5 26.Ra3 1-0 
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The Director’s Viewpoint 


15th Annual San Joaquin Championship 





by Allan Fifield 


It is a TD’s dream to direct the annual San Joaquin Championship in Fresno. The recipe for success is really quite simple! Start wit 
two hard working local organizers (Dennis and Marian Wajckus), add a perfect tournament site (St Agnes Hospital) and mix in log 


—-»9 ft) n2 


players who are true gentlemen (The Fresno Chess Club). But the secret ingredient is the Fresno tradition of fighting chess ay 
great upsets right from round one. Accelerated pairings are used in the first two rounds to increase the number of competitiy 


games from the initial pawn push. 


The Upset Prize is highly valued by all the players who eagerly keep track of each victory by lower rated players. In the fir; 
round Kevin Cripe started strong with a 417 point upset of a master only to be instantly eclipsed by Lewis Spate’s 443 point fir 
round triumph. Lewis’s fifteen moments of fame came to a quick end in the second round as local favorite ‘Uncle’ Bill Davis score 


a 463 point upset to eventually win the upset prize. 


oom pt TT P C 


Now enjoy some fighting chess from this tournament as in many cases the tigers are devoured by the mice! 


Carolyn Withgitt-Artak Akopian 
95 San Joaquin Championship (1) 
French Defense (Exchange) 


The loss of two tempos against a strong 
master makes life painful! 


1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.exd5 exd5 4.Bd3 Bd6 5.Nc3 c6 6.Nf3 
Nf6!? 

An interesting moment. Not so long ago in the exchange 
French standard play for black was Ne7 intending to break the 
white pin Bg5 with f6. The resulting positions were very solid 
but almost impossible to win. Now most black players accept the 
pin with Nf6 to create more winning chances. 


7.Bg5 0-0 8.Qd2?! 
Preferable is 0-0. 
Re8+! 9.Be3 Ne4 10.Bxe4 dxe4 11.Ng1 
White has lost two tempos. 
Nd7 12.0-0-0 Nb6! 
Nc4 is a nasty threat. 
13.f3? 
The ugly b3 is probably required. 
13...exf3 14.Bg5 f6 15.Bh4 Nc4 16.Qd3 
16.Qf2 fx$2 17.Qxg2 Ne3 wins the exchange. 
16...fxg2 (0-1) 


Arthur Wang-Kevin Cripe 
95 San Joaquin Championship (1) 
Closed Sicilian 


19...Nc2 is a nice tactical shot as Kevin Cripe 
upsets a master. 


1.e4 c5 2.83 d6 3.Bg2 Nf6 4.Ne2 Nc6 5.0-0 86 6.c4 B7 
7.Nbc3 0-0 8.d3 


Botvinnik used to win a lot of these type of positions with 
the plan f2-f4-f5 but currently black seems to score well with 


the pawn break b7-b5. 
S...Bd7 9.h3 a6 10.Kh2 Qc7 11.Be3 RfbS! 12.a4?!' 


Tries to stop b7-b5 but creates a wonderful outpost for th 
black knight on b4. Perhaps white should allow b7-b5 while con 
pleting preparations for his own f2-f4. 


12...Nb4 13.Qd2 e5 14.f4 Ra7! 15.fxe5 dxe5 16.Nc1 b$5 
Anyway... 
17.Qf2 bxe4 18.Bxc5 Rab7 19.dxc4 Nc2! 20.Nd3 | 


20.Qxc2 Rxb2 followed by Qxc5 or if 20. Ral moves ther 
Rxb2. 


20...Nxal 21.Rxal Be6 22.Nd5 Bxd5 23.cxd5 Rb3 24.Ra3 
Nd7 25.Ba7 RSb7 26.Rxb3 Rxb3 


Replacement! 
27.Bf1 f5 28.Nc5 
This loses everything! 


28...Qxa7 29.Qe2 Nxc5 30.exf5 Qb6 31.d6 Rxb2 (0-1) 


Owen Overton-Lewis Spate 
95 San Joaquin Championship (1) 
English 


Lewis Spate hangs tough through some awful looking 
positions until a gift appears. 


1.Nf3 Nf6 2.c4 86 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.83 0-0 5.Bg2 c5 6.d4! cxd4 
7.Nxd4 d6 8.0-0 a6 9.e4 Qc7 10.b3 
Qe2 or Qd3 are options. 
10...Bd7 11.Nd5 Qd8 12.Be3 
Why not Bb2? 
12...Ng4 13.Bg5 f6 14.Bc1 Nc6 15.Bb2 
Eventually! 
15...Nxd4 16.Bxd4 Rc8 17.f4! Nh6 


White is clearly better. 
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18.Nb6!? 

Giving up the wonderful d5 knight to gain the bishop pair; 
an alternative plan is Rel followed by constriction. 
18...Rb8 19.Nxd7 Qxd7 20.Qd3 Nf7 21.Rad1 Qc7 22.Bc3?! 


White should formulate a plan to open the position to take 
advantage of the bishop pair. 
22...Rfe8 23.Qe3 Rbd8 24.Rd5 b6 25.Bd4 Rb8 26.Bc3 


White is shuffling pieces around in a superior position at- 
tempting to win without any plan or risk. 


26...e6 27.Rd2 a5 28.Qd3 Rbc8 29.f5 e5 30.fx$6 hxg6 
31 Bh3 Red8 32.Rdf2 Ng5 33.Bg2 Rf8 34.Qd5+ Kh7 35.Bd2 


Nf7 36.Bh3 Qc5 37.Qd3 Ng5 38.Kg2 
38.Bx$5!? fx$5 40.Kg2 looks like a promising endgame. 


38...Nxh3 39.Kxh3 Qc8+ 40.Kg2 Qc6 41.Be3 f5 42.Qd5 
Qxd5 43.cxd5 fxe4 44.Bxb6 Rxf2+ 45.Rxf2 Ra8 46.Re2 Ra6 
47.Bd8 a4 48.Rxe4 axb3 49.axb3 Ra2+ 50.Kf3 Rd2! 51.b4 
Rxd5 52.Be7 Kg8 53.Re4 Kf7 54.Ke4 Rd2 55.Ke3? Bh6+! 
(0-1) 

Serendipity is so often the reward for just staying alive in 
chess! 


Bill Davis-Owen Overton 
95 San Joaquin Championship (2) 
Closed Sicilian 


‘Uncle’ Bill scores a 463 point upset to win the Upset Prize. 


1.e4 c5 2.d3 Nc6 3.NÍ3 d6 4.Nbd2 $6 5.83 Bg7 6.Bg2 Nf6 
7.0-0 0-0 8.Rel d5 9.exd5 Nxd5 10.Ne4 b6 11.c4?! 


Seems doubtful as it leaves the white d pawn backward on 
an open file and increases the scope of black's $2 bishop. 


11...Ne4 
Nf6 and piling up on the d file looks more natural. 
12.43 Bb? 13.Rb1 Ne6 14.Neg5 Ncd4? 


The California Chess 
Journal Wants You! 


The California Chess Journal reports on the full-range of 
chess events happening in Northern California or on mat- 
ters of interest to CalChess members. We cover events 
ranging from world-class tournaments to small, local quads. 
All our readers are welcome to submit articles, games, tour- 
nament reports, or letters. 


Material must be submitted on computer disk. We 
prefer files to be in Microsoft Word format (either for DOS/ 
Windows or Macintosh). We can also read files in 
WordPerfect (for either platform); otherwise submit files 
in ASCII or Text format (without line breaks). 


Send your article disk to the editor: James Eade, 
Hypermodern Press, 2443 Fillmore St. #167, San Fran- 
cisco CA 94115 or send the file electronically to 
Hypermdn@AOL.com. 





The seeret ingredient is the 


Fresno tradition of fighting 
chess and great upsets. 





Nxg5 was fine; the text appears to drop material. 
15.Nxd4 Bxg2 16.Ndxe6 fxe6 17.Nxe6 
Surprize! This knight fork is a killer. 


17...Qc8 18.Kx$2 Rf7 19.Nx87 Kxg7 20.b4 Qc6« 21.Kg1 
Raf8 22.Bf4 Rf5 23.Rxe7+ Kg8 24.Be5! 


To save his queen white must allow the exchange of a pair of 
rooks so... 


(1-0) 
Kevin Cripe—Alfred Abraham 


95 San Joaquin Championship (4) 
Sicilian (Morra Gambit) 


Chef Special Today—Sacrifice A La Morphy... 
1.e4 c5 2.d4 exd4 3.c3 dxc3 4.Nxc3 e5 5.Bc4 d6 6.NÍ3 h6? 
7.Bxf7+! Kxf7 8.Nxe5+! Kf6 
dxNe5 drops the black queen. 
9.Qf3+ Kxe5 10.Qf7 Nf6 


Perhaps Qf6 offers a chance of survival as many ‘quiet’ moves 
by white are refuted by QxQ. 


11.f4+ Kd4 12.Be3+ Kxe3 13.0-0-0 Kxf4 14.Rhf1+ Kg5 
15.Rd5+ Kh4 16.Rf4+ Bg4 17.Rxg4+ Kxg4 18.Q86+ Kh4 
19.023« (1-0) 


Tom Dorsch-Tim Roth 
95 San Joaquin Championship (5) 
Alekhine (Four Pawns) 


With apologies to Reinfeld, not all doubled 
pawns are ugly or weak. 
1.e4 Nf6 2.e5 Nd5 3.d4 d6 4.c4 Nb6 5.f4?!? 


The most testing line and in a practical sense a mistake since 
Tim is sure to be well booked. 


5...dxe5 6.fxe5 Nc6 7.Be3 Bf5 8.Nc3 e6 9.Nf3 Be7 10.d5?! 


Be2 followed by 0-0 with a space advantage seems more pru- 
dent. 


10...exd5 11.cxd5 Nb4 12.Nd4 Bd7 13.e6 fxe6 14.dxe6 Bc6 
15.Bb5 0-0! 


Black allows the ugly doubled pawns to complete his devel- 
opment while the white king is stranded in the center. 


16.Bxc6 bxc6 17.a3 c5 18.Ndb5 Nd3+ 19.Ke2 c4! 
A beautiful doubled pawn. 

20.b3 Nf4+ 21.Bxf4 Rxf4 22.Qxd8+ Rxd8 
Replacement! 

23.Rab1 c6 
The second doubled pawn springs into action. 


24.Nxa7 Rf6 25.Rhel Bxa3 26.bxce4 Nxe4 27.Rb7?? Rd2 
mate (0-1) 


LOI i a Fa re a MEER uice ette tte 
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Ts a Kuight ou the Rim Dim! 


by FM Craig Mar 


I’m out of school and I’ve passed the bar—so now what? I think 
l'll defend a few murderers and chase some ambulances for start- 
ers. Middle-age and adult responsibilities tend to drag one’s play- 


ing strength down, but this middle-aged master still enjoys the 


battle over the board. 


The problem I’ve noticed with beginning and intermediate 
chess books is that they tend to fill the novice’s head with un- 


breakable rules: 


e Develop knights before bishops 


e Don’t move the same piece twice in the opening 


¢ Don’t develop your queen to early 


e d5 is the equalizing move in the Sicilian 


* Always castle early 


e Don’t give up a bishop for a knight unless you have good rea- 


son to. 


The problem with these rules is that thev can all be easily 
broken. Also, these rules apply mostly to the opening. I prefer 


middlegame rules: 


e The best reaction to a flank attack is a center thrust 


¢ Don’t castle into an open file 


* You can’t win a game on one wing alone 


* A knight on the rim is dim 


Supplemental Games 


V. Simagin-T. Peterosian 
Moscow, 1950 


1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 
4.a3 Bxc3+ 5.bxe3 No6 6.f3 
b6 7.e4 Ba6 8.B$5 Na5! 19.e5 
h6 10.Bh4 $5 11.Bf2 Nh5! 
12.h4 f5 13.exf6 Oxf6 14.c5 
Bxf1 15.Kxf1 $4 16.0d3 0-0 
17.Rel Nf4 18.Qc2 Ne4 19.83 
Of5! 20.Re1 Qd3+ 21.Qxd3 
Nxd3 22.Rd1 Ndb2 23.Ral 
£xf3 24.Nh3 bxe5 25.K$1 Nd3 
26.Kh2 Rab8 27.Ra2 Rb3 
28.dxc5 e5 29.84 e4 30.85 e3 
31.$xh6 exf2 32.Nxf2 Nxf2 
33.Rxf2 Kh7 34.Rd1 Rf7 
35.c6 d6 36.Rd3 Rb2 37.K$3 
Rxf2 38.Kxf2 Ne5 39.Rd4 
Nxc6 40.Ra4 Kxh6 0-1 


Lee Corbin (2250)-Mar (2430) 
Santa Clara CC, 1985 

1.e4 d6 2.Bc4 Nf6 3.Qe2 e5 

4.f4 Nc6 5.Nf3 B$4 6.c3 exf4 


7.d4 Nh35! 8.b4 Be7 9. d (a5! 
10.Bd3 Bh4-^ 11.Kd1 ( 
12.Nbd2 c6 123.Rb1 de 
]4.Rxb5 a6 15.Rb4 Re8 
16.Bb2 b5 17.d5 Bf6 18.Ke2 
Qb6 19.a4 Qc5 20.Kb1 Bxe3 
21.Bxc3 Qxc3 22.Rb2 bxa4 
23.Bxa6 Rb8 24.Rb5 Bd7 
25.61 d3 26.xh2 xb8 27:a2 b3 
28.c5 e5 29.84 xe4 30.85 e3 
31.h6 f2 32.f2 f2 33.12 Kxh7 
34.Rd1 Rxf7 35.c6 Bxd6 
36.Rd3 b2 37.83 f2 38.f2 e5 
39. Rd4 c6 40.Rxa4 Kh6 0-1 
W. Bricker (1680)-Mar (1640) 
Berkeley CC, 1974 


].e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 exd4 
4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 $6 6.Be2 
Bg7 7.0-0 Ne6 8.Be3 0-0 
9.Nb3 a5 10.f4 a4 11.Nd2 d5 
12.exd5 Nxd5 13.Nxd5 Qxd5 
14.Be4 Qd6 15.Rb1 Bf5 16.$4 
Bd4 17.Bxd4 Oxd44 18.Rf2 


The last rule is the title of this article. When is knight: 
rook four a good move? It depends on the position. Gener 
speaking, if the bishop five square is available, knight to ry 
four makes sense. In the featured $ame, however, the square; 
did not mean that much, but white's growing kinéside press; 
did. As a consequence, the knight on the rim indeed looked dj 


Mar (2513)-Mont-Reynaud (2136) 
San Mateo (16 July 1995) 


1.d4 Nf6 


2.c4 $6 3.Nc3 d5 4.cxd5 Nxd5 5.e4 Nxe3 6.bxo 
Bg7 7.Nf3 c5 S.Rb1 Nc6 9.d5 Bxc3+ 10.Bd2 Bxd2+ 11.Qx¢ 


Na5 12.Bb5+ Kf8 13.Qc3 Kg8 14.Qxc5 Kg7 15.0-0 b6 


16.Qd4+ {6 17.e5 Bb7 


; UY; 
E "Wy YY; Y, 
Sf 
^ , ^ "7 
; A ferry ar 7 
ZZ m» 
T 


1S.Rbd1 Re8 19.d6 Bxf3 20.exf64 exf6 21.8xf3 Re5 22.R& 





Rxb5 23.Re7+ Kh6 24.Q0f4+ Rg5+ 25.Kh1 Qc8 26.Qh4+ Ri 





27.Qxf6 R85 28.087+ Kh5 29.Qxh7+ Rxh7 30.Rxh7+ 


Be6 19.Bxe6 fxe6 20.c3 Qd3 
21.Qel e5 22.Rf3 Qd5 23.f5 
Rad8 24.Ne4 $xf5 25.$xf5 Kh8 
26.33 Rg8« 27.R$3 Qd3 
28.Kf2 Qc2+ 29.Kg1 Na5!? 
30.Kh1 Ne4 31.Rc1 Qxb2 
32.Ng5 Rdf8 33.Rb1 Qc2 
34.Rxb7 Rxf5 35.Ne4 Rxg3 
36.Nxg3 Rf2 37.Rb8+ Kg7 
38.Q0¢1 Kf7 39.h4 Rf4 40.Rh8 
Rxh4+ 


Kasparov—Karpov 
Seville, Match game #4 
1.c4 e5 2.Nc3 Nf6 3.Nf3 No6 
4.63 Bb4 5.Bg2 0-0 6.0-0 Re8 


7.d3 Bxc3 8.bxc3 e4 9.Nd4! 
10.dxe4 Nxe4 11.Qc2 d5 
12.exd5 Qxd5 13.e3 Na$! 
14.f3 Nd6 15.e4 Qc5 16.Be 
Ndc4 17.Bf2 Qe7 18.Radl 
Bd7 19.f4 Rad8 20.e5 B$4 
21.Nf5 Qe6 22.Rxd8 Rxd8 
23.Nd4 Qce8 24.f5 c5 25.Qe 
exd4 26.0x$4 Nxe5 27.Q€ 
Nec6 28.exd4 Nxd4 29.Bxd: 
Rxd4 30.f6 Qeo 31.Qb2 Qe 
32.Kh1 b6 33.fxg7 Ne4 
34.0c2 Kxg7 35.Bd5 Nd6 
36.Qb2 Qe5 37.Bb3 a5 38.0 
f5 39.0b2 b5 40.a3 K$6 
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Mike Klass is a professor at UC Berkeley in the Math and Stat Department specializing in probability. His busy schedule makes 
it difficult for him to compete in rated tournaments but he usually manages to get together for a two-hour lesson with John Grefe 
every few weeks. In January an old friend of his dropped by his office, where they played the following offhand game. Notes by 


Mike Klass (MK) and John Grefe (JG). 


M. Klass-J. Williams 
Old Benoni 


1.d4 Nf6 2. c4 c5 3.d5 d6 

MK: 3...e6 prevents White from capturing on d5 later with 
his e-pawn. 
4. Nc3 e6?! 

JG: If Black wants to play ...e6 he should first fianchetto his 
KB and castle. 
5.e4 ed5 6.ed5 


JG: White already has a clear advantage: Black is cramped, 
his d-pawn is vulnerable and his king bishop cannot get to the 
good square g7 because of a queen check at e2. 


6...Be7 
JG: 6...Bf5!? 
7.Bd3 a6 8.a4 


JG: Allowing Black to seal the queenside. It was probably 
better to keep the option of b2-b4 since a ...b7-b5 pawn sac 
achieves nothing. 


8...a5 9. h3! 


MK: Limiting the scope of Black’s queen bishop and keeping 
him cramped. 


JG: Another idea was Nge2-g3-f5. 
9...Na6 10. Nf3 Nb4 
JG: This knight seems well-posted but since Black can’t do 


anything on the queenside it will be cut off from the coming 
fight on the other wing. 


1 1.Bbl b6 12.0-0 0-0 13.Rel Re8 14. Bg5 


JG: No meaningful pawn activity is in sight due to the blocked 
symmetrical structure so the pieces will play the main role. White 
starts his kingside buildup and must figure out a way to bring his 
queen rook into action. 


14...Bd7 


MK: 14...Nfd5 fails to the simple 15.cd5. Black hopes to trade 
some wood with 15...Bf8 but probably 14...h6 was best. 


15.Qd2! 
| MK&JG: 15.Nh4 was tempting, so that if Black tries to free 
himself by entering the complications of 15...Nfd5, simply 


16.Qh5! wins. But 15...h6 16.Bf4 Nfd5!? would be very messy. 


White correctly piles on the pressure before trying to break 
through. 


15...h6? 
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JG: 15...Bf8!? 
16.Re7!? 

MK: I was worried about 16.Bh6 gh6 17.Qh6 Bf8 but the 
most accurate move order looks to be 16.Bh6! gh6 17.Re7!! be- 
cause 17...Re7 doesn’t really help, while if Black refuses the 
bishop sac he is simply a pawn minus and White has many posi- 
tional trumps. 


16...Qe7 17. Bh6! $h6?! 


MK&JG: The losing move. After 17...Nh7 18.Bf4 White stands 
much better despite his slight material deficit but there's no forced 
win in sight. 
18.Qh6 

MK: I saw that I would only have two pawns for the rook but 


that Black would be completely tied up with no chance of fun- 
neling reinforcements to his king. 


18...Ra7 19.Ng5!? 


MK: The pawn thrust 19.4! would win without embroiling 
White in any complications. It seems to force 19...Of8 20.Qf6 
Q$7 21.Ne4! with an easy technical win. 


19...Qel 20. Kh2 Qf2 


MK: On 20...Qe5 21.83 Bf5 White wins with 22.Nf3. Black 
has finally achieved some activity so White must continue accu- 
rately to bring home the victory. 


21.Bh7! 

MK: Giving up his strong B but allowing his queen kinght 
and queen rook to join the attack. 
21...Nh7 22.Qh7 Kf8 23.Nce4 Re4 


MK&JG: If 23...Qf4 24.83 wins. 23...Qf5 was best, when 
24.Qh6 Ke7 25.Qd6 Kd8 26.Qb6 (26.g4!?) gives a winning at- 
tack though White would still have to work to find the right moves. 


24.Qh6! 1-0 


JG: Though Black is lost resignation is premature, e.g., 
24...Ke8! 25.Ne4 Qb2 26.Nd6! (26.Rel Qe5!) Kd8 27.Nf7 gives a 
winning initiative but White has chances to go astray. 
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U.S. Open Games 


Continued from page 6 


42.f4 d4 43.Rb7+ Kh8 44.Rb6 Kh7 
45.Rb7+ Kh8 46.Rgg7 Rc8 47.Rh7+ Kg8 
48.Rbg7+ Kf8 49.Rf7+ Kg8 50.Rfg7+ Kf8 
51.b3 dxe3 52.Rf7+ Kg8 1/2-1/2 


B. Calton- T. Stevens; B06 


1.e4 $6 2.d4 Bg7 3.Nc3 Nh6 4.Bf4 d6 
5.Nf3 f6 6.0d2 $5 7.Be3 N$4 8.d5 Nxe3 
9.0xe3 c5 10.e5 dxe5 11.Bd3 0-0 12.84 


L. Davis-I. Margulis; B06 
1.d4 $6 2.e4 B$7 3.Nc3 c6 4.Nf3 d6 
5.Be3 b5 6.a4 b4 7.Na2 Nf6 8.Bd3 a5 
9.Nc1 0-0 10.h3 Nbd7 11.Nb3 Bb7 12.0-0 
Qc7 13.Nfd2 c5 14.dxc5 Nxe5 15.Nxc5 
dxc5 16.f3 Nh5 17.Ne4 Ba6 18.Qc1 Rfd8 
19.Rb1 b3 20.Re1 Rd7 21.Be2 Bxc4 
22.Bxc4 Qg3 23.Bf2 Bd4 24.Re3 Bxe3 
25.Qxe3 bxce2 26.Rc1 Rd1« 27.Be1 Nf4 





b5 6.a4 Bb4 7.Be2 Bb7 8.0-0 a6 9.axb5 


cxb5 10.Qc2 Nd7 11.Rd1 Ngf6 12.5 yj 


13.Ne4 h6 14.84 Be7 15.Ng3 0-0 16.Nh; 
Qe8 17.NÍ4 N7b6 18.h4 Nxf4 19.Bxf4 
Nd5 20.Bd2 Qc6 21.Kh2 Nb4 22.Bxb4 
Bxb4 23.Rg£1 Qe4 24.0xe4 Bxe4 25.5 
h5 26.Kg3 g6 27.Kf4 Bd5 28.Ke3 Rfog 
29.R$c1 c3 30.bxc3 Bxc3 0-1 


M. Goodall-l. Bagrov; A91 


1.c4 e6 2.83 f5 3.Bg2 Nf6 4.d4 Be7 5.Nc 
c6 6.d5 exd5 7.exd5 Bb4 8.dxe6 Bxe3. 
9.bxe3 dxe6 10.Qb3 Qc7 11.Ba3 No6 
12.Rd1 Na5 13.Qa4+ Bd7 14.Qd4 Re$8 
15.Bd6 Qc4 16.Qe3 b6 17.Bb4 No6 


Qb6 13.h4 f5 14.$xf5 Oxb2 15.Kd2 $4 
16.Rabl Qa3 17.Rb3 Qa5 18.N$5 Bxf5 
19.Bxf5 Rxf5 20.Qe4 Rxf2+ 21.Kel Rf3 
22.Qxh7+ Kf8 23.Q86 e6 24.Nxe6+ Ke7 
25.Rxb7+ Kd6 26.Nd4+ Bf6 27.Nb5+ 1-0 


18.Bxc6 Rxc6 19.Nf3 Qe4 20.Q¢5 R$8 
21.0-0 a5 22.Ba3 Nd5 223.Rd4 Qxe2 
24.Rxd5 Re5 25.Bxc5 bxe5 26.Qf4 Qbi 
27.Rel h6 28.Qxf5 Kd8 29.0xe6 1-0 


28.Bf1 Qg5 0-1 
J. Simon-T. Wolski; D31 
1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nc3 e6 4.Nf3 dxc4 5.e4 
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Readers’ Showcase 


This column is for our readers, and everything included is written by our readers, except notes like this in italics. Players of all 
strengths and experience are encouraged to submit games, either annotated or unannotated. See the inside front cover for the 


address to send your games. Please provide as much detail as possible about the tou 


Mark Brown (1900)-Jonathan Baker (2150) 
Berkeley Class Struggle 
Round 3, 40/2 G/I 
Sicilian Sveshnikov B33 
Annotations by Mark Brown 


Here is a good theoretical struggle between 
Jon Baker and myself, from the third round 
of the Class Struggle in Berkeley. This put 
me into first place in the Expert section 
(temporarily). This line has been around 
for ages, and I have to admit that I pre- 
pared well and was loaded for bear against 
Baker’s Sveshnikov. Both of us spit out the 
first fifteen moves in under four minutes, 
but I hesitated after Black’s error on move 
fifteen (Re4?); I didn't expect my oppo- 
nent to lapse so early. 


1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 cd 4.Nd4 Nf6 
5.Nc3 e5 6.Ndb5 d6 7.Bg5 a6 8.Na3 b5 
9.Bf6 gf6 10.Nd5 f5 11.Bb5 ab5 
12.Nb5 Ra4 13.Nbe7 Kd7 14.c4! Re4 


Now 15.Nb6? would be bad as it let's 
Black out of the bag. Another line, 15.Qh5? 
has been refuted by 15...Re4 16.Kf1 Qh4! 
and the complications are crazy, but Black 
comes out on top. 


15.0-0 Re4? 


This is practically the losing move. In 
the position after 15.0-0, it is important 
that Black not cede the c-file. Theory 
(Sveshnikov) recommends 15...Nd4!?, af- 
ter which White is supposed to have diffi- 
culty maintaining the initiative. Black 
threatens then to liquidate the knights at 
c7, or give a timely check at e2 should the 
White queen stray too far. I intended to 
try 16.Na8!7, renewing the pressure on 
Black. I haven’t seen any games with 
16.Na8, but but my quick study of it didn’t 
offer any refutation. 


Baker explained after the game that 
he had mixed up our game with the line 
where White doesn’t play 14.c4!, but 14.0- 
0, after which taking the pawn on e4 is 
perfectly playable. Here’s a case where 
relying on memorization of the opening 
failed. If he had slowed down to consider 
the positional point of 14.c4! (practically 
forcing the opening the c-file, and thereby 


reducing the escape route of the Black 
king), then Black would have thought twice 
about scarfing the e-pawn. 


16.Rc1 Q$5 


It’s hard to find a good move for Black, 
but this is probably the best try for 
counterplay, it stops 17.Qh5 and gives his 
king some air at d8. The thematic Ne/ 
loses immediately to 17.Nb6 mate; 
16...Nd4?? is punished by Qa4 and mates. 
Maybe Black didn't sense the immediate 
danger around his king, but the passive 
16...Bb7 is met convincingly by 17.Qb3! 
Qb8 (17...Ba8? 18.Na8+-) 18.Rc6!+-. I was 
out of book at this point, but I was certain 
that a killer shot was lurking... 


What’s the best move? 
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17.Rc6!! 


Crunch! I used ninety minutes con- 
sidering this one. The rook is untouchable. 
If 17...Rg8 18.g3 Ke6, I intended 19.Qb3 
and Black has to give up the Bishop 
(19...Ba6) to avoid mate. After 20.Na6 Be7 
(20...Qd8 21.Re1 Kd8 22.Qb5 Ke6 23.Ne7 
etc.) 21.0b6! Kd7 (21...Kd5 22.Nc7 Ke4 
23.Qb5 Kd4 24.Rd1 and mate next) 
22.0b5! Kd8 (if 22...Ke6 23. Nac? mate! 
or 22...Ke8 23.Qc6 Kd8 24.Nb8 and mate 
is on d7) 22.Nb8 Ke8 24.0d7 Kb8 25.0c7 
Ka8 26.Nb6 mate. Another try after 20.Na6 
is 20...f6 for an escape square, but Black 
gets mated after 21.Nac7! (threatening 
Qb5 mate) 22.Kd7 Qb5 23.Ke8 Qe8 24.Kb7 
Qa8 mate. 


Although 19.Qb3 would win, Baker 
showed me a line that I hadn’t even con- 
sidered which is less problematic: after the 
Black king takes the rook on c6 (with or 
without the rook intermezzo on £8): 


rnament and your opponent. 


19.Qc2! Kd7 (19...Kb7 20.Qb3 and mate 
at b6 or b5) 20.Nb6 Kd8 (or 20...Ke7 
21.Ned5 Ke8 (anything else meets 22.Qc8 
mate) 22.Qc6 and mate next.) 21.Ned5, 
threatening mate so, 21...Ba6 22.Qc7 Ke8 
23.Qd7 mate; or 21...Be6 22.Rcl1! But, 
here I pointed out that Black can now liq- 
uidate with 23...Qc1! 24.Qc1 and now 
maybe Black can hang on a little while with 
24...f6 (not 24...Bd5? 25.Qc8 Ke7 26.Nd5 
mate), although White still has lethal 
threats and fast queenside pawns. 


17...Rg8 18.83 Bb7 19.Rb6 Bd5 
20.Qd5! 


Much stronger than 20.Nd5. If now 
20...Ke7 21.Qc6 Kd8 22.Rb7 Qe7 23.Rb8 
mate. I had about thirteen minutes for 
twenty moves at this point. 


20...Rd4 21.Qf7 Be7 22.Nb5 Rg7 
23.Qb3 


] used some more precious time con- 
sidering the lines after 23.Rb7, but it looks 
too tricky with the clock looming large. 
The text, though quiet, has some ugly 
threats. Black’s clock is starting to push 
the flag at this point, too. 


23...Rd2? 24.Rb7 KeS& 


Here's why 223... Rd2 was bad: 24...Kc8 
allows 25.Re1! Kb7 (25...Kd8 26.Qe6 and 
mate next) 26.Nd6 and mates. Also, if 
24...Kd8 25.Qe6 etc. 


25.Rb8 


I missed 25.Nc7 which wins right 
away, but we’re both in a time scramble. 
After 25.Rb8 Kd7 26.Nc7!! Bd8 (26...Kc7 
27.Qb7 mate; or 26...d5 27.Qb5 mates) 
27.Qe6 Kc7 (27...Kc6 28.Re1) 28.Qc8 
mate. 


25...Bd8 26.Qe6 Re7 


Also bad is 26...Qe7 27.Ne7 KÍf8 
28.0f5 Rf7 29.Rd8 QdS8 (or 29...Kg7 
30.Ne6 Kh6 31.0h3 K$6 32.R$8 Kf6 
33.0h6 Kf5 34.13! e4 35.R$5 and White 
wins) 30.Ne6 Ke8 31.Qf7 Kf7 32.Nd8. Bet- 
ter is 26...Kf8, but after 27.Nd6, Black is 
busted. 


27.Nc7 1-0 


Continued on the next page 
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Here is a lively game from the recent LERA 
“A” section. I needed to win this one to 
stay in contention for first. 


Mark Brown (1900)-Jim Stewart (1848) 
LERA, round 5 


Nimzovitch Sicilian 
Annotations by Mark Brown 


1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.Nc3 d5 4.e5 Ne4 
5.d3 Nc3 6.bc3 Nc6 7.d4 c4 8.83 Bg4 
9.h3 Bf5 10.B$2 h6 11.0-0 e6 12.Nh4 
Bh7 13.f4 Be7 14.Nf3 Be4 15.a4 g5?! 


This is just a little too aggressive. The 
pawn on g5 becomes a target and Black 
needs to find somewhere to put his king. 
As you'll see, the loss of the g-pawn leads 
to Black’s downfall. 


16.fg5 hg5 17.Nh2 Bg6 


This is the fifth time that the bishop 
has been shuttled back and forth. Black 
hasn’t arrived at a plan. My plan has been 
to limit the scope of my opponents pieces 
and exploit the hole at f6. Should Black 
try castling long, I'll put the bishop at e3, 
aim the heavy artillery along the b-file with 
an eye towards a knight sac at c4 at the 
right moment . 


18.Be3 Kd7 19.Qb1?! Rb8 20.Ng4 Bf5 
21.Nf6! Bf6 22.54! Be4 

Or 22...Be5 23.gf5 Bf6 (23...84 24.fe6 
Ke6 (24...fe6 25.de5 Ne5 26.Bd4+) 25.fe5 
gh3cc) 24.fe6 fe6 25.Rf3ee. I had less than 
five minutes to reach move 30, at this 
point. 
23.Rf6 Bg2 24.Kg2 Qg8 25.Qf1 Nd8 
26.Qf3 Qh7? 27.Bg5 Qc2 28.Kg3 Kc6 
29.Rh6 Rh6 30.Bh6 Qs6 31.Bf8! b6 
32.Be7 Nb7 33.Rf1 Qd3 34.Qd3 cd3 
35.Rf7 d2 36.Rf1 Na5 37.B$5 Nc4 
38.Rd1 Nb2 39.Rd2 Na4 40.h4 b5 


40...Nc3?? 41.Re2--. 
41.Rc2 Kd7 

With the idea Rc8 and b4. 
42.Bd2 


This move serves to slow down Black's 
queenside pawns as well as make way for 
my passers. 


42...Re8 43.Rc1 Re7?! 44.h5 Nb2 
45.h6 Ke8 


45...Ke7? 46.h7 Rc8 47.Bg5--. 
46.Rf1 Rh7? 


46...Rf7 47.Rf6!+- 
49.h7. 


47.85 Nc4 48.26! Rh8 49.h7! Nd2 
50.87 Nf1 51.Kf2 1-0 


À picturesque final position. 


Rf6 48.ef6 Kf7 


Mark Brown-Craig Andries 
Berkeley Chess Club; April 1995 
40/90 15/30, Round | 


French Defense C08 
Annotations by Mark Brown 


This game is interesting for the endgame. 
It would have been an uneventful draw if 
not for two major errors by Black on moves 
thirty-one and forty. 


1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nd2 c5 4.ed5 ed5 5.Bb5 
No6 6.Qe2 Qe7 7.dc5 Qe2 8.Ne2 Be5 9.Nb3 
Bb6 10.c3 (a 10.Bd2, with the idea Bb4) 
Nf6 11.0-0 0-0 12.Bf4 Re8 13.Ng3 a6 
14.Bd3 Bd7 15.Nf5 Ne5 16.Be5 ReS5 
(16...Bf5) 17.Nfd4 Rae8 18.Rad1 Bg4 19.f3 
Bd7 20.Kf2 $6 21.Rfel K$7 22.Re5 Re5 
23.Rel Rel 24.Kel Ne8 25.Nc2 Kf6 26.Ke2 
Nd6 27.Nd2 h5 28.Ne3 Be6 29.83 Ke5 30.f4 
Kf6 31.a4 Nf5? 


A psychological blunder, more than 
anything else. Black didn’t consider that 
White would trade his Bishop for the 
knight at f5, thereby voluntarily going into 
an endgame with knights vs. bishops. So, 
Craig didn’t consider my reply, over-look- 
ing its simple tactical justification. 
32.Bf5! $f5 33.Nf3 Ke7 34.b4 Kd6 35.Kd3 
f6 36.Nd4 Bd4 37.Kd4 b6 38.c4 dc4 39.Nc4 
Ke6 40.Ne3 Bd7? (40...Kd6; 40...Bb3) 
41.Nd5 Be6 42.Nf6 Bb3 43.Nh5 Ba4 44.Ng7 
Be2 45.h3! 


[time: White: 1:56, Black: 1:39] 


M M, 


m A, NA 
ieee h: s 


LE m m 


PAK A 4 a, 
2t, = VER 
F Ki y p " 





[t seems at first glance that the simple 
45.h4*? is the prime candidate. It would 
throw away the win, however. Black's king 
is fast enough to halt the promotion, and 
White's light square weakness would allow 
penetration or blockade. The White king 
has to keep an eye on the a-pawn, so ! can’t 
just rush in after the f-pawn. My sealed 
move was chosen on general principles: 
don’t give ground, don’t create weaknesses, 
maintain threats. The Black king cannot 
£o after my b-pawn because of 46.Kc3 and 
then h4. 


45...Kd7 


The best try! I still have a win, how- 


ever. This detailed analysis is worthy of 


study, as it demonstrates how subtle the 


position is. Simple hard work was the (i 
ference between a win and an unsatishy. 
ing draw. I am sure that the ideas that wor} 
here can be valuable in analogous position 
that crop up in $ames from time to time 
[ 1. 45..Kb5? 46.Ke3 Bed 47.h4 + 

2. 45...Be4 46.h4 (46. 25 LS ) icu 
AT.h5 


Kh7 51 252.Ne4 fe4 53.K 
54.Kd5+- 
3. 45...Kd6 46.Ne8! (46.h4 Ke7 47.Ke54; 


(47...Kf7? 48.Nf5+—) 48.ba5 ba5 49.Ne6 a 
50.Nd4 (50.Ne5?? a34-) A. 50...Bdi 
51.Nc6 KÍ7 52.Nb4 a3 (52...Bet 
53.Kd4+-) 53.Kd4 Bbl1 (53...Bb5 54. Kc 
Kg6 55.Nd5! Ba4 (55...Kh5 56.Ne3+| 
56.Ne3! Kf6 57.Ne4+-) 54.Ke3 9) 
55.Kb2+-; 

B. 50...Bb1 51.Nb5 Kf7 52.Kd4 Kg6 53.Naj 
Be4 54.Ne4 Kh5 55.Ne5 a3 56.Ke3 à 
57.Kb2 Bd5=!) 46... Ke6 (A. 46...Ke7: 
47.Nc7 a5 48.Nd5 Kd6 49.Nb6 ab4 50.Ne 
Ke6 51.Ne3 b3 52.Ke3+-; B. 46...Kdj 
47.Nf6 Kd6 (47...Ke6 48.h4-^-) 48.Nd5 à: 
(48...Ke6 49.h4 a5 (49...Bd1/b3 50.Ne7+ 
50.ba5 ba5 51.h5 Bb3 52.h6--) 49.Nbi 
ab4 50.Nc4 Ke6 (50...Kc6 51.Ne3 b3 
52.Ke3+-) 51.Ne3! Bad (51...Beé 
52.Ke4+-) 52.Ke4 b3 53.Ke3  AKb2, Ka) 
*- f57-) AT. h4 (47.Nf6 Bb3+-) 47... Kd7 
(A. 47...Bd1 48.Nf6 Kd6 (48...Bf3 49.h5-- 
48...a5 49.ba5 ba5 50.h5-*-) 49.Nd5 à 
(49...Ke6 50.Ne3+-; 49...b5 50.Ne3+) 
50.ba5 ba5 51.Ne3+-; B. 47...Bb3 48.Ngi 


Bee 49.h5+- ) 48.Nf6 Keo 49 Nd5 33 





4. 45.25! ? 46, ba9_ (1, 46. b5!? (Grefe) 
Kb5? (46...Kd7!=) 47.Ke3 Be4/b1 48.h 
Bd5/a2 (48...Ka4 49.Kb2) 49.Nf5 (49.h5? 
Bf7 50.h6 Bg6 51.Ne6 Bh7 (51...Ka4/Kc6*: 
52.Nf8!+-) 52.Nf8 Bg8 53.h7 (53.Ndi 
Bh7!) 53...Bh7 54.Nh7 Ke5+-) A. 49...Kat 
50.Kb2 b5 51.h5 Bf7 52.h6 Bg6 53.Ne7 Bhi 
54.f5+-; B. 49...Ke6 50.Ne7 Kd6 51.Ndi 
Kd5 52.h5 Ke6 53.h6 KÍf6 54.84 b5 55.4 
K$6 56.f5 Kh7 57.Kb3--; C. 49...B£8 50.h: 
Ke5+- (50...Bh7? 51.84 Ke5 52.Nd4 Ki 
53.85 Ke7 54.66 Bg8 55.h6 Kf6 56.h7+) 
2.46.h4?! Kd7 47.h5 Ke7 48.h6 Kf7 49.Kc 
Be4 50.Ne6 (Ne8!?) K$6 51.h7 Kh7 52.b6 
ba5 53. g4 ipt: 54. Ng5 Kg6 55.Ne4 u ) 





(49.Kb4 Kd5/Kd6!?+-) 49...Kd6 (49...a 
50.h5+-) 50.Nd4+-] 
46.Ke5 a5 47.ba5 ba5 48.Ne6 a4 
49.Nc5 

49.Nd4 Bb3 50.Kf5 Bd1 (50...B& 
51.Ne6! a3 52.Nc5 Ke6 53.Nb3 Kd5 54.1: 
Ke4 55.Nal Ke3 56.h5 Kb2 57.h6 Kal 


Continued on the next page 
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The pin decides the game 
as this is a long lasting pin. 


31...c4 32.Qf3 Qf7 33.84 
Kh7 

Black has no legal move 
that makes sense. 


34.85 Be5 35.Nf4! 1-0 


The threats of Nd5 and £6 
are decisive. 


G. Kaidanov—John Watson 
Challenge Series 1995 
Kings Indian, Averbackh, [E73] 
Annotations by Watson 


The following game 
launched me on the road to di- 
saster in the GM section, but at 
least illustrates the way a grand- 
master goes about his business: 
a solid, original opening yields 
a small edge which extends all 
the way into the ending. 


1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 86 3.Nc3 Bg7 
4.e4 d6 5.Be2 0-0 6.Bg5 Na6 


The Averbach was a par- 
ticularly good choice against 
me, since I recently abandoned 
my lifelong adherence to 6...c5, 
and only recently decided to 
play the popular 6...Na6. This 
was my first $ame with it. 


7.£4 


The most aggressive 
choice, not seen as much as 
7.Qd2 and 7.Nf3. I spent 10 
minutes trying to recall what 
little I knew about it. 





Challeage Games 


Continued from page 10 





dub 

7...c5 and 7...Qe8 are al- 
ternatives. 
8.Qd2 Nc7 9.Bf3 

An interesting setup for 
White, which both discourages 


_..b5 and overprotects e4. This 
may well be a novelty. 


9...Ne6 10.Bh4 c5 


I couldn't see another logi- 
cal way for Black to proceed. 


11.dxc5! dxc5!? 


I took 30 minutes trying to 
assess this ending, as well as 


the consequences of 
11..Nxe5, for example, 
12.Rc1! (The obvious 


12.Nge2? fails to 12...Be6 , and 
there’s no good way to protect 
04, e.g., 13.Nd5 Nexe4 14.Bxe4 
Nxe4 15.Nxe7+ Kh8) 12...Be6 
13.b3 Qa5 14.Nge2 and the 
knight comes to d4 with excel- 
lent play. 


12.Qxd8 Rxd8 13.Nge2! 


Played almost instantly. I 
had spent much time over lines 
such as 13.e5 Nd7 14.Nd5 
(14.Bxe7 Re8 15.Nd5 Nxf4!) 


Readers! Showcase 


Continued from previous page 


58.h74—) 51.Nb5 Ke6 52.Nc3 a3 53.Ke4 Ke5 54.Kd3 Kb4+-. 


49...Ke7? 


*- 49...Ke6! 50.Na4! (50.h4? Bd1! 4-) 50...Ba4 51.Kf5 
and it is a matter of endgame technique; White is winning 
thanks to the position of his king. 


50.Kd4 Bd1 51.Kc3 Kf6 52.Kb4?! 


Time pressure, 52.Kd2! +- 


52...Kg6 53.Na4 Bf3 54.Nc5! +- Bg2 55.h4 Kh5 
55...Be6 56.Nd3 Kh5 57.Ne5+- 


56.Nd7 Kg4 57.Nf6! 1-0 


14...$5! I5:-x95. -Nxes 
16.Nxe7+ Kf8 with dynamic 
play. 


13...Nd4 14.0-0-0 Bg4 


I had assumed that this 
would equalize, but Kaidanov 
shows otherwise: 

15.e5! Bxf3 16.gxf3 
(16.exf6? Bxe2) 16...Nh5 
17.Bxe7 Nxe2+ 


17...Re8!? was possible, 
but seemed to allow consolida- 
tion after 18.Bxc5 Nxe2+ 
19.Nxe2 Rac8 20.Rd5 b6 
21.Be3 Rxce4+ 22.Kd2. 


18.Nxe2 Rxd1+ 19.Kxd1 


The only winning try, 
since 19.Rxd1 Nxf4! 20.Nxf4 
Bhó6 is fine for Black. 


19...Bf8 


To bring the knight into 
play via g7 and f5 or e6. 
20.Bg5 h6 21.Bh4 Ng7!? 

Tal Shaked mentioned 
21...f6!?, but I think that 


22.Rel! Kf7 23.Nc3 or 23.Bg3 
keeps White's advantage. 


22.N83 Ne6 23.f5 Nd4 
24.fx$6 fx$6 

The position I had envi- 
sioned, hoping that the awk- 
ward White pieces and my 
strong knight would give me 
equality. 
25.f4 a6 

Perhaps 25...Kf7 was bet- 


ter, but I had visions of open- 
ing lines on the queenside. 


26.Bf6 b5 27.Rf1! bxc4 
28.f5 Kf7! 29.fxg6+ Kx$6 
30.Ne4 Rb8 31.Rf2 h5!? 


Arisky move in time pres- 
sure, trying to activate the 
bishop via h6. 31...a5 may im- 
prove. 
32.Bh4 Nf5 33.Bg5 


33.Rg2+?! Kf7 forces 
34.B$5 anyway, due to ...Ne3«. 


33...c3!? 


Trying to activate the f8 
bishop. 


34.bxc3 c4 35.Bc1! 


Versus ...Ba3 followed by 
nRT: 


35...Rb5 36.e6 Be7! 37.Rg2+ 
Kh7 38.Ng5+ Kg7 


White’s e6 pawn causes 
him some concern, but he is still 
better. These moves were made 
in time pressure. 


39.Nf34 Kf6 40.Re2 Rd5+ 
41.Ke2 Rad 


The first move of the 2nd 
time control. It’s not easy for 
White to react to the pressure, 
but he finds a way to protect his 
king and pawns. 


42.Kd1! Rd5+ 43.Kel! Kg7 


43...N87 44.Nd2! hits c4 
and e4, and 43... Rd3? 44.Ne5! 
is winning. 


44.Bf4 Rd3 45.Be5+!? 


Time pressure begins to af- 
fect both sides. 45.Nd2! is tough 
to meet. 


45...Kf8 46.Nd2 


46.Rf2 Ke8 prepares ...Bh4 
if the {3 knight moves. 


46...Bh4+ 47.Kfl Ne3+ 
48.Kg1 Ke8!? 49.h3 Ke7 
50.Bd4 Bg5 51.Bc5+ Ke8 
52.h4 Bh6 53.e7!? 

We were both moving very 
quickly. White gives back the 
pawn for attack, but 53.Bd4 was 
objectively better. 


53...Rxe3 54 Nf1!? 

Not 54.Rf2 Rdl+, but 
54.Rel1!? was possible. 
54...Nxfl 55.Kxfl 

Not 55.Rf2? Be3!. 
55...Rf3+ 56.Kg2 Rf5 57.Bb4 
a5?! 


With seconds left, I have 
the wrong idea here (to play 
...C3). I saw 57...Rb5! 58.Bc3 
Rb7 59.Bf6, and thought I would 
lose, but then 59...Rb6! 60.Bd4 
Re6 61.Bc3 Bg7! 62.Bxg7 Rg6+ 
etc. is good. Here 59.Re6 Bd2! 
60.Bf6 Bb4 is fine for Black. 


58.Ba3 c3?? 


Continued on the next page 
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Challenge Games 


Continued from previous page 


Losing. Black could still hold with 
58...Rd5! , intending ....Rd2, e.g., 59.Re6 
Bd2 60.Rc6 Bb4-. 


59.Re6 Bf4 60.Rc6 


And Black’s flag fell, but there is no 
defense. Kaidanov deserves credit for 
keeping up the pressure the entire game, 
and denying Black simple solutions to his 
problems. 


John Watson-R. Lobo 
Challenge Series 1995 
Bogo-Indian, [E1 1/1] 
Annotations by Watson 


1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 Bb4+ 4.Nbd2 
b6 5.a3 Bxd2+ 6.Bxd2 Bb7 


Sometimes 6...Ne4 or 6...h6 is 
played, to prevent White’s next. 


7.Bg5 h6 8.Bh4 d6 9.e3 Nbd7 
10.Bd3!? 


The most ambitious, covering e4 and 
f5. On the negative side, the bishop can 
lose time to ...e5-e4. 


10...85 11.Bg3 Ne4 


A safe move is 11...Qe7, and 11...h5 
12.h3 Ne4 has also been played. 


12.Qc2!? 


ECO gives 12.0-0 Nxg3 13.fxg3!, but 
Black needn't hurry to exchange on g3. 


12...15 


After the $ame, we had better luck de- 
fending with 12...Ndf6. 


13.d5!? 


Although this is a standard idea, it 
may be a novelty here. In my database, 
only 13.0-0 and 13.0-0-0 have been played. 
A very interesting comparison is with the 
popular line 1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 b6 
4.Nc3 Bb4 5.Bg5 Bb7 6 e3 h6 7.Bh4 d6 
8.Bd3 g5 9.Bg3 Ne4 10.Qc2 Bxc3+ 11.bxe3 
f5 12.d5!?. In my game, Black is effectively 
a tempo ahead of that variation, with a3 
and ...Nbd7 being the ‘extra’ moves. But 
White has not weakened himself with bxc3, 
which may be a more important factor. 


13...Qf6!? 


This is the standard solution versus 
the line in the last note, but it fails to equal- 
ize. Both 13...exd5 14.exd5 Bxd5 15.Nd4 
(15...0-0 16.Be4!) and 13...Ndc5 14.Nd4' 
are less clear, although they probably fa- 
vor White. 


14.Bxe4! fxe4 15.Nd4 


15.Nd2 exd5 16.cxd5 Bxd5 17.Nxe4 
Qe6 or 17.Qxc7 Ne5 is unclear. 


.15...Nc5?! 


Preferable is 15...exd5 16.cxd5 Bxd5, 
although White retains an edge after 
17.Qxc7 Ne5 18.0-0 0-0 19.Nb5. 





16.0-0 exd5 17.b4 Ne6 
17...Nd3 18.f3! is worse. 
18.Qa4+ Ke7 


18...Kd8 19.Nc6+ Ke8 20.exd5 4 
18...Kf8 19.f3! are very bad. 


19.Nc6+ Bxc6 20.Qxc6 dxc4 21.Qxe 


I originally intended 21.Bxd6. q 
22.Qb7+ Ne7 23.Qxc7+ Kf8, which sux 
favors White, but the direct 24.f3 9, 
25.fxe4+ Kg8 was not as convincing ast; 
text move, which keeps the Black king) 
the center. 


21.85 
21...Kf7 22.f4! is too strong. 
22.Rad1 


Again 23.Bxd6+ is threatened, as v. 
as f4. 


22...Rhb8 23.f4 Kd7 24.b5 

The king is hopelessly exposed. 
24...84 25.Qc64 Kc8 

25...Kd8 26.f5 Nc5 27.Bxd6. 
26.Rxd6 1-0 


Perhaps a game of some theoreti 
importance. Richard recovered nicely a 
went on to play excellently against t 
grandmasters, something I failed to do. 


DA ead i3 


For more games from the CalChes 
Mechanics Institute Challenge Serie 
see page 26. 











Solutions 


To Test Your Tactics (see facing page) 


|. Hernandez—Martinez 


1...Nxd4! (Rxf3 also works) 
wins white’s last center pawn. 
The $ame continued: 2.Qx$4 
Rxf3! If now 3.$xf3, then 2...e5 
wins the queen. 


2. Martinez-Hernandez 
1.Rxf6! Leaves black defense- 


3.Martinez—Herscovici 


| 1.Rf6! Qd2 (1...Qc1 2.Ro6!) 
2.Rd6! and now Rxe5 3.Rx£7 or | 


7.Qe7+ Kb6 (7...Ke8 8.Qxf7) | Rxfl+ 4.Kg2 Rf2+ and Rxf3. 
8.Qxd6+ Ka5 9.Qxc5+ Kaé | 
10.Qxc4+ Ka5 11.Qa4« Kb6 
12.Q0b5+ Ke7 13.Qc6+ Kd8 
14.Re8 Mate. 


ne 
wins the queen. 


5.Martinez-Richter 


It pays to know the classics. 
1.Nxd5 wins an important cen- 


tral pawn since 1...exd5 2.Bc7 | him off with 4.Rxh6 gxi 


6. Cripe-Martinez 


| bishop pair were gone. 


7. Martinez—Cacho 

| 1.h5! fxe5 2.hxg6 and no 
black saw 2...exf4 3.Rxh7 soli 
played 3...Nh6. White finishe 


5.Qf7+ and after 6.Bxe35 itisé 
| over. 


less. If 1...Kxf6 2.Nh5+ gxh5 | 5 Rxd6 3.Rxg7. If 2...Bxd6, | In additon to the two bishops 
3.Qh6+ as in the actual game. | again 3.Rx£7. 

Not much better is the king 

hunt after: 1...exf6 2.Nh5+ Kf8 4. Walk-Martinez 
(2...$xh5 3.Rg1« Kf8 4.Qh6+ | 1...Qxf3+! turns a hopeless po- 
Ke7 5.Rel+ Kd8 6.Qf6+ Kce8 | sition into an easy win. The | Bc5!) Bc5! 3.Bxd4 Nxd4 4.Kh1 
7.Re7) 3.Qh6+ Ke7 4.Rel+ | game ended 2.Bxf3 Rel+ 3.Kg2 | Nxe4 5.Rf4 Qe5 6.Rxe4 Qxe4 
Kd8 5.Nxf6 Qf5 6.Qf8+ Ke7 | Rg1 mate. Of course 3.Qf1 | and both the pawns and the 


8. Martinez—Kaugars 


white boasts two center pawns, | 1 pxf74 K zm 
| ' | 1.Rxf7 + Kxf7 2.RÉ12 QfS 3.Rt 
| but 1...Rxd4! takes advantage | +f 


of white’s lagging development. 
There followed 2.Be3 (2.Bxcé | 


mate. 





9. Martinez—Chambers 
1.Bxd6! the actual game wel 
| Kxd6 2.Qxf7 Qe8 3.Qxb7 Bi 
| 4.e5« Bxe5 19.Ne4 mate. 
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R. Hernandez-l.Martinez 


Black to move 
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R. Walk-l. Martinez 
Black to play 
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Martinez-Cacho 
White to move 
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Martinez-N. Hernandez 


White to play 
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I. Martinez-G.Richter 
White to Play 
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I. Martinez-A.Kaugars 
(analysis) 
White to Play 
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Martinez-D. Herscovici 
White to move 
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P. Cripe-l. Martinez 
Black to Move 
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CalChess/Mechanics’ Institute 


More Challenge Series Games 


Rey Guillermo (USA)- 
Piasetski Leon (CAN) 
Challenge Series, 1995 
DOS 


1.d4 e6 2.Nf3 c5 3.e3 Nf6 4.Bd3 d5 5.b3 
Nc6 6.0-0 Bd6 7.Bb2 cd 8.ed 0-0 9.Nbd2 
Qc7 10.c4 de 11.be e5 12.c5 Be7 13.de 
Nd7 14.Nb3 Ndxe5 15.Nxe5 Nxe5 
16.Bxh7+ Kxh7 17.Qh5+ Kg8 18.Bxe5 Qc6 
19.Rad1 Re8 20.Rd3 Bf8 21.Bd6 $6 22.085 
Bg7 23.0d2 Qa4 24.Re3 Rxe3 25.fe Be6 
26.Rb1 Re8 27.Nd4 Bxa2 28.Rb4 Qa5 
29.Kf2 Bd5 30.Nf3 Bh6 31.Bf4 Bxf4 32.ef 
Oxc5+ 33.Kg3 Bxf3 34.8f Og1-- 35.Kh3 Kg7 
36.Qd4+ Kh7 1-0 


Balinas Rosendo C (PHI)- 
Rey Guillermo (USA) 
Challenge Series, 1995 
C03 


1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nd2 a6 4.Bd3 c5 5.Ngf3 
Nc6é 6.c3 Nf6 7.0-0 Be7 8.de Bxc5 9.Qe2 
0-0 10.e5 Nd7 11.Nb3 Be7 12.Nbd4 Nc5 
13.Bc2 Bd7 14.a4 Nxd4 15.Nxd4 Qe8 16.b4 
Nxa4 17.Qd3 $6 18.Bxa4 Bxa4 19.Bh6 Re8 
20.f4 Kh8 21.Bxf8 Bxf8 22.h4 Bd7 23.h5 
Qe7 24.Rf3 Bg7 25.Raf1 Rf8 26.Rh3 Kg8 
27.Rff3 Re8 28.Rfg3 Re4 29.Qe3 Kf8 30.hg 
hg 31.Rh7 Kg8 32.Rgh3 Of8 33.083 Rxd4 
34.cd QOxb4 35.Qh4 1-0 


Shaked Tal (USA)- 
Balinas Rosendo C (PHI) 
Challenge Series, 1995 
B22 


1.e4 c5 2.03 e5 3.Nf3 No6 4.Be4 Qc7 5.0-0 
d6 6.N$5 Nh6 7.f4 Be7 8.d3 0-0 9.f5 Kh8 
10.Qh5 Bxg5 11.Bxg5 Ng8 12.f6 6 13.Bh6 
Nxh6 14.Qxh6 Rg8 15.Nd2 Bg4 16.Nf3 g5 
17.Nxg5 Rxg5 18.Qxg5 Rg8 19.Qh6 Nd8 
20.Rael b5 21.Bd5 Ne6 22.Bxe6 Bxe6 
23.Re3 Rg6 24.Qh4 Bxa2 25.Rh3 h6 26.Rg3 
Kh7 27.c4 Qd8 28.Rxg6 fg 29.Ral 1-0 


Balinas Rosendo C (PHI)- 
Watson John L (USA) 
Challenge Series, 1995 
C05 


1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nd2 Nf6 4.Bd3 c5 5.e5 
Nfd7 6.c3 Nc6 7.Ngf3 $6 8.0-0 Bg7 9.Rel 
0-0 10.Nf1 ed 11.ed Qb6 12.Be3 Qxb2 
]3.Rb1 Qxa2 14.Rb3 f6 15.Bc1 Qa5 16.Ba3 
Rf7 17.Bd6 fe 18.de Rxf3 19.gf Ndxe5 
20.Bxe5 Nxe5 21.Bb1 Qa4 22.Kg2 b6 
23.Ng3 Bd7 24.Be2 Of4 25.Qe2 Rc8 26.Re3 
d4 27.Re4 Qxf3« 28.Qxf3 Nxf3 29.R1e2 
Ng5 30.Rg4 Nf7 31.Bb3 e5 32.Rh4 $5 
33.Bxf7+ Kxf7 34.Rxh7 Kg6 35.Rxg7+ 
Kxg7 36.Rxe5 Kf6 37.Re2 Bc6+ 38.Ne4+ 
Ke5 39.Kg3 d3 40.Rel Bxe4 41.f3 d2 
42.Rxe44 Kd5 0-1 


CalChess Develops 
Web Site! 


Get CalChess facts, read selected articles from the California 
Chess Journal, find out who works for you at CalChess, and 
more! All now available on the most exciting part of the 


internet. 


Visit our site on the World Wide Web: 


http:/ /www.hooked.net/hypermodern/calchess.html 








Piasetski Leon (CAN)- 
Izumikawa Burt (USA) 
Challenge Series, 1995 
Al4 


1.c4 e6 2.83 d5 3.Nf3 Nf6 4.Bg2 Be7 5.) 
0-0 6.b3 c5 7.ed ed 8.d4 b6 9.Bb2 bi 
10.Ne3 Nbd7 11.Nh4 Ne4 12.Nf5 Nx 
13.Bxc3 Nf6 14.Re1 Re8 15.dc be 16N 
Ne4 17.Bxe4 de 18.Nf5 f6 19.Qxd8 By 
20.Rfd1 g6 21.Nh6+ Kg7 22.Rd7+ Ki 
23.Bd2+ g5 24.Rxb7 Bb6 25.Rc4 Rij 
26.Be3 Re8 27.h4 Kg6 28.hg fø 29.Ra4 Re 
30.84 h6 31.Re4 Ree6 32.Kg2 Kf6 33.3 
Ke5 34.Rf7 Kd5 35.Bc3 Re7 36.Rf5« Ki 
37.a4 a5 38.Rf8 Rb7 39.Ra8 Ree7 40. 
Kd5 41.Bxa5 Bxa5 42.Rxa5 Rec7 43.) 
Kd4 44.Re3 Rf7 45.Rh3 Rb6 46.Ra8 Rb 
47.Rd8+ Ke5 48.13 ef-- 49.Rxf3 Rxf3 50; 
Rb7 51.Rd3 Ra7 52.Rc3 Kd4 53.Re4« Ki 
54.Kf2 Re7 55.Re2 Kd4 56.Re2 Ri 
57.Re4+ Ke3 58.Re4+ Kxb3 59.Rxc5 Ky 
60.Ke3 Kb4 61.Re5 Ke3 62.Re6 Kc2 63. 
Rf7 64.Rxh6 Kd2 65.Rh2+ Kel 66.Rh5h 


67.Kf5 Kf2 68.Rxg5 1-0 


Lobo Richard (ENG)- 
Silman Jeremy D (USA) 
Challenge Series, 1995 
E33 


1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 Nc6 3.Nf3 e6 4.Nc3 Bb 
5.Qc2 d6 6.33 Bxc3^ 7.Qxc3 0-0 8.3 
9.b4 e5 10.Bb2 Ne4 11.Qc2 ed 12.Bd38i 
13.b5 Nb8 14.Nxd4 B$6 15.0-0 Nd7 16i 
Nec5 17.Bx$6 hg 18.e4 Qe7 19.Rfdl! 
20.Racl Qf7 21.Ne2 $5 22.N$3 a6 23: 
ab 24.ab Ra2 25.Qb1 Rea8 26.Bd4 Ne 
27.Be3 b6 28.Nf5 Ne5 29.Re2 R2t 
30.Rdel Ne5 31.Bxc5 de 32.Qb3 Ri 
33.Qb1 $4 34.f4 Nd3 35.Rf1 Nxf4 36.0: 
Ne6 37.0x¢4 Kf8 38.e5 Ral 39.Rf2 Rut! 
40.Rxf1 fe 41.Nh4 Nf4 42.83 Qxc4 4 
Qd4+ 44.Kh1 Qe4+ 45.Ng2 Qd23 46.N 
Qxb5 47.fe Qa4 48.Rf1+ Kg8 49.Qe6+ Kh 


50.h3 Re8 51.Q$6 Qa8 52.Rf4 Re7 534 


K$8 54.Rh4 1-0 


Cusi Ronald (PHI)-Shaked Tal (USA 
Challenge Series, 1995 
A26 


1.c4 $6 2.Nc3 Bg7 3.83 d6 4.Bg2 e5 
No6 6.e4 h5 7.Nf3 Nd4 8.Nxd4 ed 9X 
h4 10.0-0 c6 11.Bd2 Qe7 12.b4 hé 13i 
NÍ6 14.B$5 Qe5 15.Bxf6 Bxf6 16.Nf4 Q 
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17.Rf2 
20.Ne2 
23.Rc2 
Qd7 26 
29.Be2 
Rhl- . 
Qe7+ 

37.Re2 
Qxf8 4 
42.Kd2 


Sil 
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5.Be2 | 
Ngf6 9 
12.Qd. 
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23.gh 
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36.f5 
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Kg8 4 
47.R$ 
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be 16. 
xd8 Bxi 
d7+ Kx 
Re4 Ri 
9.Ra4 k 
f6 33. 
.RIS« K 
e7 40. 
c7 43 
. Ra8 R) 
Rxf3 50; 
Re4+k 
Re2 R 
Rxe5 Ki 
c2 63. 
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L.Ne3 Bb 
0 8.e3 Re 
|2.Bd3 E. 
Nd7 16! 
LO. Rfdl | 
| a6 234 
5.Bd4 Ne 
2 R2: 
.Qb3 Ra 
£4 36.00 
Rf2 Rut! 
)xe4 43i 
13 46. 
Qe6« Ki 
Re7 534 


al (USA) 


32 e5 $4 
| ed 9.Ne 
4 hg 13h 
6.Ní4 (i 


— — 





17.Rf2 Be5 18.Qd2 Qh6 19.Bf3 $5 
20.Ne2 Be6 21.a4 Qg7 22.Rcl f6 
23.Rc2 Rh? 24.Qd1 0-0-0 25.Nc1 
Qd7 26.b5 c5 27.a5 Rdh8 28.Rg2 g4 
29 Be2 Bxg3 30.Rxg3 Rxh2 31.Bf1 
Rh1+ 32.Kf2 f5 33.ef Bxf5 34.Kel 
Qe7+ 35.Qe2 Qh4 36.Qf2 Rf8 
41.Re2 Qh6 38.Kd1 Bxd3 39.Qxf8+ 
Qxf8 40.Rel Rxfl 41.Rg1 Qf3+ 
42. Kd2 Rxg1 43.Rxg1 Qe3+ 0-1 


Silman Jeremy D (USA)- 
Balinas Rosendo C (PHI) 
Challenge Series, 1995 
B06 


1.d4 d6 2.e4 86 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.Nf3 Nd7 
s Be2 c6 6.a4 a5 7.0-0 Qe? 8.Be3 
Ngf6 9.h3 e5 10.de de 11.Be4 0-0 
12.0d3 h6 13.Rad1 Re8 14.Bxf7+ 
Kxf7 15.Qc4+ Re6 16.Nb5 Qb8 
17.Nd6+ Ke7 18.Bc5 Nxe5 19.Nxe5 
Nfxe4 20.Nxg6+ Kf6 21.Nf4 Rxd6 
22.068 Bg4 23.Qh7 Bxd1 24.Qg6+ 
Ke5 25.Qx87+ Kxf4 26.g3+ Kf5 27.14 
Rg6 28.Qf7+ Nf6 0-1 


Sevillano Enrico (PHI)- 
Izumikawa Burt (USA) 
Challenge Series, 1995 
B22 


1.e4 05 2.c3 d5 3.ed Qxd5 4.d4 Nf6 
5.Nf3 B$4 6.Be2 cd 7.cd e6 8.Nc3 
Qd8 9.Qb3 Qc8 10.Bb5+ No6 
11.Ne5 Bd6 12.Bf4 Qc7 13.f3 Bf5 
14.84 Bg6 15.h4 0-0 16.Bxc6 be 
17.h5 Bd3 18.85 Nd7 19.Nxd3 Bxf4 
20.86 Bh6 21.Ne4 Qa5+ 22.Kf2 Qd5 
23.gh+ Kh8 24.Qc3 a5 25.Rad1 
Qxa2 26.Qxc6 Qd5 27.Qxd5 ed 
28.Nec5 Nb6 29.Rhel Bg5 30.f4 
Bh4+ 31.Kf3 Bxel 32.Rxel Rfe8 
33.Ne5 Kxh7 34.Rg1 {6 35.Ng6 Ne4 
36.f5 Nd6 37.Kf4 Re2 38.Nh4 Ra7 
39.h6 gh 40.Ne6 Re4+ 41.Kf3 RÍ7 
42.Ng6 Nxf5 43.Ngf8+ Kh8 44.Ng6+ 
Kg8 45.Ne5+ Kh7 46.Nxf7 Rxe6 
47.Rg4 Rb6 48.Rf4 Rb3+ 49.Kg4 
Ne3+ 50.Kf3 Kg6 51.Nd8 Nf5+ 
52.Ke2 Rxb2+ 53.Kd3 h5 54.Ne6 
Rb3+ 55.Kd2 Rb6 1-0 


Shaked Tal (USA)- 
Piasetski Leon (CAN) 
Challenge Series, 1995 
B22 


1.e4 c5 2.c3 e6 3.d4 d5 4.ed ed 5.Nf3 
Nc6 6.Be3 c4 7.b3 cb 8.ab Bd6 9.Bd3 
Bg4 10.0-0 Nge7 11.c4 Bb4 12.Ra4 
Qd7 13.Na3 Re8 14.Nc2 Bd6 15.c5 
Bb8 16.h3 Bf5 17.Ncel 0-0 18.b4 
N$6 19.b5 Nce7 20.Ne5 Bxe5 21.de 
Bxd3 22.Nxd3 Qxb5 23.Rxa7 Nc6 
24.Ral d4 25.Bcl Ngxe5 26.Nxe5 
Nxe5 27.Q0xd4 Nc4 28.Bg5 Rfe8 
29.Rfel 1/2-1/2 


Rey Guillermo (USA)- 
Cusi Ronald (PHI) 
Challenge Series, 1995 
A57 


1.d4 c5 2.d5 Nf6 3.c4 b5 4.Nf3 $6 
S.cb a6 6.b6 d6 7.Nc3 Qxb6 8.Nd2 
B$7 9.e4 0-0 10.Be2 Nbd7 11.Ne4 
Qc7 12.a4 Nb6 13.Ne3 a5 14.Nb5 
Qb7 15.Qc2 Bd7 16.Nc3 e6 17.0-0 
ed 18.ed Ne8 19.Ra3 Ne7 20.Rd1 
Na6 21.Bxa6 Rxa6 22.Ne4 Qc7 
23.Nd2 f5 24.f4 Be8 25.Nf3 h6 
26.Bd2 Qe7 27.Nc4 Nxd5 28.Nxa5 
Bf7 29.Rel Qa7 30.Nc4 Nb4 
31.Bxb4 eb+ 32.Rae3 Re6 33.b3 d5 
34.Kh1 de 35.Re7 0-1 


Izumikawa Burt (USA)- 
Cusi Ronald (PHI) 
Challenge Series, 1995 
B33 


1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.No3 e6 4.d4 cd 
5.Nxd4 Nf6 6.Ndb5 d6 7.Bf4 e5 
S.B$5 a6 9.Na3 b5 10.Bxf6 gf 11.Nd5 
(5 12.ef Bxf5 13.c3 Bg7 14.Nc2 0-0 
15.Nce3 Be6 16.63 Re8 17.Bg2 f5 
18.Qh5 Ne7 19.0-0 Re5 20.Rfd1 e4 
21.Nf4 Bf7 22.Qh3 a5 23.Rd2 b4 
24.cb ab 25.Rad1 Be5 26.b3 Qc8 
27.Qh6 Kh8 28.Nfd5 Nxd5 29.Nxd5 
Rd8 30.Bh3 Rxd5 31.Rxd5 Bxd5 
32.Rxd5 Rf8 33.Rb5 Rf6 34.Qg5 h6 
35.Qe3 Qg8 36.Bxf5 d5 37.Bxe4 d4 
38.Qd3 Qg5 39.Kg2 Rf7 40.Rxb4 
Qc1 41.Bd5 Qel 42.Bxf7 1-0 


Piasetski Leon (CAN)- 
Silman Jeremy D (USA) 
Challenge Series, 1995 
DI8 


1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nf3 Nf6 4.Nc3 de 
5.a4 Bf5 6.e3 e6 7.Bxe4 Bb4 8.0-0 
Nbd7 9.Qe2 Bg6 10.Rd1 0-0 11.Ne5 
Nxe5 12.de Nd7 13.f4 Qc7 14.Bd2 
a5 15.Bel Be7 16.e4 Rfd8 17.64 h6 
18.Bg3 Bh7 19.Kg2 Ne5 20.f5 Rxd1 
21.Rxd1 Rd8 22.b3 Rxd1 23.Qxd1 
Qd8 24.Qxd8+ Bxd8 25.Kf3 Kf8 
26.Ne2 h5 27.h3 hg+ 28.hg Be7 
29.Nel Ke7 30.Nd3 Nxd3 31.Bxd3 
$5 32.Be4 B$8 33.Bd3 Kd7 34.Be4 
Ke7 1/2-1/2 


Lobo Ricard (ENG)- 
Shaked Tal (USA) 
Challenge Series, 1995 
E8 | 


1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 $6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 d6 
5.£3 0-0 6.B$5 c5 7.d5 e6 8.0d2 ed 
9.Nxd5 Be6 10.Ne2 Bxd5 11.ed 
Nbd7 12.Nc3 a6 13.a4 Qc7 14.Ra3 
c4 15.Be3 Nc5 16.Be2 Rab8 17.a5 
Nb3 18.Bb6 Qxb6 19.ab Nxd2 
20.Kxd2 Rbc8 21.Ra4 Nd7 22.Rxc4 


Rxe4 23.Bxe4 Re8 24.Be2 Nxb6 25.f4 Kí8 26.63 Ke? 
27. Rel Ne4« 28.Bxe4 Rxe4 29.Kd3 Rd4« 30.Ke2 h5 
31.Re3 Re4 32.Kd3 Rb4 33.Re2 Rd4+ 34.Ke2 Kd7 35.e5 
b5 36.e6+ Ke7 37.ef+ Kxf7 38.Ne4 Rxd5 39.Ng5+ Kf6 
40.Re6+ Kf5 41.Re7 Bh6 42.Rf7+ Kg4 43.Rf6 Bxg5 
44. Rx66 Re5+ 45.Kd3 a5 46.fg Rxg5 47.Re6 Kh3 48.Re2 
a4 49.Kc3 R$4 50.Ke2 b4 51.Rd2 Re4^« 52.Kd3 Re5 
S3. Rf2 b3 54. RÍ4 Kxh2 55.Rxa4 Kx$3 56.Rb4 h4 57.Rxb3 
h3 58.Kd4+ Kg2 59.Rxh3 Kxh3 60.b4 Rel 0-1 
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Continued from page 2 


Our young players are pretty well developed al- 
ready, however, and several of them are competing 
for national and even world championships. As many 
of you know, there are considerable expenses involved 
with training for and attending such events. Our jun- 
ior players obviously cannot foot the bills themselves 
and their parents are already making numerous sacri- 
fices to get them to and from the events. One way we 
can help is to make tax deductible contributions to 
the Kolty Chess for Youth Foundation, whose mission 
it is to promote chess to the youth of Northern Cali- 
fornia. For more information on this foundation and 
for advice on how to earmark your contribution to- 
wards a specific purpose, please contact Tom Dorsch 
at 510°481-8580. Even the most modest donation will 
be appreciated, and we can assure you, from personal 
experience, that the parents will be most grateful. 


On the national front, our own Tom Dorsch has 
announced his candidacy for the USCF Policy Board's 
position of treasurer. It is safe to assume that, if you 
belong to CalChess, you know Tom. It has been many 
years since a Northern Californian was on the national 
board and we can think of no better servant than Tom. 
He has spent countless hours promoting chess in our 
area and has represented us faithfully and continu- 
ously in dealing with the federation. Tom has our com- 
plete support and we urge you to give him yours. 


Another national office was awarded to Northern 
California in August when James Eade was elected 
president of the Chess Journalists of America. He 
scored a narrow victory over incumbent Dr. Ira Lee 
Riddle. This is yet another sign that the nation is no- 
ticing what we are accomplishing out here. 


The California Chess Journal has also roared out 
on to the information super highway. We know have 
a web site, which includes information and articles 
from the California Chess Journal. The web site ad- 
dress is http://www.hooked.net/hypermodern and can 
be accessed from any web browser. If you are on-line, 
check us out and let us know what you think. 
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Hypermodern® Press 


Timportaut books from America 'a most tanovative chess publisher 


The Bobby Fischer | Knew and Other Stories by Arnold Denker & Larry Parr 


A sparkling memoir of numerous 20th Century chess personalities. Gripping, 
amusing, insightful, and wonderfully written. Foreword by Grandmaster Larry Evans; 


Aiterword Dy. Granamasterslev AIDUEL. 389 DDI iera a a a $13.95 


The Soltis Variation of the Yugoslav Attack by Steve Mayer 


An in-depth study of the theory and praxis of the |2..h5 lines of the Sicialian 
Dragon. Unquestionably the most comprehensive treatment of this popular line. 


Foreword by Sicialian expert Grandmaster Jonathan Mestel. 333 pp. ........................ ess $12.95 


Modern Chess Brilliancies by Larry Evans 


Algebraic edition of the classic work by the Hall of Fame Grandmaster, author, and 
journalist. 101 chess masterpieces brilliantly analyzed by America’s most popular 


FEES S AULCEMCO I heey DD $e cuncti nea deo DIRE eate a deris elis id M S ele eqte»e cet rci ot ein $19.95 


The Chess of Bobby Fischer by Robert E. Burger 


This updated, algebraic edition of the critically acclaimed work includes analysis of 
Fischer-Spassky ll. A treasure for the experienced chess enthusiast and beginner 


Me uq rM M I MA IIS N MANCA TNE se $24.95 


The Big Book of Busts by John Watson and Eric Schiller 


Everything you need to know to combat pet opening variations, including many 
original ideas tested by the authors. Containing over 70 chapters, this book covers 


numerous challenging openings often seen in tournament play. 293 pp. .................. serene $22.95 


The Big Book of Combinations edited by Eric Schiller 


Test your tactical prowess against a leading computer program on 1,000 challenging 
combinations. The combinations span over a century of chess and include many 


itrlesqiown but excitiup bASIIDIS. 280 DD. eenia a ae de Rep e Ae ctc NAE Gere eri NENA $17.95 









Copies 


Order Form HIE ordered 


The Bobby Fischer | Knew and Other Stories by Denker & Parr $19.95 ED 
The Soltis Variation of the Yugoslav Attack by Steve Mayer $19.95 Line d d 
Modern Chess Brilliancies by Larry Evans $19.95 TEZE 







copies 



























Total 





Hypermodern® Press 


2443 Fillmore St. #167 

San Francisco, CA 94115 

Phone: |-800-721-2196 
Fax: |-415-922 -479 | 


Coming soon: 


San Francisco 1995 





| Price x | 







The Chess of Bobby Fischer by Robert E. Burger $24.95 RAIN 
The Big Book of Busts by John Watson & Eric Schiller $22.95 TRE ats 
The Big Book of Combinations edited by Eric Schiller $17.95 QE Ce op 


Rich detail on one of America's 
strongest toumaments ever! 





ROMULC 
JONATH! 
MICHAE! 
JAMES A 
LEON AL 
GILBERI 
MICHAE 
RENARD 
VLADIM 
URI ANI 
JOHN A! 
ANDY Al 
ENAYATI 
LUDWIC 
EDWARI 
RODNE 
PHUON 
BURL B. 
VICTOR 
JONATH 
YOUSSE 
TONY B 
ROBER 
ZIAD B. 
TREVO! 


LUIS I 








CalChess Rating List 


ROMULO AGUILAR ............ 1812 
JONATHAN AIELLO ............eeennnn 1056 
MICHAEL AIGNER ............-.. 1816 
JAMES AL-SHAMMA ..............en 2167 
LEON ALDRICH ............... n 1525 
GILBERT AMPARO .............. 1782 
MICHAEL C. ANDERSON ...............- 2000 
RENARD W. ANDERSON ...........- 2331 
VLADIMIR ANDREEV .................- 1911 
URI ANDREWS .............« eere 1566 
JOHN ANG ...... rennen 2137 
a a E 1912 
ENAYATULLAH ARJMAND ..............-- 1907 
LUDWIG T ARNDT, erecti 1915 
EDWARD AUERBACH ....................-. 1600 
RODNEY A. AUGUSTINE .................. 1695 
PHUONG BAC eatas arare 1940 
a A Lr NA 1270 
VECTOR BAIA Saione iris 2400 
JONATHAN N. BAKER ..............- 2085 
YOUSSEF Y. BAKHOUM .................- 2088 
TONY BAKO TIE UA QEeresetree ia niti 6s 1366 
ROBERT BARKER 2 pereant 1739 
7IAD BAROUDES eaaa 2138 
TREYVOR BAUER S 28e ctr nnns 1380 
PERRY Be BAUS tA 2e ones 1390 
MICHAB EEC ete sete cs va vsases screenees 1959 
ALTEN BECKER em u e 2148 
Aa a ea A T 1821 
MICHAEL BENNETT ........................ 1770 
RUSTY BERNARDO darreres ress 1692 
DAVID BETANGO Eu ara 1900 
HARISIT S BHATCE TE 2064 
Vinay Bal d nog ere retirer enc 2101 
BRENDAN JOSEPH BIRT ................. 1624 
PAUL R. BISHODP Socios 1356 
JOHN BEXORC IR ecrire 1847 
JOHN BLACKSTONE ......... errorae 2256 
JAMES BLUTHENTHAL .................... 1119 
ED BOGAN assert NES 2000 
RICHARD: BOLE Rists.cisactarccsests sccvones 1511 
ROBERLISBOLENS S Lis csscssetesstaccs 1758 
GIOVANNI T. BOLOTAOLO ............... 1313 
LAWRENCE BONSACK ...................... 1711 
HANS-EEBORM n SaNi 1847 
THOMASE BON a 1630 
ARTHUR BRADEN at 2218 
DA R A TA n, 2290 
BARRY O BRAND esis 2000 
SAMUEL BRAUER 1... eeveseerns* 1917 
MARC BRAVERMAN .................. 2128 
KELTON BREWER .....................- ineni 970 
KIP BROCKMAN CGU aeara 2019 
ERIC BRODY a aaa 1880 
MARE BROWN a ARAA is 1972 
CHARLES BULTMAN ........................ 1472 
KEHH.BURDICK S ele d 1641 
IEO M: BURGESS Eaei 1296 
DANIEL H. BURKHARD .................. 2204 
DAVIDE BURRIS. oinn 2145 
Ida M. Busquets ...........sccccssecssseeseee 1230 
LUIS BUSQUETS ................... eee 2243 


maintained by Tom Dorsch 


USCF Regional Vice President 


JAMES BUTLER eto cannes 1556 BEN G. FIGUEROA Pisiin 1400 
WILLIAM O. BYNUM ......... 157 RICHARD FINACOM 1953 
EDGAR A: CABNELO...... enia 1969 BRANDON FINE ...........- 1484 
SCOTT CAMERON ......... 1286 MICAH FISHER-KIRSHNER 1888 
BETH CAMPBELL ...........ssssssssssssssee 1533 TOV FISHER-KIRSHNER 1515 
GIAMPAOLO CAPPONI ...........- 1368 ANTHONY G FITZGERALD 1441 
FRANCISCO V. CARRILLO ............... 1748 MARY M. FITZGERALD 1285 
NICK ASARES TROS- naino 1715 JOSEPH A. FITZPATRICK 1781 
ARCANGELO CASTALDO .............—— 1924 CLIETON FORD ........ ctc 2006 
DUANE CATANIA v.. aae reens 1919 GRAEME FORDYCE 1941 
JONATHAN CATIG ............... nnn 795 DAVID FORTHOFFER 2258 
GILBERT CHAMBERS ........- 1800 URSULA FOSTER ...............- 1754 
TOM CHANDLER ............nne 11180 JENNIE FRENKIAKH ......... 2147 
AER CHAVEZ iecit 2142 THOMAS FRIEDER 1129 
METON T CHER. ere an 1333 PAUL M. FRIEDRICH 1600 
JOHN A. CHINCHIOLO .............- 1503 THOMAS M. ERBES rte 2000 
ROBERT CHRISTOPHER ................ 1959 ROMULO C. FUENTES ...........- 2183 
TARES UG CARE ditio ertet 1431 VIRGIL FUENTES ................. 1929 
RICHARD T. COHEN ........... 1037 VHEPUGUE 3c 1726 
CHUCK COLEMAN .........n 1079 STEVEN R GAFFAGAN 1887 
GARLAND E COMINS ...... 1400 PAUL GANEM «note 1980 
CHUCKEGONTES oe eec aas 1774 ART GARDNER ....... 1410 
FELICISIMO P. CORTEZ .................- 1227 DAVE GAY 2m 1584 
MARTY CORTINAS ........... n 1576 OREN GAZIT caseum e tec 919 
DENIS COUGHLIN ...........— n 1105 MATT GERRANS: iiaei: 1757 
HANE COR aiiora, 1408 — JAMESE GIBBS 1900 
MARK T. CRANE rere 1582 MARVIN GILBERT ............... 1638 
AERE oe de A AS DENNIS GILDEA ................- 1182 
STEPHEN CROFT ............nn 1462 DAVID GOLDFARB 1870 
IKE Y. CUARESMA .......... nnn 1496 MIKE GOODALL .............—- 2021 
BETTE GURRBY 5... 1425 GABRIEL R. GORDON .........- 717 
MICHAEL G. DA CRUZ .............——- 1901 HERBERT GOTTLIEB 1280 
PETER DAHER ener 2103 JON CHARLES GRAFF 1272 
ROOSHIN DALAL ............ cete 1852 RABIM GRAN Ace 2018 
VERGEL DALUSUNG .............-- 1994 ADAM GREENSPAN 1996 
THOMAS PE DAIY 3.5.8: 1270 ' JOHN GREFE Lakeside 2505 
RICKY de GUZMAN ........... 2486 BENJAMIN GROSS ............. E 2000 
SANTIAGO DE LA MORA ..............- 1517 DAVID E. GROSS .............. 1373 
JOSEPH C. De LEON... 1909 RONALD J. GROSS ............. 2304 
ARTHUR DEMBLING ...............—— 1345 TIMOTHY L. GROVER 1009 
BEPDDON e or Mere 1068 ROBERT GROZDANICH 1546 
DEAN DOMACE nicieni 1767 STEPHEN GUERRA 1719 
KEVIN DOOLEY ........... cette 1640 JOSEI. GUERRERO 1884 
RICHARD DORN -narine 2000 ALAN GULLETTE ............. 1915 
THOMAS G. DORSCH ............ 2200 AKB GOILMES ees 1512 
CHAREES DOUD ..... nece 1319 KEITH HALONEN ...........—- 1516 
DAVID DRIEDGER ......... 1143 ROBERT HAMM... oodiioigerer ns 2115 
MARET DRÜRY £5. eere 1863 ANDREW T. HANDLER 1562 
Nee te aa 1689 JEROME B. HANKEN 2223 
ONE E a R sens 619 ALFRED HANSEN ..........- 1607 
AUE EEDE a ia at 2303 CLARENCE HARRIS 1220 
JOHN LEE EASTERLING .................. 1712 MINCE T 1255 
BESMELLA EBRAHIMI ..................- 1600 ART HEIDRICH .........- 1149 
HAROLD EDELSTEIN ..........-—- 1808 KARI HEINOIA ..............-- 2156 
TOBNEID M tet nri epe 1864 MARK ELFEN) a aeie 838 
BRYAN R. EMBREY ..........- 1134 TIMOTHY HEIMS .......... nnn 905 
NEIL E. FALCONER ............ 2040 PATRICK W. HERBERS 2069 
RICHARD FAUBER ........... 2122 SHERWIN HERBERT 1616 
RANDALL FELICIANO ..................--- 1857 KURT HERRA ...........- 1488 
TOU PEND S ee: 1700 DAVID HERSCOVICI 2125 
ROBERT FERGUSON... 1550 HAROLD M. HIMES 1550 
ALAN H: PIPIBED a s 1843 GREG HINTON ........... 1454 


California Chess Journal « Autumn 1995 


EEEN R ipenn ah, 1337 
BRET E-HORER muaa i 1834 
MARK HOLGERSON .........- 1762 
J. GORDON HORNALL ............. 1532 
RANDALL D. HOUGH .............-- 2100 
PATRICK R. HOWLETT ..........- 1924 
ANDREV HUEY osaan touen. 1325 
MRE EN anonra nA a 1338 
R. JAMES HUGHES .......ssssscsssseeeeee 1879 
JAMES E: HURT i Ahsan 1900 
ARTHUR IBRAGIMOV ........... 2097 
TODD IMADA -ari an E 1758 
BURT T. IZUMIKAWA ........... 2414 
PATRICK JACKSON ........ 1600 
SHAWN JACKSON ......... nnn 1078 
KURT ACOR banda d 1385 
PARR EDS essen E ot 1682 
MIKETANNIRO iet 2229 
DAVID DENGistus ne: titer 1022 
JESSETESTADT 45m Sata e 2038 
BRIKNUTENI 5562 tette cotta 1900 
BRÜCE C. JEWETT ......... eerte 1500 
JAMES V. JIROUSEK............. 1756 
ARTHUR JOHNSON .......... n 1620 
DAVID L. JOHNSON... 1293 
JOHN T. JOHNSON ........ e 1401 
MICHAEL S. JOHNSON ....... 1259 
MICHAEL JONAS scisscscssstesosorcccsbessos 746 
CHARLES J. JONES ...........nnnnn 2252 
TAMESTRJONES «oec tette 2126 
MICHAEL DON JONES ...........- 1857 
T. SCOTT JONES .scictsacessccsescsssssessoe 1626 
XOLN LAN orae tee mA. 1924 
CARLOS JUSTINIANO ............ 1359 
HERBERT KANNER ......... 1125 
ION RAD ere EN 1801 
SINAN KAPTANOGLU ..........- 1911 
DIKRAM BERNARD KARAGUERIAN .. 2140 
RANDY KARASEK ........... ee 1168 
BITE KARNEGES emeret 1932 
DMITRY KARSHTEDT ........- 1839 
STENARY KATZ urrann N 1994 
ÁAGNISKAUGARS Ade a 2200 
JERRY KAVANAU ......... 1425 
BEN KAVANAUGH .......... nnn 1119 
BRYAN W. KEAGLE ..........nn 1419 
DWIGHT KEARNEY ........ 1634 
ADRIAN KEATINGE-CIAY ................. 2210 
NORMAN KEEGEL .............n 1444 
RICHARD KELSON .......... nn 2409 
ROBERT T. KICHINSKI .................... 2261 
SERGEY KIRSHNER ............- 1917 
DAVID A. KLINETOBE ........... 2210 
RUSSELL KNECHT .......... eene 1682 
RICHARD KOEPCKE ..........- 2311 
GEORGE J. KOLOBOEF ................- 1940 
ALFRED KORBMACHER .................. 1108 
ANKOR e cee 1696 
KEROLA ON e r ann 1972 
LAWRENCE KUEFFER .........-— 1423 
MICHAEL J. IAFFIN ...........- 1765 
TERTDAGIER Gode eere 1895 





SORE R ERR ER e EERE TEER eH EEE 


TDI 


TII Hee E Eee HEH eee ee eee 


PARE E EEE EOE E HEE ERE RHEE REED 


ARERR eRe RRR eRe eRe ee eee 
SORE RRNA REE R ERE enhn 


SERRE eRe Ree eRe EEE eee EEE E® 


J. R. NICHOLSON 


Fhwatossessoshusosothtot nn 


»*wsussssecuwosssesosoonvosos 


DIDIT eee 
DIDIT H EERE Eee 
Ree Ree eee eee eee eeeeee 


CARRE RRR eee E meee eee 


ARR eee eee Eee eee eee eee 
DIDI 


MAURICE O'RAY 


»*a*sssssstossossusecsososseos 


CARL ODEGAARD 


R*essssesstsssessssesssuetesoseses 


Fh5husessstosossssossotusons 


SERRE RRR eee eee eee eee 


CREE REE Ree EHR eee Eee eee 


DANILO PATRICIO 


ROBERT M. PEFFER 


COREE eee HEHE eee eee eee 
OPP eee eee EES E SECTS CSET) 
PARR Ree RRR H REE eee Ree eee 


PERE eRe RE Ree H eee eee Ee 


HORACIO M. PLENO 
HANS POSCHMANN 
ROBERT D. POUNDS 


TORRE REE R Ree e eRe Hee R ee ee eee 

OUP eee USOC O SSCS EST OST ee) 
POORER EERE RE RHR eee eee ee eee 
DIDI SIS 
III 
EDIDIT 


DZIIITIIIITTLTTTTTTTTTTTTTII 


R*urutssessmassesnoesoenetensseenes 


Mhssrsssssosomooset oso] tto 


Rrwss2sesovsosenoososoocvcoonvove 


PETER JOHN REYNOSO, JR. 
CLIFTON RHODES, JR. 


OOP eee ee PCT eee eee eee Trees) 





REI BAC es ae 2115 
PPD) WICH ee checks aded 1500 
JAY RICHWOOD .......... 1826 
WILLIAM M. RIDGWAY ............. 2177 
KAVUEN RESET. eren 1446 
ROBERT M. RIEVES ............- 1399 
CLIFFORD RITCHIE ................- 871 
CHUCK ROBBINS ........... 1111-012... 1629 
HENRY C. ROBLES .......... 2358 
BLEYS W. ROSE soares 1619 
HERBERT ROSENBAUM ................. 1800 
TIMOTHY ROTH ............. 2241 
RAYMOND ROTOR. ............ 2100 
RICHARD R. ROUBAL ................-- 1997 
ANTHONY ROZENVMASSER ................ 1792 
PAMELA RUGGIERO ..................- 2058 
DARREN RUSSELL .............. 1878 
ROBERT V. RUSSO anoniem 1822 
PRECIOSO V. SAGUISAG .................. 2301 
ANTHONY E SADY nininini 2424 
RICARDO M. SALAZAR ..................- 1900 
MARIO SAMATRA ........sssssssssssssesesee 2058 
GABRIEL SANCHEZ ..............—— 2317 
SIRE RANCH scopi 1873 
GEORGE SANGUINETTI ................... 2072 
AS cece eatin 1764 
BUGES SAWN boc an oe, 1576 
MICHAEL H. SCHICK .................—..- 1509 
KER MOIRE Lesbos 2289 
RAYMOND W. SCHUTT ..................- 2293 
EDWARD SCHWARTZ .......... 1504 
TAMESTS SENIS oeste 1900 
WB Serie ea 1249 
BILL R. N. SHAUCK ...........- 1998 
ELIZABETH SHAUGHNESSY ............. 1600 
PERDE a teh saa 1617 
DON SHENNUM ......sssssssssssscsseseseese 1975 
WENDALL A. SHEPARD ................- 1119 
LAZAR SHNAIDERMAN ..............- 1934 
HELSHÉIBO S o o Loses 1462 
JOHN C. SIMPSON .......ssssssssssssseseee 2000 
DENNIS N. SIMS ...... 1767 
SHERRICK A. SLATTERY ................ 1087 
LEE SLAVENS ........ 1733 
SAM N. SLUTZKY ......... 1354 
CRAIG SMEs SL 1840 
GARY R.SMEIN Laon space 1900 
LARRY C. SMITH... 1488 
ROBERT H. SMITH III .................... 1865 
LARRY K. SNYDER ........... 2000 
ROBERT SOLOWAY ......... 1600 
SIEERSOSNICK ice oc tete c 2147 
io cll OMEMNNMMEM OO UA 1774 
LOUIS SPATE, JR. ........ 1551 
JUD V NM REM 2251 
MICHAEL STAMBAUGH .................- 1735 
JOSHUA STANDIG ............ 2000 
DAUD STINE o o o cu aet 1835 
DONALD T. STEERS ............ 2089 
PRIDSIENER o Ll. cae: 1925 
AEN y n l eoe 2374 
DANIEL G. STEINBERG .................. 1112 
Pili STEINER 9: 9952 1694 
MIKE STEMPIHAR .......... 946 
BRE STONE nornen 1327 
KEVIN STORMS oaren nee 1705 
VIADIMIR STRUGATSKY ................. 2502 
ERIKSTUART ............— rne 1786 
STEPHEN SULLIVAN ........... 1629 
ROSENDO L. SUMERA ................-- 1729 
J. STEVEN SVOBODA ............... 1900 
DAVID SWADDELL ................. 1861 





EDWARD SYREIT ................. 1l 

JN. REC Lords 211 

DALE E SZPISJAK ............ 2 

ROBERT B. TANNER ............. W 

DEAD TEW nirin iai ico 161 

PETER E. THAE s ses I 

HARRISON THOMAS ................ Ig 

JEFF THOMAS ........... 14 

RAYMOND THOMPSON ............ 156 

DONALD TIFFIN .......... e 18) 

JULIAN G. TORRES, JR ............. 16^ 

PAUL B. TOWNSEND ......... 160 

IGOR TRAUB ....... ecd 193 
DAVID TRIBBLE .............. 185 

LEONARD TROTTIER ................. t5 
WINSTON TSANG ............ 214 
ROST TSODIKOV ......... 245 
Natalya TSODIKOVMA ....................... 2211 
JULIA TVERSKAYA ........... 2331 
TM EUREN... rrt 193 
ROBERT VACCAREZZA ................. UN 
MICHEL VACHERON ............ 14 
PAUL VAYSSIE. erm Uy 
VIDVUDS H. VINERTS ............... 2 
BRAD VISMAN ........... 140 
GEORGE VUKIC.............. es 194 
JAMES WAIDE ........... 200 
DAVID L. WAIT ............ess ZU 
DENNIS M. WAJCKUS ..............- 155 
ARTHUR WANG ........... n 
PHILLIP SANG... escotrepi d 210) 
ALAN L. WATSON ........... s LIM 
FARID M WATSON .......... es 205 
EUPHORION WEBB ...............« 16i 
DUSTIN WEBER ............... es 10: 
JEROME WEINER........... s 195 
MARTIN WEISS .............. s 1441 
ROBERT WELLS ................- a qi 
LAWRENCE WEST ............. e 1404 
DONALD C. WESTFALL .................- 1508 
JEFF WESTMAN ......... e 133) 
ERNST N. WESTPHAL ............... 094 
JOHN WESTPHAL ............ 128 
KNEE a ne 170 
DARRYL WHITLOW ............. 148 
PEREY WHITTIE ......- 2288 193 
SHELDON WIEDEMAN ............- 138) 
MAX WILKERSON ............ 2000 
BERT A. WILLIAMS ........... 1136 
DWIGHT V WILLIAMS ...................- 124 
ROBERT E. WILLIAMS .................- 144 
THOMAS H WILLIS ...................—- 157 
SCOTT WILSON... gerai 170 
STEPHEN L. WILSON .............- 104 
CAROIYN M. WITHGITT ............... 184 
TIMOTHY D. WOLEE .............. 1505 
DON KOLZER noina 180 
THOMAS WOLSKI ............... 235 
HENBY Y. WONG iier ran 155) 
RUSSELL WONG .............. 2 
VALTER H. WOOD ....... iced 2090 
ALYSSA C. WRIGHT ............. 117 
KARON WYNN iranin 129 
RICHARD D. YANG ................ 2073 
RAPHAEL YELLUAS ................ 1700 
CHUCKSON M. YOKOTA ...........« 1075 
ROBERT YOKOTA ................ 1750 
BRYCE. YOUNG ............. cung 104 
EMMIE YU ......... reto RE 865 
PETER YU LL rss 28 
DMITRY ZILBERSTEIN ..............—-« 2314 
KENAN. ZILDZIC ................95 988 234 





RICHARD G. LaVOICE ...............- 1838 
GAOYIATR he eon 1324 
ZORAN IAZETICH .............. 2281 
MARK LAZZARO ............. ee 1448 
FRED LEFFINGWELL ..........- 1831 
CLARENCE LEHMAN ..............- 2005 
STEVEN TENDER occi ecce 1900 
WALTER J. LESQUILLIER ............... 1723 
EUGENE LEVIN .......... 2221 
DAA ET aa 2244 
WILLIAM J. LEWIS... 1340 
DONALD LIEBERMAN ..........- 1900 
ROBERT S. LIEBERMAN ................. 1210 
PAUL LIEBHABER ........... 2000 
PAUIEIIEBO .... orent 1915 
GERADE ooo. ewe 1900 
ANDREW LING ............ eee 1474 
DAVE LINNEHAN ........... 1394 
ADAM LISCHINSKY ...........- 1301 
DAVID LISCHINSKY .............- 1673 
JOSEPH T. LONSDAIE .............- 2005 
IUDI-L LOPEZ occ ete 1911 
ANTHONY J. LOSCHIAVO ................. 1442 
JASONLG.IUCHAN......... cse 2100 
MICBAETTIUM. oann a 1382 
DONALD E. MacANGUS ..............- 1113 
LIAM MacDERMED ............ 1412 
CHARLES MADDIGAN ................- 2347 
ELIAS E. MAGDALENO .............- 1330 
MANUEL E. MANGROBANG III ......... 1940 
GERRY MANIS ........ 1499 
VICTOR T. MANNING ......... 1592 
AG MAR ioa n, 2513 
ANEY MAR a a 1611 
DANIEL MARKER ..........cccssssssssvsssee 1020 
ALINA E. MARKOWSKI ..................... 1664 
MARTIN J. MARSHALL ...............- 1820 
BRIDGES L MARTE- iann 1696 
ART MARTHINSEN ..........- 2037 
WILLIAM E. MARTIN... 891 
ISMAEL M. MARTINEZ ................- 2219 
LAWRENCE MARTINEZ ..................- 1722 
BRUCE MATZNER .......... 1969 
CHRIS L. MAVRAEDIS ................. 1918 
ANGEL MAXION ........... een 1800 
BARBARA A. McCALEB ................... 1693 
RODERICK C. McCALLEY ................ 1914 
VINCENT E. McCAMBRIDGE ............ 2501 
RICHARD MCCULLOUGH ................. 1700 
JOHN P. McCUMISKEY ................... 1968 
DAN McDANIEL ............ 1800 
KEITH D. McDANIEL ..................- 2061 
WILLIAM McGRADY .............- 1739 
SEAN McKINNEY ............ 1452 
PETER McKONE............ 1811 
ANDREW A. McMANUS .............-- 2317 
WILLIAM MEALIEEE ..............-- 1622 
RICHARD MEAMBER ..................- 1975 
KEITH MEHL ........... 2182 
ANGELO MEDIA .......... 1566 
JEFFREY D MERRICK ...............—- 1967 
DANIEL METRIKIN ...............—- 1400 
ANDREW T. MILBURN ...................- 1682 
FRANK S. MILOS .......... 1586 
ROBERT MOORE .............. 1923 
ADAMS s 1687 
ARLENE MOTSCHENBACHER .......... 1257 
VON MOTSCHENBACHER ................ 1780 
DAVID MOULTON ........ 2202 
MARTIN E. MUCCIARONE ............... 1462 
ASHISH MUKHABJI ............. 1991 
30 
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Berkeley 

Fridays, 7:30 p.m. 
Berkeley City Club 

2315 Durant 

A. Glasscoe 510°652-5324 


Burlingame 

Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. 
Burlingame Lions Club 
990 Burlingame Ave 

Scott Wilson 415«355-9402 


Campbell 

KOLTY CHESS CLUB 
Thursdays 7-11:30 p.m. 
Campbell Comm Ctr 
Winchester/W.Campbell 
F. Leffingwell 408*224-0743 


Carmicbael 

Senior Citizens Ctr. bnnn 
4701 Gibbons 

Rob't Pounds 916*961-8108 
Cbico 

Fridays 7-11 p.m. 

Rec.Rm. 1901 Dayton Blvd. 
P. Chamousis 916*872-3158 


Daly City 
Ren Yee 415*992-4937 


Davis 

Thurs 7 p.m. 

Hunt Hall UCD 

Dave Johnson 756-2752 


Fremont 

Fridays 6:30-on 

Cloverdale Bowl 

Grimmer near Fremont 

Hans Poschmann 510*656-8505 


Fresno 

Mondays 6-11 p.m. 
Carls Jr. 

3820 N. Cedar Ave. 

D. Wajckus 209*233-8710 


Hayward 

Mondays 7-9 p.m. 

Hayward Library 

Mission at C St 

Kerry Lawless 510*785-9352 
Incline Village, NV 
Lahey Computer Co. 

865 Tahoe Blvd, #2 


R. Straver 702°832-036 | 
Livermore 

Fridays 7-12 p.m. 

C. Pigg 447-5067 
Marysville 

Yuba-Sutter CC 

Tom Giertych 916*671-1715 
Merced 


Central Calif CC 
Friday 7 p.m. 


Scout Hut-Applegate Park- 


nr.26&N 
Dave Humpal 209*722-0764 


Club Directory 


Places to play chess in Northern California and Northern Nevada 


Modesto 

Thursday 7 p.m. 

Round Table Pizza 

2908 El Whitmore; Ceres 


Monterey 

Open daily except Mon. 
430 Alvarado St. 
Yudacufski 408-372-9790 


Napa Valley 
Thursday 3:30 p.m. 
Vets Home, Yountville 
B. Bailey 707*253-0648 
Oroville 

YMCA Chess Club 

Bill Bovet 916*533-8432 


Palo Alto 

Tuesdays 7:30 p.m. 

JCC Auditorium 

Arastradero Road 

Richard Koepcke 415*964-2640 


Petaluma 

Wednesday 7 p.m. 

Markey's Cafe & Coffee House 
316 Western Ave. 

Keith H 707*578-6125 


Reno, NV 

Mon/Thurs 7 p.m. 
Oldtown Mall CommCtr 
4001 S. Virginia 

J. Weikel 702*747-1405 


Ricbmond 

Fridays 5 p.m. 

Richmond Library 

26th & MacDonald 

John Easterling 510*529-0910 


Roseville 

Monday 6-10 p.m. 

1050 Melody Lane #6 
Allan Goff 916*723-8073 


Sacramento 
Wednesdays 7-11 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Ctr 
915-27th St. 

Katz 916*444-3133 


CSU Sacramento 
Student Union Bldg. 


Salinas 

Mondays 5 p.m. 
Firehouse Rec Ctr 

E Alisal St (E of John) 
Jose Sandoval (no phone) 


San Anselmo 
Thursday 7 p.m. 
Round Table Pizza 

Sir Francis Drake Blvd 
Bill Hard 415*332-021 I 


San Francisco 
Mechanics' Institute 

Open daily 

57 Post St, Áth Floor 
M.Wilkerson 415*421-2258 


Santa Clara Vallejo 
2d Sat. each month Fridays 7:30 p.m. 
2:15-6:15 p.m. Senior Citizens Ctr. 


333 Amador St 

Rasmussen 707*642-7270 

Visalia 

Wednesday 7 p.m. | 
Carl's Jr- Von's Ctr | 
Hwy 198 & Chenowth | 
Allan Fifield 209*734-2784 | 


Walnut Creek 

Tuesdays 7:30 p.m. 

Civic Park/Broadway at Civic 
C. Lehman 510*946-1545 


Casual play daily 
Theatre Caffe 

1655 N. Main St. 
George D. 510*935-7779 


Yuba-Sutter 
Tuesdays 6:30 p.m. 
Buttes Christian Manor 
223 F Street, Marysville 
T.Giertych 916*742-7071 


Mary Gomez Park 
F Sierra 408*241-1447 


Santa Cruz 
S. Kangas 408*464-0202 


Santa Rosa 

Tuesdays 6-10:45 p.m. 
Sonoma Coffee Company 
521 4th Street 

Keith Halonen 707°578-61 25 


Stockton 

Fridays 7 p.m. 

St Andrews Church 

4910 Claremont 

Ed Auerbach 209*957-7620 


Sunnyvale 

LERA 

Tuesdays, 8 p.m. 
Lockheed Rec Ctr 

Jim Hurt 916*525-7912 





Tournament Organizers 


EA = Ed Auerbach, 4514 McGaw St. #20, Stockton, 95207. 209957-7620 

JB = John Barnard, Box 5252, Sonora 95370. 209¢533-8222 

KC = Kevin Cripe 209 869-3646 

JD = Jo Djordjevic, Theatre Cafe, 1655 Main St., Walnut Creek 94596. 510€935-7779 
PD = Peter Dahl, 75 Inverness Dr., San Francisco 94132. 415 566-4069 

TD = Tom Dorsch, P.O. Box 3294, Hayward 94540-3294. 510¢481-5351 

JE = John Easterling, 4617 Cutting Blvd., Richmond 94804. 510*529-0910 

JE2 = James Eade, 2865 Jackson St. #1, San Francisco 94115. 415*922-3473 

AF = Allan Fifield 2735 North Highland, Visalia 93291. 209¢734-2784 

BG = Bill Goichberg, PO. Box 249, Salisbury Mills, NY 12577. 914¢496-9658 

MG = Mike Goodall, 2420 Atherton St. #6, Berkeley 94704. 510¢548-6815 

JH = Jim Hurt, PO. Box 461, Tahoma 96142. 916¢525-7912 

PH = Pat Howlett, 4677 Old Ironsides Dr., #210, Santa Clara 95054. 408 988-5008 
TI = Todd Imada, UCB: ASUC/SUPERB, Berkeley 94720. 510¢642-7477 

BJ = Brian Jew, 909 Greenwich St., San Francisco 94133. 415 923-3776 

AK = Alan Kirshner, 66 Indian Hill Plaza, Fremont 94539. | 

DK = Dmitry Karshtedt, 1449 48 Ave., Apt #2, S.F 94122. 4159566-8138 

SK = Stuart Katz, 1030 G St., Sacramento 95814. 916*444-3133 

GL = Gerald Lim, P.0. Box 4367, Davis 95617. 916¢758-9007 

BN = Bill North, 116 Magneson Terrace, Los Gatos 95032. 408° 356-7935 

RO = Ray Orwig, 2030 Roosevelt Ave., Richmond 94801. 510¢237-7956 

CP = Charles Pigg, 420 Vista Ct., Livermore 94550. 510«447-5067 

PR = Philip Rodriguez, P.0. Box 581035, Salt Lake City UT. 801 ©582-8385 

RT = Robert Tanner, P.O. Box 752, Ceres 95307. 209¢575-3947 

DW = Dennis Wajckus, 736 N. Farris Ave., Fresno. 209 233-8710 

JW = Jerome Weikel, 6578 Valley Wood Dr., Reno NV 89523. 702°747-1405 

CW = Carolyn Withgitt, PO. Box 6305, Hayward 94540-6305. 5 10481-8580 

RY = Raphael Yelluas, 10230 N. Foothill Blvd., #£19, Cupertino 95014. 408¢777-9202 


Send tournament reports and 

annotated games to CC]: 

Jim Eade . Tournament Clearinghouse: 
^. 2865 Jackson St. #1 Don Wolitzer 

San Francisco 94115 2130 Mercury Rd. 

415 922-3473 Livermore, CA 94550 

jimeade@aol.com $10¢455-4119 
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The CalChess Calendar of Events 


(* denotes CalChess discount) Last update 9-10-95 


1995 


CE 1 Leeriiubenss (Sa-Su) saias Golden Bear Open (Berkeley) eocen na * (MG) 
OE A aa Oana TE PON E CIT NES EE e (AF) 
DOSE IS uu cess SUE) cac co a Bay Area G/60 Championship & Scholastic (Palo Alto) ............. *XRY) 
DOE T eoi ian (dius rodcdirier Prosno BE DIOE (3. e ocn d ee e dO mre de cqui anie SS e a ei eR EN M (DW) 
Oct. 21929... rin (BU aurei Wostprm OBS [RefiO) 2. ptatem uat eaae usa ensi aca net oue eai (JW) 
NOM. de tus acus (Sa-SHn) uer: LIUOHBOU BODL us reca hu es date tas een tee ts ee AN * (CP) 
Nov. 10-12 .......... ERES) S Gana ioon EOM IS EATER TT Ra ERNA * (MG) 
Nov. 18-19 .......... (Sa-Su) ............. Fresno- CGooniy Championship eges edonmqeneso sacas yr mra etae * (DW) 
Nov. TOSS Lee ua oiguskpers eoe edipi) U.S. Closed Championship (MOteSEO) ......., ua iari inersia (RT) 
BD S Leu es D enphactoÉnds U.S. Women’s Closed Championship (Modesto) ........................... (RT) 
Nov. 24-26 .......... (E- Su) neuere LERA (Spupnvvale) 5o onmes eerrectsonbemqua cn Pup Prev ved mss ide tue eM te (JH) 
Deo. 2-5... eere (Sa-Su) ............. Side Fourmanients (Modesto) nck; ced.couccanandin wos un ciu stus eo ba ri ERA (RT) 


MLK weekend (3rd weekend Jan.) (TD) 


Annual Events 


3rd weekend June (F-Su) Far West Open (Reno) (JW) 


Presidents' Day Weekend People's (Berkeley) (AT) Labor Day weekend (1st weekend Sept.) (TD) 

1st weekend March (F-Su) SF Amateur (MG) Last weekend Oct. (F-Su) Western Open (Reno) (JW) 
LERA Memorial Day (JH) 2nd weekend Nov. (F-Su) Capps (MG) 

2nd weekend June (F-Su) Stamer (MG) LERA Thanksgiving (JH) 





See the inside back cover for the key to the tournament organisers (listed here by their initials). 
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Vinay and ‘Tom 





Vinay Bhat receives the Aspis trophy from 
Tom Dorsch, candidate for USCF treasurer 


Inside this issue— 
An Interview with Tom Dorsch 
MLK CalChess Season Opener 
6th San Francisco International 
And much more! 
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CalChess Board Members: 
Allan Fifield Eric Schiller 

Mark Pinto Don Wolitzer 
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REPORT 





This issue marks our first attempt at offset printing, A. 
with any technological change, it brings new capacitie 
and new difficulties. We will continue to tinker with oy 
presentation until we have found a sustainable proce 
which maximizes our abilities while minimizing our costs 
We are working diligently to continuously improve no 
only our production quality, but also our content. We truy 
readers will be pleased with both in this issue. 


Once again we can enjoy grandmaster analysis on they 
pages. Ex-Modestonian Larry Christiansen treats us with hi 
analysis of one of the games from the recently conclude 
Kasparov-Anand match. We think it a chessic crime that Lar 
was not invited to play in 1995's U.S. Championship, since hi: 
family still lives in Modesto. He only managed to finish secon 
in 1994’s championship. Hopefully, we can squeeze a report fron 
organizer Robert Tanner by the next issue. 


On another front, the USCF policy board elections are ap 
proaching and this year, for the first time in recent memory, 
have a Northern California based candidate. Tom Dorsch is run, 
niné for the office of Treasurer and he has our unqualified sup 
port. Tom and Carolyn have been the first couple of California: 
chess and we can only hope that Tom does not base his cam 
paign on a “two for one” slogan. Next thing you know, Carolyn 
might be testifying in front of a grand jury! 


Tom can stand on his own record, however, and gives us the 
opportunity to review it in the interview that leads off this issue 
After all that has taken place in Northern California in recent. 
years, we think it high time that we put someone on the board, 
and can think of no better representative than Tom. 


We are more than pleased to note the renewed interest in 


Continued on page 16 
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Campaign 1996 


An Interview with 
Tom Dorsch 


CC Editor James Eade recently sat down with Tom Dorsch 
to discuss his candidacy for USCF treasurer, and tried to ask 
the tough questions. Did Eade succeed? Let us know what 


you think. 


Q: Let’s start off with the background stuff first, Tom. Tell me a little bit 


HY o 


about where and when you grew up, where you went to school, and how you 
first got interested in chess. 
A: I grew up in Oakland, California, in the Fifties. I learned chess from relatives, 
one cousin in particular who always shellacked me when we visited him. When 
I got to high school, I joined the chess club, and that is when the bug really bit 
me. I took lessons from George Koltanowski, and by the end of high school I 


was first board on our league championship team. 


Q: Nowadays, many of us have several careers over the years. Has that been 
the case with you? In other words, how have you been paying your entry 
fees over the years? 


A: Yes, I fall into the ‘several careers’ category. As a 
teen, I had odd jobs as a postal clerk, grocery 
checker at Safeway, and train-order operator for 
Southern Pacific—and then Uncle Sam called. Af- 
ter four years as a Russian translator in Germany, I 
went through college and picked up a Doctor of 
Laws degree from the University of California at 
Davis, but never went into practice. I got a job at 
St. Regis Paper, in the accounting department, and 
worked there until they folded (no pun intended) 
in 1980. Then I became an authorizer at the Social 
Security Administration until the late ’80s, when I 
started my own property management firm. Being 
self-employed left me with more flexibility in my 
schedule to be involved in chess, and I was soon 
president of the state organization. 


In just a few years, we went from an ‘inactive’ 
organization, one that just collected SASP funds and 
chose Voting Members, to one with an award-win- 
ning state magazine (Best U1000 in 1991) and eight 
hundred members. During that time our USCF 
membership increased over 40 percent (Northern 
California is the only Big-Five state that did not lose 
any voting members in reapportionments this de- 
cade), and our net worth increased from a nega- 
tive-balance checking account to about $8,000. 

Q: Did you meet your wife, Carolyn Withgitt, 

through chess? | 

À: Yes, Carolyn was a devoted player, and she was 
Continued on the next page 


By Sam Sloan 


Richard Lobo of England and Grand- 
master Rosendo Balinas of the Philip- 
pines won the Masters Section of the 
Cal Chess Season Opener with equal 
scores of 5-1. Lobo won the first place 
trophy on secondary tie-breaks. This 
event was held over the Martin Luther 
King Junior weekend on January 13- 
15, in Foster City, California. Balinas 
and Lobo drew each other and each 
had one other draw. There were a to- 
tal of 196 players in a total of seven 
sections. Carolyn Withgitt and Tom 
Dorsch directed. 





Tom Dorsch, Candidate for USCF Treasurer 





MLK Weekend 


After winning the grandmaster 
title in a spectacular tournament vic- 
tory in the 1976 Moscow International 
Tournament twenty years ago, 
Rosendo Balinas has had many ups 
and downs in chess, mostly downs. 
Although Balinas was the second Fili- 
pino grandmaster, his lack of warm 
relations with Florencio Campomanes 
has prevented Balinas from playing on 
the Philippines national team in re- 
cent years, in spite of being a seven- 
time Philippines national champion. 
For the past twenty years, Balinas has 
been crying alone in the wilderness 

Continued on page 5 
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An Interview with 
Tom Dorsch 


Continued from previous page 


introduced to me by a mutual friend. It 
only took three years for us to decide to 
have our first date, and the rest is, as they 
say, history. 


Q: Carolyn and you have been the ‘first 
couple’ in Northern California chess for 
a number of years now, reminding some 
of us of a Clinton campaign slogan: “Two 
for the price of one.” Has Carolyn had any 
shady business deals that might affect 
your candidacy? 


A: Unfortunately, Carolyn has not been 
offered the opportunity to parlay one thou- 
sand into one hundred thousand in the 
commodities market, or to speculate on 
real estate. I won't even let 
her fire our travel agent! 
She is quite happy in her 
present position as a Senior 
Accountant. 


Q: What are some of the 
things that influenced your 
decision to run for the 
Policy Board? 


A: Well, we kind of get lured 
into chess politics incre- 
mentally. I never considered myself a 'poli- 
tician.' I like to think of the time I de- 
scribed Jerry Hanken as a ‘chess politician’ 
in a puff piece I wrote for him in our state 
magazine. He immediately called me up 
and said, “Hey, that’s an insult!” I think 
many of us feel that way about politics in 
general and chess politicians in particu- 
lar. 





But when you become president of the 
third-largest USCF ‘state,’ you are inexo- 
rably drawn into the why and wherefore 
of how things operate, you feel compelled 
to lobby for positions that you favor, and 
you attract the attention of others who 
recognize that you can be valuable to 
them. At that point, it is hopeless to resist 
the pull. As Al Pacino said in Godfather 
III, “The more I try to get out, the more 
they pull me back in!” 

Q: Why did you decide to run for 
Treasurer? 

A: For the past couple of years, I have been 
interested in the financial side of USCF 
governance. Like others, I used to struggle 
to comprehend the almost opaque 
financial reports and budgets that are 


presented to the delegates and BINFO 
subscribers. 


But the catalytic event was the 1994 
National Elementary, where certain, let us 
say, ‘non-GAAP’ accounting practices were 
employed. I pursued that inquiry in an 
attempt to resolve the doubts about how 
the finances were handled, and in the 
process I got a good tutorial on USCF 
finances. 

Q: In your opinion, what is the role of the 
USCF treasurer? 

A: The treasurer’s job is a very important 
one, probably the most important next to 


a ÓTps—— 


“Poe served across the board in chess as a 
player, organizer, tournament director, 
journalist, regional vice president, 
foundation officer, committee chairman, 
scholastic coach and ‘chess husband’.” 








the president. Every treasurer in my 
memory has placed his own stamp on the 
office; some are very involved, some are 
hands off. But in the past, the treasurer 
has been primarily responsible for man- 
aging the assets of the corporation, includ- 
ing making solitary investment decisions 
for the Life Member Assets and other 
funds, sole responsibility for monitoring 
staff expenses, a prominent role in craft- 
ing the budget, and other singularly im- 
portant tasks. Future treasurers, because 
of recent Delegates’ motions, will probably 
not exercise the same range of authority. 
For example, I strongly supported the no- 
tion that an investment committee should 
handle trading decisions on the LMA ac- 
count. I don’t think one person should be 
solely responsible for all the trading; safe- 
guards should be put in place. 


Of course, the treasurer is also part of 
the Policy Board, a subcommittee of the 
Board of Delegates, and shares, with the 
rest of the Policy Board team, responsibil- 
ity for decisions on behalf of the members 
between annual meetings. 


Q: Let's talk about some of your 





qualifications for the job. Can you tellu 
about some of the jobs you've had in y 
out of the chess world that prepared yo, 


for this job? 


A: Most of the work I have done over th; 
years has been business-related. Of cours 
it helps to have a law degree. Managing my 
own business has required me to become 
astute in business matters on a practic] 
level—and it doesn’t hurt that I marrige; 
an accountant! Besides that, as executive 


director of the Kolty Chess For Youth ’ 


Foundation, a §501(c)(3) corporation, | 
have gained valuable experience. | shoul 
also mention that I’m currently treasurer 
of the Chess Journalists of America. 


Q: Are there other relevant experiences 
you've had that will make you a good 
member of the Policy Board? 


A: I think my broad background in ches; 
from being a master player for many year 
to having organized and directed larg 
tournaments, experience in non-profits 4 
executive director of the Kolty Foundation, 
organizer of several scho. 
lastic affiliates, coach ¢ 
up-and-coming players, 
and many other jobs in 
chess, have given me; 
sound basis for service 


narrow focus, I've serve 
across the board in ches 
as a player, organizer, 
tournament director, 
journalist, regional vice 
president, foundation officer, committee 
chairman, scholastic coach and ‘chess 


husband,’ and I like to think that I’ve kept, 


my mind open about what needs to b 
done to improve the game that has beer 
such an important part of my life. 


Q: What do you see as the biggest obstacle 
to getting elected? 


A: I don't feel particularly handicapped s 
an individual, but I think the biggest 
change I have seen in the last decade ha 
been the rapid turnover in voters and al 
expanding interest in good chess gover 
nance. That means that candidates have 
to work harder to get their message out 
The ‘forty oligarchs’ made famous by a Tin 
Redman letter can no longer guarantee tle 
election of a candidate; in fact, it has be 
come difficult to find forty chessplaye 
who agree on anyone! 


For several years, I have favored sont 
expansion of the franchise to bring mot 
chessplayers into the organizational side 
I think it will be necessary to expand oll 
infrastructure in the short run and the lot 
run if we are going to support the grow! 


Continued on page 6 
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Continued from page 3 


about the financial irregularities of the Campomanes adminis- 
tration, until a majority of FIDE member nations joined the cho- 
rus only a few months ago. 


Balinas served for four years as a chess trainer in Bahrain in 
the late 1980s. Upon his return to America, Balinas had some 
lackluster performances. However, in just the last few months, 
Balinas has been extremely active has had an impressive series 
of results, either winning or finishing near the top in every tour- 
nament that he has played in, in very elite company. Balinas had 
good results in the Western Open in Reno, where he defeated 
Grandmaster Alexander Ivanov, in the U.S. Senior Open in Las 
Vegas and in an International Master tournament held in San 
Francisco. Balinas won the San Diego Open last year. With these 
results plus his latest victory, Balinas is finally proving himself 
to be a truly grandmaster strength player. Balinas now lives in 
Oxnard, California. 


At a recent USCF Policy Board Meeting, ‘Grandmaster’ 
Arnold Denker proposed that ‘foreigners’ such as Grandmasters 
Gufeld and Balinas not be allowed to play in the U.S. Senior Open, 
until they have resided in the U.S. for three years. In another 
outrageous act by the USCF Policy Board, this resolution passed, 
so now ‘foreigners’ are no longer welcome in this ‘open’ event. 
However, Denker’s efforts to stop Balinas from competing against 
him is misplaced, as Balinas has been playing in tournaments in 
the United States since the late 1970s. 


This past weekend, Balinas won the Cal Chess Season 
Opener through a spectacular last round victory over Senior 
Master Artak Akopian. Akopian appeared to have a draw in hand 
and no losing chances, but Balinas defended resourcefully until 
finally Akopian slipped and allowed Balinas to trade down into 


Winners 
CalChess Season Opener 


Richard Lobo 
GM Rosendo Balinas 


Allen Becker 
Lev Frenklakh 


A Ludwig Arndt 
Steven Krasnov 


Masters 


Expert 


David Preuss 


Brendan Birt 
Duane Anderson 


Sinoe Era 


Anton lvanov 








~ 


Pa 


Richard Lobo (left) and Rosendo Balinas (right), looking 
more exhausted than exhalted after their victory. 


an absolutely winning king and pawn endgame. This was almost 
the last game in the tournament to finish. It was surprising how 
many master spectators failed to realize that Balinas had an ab- 
solute cold win as soon as queens were traded. 


Richard Lobo of England tied for first by making short shift 
of Dmitry Zilberstein’s Kings Indian Defense. Zilberstein lost on 
time on move 28 when he realized that he had no way to avoid a 
loss of material. Lobo made his first international master norm 
earlier last year. 


Jennie Frenklakh, the girl wonder of chess, who made head- 
lines last Summer when she was leading the U.S. Open Champi- 
onship with 5-0, after defeating three masters in a row, got off to 
a good start here again, defeating two masters, Eric Schiller and 
Joe Weber, in the first three rounds. It looked as though Jennie 
was finally going to get her master rating, which has been barely 
eluding her for some time. However, Jennie was then ground 
down in a 60 move endgame by Artak Akopian, in a position in 
which it appeared for a long time that she could hold a draw. 
Then, in the next round, master Aaron Stearns busted her open 
with a Hari Kari Attack. As a result, Jennie will have to wait a bit 
longer to get her master title. 


In an aside, I found myself paired in round 4 against Micah 
Fisher-Kirshner. Although I had never seen this player before, | 
knew him well, as he has created a disk of more than 500 chess 
games of himself and his younger brother, Tov Fisher-Kirshner. 
This disk has been circulated and copied among players such as 
myself who collect games, and so, when I sat down to play him, 
I announced that I had made a deep and profound study of 500 
of his chess games and I knew exactly what to play against him. 
I then demonstrated the results of my research and played 1.84. 
Sure enough, the game was over and I had won by move seven. 
Actually, he played on until move 23, when his chess teacher 
came by and told him that he had no chance. This was such a 


Continued on the next page 
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projections of the office. That 
is one of the reasons I agreed 
to serve on the 'Blue Ribbon 
Commission' established by 
the delegates in Concord to 
examine reforms in USCF gov- 
ernance. The USCF has not al- 
ways had strong strategic plan- 
ning, but we need to think 
about such things if we are go- 
ing to manage planned growth 
well. 

Q: Do you have specific objec- 
tives in mind for your term as 
Treasurer? 


A: Some things need to be 
done, no doubt about it, and I 
don’t think anyone will dis- 
agree. Financial reporting 
needs to be more open and 
understandable for the average 
member. Long-range planning 
needs to anticipate future de- 
velopments so that we don’t 
just manage from crisis to cri- 
sis. The budget needs to be 
worked out in a way that makes 
it plausible, so that we don’t 
wind up rewriting the whole 
thing on the floor of the annual 
meeting, like we did in Chi- 
cago. And I think it is wise to 
secure our most valuable as- 
sets, like the LMA account, in 
conservative, committee-man- 
aged investment policies. Be- 
yond that, after the election I 
plan to take some time to ana- 
lyze the treasurer's job, consult 
prior treasurers and the Fi- 
nance Committee, and see 
what economies or improve- 
ments are possible. 


An Interview with 
Tom Dorsch 


Continued from page 4 


Q: Over the years, the USCF 
has grown into a multi-million 
dollar corporation. Do you feel 
that the job of treasurer has 
substantially changed in that 
time? 

A: The job of treasurer has 
changed more than any other 
Policy Board position, because 
the treasurer is more inti- 
mately involved in the finan- 
cial operations of the corpora- 
tion than the other officers. As 
finances become more promi- 
nent, the treasurer’s job has 
expanded. 

Q: Growth is usually consid- 
ered a good thing, but many 
people believe that the growth 
in the USCF operations has 
resulted in greater fiduciary 
responsibilities for the organi- 
zation. Do you think the USCF 
has responded appropriately 
to these pressures? 

A: No question rapid growth 
presents new challenges. For 
example, what ratio of scholas- 
tic members to regular mem- 
bers is sustainable? Last year, 
for the first time, the number 
of scholastic members ex- 
ceeded the number of regular 
members. Are the scholastic 


members self-sustaining, or 
will we be in trouble when the 
ratio of scholastic members to 
regular members is 2:1? 4:1? 

There is also the problem 
of how the office expands. The 
present site is barely adequate 
for the current staff. If, as pro- 
jected, the staff grows 40 per- 
cent during the rest of the de- 
cade, should we expand the 
present site, move to new fa- 
cilities, or rent/buy satellite 
offices? Answering these ques- 
tions well are some of the most 
vital faced by the organization 
as it grows. 

And of course, there is the 
omnipresent issue of Life Mem- 
bers. Is the LMA account 
underfunded, jeopardizing fu- 
ture benefits to life members, 
or is it overfunded, justifying 
an increase of cash flow to op- 
erations from the LMA ac- 
count? Steve Doyle has just 
completed a new actuarial 
study, which may put the LMA 
issue in proper perspective for 
the first time in years. 

Let us not forget another 
important financial issue, dues. 
After the big increase on 1/1/ 
95, it was thought we were safe 





for a while. But swings in j; 
nances have been wild lately 
and there has already been tal 
of another increase later thi 
decade. Let's make sure they 
issues are carefully consider 
so that we do the right thin 
for the federation and for ches 
in the US. 

Q: The Board oversees oper; 


tions in this regard and th 


delegates have oversight re. 
sponsibility of the Board. D 
you think these relationship 
are functioning properly now: 
A: The Blue Ribbon Commit 
tee is currently reviewing al 
aspects of USCF governance 
and we hope to have some in 
formation and conclusions t 
report by the US Open in Vir 
ginia: We don’t want to previey 
our conclusions, but I can sy 
that there has been consider 
able criticism of at least the 
details of the present arrange. 
ment, and it is possible tha 
improvements can be made. 


Q: Let's close with a souni 
bite. Why should we vote for 


Tom Dorsch as USCF treu) 


surer? 

A: Good question! My biased 
opinion is that I’m the best car 
didate for the job, but seriously, 
I hope that those who have 
been following USCF gover 
nance for the past few year 
realize that I have worked ver 
hard to make some positive 
difference in the USCF, andl 
want to contribute more 4 
USCF Treasurer. 











cata OLeucr 
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terrible game that I was not going to in- 
clude it, until I received several requests 
for this game in which I won in seven 


moves. 


I wonder if Micah Fisher-Kirshner is 
going to include this game on his latest disk 
and circulate this as well. He is still just a 
kid and the energy and enthusiasm he has 
displayed by entering 500 of his and his 
brother’s games marks him as a future 
strong player but, as the game itself dem- 
onstrates, he is not quite ready to assume 


6 


ters just yet. 


his position among the world’s grandmas- 


Reynard Anderson and Viktors Pupols 
tied for third in the Masters Section with 
4.5-1.5, followed by Walter Shipman, 
Artak Akopian, Dmitry Zilberstein, Aaron 
Stearns, Eric Schiller and David Blohm 
with 3.5-2.5. There were 25 rated mas- 
ters in the masters section. 


Expert winners were Allen Becker 
(2121) and Lev Frenklakh (2097) with 5- 
1. Becker got the trophy on tiebreaks. 





Alvin Pulley (1930), Kevin Zeigler (2187), 
and Boris Orlov (2017) tied for 3-5 with 
4.5 points. Christopher Black (1984) ant 
Eric Steger (1925) finished with 4. Arthu 


Ibragimov (2046) lost to Lev Frenklakh 
(devoted father of Jennie Frenklakh) in the 


last round and finished with 3.5, tied witl 


Paul Liebhaber (2006) and Jesse Jestatl 


(2038). 
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The Class A section was won lj 
Ludwig Arndt and Steven Krasnov who tied 
for first with 5-1. The B section was wol 
by David Preuss with 5-1. The C sectio! 
was won by Brendan Birt and Duan 
Anderson with 5-1. The D section was woi 
by Sinoe Era with 5.5-0.5. The E and Ur 
rated section was won by Anton Ivano 
with 5-1. 
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CalChess Season Opener 


Selected Games 


Sam Sloan selects some of the most interesting games from the 
1996 CalChess Season Opener, held over the Martin Luther King holiday weekend. 


Rosendo Balinas-Artak Akopian 
CalChess Season Opener 
Foster City, 1996 
Round 6, C03 

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nd2 a6 4.c3 c5 5.dxc5 
Bxe5 6.Nb3 Bb6 7.exd5 exd5 8.Bd3 Nf6 
9.0e24. Be6 10.Nf3 0-0 11.0-0 Bg4 
12.B$5 No6 13.Rael Qd6 14.Bh4 Rae8 
15.0d1 Of4 16.0d2 Nh5 17.Rxe8 Rxe8 
18.Rel Re6 19.Rxe6 fxe6 20.Bg5 Qf7 
21.Be2 Nf6 22.Bxf6 Qxf6 23.Nfd4 Bxe2 
24.Qxe2 e5 25.Nxc6 bxc6 26.83 a5 27.a4 
Of5 28.Kg2 h5 29.h3 h4 30.84 Of4 
31.Nd2 e4 32.Nf1 Kh7 33.Ne3 Bc7 
34.Nf1 Bb6 35.Ne3 $6 36.K$1 Be7 37.Nf1 
Bb6 38.Ne3 Be5 39.K$2 QbS8S 40.Nf1 Of4 
41.Ne3 Bd6 42.Nf1 c5 43.Qe3 Qe5 44.13 
exf3+ 45.Kxf3 Qf6+ 46.Ke2 d4 47.cxd4 
exd4 48.0d3 Bf4 49.Kd1 Qb6 50.b3 Kh6 
51.Nd2 Qb4 52.Nf3 Qb7 53.Ke2 Qe7+ 
54.Kf1 Be3 55.Nxd4 Bxd4 56.Qxd4 Qf7+ 
57.Ke2 Qxb3 58.0e34 Qxe34 59.Kxe3 
Kg5 60.Ke4 Kf6 61.Kd5 Ke7 62.Kc5 Ke6 
63.Kb5 Ke5 64.Kxa5 Kf4 65.Kb6 Kg3 
66.45 Kxh3 67.36 Kx$4 68.a7 h3 
69.a8=Q $5 70.Kc5 K$3 71.Kd4 Kf2 
72.Qh1 $4 73.Qh2+ Kf3 74.Kd3 $23 
75.Qxh3 Kf2 76.Qf5+ K$1 77.Ke2 $2 
78.Qf2+ Kh1 79.Qh4+ Kg1 80.Kf3 Kf1 
81.Qf2# 1-0 


Richard Lobo-Dmitry Zilberstein 
CalChess Season Opener 
Foster City, 1996 
Round 6,A65 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 $6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 d6 5.f3 
0-0 6.Bg5 c5 7.d5 e6 8.Qd2 exd5 9.exd5 
a6 10.a4 Nbd7 11.Nh3 Re8 12.Nf2 Qa5 
13.Ra3 Ne5 14.Be2 h5 15.0-0 Rb8 
16.0c2 Nh7 17.Bd2 Qd8 18.a5 $5 19.Na4 
Bd7 20.Nb6 Bb5 21.Re1 Re7 22.Bc3 Nf8 
23.Nd1 Nfd7 24.Nxd7 Bxd7 25.Ne3 Qc8 
26.Raal Qe8 27.Kh1 Re8 28.Qb3 Black 
lost on time because White threatens 
29.Qb6, threatening the pawn at d6, and 
Black has no defense. 1-0 


P E o 


Arthur Arutyunyan-Richard Lobo 
CalChess Season Opener 
Foster City, 1996 
Round 5, B25 

1.e4 c5 2.Nc3 Nc6 3.83 g6 4.Bg2 Bg7 
5.d3 Rb8 6.f4 d6 7.Nh3 e6 8.0-0 Nge7 
9.Be3 0-0 10.Qd2 f5 11.Kh1 b6 12.Rael 
dS 13.exd5 exd5 14.Bg1 h6 15.Rf2 Kh7 
16.Rfe2 d4 17.Nd1 Qd7 18.Bf2 Bb7 
19.Ng1 Nd5 20.e4 dxe3 21.bxc3 Rbd8 
22.Nf3 Nf6 23.Nb2 Qc8 24.Nc4 Ne4 
25.Rxe4 fxe4 26.Rxe4 Na5 27.Qe2 Nxe4 
28.Rxc4 Rfe8 29.Ne5 Bxe5 30.fxe5 
Bxg2+ 31.Kxg2 Qd7 32.d4 Qd5+ 33.Kg1 
Rd7 34.Ra4 Rf7 35.Ra3 c4 36.Ra6 Ref8 
37.Bel Qb5 38.e6 Re7 39.Ra3 Rf6 
40.Rb3 Qd5 41.Rb1 Rfxe6 42.Qf2 Re2 
43.Qf1 Qe4 44.Bf2 Rf7 45.Rel Rfxf2 
46.Qxf2 Rxel+ 0-1 


Edward Syrett-Christopher Black 
CalChess Season Opener 
Foster City, 1996 
Round 5, C47 


1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.Nc3 No6 4.d4 exd4 
5.Nd5 Nxd5 6.exd5 Bb4+ 7.Bd2 Qe7+ 
8.Be2 d3 9.cxd3 Bxd2+ 10.Qxd2 Nb4 
11.0-0 Nxd5 12.Rfel 0-0 13.Racl1 c6 
14.Re4 d6 15.Re4 Qd8 16.Nd4 c5 
17.Nb5 Bf5 18.Ra4 Bd7 19.d4 c4 0-1 


Jennie Frenklakh-Joe Weber 
CalChess Season Opener 
Foster City, 1996 
Round 3, E70 


1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 $6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 d6 
5.B$5 h6 6.Bh4 0-0 7.Be2 Nbd7 8.f3 c5 
9.d5 a6 10.Nh3 Rb8 11.a4 Re8 12.Nf2 
Qa5 13.0-0 Nh5 14.Qc1 $5 15.Bg3 Ndf6 
16.Nd3 Nxg3 17.hxg3 Nh5 18.Kh2 f5 
19.f4 $4 20.Nf2 Bd4 21.exf5 Bxf2 22.Rxf2 
Bxf5 23.Qd1 Nf6 24.Bd3 e6 25.Qc2 Bxd3 
26.Qxd3 Kg7 27.dxe6 Rxe6 28.f5 ReeS8 
29.Nd5 Ne4 30.f6+ Kf7 31.Re2 Ng5 
32.Re7+ Rxe7 33.fxe7 Kg7 34.Rf1 Nh7 
35.0f5 Oxa4 36.0f7- Kh8 37.Nf4 1-0 


Eric Schiller-Jennie Frenklakh 
CalChess Season Opener 
Foster City, 1996 
Round 2, BI5 

1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.No3 dxe4 4.Bc4 Nf6 
5.f3 exf3 6.Nxf3 e6 7.0-0 Be7 8.Bg5 0-0 
9.0d2 Nbd7 10.Rae1 c5 11.Kh1 a6 12.a4 
exd4 13.Nxd4 Nb6 14.Bd3 Nfd5 15.Ne4 
Nxa4 16.Bxe7 Nxe7 17.Ng5 Nf5 18.c3 h6 
19.Ngf3 Nxd4 20.cxd4 b5 21.Bb1 Ra? 
22.Ne5 Re7 23.Rf3 f5 24.Ng6 Rf6 25.Nf4 
Nb6 26.Ba2 Nc4 27.Bxc4 Rxe4 28.d5 
exd5 29.Nxd5 Rd6 30.Rd3 Kh8 31.b4 
Be6 0-1 


Aaron Stearns-Jennie Frenklakh 
CalChess Season Opener 
Foster City, 1996 
Round 5, BI2 

1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.e5 Bf5 4.c4 dxc4 
5.Bxe4 e6 6.Nc3 Nd7 7.Nge2 Nb6 8.Bb3 
Ne7 9.Ng3 Bg6 10.0-0 Nf5 11.Nxf5 Bxf5 
12.84 Bg6 13.f4 Qd7 14.f5 exf5 15.e6 
fxe6 16.Bxe6 Qc7 17.Qe2 Be7 18.Bf4 
Qd8 19.Rael Bf7 20.Bxf7+ Kxf7 21.Qe6+ 
Kf8 22.Qxf5+ Ke8 23.Bg5 Nc8 24.Bxe7 
Nxe7 25.Q0f7+ Kd7 26.Qe6+ Ke7 
27.Qxe7+ 1-0 


Walter Shipman-Aaron Stearns 
CalChess Season Opener 
Foster City, 1996 
Round 6,A46 

1.d4 e6 2.83 c5 3.Nf3 b5 4.Bg2 Bb7 5.0-0 
Nf6 6.Bg5 h6 7.Bxf6 Qxf6 8.Nc3 a6 9.e4 
exd4 10.e5 Qd8 11.Nxd4 Bxg2 12.Kxg2 
Qb6 13.0f3 Ra7 14.Rad1 d6 15.exd6 
Bxd6 16.Qe3 Be7 17.Ne4 1/2-1/2 


Jordy Mont-Reynaud-Ari Deshpande 
CalChess Season Opener 
Foster City, 1996 
Round 5, D48 


1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 c6 4.Nf3 Nf6 5185 
Nbd7 6.Bd3 dxe4 7.Bxe4 b5 8.Bd3 a6 
9.e4 c5 10.d5 exd5 11.e5 d4 12.exf6 


Continued on the next page 
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Z> Letters to 


SS s 
== the Editor 


Dear CalChess Journal Editor: 

I was disappointed in your response to the letter from Peter McKone 
in the Autumn issue. Mr. McKone objected to a political remark in a 
CalChess article. The remark was unnecessary and should have been 
removed. I'm sure that if the author's article had included racial slurs, 
anti-Semitic innuendos or sexist stereotypes you would have used your 
editorial prerogative to snip them out. But apparently it is OK to at- 
tack Republicans. 

As human beings we can't hope to agree on everything but I hope 
that CCJ will promote inclusiveness. As long as someone is playing 
their best chess and is displaying courtesy to their opponents they 
should be welcome in CalChess regardless of their political beliefs. It 
is easy for an editor to use his position of power to take cheap shots, 
but it is better for chess to encourage tolerance and respect for 
everyone’s beliefs. 

By the way, the new COJ is great. 





The editor replies: 

Thank you for writing Mr. Uren, and for your kini 
closing comment. 

It was not a political remark. The article was abo 
the sucess of a young female player. It was written, les 
we forget, when Mr. Gingrich was in the news for hi 
remark about women’s suppossed inability to fight jy 
the trenches. It made use of a highly topical reference 
express support for women in chess. We need more yj 
this, not less. | 

CalChess could care less about your politcal belie 
as long as you aren't loudly proclaiming them on you 
opponents’ time. It is absurd to take one remark in on 
article, misinterpret it, and then suggest the possibili; 
that political beliefs are even remotely a factor i 
CalChess membership. 

Since the editor did not author the article, it is po 
reasoning to suggest that we are abusing our poweri 
order to take cheap shots. In fact, that’s a cheap shot. 

The real issue here is women in chess. The artic 
promoted inclusiveness, respect and tolerance. You mi 
rest assured that, if anyone takes a shot at women’s abil 
ties, they are fair Same on these pages, regardless of the) 


Jim Uren, San Jose 


Season Opener Gamer 


Continued from previous page 


Nxf6 13.Ne4 Be7 14.0-0 0-0 15.Qc2 c4 
16.Nxf6+ Bxf6 17.Bxh7+ Kh8 18.Be4 
Ra7 19.Qd1 Re7 20.Ng5 86 21.Qf3 Kg7 
22.h4 Qe8 23.Be6 Bd7 24.Bxd7 Qxd7 
25.Nh7 Kxh7 26.Qxf6 a5 27.h5 gxh5 
28.Qh6+ Kg8 29.085+ Kh7 30.Qxh5+ 
Kg8 31.Bh6 f6 32. Bxf8 Rh7 33.Bh6 1-0 


Viktors Pupols-Walter Shipman 
CalChess Season Opener 
Foster City, 1996 
Round 5, D45 

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 c6 4.Nf3 Nf6 5.e3 
Nbd7 6.Ne5 Nxe5 7.dxe5 Nd7 8.f4 Nb6 
9 exd5 Nxd5 10.Nxd5 Qxd5 11.Bd2 Be7 
12.Qc2 Bh4+ 13.Ke2 b6 14.e4 Qd7 
15.Rd1 Ba6+ 16.Kf3 Bxf1l 17.Bb4 Qb7 
18.Rhxf1 c5 19.Bc3 0-0 20.Rd2 Rfd8 
21.Rfd1 Be7 22.a4 Qc7 23.f5 Rxd2 
24.Rxd2 Rd8 25.f6 Bf8 26.0d1 Rxd2 
27.Qxd2 b5 28.b3 b4 29.Bb2 c4 30.bxe4 
Qxc4 31.fx$7 Be7 32.Bd4 Bg5 33.Be3 
Bxe3 34.0d8+ Kxg7 35.Qf6+ Kf8 
36.Qd8+ 1/2-1/2 


Dmitry Zilberstein-Rosendo Balinas 
CalChess Season Opener 
Foster City, 1996 
Round 5,A47 


1.d4 NI6 2.Nf3 b6 3.53 Bb7 4.B$2 c5 5.c3 


d6 6.0-0 Nbd7 7.Bf4 Qc7 8.dxc5 bxc5 
9.04 $6 10.Nc3 B87 11.Qc2 0-0 12.Rfd1 
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Rab8 13.Racl Beé 14.b3 a5 15.Nd5 Bxd5 
16.cxd5 Qa7 17.e4 Ng4 18.h3 NgeS 
19.Nxe5 Nxe5 20.a4 Rb6 21.Bxe5 Bxe5 
22 Bf1 Bd4 23.Kg2 f5 24.exf5 Rxf5 25.f4 
Qb7 26.Qe4 Rxb3 27.Rb1 e5 28.Bb5 Re 
29.Bc6 Qe8 30.Qc2 exf4 31.64 R$3- 

32. Kh2 Rxh3+ 33.K¢2 Rg3+ 34.Kh2 
Rh5+ 0-1 


Renard Anderson-Eric Schiller 
CalChess Season Opener 
Foster City, 1996 
Round 5, C83 
1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 Nf6 
5.0-0 Nxe4 6.d4 b5 7.Bb3 d5 8.dxe5 Be6 
9 Be3 Be7 10.c3 Ne5 11.Be2 B$4 12.Nbd2 
Ne6 13.Qb1 Ng5 14.Nxg5 Bxg5 15.f4 Bho 
16.Bc5 Qh4 17.Nb3 0-0-0 18.a4 bxa4 
19.Rxa4 Be2 20.83 Qh5 21.Rf2 f6 22.e6 
Bb5 23.Ral ¢5 24.15 $4 25.Qel Ne5 
26.Nd4 Nf34 27.Rxf3 gxf3 28.Nxb5 Oh3 
29 NaT74 Kb7 30.Qf1 Qxf1« 31.Kxf1 Ra8 
32.Ba4 Rxa7 33.Bxa7 1-0 


Clarence Lehman-Sam Sloan 
CalChess Season Opener 
Foster City, 1996 
Round 3, C35 

1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.Nf3 Be7 4.Bc4 Nf6 
5.0-0 Nxe4 6.Nc3 Nf6 7.d4 d5 8.Bd3 B$4 
9.Bxf4 Ne6 10.Nb5 0-0 11.Bxc?7 Qd7 
12.Be5 Nxe5 13.dxe5 Ne4 14.Nd6 Nxd6 
15.exd6 Qxd6 16.0d2 Bf6 17.c3 d4 
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political affiliation. 


18.Kh1 Rfd8 19.Ng5 dxc3 20.Bxh7+ Ki 
21.Qf2 exb2 22.Rab1 Qd5 23.Ne4 Bd4 
24.0¢3 Qh5 25.Qa3+ Ke8 26.Rbel Bef 
27.Bf5 Be5 28.Ng3 Bxg3 29.Qxg3 Qhoé 
30.Rxe6+ fxe6 31.Bg6+ Kd7 32.RE7+ Ke 
33.Q0e7+ Kb5 34.Qxb7+ Ke5 35.Re/+ 
Kd4 36.Qxb2+ Ke3 37.Re3+ Kf4 
38.Qb4+ Ke5 39.Qe4+ Kd6 40.Qd4+ Ke 
41.Re7+ Kf8 42.Qf2+ Kg8 Black lost on 
time in a winning position.This was a 
sudden death time control $ame. 1-0 


Sam Sloan-Gina Sanchez Wolski 
CalChess Season Opener 
Foster City, 1996 
Round 5,A00 

1.64 d5 2.Bg2 c6 3.h3 e5 4.e4 Ne7 SNo 
Be6 6.Nf3 Ng6 7.d4 dxe4 8.Nxe4 Nd! 
9.Bg5 {6 10.Be3 Be7 11.Qd2 a5 12.0-l)! 
Bxa2 13.dxe5 Ngxe5 14.Nd6+ Bxd6 
15.Qxd6 Bd5 16.Rxd5 cxd5 17.Nd4 Qe 
18.0xd5 Nb6 19.Qb5+ Nbd7 20.Nf5 Qh 
21.Qd5 0-0-0 22.Nd6+ Kb8 23.Nb5 Net 
24.Ba74 Ka8 25.Qxc6 Rb8 26.Qa6 Nó 
27.Nce7# 1-0 


Sam Sloan-Micah Fisher-Kirshne! 
CalChess Season Opener 
Foster City, 1996 
Round 4,A00 

1.84 d5 2.Bg2 Bxg4 3.c4 e6 4.Qb3 No 
5.cxd5 exd5 6.Bxd5 Qe7 7.Qxb7 Rd8 
8.Bxc6+ Bd7 9.Qxc7 Nf6 10.Nc3 Qeó 
11.Bxd7+ Nxd7 12.d3 Bd6 13.Qxa7 
14.Qe3 Rfe8 15.Qxe6 Rxe6 16.Nf3 Né 
17 Nxe5 Bxe5 18.Be3 f5 19.Kd2 f4 20. 
Rde8 21.d4 Bf6 22.Rae1 Rd8 23.e3 1H 
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6th San Francisco International 


Who Were those Filippinos and Why 
Did They Take all of Our Rating Points? 


IM Guillermo Rey was one of our best tournament organizers in the 1980s. He 
put together a string of IM norm tournaments and was instrumental in the 
first Pan-Pacific GM tournament in 1987. Unfortunately, the too often told 
story of work interferring with one’s chess applied to Guillermo with a vengence. 


We started to see some interest rekindle in his eyes during the 1995 Pan- 
Pacific, and again when he competed in the category VII CalChess/Mechanics’ 
Challenge in August. Guillermo then decided to take matters into his own 
hands and organized his 6th international, this time a category III event at the 
Mechanics’ Institute in San Francisco. 


As always, he managed to put the tournament together on a shoestring. 
The American Chess Foundation contributed money towards the $1,750 prize 
fund and the rest of the funding was secured by a combination of entry fees 
and personal donations. 


Tied for 1st-2nd with 7.5/10 , and splitting $1500 were IM Enrico Sevillano 
and Omar Cartagena, both of the Philippines. Ronald Cusi, also playing under 
the flag of the Phillipines, finished in third with 7 points. Both Cartagena’s and 
Cusi’s results were good enough to earn them IM norms. Their performance 
was truly dominating and served notice to the rest of us that we had an awful 
lot of work to do. Walter Shipman turned in a respectable showing with 5.5 
points, but the rest of us trailed badly. 


Although it is a rare treat to participate in a solid round-robin tourna- 
ment like this one, there were a couple of major drawbacks. Due to the lack of 
funding, all of the games were played at the Mechanics’ Institute, whose mem- 
bers do not understand the meaning of the word silence. It was not an atmo- 


by FM James Eade 


sphere conducive to creating well played games. In 
fact, Shipman vowed to never put himself through 
that again and withdrew from the January Linklater 
tournament. It is essential that something be done 
about the noise problem at the chess room, or it 
will be impossible to continue to run high caliber 
events there. 


Also due to the lack of financing, we acceler- 
ated the playing schedules of Cartagena and 
Sevillano in order to minimize their lodging ex- 
penses. This resulted in the kind of schedule jug- 
gling that disrupts a tournament's natural flow. Of- 
ten there were only two and sometimes only a single 
game being contested on any given day. It just 
doesn’t feel like a tournament when that happens. 


Despite its shortcomings, this tournament was 
another shot in the arm for chess in San Francisco. 
Some of us now have a much better understanding 
of what it will take to compete at the next level. 
Despite our wound licking, we were all grateful to 
Guillermo for all the work he did to make the tour- 
nament happen. Below, he annotates one of his 
games from the event. 


Rey-Sevillano 
San Francisco International |996 
Benoni 
Notes by IM Guillermo Rey 


















1.e4 d5! 


Y 


1.d4 c5 2.d5 e6 3.c4 exd5 


ZMZ 
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Schiller-Eade 
San Francisco International |996 
Center-Counter 
Notes by FM James Eade 


other standard treatment. 


4.exd5 d6 5.Nc3 $6 6.e4 Bg7 
1.Bd3 Nf6 


Sevillano had used the 
Benoni to score wins over both 
Eade and Lobo in this tourna- 
ment. 


8.Nge2 a6 9.04 0-0 10.0-0 
Nbd7 11.h3 Rb8 12.f4 Re8 
13.Ng3 h5 


This move was new to me, 
but I wasn’t really impressed by 
it at the time. 


14.e5 dxe5 15.f5 c4 ?! 
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After the game, Sevillano 
told me that 13...h5 had been 
played in Balinas-A.Ivanov, 
Reno, 1995. That game contin- 


Continued on the next page 


Thank you Anand! I knew 
Schiller would be armed and 
dangerous against my French 
and made a late decision to 
thwart his preparation. 
2.exd5 Qxd5 3.Nc3 Qa5 4.83 

Schiller told me afterwards 
that he liked this “unassuming” 
continuation, but Black gets 
too free a hand too quickly, in 
my opinion. 
4...Nf6 5.Bg2 c6 6.Nge2 

6.Nf3 B$4 7.h3 Bxf3 is an- 


6...86 


The book on Schiller is to get 
him out of book. I cannot find 
the text anywhere in my data- 
base. Normally, Black plays the 
moves Bf5, e6 and Be7, which 
is also completely satisfactory. 
7.0-0 B87 8.a3 0-0 9.b4 

White will attempt to re- 
strain Black’s development by 
holding back his center pawns 
and by expanding on the 


Continued on the next page 
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Rey-Sevillano 
San Francisco International 1996 


Continued from previous page 


ued 15...h4, but Balinas went on to score 
a brilliant win. 


16.Be2?! 
White should take on c4 and answer 


16...h4 with 17.fx$6!. 16...Nb6 17.Bb3 h4 
with the same idea 18.fx$6!. 


16...Nf8?! 17.íxg6 fxg6 18.Kh1 N6h7 
19.Qf3 

A natural move which contains some 
poison. 
19...Re7 20.Nge4?! 

Instead 20.Be3 h4 21.d6 Qxd6 22.Rad1 
looks impressive. 
20...Bf5 21.g4!? 

Another try is 21.d6!? 
21...hxg4 22.hxg4 Bxe4 23.Bxe4 Qd6 
24.b3!? 


On 24.85 Nd7 I thought Black would 
consolidate. 


24...cxb3 25.Ba3 Qd8 26.Bxe7 Qxe7 
27.d6 


Time has now become a factor. 27.K$2!? 
27...Qh4+ 


Not 27...Qxd6 28.Qf7 Kh8 29.Bd5 Nd7 
(29...Nf6? 30.Rxf6) 30.Ne4. 


28.Kg2 Ng5 29.083 
White gains nothing with 29.Bd5 
29...Qx83+ 30.Kxg3 Nfe6 31.Bd5?! 
White is very short on time and the po- 
sition is very complex. If 31.Rab1 Re8 
wins. 
31...e4! 
Of course! 
32.Racl Be5+ 33.Kg2 b2 34.Re2 e3? 
Better is 34...Kg7—+ 
35.Ne4? 


Better would've been 35.Rb1 when the 
position remains complicated. 


35...Nxe4 36.Bxe6+ Kg7 37.d7 Nd2? 















ALK 7 


After the game Sevillano suggested th. 


beautiful 37...Rh8!!, which appears tob | 


a winner. 
38.Re8 Nxf1 39.d8Q? 


Out of time, White misses the winniy 
39.Ba2. 
39...Rxc8 40.Qe7+ 

White offers a draw immediately afte, ' 
the mad rush to make the time control 
but he shouldn't have. Black can still jo 
wrong with 40...Kh6?? 41.85+ Kh5 Khi 
+-. Even after the superior 40...Khi 
41.Bxc8 b1Q 42.Qxe5+ White would re. 
tain winning chances and always have the 
draw in hand. 1/2-1/2 





SE, 





Schiller-Eade 


23.Rb4 f6 24.f4!? 


of e5, and with it the game. 
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Continued from previous page 


queenside. 
9...Qh5!? 

I soon regretted this deci- 
sion. 9...Qc7! keeps the 
queens on the board and is a 
better fighting move. The text 
is fine, if Black is willing to 
chop wood. 
10.Rb1 RdS!? 


10...e5!? would prevent 
White's next, but, objectively, 
10...Bh3 11.Nf4 QOxd1 and 
12...Bxg2 is equal and prob- 
ably best. White now forces off 
the queens and prevents any 
mischief on the d-file. 
11.Nf4 Qxd1 12.Nxd1 Nd5?! 


I was thinking at the time 
that it would be nice to elimi- 
nate one of the two active 
White pieces. I also wanted to 
move the c6-pawn to d5, after 
which I felt I would have the 
strategically superior $ame. 
However, White could and 
should simply continue 13.d3 
and not exchange on d5. Any 
normal developing move by 


Black would've been prefer- 
able. 


13.Nxd5? exd5 14.Ne3 


14.Bb2 is another logical 
continuation. 


14...e6 15.d3 Nc6 16.b5?! 


16.c4! would've been stron- 
ger, but was inconsistent with 
White’s game plan. 
16...Ne7 17.a4 d4?! 


It’s probably best to delay d4 
until White plays c4. Now the 
knight has a nice safe square 
on c4. The text also activates 
the g2-bishop which was bet- 


White judges that he cannot 
allow Black to play e5, al- 
though I would’ve been 
tempted to allow it and strike 
with a later f4. 
24...Na2 25.Rb3 Nc3 
26.Ral?! 

White should’ve repeated 
the position, but misevaluates 
his chances. 
26...h6 27.Kf2? 

27.h5 was mandatory. 
27...Ke7? 

27...65! is crying out to be 
played. 
28.Rb4 Nd5 29.Rbb1 

Now White has freed a rook 
to shift along the first rank, but 
this is too little too late. 


30.fxg5 hxg5 31.Rel Nc3 
32.Rh1 e5 33.Na5 


White cannot maintain the 
queenside bind. 
34...Kd6 34.Kel $4 35.Rf1 
Rf8 36.Kd2 Kc5 37.Nc4 Be6 


The bishop springs to life 


and White is immediately un. 


der tactical threats. 
38.Ne3 Kb4 

Not 38...dxe3 39.Kxc3 
39.Nd1 Bd5 

The exchange magnifies 
White’s advantage since his 
queenside requires continious 
defense and Black no longer 
has similare difficulties. 
40.Bxd5 Nxd5 41.Nf2 f5 
42.Rfb1« Kc5 43.Rh1 Rbe$ 


ter left biting on granite. 
17...h5!? 18.Ba3 Bf6 may have 
been better. 


18.Ba3 Bf8 19.Nc4 ?! 


Better was 19.Bxe7 Bxe7 
20.Nc4. White can restrain e5 
and pile up on e6. 


19...Nd5 20. Bxf8 Kxf8 21. 
Rfel Rb8 22. Rb3 Ne3?! 


Too late noticing that White 
intended the simple Rb4, Nd2 
and Nb3. 


29...85! 
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Finally, Black takes 
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44.h3 $xh3 45.Nxh3 R28 
Now White throws in the 
towel. 


46.Raf1 Ne3 47.Rf3 e4 48.RH 
Rxg3 49.c3 dxc3+ 0-1 


The deadline for the 


next CalChess Journal 
is April 15th. 





control 
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1995 State 


by Tom Dorsch 





Northern California’s Labor Day State Championship drew more than 220 players to San Mateo, half-way between San Francisco 
and San Jose, to vie for honors in the state’s open championship. High hopes for a clear first among the local stars were dashed when 
GM Pavel Blatny, winner of the NY Open in Newark earlier this year, showed up unannounced to enter. Blatny, the Czech Republic’s 
‘second-strongest player,’ was on a camping trip to Yosemite with some friends, and dropped by for a payday. After dispatching last 





years high school champ, Dmitry Zilberstein (2341), Emmanuel Perez 
(2388), IM Elliot Winslow (2418), and 1973 US Champ IM John Grefe 
(2505), Blatny was able to coast in round six by agreeing to an early draw 
with Eric Schiller (2279). 

All in all, the formidable Czech left little doubt that the best player 
won. Trailing by a full point with 4.5 were GM Rosendo Balinas, Burt 
Izumikawa and Eric Schiller. Schiller and Izumikawa were named North- 
ern California co-champions, and Schiller won the championship trophy 
on tie-breaks, his best performance since relocating to the Golden State 
from New York via Illinois a few years ago. Izumikawa started shakily, 
drawing Isaak Margulis (2307) and then losing to Vinay Bhat, who previ- 
ously established the record for youngest American master (ten-year's old). 
That must have made him mad, because he then reeled off three fine wins 


CHESS 
INSTRUCTORS 
WANTED 
IMMEDIATELY 


Chess instructors are needed for 
elementary school children in the 
San Francisco Greater Bay Area. 
Applicants must be good with 
kids, especially keeping order in 

a classroom of up to 20 children. 
Should be a good chess player 
with a USCF rating. 


Job is part time, minimum one 
hour per week, 2:00 pm or later, 
$20 per hour lesson. Own trans- 
portation is essential. 


For further. details contact: 


Elizabeth Shaughnessy 
The Berkeley Chess School 


510 843-0150 
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Eric Schiller, State Open Co-champion 


e. e e 5 € e e e. a e e. e. a e. b * 5 e 


in a row. IM Walter Shipman, who played brilliantly at 
the US Open, was unable to repeat at the two-games- 
per-day schedule and lost to Izumikawa in round five. 


The Expert winners were Sacramento junior star 
Winston Tsang and Arthur Arutjunian, a recent emi- 
grant from the former Soviet Union. ‘A’ honors went to 
Sacramento veteran Paul Lillebo, who dominated a 
strong section, followed by Don Wolitzer, James Uren, 
Alan Gullette, and Igor Traub. The ‘B’ winner was David 
Slavinsky. ‘C’ honors were split by Mark Crane, Joseph 
Kaire, and Jim Stapleton. Noel Dizon of Southern Cali- 
fornia took first ‘D’ and Arthur Ibragimov won the Un- 
rated. 


The tournament was directed by Tom Dorsch, 
Carolyn Withgitt, Julie Regan, and David Gross. Two- 
hundred-forty players participated. 


ee i ee cuml 
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The 1995 3rd Fresno 
County Championship 


The Director’s View 


by Allan Fifield 


The 1995 Fresno County Championship 
continued the Fresno tradition of combin- 
ing the best playing conditions with great 
upsets. 


Forty-eight players attended this 
Grand Prix event held November 18-19 
at the Education Center of St. Agnes Hos- 
pital. 


The generous prize fund of $2000 had 
twenty-one of the forty-eight players fin- 
ishing in the money! 


In first place with a perfect 5-0 and 
$500 was Atrak Akopian (2394) of Fresno. 
Artak clinched a clear first place with the 
following last round victory over Tony 
Miller (2132). 


Artak Akopian (2394)- 
Tony Miller (2132) 
Fresno County Championship (5) 
Sicilian Dragon 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 exd4 4.Nxd4 $6 
5.Nc3 Bg7 6.Be3 d6 7.Be2 Nf6 8.0-0 
0-0 9.h3 Bd7 10.Nb3 a6 11.f4 b5 
12.Bf3 Rc8 13.Qd2 Qc7 14.Nd5 Qb8 
15.c3 Rfd8 16.Nb6 Rc? 17.Nxd7 
Rdxd7 18.Qf2 e5 19.f5 Ne7 20.84 Ne8 
21.f6 Bxf6 22.85 Bg7 23.Bg4 Nc8 
24.Bxd7 Rxd7 25.Rad1 Qb7 26.Rd2 
Qxe4 27.Nc5 
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27...Qc6 28.Nxd7 Qxd7 29.Qf3 £5 
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30.8xf6 Nxf6 31.B85 e4 32.022 Qe6 
33.Bxf6 Bxf6 34.084 Qxg4-« 35.hxg4 
Be536.Rel Resigns 


The fourth game was key as Artak 
with the black pieces defeated the always 
tough Peter Yu (2228). Artak is a true 
gentleman and a fine player. He never 
complains about pairings or color alloca- 
tions or anything else. Instead, he reads 
the pairing sheet with a bemused grin, 
proceeds calmly to his assigned board, 
greets his opponent with a friendly smile 
and firm handshake, and then crushes the 
life out of the unfortunate victim. Artak 
does this round after round after round 
with deceptive ease. As recent immigrants 
from Armenia, both Atrak and his father 
Telman (a strong ‘A’ player) are treasured 
additions to the Fresno chess scene. 


Second place at 4-1 paid $102 each 
to Peter Yu, Haryanto Daud, Tony Miller, 
Owen Overton (First ‘A’), Ken Hennessee, 
and quietly improving Christopher Black. 
It was nice to see Owen Overton rebound 
with a strong showing after a disastrous 
outing in the 1995 spring San Joaquin 
Championship. 


Other first place class plaque winners 
were: 


Class B George Paxton 
Class C Michael Hubble 
Class D Howard Turner 


Class E Vincent Enrico 


And now to the truly important 
stuff—at least in Fresno! The winners of 
the upset prizes (CalChess memberships) 
were Vincent Enrico (1146) for most cu- 
mulative upset points (838 total points! ) 
and Howard Turner (1384) for greatest 
individual game upset of 508 points. And 
here's how its done ... 


Telman Akopian (1892)- 
Howard Turner (1384) 
95 Fresno County Championship (4) 
French Exchange 

Howard seizes the initiative as bladi 
in an exchange French and brings th 
point home with some careful and patien 
endgame play. Notes and analysis by 
Howard Turner. 


1.e4 e6 2.Nf3 d5 3.exd5 exd5 4.d4 Bat 
5.Bd3 Ne7 6.0-0 0-0 7.Bg5 Bg4 


T. 
S.h3 Bh5 9.c3 f6 10.Be3 c6 11.Nbd2 
Nd7 12.Qc2 Bg6= 13.c4!? 

Creates an imbalance favorable íi 
Black. 13.Bxg6 Nxg6 14.Qf5. 
13...Bxd3 


13...dxc4?! 14.Bxg6 Nxg6 15.Qxct 
Kh8 16.d5 Nge5 17.Qb3 Ne4 


14.Qxd3 dxe4 15.Qxc4+ 


15.Nxc4 Nb6 (15...Qe7 16.Qe4 Khi 
17.Qe6 Nc8 18.d5) 16.Nxd6 Qxd6 17.Riel 
Ned5. 


15...Nd5 16.Qb3 Qb6 17.Qc2 Qc? 
18.Nc4 N7b6 19.b3 RfeS 20.Nxd6 
Qxd6 21.Rael Qd7 22.a4 Nb4 23 Qi! 
N6d5 24.Bc1 Rxe1 25.Rxe1 a5 264€ 
Kf7 27.Nh2 Re8 
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28.Qh5+ Kf8 


28...Kg8?? 29.Rxe8+ it 
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30.Qxe8#. 
29.Rxe8+ 

29.Qxh7? Rxel+ 30. Nfl Rxel 
31.Qh8+ Kf7 32.QhS+ Kg8 33.Qe2 Nf4 
34.Qe3 Nbd3!-+ 
29...Qxe8 30. DL Kxe8 31.N¢4 Ke7 
32.Ba3 Ke6 33.Ne3 Nxe3 34. fxe3 Kd5 


44...Ne2 35.Bcl Nal (35...Kd5 
36.Bd2 Ke4 37.Kf2 Kd3 38.Bxa5 Nxe3) 
36.Kf2 (36.Ba3 Nxb3 ) 36...Nxb3 37.Ba3 
b5 38.axb5 exb5 39.Bf8 $5 40.Kg3 h5 
A1.h4 b4 42.hxg5 fxg5 43 .Kf3 Kd5 44.Be7 
Nd2+ 45.Ke2 Ne4 46.Bf8 b3 47.Ba3 Ke4 


48.Bb2. 
35.Kf1 c5 

35...Ne2 36.Bcl Nal 37.Ke2 Nxb3 
38.Bb2 Ke4. 
36.dxc5 

36.Bxb4! axb4 37.dxc5 Kxc5- 38.Ke2 
Kd5 39.Kf3 Ke5 40.64 b6. 
36...Kxe5 

36...Ne2 37.c6 (37.e4+; 37.Bel-+). 


37.Ke2 Kd5 38.Bxb4 axb4 
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39.Kd3 f5 40.84 g6 


40...fx$4 41.hxg$4 $6 42.e44 Ke5 
43.Ke3 $5. 


41.8xf5 gxf5 42.25 h6 43.h4 h5 44.Kd2 
Ke4 45.Ke2 f4 46.exf4 Kxf4 47.Kf2 
K$4 48.Kg2 Kxh4 49.Kf3 Kh3 50.Kf4 
h4 51.Kf3 Kh2 52.Kf2 Kh1 53.Kf1 Kh2 
54.Kf2 h3 55.Kf1 Kg3 56.Kg1 h2« 
57.Kh1 Kf3 58.Kxh2 Ke3 59.Kg3 Kd3 
60.Kf3 Kc3 61.Ke3 Kxb3 62.Kd4 Ka4?! 


62...Kc2 63.Ke4 b3 64.Kb5 b2 65.Kb6 
b1Q+ 66.Ka7 Qb4. 


63.Kc4 Kxa5 64.Kb3 Kb5 65.Ka2 Ke4 
66.Kb2 b3 67.Kb1 Kc3 68.Kel b2+ 
69.Kb1 b6 70.Ka2 Ke2 71.Ka3 b1Q 0-1 


And now to the other important 
stuff—at least in Fresno! The Best Game 
prizes were also CalChess memberships. 
Chris Black won the Best Game Over 1600 
prize for his win as white over Jim Winberg 
while Don Forgie collected the Best Game 
Under 1600 for the following triumph over 
Joe B. Millares. 


Don Forgie (1272)- 
Joe B. Millares (1631) 
95 Fresno County Championship (2) 
Sicilian (Najdorf) 
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 
5.Nc3 a6 6.Be3 e6 7.Be2 Be7 8.f4 0-0 
9.0d2 Bd7 10.0-0-0 Nc6 


With kings tucked away on opposites 
sides of the board, whites plan in the Si- 
cilian can be fairly simple: (1) Pry open 
the h file; (2) Double major pieces on the 
h file; (3) Mate the black king at either h7 
or h8. Black must create the necessary 


counterplay in the center or queenside to 
stop this attack. 





11.24 e5 12.Nxc6 bxc6? 


With Bxc6 the white king pawn is 
under immediate attack while the b-pawn 
remains available to play b2—b4-b5 dis- 
lodging the c3 knight. 


13.f5 h6 


White can now pry open either the 
h- or the g-file. In a practical sense black 
is now lost. 


14.h4 Nh7 15.85 hxg5 16.hxg5 


Bingo! If this was Backgammon white 
would be grabbing the doubling cube. 


16...Nx¢5 17.Bd3 $6 18.Qh2 Bf6 
19.Kb1! Re8 20.Bxg5 Bxg5 21.Qh8++ 
1-0 


And now for the credits! Thank you 
to all the players for being gentlemen. 
Thank you to Dr. Tim Roth and St. Agnes 
for the best possible tournament site. And 
thank you to Dennis and Marian Wajckus 
as hardworking organizers and assistant 
tournament directors! 








Patrick Jackson 


Patrick Jackson, a perennial chess competitor in North- 


ern California, passed away on November 13, 1995. 
Patrick was 61. I had not heard from him in many weeks. 


I called his home to wish him a Happy New Year and his 
wife Rose informed me of his death. Tears rolled down 
my cheeks. I lost a dear friend and Northern California, more specifically Fremont, lost a chess activist. Rose told me he died in his 
sleep from high blood pressure—the silent killer. 


Patrick Jackson was far from silent. He was outspoken, jovial and a gentle person. I met him about four years ago when I took 
my boys to the Fremont Chess Club at our library. Many adult chess players avoid playing with children, but not Patrick. He played 
chess with my kids and helped other young people when they came to the Club. 


When the Fremont Library closed on Fridays due to budget cuts, Patrick found us a new site in a city recreation building. He 
even got the Mayor, whom he knew from work at Lockheed, to come to the opening ceremonies. Within a year, city budget cuts 
caused the Recreation Department to demand $25 an hour for use of the site. Patrick fought hard and long at City Hall to get the 
decision reversed. However, even his friendship with the Mayor came to no avail when he had to confront the bureaucracy. 


When I began holding scholastic chess competitions, Patrick volunteered his time. He never missed one of my tournaments. I 
will miss him, as Iam sure the Northern California chess community will. 


Hans Poschman, President of the dormant Fremont Chess Club, has located a new site. We have decided to name the Club the 
Patrick Jackson Chess Club and invite his wife Rose to our first meeting to dedicate the reborn Club. Information on where and 


when this will occur will be forthcoming. 


—Alan M. Kirshner 
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San Yoaguia Valley Notes 


Year End 1995 


Rocky Hill Chess for Kids 


The first USCF tournament ever in the city of Exeter attracted 48 happy kids to Rocky Hill School on Saturday December 2nd 


Teams of young chessplayers kids came from Merced, Dinuba, Goshen, Visalia, Three Rivers, and Porterville. The tournament wa | 


a five round Swiss organized into a 18 player 7th-12th section and a 30 player K-6th section. 


In the 7th-12th section, Vincent and Ryan Enrico of Madera tied for first with 4.5 out of 5 points. The last round game between | 


these two brothers was a long hard fought draw. In the K-6th section, Jacob Bakhoum of Visalia beat a talented Nguyen Trung of 
Merced in the last round to score a perfect 5-0. 


Allan Fifield was the head TD with the help of assistant TDs Darren Russell in the K-6th section and Kelton Brewer in the 7th- 
12th section. Tournament host was Rocky Hill teacher Wendell Shepard. This tournament was 
made possible by generous donations from the Fresno Chess Club, Jostens Printing of Visalia, 
and the Dinuba Kiwanis 


Fresno Fall 
Swiss 


Tulare County Chess For Kids has upcoming events scheduled for March 2nd at Goshen 
and April 13th at Dinuba. Contact Allan Fifield at 209-734-2784 for additional information on 


Tulare County Chess for Kids. Fifth ranked Oscar 
Cabantac of Fresno 


(1330) posted a perfect 3- 
Q to take the victory 
plaque on tie breaks in 
this fourteen player, one 
day event on October 
21st. Oscar’s strength has 
jumped recently and 


New Madera Chess Club 


The newly formed Madera Chess Club held their charter meeting on Thursday, December 7th, 
1995. With approximately twenty eager chess players, this club meets every Thursday night 
at 7 PM at the Carl’s Jr. on Madera Avenue just off of Highway 99. 


Last Chance 
OMOV 


A dozen local players tried to 
raise their ratings in the Last 
Chance OMOV quick chess 
tournament held at the Visalia 
Club on Wednesday, December 


24th 


When the tournament was 
over, no one had made master 
but Louis Spate of Kingsburg 
had gone 4—0 to win the first 
place prize of the brand new San 
Francisco 1995 tournament 
book by Hypermodern Press. 





Come on up and visit these friendly folks; You 
can not get lost as the Carl’s Jr. is easily visible in 
both directions from Highway 99. 


For more information, contact Kelton Brewer 
(President) at 209-673-1026. 


The New Visalia World 
Champion 


The new world chess champion is ... Hans Borm of 
Porterville! Hans defeated all comers in the annual 
Visalia World Championship tournament (held from 


November lst to November 15th) to snatch the coveted crown. Thirteen players com. 


peted for the world title. 


Hans has issued a challenge to Kasparov, Karpov, and Fischer for a title reunification 


higher rated opponents 
are advised to ignore 
Oscar’s rating. Fresno’s 
tradition of great upsets 
was continued in the sec- 
ond round with Kurt 
Herra (1488) body-slam- 
ming Allan Fifield (1812) 
and Don Forgie (1216) 
derailing second ranked 
Richard Somawang 
(1822). 





match in 1996. We will keep you informed of developments! 





We Want You! 


Fresno Chess for Fun 


Tournament organizers are encouraged to send 
reports for publication in the California Chess 
Journal. 








Twelve players took part in Fresno’s Chess for Fun tournament on Monday 
December 11th. Artak Akopian defeated fellow master Tim Roth to win the 
tournament with a perfect 3-0. With a published rating of 2420, Aratak is 
the highest rated player to ever live in Fresno. 





Send contributions to: Hypermodern Press, 
2443 Fillmore St. #167, San Francisco, CA 
In a pleasant and popular surprise, Marian Wajckus (897) scored 2-1 94115. Email to Hypermdn@aol.com. 


to tie for second place. 
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Visalia Fall Picnic 


By Allan Fifield 


Twenty-eight eager chessplayers gathered under the majestic oak 
trees of Plaza Park in Visalia for the annual Visalia Fall Picnic 
chess tournament. This event (played on Saturday, October 7th, 
1995) was divided into two four player quads and a Swiss sec- 
tion of twenty. The emphasis was on ‘Chess for Fun’ in this 
friendly outdoor competition for trophies. 


Top gun in the top quad was Jon Cobbs of Visalia while Albert 
Martinez of Fresno made off with the first place trophy in the 
second quad. 

In the Swiss section of under 1200 and unrated, trophies 
were awarded to Mick Simpson of Bakersfield, first place; Ryan 
Enrico of Madera, second place; Tim Grover of Fresno and Jer- 
emy Cantrell of Porterville, third place. Irish Edwards won the 
Best Goshen trophy, (the trophy donated by Jostens Printing). 


The Best Game prize of a CalChess membership was won 
by Hermann Bevill of Porterville for the following beauty played 
in the last round. Toward the end of the $ame, a small but ex- 
cited erowd of chessplayers would dash under a nearby oak tree 
after each move to discuss this game. With his 36th move, Herman 
created a beautiful crossfire of pins that decided the issue 


Herman Bevill (1721)-Devin Jandenil (1811) 
95 Visalia Fall Picnic, Quad | (3) 
French Winawer 


1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.e5 c5 5.a3 exd4 6.axb4 dxc3 
7.bxc3 Qc7 8.Nf3?!? 


No fear here! White sacs a pawn for unclear benefits 


8...Qxc3+!? 9.Bd2 Qc7 10.Bd3 Nc6 11.0-0 Nge7 12.Rel b6 
13.Qe2 Bb7 14.b5 Nd8 15.Racl 


Whites has some modest pressure for his sac. 
15...0-0?? 

Oh No, Mr. Bill! 
16.Bxh7+! 

A punch on the nose! 
16...Kh8 

If Kxh7 then 17.Ng5+ followed by Qh5 will mate. 


17.Bd3 f6 18.Nh4 f5 19.0h5« Kg8 20.Re3 Nf7 21.R$3 Qxe5 
22.Rel Qf6 23.Bb4! RfeS 24.N86 Nxg6 25.Rxg6 Qd4 26.Bd2 
Ne5 27.Be3 Qc3 28.Rx$7«! Kx$7 29.Bh6« K$8 30.085« N26 





Black must cough up the knight to save his king 


31.Qxg6+ Kh8 32.Re3 Re7 33.Rh3 Rh7 34.Bf1!? 


The oak tree debate centered on this move as either a wise 


precaution or a waste of time. 


VISALIA FALL PICNIC 


Top Quad 

| st Jon Cobbs 
Second Quad 

| st Albert Martinez 


Visalia 


Fresno 


Irish Edwards 
Hermann Bevill 


Goshen 
Porterville 


Best Goshen 
Best Game 





Swiss (under |200 and Unr) 

I st Mick Simpson 
2nd Ryan Enrico 
3rd Tim Grover 

Jeremy Cantrell 


Bakersfield 
Madera 
Fresno 
Porterville 


34...0d4 35.Be3! Qg7 


Necessary to protect the h7 rook and prevent mate. 


36.Bd4!! 


The white bishop floats unprotected in the air while creating 


a crossfire of pins and overworked pieces. 





36...R88 37.Qxh7 mate 1-0 








On the Cover: Vinay Wins Aspis Prize 


The Aspis prize is awarded each year to an outstanding young player. Vinay Bhat, this year’s winner, is presented 
with the award by Tom Dorsch, and is the second Northern Californian to receive this prestigious award. Jordy 


Mont-Renaud was our first. 
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THE 
EDITOR’S 


REPORT 


ments his latest effort. International master norms were available and earned in this event and we 


think this bodes well for the future of our top players. 


It isn’t only the top players who are enjoying chess big time these days, however, and reports on 
our traditional tournaments are given by our usual suspects. These volunteers are the back bone of 
this publication and their submissions are once again gratefully accepted. 


As Yasser would say: Enjoy! 





Continued from page 2 


organizing by IM Guillermo Rey. 
Guillermo has a proven track 
record for producing top quality 
international level tournaments 
and the report on the 6th San 
Francisco International docu- 


CCJ Editor James Eade 








(Sth Livermore Ofeu 


The 15th Livermore Open was played on November 4th and Sth. It attracted seventy-nine players and had a prize fund of $1,4) 


Place 


| st-3rd 
| st-3rd 
| st-3rd 


| st-2nd 
| st-2nd 
3rd 


| st 
2nd—3rd 
2nd—3rd 


| st-4th 
| st-4th 
| st-4th 
| st-4th 


| st-2nd 
| st-2nd 
3rd—5th 
3rd—5th 
3rd—5th 


Open 
Name (rating) 


Thomas Wolski (2355) 
Paul Enright (2266) 
Rob Kichinski (2261) 


U2100 


Paul Liebhaber (2000) 
Gina Sanchez (1873) 
Arthur Ibragimov (2097) 


Reserve 


Andrew Milburn (1682) 
Cuong Nguyen (1821) 
Philip Sterne (1800) 


U1700 


Richard Freggiaro (1669) 
Brendan Birt (1571) 
Uri Andrews (1566) 
Duane Anderson (1466) 


Booster 


David McDaniel (1499) 
Brad Wilburn (1244) 
Gary Lazar (1324) 
Dustin Phillips (1086) 
Oly Wasem (unr) 


Score 


3 
2 
353 


30 
30 
25 


4.0 
3.0 
30 


FAS 
2 
23 
25 


4.0 
40 
3.0 
3.0 
3.0 


Prize 


$145 
$145 
$145 


$105 
$105 
$40 


$165 
$75 
$75 


$55 
$55 
$55 
$55 


$70 
$70 
$13.33 
$13.33 
$1333 


Kevin Cripe (1898)-Ursula Foster (1744) 
| 5th Livermore Open 


1.e4 c5 2.d4 cd4 3.c3 de3 4.Nc3 e5 5.Be4 Bb4 6.Nf3 No6 7.Ng 
Nh6 8.0-0 Be3 9.be3 0-0 10.Qh5 OQf6 11.f4 O$6 12.Qh4 d 
13.Bf4 Nd8 14.Rad1 d5 15.Rd5 Kh8 16.Rd8 Rd8 17.Oh6 ji 
18.Nf7 Kg7 19.Be5 Kf8 20.Nh8 Ke7 21.Ng6 hg6 22.Bf6 Ki 
23.Rd1 1-0 


The California Chess 
Yournal Wauts You! 


The California Chess Journal reports on the full-range of 
chess events happening in Northern California or on mat- 
ters of interest to CalChess members. We cover events 
ranging from world-class tournaments to small, local quads, 
All our readers are welcome to submit articles, games, tour 
nament reports, or letters. 


Material must be submitted on computer disk. We 
prefer files to be in Microsoft Word format (either for DOS/ 
Windows or Macintosh). We can also read files in 
WordPerfect (for either platform); otherwise submit files 
in ASCII or Text format (without line breaks). 


Send your article disk to the editor: James Eade, 
Hypermodern Press, 2443 Fillmore St. #167, San Fran- 
cisco CA 94115 or send the file cleottonidaiil to 
Hypermdn@AOL.com. 
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1995 World Championship 


GMI Christiansen, Annotates 


The latest Hypermodern? Press book is On Top of the Chess World, the Kasparov-Anand W 'orld Ghampionship Match. The au- 
thors, all Grandmasters, Ilya Gurevich, Larry Christiansen and John Fedorowicz, were present as commentators and relate their 


impressions as well as their analysis of the games. 


Below is a sample of the analytical prowess which they brought to their task. Interestingly, the Anand team special ordered 
another of our books, The Soltis Variation of the Yugoslav Attack by Steve Mayer, after Kasparov shocked him with the Dragon. It 


clearly helped, but was too little too late. 


Anand-Kasparov 
World Championship, 1995 
Game 13 
Sicilian Dragon, Yugoslav Attack 
Notes by GM Larry Christiansen 


1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 $6 


Maybe Kasparov repeated the Dragon to remind Anand of 
the debacle of Game ten. He may also figured that there was no 
way that Anand and Co. could catch up analytically in the short 
period between the tenth game. 


6.Be3 Bg7 7.Qd2 

A strange move order that seemingly allows the annoying 
retort 7...Ng4. 8.Bg5 (White must save the bishop for any hope 
of advantage) h6 9.Bh4 (9.Bb5+?! Bd7 10.Bxd7+ Nxd7 is sense- 
less since 11.Bh4?? loses at once to 11...Bxd4 12.0xd4 e5!) Nc6 
and now 10.Nb3 looks reasonable. Although Black has gained 
time developing his pieces the Ng4 is misplaced. With a further 
Be2, 0-0 ete White can fight for hope for a superior version of the 
Clasical Dragon Variation (1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 
Nf6 5.Nc3 g6 6.Be2) In any event, Kasparov, after a short think, 
decides not to explore these areas. 


1...Ne6 8.f3 
Going into the Yugoslav Attack. 
8...0-0 9.Be4 Bd7 10.h4 


Normally White plays 10.0-0-0 before this. Anand has a very 
unusual variation in mind though. 


10...h5 11.Bb3 Rc8 
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12.Nxc6 


Anand & Co. spent the weekend preparing this surprise? In 


the few tests where it has been used White has done very well 
with it but the level of opposition was not the highest calbiber. 
Of the three possible Black replies, 12...,Bxc6, 12...,Rxc6, and 
12...bxo6 the latter two look the most logical. 12...Rxc6 keeps 
operations on the c-line going and prepares an eventual ...Rfc8 
to increase the pressure. The drawback to 12...Rxc6 is that after 
13.0-0-0 Qa5 14.Bd4! Rfc8 15.Rhe1 White has little to fear from 
anything on the c-file and is ready for action in the center. 
12...bxc6 as played in the game, makes good positional sense 
(capturing toward the center) although of course the c-line play 
is suddenly obstructed. I vaguely recall this move having a brief 
run of popularity in the seventies, mainly among young anti- 
Dragon players. 


12...bxc6 13.Bh6 

Trading off the dangerous Bg7 fits well with the new struc- 
ture. Perhaps more flexible is 13 Rd1!? as a useful wait and see 
move. 


13...c5 14.Be4 


ay EY 
PEETA, 
A Bie 
Oy 4 T X 
pnis 
Ya Vi, 
RAY Bs d 











ce 


- uw 


Roman Dzindihashvili touted 14.Bxg7 Kxg7 15.Qe2 as be- 
ing superior to the text, though there is very little chance for 
advantage there too after 15...Be6! (Madl-S.Fara£o, Budapest 
1989 went 15...Qc7 16.Bc4 Rb8 17.0-0-0 Rb4 18.b3 «-) 16.Bxeó 
(16.Nd5 c4 17.Bxc4 Nxd5 18.exd5 Qa5+ 19.c3 Bxd5=) 16...fxe6 
17.e5 Nd5 (17...dxe5 is also playable). 


14...Qb6! 


Apparently a novelty, and certainly an improvement over 
14...Rb8 15.0-0-0?! (15.b3+=) Rb4 16.Bb3 Qc7 17.Bxg7 Kxg/ 
18.43 Rd4- Watson-Tolnoi, Keckskemet 1988. b6 is an ideal 
square for the queen. 


15.Bxg7 Kxg7 16.b3 Be6! 


A good move that fights for control of the center and offers 
Continued on the next page 
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Anand-Kasparov 
World Championship, 1995 
Game 13 


Continued from previous page 


to exchange off White's active bishop for 
Black's regressive one. 


17.Nd5 


This was criticized later though 
mainly for the thought behind the move. 
Actually it it not so bad. The calm 17.0-0 
Bxc4 18.bxc4! is perfectly playable for 
White based on future buildup in the cen- 
ter with Rad1, Rfel and possibly e4—e5 if 
allowed. Less impressive is 17.Bxe6 fxe6 
which only strengthens Black’s center and 
activates the Rf8. 


17...Bxd5 18.exd5 e5! 


Anand had obviously underestimated 
this move which solves all of Black’s 
problems. 


19.dxe6? 


Consistant with the foregoing but 
unfortunately a very weak move. 19.0-0-0 
keeps the situation relatively balanced. 


THE INTERNET CHESS CLUB 


Ihe world's most active and exciting chess club! 
Thousands of games played every day! 


"The ICC is my favorite place to play blitz. 
The action is continuous and the variety of 


opponents endless." 


-- GM Roman Dzindzichashvili (3,000 


games played on ICC) 






1-(412) 362-6334 
ICC, 840 College St., 


Pittsburgh, PA 15232 USA 
email: ICC @CHESS.LM.COM 


$29/6 months or $49/year. Students 50% 
NO monthly fees and NO hourly fees 





Try us out as a guest for free: 
"telnet CHESS.L M.COM 5000" 


Register on-line using telnet or contact us at: 


Black has difficulties drumming up play 
on the kingside thanks to the unfortunate 
inclusion of 10.h4 h5 and the queenside 
can be easily defended by White. 


19...d5! 


With the simple point 20.Bxd5? Red8 
21.c4 fxe6 and wins. 


20.Be2 c4! 


An ebullient Kasparov said later of this 
shot, "the first time in my life I played a 
move that prevented castling on both 
wings at once.” Anyone looking at the body 
language of the two players could easily 
determine what they thought of the posi- 
tion. Kasparov looked like a hungry man 
just before the feast and Anand looked like 
he was trapped in a World Trade Center 
elevator. 


21.c3?? 


The suddent turn of events probably 
put Anand’s equilibrium out of synch and 
puts up a feeble defense. The stubborn 
21.Rd1 keeps the fight going, when Black 
can choose between 21...cxb3 22.cexb3 
(22.axb3 leaves a weakness on C2) 
22...fxe6 23.Bd3!? (23.0d4 Rc2 is great 
for Black too) 23...e5 24.Q0f2 Qb4+ 25.Qd2 










An International Chess Club! 


9 You can play chess anytime with people worldwide! 
Get ratings, choose the time control and opponents! 


9 All levels welcome, beginner to Grandmaster. Many IMs 
and GMs are members! 


9 Chat, make friends. Watch GMs, analyze, save games. 


€ Searchable on-line Database of over 20,000 IM and 
GM games played on ICC and available nowhere else! 





Re3—+ or Kasparov's postgame Suggestion 
of 21...c3 22.Qd4 fxe6 with a small plus, * 


21...Rce8! 


A nice switch. Suddenly White faces 
unberable pressure on the e-line. 


22.bxc4 Rxe6 23.Kf1 
23.cxd5 Re5 is even simpler for Black * 
23...Rfe8 24.Bd3 dxc4 25.Bxc4 
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25...Ne4! , 


In such a position there has to be 
something. Now Anand resigned in viey 
of 26.Qe1 Rd6 27.fxe4 Rf64 28.Ke2 Rxe4: 
29.Kd3 Rxel etc. A very humiliating loss 
for Anand. Research shows that this is the 
shortest loss by White in any world cham. . 
pionship match of this century. 








) 


9 Tremendous number of free events for members: 
Master Lectures, Lessons, Simuls; GM blitz sessions; 
Live GM-GM and GM-computer matches; Play the 
Master nights; Blitz Tournaments, etc. 


€ Over 200 people watched the live Game/30 match 
between GM Psakhis and Chess Genius 3.0 on April 22! 


Visa. Mastercard, American Express, postal money To play on the Internet Chess Club, all you need iS a computer, 


orders, personal US$ checks 








modem, and internet access. Contact us for internet provider info 
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Chess Symbols 


and their Meaning 


by FM James Eade 


My first chess books were written in English descriptive notation, but before too long my library began to be dominated 
by books and magazines published in algebraic. I was still young, so it didn’t take long to make the adjustment. 


As I gained experience it became more important to add the standard references such as the Encyclopedia of 
Chess Openings (ECO) and the Informant series. These books were much more difficult to digest for this ugly Ameri- 
can. They overcame language barriers by employing figurine algebraic (where the pieces are represented symboli- 
cally) and an array of standard international symbols defined in multiple languages by a legend included in the front of 
the various volumes. 


Changing from English descriptive to algebraic was child’s play compared to becoming conversant with this inter- 
national chess speak. However, like almost anything else, it got easier with practice. My epiphany came while watching 
GM John Fedorowicz analyzing in a post mortem session. John kept saying “box”, and I was puzzled the first time he 
said it. Somewhere along the way it dawned on me that he was actually saying “the only move”. That is the definition 
of the international chess symbol LI. 


Symbols are obviously more important to the written rather than spoken word, especially since that is the primary 
way we communicate in the chess world. Lectures are nice, but published analysis is the true fabric of the chess 
universe. 


I trust that others have had similar difficulties in mastering Informant-speak and present this superficial $uide in 
the hopes that it will help a few people increase their understanding and appreciation for the grand game of chess. 
While pondering the best method of presenting the material, it occurred to me that I had an outstanding primary 
source literally at my fingertips. 


We had just published San Francisco 1995, Hypermodern® Press, 1995, the tournament book of the 1995 Pan- 
Pacific Grandmaster Invitational, and one of the contributor’s was German Grandmaster Robert Hiibner. Hiibner’s 
annotations are legendary and provided me with just the vehicle I was searching for. By translating Robert’s notes to 
his first round game with local GM Walter Browne, I hope to provide a modest guide to chess symbols and their 
meaning. 


The text moves are in bold, the symbols (Robert's notes) in italics and my own translation in normal text. Quota- 
tion marks will indicate where words are substituted for symbols. 


Browne-Hübner 
Round 1, San Francisco, 1995 
[E15/4] 


Let us begin with the header codes. Every opening is 
classified so that we can organize games into coherent 
categories. The first character is a letter, in this case the 


letter E", which indicates a class of opening that begins 
with either: 


character which refers to a particular variation in that 
opening. 


You tend to learn the codes associated with the open- 
ings you play and generally ignore the rest. For example, 
the first thing I do when I get a new Informant is to look 
for C12s, or as we say in English, the McCutcheon. 


1.d4 Nf6 2.cÁ e6 3.Nf3 b6 4.g3 Ba6 5.Nbd2 d5 6.cxd5 
exd5 7.Bg2 Be7 8.Ne5 O-O 9.0-O Bb7?! 


1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 


or with: 


1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 $6 and all continuations expect those 
with the third move 3...d5 


The next two characters are numerical and represent 
a specific opening in that general classification. In this 
case the “15” refers to the Queen’s Indian Defense. Fi- 
nally, there is the separator "/' and another numerical 


O9...C5= 

Robert assigns the symbol ?! to his ninth move, which 
means he considers it a dubious move. He says “better is” 
9...c5 which is “equal”. 
10.b3 c5 11.Bb2 Nc6 12.Nxc6 Bxc6 13.Rc1 
Alá.dc5 bc5 (14..Bc5 15.b4) 15.Bf6 

“With the idea" of 14.dc5 be5 “or alternatively 14...Be5 
15.b4” 15.Bf6. 


Continued on the next page 
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Chess Symbols 
and their Meaning 


Continued from previous page 


13...Bb7 
13..Rc8 14dc5 Bc5 15.Nf3 Neá 16.Ndá Bd7 
C16:..BD7”* T7-Bhsay “Thess 


Robert gives another possible variation, which he as- 
sesses as “White stands slightly better.” 


14.dxc5 Bxc5 
14...bc5?  15.Bf6+ 

14...be5 would be *a mistake" because of 15.Bf6 where 
“White has the upper hand.” 


15.Nf3 Ne4 16.Ne5 
16.Nd4 Qfó-A17.03 Baó 

We've already learned these two. Robert is telling us 
that if White had instead played 16.Nd4, the reply 16...Qf6 
would be *equal", *with the idea" of answering 17.e3 with 
17...Ba6. 


16...Qe7 17.Nd3 Rac8 
17..Ba3? 18.Ba3 Qa3  19.Rc7z, 
bc5 19.e3 Rac8 20.Qg4s 

All of these codes have been previously covered. Rob- 
ert evaluates one move and two positions. See for yourself 
which move is a *mistake" and which position is evalu- 
ated as ^White stands slightly better" and which is "White 
has the upper hand" 
18.Nxc5 bxc5 19.e3 Qe6 
19...Rfd8!? 

The alternative 19...Rfd8 is considered “a move de- 
serving attention”. 
20.Rc2 
A21.Qa1 f6 22.Rfcl; 21.Qc2!? 

20.Re2 was played “with the idea” of following up with 
21.Qal, although 21.Qc2 would also be “a move deserv- 
ing attention.” 
20...Ba6 21.Re1 Rfd8 22.f5 
22.Qa1 Bd3 .23.Rc1_ f6  (23..Qf5 24.Bg/ 
25.Kh1o) 24Rcdi Bc2 25.Rc1 Bd3-. 

The variation offered instead of 23...f6 ends in the 
evaluation “unclear”, while the main note ends in the 
evaluation “equal.” 
22...Nd6!? 
22...Nf6 23.Qcl Nd7# 

Robert considers the text “a move deserving atten- 
tion” and gives an alternative that he rates “White stands 
slightly better.” 
23.Rxc5 
23.Qc1 


17..Rfe8 18.Nc5 


Qf2 


c4 A24.Bd4 Nb5=. 





Robert tells us what he would've replied, if Brown, 
had played 23.Qc1 instead of the text, and demonstrata 
that he thinks it would've lead to an equal position. 
23...Rxc5 24.Qd4 Qf6 25.Qxc5 Qxb2 26.Qa5 Re8 
27.Qxa6 Qc3LI 
27..Nf5? 28.Qd3 Ne3 29.Re3 Qc1 30.Kf2+- 

Black's 27th is “the only move”, while the evaluation 
at the end of the variation is that “White has a decisive 
advantage”. Notice how Robert communicates degrees ij 
superiority through symbols. 


28.Re2 

28Kf2 dá 29.Qdó (29.e4 Re6t) 29...de3 30.Kfi 
Qc2 31.Re2 (31.Re3? Qci-*) 31...Qcl 32.Rel 
Oc2=. 

Here’s a new symbol after 29..Re6. Robert is sayin 
that Black can play this move “with the initiative”. In th 
note after 31...Qc1 “Black has a decisive advantage. Np 
tice how the evaluation remains the same for White o 
Black but the symbols are reversed. 4— is decisive for White 
while — is decisive for Black. 
28...Nf5 29.Qb5 Rd8 
29..Kf8? 30.0d5 Qcl G0...Ne3 31.Qd2+) 3LKf 
Ne3 32.Qd2 Ndi 33.Kel (3.Kg1? Nc3) 33..Rel 
34.Ke2 Nc3 35.Kd3 Qd2 36.Kd2 Na2 37.Kd3 
Ke7 38Kc4 Kd6 39.f4+ 

Nothing new in this note, but see whether you cu 
follow along in your head. 


30.Kf2 
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30...d4 31.Qxf5 
31.edá? Qd4 32.Kel (32.Kfl  Ne3 
32..Qg1 33.Bfl Ne3 34.Rd2 Rc8. 


These symbols have already been covered. Roberti 
showing us that the game could swing either way at al] 
point, but the combatants are finding the correct mow 
to keep the game in balance. 
31...d3 32.Re1 g6 33.Qe4 Qd2+ 34.Kf1 Rc8 35.Bh3 
35.f4 Rc1 236.Qe8 Kg7 37.Qe5 Kg8 38.Rc1 Qc 
39.Kf2 Qc2 (39...Qd2 40.Kf3 Qe2 41.Kfá+ d 
42.Bf3) 40.Kg1 (40.Kf3 d2) 40...Qc1=(41.Bfl d) 

Another detailed note which reaches a balanced cot 
clusion. 
35...Rc2 
35...Rc1= 
36.Qe8+ Kg7 37.Qe5* Kg8 
37...f6? 38.Qe7 Kh6 (38...Kg8 39.Be6) 39.Qf8 
Kg5 40.f4 Kh5 41.94 Kh4 42.Qh6#; 37...Kf8 


Continued on page 24 
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READERS’ SHOWCASE 


This column is for our readers, and everything included is written by our readers, except notes like this in italics. 
Players of all strengths and experience are encouraged to submit games, either annotated or unannotated. See the 
inside front cover for the address to send your games. Please provide as much detail as possible about the tourna- 


ment and your opponent. 
In this issue, Allen Becker annotates two of his games from the CalChess Season Opener. Allen finished with a 
score of 5-1 to win the Expert section. 


I have had some mediocre tournament results over the past year, nearly 
hitting my rating floor. This alarmed me, and probably accounted for my 
improved play in this event. Some of my analysis below is assisted by 
Fritz3. 
Allen Becker (2120)-Alvin Pulley (1930) 
CalChess Season Opener 
Foster City (Rd 5) 1996 
English A24 


1.c4 Nf6 2.Nc3 86 3.83 Bg7 4.Bg2 0-0 5.e4 d6 6.Nge2 e5 7.0-0 Nbd7 
8.d3 c6 9.h3 a6 

Vaidya-Quader, Calcutta 1993 saw 9...a5 10.Be3 Nes 11.0d2 Be6 12.f4 
Qe7 13.f5. 
10.24 a5?! 11.Be3 Nb6 

expected 11...Nc5, justifying pawn to a5 on the previous move. The 
text is designed to enforce a central break with d5, but this is not so readily 
attained. 


12.Qb3 Ra6 


If black can get in ...d5 and some central exchanges, this rook move 
will be useful. I was hoping to develop a kingside attack and keep it cut off 
from the defense. 


13.f4 Re8 14.Rf2 


Increasing the kingside pressure by doubling rooks. I wanted to play 
Rf3 to guard my bishop on e3, but this would allow ...d5. My queen would 
be better placed on d2. 





Allen Becker, winner of the Expert section in 
the CalChess Season Opener, receives his 
trophy from Peter Yu. 


I felt it was correct to lunge forth with the attack, 
14...Bh6 15.Raf1 Be6 16.Bc1 d5?! as my center is shaky. Unclear positions would result 

; E T _ from 18.exdS Nbxd5 (Nfxd5?! 19.f5 $xf5 [19...Bxel 
aan for black may be 16...Bg7, as 17. fxe5 dxe5 18. Bg5 Nbd7 looks 20.fxe64-] 20.Bxh6 Ne3 21.Qb5 Bd7 22.Bxe3 Bxb5 
€ 23.axb5 Ra8 24.Rxf5 Re7 and white has the upper hand) 
17.cxd5 19.f5 gxf5 20.Bxh6 Ne3 21.Qxb7 Rb6 22.Bxe3 Rxb7 


Better for white is the line 17.exd5 exd5 18.cxd5 Bxd5 19.Nxd5 Nbxd5 23.Bxb7. Of course, I saw almost none of this during 









20.fxe5 Rb6 21.Qa2 Nb4 22.Qc4, realizing the f-file pressure. the game! 
For example, 23.Rxf6 Be3+ 24.Kh2 Rxf6 25.Rxf6 Re? 26.e6! 18...Bxc1 19.Rxc1 gxf5 20.exf5 Bd7 21.84 Bcó 
22.N83 
17...exd5 
I am committed to the attack now. Even itf some 
217 F pawns are shed on the queenside, I felt optimistic about 
‘yy SW ® Yj my kingside chances. Of course, if the attack fails, black 
che rr is well placed for the counterattack. Chances appear 
i "t zu "C roughly equal now. 
VE Yi» 22...0d6 
Black might try 22...d4 23.Nb5 Qd7 24.85 Nfd5 
25.Ne4, although white retains attacking chances. 
23.Nb5 
18.f5 Continued on the next page 
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Continued from previous page 


More direct is 23.5. 
23...Bxb5 24.axb5 a4 


This just pushes my queen over to the 
attacking sector. 
25.Qd1 Ra5 26.85 e4 


If 26...Nfd7 27.f6 Rce8 28.Rxc8+ Nxc8 
29.Nf5 Qe6 30.Q0c2 Ndb6 then white is 
winning after 31.Qc7. 





21.Kh2!? 


It wasn't easy to play into this pin! 
Best was probably 27.Nf1, winning the e4 
pawn. For example, 27...e3 28.Nxe3 Nfd7 
(...Rxe3?! 29.0d2!) 29.Re2 Qf4 30.0d2 
Rxb5 31.Noc4. 


21...KhS 28.dxe4 Nxe4 29.Bxe4?! 


White might do best to head towards 
the endgame with 29.Qd4+ Qe5 (...Kg8? 
30.Bxe4 Rxe4 31.Qxb6!) 30.Qxe5+ Rxe5 
31.Re2 Rxb5 32.Re7 Rb3 33.Nxe4 dxe4. 
29...Rxe4 30.Kg2 

Possible is 30.Rfe2 Ra8 31.Re7! 
30...Re4?! 


This was the last move of the time 
control. Better for black is 30...Rb4 31.Re2 
Ra8& 32.Qd2 Rxb5 33.Qd4+ Kg8 34.Nh5, 
although white retains the initiative. 


31.Re2 
This seemed very strong at the time, 


but clearer is 31.Rxeo4 Nxc4 32.Qd4+ Kg8 
33.Re2 QOf8 34.Nh5 +-. 


31...Qd8?! 


Not much better is 31...Ra8 32.Rxc4 
Nxc4 33.0d4+ f6 34.Re6. 


32.Rxc4 Nxc4 33.0d4+ Kg8 34.h4 


Fortunately, my position can stand 
such a lackluster “waiting” move. Much 
better are either 34.Nh5! (because g5 is 
poisoned), or else 34.Ne4! (since the pawn 
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is pinned). Either way, my knight desires 
the square f6!. 


34...Nd6 35.Nh5 Nxf5 
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36.Qf6! Qc8 37.Qxf5 Black resigns. 
1-0 


Allen Becker (2120)Boris Orlov (2015) 
CalChess Season Opener 
Foster City (Rd 3) 1996 
English A10 


1.c4 $6 2.Nc3 Bg7 3.83 Nc6 4.Bg2 d6 
5.e4 Nd4 6.h3 

A mistake would be 6.Nge2 Bg4. 
6...Be6 7.d3 Qd7 


Black plays to prevent white from eas- 
ily castling. 


8.Nge2 c5 9.Be3 a6 10.Nd5 
Possible is 10.Nf4!? 
10...Bxd5 
Removes the pressure from h3. 
11.exd5 Nxe2 12.Qxe2 Qb5 


Black embarks on the game’s high- 
light, the queen’s adventure to the 
queenside. Better is ...Nf6 and 0-0. 


13.0-0 Rb8S 


The b2-pawn is not good to take, as 
b7 would fall, with advantage to white. 


14.Rab1 Nf6 15.Rfc1 0-0 16.a3 
16.b3!? 
16...Qb3 


Better is 16...Rbe8 17.Qc2 Qd7 fol- 
lowed by ...e6. 


17.Bf3 Nd7 18.Qd2 Ne5 19.Be2 Rfc8 
Foe fol? 

20.f4 Nd7 21.Bg4 
I played this instead of 21.Bd1 Qb6 
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22.Bg4 Qd8, hoping to keep the queer 
away from the center of action. 


Ala. He 
21...Rd8!? 








22.Bd1 Qb5?! 


Necessary is 22...Qb6, although 23 hy 
still gives white the upper hand. 


23.b4! 
Suddenly, I’m winning a pawn by fore 
(due to black’s 21st move). 
23...a5 
Maybe black should play ...Nf6 so tha 
the queen could retreat to d7. What noy 
happens is uglier. 
24.bxc5 Qa6 25.d4 dxc5 26.dxc5 Rbe§ 
26...Rd8!? 
27.Be2 
27.Bg4!? might be objectively better 


but I couldn't resist the temptation to put 
black's queen in a box. 


27...Qa8 28.Rb5 


Everything flows very smoothly from 
here on. 


28...b6 


He had to lose a second pawn any- 
way. 


29.c6 Ne5 30.Bxc5 bxce5 31.Rexce5 Rb$ 
32.Kg2 Rxb5 33.Rxb5 Ra7 34.Bf3 

An improvement here is 34.Qe3, with 
the idea of intruding to b6 and b8. 


34...Qd8 35.e5 $5 36.Qb2 
Best is d6 now or on the next move. 
36...Ra8 37.Rb7 Rc8 38.Qb6 


The game was rolling easily now, al- 
though the Game/60 sudden death was 
getting close. Best is 38.Rd7. 


38...Qe8 39.c7 Qa4 40.Rb8 Qc2+ 
41.Kg1 Rf8 42.Rxf8+ Bxf8 43.Qc6! 
QOb1+ 


Even after 43...Qd3 black will run out 
checks. 


44.Kf2 Qb2+ 45.Be2 Qd4+ 46.Kf3 gxf4 
47.gxf4 Black resigns. 
1-0. 
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Ake Gullmes-Gennady 
Reznikov 
San Francisco, Mechanics 
Institute, 1995 
(33 


Le4 e5 2.4 d5 3.Qf3 ef 4.Oxf4 


32.Q0c8 a5 33.a3 a4 34.Be5 
Qd7 35.Qc7 Qb5 1/2-1/2 


Tourny 


Games 





h23M de 5.Qxe4+ De? 6.Be2 NfÓ — vefim Ladyzhenskiy-Cesar 
7.0d3 Nbd7 8.Nf3 0-0 9.0-0 Devéra | - MA 
Bd6 10.c3 Re8 11.Nd4 Nes San Francisco, Mechanics Jade Arrieta-Rob Kichinski 
byt 12.0c2 N$6 13.d3 Be5 14.Kh1 Institute, 1995 san Francisco, Mechanics 
yiore _pxd4 15.cd Qxd4 16.Na3 Bg4 C30 pe os 
17.Bxg4 Nxg4 18.Nb5 Oe5 1&4 e5 2 f4 d6 3.NI3 c6 4.c3 | | - 
19.53 Qxb5 20.0xe7 Qd5+ z , | 1.e4 e5 2.f4 d5 3.ed c6 4.Qe2  20.Nxe5 Rxf1« 21.Qxfl Nxes 
*  Bg4 5.h3 Bxf3 6.Qxf3 Qh4+ 2 ^ ‘ >? de Bxe5 23.0e2 Bs4 24.002 
5 So that 21.Kg1 Re2 22.Qxf7+ Qxf7 7.63 Qh6 8.d3 ef 9.Bxf4 Qe6 ed 5.Qxe54 Be7 6.Bb5« Ne6  --4« pen .Qe2 84 24.0c2 
natnow|  23.Rxf7 Kxf7 24.Bf4 Rxh2 40 ha Nf 11 Bh3 Oe7 12.0.0 ^-NÍ3Nf68.0-0 Qb6« 9.Nd4 0-0 — Kh8 Z5.Bo4 Bi3 26.Be3 Qg4+ 
| -h4 NI6 11.Bh3 Qe7 12. Š 27.Kf1 0-1 
5 Rbc8 Clarence Lehman-Gennady 15.Bxe5 de 16.Qxf6 Qc5+ TE mi: Re8 14.0$5 eS Josh Standig-Jerald Wriss 
Reznikov 17.K$2 Rg8 18.Qxf7+ 1-0 rom * ped ni San Francisco, Mechanics 
San Francisco, Mechanics /.Qhs Bio 15.Re3 Bx „C Institute, 1995 
Institute, 1995 red ur cd UY Qxd4 20.Ne3 Nxe3 21.Bb2 C33 
Feri qe) | xd2 22.Rxe8+ Rxe8 23.Bxc3 4A eR Of 
y better, C36 netute T995 — A S e Heteto ite Bbs Dh: 
ntoput 14 e5 2.f4 d5 3.Nf3 ef 4.ed C34 NY Pu £ ae l+  4.Kfl Nf6 5.Nf3 Qh5 6.Nc3 a6 
Be7 5.Bb5+ c6 6.de be 7.Be4 lecho crt Lim eae 26.Kx$l Qel« 27.Kh2 Oxi4* 7 e5 ab 8.ef gf 9.Qe2+ Kd8 
2 1.e4 e5 2.14 ef 3.NI3 Nf6 4.e5 og Kh1 Bd3 0-1 10.Nxb5 b6 11.b3 Ba6 12.04 o6 
Bh4+ 8.Kf1 Bg4 9.Qe2* Ne7 N54 5 q4 d6 6.Bxf4 de 7.Nxe5 d da eae Ses £0 
(rg  10BxfT* Kf8 11.Bb3 Nd5 wies &pyes No6 9.Bbs pdz Gennady Reznikov-Evan PUR E HRS» 
ly irom | 15 No3 Bf6 13.h3 Bh5 14.d3 £5 f 15.Nxf7+ Ke8 16.Nxh8 Bxh8 
LANC | 4385 i0 Bxc6 Bxe6 11.0-0 Qg5 Green er eet te 
15.Nxd5 ed 16.Bd2 K$7 17.0f2 — 1» LT San Francisco, Mechanics 17.Qe8+ Kb7 18.Qxh8 b5 
12.Qe2 Kd7 13.Rxf7+ Be7 5 | 
Bxb2 18.Rb1 Bf6 19.Nd4 Qd7 4}, gangs Institute, 1995 19.d3 Qe3 20.Rel Qxd3+ 
14.Nc3 Bxg2 15.Qxg2 Oxg2+ z 2 m^ 
vn any- 20.Re1 Bf7 21.h4 h6 22.hg hg | Pochi C3| 21.Kg1 be 22.be Bxe4 23.Qxf6 
16.Kx$2 Ke6 17.Rx$7 Rh$8 Bhd E 
2)Rxh8 Kxh8 24.Re3 Nc6 18 Rxg8 Rxg8+ 19. Kf3 c5  Le4e5 2.4 d$ Jed e4 4.No3 Bb 24.Qe9 I- 
5 Rb§ 2»Rh3à« Ké7 26.Nxc6 Oxc6 50 me1 Kf5 21.45 Rd8 22.Be7 — Nf6 5.Bc4 Be5 6.d4 Bb4 7.Ne2 Eugene Levin-Henry Mar 
3 27.d4 Re8 28.c3 QbS+ 29.K81  na724 Res. Kg6 24.Re6+ Kf7 Nxd5 8.0-0 Nxc3 9.be Bdé San Francisco, Mechanics 
e, with Re2 30.0f1 Qe8 31.Qc1 g4 25 Bb8 Rxd5 26.Rxe7+ Kxe7 10.f5 Nd7 11.Nf4 Nb6 12.Bb3 Institute, 1995 
, J2.Rh2 83 33.Rh1 Qe4  27Nxd5+ 1-0 Bxf5 13.Qh5 g6 14.Qe2 Qe7 C32 
34.Rh7+ Qxh7 0-1 ee ne 15.a4 a5 16.c4 c5 17.Bb2 h5  1.e4 e52.f4 d5 3.ed e4 4.d3 Nf6 
Eugene Levin-Loal Davis : E 18.Kh1 Rh? 19.de Bxe5 20.Nd5 — 5.de Nxe4 6.Nf3 Bc5 7.Qe2 Bf5 
à San Francisco, Mechanics E ^ E | : 
move, San Francisco, Mechanics Institute. 1995 Nxd5 21.ed h4 22.Qb5+ Kf8  8.Nc3 0-0 9.Nxe4 Re8 10.Ne5 
Institute, 1995 C30 23.Bf6 Qc7 24.d6 Bxd6 25.Rxf5 — Bxe4 11.Qxe4 f6 12.Bd3 $6 
C36 sf 26.0xf5 K$8 27.0664 Kf8 2 fe 14.15 Of6 15.fe Bf2 
10W, al- 2 : 1.e4 e5 2.f4 d6 3.Be4 Nc6 4.Nf3 S RX £ Qgó* 13.Bd2 te 1442 QI6 15.18 Bi 2 
Awe, i1eíe52 34 e 3:NI3 dS4.ed NIG! /5 sí E ou of Gd YS Tea fs Se 16.Ke2 Be5 17.gh+ Kh8 
5.Be4 Nxd5 6.d4 Be6 7.Qe2 NE. E M 18.Rafl Qg7 19.Qg6 Nd7 
8.Nh4 Nf6 9.Nxf5 Bxt5 10.ef d5 McCollum-Paul Gallegos , 
Be7 8.Nc3 Nxc3 9.be Bxe4 ! : 20.Rf7 Qxg6 21.Bxg6 Nf8 
" 10.0xc4 Nd 11.Bd3 Qd6 12.Rel 0-0-0 San Francisco, Mechanics 22 B55 Nx96 23 Bf6# 1.0 
6! * i s 12.0-0 — 13 Re6 Qd7 14.Bb5 a6 15.Bxc6 Institute, 1995 Zo SES IX i s 
ie oe. Bfó 14.c4 Re8 1,616 Qe2 Rde8 17.Qxa6+ Kb8 C35 Maurice Hardy-Ake Gullmes 
B 1o.Rbel Rxel 18 Nd2 Ng4 19.Nb3 Qc8  1.e4e52.í4 ef 3.Nf3 Be7 4.Nc3 San Francisco, Mechanics 
a" Pe ms Ng6 12.B83  20.0xc6 Qb7 21.Na5 Qb6  Bh4« 5.Ke2 d5 6.Nxd5 NÍó Institute, 1995 
í h6 D. E os E eas 22.Qxb6+ cb 23.Nc6+ Ke7  7.Nxf64 Bxf6 8.d4 $5 9.c3 0-0 C37 
3 exi A04 Bxd4* 24.Oxd4 Re8/ 54 NX67 Kd7 25.Nxd5 Rxe6  10.Kf2 No6 11.Bd3 g4 12.e5 1.e4 e5 2.f4 ef 3.NÍ3 $5 4.63 g4 
é 





25.Rxe8+ Qxe8 26.c5 be 
27.Qxc5 Qd8 28.d6 Qd7 29.h3 
NÍ8 30.Bf2 a6 31.Qc7 Qb5 





26.fe+ Kxe6 27.Nxf4+ gf 
28.Bxf4 Kf5 29.Rf1 Ke4 30.h3 
Ne3 31.Bxe3 1-0 


B87 13.Nel Qh4+ 14.Kg1 £3 
15.sf gf 16.Nxf3 Qh5 17.Kf2 
Be6 18.Rf1 f6 19.K$1 fe 
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5.Nd4 f3 6.Nc3 Bg7 7.e5 Qe7 
8.h3 Qxe5« 9.Kf2 OQxd4+ 
10.Kel Be5 11.hg Bxg3# 0-1 
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Chess Symbols 


and their Meaning 


Continued from page 20 


38.0h8 Ke7 39.Qe5 Kf8 (39...Kd8 40.Qd6 
Ke8 41.Bd7+-) 40.Qh8= 

Now here’s a new symbol following 42.Qh6. It means 
42.Qh6 checkmate! Obviously, Black wouldn’t play into 





this line, but it included to instruct the reader why thy 
road was not followed. 
38.Qe8+ Kg7 39.Qe5+ 12-12 

The final symbol in this game is the symbol for “dra, 
agreed". 

It should be clear now that chess symbols not op) 
bridge the language gap, but also convey a great deal y 
meaning in an extremely precise and concise way. In th 
hands of a Hiibner, they can be pure poetry. If you find; 
difficult to follow a game annotated in this fashion, doy 
despair! With a little practice (and a cheat sheet) you'll}, 
fluent in no time. 


Solutions 


To Test Your Tactics (see facing page) 


I. Issac Kashdan-Buster Horneman 
1.086+ hxg 2.Ng7++ 


2. Kasparov—Palatnik 


1.Bx$5 hx$5 2. Qh5 f5 3.Nx$5 and White's 
attack is unstoppable 


3. Alekhine-Mezirov 
1.Nxd5 Bxd4 2.Bxd4 Qxd2 3.Nf6+ Kf8 
4.Nxh7+ Kg8 5.Nf6+ 
4. Ossip Bernstein—Miguel Najdorf 


1.Re8 Bf5 (if 1...Qxc2 2.Rxf8+ Kh7 3.Bg8+ 
K$6 4.Rxf6++) 2.Rxa8 Rxa8 3.gxf5 Qh5 
4.Re4 Qh6 5.Bf1 Oxf5 6.Rh4+ gxh4 7.Qxf5 





Nxf5 8.Bxf6+ Kg8 9.d7 1-0 


5. Boris Siff-Issac Kashdan 
1...Re2 2.Nxe2 Nxe2+ 3.Kh1 Nh5 4.Qd2 
N5g3+ 5.Kh2 Nfl+ 6.Kh1 Qh2+ 0-1 

6.Al Horowitz-N.N. 

1.Rxf6 d6 2.0x$74 Kxg$7 3.Bh6+ Kg8 
4.Rg6+ hxg6 5.Nf6++ 

7. Albert Simonson-Arthur Dake 
1...Nd4 2.B$4 Qc8 with advantage 0-1 in 
36. 
8. Barnie Winkelman-George Treysman 
1...Ng4 2.fxg4 Bxe4+ 3.Bf3 Ra2 0-1 





9. Larry Evans-Anthony Santasiere 
1...Bxe3 2.f8=Q+ Ke7 3.a5 g1=Q+ 0-1n 
49. 

10. Edward Lasker—Dr. Moritz Lewitt 
1.45 cl=Q+ 2.Rbxecl bxcl=Q+ 3.Rxi 
Rbg8 4.Re8 R2g6+ 5.fxg6 Rxc8 6.87+ Ki 
stalemate! 

11. James F. Smyth-Hermann Helm: 
1...062+ 2.Kxg2 Rxg3++ 


12. Howard Holt-N.N. 


1.0xh6+ Kxh6 (1...Rxh6 2.Rxd7+ ani 
3.Rxb7) 2.Rxd64 Qxd6 3.Nf5+ 1-0 


Billy Colias: Midwest Master 


Edited by Schiller, Watson, and Rantala 


A remarkable book about a remarkable life 


A book packed with fascinating biographical narrative, touching tributes, and 101 annotated games of 
Billy Colias (over a dozen annotated by Colias himself). Talented and popular, Billy Colias was one of the 
most remarkable players to come out of the Midwest. Published by Chess Enterprises. 


GM Joel Benjamin 
NM Peter Bereolos 
GM Arthur Bisguier 
FM Ron Burnett 
FM Al Chow 


FM Billy Colias 

FM Greg DeFotis 
GM Arnold Denker 
GM John Fedorowicz 
IM Mark Ginsburg 


Contributors include: 


Curtis lkeuchi 
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Fred Gruenberg 
GM Dmitry Gurevich 


GM Alexander Ivanov 
FM Eugene Martinovsky 


M.L. Rantala 

NM Eric Schiller 
John Tomas 
Helen Warren 
NM Alan Watson 
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Test Your “Tactics 


The positions were taken from The Bobby Fischer I Knew and Other Stories by Denker and Parr published by Hypermodern® 
Press. This book was not only named the editors choice by Chess Horizons but was recently included in British Chess 
Magazine's list of 50 all time classics. Answers are presented on the facing page. 
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Kashdan-Horneman, 1930 
White to move and win 
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Boris Siff-Kashdan, 1948 
Black to play and win 
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Evans-Santasiere, 1946 
Black to move and win 
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Kasparov-Palatnik, 1978 
White to move and win 
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Al Horowitz-N.N., 1940 
White to move and win 
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Ed. Lasker- M. Lewitt, 1910 
White to move and draw 


3 


ee & „E_S 
E m *i 
Rr w 


JÀ 
Oy AU A n 


E m 
ima 
a a 2M s 





Alekhine-Mezirov, 1933 


White to move and draw 
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Simonson-Dake, 1935 
Black to move and win 
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James Smyth-Helms, 1915 
Black to move and win 
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O. Bernstein-Najdorf, 1954 
White to move and win 
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Winkelman-Treysman, 1936 
Black to move and win 





Howard Holt-N.N., 1938 
White to move and win 
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Hypermodern? Press 


Tinportaut books from America ‘a most iunouatiue chess publisher 


On Top of the Chess World by GMs Christiansen, Fedorowicz, & I. Gurevich 

Three grandmasters, present at the match, provide analysis and insight. Wonderful 

coverage of the 1995 Kasparov-Anand World Championship match. 129 pp. ............. see $14.95 
San Francisco 1995 by James Eade & Nick DeFirmian 

Rich detail on one of America's strongest tournaments ever. Annotations by the 

players, including John Nunn, Robert Hübner, and winner Viktor Korchnoi. 147 pp. ..cscsssessssssesessseees $14.95 
The Bobby Fischer | Knew and Other Stories by Arnold Denker & Larry Parr 


A sparkling memoir of numerous 20th Century chess personalities. Gripping, 

amusing, insightful, and wonderfully written. Foreword by Grandmaster Larry Evans; 

Attebword.by Grandmiaster.ESV ATbOEE 359. Bp, su aliut EE aru eie oro sannin Ea dias $19.95 
The Soltis Variation of the Yugoslav Attack by Steve Mayer 

An in-depth study of the theory and praxis of the 12...h5 lines of the Sicialian 

Dragon. Unquestionably the most comprehensive treatment of this popular line. 

Foreword by Sicialian expert Grandmaster Jonathan Mestel. 333 pp. eene $19.95 
Modern Chess Brilliancies by Larry Evans 

Algebraic edition of the classic work by the Hall of Fame Grandmaster, author, and 

journalist. 101 chess masterpieces brilliantly analyzed by America’s most popular 

SSE SSMU SUTRA ea NIN 22: - cori e hereto dts ack eR goers ona lcacaidedvinscevsauanyobvionnarhiosga $19.95 
The Chess of Bobby Fischer by Robert E. Burger 


This updated, algebraic edition of the critically acclaimed work includes analysis of 

Fischer—Spassky Il. A treasure for the experienced chess enthusiast and beginner 

AT Do ori aa Ge ag D MARO NNER ER CREER NN tate Ba $24.95 
The Big Book of Busts by John Watson and Eric Schiller 


Everything you need to know to combat pet opening variations, including many 
Original ideas tested by the authors. Containing over 70 chapters, this book covers 
numerous challenging openings often seen in tournament play. 293 pp. terere $22.95 


The Big Book of Combinations edited by Eric Schiller 


Test your tactical prowess against a leading computer program on 1,000 challenging 
combinations. The combinations span over a century of chess and include many 
üittle-knOWn Dut excite postid 266p IE c b pode Due E Bio etd Ag $17.95 


Order Form E 
On Top of the Chess World by Christiansen, Fedorowicz, & Gurevich 
San Francisco 1995 by James Eade & Nick DeFirmian $14.94 
The Bobby Fischer | Knew and Other Stories by Denker & Parr 


The Soltis Variation of the Yugoslav Attack by Steve Mayer 









Modern Chess Brilliancies by Larry Evans 

The Chess of Bobby Fischer by Robert E. Burger 

The Big Book of Busts by John Watson & Eric Schiller 
The Big Book of Combinations edited by Eric Schiller 
Total 





Hypermodern? Press 


2443 Fillmore St. #167 * San Francisco, CA 94115 * Phone: 1-800-721-2196 * Fax: 1-415-922 -4791 

















Berkeley 

Fridays, 7:15 p.m. 
Berkeley City Club 

2315 Durant 

A. Glasscoe 510°652-5324 


Burlingame 

Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. 
Burlingame Lions Club 
990 Burlingame Ave 

Scott Wilson 415«355-9402 


Campbell 

Kolty Chess Club 
Thursdays 7-11:30 p.m. 
Campbell Comm Ctr 
Winchester/W.Campbell 
F Leffingwell 408*224-0743 


Carmicbael 

Senior Citizens Ctr. bnnn 
4701 Gibbons 

Rob't Pounds 916*961-8108 


Chico 

Fridays 7-11 p.m. 

Rec.Rm. 1901 Dayton Blvd. 
P. Chamousis 916*872-3158 


Daly City 
Ren Yee 415*992-4937 


Davis 

Thurs 7 p.m. 

Hunt Hall UCD 

Dave Johnson 756-2752 


Fremont 

Fridays 6:30-on 

Scotty’s Coffee House 

39279 Cedar Blvd, Newark 
Hans Poschmann 510*656-8505 


Alan Kirshner 510°657-1586 


Fresno 

Mondays 6-11 p.m. 

Carls Jr. 

3820 N. Cedar Ave. 

D. Wajckus 209*233-8710 


Hayward 
Mondays 7-9 p.m. 
Hayward Library 
Mission at C St 


Kerry Lawless 510*785-9352 
Incline Village, NV 


Lahey Computer Co. 
865 Tahoe Blvd, #2 


R. Straver 702°832-036 | 
Livermore 

Fridays 7-12 p.m. 

C. Pigg 447-5067 
Marysville 

Yuba-Sutter CC 

Tom Giertych 916*671-1715 
Merced 


Central Calif CC 
Friday 7 p.m. 


Scout Hut-Applegate Park- 


nr.26&N 
Dave Humpal 209°722-0764 


Club Directory 


Places to play chess in Northern California and Northern Nevada 


Madera 

Thursdays 7:00 p.m. 

Carls Jr. 

Madern Ave. & Hwy 99 
Kelton Brewer 209*673-1026 


Modesto 

Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m. 
Jack in the Box 

Brinkmore and McKenny 
John Barnard 209*533-8222 


Monterey 

Open daily except Mon. 
430 Alvarado St. 
Yudacufski 408-372-9790 


Napa Valley 
Thursday 3:30 p.m. 
Vets Home, Yountville 
B. Bailey 707*253-0648 


Oroville 
YMCA Chess Club 
Bill Bovet 916*533-8432 


Palo Alto 

Tuesdays 6:30 p.m. 

Terman Community Ctr Rm 33 
Arastradero Road 

Tom O'Connor 415*964-8799 


Porterville 

Wednesday 7 p.m. 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
Corner of Henderson & Indiana 
Hans Borm 209*784-3820 


Reno, NV 

Mon/Thurs 7 p.m. 
Oldtown Mall CommCtr 
4001 S. Virginia 

J. Weikel 702*747-1405 


Ricbmond 

Fridays 6 p.m. 

Richmond Library 

26th & MacDonald 

John Easterling 510°529-0910 


Roseville 

Monday 6-10 p.m. 

1050 Melody Lane #6 
Allan Goff 916*723-8073 


Sacramento 
Wednesdays 7-11 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Ctr 
915-27th St. 

Katz 916*444-3133 


CSU Sacramento 
Student Union Bldg. 


Salinas 

Mondays 5 p.m. 
Firehouse Rec Ctr 

E Alisal St (E of John) 


Jose Sandoval (no phone) 


San Anselmo 
Tuesday 7 p.m. 


Round Table Pizza, Red Hill Sh Ctr 


Sir Francis Drake Blvd 
Jim Mickle 415*457-2719 


San Francisco 
Mechanics’ Institute 

Open daily 

57 Post St, 4th Floor 
M.Wilkerson 415*421-2258 


Santa Clara 

2d Sat. each month 
2:15-6:15 p.m. 

Mary Gomez Park 

F. Sierra 408*241-1447 


Santa Cruz 
S. Kangas 408*464-0202 


Santa Rosa 

Tuesdays 6-10:45 p.m. 
Sonoma Coffee Company 
521 4th Street 

Keith Halonen 707*578-61 25 


Stockton 

Fridays 7 p.m. 

St Andrews Church 

4910 Claremont 

Ed Auerbach 209*957-7575 


Sunnyvale 

LERA 

Tuesdays, 8 p.m. 

Lockheed Rec Ctr, Bldg #160 
Jim Hurt 916*525-7912 


Tulare 

Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m. 

A&W Root Beer 

133 North ‘J’ Street 

Ward Forman 209*688-6386 


Vallejo 

Fridays 7:30 p.m. 

Senior Citizens Ctr, 333 Amador St 
Rasmussen 707*642-7270 
Visalia 

Wednesday 7 p.m. 

Carl’s Jr- Von's Ctr 

Hwy 198 & Chenowth 

Allan Fifield 209*734-2784 


Walnut Creek 

Tuesdays 7:30 p.m. 

Civic Park/Broadway at Civic 
C. Lehman 510*946-1545 
Casual play daily 

Theatre Caffe 

1655 N. Main St. 

George D. 510*935-7779 


Yuba-Sutter 
Tuesdays 6:30 p.m. 
Buttes Christian Manor 
223 F Street, Marysville 
T.Giertych 916*742-7071 





Tournament Organizers 


EA = Ed Auerbach, 2421 Franklin Ave., 
Stockton, 95204. 209¢957-7575 

JB = John Barnard, Box $252, Sonora 95370. 
209 ©533-8222 

KB = Kelton Brewer, 1100 Daulton Ave., 
Madera, 93638. 209¢673-1026 

KC = Kevin Cripe 209 «869-3646 

JD = Jo Djordjevic, Theatre Cafe, 1655 Main 
St., Walnut Creek 94596. 510°935-7779 
PD = Peter Dahl, 75 Inverness Dr., San Fran- 
cisco 94132. 415¢566-4069 

TD = Tom Dorsch, P.O. Box 3294, Hayward 
94540-3294. 510¢481-5351 

JE = John Easterling, 4617 Cutting Blvd., 
Richmond 94804. 510¢529-0910 

JE2 = James Eade, 2865 Jackson St. #1, San 
Francisco 94115. 415¢922-3473 

AF = Allan Fifield 2735 North Highland, 
Visalia 93291. 209° 734-2784 

BG = Bill Goichberg, P.O. Box 249, Salisbury 
Mills, NY 12577. 914¢496-9658 

MG = Mike Goodall, 2420 Atherton St. #6, 
Berkeley 94704. 510¢548-6815 

JH = Jim Hurt, PO. Box 461, Tahoma 96142. 
916e525-7912 

PH = Pat Howlett, 4677 Old Ironsides Dr., 
#210, Santa Clara 95054. 408° 988-5008 
TI = Todd Imada, UCB: ASUC/SUPERB, Ber- 
keley 94720. 510°642-7477 

BJ = Brian Jew, 909 Greenwich St., San Fran- 
cisco 94133. 415*923-3776 

AK = Alan Kirshner, 66 Indian Hill Plaza, 
Fremont 94539. 


DK = Dmitry Karshtedt, 1449 48 Ave., Apt 
#2, S.F 94122. 415¢566-8138 

SK = Stuart Katz, 1030 G St., Sacramento 
95814. 916 0444-3133 

GL = Gerald Lim, P.O. Box 4367, Davis 
95617. 916*758-9007 

BN = Bill North, 116 Magneson Terrace, Los 
Gatos 95032. 408e 356-7935 

RO = Ray Orwig, 2030 Roosevelt Ave., Rich- 
mond 94801. 510¢237-7956 

CP = Charles Pigg, 429 Vista Ct., Livermore 
94550. 510¢447-5067 

PR = Philip Rodriguez, P.O. Box 581035, 
Salt Lake City UT, 801 582-8385 

RT = Robert Tanner, PO. Box 752, Ceres 
95307. 209¢575-3947 

DW = Dennis Wajckus, 736 N. Farris Ave., 
Fresno. 209¢ 233-8710 

JW = Jerome Weikel, 6578 Valley Wood Dr., 
Reno NV 89523. 702¢747-1405 

SW = Scott Wilson, 380 Esplanade Ave #109, 
Pacifica 94044. 415 355-9402 

CW = Carolyn Withgitt, PO. Box 6305, Hay- 
ward 94540-6305. 510¢481-8580 

RY = Raphael Yelluas, 10230 N. Foothill 
Bld., #£19, Cupertino 95014. 408° 777-9202 


Tournament Clearinghouse: 


Don Wolitzer, 2130 Mercury Rd., 
Livermore, CA 94550. 510e455-4119 


Tournament reports & annotated games to: 


Jim Eade, 2865 Jackson St. #1, SF 94115. 
415©922-3473 JimEade@aol.com 
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The CalChess Calendar of Events 


(* denotes CalChess discount) Last update 2-21-96 
Mar Ionn (E-5u) una BS Fara te ae, Sain ks teas ua No oaa cina VAS * (MG) . 
NE. 2e co dece: (Sa-Su) ............ Santa Clararcty. Fs Champ (Sati JOS) e oaicsiecn en nre Pt (SS) 
MAE Oh esc saat ean, SA] eana Closhem C Dess TOP NIS ue ue NEE A AEE E aE N Centos (AF) 
Mar. 9-10... (S3 St) ... errans DEBERE Tn Vale) ue aT (oca denda era so SE ee AERA SAES (JH) 
Mar. 30—31.......... (Sa) .......: 22a Stare PEIOR CHAMA: (DARELLA Eae a AEn a AAEN (AK) 
ADE O- a (1.586 uiros J:estorn (ODISSI CODE COR). etes shascigas a Sapa oa iia ano rr vr dads (BG) 
Pea S ETE (S23) 5. uot e Dimo CHESS Or KIOS oir oae VEO de ende aheker o rete ARMES Rn (AF) | 
ANDE S 1s (S3. sciam RECS SOLIS COMAG oobi. TET Y COL OTT OLLI LL (DW) | 
PPE dica (SU) ucc oma Mode aig Ne AO set seen achat nn aT apes aac tr beds Erf (JB) 
May 454. aed as (Sa-Su) ........«.. PuSCEHIOEO (DOING «e Dh d REOR QUEE splen puto diis s El Ro vada ve Sumo k adea (GP) 
May 4-5 ......: s (Sa-S0) :..5:. sess Pere CSO CO eee eri iac aee grt ase be al A PUR uk spice cun e M Ren (DH) 
Mayo aot tee. (SOLE ints de. VISSIESDIIIS PIODiQ, secre aA ea aesa ienaa aS eSEE (AF) 
May 18-19.......... (Sa-Su) ............ North/South match, tournament ? 
May 18-19 ........... HOA) cass sccpacces San Joaquim S Bamplonslipe 9 users ros a aene eer tert s een um * (DW) 
May 2524. se (OSEN eiras LERSE ANAE a a e A a s imas Sio pnta (JH) 
June T-I siin (PSU) Eha Samer SIn Pra a a a a a aa * (MG) 
June £99. sans d eid MERC PNE Bap eS OD BOTH ROBO) u.s eccscusas ca rcafitiebesinlbza i Él reas redu ca ap Asian cecidi (JW) 
June 29-30 ........ [dE a osxescs Class Siecle Berkeley)... 580r iiceagsne ek RE * (MG) 
j 
Annual Events 

MLK weekend (3rd weekend Jan.) (TD) s MM June (F-5u) 5tamer e 

, 3rd weekend June (F-Su) Far West Open (Reno) (JW) 
Pres s W s (B ley 

rescues Dey ae Pope ere Al) Labor Day weekend (1st weekend Sept.) (TD) 

1st weekend March (F-8u) SF Amateur (MG) Last weekend Oct. (F-Su) Western Open (Reno) (JW) 
State Schol. Champ. (last weekend March) 2nd weekend Nov. (F-Su) Capps (MG) 
LERA Memorial Day (JH) ` LERA Thanksgiving (JH) 


See the inside back cover for the key to the tournament organisers (listed here by their initials). 


California Chess Journal THIRD CLASS MAIL BULK RATE 
2355 LeHi Avenue U.S. Postage Paid 
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Charles Linklater State Championship 
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THE umb 
EDITOR'S 


REPORT 






We swore we wouldn't let this happen, but it did. We wer 
very late with the last issue (about six weeks) and we ey. 


press our deepest apologies. Professional obligations Sot, 


in the way—big time, but we will certainly make ever 
effort to improve our timeliness. 


We are now producing a higher quality magazine at a lowe, | 


cost, so there is progress of a kind. We realize that timeliness 
more important, and firmly believe that we will have all thre 


factors firmly under control, starting with the issue before yoy , 


now. 


Although we never did receive the promised US Champion. 
ship report, we do have something that just might be better 
Check out the open letter from GM Patrick Wolff in this issue. 
He raises some important issues and contributes some thought 
provoking ideas. 


On the national front, James Eade has announced his can. 


didacy for the Member-at-Large position on the USCF Policy 


Board. Tom Dorsch has previously declared for Treasurer. While 


these two do not always agree on every issue, they do havea 
strong working relationship. On April 13th, the CalChess board 
voted to unanimously support the two candidates. 


Unfortunately, NTD Mike Goodall chose to write a letter to 
the USCF voting members, which called Eade’s journalistic in- 
tegrity into question. Goodall also made false accusations of 4 
more personal nature, which can be safely ignored. The ques 
tion of journalistic ethics cannot. 


Continued on page 30 


Deadline for submissions for the Summer issue is July 15th. 
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state Scholastic Championship 


Kids’ Prayers 
Answered on 
Cathedral Hill 


Nearly 500 scholastic players battle it out in San Francisco at the 
Nothern California State Scholastic Championship 








By Alan M. Kirshner 


Scholastic chess is growing throughout the country. Northern California's pre- 
mier scholastic event drew a record breaking 486 players to the Cathedral 
Hill Hotel in San Francisco on March 30 and 31, 1996. A revitalized Berkeley 
chess program and the registration of 300 scholastic players in Fremont have 
accounted for much of the increased number of players at this year’s Califor- 
nia Chess State Scholastic Championships. The results of the team competi- 
tions underlined the strength of these programs. Berkeley High School won 
the High School division. Five different Fremont school teams won trophies. 
Forest Park took first in the Primary School Junior Varsity Division (under 
700) with Mission San Jose obtained first in the Primary School Open Divi- 
sion. Weibel won the Elementary School Open Division. Hopkins Junior High 
School became the Junior High School Champions. Biggs Elementary School, 
from Biggs, succeeded in besting Weibel for first in the Elementary School 
Junior Varsity Division (under 900). Weibel Elementary received the Grand 
Champion trophy for the combined team points in all the kindergarten trough 
sixth grade sections. An aside—Chadbourne Elementary School was the fifth 
Fremont team to win a trophy with a fourth place in the Primary School 
Junior Varsity Division. 


I awarded ten place trophies in each of the six sections and provided 
trophies and medals for all those who scored equal points with the ten place 
finishers. I also provided each kindergarten participant with a medallion. 
Dimitry Silberstein (2314) of the International Studies Academy in San Fran- 
cisco is this year’s State High School Champion with a score of 5.5 out of 6 
points. He will represent Northern California at the Denker Tournament of 
High School Champions. 


William Surlow (1902), of Saint Paul the Apostle School, and Eric Lin 
(1413), of Hopkins Junior High School, both had perfect 6-0 scores. How- 
ever, Eric Lin is the new State Junior High School Champion as William stems 
from the Southern California State. William upset two fellow USCF top-50 
13-to-14 age group in his quest for first place: Jade Arrieta (2021) and Micah 
Fisher-Kirshner (1908). Jade Arrieta is new to San Francisco from the Philip- 
pines and proved in the last few months that he deserves to join the ranks of 
Northern California’s young superstars, Dmitry Zilberstein, Jordy Mont- 
Reynaud, Vinay Bhat, and Jeanie Frenklakh. 


Robert Chan (1031) overwhelmed much stronger opponents to become 
our Elementary School Champion. He scored 5.5 points. Robert is a member 
of the Weibel Chess Club, but since he is home schooled his points could not 
be used for the Weibel Chess Team. The excitement in this division occurred 


Continued on the next page 





Robert Chan 
Elementary School Champion 





Shorman's Choice 


Scholastic Eest 


Richard Shoreman selects some of the best 
games from the State Scholastic Championship 


Derek Han-Jordy Mont-Reynaud 
Round | 1094 2208 
[D91] 
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 $6 3.Nc3 d5 4.Nf3 Bg7 5.Bg5 Ne4 
6.exd5 Nxg5 7.Nxg5 e6 8.Qd2 exd5 9.Qe3+ Kf8 
10.Nb5 Bf6 11.Qg3 Na6 12.Nf3 Bd7 13.e3 Kg7 
14.Ne5 Nb4 15.Re1 Bxb5 16.Bxb5 c6 17.a3 Na2 
18.Ral Qa5+ 19.b4 Nxb4 20.0-0 Ne2 21.Ra2 Qxb5 
22.Rxe2 Qb3 23.Rfcl Qxa3 24.Qf4 Qe7 25.Rb2 
Bxe5 26.Qxe5+ Qxe5 27.dxe5 Rhb8 28.Kf1 a5 
29.Ra2 a4 30.Ke2 Ra6 31.Kd3 b5 32.Real Rba8 


Continued on page 22 
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State Scholastic 


Continued from previous page 


in the fifth round when Robert Chan’s team mate Robert 
Wei (1245) battled David de la Torre (1420) of Saint Paul the 
Apostle. Both had only a few seconds on their clocks in the 
60 minute sudden death with Robert Wei a bishop and a 
pawn ahead. Everyone gathered around to see beautiful, in- 
tuitive chess before Robert’s flag fell. 


In the Elementary School Junior Varsity division, Jose 
Rivera (808), the new state champion from Biggs, showed 
great future potential with his 5-0 score—the younger chil- 
dren only played five rounds. The battle of the mini-giants 
took place in the sixth round of the Primary School division. 
Elizabeth de la Torre (1289) of Saint Paul the Apostle in Los 
Angeles confronted Cory Evans (1530) of San Diego. Cory 
Evans proved a bit too strong for Elizabeth. Since Cory is 
from Southern California as was second place finisher E.J. 
Schloss (1050), Jonathan Lonsdale (1041) from Mission San 
Jose Elementary became the Northern California Champion. 
Jonathan is the third Lonsdale to attain a Northern Califor- 
nia Championship—brothers Jeffrey and Joseph won in pre- 
vious years. 


In the Primary School Junior Varsity division a tie oc- 
curred for first placee—Alexander Tseung (632), Stephen Tu 
(522) [both from Weibel] and Owen Lin (unrated) [from 
Forest Park]. Each went undefeated and all are considered 
State Champions. 


As an added touch this year, Chris Mavraedis provided 
six copies of Laszlo Polgar’s Chess. Richard Shorman stayed 
up all night in a room that Tom Dorsch provided to decipher 
the notations and select his favorite game in each of the di- 
visions. The following individuals received the book prizes: 
Jordy Mont-Reynaud (High School Division), Albert Wu (Jun- 
ior High School), Akash Deb (K-6 Open), Jayodita Sanghvi 
(K-6 Junior Varsity), E.J. Schloss (K-3 Open) and Timothy 
Ma (K-3 Junior Varsity). 


Ray Orwi$, Northern California's Scholastic Chairper- 
son, organized the state championship for ten of its twenty 
years. Last year he decided to take a break. Tom Dorsch, Mr. 
CalChess Tournaments, offered to sponsor the tournament 
if I would be the organizer. Since Tom has, for the last two 
years, volunteered his Tuesday nights to g0 over my son 
Micah’s chess games and play chess with him, I felt obligated 
to volunteer my time to produce the twenty-first state cham- 
pionship. We decided to try to create a mini-national. I 
brought in three Senior Tournament Directors: Keith Mehl, 
the Chief TD, Don Shennum, and Hans Poschmann. I 
rounded out the TD staff with the experience of Carolyn 
Withgitt, David Gross, Laura Shennum, Steve Simler, Rob- 
ert Lee, Steve Seegmiller, Steve Farmer, Nick Ayala and Daisy 
Huang. Dozens of parents from Weibel Elementary School 
and members of the Ohlone College Chess Club aided in 
many diverse capacities. 


I wish I could report the absence of problems. Consid- 
ering that I was prepared for only 400 players, I am glad that 
very few issues arose and all were minor. Considering the 


Continued on page 23 
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The Trophy Winners 


High School 
Ist 5.5 Dimitry Zilberstein 
2nd—6th 5.0 Andy Lee, Jennie Frenklakh, Jordy Mont- 
Reynaud, Vinay Bhat, Harish Bhat 
7th-9th 4.5 Adam Banakus, Brian Woo, Felik Rudyak 
lOth-18th 4.0 David Pruess, David Taylor, Jim Stapleton, 
Evan Green, Steven Metz, David Brown, 
Patrick Mabray, James Cadatal 


Junior High School 
Ist-2nd 60 William Surlow, Eric Lin 
3rd—7th 5.0 Jade Arrieta, Micah Fisher-Kirshner, Joseph 
Lonsdale, Kevin Simler, Johnny Ceballos 
8th-lOth 4.5 Liam MacDermed, Tov Fisher-Kirshner 
Aaron Pollock 


K-6 Championship 
Ist 5.5 Robert Chan 

2nd4th 5.0 Elliot Temple, David Petty, Robert Wei 

5th-8th 4.5 David de la Torre, Adam Lishinsky, Sergey 
Frenklakh, Kirill Taransenko 

9th-17th 4.0 Jeff Lonsdale, Andrew Huey, Jocelyn Lee, 
Andres Santa-Cruz, Michael Lum, Jesse 
Pedersen, Levy Klots, David Baldwin,Adrian 
Szima 


K—6 Junior Varsity (Under 900) 
Ist 60 Jose Rivera 
2nd—3rd 5.5 Adam Baraz, Hanna Klots 
4th-I Ith 5.0 Michael Lin, Ben Casnocha, Julieta 
Villalpando, Cameron Huey, Jessica Viveirus, 
Brian Brasseur, Sumit Roy, Robert Blatt 


K-3 Championship 
Ist 5.0 Cory Evans 
2nd 45 EJ. Schloss 
3rd 4.0 Jonathan Lonsdale 
4th-7th 3.5 Elizabeth de la Torre, Charlie Mintz, Mat- 
thew Ho, Richard Zen 
8th-13th 3.0 Troy Cole, Nicholas Cravens-McAdoo, 
Kevin Ghodosian, Keith Shintani, Oren 
Gazit, Jeffrey Beckham 


K—3 Junior Varsity (Under 700) 
Ist-3rd 5.0 Alexander Tseung, Stephen Tu, Owen Lin 
4th 45 Charles Chen 
Sth-|5th 4.0 Wesley Chen, Michael Hernandez, Ryan 
Dooley, Dillon Desai, Timothy Ma, RJ. Lee, 
Boris Fedorov, Andris Rapa, Mihir Penase, 
Gagan Biyani, Julian Armas 











Ch 


Burt ] 
conse 
Califo 
auspk 

T 


menti 
public 

T 
playe 
three 
tional 
his m: 
delph 
from t 
is still 

T 
Carta 
wher 
Donal 
discot 
lead c 


E 
Carta, 
emy £ 
first [ 
then 
move 
per Bi 


A 
Califo 
Open 
won | 
claim 
State 


I 
years 
Feder 
fornia 
a resi 
States 
Califo 
pions. 


T 
Carta 


—— 























Charles Linklater Mem 


orial 





by Sam Sloan 


Burt Izumikawa and Omar Cartagena tied for first in the State Championship of Northern California, which was held on three 
consecutive weekends from January 13 to 28, 1996. Invitations were extended to the top 50 USCF-rated players with a Northern 
California address. The top eight who accepted were allowed to play. Mike Goodall organized and directed the event under the 


auspices of Cal Chess. 


The primary sponsor of the event was the Mechanics’ Institute. It was also sponsored by Games of Berkeley. (It is important to 
mention this fact at every opportunity, as Games of Berkeley will continue to donate money to these events only if they get some 


publicity from it.) 

The tournament started as an eight 
player all-play-all event. However, after 
three rounds and a score of 2-1, Interna- 
tional Master John Donaldson learned that 
his mother was gravely ill, rushed to Phila- 
delphia to be at her bedside and withdrew 
from the tournament. (Donaldson's mother 
is still alive.) 


This development benefited 
Cartagena, who had lost to Donaldson 
whereas Izumikawa had drawn with 
Donaldson. After his loss to Donaldson was 
discounted, Cartagena shot off to an early 
lead of 4-0! 


However, in the penultimate round, 
Cartagena lost to International Master Jer- 
emy Silman, and dropped back to a tie for 
first place. The State Championship was 
then decided by an exciting six- 
move last round draw. (It was Su- 
per Bowl day after all). 


As Izumikawa also tied for first 
California player in the California 
Open last September (which was 
won by Blatny), he has a strong 
claim to being called California 
State Champion. 


It should be noted that several 
years ago, the United States Chess 
Federation divorced Northern Cali- 
fornia from Southern California. As 
a result, these are two separate 
states for chess purposes. Southern 
California has her own 'State Cham- 
pionship’, 

The complete results were: 
Cartagena (2380) and Izumikawa 





Burt Izumikawa, Northern 
Californa Closed Co-Champion 


Northern California 
Closed Championship 


Results 


(2385) 
(2380) 
(2420) 
(2395) 
(2365) 
(2330) 
(2376) 


Burt Izumikawa 
Omar Cartagena 
Craig Mar 
Jeremy Silman 
Ronald Cus! 

Paul Koploy 
Ignacio Marin 


4.5-1.5 
4al 
3S2 
2.3-3.3 
2S 3D 
2.0-4.0 
| 4.5 


All ratings FIDE, except Marin which is USCF 





(2385) first with 4.5-1.5. Craig Mar (2420) 
scored 3.5-2.5. Silman (2395) and Cusi 
(2365) ended at 2.5-3.5. Koploy (2330) 
scored 2—4 and Ignacio Marin finished at 
1.5-4.5. 


This was also the Charles Linklater 
Memorial Tournament. Many years ago, 
Charles Linklater was a player on the Me- 
chanics Institute “B” team. However, few 
players can still remember him. 


When Charles Linklater died, his 
deathbed wish was that his home be do- 
nated to the “Mechanics Institute Chess 
Club”. The Mechanics Institute later sold 
the home for $540,000. 


Ever since, the Board of Trustees of 
the Mechanics Institute (which includes a 
library) has been fighting over exactly who 
gets the money. The only positive 
result thus far has been the Charles 
Linklater Memorial Chess Tourna- 
ment. (And the CalChess/Mechan- 
ics’ Institute Challenge Series.—ed) 


Old Fogies Take Note! When 
you die, leave your money to the 
local chess club, rather than your 
worthless relatives who never ap- 
preciated you in the first place. 
Better yet, leave it to Mike Goodall, 
because it is Mike who runs the 
Arthur Stamer Memorial, the 
Carroll Capps Memorial and now 
the Charles Linklater Memorial. 
Mike will remember you, even if no- 
body else does. 


Selected games from this year’s 
Charles Linklater Memorial Tour- 
nament begin on the next page. 
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Linklater Games 


Here are the final twelve games of the Lin 
lifted from the tournament bulletins prepared by 


This Week in Chess. 


Cartagena-Koploy 
State Championship 96, San Francisco 

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.0d3 c5 5.ed5 
ed5 6.Bg5 cd4 7.Qd4 Be7 8.0-0-0 Nc6 
9.Qa4 0-0 10.Nf3 Be6 11.Nd4 Qb6 12.Be3 
Qc7 13.Bd3 a6 14.Ne6 fe6 15.Qh4 Bb4 
16.Na4 b5 17.Nc5 Qf7 18.c3 Ba5 19.Nb3 
Bd8 20.Qh3 Re8 21.Nd4 Ne5 22.Be2 Ne4 
23.Rhel g6 24.f4 Bb6 25.Kb1 Rad8 26.Bel 
e5 27.Nc6 e4 28.Nd8 Rd8 29.f5 Ne5 30.f$6 
hg6 31.Rf1 Rd6 32.Be4 Qe8 33.Bc2 Nfg4 
34.083 b4 35.h3 Nf6 36.Rde1 Nfd7 37.Bf4 
Re6 38.Bb3 Nc4 1-0 


Izumikawa-Mar 
State Championship 96, San Francisco 
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.Nc3 a6 4.d4 cd4 5.Nd4 
b5 6.Bd3 Qc7 7.0-0 Nf6 8.Kh1 Bb7 9.Qe2 
d6 10.f4 Nbd7 11.Bd2 Qc5 12.a3 h5 
13.Rael N$4 14.Nb3 Qb6 15.Nd5 Bd5 
16.ed5 e5 17.Bf5 Be7 18.Bc3 Bf6 19.Bg4 
hg4 20.Q¢4 a5 21.h3 b4 22.ab4 ab4 23.fe5 
Be5 24.Rf7 Kf7 25.Qe6 Kf8 26.Be5 1-0 


Silman-Marin 

State Championship 96, San Francisco 
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 $6 3.Nc3 B$7 4.e4 d6 5.Bd3 
0-0 6.N$e2 e5 7.d5 c6 8.Rb1 Nh5 9.0-0 f5 
10.ef5 Bf5 11.Bf5 gf5 12.f4 e4 13.Nd4 Nd7 
14.dc6 be6 15.Be3 Bd4 16.Bd4 Nhf6 
17.Qe2 Nc5 18.Be5 de5 19.Rbd1 Qe7 
20.h3 Rad8 21.Qe3 Rd7 22.Na4 Rfd8 
23.Rd7 Nd7 24.b3 Qd6 25.Kh1 Kf7 26.Rel 
Qd4 27.Q$1 Nf6 28.Nc5 Qg1 29.Kg1 Rd2 
30.84 1/2-1/2 


Cusi-Cartagena 
State Championship 96, San Francisco 
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.a3 Bc3 5.be3 
0-0 6.£3 d5 7.e3 c5 8.Qc2 Ne6 9.Bd3 de4 
10.Be4 e5 11.dc5 Qa5 12.Ne2 Qe5 13.Bd3 
e4 14.fe4 Ne5 15.0-0 Re8 16.Ng3 Bd7 
17.Rb1 Bc6 18.Rb4 Nf$4 19.Rel Qe? 
20.Nf5 Q$5 21.Rf1 a5 22.Rd4 Re6 23.Rf4 
Rae8 24.Nd6 Nh2 25.Nf7 Nhf3 26.Kf1 Nd4 
27.N$5 Nc2 28.Be2 Bb5 29.Kg1 Ro6 


30.Bd2 Bd3 31.Bb3 Be4 32.Ba4 b5 33.Be2 
a4 34.Bel Bb3 35.Bb1 Rd6 0-1 


Koploy-Silman 
State Championship 96, San Francisco 
1.d4 d6 2.e4 Nf6 3.Nc3 c6 4.h3 $6 5.Nf3 
B$7 6.Bf4 0-0 7.Qd2 b5 8.a3 a6 9.Rd1 
Nbd7 10.e5 Ne8 11.Bd3 Nb6 12.0-0 Be6 
13.Rfe1 Nd5 1/2-1/2 


Marin-Izumikawa 
State Championship 96, San Francisco 


1.e4 c5 2.d3 No6 3.83 $6 4.B$2 Bg7 5.f4 
d6 6.Nf3 e6 7.0-0 Nge7 8.c3 0-0 9.a4 b6 
10.Na3 Bb7 11.Bd2 Qd7 12.Qc2 Rfd8 
13.Rfd1 Rac8 14.Bel Qc7 15.Qe2 Qb8 
16.Rac1 Qa8 17.Bf2 d5 18.e5 Ba6 1/2-1/2 


Cusi-Mar 
State Championship 96, San Francisco 
1.Nf3 Nf6 2.c4 $6 3.d4 B$7 4.Nc3 d5 5.e3 
0-0 6.Bd2 c5 7.de5 Na6 8.ed5 Nd5 9.Na4 
Bd7 10.Rel Re8 11.Ba6 ba6 12.0-0 Bb5 
13.Rel Qd7 14.b3 Qe7 15.b4 a5 16.ba5 
Qd7 17.Nc3 Re5 1/2-1/2 


Izumikawa-Koploy 
State Championship 96, San Francisco 
1.e4 Nf6 2.e5 Nd5 3.d4 d6 4.Nf3 Bg4 5.Be2 
e6 6.0-0 Be7 7.Re1 0-0 8.c4 Nb6 9.ed6 cd6 
10.Ne3 N8d7 11.b3 Re8 12.Bb2 Re8 
13.Qd2 a6 14.Rad1 Nf6 15.Qf4 Bhs 
16.Bd3 Nbd7 17.Ne4 Qe7 18.Ng3 Bg6 
19.Bg6 hg6 20.Qd2 b5 21.Re1 be4 22.Re4 
Qb7 23.Re8 Re8 24.Ba3 Nb6 25.Qd3 Nbd5 
26.Ne4 Ne4 27.Qe4 Qb5 28.Bb2 Nb4 
29.Qb1 Qf5 30.43 Nd3 31.Rd1 Nb2 32.0b2 
Re2 33.Qb1 Re3 34.Qb2 Qe2 35.002 Re2 
36.Kf1 Ra2 37.a4 Rb2 38.Rd3 d5 39.Ne5 


The deadline for the next issue of the 


California Chess Journal 


is July 15th. 








Bd6 40.Re3 Be5 41.de5 $5 42.Re6 gi 


43.Ra6 Rb3 44.Ra5 Kh7 45.Ra7 Kg 
46.Ke2 Rb4 47.f3 Rb2 48.Kf1 84 49, 
Rb4 50.a5 Rg4 51.a6 Rf4 52.Ke2 Re 
53.Kd3 Re5 54.Rd7 Re4 55.a7 Ra4 56.Kc} 


d4 57.Kb3 Ral 58.Ke4 eS 59.Kb5 4) 


60.Kb6 e4 1/2-1/2 


Silman-Cartagena 
State Championship 96, San Francisco 
1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Ne3 e5 4.e3 e4 5.0) 
Nf6 6.Bd2 Be7 7.Nh3 b6 8.cd5 cd5 9.Bhi 


Kf8 10.Nf4 Bb7 11.0-0 g5 12.Nh3 4 13.Ni 


R88 14.Kh1 Rg5 15.f3 ef3 16.gf3 Kg8 17.44 
Ng4 18.Be2 Nd7 19.Qd1 Ndf6 20.h3 Nii 
21.Rg1 Ne4 22.Ne4 de4 23.R¢5 Bg 
24.081 Kh8 25.Rf1 Bf4 26.Rf4 Bd5 27K 
Qd6 28.Bel R68 29.B$3 Qe6 230.0 f 
31. Rh4 Nf7 32. Rh5 R$5 33.b3 Rh5 34H 
h6 35.Qf4 K$8 36.Qb8 Kg7 37.QaT i 
38.Be5 Kh7 39.a4 ba4 40.ba4 Kg8 41.0 
Kh7 42.a5 Qe7 43.Bf7 Qf7 44.Qh8 Ki 
45.Bf4 Q87 46.Q87 Kg7 47.a6 Kg6 48. 
h5 49.a7 Ba8 50.Be5 Kg5 51.h4 Kg6 52K! 
Bb7 53.Be7 Kf6 54.Bd8 Ke6 55.Kg5 Bi 
56.Bc7 Kd7 57.Be5 Ke8 58.Kf5 1-0 


Cartagena-Izumikawa 
State Championship 96, San Francisco 
1.e4 c6 2.d3 d5 3.Nd2 Nf6 4.Ngf3 $6 54 
B$7 6.Bg2 0-0 1/2-1/2 


Mar-Marin 
State Championship 96, San Francisco 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 $6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 d6 5.4 
0 6.Nf3 c5 7.d5 e6 8.Be2 ed5 9.cd5 Re! 
10.e5 de5 11.fe5 Ng4 12.Bg5 f6 13.ef6 Bl 
14.Qd2 Bf5 15.h3 Bg5 16.Q¢5 Ne3 17.0) 
Rd8 18.Kf2 Re8 19.84 Bd7 20.Bd3 Ni 
21.Rhel c4 22.Bb1 Bg4 1-0 


Silman-Cusi 
State Championship 96, San Francisco 
1.d4 Nf6 2.4 e6 3.Nc3 d5 4.cd5 ed5 5 
Be7 6.e3 c6 7.Bd3 Nbd7 8.Nf3 0-0 90 
1/2-1/2 
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State Championship Games 


klater Memorial/Northern California State Closed Championship. (They ar 
Tom Dorsch). The first twelve games have been already publishedin 


The 1 
Alonf 
yearl 
is hig 


Flyga 
Mich 


Jesus 


1.e4 
4.e5 
1.Nf 


8.a4 
ool 


equ; 
Whit 
re-d 
via 

ever 
idea 
cast 








1€y are 
shed in 


Re6 à 
al Kj 
4 49 [i 
62 Ref 
t S6.Ke) 


Kb5 d 


\CİSCO 
4 5.0) 
15 9 Bhi 


4 13M 7 


88 17 ft 
).h3 Nhí 
Xg5 Bei 
5 27.Kh? 
0.Qf2 f 
5 34. Bl: 
QaT bi 
S 41.09 
Oh8s Kf 
6 48. K 
66 52.KH 
„Kg5 Bd 
1-0 


l 
INCISCO 


5 06 54) 


incisco 

d6 5.40. 
).0d5 Rel 
13.ef6 Bi 
33 17.0) 


.Bd3 NM 


ancisco 
ed5 5.Bi 
0-0 9.04 





. Tsverskaya Wins 


The 32nd 
Annual LERA 

Peninsula Class 
Championships 








The 116 players knew what to expect from Ji 
Along with San Francisco’s Stamer and Capp 
yearly dose of vitamins and minerals. Hurt has been helping us build our chess muscles as lon 





by James Eade and Richard Koepcke 


is high time he got the recognition he so richly deserves. 


The Open section was won by Julia Tsverskaya with 3.5 points out of 4. Other winners i 
Flygare, Expert; Martin Marshall, A; Steve Fabian, Karl Forsberg, and Alejandro Garamendi, 





Julia Tsverskaya 


Ps 
D hs 


winner of the LERA Open Section 


Michael Huey, D; William Scott, E; and Eugene Shteerman and Michael Simon, unrated. 


Vinay Bhat lead the Brilliancy game winners, taking the award fo 


Jesus Gonzales and Andrew Huey also won brilliancy prizes. 
} The event was directed by Jim Hurt and Ted Yudacufski, while Robert Massey assisted with the computer. 


LERA Games 








Julia Tverskaya- 
Steven Smithers 
French Defence [C19] 


Notes by Koepcke 


1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Bb4 
4.e5 c5 5.433 Bxc34 6.bc Ne7 
1.Nf3 Bd7 8.Bd3!? 


More common is either 
8.44 or de. After the text the 
books claim that 8...c4 and 
8...Ba4 are good for dynamic 
equality. The former gives 
White the additional option of 
re-deployment the Bishop to h3 
via fl where it supports an 
eventual f4-f5 push. Smithers' 
idea of waiting for White to 
castle before committing to c4 


looks like a $ood third option. 
8...Qa5 9.0-0 Nbc6 


It would be foolhardy to 
accept the gift at c3. 10.Bd2 
Qb2 11 dc will cost Black ma- 
terial to extract the Queen. For 
example, 11...b6 [not Na6 12 
Qe2 Nxc5 Rfb1 winning the 
Queen.] 12.Bb4 de 13.Rb1 Qa2 
14 Bxc5 d4 15.Nxd4 and Black 
has no compensation with his 
material deficit. 


10.Bd2 c4 11 Be2 f6 


It is important to get this 
move in before White has a 
chance to make life difficult 
with Ng5. 
12.ef gf 13.Re1 0-0-0 14.Bf1 
Nf5 

The start of an incorrect 
idea to transfer the Knight to 
e4. 14...Qc7 planning e5 is the 
correct plan. 
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m Hurt at this LERA tournament. He’s been doing things his way for a long, long time. 
s tournaments, his LERA events provide Northern California with its recommended 
$ as most of us can remember, and it 


neluded: Jonathan Baker and Brian 
B; Cres Cole, C; Julie Vizcaino and 


r the Open section. Paul Liebhaber won in the Expert section. 


15.Qc1 Nd6 16.Bf4 Ne4? 
17.Bxc4 Qxc3 


Restoring the material bal- 
ance at the cost of allowing 
White to break open the 
queenside. There really is no 
choice, since alternatives leave 
Black down a pawn without 
sufficient counter play. 


18.Bd3 Nxd4 19.Nxd4 Qxd4 
20 Be3 Qa4 21.Qb2 


21.c4 is also strong. 
21...e5 

This weakens the Knights 
perch at e4, but 21...Rhf8 


Continued on the next page 








22.c4 Kb7 23.de ed 24.Bf4+ 
Ka8 25.f3 Ne5 26.Bf1 is hardly 
an impovement. 


22.c4 Bc6 23.cd Bxd5 





24.Bxa7 Qxa7 25.Bxe4 Bxe4 
26.Rxe4 Rd6 


After a series of exchanges, 
a heavy piece ending has ar- 
rived in which Black’s King is 
dangerously exposed. Some 
precision will be needed to 
push advantage to its logical 
conclusion because there are 
no immediate mate threats and 
White’s first and second ranks 
are weak. 


27.Rce1+ Kb8 28.Rb4? 


She should have taken 
time out for g3 or h3. Now 
Black uses back rank mate 
threats to exchange off most of 
White’s advantage. 


28...Rhd8 29.Qc2 Qc5 30.83 
Qxc2 31.Rxc2 Ra6 32.Rcb2 
Rd7 33.R2b3 


White is still better be- 
cause her rooks are more ac- 
tive, and she has fewer pawn 
islands. Black's defensive task 
should be significantly easier if 
he can trade off a pair of rooks. 
In doing so, he would cut down 
on potential mate threats and 
make it harder for White to at- 
tack without allowing a certain 
amount of counter activity for 
her opponent. 


33...Ka7?! 34.Kg2 Rad6 
35.Kf3 b6? 


A bad decision that allows 
White too much of a free hand 
on the Kingside since Black’s 
lead Rook is now pinned down 
to the defense of the b-pawn. 
35...Rd4 threating to exchange 
a pair of Rooks and cutting the 
opposing King off would have 
been better. Though after 
36.Rb6 R4d6 37.Rxd6 Rxd6 
38.Ke4 White still has some 


pull. 


36.Ke4 Kb7 37.Kf5 Ke7 
38.h4 R87 39.a4 Rgd7 
40.Rb2 Rc6 41.R¢4 


With the simple plan of 
marching the h pawn as far a 
possible followed by infiltration 
of Black’s Kingside with the ul- 
timate aim of capturing Black’s 
h-pawn. If White loses the a- 
pawn in the process it wouldn’t 
matter since to pawn at b6 is 


to far from queening to be of 


significance. It is no longer 
clear that Black can effectively 
oppose this plan. 


41...Re7 42.h5 e4 43.h6 e3 
44.R$7 ef 45.Rxf2 Kd7 
46.Rd2+ Ke8 47.Rg8+ Kf7 
48 Rdd8 Re5« 


A more forcing route to a 
draw is 48...Re5+ 49.Kg4 or Kf4 
Re4+ 50.Kf3 Rg5=] Rg5+! 
White can now win a pawn with 


LERA Prize Winners 


Place Winner 
—Open- 


Ist Julia Tsverskaya 
2—5th Burt lzumikawa 


Arthur Arutjunian 


Jordy Mont-Renaud 2208 75 
Agnes Kaugars 
—Expert- 
I-2 Jonathan Baker 
Brian Flygare 
Igor Traub 


Martin Marshall 
Clinton Young 


Michael Da Cruz 
Boris Ladyzhensky 


Steve Fabian 
Karl Forsberg 


Alejandro Garamendi | 682 


Ist Cres Cole 
2—4 


Tom Chandler 
—D/Unr- 
I-2 Julie Vizcaino 
Michael Huey 
IstE William Scott 


|-2. Eugene Shteerman 30 


Unr Michael Simon 


Duane Anderson 
Normandy Peralta 


Rating Prize Score 
2318 $300 
2448 373 
238/^ - *-75 


3.5-0.5 
3.0-1.0 
3.0-1.0 
3.0-1.0 
2200 — 75 230-10 
2184 
2545 
1990 


3.5-0.5 
3.5-0.5 
3.0-1.0 


1812 
| 800 
1933 
|864 


4.0-0 

3.5-0.5 
3,0-1.0 
3,0-1.0 


1772. 
| 700 


3.5-0.5 
3.5-0.5 
3.5-0.5 


1596 

Long a AY 
|431 40 
[25 | 40 


3.5-0.5 
3.0-1.0 
3.0-1.0 
3.0-1.0 


1354 $30 
(340. au 
b OD. OU 


3.0-1.0 
3.0-1.0 
4.0—0 

3.0-1.0 
30 3.0-1.0 


Brilliancy Game Winners 


Open — Vinay Bhat, San Jose 
Expert — Paul Liebhaber, San Francisco 
C — Jesus Gonzales, San Jose 
D — Andrew Huey, Fremont 








50.Rxg5 fg 51.Rd74 Kg 
52.Rg7 + Kh8 53.Kxg5 but afte; 


Re5+ 54.Kh4 RaS! Black gy. } 


ceeds in exchanging off the re. 
maining queenside Pawns 
therby reaching a drawn Rook 
and 2 pawns vs Rook and pawn 
ending. 

49. .Kf4 Re4+ 50.Kf3 Rxa4 
51.Rg7+ Ke6 52.Rh8 


Carrying out the plan 
White's h-pawn cannot be 
stopped. 


52...Raa7? 


^" 


An unfortunate self pip / 


which loses immediately, Black 
could have maintained the 
balence with Ral, followed by 
Rh1. Now the h pawn cannot 
be stopped. 


53.Rhxh7 Rf7 54.Kg4 Ra4y 
55.Kh5 Ra5+ 56.Kh4 Ra4+ 
57.84 Raa7 58.Rxf7 Rxf7 
59.Rh8 Ke7 60.h7 Rg7 
61.Re8+ Kxe8 62.h8=Q+ Kii 
63.Qb8 Rg5 


Black offered a draw her. 


believing that he had cor. 
structed a fortress position. 
However, in queen vs. rook and 
pawn endings, the defending 
side is almost always lost when 
the remaining pawn is on the 
third rank. Move the pawn back 
to f7 and the ending would in. 
deed be drawn. 


64.Qxb6 Kg6 65.Qd8 Kg7 
66.Qe7+ Kg6 67.Kg3 Red 
68.Qf8 Rg5 69.Kf4 Red 

10.0884 Kh6 71.Qf7 RíS« 


Hoping for Kxf5?? but, 


72.Ke4 Rf4+ 73.Kxf4 
Resigns 


Artak Akopain-Vinay Bhat 
Petroff Defense [C42] 

(Open section Brillancy Prize) 

Notes by Koepcke and Bhat 


Both Richard Koepcke and 
Vinay Bhat sent annotations to 
this Same and we've tried to 
merge them as best we could. 
It is interesting how alike the 


- 


comments are, but we assure , 


you that they were done inde- 
pendently. 


1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.Nxe5 dó 
4.Nf3 Nxe4 5.d4 


VB Last time we played, 


Continued on page 18 
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Ra4+ 
Ra4+ 
xf7 
Q« Kf] 


iw here ° 
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Kg7 
Re5 
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Rf5+ 


but, 
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Open Letter from U.S. 
Champion Patrick Wolff 
concerning the U.S. Chess 
Championship 


Letters to the Editor 


We were unfortunately unable to 
obtain a full report on the U.S. 
Championship in Modesto, won by 
Patrick Wolff, after winning tie-breaking 
games from Nick de Firmian and 
Alexander Ivanov, or the Women's 
Championship won by Burtman and 
Belakovskaja. However, we did get an 
important letter from Wolff, which raises 
issues we believe deserve airing. 


I decided to play in this year's U.S. Championship for personal, not professional reasons. I am gradually leaving the professional 
chess world, and I wanted to play a few more prestigious tournaments before I go. I had spent the months of June through October 
working for Anand as a second for the World Championship Match, and then I wrote a book on the match in which I deeply analyzed 
all the games. I figured that this year might be the last time I could take a crack at the title of U.S. Champion while I was at the peak 
of my powers. So I played in the 1995 U.S. Championship, and I am very happy that I had the good fortune to win. 


But I have to tell you something— 
something that may shock you. If I had 
not had these personal reasons to play, and 
if I were a full time professional chess 
player, I would have had to think long and 
hard before accepting my invitation, be- 
cause it may not have been in my best in- 
terests financially to accept. The amount 
of money an average grandmaster can ex- 
pect to earn from playing In the U.S. 
Championship is so low, that it is unclear 
whether it is worth taking that time away 
from his normal chess activities to play. 


You don’t believe me? This year’s 
prize kind was $25,000 for a fourteen per- 
son event. Suppose you think you have an 
equal chance of finishing anywhere from 
first to last. I, for example, finished next 
to last In 1993 just one year after I won 
outright in 1992! That means you expect 
to earn $1785 dollars for a nineteen day 
event. If you figure that the day before and 
the day after are days you have to get ready 
to leave and recover from coming back 
home, that makes it a three week event, 
so you can expect to earn $595 a week. 
Less than $600 a week! Take my word for 
it, the average grandmaster can do better 
for himself by teaching lessons and play- 
ing in weekend Swisses. 


Think about that for a moment. Let it 
sink in. I am talking about our premier 
chess event, the championship of this great 
nation. Even when there is nothing spe- 
cial that conflicts with our national cham- 
pionship, it is not clear whether it is worth 
it for a grandmaster to accept his invita- 





tion. Heaven forbid that the grandmaster 
should have an invitation to a good Euro- 
pean round robin, or should have a couple 
simuls lined up at chess clubs for those 
few weeks. Is this the status we want for 
our national championship? 


Let’s forget for the moment that some 
of the grandmasters we would like most to 
play have definitely decided it is not worth 
it: Gata Kamsky routinely turns down his 
invitation. Yasser Seirawan has told me 
quite bluntly that he only plays when it is 
necessary to qualify for the Interzonal. 
Let’s not worry right now about the possi- 
bility that more and more grandmasters 
will turn down their invitations, such as 
Alexander Shabalov, 1993 co-champion, 
who is a student at Carnegie Mellon and 
found the prize fund too skimpy to make 
the effort to play. 


Let’s just make it a matter of pride. Is 
this the way we think of chess in our coun- 
try, the land of Morphy, Pillsbury, Marshall, 
Fine, Reshevsky, and Fischer? Do we re- 
ally want the choice of playing in our na- 
tional championship to be a toss-up be- 
tween accepting the invitation, or declin- 
ing it in order to play a couple weekend 
Swisses and teach some lessons? 


The root problem, I think, is this. The 
USCF treats the U.S. championship as a 
liability, whereas it should be counted as 
one of our greatest assets. Every year the 
USCF casts about for somebody different 
who is willing to organize the tournament. 
There is no long term plan for establish- 
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ing it as an annual event in the same place 
so that it might build local support and 
popularity. 


The USCF invests no substantial 
money or time into publicizing it. Not only 
is there no serious effort to make it a na- 
tionally known event, but the USCF does 
not even allocate resources to make sure 
that there are ample spectators where it 
is played. Everything is put on the back of 
the local organizer, who has no financial 
incentive to organize the tournament. It 
is a tribute to how many people there are 
who really love chess that the USCF is able 
to find somebody different every year, but 
it is no surprise that hardly anyone un- 
dertakes such a difficult task twice in a 
row. 


I have explained this mindset to 
people outside chess many times, and ev- 
ery time that person is astonished. 


“They don’t invest in their own na- 
tional championship? They don’t hire a 
public relations firm to publicize it? How 
do they expect it to grow? Don’t they need 
an event to have national recognition? 
Don’t they need to establish chess celeb- 
rities? How else do can they hope to ex- 
cite people about chess but through their 
national championship? Surely if they 
have a hope of making themselves known 
through any single event, it must be 
through their national Championship?” 


All I can do is nod and agree with 
them. Yes, of course they should invest in 
Continued on the next page 








Peninsula 
Scholastic 
Championship 


by Alan M. Kirshner 


Steve Cohen directed the first Peninsula Scholastic 
Championship on Saturday, February 10, 1996, in Fos- 
ter City. The competition, held at the Music Art School, 
was a four round Swiss, game 45, with three trophies 
in each grade and a school team trophy. Steve decided 
not to use USCF ratings or rate the tournament through 
the USCF. He developed his own rating system. The 
47 tournament players voted on whether to use tie- 
breakers or blitz to determine the places when ties 
occurred. The players overwhelmingly supported tie- 
breaks and Steve worked out his own system. 


In the First Grade Section, Shail Patel won first 
place with 3.5 points. Marcus Tong, Galen Brill, and 
Harry Brill tied for second with 2.5 points. Matthew 
Ho won the Second Grade with a perfect 4 points. Orin 
Gazit took second with 3 points and Sean Blume re- 
ceived the third place trophy with 2.5 points. Kush 
Patel had 3.5 points in the Third Grade giving him 
first place. Stephen obtained the second place with 3 
points with Alex Karnazes receiving third with 2 points. 


Michael Pollock defeated Kevin Bui to take home 
the first place trophy in the Fourth Grade Section. 
Kevin tied with James Zou with three points and ob- 
tained second place. In the Fifth Grade Section Eric 
Huang and Andrew Huey drew and tie-breaks placed 
Eric in first and Andrew in second. Alexander Chang 
and Robert Chan both finished with three points, how- 
ever the third place trophy went to Alexander. Jeff 
Koenig and Mark Lau, best friends and team mates, 
battled it out for first in the Six Grade Section. Jeff 
won and Mark took home a second place trophy even 
though both players had only three points. Cooper 
Downs received third place with 1.5 points. 


Weibel Elementary School, from Fremont, won 
the team trophy. Now that Steve Cohen survived the 
difficulties of scholastic chess we hope he will turn 
this tournament into an annual event. 


Peninsula Scholastic Winners 


lst Grade 
2nd Grade 
3rd Grade 


Shail Patel 
Matthew Ho 

Kush Patel 
Michael Pollock 
Eric Huang 

Jeff Koenig 
Weibel Elementary 


4th Grade 
5th Grade 
6th Grade 

Team 








Open Letter from Patrick Wolff 


Continued from previous page 


the U.S. Championship as a means 
to gain new members, to sell more 
of their goods and services, and to 
make people more excited about 
chess. But apparently the people 
who run the USCF don’t think so. 


Please understand: I am not criti- 
cizing the efforts of the individuals 
who organize each championship. 
Far from it, I am always amazed at 
what they manage to achieve with 
such limited resources, while simul- 
taneously working at another full- 
time job. They do the best they can. 


Nor am I attacking the character 
of the people who run the USCF. I 
know they love chess and they en- 
joy having the cream ot America's 
chess players battle for the national 
title each year, But they do not think 
the U.S. championship is a com- 
modity to be sold, an event to in- 
vest their resources in so as to pub- 
licize chess and increase the mar- 
ket for what the USCF provides, as 
well as making people more aware 
of the USCF in the first place. They 
see none of the potential, and do 
nothing to exploit it. Instead, they 
budget as little money as possible 
for it. They cut every comer they 
can so that it can be held as cheaply 
as possible, rather than invest in 
their single most marketable event. 


Since I competed in my first U.S. 
championship in 1985, and no 
doubt since long before that, the 
USCF has never properly showcased 
the U.S. championship, and the re- 
sult is that we are all cheated. The 
grandmasters are cheated of the re- 
spect and livelihood that they would 
receive from a well run event, and 
USCF members are cheated of the 
benefits that would accrue from the 
growth of chess in general, and the 
USCF in particular in the form of 
more members and increased rev- 
enues. Not to mention that we all 
lose simply from not having chess 
be as popular as it could be in our 
country. 

As I have already suggested, the 
paltry prize funds in our champion- 
ships are a manifestation of the lack 
of attention and importance our 


chess federation gives to the even; 
Would you believe it if I told you tha 
in real dollars the prize fund of the 
U.S. Championship is actually go. 
ing down? 

Yes, it’s true. Ten years ago, the 
prize fund was $25,000 for a sixteen. 
player event. Nine years ago it wa 
$25,000 for a fourteen-player event 


E 


eight years ago it was $25,000 for, ; 


twelve player event. And for 1995 
what was it? It was $25,000 for; 


fourteen-player event. Now keep i , 


mind that $25,000 in 1986 dollar 
is worth about $35,000 in 1996 dol. 
lars, and what do we conclude? The 
policy of the USCF is so backward 
that they have not even managed ty 
keep their own standards for the 
U.S. Championship, let alone set 
their sights on the standards they 
ought to have for their premier 
event. 


All of this must change. Our 
grandmasters deserve to play under 


proper conditions for our national | 


championship, and each USC} 
member deserves the benefits that 
would come from aggressively mar- 
keting and investing in our premier 


event. I wish I could say that I hada 


complete, foolproof blueprint for 
how to proceed. I don’t, and neither 


does anybody else, because what! | 


am saying is we have to stake out 
new ground, not do again what has 
been done before. However, I can 
make some observations to open 
what I hope will be an urgent and 
vigorous discussion. 


1. lam talking about a complete 
change in attitude, not some tink 
ering around the edges within the 
same mindset. Instead of asking, 
"How can we take care of the US. 
Championship for this year or the 
next few years?” we must ask, 
“What will it take over the next sev 
eral years to establish the U.S. 
Championship as a nationally rec 
ognized and seriously regarded 
event?” 

2. Just making a deal with a cor 
poration to pay for some aspect of 
the U.S. Championship means noth: 
ing. We have to look at the particu 
lars of the deal, and we have to think 


Continued on page 19 
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“w Bay. Area Fall Tournaments 








? event 
‘ou that by Mike Goodall 
J of the 
ally £0: 
£o, the 
e Kings Gambit Theme Tournament Golden Bear Open 

as 
r event September 23-24, 1995 October 7-8, 1995 
i | Mechanics Institute Chess Club U.C. Berkeley Campus 
r 1995, 
0 f i 
ke | Place Name Score Prize Open Section 
dollar |sond Joe Weber 35 "$190 Ist-3rd Craig Mar 35 $200 
96 dal. Eugene Levin 35 $150 Walter Shipman 35 $200 
le? The | Thomas Wolski 35 $200 
kwards Best Expert Pat McCollum 2^ osa Ist under 2200 Vinay Bhat 30. $67 
AN Josh Standig 20 $27 David Herscovic 3.0 $67 
for the Clarence Lehman 209-3 827 Jon Baker 30 $67 
ne set 
ls they Best'A' jade Arrieta 30 $35 Ist under 2000 Gina Sanchez 25 $100 
remier Gennedy Reznikov 3.0 $35 

ae Reserve Section 
saith Best'B Igor Bagrov 25 $60 Ist-2nd David Pruess 40 $163 
7 under Best'C’ Ray Thompson 2.0 $25 Glen Avila 40 $163 
p | William Lewis 20 $25 3rd Andy Lee 33 $50 
CF 
its that Best Unrated Stefan Blunar 20 $40 Ist under 1600 David Camp 35 $100 
ly mar- lst under 1400 Jacob Pruess o $50 
d Players were required to open with the Kings Best Unrated Robert Cumberland 2.0 $25 
Thada | 
indo Gambit. (For games, see the previous issue of Andrew Schechter 2.0 $25 
neither the CalChess Journal.) 24 players. Mike Goodall, 
what] | tournament director. 92 players. Mike Goodall, tournament director. 
Ike out 
nat has 
, I can 
) open ' 
"an 25th Annual Carroll M. Capps Memorial 
mb November 10-12, 1995 
e tink- Mechanics Institute Chess Club 
1in the 
asking, , 
ie F Ist-2nd Erico Sevillano 5.0—0 $313 Best Expert Boris Orlov 4.5-1.5 $200 
or tne 
| Joe Weber 5.0—0 $313 S : z 
ee Sd Wee AT dedita 40-10 $22 Best ‘A’ Gennedy Reznikov 35-1.5 $175 
e US. Renard Anderson 4.0-1.0 $22 Best'B' Igor Bagrov 35-15 . $150 
]y ree Victor Baja 4.0-1.0 $22 t | 
arid D Dia 40-10 $22 Best'C’ Sinde Era 3.0-2.0 Sls 
Peter Grey 4.0-1.0 $22 Best Unr Normen Rochau 2.5-2.5 $100 

| à cor- Arthur Ibragimov 4.0-1.0 $22 
pect of Natalya Tsodikova 4.0-1.0 $22 75 players. Mike Goodall, tournament director. 
s noth- 
articu- 
> think , 


Tournament directors are urged to submit reports for publication to the California Chess Journal. 
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June 7—9, 1996 A Weikel Tournament |. " 


ard Annual Far West Open ! 


A True Chess Extravanza! ns 


Frer 
ley : 


At the Holiday Inn Hotel Casino* in Exciting Reno, Nevada| 


cart 











win, 
reat Features ! x 
$24,000 Projected! $13,000 Guaranteed! | ^ 
* 150 Grand Prix Points! Ad 
+ Fide rated! Open Prizes: $1500, $1000, $800, $700, $600, 
* Extra prizes for chess clubs ($500 [+ trophy], $300, $500, $500, $400. ' — Whi 
$200) and seniors ($200 [+ trophy], $100) 2300-2399: $500. Under 2300: $500. ed. 
^ i 4 a 
40/ s ae control, for those who take their chess seri Expert: $1200, $700, $500, $300, $200, $100, p^ 
l to tl 
* G/15 playoff match to decide open winner if necessary! i $190: Under ipa ano: UE 
«i Rd Swisé — 6 Sections (lass | $1200, $700, $500, $300, $200, $100, d 
* Sets and boards provided! $100, $100. fror 
e 6-5-96 7:00 pm 10-Board GM Alexander Ivanov (lass B: $1100, $700, $500, $300, $200, $100 aii 
Clock Simul (40/2 G/1), plus analysis of all games $100, $100. 10.6 
the following day. (lass C EN. 
* 6-6-96 6:00 pm GM Larry Evans lecture on Fischer dU. $1100, $700, $500, $300, $200, $100 nin 
and the World Championship $100, $100. coul 
e 6-6-96 7:30 pm GM Roman Dzindzichashvili 30 Under 1400: ^ $1000, $600, $400, $300, $200, $100, | . e 
board simul. $100, $100. S 
e 6-6-96 7:30 pm World Blitz Chess Association eae 
[Eo esee Mii; Top Unrated: 2 Years USCF Membership. 
e 6-8-96 3:00 pm FREE GM Larry Evans Game/ Plus trophies for first in each section! 
Position clinic. 
* 6-9-96 1:00 pm Quick (G/29) chess tournament. 
Fatry Fee Further Information 
GM/IM: F b ligible f d M: i M & E $99 P 
: Free, but not eligible tor under prizes. asters xperts: ; odds ikel 7B} 
Class A: $98. Class B: $97. Class C: $96. Under 1400: $95. Unrated: Free but must ee eats a | 
join/extend USCF membership for one full year and cannot win cash prizes. $20 dis- 978 Valley Wood Drive 
count for Juniors & Seniors. Add $11 if postmarked after 5/12/96, $22 if after Reno, NV 89523 jum 
6/2/96, or at site. 702-747-1405 tuni 
£6 
10.B 
* Holiday Inn Hotal Casino: 1000 E. 6th St., Reno, NV 89512 800-648-4877 or (702) 786-5151 ||, wis 
Whi 


HR $62 + 9% room tax (if reserved by May 15th) Mention Chess for these special rates! 














The Berkeley Bishops 


Mong the Diagonal 


by Mark Brown 


The Berkeley Bishops inaugurated their match season with a stunning victory over Weibel on the first Saturday in February. The 
Bishops are an all-star team culled from the ranks of the many students enrolled in the Berkeley Chess School program. Elizabeth 
Shaughnessy, the founder and force behind the School for fourteen years, led the latest (and greatest?) edition of the Bishops to the 
Fremont hills with some trepidation, as the Weibel team has quite a fearsome reputation. The first round, however, saw the Berke- 
ley squad jump out to a commanding 12.5-4.5 lead. The Bishops were energized by their first round success, but a determined 
Weibel team roared back in the second round. With the advantage of the first move, Weibel looked to be overturning the Bishops’ 
cart, but a key win by David Petty put the victory in the bag for the Bishops, the final score 19-15. David annotates his first round 
win, and I have added my notes in italics. 


David Petty (1259)- 
Solon Yang (1173) 
Three Knights Opening (C46) 
1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Nc3 f5!? 
4.d4! 


Hopes to strengthen 
White's center and strike at f7, 
e.g. 4...fe4 5.NeS. (Yes, d4is a 
good reaction, answering 
flank aggression with a blow 
to the center. An example of 
how Black can go astray from 
here can be seen in a game 
from 1951, Milev—Florian: 
4...fe4 5.Ne5 Nf6 6.Bc4 Qe7 
7.Bg5! Ne5 8.de5 Qe5 9.Bf6 gf6 
10.0-0 Bb4 11.Nd5 Bd6 12.f4 
Qf5 13.Q0d4 and White is win- 
ning. Instead of 4.d4, David 
could have transposed to the 
Schliemann variation of the 
Ruy Lopez, but the text is best. ) 


4...Nf6 5.Bc4 fe4 6.Ne5 d5 
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7.Bb5 


Although there is nothing 
terribly wrong with this, 
David misses a tactical oppor- 
tunity here: 7,.Nd5! Nd5 8.Qh5 
£6 9.NS6 hg6 (if 9...Nf6 
10.Bf7!) 10.086! Kd7 (other- 
wise 10...Ke7 11.Bg5 and 
White wins the queen or 


mates) 11.Bd5 and White has 
a clear advantage with three 
pawns for the knight and 
threats such as Qe6 mate. This 
is the kind of fun open posi- 
tion where you want your tac- 
tical antennae out. 


7...Qd6 


White leads in develop- 
ment and piece placement. 
(Yeah, the queen sortie is a 
little awkward.) 


8.Bf4 


Threatens 9.Ng6 or Nc6. 
Black is forced to waste a 
tempo with his next move. 


8...Qe6 9.0-0 Bd7 


Black may want to protect 
his king soon. 


10.Nc6 Bc6 


Black should have tried 
10...be6 and 11...Bd6 and try 
to hold the center. 


11.Bc7? Bb5 12.Nb5 Bb4? 


Another waste of a tempo 
that allows White to hold the 
center with 13.c3, and blun- 
ders away the chance of 
12...Qc6, and if pawns protect 
it (the knight on b5, which pro- 
tects the Bon c7), then 13...a6, 
winning a piece. (Yep, that’s 
why 11.Bc7 gets a question 
mark; and this is why it is 
Sood to g0 over Sames—we 
can see the truth of the matter, 
not just the final score. But, if 
you look deeper, you'll see that 
White has a resource after 





One of many sucessful Berkeley teams, the high 
school team won the state scholastic championship. 


12...Qc6 13.Qe2! a6 14.a4! 
and if 14...ab5? 15.ab5 and 
the rook on a8 is hanging, or 
14...Rc8 15. Na7 Qc7 16.Nc8 
Qc8 17.f3 and White has some 
compensation) 


13.c3 Be7 14.Qa4 


Developing the queen with 
minor kingside ruptures such 
as 15.Nd6. (Developing with a 
threat is always cool.) 
14...0-0 

No such luck... 
15.Bg3 Ng4 

Whoever set the table for- 
Sot the fork. 
16.Nc7 Qf5 17.Na8 RaS 
18.c4 Rf8 

All is lost for Black. 


19.Qa7 Qf6 20.0b7 Bd6? 
21.0d5 


I can't watch... 


21...Kh8 22.Qd6 Qd6 
23.Bd6 Rd8 24.c5 h5 25.f3 
ef3 26.Rf3 g5 27.Rf5 Ne3 


28.Rg5 Nc2 29.Rd1 Ne3 
30.Rd3 Re8 31.Be5 Re5 
32.Re5 1-0 


As I send this to press, 
there are a few more items | 
should mention. Six of the 
seven top scorers in the Young 
People’s tournament in Berke- 
ley are current or former stu- 
dents of the Berkeley Chess 
School. Congrats to David 
Petty, Kirill Tarasenko, Jacob 
Pruess, Kriss MacLennan, Elliot 
Temple, and Michael Lum. The 
latest news is that the Bishops 
blitzed the Richmond team 24- 
0. Finally, the Berkeley High 
team won the CalChess state 
championship, led by Andy 
Lee, a fast improving player 
who beat Vinay Bhat (2194) 
and drew Dmitry Zilberstein 
(2314) to finish tied for second 
individually. Congratulations 
to the Berkeley High team: 
Andy, David Taylor, David 
Cantrell, Jonathan Fan, and 
coach Ray Freeman. 
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by 
Dennis Wajckus and Allan Fifield 


Thank You Dave Quarve 
Quick Quads 


This annual event of the Fresno Chess 
Club honors long-time club president 
Dave Quarve who now resides in Colo- 
rado. 16 players faced off in four different 
quads on April 3rd. Combat was fierce 
with not one draw all night and all four 
quads were won with perfect 3-0 scores. 
Winners in Quads 1-3 were: Artak 
Akopian, Telman Akopian, and Lewis 
Martinez. Ms. Vinka Bell of Coarsegold 
came out of the hills to score a popular 3- 
0 sweep of the fourth quad. Directed by 
Dennis Wajckus. 


—DW 
Catch 22 #3 


The unusual name of this series of Fresno 
tournaments comes from the time control 
of game in 22 minutes. Co-champions 
Artak Akopian (2404) and Greg Jones 
(1750) were each undefeated with three 
wins. The upset of the tournament was 
Vincent Enrico (1321) for his exciting 
(‘mate ‘em before me hanging flag falls’) 
second round win over Darren Russell 
(1836). The twenty players were directed 
by Dennis Wajckus on March 18th. 


—DW 
Visalia Spring Training 

This traditional event drew 19 players to 
the Visalia Chess Club during the month 
of March. Porterville’s own ‘World Cham- 
pion’ Hans Borm recovered from a first 
round draw with the always tough Rich- 
ard Somawan$ to win his next three games 
and the tournament trophy with a score 
of 3.5-0.5. Second place was Don Forgie 
of Hanford at 3-1. The upset prize of a 
Cal Chess membership was won by Jer- 
emy Cantrell for his win over George 
Miller, reflecting a rating difference of 564 
points! As a note to tournament organiz- 
ers, Cal Chess memberships make won- 
derful best game and upset prizes at local 
tournaments. Directed by Allan Fifield. 


—AF 
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Davis Chess Club Hosts 
Invitational Quad 


by David Johnson 


In January and February, the Davis Chess 
Club hosted an invitational ‘Quad’ tour- 
nament on three consecutive Thursdays. 
The esteemed participants were Brian Jew 
(1916), who is now the 48th ranked 17- 
18 year old in the United States; Michael 
Aigner (1855), who has gained over 400 
rating points during the last three years; 
Dennis Sims (1805), a crafty player for- 
merly from Arkansas; and Marvin Gilbert 
(1641), a giant killer from the Sacramento 
Chess Club. Ratings are post tournament. 


In round three, Jew met Sims for the 
championship. Although it looks like Brian 
has a clear win, check out this unexpected 
endgame. 


The Davis Chess Club meets every 
Thursday from 7 p.m.to midnight at Hunt 
Hall, Room 241 on the UC Davis Campus. 
For more information, please contact 
David Johnson at (916) 756-2752. 


Dennis Sims-Brian Jew 
Davis Invitational Quad (Game in 75) 
Annotated by Brian Jew 
1.e4 e6 2.d3 
King's Indian Attack. 
2...d5 3.Nbd2 b6 4.83 f5 
Dutch Stonewall (Transposed). 
5.e5 Nd7 6.d4 c5 
Going back to a French theme. 
1.c3 
11th pawn move of the game. 
7...Ne7 8.Ndf3 Qc7 
In case of 9.Ng5 avoiding 9...Nb8. 
9.Bg2 Ba6 10.Ne2 h6 


To avoid the Knights coming in and 
ganging up on e6. 
11.0-0 $5 12.Re1 N26 13.h3 Be7 
14.Nh2 0-0-0 


Black needs the other rook to con- 
tinue the attack. 


15.a4 Kb8 16.Bd2 h5 17.b4 Bxe2 
18.Rxe2 c4 19.b5! 
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To preserve the white attack, other. , 
wise 19.a6 locking it up. 


19...Rdf8 20.a5 !? bxa5 21.Qa4 Bd8 
22.Nf3 84 23.Ng5 


A little dangerous for the Knight. 
23...Qb6 24.Bc1 f4 

The breakthrough move. 
25.h4 

Sacrificing material. 
25...f3 26.Bxf3 gxf3 27.Rea2 Ngxe5 


To play it safe and avoid the compli. \ 
cations of 28.Ba3, 29.Bc5 threatening 
Nxe6, Black decided to give back a little 
material. 


28.Bf4 Rxf4 


Black is willing to get two pieces for 
the rook and also strengthen his defense. 


29.8xf4 Nd3 30.Kf1 


Disappointed that he cannot play 
30.Nf7 to take the Bd8 and win a5 because 
of 30...Rg8+, white moves his King out of 
the way. 


30...Rf8 31.Nxf3 Rxf4 32.Qd1 Qd6 
Preparing 33.Qf8. 
33.Ng5 Bxg5 


Perhaps, simply continuing with 
33...Qf8 34.f3 Bxg5 is just as good. Or 
34.Nh3 Rf3. 


34.hx$5 QfS 35.QOxh5 Rxf2 36.Kg1 QM | 
37.Rxf2 Qxf24 38.Kh1 Q$3 39.Rf1 
Nf2+ 40.Rxf2 Qxf2 41.Qe8« Kc7 


At this point, both players are under 
time pressure (under three minutes each) 


42.Qxe6 Qh4+ 43.Kg1 Qxg5+ 44.Kh2 
Qf6 45.Qel a4 46.Qb1 Qf2+ 47.Kh1! 


The King can’t move. 
47...a3? 48.b6 axb6 49.Qxb6!! 


Brilliancy comes in many different 
forms! 


49...Kc8 50.Qc7+ Kxc7 Draw. > 
Black’s flag fell three seconds later. 
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Madera Chess Club 


You Cannot Win 
if Vou Do Not Play! 


The Madera Chess Club is an affiliate of 
the United States Chess Federation, and 
was organized in Madera during Novem- 
ber, 1995. Its first official business meet- 
ing took place in December, 1995. This 
club has close ties to both the Fresno 
Chess Club and the Visalia Chess Club. 


Meetings are held each Thursday at 
approximately 7:00 p.m. in the Carl’s Jr. 
restaurant located at the Madera Avenue 
Exit on the west side of Highway 99. All 
chess players or other interested parties 
are cordially invited. There are players 
present of all age groups and playing lev- 
els. Beginners are encouraged to apply. 
Usually there are members present will- 
ing to help beginners and offer advice— 
whether asked for or not. 


As an affiliate of the US Chess Fed- 
eration, rated tournaments are frequently 
held. Call 209-673-1026 for details. Play- 
ers should have their own equipment and 
clocks whenever possible. The club has 
equipment for sale which is competitively 
priced and from which the proceeds £o to 
support club activities. 


By means of a generous donation from 
our sister club in Fresno we have a library 
of chess books available for our members' 
use which may be checked out for a month 
at a time. This feature alone is worth be- 
coming a member. 


Membership dues are as follows: Adult 
$10.00, Family membership $15.00, those 
residing out of Madera County, those un- 
der 18 years old, and women $5.00. 


Currently, USCF dues are $40.00 per 
adult, $15 for those under 19 years old, 
Senior memberships are $30, and Scho- 
lastic memberships are just $10.00 (for 
any student). 


For less than $5 per month you can 
have all of the above benefits plus receive 
Chess Life or School Mates magazines. You 


By Kelton Brewer 


can't even go to the movies for such a small 
amount. In addition, our meeting site has 
coffee, soft drinks, hot chocolate, and food 
near at hand. 


You must be a member of USCF to 
play in rated events and tournaments. All 
other benefits come with Madera Chess 
Club membership. 


The official motto of the Madera Chess 
Club is: You cannot win if you do not play! 


Madera Tournament Results 


The first Madera rated ‘quick’ tourna- 
ment was held on February 15th. There 
were fourteen participants, ten in the 
Open Swiss section and four in the youth 
section held in the form of a quad. The 
results are as follows: 


|. Darren Russell .................... 3.0 
2. Dennis Wajckus ................. 2.0 
3 Allan Fifield aasan 2.0 
4. Dwight Williams ................. 2.0 
5. Andy Swanson .................... 2.0 
6. Dr. Hank Green ................. |.5 
f ADOT AIG, VMUCOX sarro nanan: L3 
EPI EDEIGO annckeninsne |.O 
9, Richard Lacy ... asma 0 
HS RNAS a eure: 0 
In the youth section, the results were: 
Macebsbtiéks 2s 2.5 
2.iPatao Enrico 1... 2.0 
SuEmily elles beans 1.5 
4. Elizabeth Hicks ....................... 0 


Darren received the fine book San 
Francisco 1995 by Hypermodern Press 
donated by Allan Fifield for first place and 
will be sent a prize check of $10.00. Jacob 
Hicks will receive a prize check of $10 as 
well. First through fourth place will also 
be awarded certificates. 

The second rated quick tournament 
was held April 11th. There were eighteen 
participants, twelve in the Open Swiss sec- 
tion and six in the youth section held in 


Swiss format. The results are as follows: 


|. Vingent EnEFICÓ. csse 3.0 
Z KONIS SDE Ibo uus. 3.0 
Alake Caia 2.0 
dud Cav ise cites 20 
5. Dennis Wajckus ................. 2.0 
6. Von Motschenbacher ...... 1.0 
7. Dr. Hank Green ................. |.O 
GoRIChaPd Bacy as. AN 1.0 
2. PYA ERTIEO UL EA 1.0 
LO DUI DUCK eu detenta Rito |.0 
| |. Derald Wilcox ................. 0.5 
PLAT WERKE TSE eterni 0.5 
In the youth section, the results were: 
Li ASTROS bis side vrbaaisti 3.0 
2o Patick Enrico osa un: 2.0 
SY TACO ERS LU Moda dai. 2.0 
4. Lisa Robonson .................. 1.5 
5; Elizabeth PICKS readers 0.5 
O EUV CES ae a 0 


First through fourth place will be 
awarded certificates. Congratulations to 
Vincent, Louis, and Keith for perfect 
scores! We would like to welcome our two 
newest members: Von Motschenbacher 
and Keith Yost. Thanks for your support. 


Dennis and Marian Wajckus along 
with Allan Fifield assisted Kelton Brewer 
in directing these events. Our special 
thanks are extended to them. We couldn't 
have done it without their training and 
support. Thanks to the Fresno Chess Club 
and the Visalia Chess Club for their dona- 
tions to our club. 


We extend a special thank you to our 
‘out-of-towners’ Andy Swanson, Dwight 
Williams, Dr. Hank Green from Fresno, 
along with Darren Russell and David Gay 
from the Visalia Chess club for their sup- 
port by playing in our event. 


And remember: You cannot win if you 
do not play! 


RE ALL ELLEN ALG T7 mI CN P 
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96 Spring Season 





by Allan Fifield 


Teams of young chessplayers came from as far away as Merced 
and Grover City to play in the three tournaments that comprised 
the 96 spring season for Tulare County Chess for Kids. 


The Porterville event on January 27th attracted 57 kids while 
the March 9th Goshen tournament had 63 young chess fanatics. 
Spring fever cut into attendance at Dinuba on April 13 but 42 
players is a wonderful turnout on a beautiful sunny day. Each 
tournament was a five round Swiss broken into a 7th to 12th 
grade section and a K to 6th grade section. 


As organizer and head TD, I was pleased to watch friendly 
rivalries being formed among the kids. In the 7th to 12 section, 
Alyssa Wright of Merced and Ryan Enrico of Madera traded first 
board last round wins at the Porterville and Goshen events. A 
similar rivalry developed in the K to 6th section with Trung 
Nguyen of Merced and Keith Yost of Fresno facing each other in 
the late rounds of both the Porterville and Goshen events to 
decide first place. Keith and Alyssa won their sections in 
Porterville while Ryan and Trung were victorious at Goshen. 
These four players always attracted a crowd of spectators that 
kept the TDs busy maintaining excellent playing conditions. 


At the Porterville event, team competition was emphasized 
and there were two very different paths to victory. Hoover Inter- 


Porterville Winner’s List 


K through 6th 
Ist 5-0 
2nd  4-| 


Kerth Yost (Fresno) 
Rachell Franco, Trung Nugyen, Jane Kuo 
(all Merced) Angel Gutierrez (Goshen) 


Angel Gutierrez also won Best Goshen trophy 


7th through 12th 
Ist | 5-0 Alyssa Wright (Merced) 
2nd 4-0 Jeremy Cantrell (Porterville) 


Team Competition 
Hoover Intermediate of Merced 
Bartlett JHS of Porterville 
Goshen Elementary School ofVisalia 








Tulare County 
Chess for 








Intense action at Goshen School on March 9th. 
Vincent Steen of Porterville and Alyssa Wright of 
Merced focus on first board. 


mediate School of Merced (coached by Merv Wright) clinched 


first place behind the efforts of ‘Top Guns’ Alyssa Wright and | 


Trung Nguyen. Goshen School (coached by George Webb) used 
the ‘Strength In Numbers’ approach and with 12 players over 
whelmed the other schools to clinch second place. 


While head TD Allan Fifield hid behind the curtains with | 


his ancient computer doing his best Wizard of Oz imitation, as- 
sistant TDs Darren Russell and Kelton Brewer did the real work 
on out the floor. Tournament hosts were Hans Borm in Porterville, 
George Webb at Goshen, and John Akin at Dinuba. 


The success of Tulare County Chess for Kids has been made 


possible by generous donations from the Fresno Chess Club, 
Jostens Printing of Visalia, Kiwanis of Dinuba, Kiwanis of 
Porterville, and Doug Carroll of the Porterville Parks and Recre- 
ation department. And a special salute to our ‘Chief of Security 
third grader Patrick Enrico who has kept an eagle eye on the 
TDs computer and coke at all times! 


And now for some advice for anyone wishing to start a Chess 
for Kids in their own city or county: 


Ask for help! Ask for lots of help! Kiwanis, local PTAs, DARE 
programs, Parks and Recreation departments, and your place of 
employment are good places to start asking. Remember: People 
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The winning team 
from Hoover 
Intermediate School, 
with coach Merv 
Wright at Porterville 
on January 27th. 


like kids and its a lot easier to get donations for kids 
chess than adult chess. 

Use a computer and a pairing program. Swiss-Sys 
seems to be standard for junior events. Practice-prac- 
tice-practice with your pairing program before your 
first kids tournament. Although a laptop computer 
seems to be standard, an old beat up desktop com- 
puter works fine and is less inviting to those with an 
evil heart and to the kids. The head TD should work 
on the computer either behind a curtain on stage or in 
a separate room. Appoint a Chief of Security to keep 
the kids away from the TD and to keep an eye on the 
pairing computer. 

Have everyone fill out the same entry form and 
draft a couple of parents to monitor this. Have a sepa- 


Winner’s List 
Goshen and Dinuba 


K through 6th, Goshen 
Ist 5-0 Trung Nguyen (Merced) 
2nd 4-| Keith Yost (Fresno), Jody Juan 
(Earlimart), Richard Loza 
(Goshen) 


Best K through 3rd, Goshen 
Jacob Hicks (Madera) 


Richard Loza also won the Best Goshen 
Oscar Estrada won the trophy for Best Dinuba 


7th through 12th, Goshen 
Ist 5-0 Ryan Enrico (Madera) 
2nd 4-| ~~ Raul Samora (Porterville), Eric 
Trott (Strathmore), Vincent Steen 
(Porterville) 


K through 6th, Dinuba 
It 5-0 Keith Yost (Fresno) 
2nd 4-| Daniel Soto (Fresno), Jody Juan 
(Earlimart), Irish Edwards & 
Rueben Avalos (Goshen) 








rate person take the money. Appoint a second Chief of Security to main- 
tain order around the money-man. 


Take a roll call before pairing the first round—after all, these are kids 
and someone somewhere everytime has gotten overlooked or misplaced. 


Have drawings before every round and hand out lots of door prizes. 
The one dollar USCF 101 Questions on Chess book and the 75 cents 
paper roll up boards are the ultimate door prizes. Set up a demo board in 
the corner and dragoon a chessplaying adult to run a Chess School for 
tournament novices. 


Bring lots of trophies! Whenever possible hand out extra trophies 
instead of trying to explain a bizarre USCF tie break system to tired eight 
year olds and anxious parents. If two kids tie for first, then award two 
First Place trophies. A pattern I use for each section is two first place, 
three second place, and four third place trophies. Any unused trophies 
can be recycled at the next tournament. Use performance rating of the 
opposition as the single tie-break system. 


Bring lots of 25 cent ribbons that read ‘Official’ or ‘Staff’. Pin these 
ribbons on every adult chessplayer too slow to avoid you and you now 
have ‘instant’ TDs. 


Relax! Talk to the parents. Smile! Watch the kids play. And have 
some fun yourself... 


The Tulare County Chess For Kids Fall 96 season will start this up- 
coming October in Three Rivers. Contact Allan Fifield at 209-734-2784 
for additional information on Tulare County Chess for Kids. 


Fresno Spring Quad 


In a record turnout for a one day 
event in Fresno, twenty eight 
chessplayers crossed swords at the 
Education Center of St. Agnes Hos- 
pital on April 20th. Nearly one-third 
of the contestants came from the 
newly formed Madera Chess Club. 
The players were divided into two 
quads and one 20-player three 
round Swiss section. Artak Akopian 
(2396) won the top quad with his 
customary 3-0 score while Atrak's 
father, Telman Akopian (1800), and 
Louis Spate (1644) tied for first 


place in the second quad with 2-1 
scores. 

The hard fought Swiss section 
was won by Vincent Enrico (1242) 
and Albert Martinez (1488) who 
shared first place honors with per- 
fect 3-0 scores. The tournament was 
directed by Dennis and Marian 
Wajckus. The Fresno Chess Club is 
now looking forward to a record 
turn-out at the upcoming $2000 
16th Annual San Joaquin Champi- 
onship on May 18th and 19th. 

—Allan Fifield 
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LERA Games 


Continued from page 8 
Akopian continued with 5.Qe2. 


5...d5 6.Bd3 Be7 7.0-0 Bg4!? 8.Rel 

RK 8.c4 might be a better test of Black’s 
move order. The game continuation leads 
to a transposition back to main lines. 
8...Nc6 9.c3 

VB Berger’s Variation. 
9...f5 10.Be2? 

RK This retreat not only loses time, but 
also hands the initiative over to Black. 
More common is 10.Qb3 or Nbd2. 

VB Apparently White didn’t want to play 
aggressively as 10.Be2 puts the bishop on 
a passive square. 

10...0-0 

VB The book line gives 10...Qd6 with 
Black having a slight advantage. 
11.c4 Bd6 12.83? 





VB If 12.ed5 Bf3 13.Bf3 Bh2!+ 14.Kh2 
(14.Kf1 Oh4) Oh4 15.Kg1 Of2 16.Kh2 Nd4 
17.Nd2 Rf6 18.Ne4 fe4 19.Be4(19.Re4 
Nf3+)Rf4 and wins. I think 12.Nbd2 was a 
bit stronger. 

RK An ugly move, creating weaknesses 
in front of the King without attenuating 
Black’s growing initiative. Relatively best 
was 12.Nc3. Now if Black tries to cash in 
immediately with 12...Bxf3 13 Bxf3 Bxh2+ 
14.Kxh2 Qh4+ 15.Kg1 Oxf2+ 16.Kh2, he 
has nothing better than to take a draw by 
perpetual check. Attempts to continue the 
attack may backfire since it is hard for 
Black to bring up additional reinforce- 
ments faster than White. If this line doesn’t 
appeal, then either 12.Nbd2 or Rf1!? are 
also possible. 


12...f4 


VB Black continues to attack as White’s 
queenside pieces are not yet developed. 

RK Black has a decisive advantage, but 
time is not his ally. Therefore he correctly 
hastens to crack open the kingside instead 
of stopping to defend the d-pawn. 


13.cd 
VB Best seems to be 13.Nc3. 


18 


RK Ignoring the threats, but there is 
nothing better. 


13...fg 14.fg 





14...Bxg3! 


VB Ripping apart White's king shelter and 
after the subsequent capturing undermines 
the support of the f3-knight. 

RK A nice destruction sacrifice. Black 
does not have to calculate the combina- 
tion to mate. It is only necessary to see 
that White’s King will soon be stripped of 
protective cover, and the remaining re- 
serves can be brought up quickly for the 
kill. 


15.hg Nxg3 16.de 


VB There is nothing else. If 16.Nbd2 Ne2 
17.Qe2 Nd4 wins. If 16.Re2 Qd5 wins. 

Against 16.Nh2 Qd5 closes the curtains 
on White. 


16...Nxe2+ 17.Qxe2 Bxf3 18.Qe6+ 


VB If 18.Q0f2 Be6 does the trick while 
18.Qh2 loses to Qd4 and Q4. 


18...Kh8 19.Bh6 


VB If 19.Qh3 then Qd4, Qb2, and Bc6 is 
sufficient compensation. Against 19.Be3 I 
had planned Qh4 winning. 

RK A clever cheapo, trying to reach an 
ending with some drawing chances. Now 
if Black goes for the instant win, with 
19...Qh4? then 20.Bxg7+ Kxg7 21.Qe7+ 
Oxe7 22.Rxe7 Kf6 23.cb results in a play- 
able ending for White. The obvious look- 
ing 19.gh?! is also a win though there are 
some technical difficulties after 20.Qe5+ 
and 21.cb. 


19...Qxd4+ 20.Re3 gh 


VB Faster was 20...Qb2 threatening 
QOs2# and Qal. 

RK A minor slip up; 20...Bxc6 threaten- 
ing a multitude of mates and 21...Rae8 
would have tendered resignation. Now 
White has an opportunity to extend the 
game by forcing an ending. His prospects 
for saving the game are still quite dismal. 


21.Qe5+ Qxe5 22.Rxe5 Bxc6 23.Nd2 
Rg8+ 

VB Once again there was a quicker way. 
23...Rf4 would win. 








24.Kf1 Raf8+ 25.Ke2 Rg2+ 26.Ke3 Rff2 
21.Nc4 b5 28.Rc5? Rf3+ 29.Kd4 Rg4+ 
30.Ke5 Re4 mate. 
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Paul Liebhaber-Gennadiy Reznikoy 
Dutch Defense [ A80 ] 
(Expert Section Brillancy Prize) 
Notes by Koepcke 


1.d4 f5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.h3 


The dubious plan of h3 and £4 is bette, 
executed with the Knight on $1. Otherwise 
this is just a loss of tempo. 


3...e6 4.Bf4 Be7 5.e3 0-0 6.Bd3 Ne4 


Probably not best. The standard Dutch 
plan of 6...d6 7.0-0 Nc6 followed by Qeg, 
Bd8 and e5 looks especially dangerous here 
since the Pawn advance hits the opposing 
pieces. The alternative idea of consolidat. 
ing Black’s hold on e4 by b6 and Bb? s 
also good because the counter thrust d5i; 
not available to White. 


7.0-0 d6 8.Nbd2 d5? 


Turning the game on its head. Now White 
is significantly better because his minor 
pieces are better placed for this Pawn con- 
figuration. In contrast, Black’s only active 
piece, the Knight at e4, can be removed 
from its perch quite easily. 8.Nxd2 fol- 
lowed by the plan outlined above would 
have been a better choice. i 


9.Ne5 Nd7 10.f3 


This planned expansion in the center can 
be quite effective if Black does not havea | 
well timed c5 to disrupt it. Also strong is 
Qc2, followed by Rb1 and b4—b5. 


10.Nxe5 11.Bxe5 Nd6 12.Qe2 Qe8 
13.Rael Bf6 14.e4 de 


Opening the center while under devel: 
oped looks suicidal, but what else can 
Black do? Attempts to hold fast with 
14...c6 or Bd7 run into 15.Bxf6 gf 16.d 


~~ 


and 14...Bxe5 15.de Nf7 16.ef ef 17.e6% | 


not much fun either. 


15.fe Bxe5 16.de Nxe4 17.Nxe4 f3 
18.Qxe4 g6 19.Rxf8+ 


Removing an important defender. 
19.Rf6!? is also playable. 


19...0xfS 20.Rf1 Qe7 


Grimly trying to hold on. Black could also 
try to get tricky with 20...0c5« 21.Khl 
Bd7 and now 22.Qxb7? Bc6 23.Qb3 Qxé 
is fine for Black. Unfortunately White has 
21.b4! Qd5 22.Qf4 Bc6 23.Qf3+ Kh’ 
24.Q0f6+ Kg8 25.Rf3 when Black has no rea 
sonable defense to the threatened 26.Bx£6. 

Continued on page 28 
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Ualter Crowne Aunatates 


W. Browne-S. Mikhailuk 
Westen States 
Tarrasch Defense, D32/I | 


1.4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 c5 
4.cxd5 exd5 5.Nf3 Nc6 
6.Bg5!? 

Unusual in this position, but 
6.63-c4 leads to the complex 
Swedish line. The text will in- 
sure a slight edge for many 
moves. 
6...Be? 

If 6...f6 7.Bf4 Nge7 8.dc5 or 
8.h4 are fine. 


7.Bxe7 Ngxe7 8.dxc5 

8.23 Ob6 9.de5 Qb2 10.Na4 
Qb4 was annoying. 
8...Qa5 9.Rc1 0-0 10.e3 
Qxc5 11.Be2 

I briefly considered 11.Bd3 as 
my knight can’t be pinned; yet 
I'd lose control of the d4- 
square. 
11...Bg4 12.0-0 

12.Nd4 Be2 13.Nce2 Qb4 
14.0d2 Qd2 15.Kd2 Rac8 and 
although white is better, I felt 
it would be too easy to hold. 


Wolff's Open Letter 


Continued from page 10 


about the long-term growth of 
the event. In 1992, the prize 
fund of the U.S. championship 
was $30,000. In 1993, the USCF 
made a deal with Interplay, a 
software corporation, to sponsor 
the next three U.S. Champion- 
ships. Not only did the prize 
fund go down—to $25,000—but 
in the two years in which I 
played (1993 and 1995), the 
publicity was very low, and it 
was “business as usual”. Cer- 
tainly there was no improve- 
ment in the U.S. Championship 
in any way. 

3. It will take a real invest- 
ment from the USCF to make 
this work. That means it will 
take the full-time efforts of some 
good people, and a marked in- 
crease in the money budgeted 
to the event. I am not just talk- 
ing about the prize fund, but also 
about publicity, staging the 
event, getting a good site, and 
so forth. 

4. We must be flexible and 
creative, but we must also be 
disciplined in our commitment. 
Let me explain what I mean by 
that last sentence. 


Being flexible and creative 


means thinking about all sorts 
of different idea. Here is one dif- 
ferent idea: why do we have a 
national “classical” chess cham- 
pionship, but we do not have a 
national “active” chess champi- 
onship? Such an event might be 
more marketable than classical 
chess (or at least marketable In 
a different way). It could be 
modeled after the PCA Grand 
Prix tournaments. It would have 
to be just as prestigious as our 
regular championship, so we 
would invite the top sixteen 
players to compete. Maybe if we 
put some serious effort and re- 
sources into such an event, it 
would be an even better way to 
promote the USCF in particular, 
and chess in general. 


But being disciplined in our 
commitment means that once 
we chose our goal, we do not 
swerve from it. The primary goal 
is to promote the USCF by pro- 
moting professional chess via 
the title that only the USCF can 
confer: U.S. champion. Once we 
choose the way to work towards 
that goal we must not be dis- 
tracted by entertaining more 
and more fantastic ideas every 
year. It is too easy to get lost in 





11...Rfd8 13.Na4!? 


13.Nd4 Nd4? 14.ed Be2 
15.de5 Bd1 16.Rfd1 d4 (16...a6 
17.Na4!) 17.Nb5 with a supe- 
rior position. 
13...Qd6 


13...Qa5?! 14.a3? d4! 15.ed4 
(15.Nd4 Be2 -+) Bf3 16.Bf3 
Rd4—+. 
14.Nc5 Qf6! 

Early in the morning, I only 
considered 14...Rab8 15.Qa4 
Bh5 16.Rfd1 with an edge. 
Black finds the right response 
in three minutes! 


15.b3 


15.Nb7 Rdb8 16.Ne5 Rb2— 
intending d4—favors black. 


15...b6 16.Nd3 Rd6 


16...d4 is premature, as I can 
reply 17.e4 Q$6 19.Nfe5! with 
superior chances. 


17.Nd4 


Necessary because of 17.Qd2 
Re8 18.Rfd1 Nf5 with the idea 
of d4. 


fantasies of amazing chess 
events, and by getting lost in the 
fantasies to end up not working 
towards one clear goal. First we 
must set our goal, then we must 
work towards its success with- 
out distraction. 


I am happy to be able to re- 
port that there is one piece of 
good news that suggests that real 
change is possible. Immediately 
after the U.S. Championship, 
policy board member Fred 
Gruenberg contacted the 
Riviera Hotel in Las Vegas and 
began negotiations for the 1997 
U.S. Championship. One and a 
half months later, he told me 
that he is very close to finaliz- 
ing a deal whereby the players 
will compete for a $100,000 
prize fund! 

Unlike in previous events, the 
players will have to pay their 
own expenses, but the Riviera 


17...Bxe2 18.Nxe2 Ng6 
19.b4! 
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This was an important mo- 
ment, as I had to guage my 
opponent’s attacking chances 
whilst settling on how to tackle 
the queenside. 


19...a6 20.a4 h6 21.b5 axb5 
22.axb5 Nce7?! 


22...Nce5 23.Ne5 Ne5 24.Nd4 
Nc4 25.Ral and although we've 
traded squares, black is more 
vulnerable. 


23.Nb4! Nh4! 24.Q0d4! 
If 24.Nd4 Qg6 25.83 Qe4-+. 
24...085 25.Ng3 
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Continued on page 28 


will have $20 room rates, and 
will provide some free food to 
the players. Fred told me that 
he expects the Grandmasters 
should net twice as much 
money from their efforts in 1997 
compared to 1995. 


If that is true, then I think of 
the potential. A $100,000 prize 
fund in Las Vegas, and almost 
two years to prepare. Think of 
the rewards the USCF could de- 
rive from properly promoting 
this event, and building it up 
over the next several years! Fred 
Gruenberg has a very impres- 
sive track record of holding su- 
perb tournaments. He is a man 
of energy and imagination. Per- 
haps his efforts will galvanize all 
of us, and particularly those who 
run the USCF, to revolutionize 
the way we run our national 
championship. We have cheated 
ourselves for too long. 
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Kasparov versus Anand: The Inside Story of the 1995 World C, 
Championship Match is the definitive account of one of the most antic 
world title matches in chess history. Challenger Viswanathan Anand was in the lea; 
nine games at the top of New York's World Trade Center, but champion Garry Kay, 
mounted a ferocious comeback to retain his crown. 


In addition to complete descriptions and analyses of all the match games, Kasy 
versus Anand includes comprehensive background on both players and authori 
coverage of events before and during the match. With 32 photographs, 2 illustrat, 
tables, 107 diagrams, and 90 supplemental games in 192 pages, this book is at on 
valuable record, an instructive textbook, and a candid, entertaining account of chy 
the top. The design features figurine algebraic notation, color cover, sewn signat; 
versus Anand and a heavy cover stock. Kasparov versus Anand is sure to become a chy 


| | EE modern chess literature. 
The Inside Story of the 1995 World 
md ud Patrick Wolff, international grandmaster and two-time U.S. chess champion, helpe! 


prepare Anand for his challenge and was one of his key assistants during the mat, 
Anand’s longtime friend and trainer, Wolff adds a unique perspective to his trade, 
sincere, personal reporting and precise, in-depth analysis. 


RUE 
eh Re aL d 





Available now for $20.00, including shipping in the U.S.A. 


———— HR — —— n — À— áÀ E MEC 
American Chess Journal, winner of 21 awards from the Chess Journalists of America for its first two issues, is bad 
its third issue—another 128-page paperback book of the best chess analysis, writing, and illustration in the world, Is; 
includes Robert Hübner's detailed analysis of Anderssen's Immortal Game, Mark Dvoretsky on Capablanca-Alekhine (New! 
1924), a survey of chess rating systems, and a study of chess themes in the fiction of Vladimir Nabokov, plus 29 pages ofr; 
and reviews. Edited by Christopher Chabris, Timothy | 
Hanke, and Patrick Wolff. Stock is running low but cop- 
ies are still available of Issue | (featuring Wolff on the 
Anand-lvanchuk match, Hanke on “Finding Bobby Fis- 
cher” in Yugoslavia, and Hanon Russell on New York 
1927) and Issue 2 (with a profile of Mark Dvoretsky, an 
essay by Boris Gulko, and a U.S. championship diary by 
Wolff). All three issues are available now for $12.00 each, 
including shipping in the U.S.A. American Chess Jour- 
nal: “A real treat ... | kept reading without a pause or 
anything on my mind" (Chess Mate); "Major articles of 
historic significance ...a showpiece" (WorcesterTelegram). 








Also available now: The revised fourth edition of Mikhail Tal's superlative Tal-Botvinnik 1960 Match for the World Ch: 
Championship, newly retranslated by Hanon W. Russell and published by Russell Enterprises, Inc. for the 60th anniversyy 
Tal's birth. Regarded since its first appearance as an all-time classic.“One of the masterpieces of the golden age of annotati, 
simply the best book written about a world championship match by a contestant” (Andy Soltis). Paperback, 224 pages, algeti 
notation, with diagrams, photographs, and other illustrations. Available from us for $20.00, including shipping in the U.S.A. 


exc i -— e uM ds ded MIN RES nal des Mon» GN Grex MuiD Mis am M. di Au apa mE eC mes Cael d Daum ares E cn Eo 


Prices include shipping by U.S. Postal Service book rate. For shipping outside th 
| Name U.S.A., add $1.00/copy for surface mail or $5.00/copy for airmail. All orders must} 
CO  - paid in advance in U.S. funds drawn on a U.S. bank, by check, money order, or Amei 
i Address can Express (you may also order by telephone or email if using American Express) 


| Kasparov versus Anand copies x $20.00/copy = $____— 
| City, State, ZIP Tal-Botvinnik 1960 copies x $20.00/copy = $__— 
| Country American Chess Journal #1 copies xX $12.00/copy = $__— 
| American Chess Journal #2 copies x $12.00/copy = $ |. — 

. . American Chess Journal #3 copies x $12.00/copy $ | — 
| HEj Publications 7 Poe Mie 


Shipping (foreign): 
P.O. Box 382967 * Harvard Square Station « Cambridge, MA 02238-2967 USA pping (foreign): $ _____ 


2 -617-491-0706 * Fax: 1-617-491-9570 * Email: pub@h3.org » Web: http://www.h3.org/h3/pub Tota: $ | — 
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Kasparov versus Anand 


The Inside Story of the 1995 World Chess Championship 
Match, by Patrick Wolff, H3 Publications (see accompa- 
nying advertisement) 


Reviewed by Tom Dorsch 


The concept is an excellent one, to have a second tell the inside 
story of such a historical match, and, in this case, the execution 
matches the concept. The new entity H3 Publications meets the 
high standards set by the American Chess Journal for produc- 
tion quality. This is no surprise, because it is the same cast of 
characters who were behind both projects. 


Wolff not only analyzes the games in depth, but provides a 
detailed account of the World Championship’s long history. Wolffs 
analysis is much more detailed than one might expect, and rep- 
resents more of a peak into the laboratory of a top Grandmaster 
than anything else. 


The reader gets the sense that Wolff is doing this work for 
himself, for his own personal improvement, rather than for the 
public at large. Nevertheless, because the work has been pub- 
lished, we are afforded this rare insight into a Grandmaster hard 
at work on his game. 


Even if you can't follow Wolff's annotations along in your 
head—I certainly couldn’t—you can profit by the huge amount 
of background material provided in this book. Wolff writes what 
he thinks and this results in an entertaining and instructive piece 
of work. 


Worth the Wait 


American Chess Journal Number 3 (See accompanying 
advertisement) 


Reviewed by FM James Eade 


Good things come to those who wait, and in this case, wait and 
wait. The third volume of the American Chess Journal (ACJ) 
has finally arrived and it is very good indeed. Christopher 
Chabris, the editor in chief, informs me that the ACJ will no 
longer be published in serial form and all remaining subscrip- 
tion moneys have been returned. 


This strikes me as an excellent decision. The now three vol- 
ume ACJ series has produced some of the finest scholarly work 
of our time. There is no sense in rushing this kind of material in 
order to meet deadlines. It is much better to develop the mate- 


Book Reviews 


rial properly, and publish when ready, rather than to rush to get 
into print. The ACJ is making a contribution to chess history 
and should be judged by those standards alone. 


The third volume features the usual high quality produc- 
tion and outstanding contributions from multiple sources. It may 
not quite have the appeal that the first two volumes had, but it is 
still well worth owning. If you have an interest in the mechanics 
of the rating system, then you will be overjoyed by most thor- 
ough treatment of this topic I’ve ever seen. If you are not inter- 
ested in this, then you will flip through more than forty mind 
numbingly boring pages. This is a big part of the book. 


Whatever your feelings about rating systems, however, you 
are certain to enjoy the feature article by Robert Hiibner, on the 
Immortal game. I’ve never seen anything like it. Hiibner takes 
us through the long history of mistaken analysis on this, one of 
the most famous games of all time, between Anderssen and 
Kieseritzky. It was fascinating to be shown how errors in analy- 
sis were simply propagated over time. The purchase was worth 
it for this article alone. 


There is more to the book than what I’ve mentioned so far, 
however, and ACJ readers will be treated to more Dvoretsky, 
literature and film reviews, all of which are first rate, and book 
reviews that may be unparalleled. With the above caveat about 
the rating system article, this is very highly recommended. 


Lucky (Category) 13 


San Francisco 1995, by James Eade, annotations by Nick 
deFirmian, Hypermodern Press 


Reviewed by IM John Donaldson 


The only thing rarer than strong Grandmaster round-rob- 
ins in the United States, is books about them. Excluding some 
recent U.S. Championships, the number of high level round-rob- 
ins played in this country in the last 40-odd years can be counted 
without resorting to one’s toes: Dallas 1957, the two Piatigorsky 
Cups, San Antonio 1972, Chicago 1982, the 1993 Hudson Inter- 
national, and three events in San Francisco. 


The first of these, the 1987 Pan-Pacific, almcst made it to 
Category 11 (2496). The second, held four years later, made it 
to Category 12 (2528). The third in the series, played last Feb- 
ruary, was a Category 13 (2552), and featured a number of no- 
table firsts including being the first U.S. event for Women's World 
Champion Xie Jun and English GM John Nunn. It's also the sub- 
ject of a recently released book by NM James Eade. 

Continued on page 24 
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Behind the Scenes at the 
CalChess Scholastic 


A look at the humorous side of directing a youth tournament 


I am compulsive organizer. I try to pre- 
pare for any eventuality, but Murphy’s Law 
prevails, “If something can go wrong it 
will.” On Friday night, half way through 
our setting up for the next day’s competi- 
tion, the lights in the playing hall blew. I 
was told that the generator broke. The 
hotel’s general manager informed us that 
they could not repair the generator for four 
days and that meant no air-conditioning 
or lights for the next two days. He offered 
to give us our money back. Keith Mehl, 
Head TD, and I calmly explained that we 
could not send almost 486 children home. 
For the next four hours, the general man- 
ager called other hotels and halls in San 
Francisco asking for space. Ha! Our calm 
exteriors began to show signs of extreme 
tension. I began to shake. Finally, we con- 
vinced the GM that we would have to take 
our chances that the sun would produce 
enough light in the playing area. We in- 
sisted he rent halogen lights and fans. De- 
spite predictions of rain, the sun did shine 
the next day and we had plenty of light. I 
guess the goddess of chess favored us. The 
air-conditioning turned out to be on a dif- 
ferent electrical system. 


A light side of the event came about 


when some members of a mystic-type re- 
ligious group sharing the convention space 
with us complained to a TD about the noise 
some of our young people made as they 
walked-ran through their exhibits. The TD 
suggested they try to be mellow. I decided 
not to complain about the chanting and 
the smell of incense that permeated the 
convention area. No, I was not mellow. By 
this time I had become numb. 


A negative aspect of holding a scho- 
lastic tournament in a hotel is the lack of 
a playground for the children. But young 
people are resourceful. At every scholas- 
tic national I have attended, the elevators 
become the playground of choice. The 
Cathedral Hill Hotel’s elevators were no ex- 
ception. After security complained, I 
posted parents at the elevator doors. This 
helped a bit. I must admit that I found it 
amusing when Carolyn Withgitt, TD, in- 
formed me that the children the security 
stopped in front of her belonged to mem- 
bers of the religious sect sharing the hotel 
space. 


Children and parents found the stair- 
cases to be more convenient than the el- 
evators. Two floors separated the two play- 





ing sites. A herd of people jammed the 
staircases going from one hall to the other 
The elevators were too slow, probably due 
to the kids pushing the buttons for each 
floor. I assigned the kindergarten through 
third grade divisions to the upper site. The 
room, which sat around 200 players, was 
in a glass enclosure on a large outdoor pa. 
tio. Because of the size of the tournament 
I had to bar coaches and parents from the 
playing areas. I must admit that I do not 
envy the hotel's window washing staff. Par. 
ents’ and coaches’ faces pressed against the 
glass trying to view their childrens’ games, 
I suggest a fish bowl style enclosure for any 
scholastic tournament. Parents can relieve 
some of their anxieties about the games 


and the children can laugh at the flattened 


noses and lips of their parents. 


Of course, every scholastic tourna. 
ment director must deal with the few par. 
ents or coaches who insist that everyone, 
including the tournament director is 
cheating. We learn over the years of di- 
recting tournaments that the complaining 
parties are the individuals we need to 
watch the closest. Near the end of the first 
day’s competition, one mother, whom | 
believe cornered every tournament direc- 
tor about her son’s opponents cheating, 
burst into the tournament hall. She had 
been watching her son’s game through the 
looking glass. She believed she had proof 
of the other player's cheating. It turned out 
that the mother did not know the en 
passant rule. 


Oh well, so it $oes. There are a thou 
sand stories out there at the big scholastic 
events. 

—Alan M. Kirshner 





33.Kd4 b4 34.Rb1 Rb8 35.e4 a3 
36.Rb3 Ra5 37.exd5 Rxd5+ 
38.Ke4 Rd1 39.h4 c5 40.Rc2 c4 
41.Rxe4 a2 42.Rexb4 Rxb4+ 
43.Rxb4 al1Q 44.Rb7 Qd4+ 
45.Kf3 Qd5+ 46.Ke2 Qd3 mate 


Scholastic Games 


Continued from page 3 


18.Bd2 Rfe8 19.Bb4 a5 20.Be5 
Rad8 21.Ne6 Rd5 22.Be7 Bhs 
23.Qe4 Bxf1 24.Kxf1 Nxe! 
25.Rel Qxf2 mate 0-1 


E.J. Schloss—Saurabh Sanghvi 


0-1 


Carisma Reyes-Albert Wu 
Round | UNR. 1006 
[A22] 
1.e4 e5 2.Ne3 NÍ6 3.83 d5 
4.exd5 Nxd5 5.e3 Bb4 6.Bg2 c6 
7.43 Ba5 8.Nge2 Bg4 9.Nxd5 
exd5 10.0-0 0-0 11.b4 Bb6 
12.Re1 Ne6 13.Qb3 d4 14.0d5 
Be6 15.0xd8 Raxd8 16.b5 Na5 
17.Rb1 Be4 18.exd4 exd4 
19.Rb4 Bxe2 20.Rxe2 d3 
21.Rel Rd6 22.a4 Rf6 23.Rf1 
Be5 24.Rb2 Ne4 25.Rb3 Re8 


26.Rxd3 Re2 27.Bxb7 $5 
28.Bd5 Bxf2+ 29.Kg2 Bd4+ 
30.Kh3 Rh6+ 31.Kg4 NeS+ 
32.Kf5 Nxd3 33.Kxg5 Rg6+ 
34.Kh4 Rxh2 mate 0-1 


Akash Deb-Richard Barbaria 
Round | 11100931 
[A00] 
1.b4 e5 2.a3 d5 3.Bb2 Bd6 4.f4 
f6 5.Nf3 e4 6.N$5 Bxf4 7.h4 a6 
8.e3 Bx$5 9.hx$5 Nc6 10.86 h6 
11.d3 Bf5 12.Qh5 Nge7 13.Bxf6 
Bxg6 14.Bxe7 Nxe7 15.Qe5 0- 
0 16.Nd2 Nc6 17.Qe6+ Bf7 
18.0g4 Ne5 19.Q83 Qf6 


20.dxe4 dxe4 21.Nxe4 Nf3+ 
22.gxf3 Qxal+ 23.Kf2 Rae8 
24.Rg1 Qxa3 25.Qx£7 mate 1- 
0 


Chris Howland- 

Jayodita Sanghvi 

Round 3 0475 0399 

[C64] 

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Ne6 3.Nc3 Be5 
4.Bb5 a6 5.Bxc6 bxc6 6.Na4 d6 
7.Nxc5 dxe5 8.Nxe5 Be6 
9.Nxc6 Qd6 10.Na5 Nf6 11.Nb7 
Qc6 12.Na5 Qxe4+ 13.Qe2 
Qx¢2 14.Rf1 Qxh2 15.Nc6 0-0 
16.Ne7+ Kh8 17.d4 cxd4 


Round | 1007 0787 
[D15] 


1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.NB 


Bg4 5.Bf4 e6 6.Bg5 Bxf3 Tex) -— 


Bb4 8.433 Bxe34 9.bxc3 h6 
10.Bxf6 Qxf6 11.Rbl1 Qe 
12.Qb3 b6 13.c5 Nd7 14.cxb6 
axb6 15.c4 c5 16.dxc5 bxó 
17.Be2 Rb8 18.Qd1 Rxb! 
19.Qxb1 0-0 20.cxd5 exdd 
21.a4 Rb8 22.Qal d4 23.a5 Reb 
24.Qd1 Ne5 25.0-0 Rb8 26.Rel 
Rb2 27.Be4 Qh4 28.g3 Nxi3+ 
29.Qxf3 Qh3 30.Qxf7+ Khi 
31.Bd3+ Kh8 32.Re8 mate 1+! 
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Evans on Chess 


torm Over Baghdad 


by Larry Evans 


Politics and sport don’t mix too well. 
Even the royal game is a pawn in the larger 
game of geopolitics. 


Bobby Fischer, 53, the greatest player 
America ever produced, holed up in 
Budapest after the United States indicted 
him for violating its embargo on Yugosla- 
via by his $5 million match with Boris 
Spassky in 1992. His offense wasn't going 
there but getting paid. 


Will history repeat itself? 


American challenger Gata Kamsky 
met with a nasty surprise when FIDE gave 
the nod to a $2 million bid from Iraq to 
host its title match with Anatoly Karpov 
in Baghdad on June 1. Although FIDE in- 
sisted sporting events don’t violate UN 
sanctions on Iraq, a universal storm of 
protest swiftly erupted. 


“Instead of feeding his people Saddam 
Hussein is going to host a bunch of chess 
érandmasters," huffed a State Department 
spokesman, who hinted that Kamsky can't 
return if he wins money there. 


Kamsky defected from Russia in 1989 
and is not yet an American citizen. To 
pursue his dream of capturing the FIDE 
championship, must he defy his adopted 
country ? 


Gary Kasparov, the real champ who 


Evans: How did you feel when you learned Saddam 
Hussein would be hosting your title match in Baghdad? 


Kamsky: You'll have to ask my father. 


is undefeated at the board, blasted FIDE’s 
decision as “a crime against chess.” In- 
side Chess stated bluntly: “Iraq is simply 
out of the question. While no one knows 
where all of this might lead, clearly the 
chess world and everyone in it are the los- 


» 


ers. 


The Russian Chess Federation also 
denounced the site: ^We find it completely 
immoral despite the size of the prize or 
what Saddam Hussein wears at the open- 
ing ceremony. It disgraces all who take 
part in it.” 


Observers compared it to Hitler host- 
ing the Olympics in 1936. Many nations 
including Iceland and Israel threatened to 
pull out of the world chess body, whose 
future looks bleak. 


Polite requests by the U.S. Chess Fed- 
eration for a change of venue were ignored. 
A lonely dissent came from the patron of 
an international tourney in San Francisco 
last year: “Hey, Americans, wake up! If 


you don't like it, put up funds to hold the 
match here! As someone who spends a lot 
of money to bring topflight chess to 
America, I can only say it's hypocritical 
for a country with our resources to take 
offense at another country's efforts to 
sponsor chess events because of this or 
that fault in their society." 


The saddest part of the story is that 
FIDE sabotaged other bids for over a year. 
Cynics wonder if it was a gambit by 
Karpov, 45, to duck his 21-year-old con- 
tender. “If our match helps bring peace to 
the region, let us take this first step,” he 
cooed. 


To stifle criticism both players were 
coaxed into pledging 25% of the purse to 
Iraqi children, who are presumably vic- 
tims of American aggression. This reduces 
the prize to $1.5 million. 


While scrambling to find another 
sponsor, FIDE submitted the issue to the 
United Nations. 


Reprinted courtesty of Larry Evans’s syndicated newspaper column. 





State Scholastic Championship 


Continued from page 4 


large number of letters and e-mail notes I 
received praising the tournament, I feel 
satisfied that I met my goal of providing a 
successful mini-national. 


I would not be surprised if 600 play- 
ers show up for next year’s tournament. I 
anticipate that the tournament will be held 
the traditional last weekend in March. I 
would like to see a separate Kindergarten 
Division as in the Nationals. I would pro- 


pose that special Club trophies be added 
to the School Team trophy. Players could 
only compete for registered USCF Clubs 
and only if their school did not have three 
individuals attending the tournament. 


If the site for the tournament is a ho- 
tel, it must have enough space, inside and 
outside, for the children to let off steam 
between the rounds. A room needs to be 
set aside on Saturday for a coaches’ meet- 


ing. 





Tom Dorsch (sponsor) and Alan 
Kirschner (Organizer) 
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Book Reviews 


Continued from page 21 


San Francisco 1995 (Hypermodern Press 1995, 147 pages, 
pb, AN, $14.95) is a very nicely produced tournament book. 
Besides being an obligatory record of the event by giving all the 
games and the final crosstable, San Francisco 1995 does a good 
job of giving the reader a feel for what it was like to be at the 
event. 


Eade accomplishes this by not only covering the highlights 
through round by round commentary, but also by giving exten- 
sive player biographies, as well as behind the scenes looks at 
what it took to put it on. Eade should know—he was one of the 
key organizers. 


Annotations to the games are principally by GM Nick 
deFirmian, but also include contributions from Viktor Korchnoi, 
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Robert Hiibner, John Nunn, and Jonathan Tisdall. deFirmian 
who lived for many years in the Bay Area before moving to New 
York, got his degree in Physics from U.C. Berkeley and has many 
ties to the area. He’s helped organize all three events and his 
annotations show his commitment to £o the extra mile for the 
event. 


Not as well known as an annotator as some of his more pro. , 
lific fellow American GMs, deFirmian proves to be a first.ra 
commentator. His notes are highly readable and to the point 
When concrete variations are needed, he doesn’t shirk his duty 
but he also doesn’t overwhelm the reader with columns and gq). 
umns of variations. 


San Francisco 1995 is well produced and includes exc. 
lent photos of all the participants. It's a welcome addition t; 
American chess literature and at the very reasonable price of 
$14.95 deserves to be in every chess player's library. Highly reo. 
ommended. 


Donaldson’s review was first published in Inside Chessand 


is reprinted here with kind permission of ICE. 


Exciting World of 


Regular features include: 





Pal’s Problems by two-time World Championship 
Candidate and world renowned problemist Pal Benko. 
Pal is also a leading expert on the ending on which we 
expect articles in the future. 


World Championship coverage in-depth by GM Ron 
Henley, Karpov's second. 


Jordy Annotates recent victories as the first ten-year- 
old USCF master! 


Dr. Danny Kopec keeps us up to date on humans vs. 
computers and will also tackle the endgame. 


Former U.S. Champion John Grefe annotates $ames 
from international events. 


6-time U.S. Champ Walter Browne covers local, re- 
$ional and international events. 


US: $13 ($10 under 18) 
All Others: $15 
Others under 18: $12 Affiliates $30 


All second class airmail! 
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READERS’ SHOWCASE 


This column is for our readers, and everything included is written by our readers, except notes like this in italics. 
Players of all strengths and experience are encouraged to submit games, either annotated or unannotated. See the 


inside front cover for the address to send your games. Please prov 


ment and your opponent. 


In this issue, we hear from Mel Martinez and Louis Spate. 


Here are my two favorite games from last 
years US Open, played right here in 
Northern California. 


Loal Davis (2340)-Mel Martinez (2190) 
US Open, (Concord) 1995 
Notes by Martinez 


1.d4 Nf6 2.Nc3 

Already out of my opening book! Sad, 
isn't it? 
2...d5 3.e4 Nxe4 


In analyzing after the game, Loal said 
theory regards this move as leading to an 
inferior game for Black. 


4.Nxe4 dxe4 5.Bc4 


Now Black has a small problem. If he 
plays e6 here, he shuts in his c8 bishop. 
If he plays it out to f5, then b7 will be 
very weak. Not wanting to land in a posi- 
tion without any play, I decided here to 
give up the b7 pawn and concentrate on 
developing behind the e4 pawn. 


5...Bf5 6.c3 e6 7.Qb3 Nd7 8.Qxb7 


This looks like the pawn hunting all 
the beginner’s books tell you to avoid, but 
White must get compensation for Black’s 
control of e4. Besides, White isn’t so much 
capturing a pawn as he is weakening the 
White squares, which will sorely miss the 
bishop that was defending them. I hoped 
to hold onto the e-pawn and make use of 
the open b-file. 


8...Bd6 


With the b file now open, the only 
safe place for the White king is on the king 
side. This move hopes to either prevent 


castling there, or at least take advantage 
of it. 


9.Ne2 0-0 10.Be3 Nb6?! 


I wanted to reach the d5 square with 
this knight, but still wanted to keep the 
option open of an f-pawn advance. Loal 
thought Nf6 was the correct route, and 


he may have been right. 
11.Bb3 a5 12.Qc6? 


Black's last two moves were likely in- 
correct, but here White fails to take ad- 
vantage of it. He probably feared his queen 
might be trapped, but 12.N$3 looks very 
strong, maybe even winning. Note that if 
Black’s knight were on f6 then the e4 
would have another strong defender, and 
the knight could still reach d5. This one 
slip costs White the game. 


12...a4 13.Bc2 Nd5 14.Bxa4? 


Now this is the pawn hunting the 
books tell you to avoid. The reason it was 
played is clear; White now has an easily 
winning endgame. The problem is that 
White is still too undeveloped to be chas- 
ing after material. Black gets two open files 
on the queenside, so the White king isn’t 
going there, and there are too many pieces 
trained on the kingside, so the White king 
isn't going there. 


I realized that I now had a lost 
endgame, so I braced myself and was de- 
termined to put him away in the 
middlegame. Normally this wouldn't be a 
pleasant prospect against a player rated 
150 points higher, but Black's position is 
very good, and besides, there was no 
longer any choice. 


14...Rb8 


This file will prove more useful than 
the a-file, and it gets the rook un-en prise 
from the queen on c6. 


15.b4? 


A real lemon. It does get the 
queenside pawns moving, but it also 
causes more weaknesses. We are still in a 
middlegame, after all. I sensed he was run- 
ning out of useful moves. 


15...Bg4 16.h3 Qh4 17.Kd2 Bxe2 
18.Kxe2 


Here Black misses a shot. 18... Rb6 


ide as much detail as possible about the tourna- 


17.Qe4 Bxb4 18.cxb4 Rxb4 19.Qc2 Rxa4 
wins two pawns. However, then Black 
would lose part of his attacking force and 
his pieces would temporarily be out of 
posiiton, so I likely wouldn't have played 
it anyhow. 


18...f5 19.Bd2 Qh5+ 20.Kf1 f4 21.Bb3 
e3 22.Bxd5 


Finally! That knight was sitting on d5 
dominating the whole game from move 
thirteen. Unfortunately, Black has used 
this knight to advance this e- and f-pawns, 
and they now take over the game. 


22...exd5 23:Bel f3 24.84 e2+ 25.Kg1 


I couldn’t believe it! I have never had 
so crushing a position, let alone against a 
player rated over 2300! 


25...Q085 26.c4 Rf4 27.Qxd5+ Qxd5 
28.cxd5 Rxd4 0-1 


Mel Martinez (2190)- 
Roman Levit (2350) 
US Open, (Concord) 1995 
Notes by Martinez 


1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.Nf3 h6 4.d4 g5 
5.h4 Bg7 6.83 d5 


A new move. Well, new to me any- 
how. Now out of my book—hey, I made it 
to move six this time!—I searched for the 
sequence that made the most sense to me. 


7.gxf4 dxe4 8.Ne5 


Here Estrin says this is supposed to 
be clearly better for White. 


8...Nd7 9.hxg5 Nxe5 10.fxe5 h5 


Not knowing about Estrin’s comment, 
I still felt I had the better game, but here 
became worried. I haven’t developed a 
piece, and my kingside is very airy. Strong 
center aside, I was not very comfortable 
with the way the opening had worked out. 
I knew I should probably cuddle up and 
try to develop while defending my weak 


Continued on the next page 
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points, but that was never my 
way. I decided to sacrifice my 
two center pawns in exchange 
for developing my queenside 
and a strong initiative. After all, 
I didn’t play 2.f4 to wimp out. 


11.Nc3!? Bg4 12.Be2 Bxe2 
13.Qxe2 Oxd4 


I didn't really think he 
would take it! 


14.Be3 Qxe5 


I definitely didn't expect 
this! I figured something like 
Qb4 was next. 


15.0-0-0 


Now I am fully developed 
and his king can't castle. But is 
it enough? 


19...Ne4? 


After this, Black doesn't 
have a chance. He had to try 
15...f5. I had planned to play 
simply 16.gxf6, but when Ro- 
man and I analyzed afterward, 
Nxf6 looked fully adequate. In- 
stead Rd5 Qe6 17.Qb5+ is 


tricky, but I think White is win- 
ning. 


16.Rh4 
The move Roman missed. 


16...Rd8 17.Rxe4 Rxd1+ 
18.Qxd1 Qf5 19.Nd5! Be5 
20.Rxe5! Oxe5 21.Nf6+ Qxf6 
22.8xf6 Ns6 23.Bxa7 0 0 
24.Qxh5 1-0 


Louis Spate (1630)- 
Donald Danlag (2040) 
UC Davis Regional Tournament 
Kings Indian Defense 
(by transposition) 


Notes by Allan Fifield 
and Louis Spate 


It’s the old One-Two com- 
bination by Kid Spate as his 
knight dominates the Black 
squares while his queen terror- 
izes the White squares to de- 
liver a 410 point upset KO of 


his opponent. 


1.d4 Nf6 2.e3 g6 3.Bd3 d6 
4.Nf3 Bg7 5.0-0 0-0 6.c4 Nc6 


Beginning as a Colle, we 
now have a Kings Indian. 
White's inclusion of the move 
e3 shuts in his queen bishop 
and should offer Black an easy 
equality. 


7.Nc3 e5?! 
This seems premature. 
8.d5 Ne7 9.h3! 


Denies the Black queen 
bishop its only active post. 


9...Ne8 10.e4 f5 11.Bg5 h6 
12.Bxe7 Qxe7 13.Nh2 f4 
14.b4 Nf6 15.Rc1 g5 16.Be2 
b6 17.Ng4 Qf7 18.c5 bxc5 


As is oft the norm in the 
Kings Indian, Black is pawn 
storming on the White mon- 
arch while White is trying to 
soften up the Black queenside 
pawns. If Black does not land a 
solid blow on the kingside both 
his queenside and kingside may 
be left with weak squares. 


19.bxe5 Bxg4?! 


Starts a series of ex- 
changes that leaves White with 
the superior minor piece 


20.Bxg4 Nxg$4 21.Qxg4 f3 
22.cxd6 fxg2 23.Qxg2 cxd6 
24.Nb5 Qd7 25.Nc7 Rac8 
26.Ne6 


Domination of the c7-d8- 
f8-67 squares! 





26...Rxc1 27.Rxc1 Rc8 
28.Qf1! Bf6 29.0d1 Kh7 
30.Rxe8 Qxce8 31.Qf3! 


White owns the board a; 
his knight controls all the key 
Black squares while his queen 
roams unopposed on the weak. 
ened White squares near the 
Black king. 


31...Qh8 32.Q£5+ Kgs 


33.0664 B$7 34.Qe8+ Kh7 
35.Qe7 Qg8 36.Qxa7 Kh8 
37.0x$74 

When you have enough to 
win, simplify! 
37...Qx87 38.Nx$7 Kxg7 
39.24 Kf7 


The Black king is outside 
the square formed by a4-e4- 
e8-a8 and can not catch the 
passed pawn. 


40.a5 Ke7 41.26 Kd7 42.27 
Ke7 43.a8Q 1-0 


Send us your games for 
Readers’ Showcase! 


|. Geller—Kapengut 


1. Rd4 Bxd4 2.Bxd4« Qxd4 
3.Nxg6+ hg 4.Qxd4+ Rg7 
(4...Kh7 5.Qh4+ and Qxe7) 
SREI 


2. Gheorghiu-Tratatovici 


1.Bg5 Qxf7 2.exf7 Rxel+ 
3.Rxel Rf8 4. Re8 followed by 
5.Be7 


3. Gulko-Grigorian 


1.Rf8+ Rxf8 2.Qd5+ Kh7 
3.exf8=N+ 


Solutions 


To Test Your Tactics (see facing page) 


4.Gumerov-Araslanov 
1.Rxh6+ gh 2.Qxh6+ Bh7 3.d7 


5.Hennings—Oetzel 


1.Nexf6 Nxf6 2.Re8 Qf7 
(2...Qxe8 3.Oxf6 and 4.Nh6++) 
3.Nxf6 Oxf6 4.Rg8+ and 5.Qxf6 


6.Hennings-Pavlov 


1.Q0d8+ Kg7 2.Q0¢8+ Kxg8 
(2...Kh6 3.Qh8+ Kg6 4.Ne7+) 
3.Ne7+ and 4.Nxf5 and the a- 


pawn queens. 





7.Kislov-Berebesov 


1.Rxg7+ Kxg7 2.Ne6+ de 
3.Rd7+ 


8.Kislov—Viktorov 


1.Bh7+ Kh8 2.Ne6+ fe 
3.Bxd6++ 
9.Klyukin-Gergel 


1.86 fg 2.Rxe6 Qxh4 3.Rxc6+ 
Kb4 4.a3+ Ka4 5.Re4+ be 
6.Bc6++ 


10.Knaak—Postler 
1.f4+ Kxf4 (1...exf4 2.Rd5+ f5 





[2...Kf6 3.854 Ke6 4.Qe8««] 
3.Rxf5+ gxf 4.Qxf5« Kho 
5.Qf6++) 2.Qxf7+ Kg 
(2...Kxe4 3.Qf3++) 3.Qe/+ 








~ 


Kh6 (3...Kf4 4.Qf6+ Kxet } 


5.Qf3++) 4.g5+ Kh5 5.Qxh1+ 
Kx$5 6.Rg3+ 


| |.Kozlovskaya—Cardoza 


1.Qxh7+ Nxh7 2.Rxh7+ Kxh/ 
3.Rh3+ Kg6 (3...Qh5 4.Bxh3) 
4.Bh5+ and 5.Bxf7++ 


I2.Landstetter-Janosh 
1.Be7 Nxe7 2.Rxe6 
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Test Your “Tactics 


qwenty five years ago there was this thing called Fischer fever, which was a little bit like Beatle mania the decade prior. 
They played, people swooned. This issue’s Test Your Tactics, takes us back to the year 1971. Every one of these 
positions occurred in play 25 years ago, but they seem just as alive today. Perhaps that is the magic of chess. These 
positions were culled from The Big Book of Combinations from Hypermodern® Press, edited by Eric Schiller. Answers 
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Continued from page 18 
21.Rf6 c6 22.Qe3 Bd7 
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22...0$7 23 O$5 Be8 defends 
the King but not much else. 


23.Bxg6! 


A decisive break through sac- 
rifice. Strangely enough, its 
practically forced, because an 
indifferent move will allow 
Black time to get his Rook into 
the game. Even after losing the 
a-pawn he will have reasonable 
chances for a draw. 


23...hg 24.Rxg6+ Kf7 
25.Rf6+ 


The direct Qh6 maybe a little 
more accurate. The game con- 
tinuation allows Black the 
chance to get an additional 
pawn for his queen. Still there 
is not much hope for survival 
in this ending, so Black can’t be 
faulted for trying to hold on by 
other means. 


25...Ke8 26.085 Kd8 
27.088+ Be8 


Giving up the Rook for two 
pawns with 27...Kce7 28.Qxa8 
Qc5+ 29.Kh1 Qxe5 followed by 
Oxb2 doesn't change the ulti- 
mate outcome of the game. 


28.Rxc6 Qf7 29.085 Kd7 
30.Rd6+ Ke7 31 e6! Qh5 
32.Rd7+ (the point) Kb6 
33.Qe34 Ka6 34.Rd4 b6 35 
Qa3+ Kb7 36.Qe7+ Ka6 
37.Ra4+ Qa5 38.Rxa5+ and 
White eventually won. 


Jesus Gonzales-Ake Gullmes 
French Defense [C00] 
(C section Brillancy Prize) 
1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.f3? Nf6 


White's previous move trans- 
poses to a rather dubious pawn 
sac 3...de 4.Be3 ete. If this kind 
of game doesn’t appeal to black, 
then 3...c5 should be good for 
dynamic equality. Black’s 


choice of 3...Nf6 isn’t bad ei- 
ther. That’s why most practitio- 
ners of this gambit prefer 3.Be3 
to the game continuation. 


4.B$5 Be7 5.Bxf6 Bxf6 6.e5 
Bh4+ 7.83 Be7 8.c3 Bd7 9.a4 
Nc6? 

This is much too passive. 
9...c5 would have been about 
equal. Now it will be very hard 
to organize effective counter 
play. 
10.Bd3 Na5 11.Nd2 0-0 
12.Qc2 $6 13.h4 f5 14.ef 
Rxf6 (better is Bxf6) 15.h5 
QeS 16.hg hg 





17.Ne4! 


Clearing the way for the 
Queen. 17.Nf1 is the same idea, 
but too slow. 


17...d3 18.Qh2 Rxf3 
19.Qh8+ Kf7 20.Rh7 mate. 


Steve Smithers-Artak 
Akopian 
French Defense [C02] 


1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.e5 c5 4.c3 
Nc6 5.Nf3 Qb6 6.Be2 Nh6 
7.Na3?! exd4 8.cxd4 Bb4+? 


This turns out to be a rather 
subtle mistake. Black can ob- 
tain easy equality with 8...Bxa3 
9.ba Nf5 10.Be3 (White prob- 
ably doesn’t get enough for the 
pawn on 10 0-0 Nfxd4) Nxe3 
11.fe Qa5+. 


9.Kf1 Bxa3 10.bxa3 Nf5 
11.84 

Now the d-pawn is not hang- 
ing because Black can’t use 


Nxf3 to get out of the pin on 
11...Nfxd4? 12.Be3. 


11...Nfe7 12.Kg2 Bd7 
13.Qd3 £5? 


This is far too adventureous. 
Black would have been better 
off finishing his development 
before engaging in the middle 


game. Either 13...Rc8 or 
13...0-0 followed by f6 should 
have been tried. Akopain prob- 
ably felt he had to win this 
game at all costs since he was 
already a point behind the field 
and because there is a 250 
point difference in the players 
respective ratings. 


14.exf6 gxf6 15.Rb1 Qc7 
16.Bh6 Kf7 17.Rhel 


The rook doesn’t seem to 
have much of a future here. It 
should either stay where it’s at, 
or transfer to fl where it cat 
support an attempt to bust 
open the kingside with pawn 
push f4-f5. 


17...Rag8 18.Kf1 Qb8 


Avoiding the trasparent trap, 
18...Rg4? 19.Ne5+ Nxe5 20.de 
when both the queen and the 
rook are under attack. 


19.h3 Rg6 20.Qd2 b6 21.Bf4 
QdS 


Black's pieces are all tied up 
in knots. 
22.Bg3 h5!? 

Lashing out in a desperate 
attempt at counter play. Mon- 
day morning quarterbacks 
would probably preferred Rgg8 
followed continued quite 
manuevering. 


23.Nh4 Rg7 24.gxh5 e5 
25.dxe5 Bxh3+ 26.Kel Nxe5 
21.Rb3 Be6 28.Rbc3 Nc4 
29.Qf4 Nc6 


Black has achieved a certain 
messy-ness to the position 
where either side can win. The 
problem is, the Black monarc 
is more exposed than his 
counter part. 


30.Ng6 ReS 31.Bh4 N6e5 
32.Nxe54 Nxe5 33.Kf1 Reg8 
34.Rg3 

Correcly cutting off Black's 
one source of counter play. 34 
Re7+ looks enticing, but after 
34...Nd7 35.Bb5 Rg1+ 36.Ke2 
Rxcl Black may have time to 
escape the worst of his prob- 
lems. 


34...Rxg3 35.fxg3 Bd7 
36.Kg1 


Planning to win with a brute 
force attack on the f6 pawn. 
Exploiting the overloaded 
queen with 36.Rc7 is an alter- 
native route to victory. 





36...Re8 37.Rf1 Re6 38.h6 
Qh8 39.Bh5+ Ke7 40.84 Be 


This loses a piece, but its hard 
to be critical of Black since 
there are no good alternatives 
41.85 fxg5 42.Bx¢5+ Kd7 
43.Bf6 Qg8+ 44.Bg7 d4 
45.Qd4+ Kce7 46.Rf8 Nf3,. 
47.Bxf3 Rg6+ 48.Bg4 Qd5 
49.Be5+ Kb7 50.Qxd5+ 
Rg4+ 51.Kfl Bxd5 52.h7 
Bc44 53.Kf2 1-0 
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Continued from page 19 


I felt this rocky knight would | 


protect against any kingside 
attack. 


25...Nef5 26.0d3 


26.Qe5 was possible, but al. 
ready down to a reasonable 
fourteen minutes, I didn't want 
to allow any tactics like Nxg3 
or even a later Nxg2. The text 
keeps b5, d5, and f5 under con. 
trol, while even supporting a 
back rank incursion! 


26...Rad8 


26...d4 27.e4 Ng3 28.hg3 Ng 
29.f4 pushes him way back. 


21.Rc6! 


By trading rooks Pll lossen 
the back rank and simlifying 
doesn't hurt when you’re be- 
hind on the clock! 


21...Ne7 28.Rxd6 Rxd6 
29.Ral Neg6 

I expected 29...66 30.Qd 
Qf6 31.0f6 Rf6 32.Ra7 Kf8 and 
I debated 33.Rxe7 Kxe7 34.Nd5 
Ke6 35.Nxf6 as my king is far 
away. White could just try to 
win to win the d-pawn. 
30.Ra8+ Kh7 31.Nc6 h5?! 


Probably he had ideas to sac 
on £2, but with the knight on 
£6 pinned... The text is just 
new target. 
32.Ra7 f6? 

32...Kg8 runs into 33.Q¢e2 
hitting h5+-. 
33.Nd4 

Simple, yet extremely strong 
breaking all resistance. 
33...Qe5 34.N¢f5 Nxf5 
35.Nxf5 Rd8 36.Rxg7+ Kh8 
37.Rxg6 Ra8 38.83 1-0 
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California Masters 


This is a list of all masters in California, as of 1 April 1996. It is based on rating information from the USCF. 


1717*t7 AKOPIAN, VLADIMIR 
2692/06. AMBARTSUMIAN, 

2641/10 ANASTASIAN, 

2634*S9 ADIANTO, UTUT 

058718 BROWNE, WALTER S 
1580*t2 PETERS, JACK 

2570*t4 LAKDAWALA, CYRUS F 
2569/18 JANOVSKY, SERGEY M 
2543*s5 WHITEHEAD, JAY E 

2536/08. LYRBERG, PATRICK 
2531/07. COMPX, KASPAROV'S GAMBIT X 
2526/18 EKSTROM, ROLAND 
2519*S2 ALTOUNIAN, LEVON 
2516*S2 LESKI, MARC 

251382 MEZENTSEV, VLADIMIR A 
2508*s8 CARTAGENA, OMAR 
2508*M7 HJORTH, GREGORY 
2508*S6 STRAUSS, DAVID J 

2505/09 RAGOZIN, EUGUENI 
2504*S2 GREFE, JOHN A 

2503*s9 STRUGATSKY, VLADIMIR 
2501*s2 McCAMBRIDGE, VINCENT E 
2496*S2 RAMAYRAT, CRIS A 

2492*s7 MAR, CRAIG H 

2492*t2 REMLINGER, LARRY A 
2492*S4 WATSON, JOHN L 

2486/18 DE GUZMAN, RICARDO 
2479*s9 LAGUA, BENDE JOSEPH 
2474*S4 IZUMIKAWA, BURT T 
2470*s2 CUSI, RONALD L 

2468*S5 BRONSTEIN, DAVID 
2466*s2 BALINAS, ROSENDO 
2459*M7 TSODIKOV, ROSTISLAV BORIS 
2457*s2 O'Donnell, Tom 

2457*s2. THINNSEN, JAMES A 
2450/06 QUEZADA, JUAN 

2448*s4 KOTLYAR, GREGORY 
2447*s9 SILMAN, JEREMY B 
2447*M0 Villarreal, Felix 

2446*S4 YOUNG, ANGELO 

2433*M2 ANGUIANO, ARTURO 
1433*S7 SALES, JESSE NOEL 
2427*S2 SAIDY, ANTHONY F 

2403*s5 DUCKWORTH, WILLIAM M 
2422*M2 BUCKMIRE, RON 

2422*M2 IZMUKHAMBETOV, SALAMAT B 
2422*s7 RAHMAN, ZILLUR 

2421*s5 WINSLOW, ELLIOTT CHARLES 
2419*s2 STERIN, ILYA 

416/09 COLEMAN, DAVID 

2416*M0 Gorman, Dov 


2416*M2 SEFERJAN, NAREK 
2416*s8 SHIPMAN, WALTER J 
2410*M0 BUCKLEY, MARK 
2401*m4 KAISER, THOMAS 
2400* 0 LESSING, NORMAN 
2400*S4 LOBO, RICHARD 
2399*s2 DURHAM, DAN 
2399*m6 MONOKROUSSOS, DENNIS 
2396*sS AKOPIAN, ARTAK 
2390*s0 BEELBY, MATTHEW AARON 
2388*s2 MARGULIS, ISAAK 
2387*S4 BOOTH, STEPHEN A 
2385*s4 RUSSELL, RICHARD L 
2384*m9 CORNELIUS, PAUL A 
2383*M4 KOPLOY, PAULJ 
2381*M4 BAJA, VICTOR C 
2381*M2 REY, GUILLERMO 
2381*M6 VILLANUEVA, HUGO D 
2381*m7 YEE, KARL YUJI 

2381/11 Zemitsky, Dmitry 
2379*s4 ABBASI, NASSER M 
2376*M2 MARIN, IGNACIO 
2374*s4 LONGREN, WILLIAM B 
2372*M4 EVANS, LARRY DAVID 
2371*s4 FRASCO, RONALD S 
2371*M2 SASATA, ROBERT 
2369/06 TAPAKIAN, RAFFI 
2368*s9 WOLSKI, THOMAS 
2367*s4 KELSON, RICHARD 
2366*M2 ARUTJUNIAN, ARTHUR 
2366*m2 KUPERMAN, VIKTOR 
2365*M4 KANZAVELI, VITALY 
2364/04 CURTIS, JOE 

2364*m0 Webber, Bill 

2362*m9 DAVIS, LOAL W 
2360*M2 TIDOY, PEDRO PAYLADO 
2358*s5 ROBLES, H C 

2358*m4 SCHUYLER, JAMES 
2353*s0 SMALL, GREGG H 
2352*m2 HOERSTMANN, MARTIN 
2350*M7 Pope, JohnL 

2348*m4: FRANKLE, JONATHAN A 
2348*s4 LEE, DANIELS 
2347*M4 MAKI, JAMES J 
2347*m4 Wada, David Russell 
2346*s2 BASE, ALFREDO B 
2346*m0 Graves, Peter 

2343*m0 GOMEZ QUEZADA, JUAN JOSE 
2343*M6 VAN BUSKIRK, CHARLES 
2342*m8 JONES, STEPHEN L 
2342*s0 PEREZ, EMMANUEL RENATO 


2341*S2 ANDERSON, RENARD W 
2341/05 Duarte, CarlosRascon 
2341*m4 ZILDZIC, KENAN 
2337*M4 HERMANSEN, RON 
2333*M4 CASILLAS, ADRIAN 
2333*M4 RAMOS, STEVE L 
2332*M4 SAULESPURENS, VALDIS 
2331/04 COMPX, M CHESS 
2330*s4 STEIN, ALANR 
2330*M4 ZILBERSTEIN, DMITRY 
2329*m0 CHESNEY, BILL A 
2325*m5 SKRATULIA, JOHN A 
2324*s4 HERNANDEZ, GUSTAVO A 
2322*m0 Allen, BrianL 

2319*m5 STEARNS, AARON V 
2318*M9 TVERSKAYA, JULIA 
2317*M2 HART, DAVID G 
2308*m2 SCHUTT, RAYMOND W 
2308*m0 Stoutenborough, Ross 
2306/18 BARASH, DANNY 
2306*M4 FITZGERALD, KENNETH L 
2305*m0 Lakdawala, JimmyF 
2304*m0 SUBRAMANIAN, S 
2302*M2 EADE, JAMES V 
2302*m9 MAC FARLAND, JAMES 
2301*M2 KOEPCKE, RICHARD W 
2300*M7 HART, CLIFFORD G 
2300/07 SANTOS, DELOS 
2300*m2 TAKEMOTO, HIROSH 
2298/19 GARCIA, DIEGO 
2297*m6 SANCHEZ, GABRIEL 
2296*m0 AYYAR, RAJAN R 
2296*M2 WEINBERGER, TIBOR 
2293/15 FEHLING, MICHAEL 
2292*m0 Chubak, Kasrow 
2291*M2 SAGUISAG, PRECIOSO V 
2290*m7 ENRIGHT, PAUL M 
2289*m0 Bogner, HaroldM 
2285*m5 SMITH, LARRY L 
2285*M6 SMITH, TODD H 
2283*M2 SCHILLER, ERIC 
2282*m0 KANER, RICHARD B 
2281*m6 LAZETICH, ZORAN 
2280*s4 HUGHES, STEVE 
2279*s2 KERMAN, DAVID J 
2277*M6 GROSS, RONALD JOSEPH 
2277*m7 PASCUAL, EDMUND 
2276*M6 ARNE, MIKE 

2274*m0 HEINRICH, PAUL G 
2274*m2 OSBUN, ERIK 

2273*m5 Sholomson, StephenL 


2272*s5 BLOHM, DAVID 
2272*X0 HERIOT, JEFFERY 
2272*X9 WELCH, JOSEPH 
2271*m0 ZILBERBERG, ALIK 
2270*M2 AKOPYAN, HARUTYUN 
2269*m2 JACOBI, STEVEN P 
2269*M4 SHAKHNAZAROV, OLEG 
2267*m5 HURDLE, ROBERT 
2266*m0 Richard, RobertW 
2266*M6 WAGNER, CARL E 
2265*X8 CASTILLO, OTTO 
2264*M2 CRUZ, ENOCH J 
2264*m0 FRITZINGER, DENNIS 
2264*m4 ZAYDENBERG, AVRAM 
2263*m0 LAMON, MICHAEL A 
2263*m4 PETRANOVICH, JAMES E 
2262*M7 FLATLEY, MICHAEL 
2261*M6 ARNOLD, JEFF S 
2261*m2 LEVY, LOUIS 

2260*m7 LONDON, ALEXANDER H 
2259*MÁ SAY, FRANK] 

2259*X2 VAN GELDEREN, PHILIP 
2258*X2 DaSilva, FranciscoJoseRp 
2258*X0 FORTHOFFER, DAVID 
2258*m6 POWELL, CALVIN E 
2257*m0 DATUIN, RIZALINO A 
2257*m6 SOLOMON, RAY H 
2254/05 KONDAPALLI, SRINIVASA K 
2254*X7 REEVE, MARK D 
2253*X0 IBRAHIM, ELHAMI T 
2251*X0 Barlay, Imre 

2251*m0 SEROTTA, ANDREW H 
2251*m6 SPLANE, MIKE K 
2249*X2 JONES, C BILL 

2249* 0 REYES, AUGUSTO C 
2248*m4 FEINSTEIN, GJON 
2248*m5 ROA, IVAN 

2247*m2 SERPIK, VLADIMIR L 
2245*m2 ORTON, WILLIAM R 
2245*m8 SACKS, ANDREW 
2244*m6 NORMAN, ROGER 
2243*m7 BORGEN, RICHARD L 
2243*M2 BUSQUETS, LUIS 
2243*m7 SALGADO, ROB 
2242*X5 KUS, CHRISTOPHER 
2242*m0 Metz, FrankA 

2242*M5 SIPAILA, JORGE 
2241/11 EVANS, LARRY 
2241*M0 FONG, JUAN M 
2240*m6 BRAGG, DAVID R 


Continued on the next page 
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Eade has personally reported on many of Goodall’s events. 
When he became editor, he requested that someone else pro- 
vide the coverage for these tournaments. Sam Sloan and Tom 
Dorsch have been doing so. For some reason, Goodall became 
incensed by this. He even refused us permission to use Sloan’s 
report on last years Capps, which was well written and reflected 
well on Goodall. Now Goodall is attempting to cry blacklist at 
the national level. No one is blacklisted from these pages, nor 
will anyone ever be. 


CalChess President, Richard Koepcke, has stepped into the 





James Eade, 
Editor of 


California Chess 
Journal 





breach and will arrange for CalChess volunteers to make certaiy 
that Goodall's reports are submitted for him. (Allan Fifield go 
the job done this issue.) This should solve the problem, and ye 
applaud Richard’s leadership. Goodall is a valued member of oy 


community and directs several important tournaments a year, 


We have every intention of reporting on his events in the future 
as we have in the past. 








2240*X0 BRIGGS, WILLIAM B if e 2201*m7 LONG, RICK M 
Peas AH eG California Masters 2*0 NOBLE BARR 
2240*X0 Nezhni, Larry 2201*X0 TOMEY, MICHAEL W 
2240*M2 PINTO, MARK A Continued from previous page 2200*m5 ALSASUA, ELEUTERIO} 
2240*m4 SAYLOR, MARK] 2200*m7 CASTELLANO, RICHARD 
2239*X2 LILLEVOLD, FRODE 2216*X0 MAHOWALD, MATTHEW 2209*X9 HANKS, TIMA 2200*M2 CIAFFONE, ROBERT 
2238*M5 STAINTHORPE, PAUL D 2216*X0 MALEK, SIGMUND 2209*s4 YU, PETER C 2200*m0 HAINES, ROBERTW 
2237*m0 HARGER, DANIEL V 2216/09 MEPHISTO, BERLIN 2208* 0 KENDE, GEORGE 2200*m0 KOOPAL, AHMAD 
2236*m5 GALLEGOS, PAUL A 2216*M7 NETHERCOT, BEN 2207*m8 HERNANDEZ, RODOLFO H 2200*m2 LEVIN, EUGENE 
2235*M4 HANLEY, JOE 2215*X0 SCHONHAUT, STEVEN J 2207*X9 KELL, SPENCER R 2200*X9 MARTIN, ANTONIOC 
2235*m4 PILNICK, CARL 2215*m0 Stone, JeffreyR 2205*m6 CROSS, STEVEN D 2200*m7 MONTALBO, ALANB 
2235*X7 ROTH, TIMOTHY J 2214*X7 CARR, JOHN B 2205*X0 Jaranilla, Aramis 2200*M6 NOCON, HONORIOC 
2234*m4 GIBERT, RICARDO J 2214*X9 VICTORIA, NARCISO F 2205*m5 KLINETOBE, DAVID A 2200*m0 PATTY, JOHN 
2233*m5 REJTO, PAULA 2213*m2 BURKHARD, DANIEL H 2205*X0 Switkes, DanielA 2200*m4 PEREZ, RONALD § 
2233*X6 TAN, SIMON 2213*m6 JANNIRO, MIKE E 2204*X0 LAIRD, SCOTT W 2200*m5 RICHARDS, BILLA 
2232*M2 BASSETT, DAVID A 2213*X2 TEMKIN, MATVEY 2204*X2 SISTO, FRANK M 2200*m6 ROSS, STEVEN G 
2232*m2 CRIPE, PAUL G 2213*X7 ZAPATA, RODOLFO BENJAMIN 2203*X2 LEVY, DAVIDA 2200*m0 SZLOVAK, MIHALY 
2232*m2 ROMERO, JOSE 2212*X0 KUTASOV, IZZY 2202*X0 KUROSAKI, TAKASHI 2200*M4 TANNER, ROBERTS 
2231*m4 HANKEN, JEROME B 2211*M9 WONG, RUSSELL 2202*m0 MOULTON, DAVID P 2200*m2 TAYLOR, TIMOTHYF 
2231*X2 LEIDNER, MICHAEL I 2210*M9 NADLER, OFER J 2202*X0 Reikko, TomR 2200*M4 ZAVODNIK, BRIANS 


2231*X0 PATEL, KASH 
2231*m0 Savereide, Diane 
2229*X0 ANDERSON, DAVID A 


amas Spee? Visit the CalChess Web Site! 


2228*X0 YOUSSEE ISSA 
2227*X9 WANG, ARTHUR D 


2226*m0 BERNSTEIN, MARC Get CalChess 
2226*X0 BOBO, ROD L 


facts, read selected articles from the 


2206*M6 KEATINGE-CLAY, ADRIAN California Chess Journal, find out who works for you at 
2226*X6 "TSODIKOVA, NATALYA CalChess, and more! All now available on the most 
HD ea exciting part of the internet. 


2225*m7 FITZPATRICK, SEAN T 


2225*M2. MONT-REYNAUD, JORDY Visit our site on the World Wide Web: 


2224*m5 BASICH, RONALD R 
2224*s]  BOCTOR, WAGEEH 
2224*X0 Leary, StephenD 
2220*X8 GOLDFARB, JONATHAN 


http:/ /www.hooked.net/hypermodern/ calchess.html 








30 California Chess Journal ¢ Spring 1996 


V 


i 


Berk 
Friday 
Berke 
2315 

A. Gle 


Burl 
Thurs 
Burlit 
990 B 
Scott 


Cam 
Kolty 
Thur: 
Cam[ 
Winc 
F Leff 
Car! 
Senio 
4701 
Rob't 
Chic 
Frida 
Rec.h 
P Cho 


Dal 
Ren Y 


Dav 
Thur 
Hunt 
Dave 


Fret 
Frida 
Scott 
3027 
Hans 
Alan 


Fre: 
Mon 
Carls 
3820 
D.W: 
Hay 
Mont 
Hayv 
Missi 
Kerr 
Incl 
Lahe 
8657 
R. Str 
Live 
Frida 
C. Pi 
Mai 
Yub 
Tom 


Mei 
Cent 
Frid: 
Scot 
nr.2¢ 
Dave 








e certain 
ifield goi 
, and we 
er of our 





S a year ` 


e future, 








.M 

RY 

HAEL W 
EUTERIOA 
O, RICHARD 
ROBERT 
BERT W 
MAD 

ENE 
(TONIOC 
ALAN B 
NORIO C 

| 

NALD § 
BILLA 
ENG 
[HALY 
)BERT B 
MOTHY F 
BRIANS 


- 





M 


Berkeley E 

Fridays, 7:15 p.m. 
Berkeley City Club 

2315 Durant 

A. Glasscoe 51 0°652-5324 


Burlingame 

Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. 
Burlingame Lions Club 

990 Burlingame Ave 

Scott Wilson 41 5°355-9402 


Campbell 

Kolty Chess Club 
Thursdays 7-11:30 p.m. 
Campbell Comm Ctr 
Winchester/W.Campbell 
F Leffingwell 408*224-0743 


Carmichael 

Senior Citizens Ctr. bnnn 
4701 Gibbons 

Rob't Pounds 916*961-8108 


Chico 

Fridays 7-11 p.m. 

Rec.Rm. 1901 Dayton Blvd. 
P. Chamousis 916*872-3158 


Daly City 

Ren Yee 415*992-4937 
Davis 

Thurs 7 p.m. 

Hunt Hall UCD 

Dave Johnson 756-2752 


Fremont 

Fridays 6:30-on 

Scotty’s Coffee House 

39279 Cedar Blvd, Newark 
Hans Poschmann 510*656-8505 


Alan Kirshner 510*657-1586 


Fresno 

Mondays 6-11 p.m. 

Carls Jr. 

3820 N. Cedar Ave. 
D.Wajckus 209*252-4484 


Hayward 

Mondays 7-9 p.m. 

Hayward Library 

Mission at C St 

Kerry Lawless 510*785-9352 


Incline Village, NV 
Lahey Computer Co. 
865 Tahoe Blvd, #2 


R. Straver 702*832-036 | 
Livermore 

Fridays 7-12 p.m. 

C. Pigg 447-5067 
Marysville 

Yuba-Sutter CC 

Tom Giertych 916°671-1715 
Merced 


Central Calif CC 
Friday 7 p.m. 


Scout Hut-Applegate Park- 


nr.26&N 
Dave Humpal 209*722-0764 


Club Directory 


Places to play chess in Northern California and Northern Nevada 


Madera 

Thursdays 7:00 p.m. 

Carls Jr. 

Madern Ave. & Hwy 99 
Kelton Brewer 209°673-1026 


Modesto 

Tuesday 6:00 p.m. 

Jack in the Box 
Brinkmore and McHenry 


John Barnard 209*533-8222 


Monterey 

Open daily except Mon. 
430 Alvarado St. 
Yudacufski 408°372-9790 


Napa Valley 
Thursday 3:30 p.m. 
Vets Home, Yountville 
B. Bailey 707*253-0648 


Oroville 
YMCA Chess Club 
Bill Bovet 916*533-8432 


Palo Alto 

Tuesdays 6:30 p.m. 

Terman Community Ctr Rm 33 
Arastradero Road 

Tom O'Connor 415*964-8799 


Porterville 

Wednesday 7 p.m. 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
Corner of Henderson & Indiana 
Hans Borm 209*784-3820 


Reno, NV 

Mon/Thurs 7 p.m. 
Oldtown Mall CommCtr 
4001 S.Virginia 

J. Weikel 702*747-1405 


Ricbmond 

Fridays 6 p.m. 

Richmond Library 

26th & MacDonald 

John Easterling 510*529-0910 


Roseville 

Monday 6-10 p.m. 

1050 Melody Lane #6 
Allan Goff 916*723-8073 


Sacramento 
Wednesdays 7-11 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Ctr 
915-27th St. 

Katz 9 | 6°444-3 133 


CSU Sacramento 
Student Union Bldg. 


Salinas 

Mondays 5 p.m. 
Firehouse Rec Ctr 

E Alisal St (E of John) 
Jose Sandoval (no phone) 


San Anselmo 

Tuesday 7 p.m. 

Round Table Pizza, Red Hill Sh Ctr 
Sir Francis Drake Blvd 

Jim Mickle 415*457-2719 


San Francisco 
Mechanics’ Institute 

Open daily 

57 Post St, 4th Floor 
M.Wilkerson 415*421-2258 


Santa Clara 

2d Sat. each month 
2:15-6:15 p.m. 

Mary Gomez Park 

F. Sierra 408*:241-1447 


Santa Cruz 
S. Kangas 408*464-0202 


Santa Rosa 

Tuesdays 6-10:45 p.m. 
Sonoma Coffee Company 
521 4th Street 

Keith Halonen 707*578-61 25 


Stockton 

Fridays 7 p.m. 

St Andrews Church 

4910 Claremont 

Ed Auerbach 209*957-7575 


Sunnyvale 

LERA 

Tuesdays, 8 p.m. 

Lockheed Rec Ctr, Bldg #160 
Jim Hurt 916*525-7912 


Tulare 

Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m. 

A&W Root Beer 

133 North ‘J’ Street 

Ward Forman 209*688-6386 


Vallejo 

Fridays 7:30 p.m. 

Senior Citizens Ctr, 333 Amador St 
Rasmussen 707*642-7270 
Visalia 

Wednesday 7 p.m. 

Carl's Jr- Von's Ctr 

Hwy 198 & Chinowth 

Allan Fifield 209*734-2784 


Walnut Creek 

Tuesdays 7:30 p.m. 

Civic Park/Broadway at Civic 
C. Lehman 510*946-1545 
Casual play daily 

Theatre Caffe 

1655 N. Main St. 

George D. 510*935-7779 


Yuba-Sutter 
Tuesdays 6:30 p.m. 
Buttes Christian Manor 
223 F Street, Marysville 
T.Giertych 916*742-7071 





Tournament Organizers 


EA = Ed Auerbach, 2421 Franklin Ave., 
Stockton, 95204. 209¢957-7575 

JB = John Barnard, Box 5252, Sonora 95370. 
209 ©533-8222 

KB = Kelton Brewer, 1100 Daulton Ave., 
Madera, 93638. 209¢673-1026 

KC = Kevin Cripe 209 869-3646 

JD =Jo Djordjevic, Theatre Cafe, 1655 Main 
St., Walnut Creek 94596. 510€935-7779 
PD = Peter Dahl, 75 Inverness Dr., San Fran- 
cisco 94132. 415¢566-4069 

TD = Tom Dorsch, PO. Box 3294, Hayward 
94540-3294. 510¢481-5351 

JE = John Easterling, 4617 Cutting Blvd., 
Richmond 94804. 510¢529-0910 

JE2 = James Eade, 2865 Jackson St. #1, San 
Francisco 94115. 415©922-3473 

AF = Allan Fifield 2735 North Highland, 
Visalia 93291. 209¢734-2784 

BG = Bill Goichberg, P.O. Box 249, Salisbury 
Mills, NY 12577. 914e496-9658 

MG - Mike Goodall, 2420 Atherton St. 46, 
Berkeley 94704. 510¢548-6815 

JH = Jim Hurt, PO. Box 461, Tahoma 96142. 
916¢525-7912 

PH = Pat Howlett, 4677 Old Ironsides Dr, 
#210, Santa Clara 95054. 408¢988-5008 
TI = Todd Imada, UCB: ASUC/SUPERB, Ber- 
keley 94720. 510¢642-7477 

BJ = Brian Jew, 909 Greenwich St., San Fran- 
cisco 94133. 415¢923-3776 

AK = Alan Kirshner, 66 Indian Hill Plaza, 
Fremont 94539. 


DK = Dmitry Karshtedt, 1449 48 Ave., Apt 
#2, S.E 94122. 415e 566-8138 

SK = Stuart Katz, 1030 G St., Sacramento 
05814. 916444-3 133 

GL = Gerald Lim, PO. Box 4367, Davis 
95617. 9169758-9007 

BN = Bill North, 116 Magneson Terrace, Los 
Gatos 95032. 408€356-7935 

RO = Ray Orwig, 2030 Roosevelt Ave., Rich- 
mond 94801. 510¢237-7956 

CP = Charles Pigg, 429 Vista Ct., Livermore 
94550. 510¢447-5067 

PR = Philip Rodriguez, P.O. Box 581035, 
Salt Lake City UT. 801 582-8385 

RT = Robert Tanner, P.O. Box 752, Ceres 
95307. 209€575-3947 

DW = Dennis Wajckus, 736 N. Farris Ave., 
Fresno. 209¢ 252-4484 

JW = Jerome Weikel, 6578 Valley Wood Dr., 
Reno NV 89523. 702¢747-1405 

SW = Scott Wilson, 380 Esplanade Ave #109, 
Pacifica 94044. 415 355-9402 

CW = Carolyn Withgitt, PO. Box 6305, Hay- 
ward 94540-6305. 510° 481-8580 

RY = Raphael Yelluas, 10230 N. Foothill 
Bld., #E19, Cupertino 95014. 408e 777-9202 


Tournament Clearinghouse: 

Don Wolitzer, 2130 Mercury Rd., 
Livermore, CA 94550. 510% 455-4119 
Tournament reports & annotated games to: 


Jim Eade, 2865 Jackson St. #1, SF 94115. 
4150°922-3473 JimEade@aol.com 
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The CalChess Calendar of Events 


(* denotes CalChess discount) Last update 5-2-96 


1996 






dc aude B cose LiVefitBore CODO ID, a sessi dvu we AS qup REF REPE eas kA e FRA TE ER RREET 


May 4—5 ............. (Sa-Su) ............ Paradisp CODO asiste dis aha dea nen Meet esac ei eee (DH) 
EO ets ESI ULL ease cance ESHEETS INE PICHIG, 5. Lusdene eee er Ra cre ruta vro nia iR RIO ES (AF) 
May 18-19 ........... (Sa-Su) .............. Sanoman Champions hih oan aaa Rass tera ne Ped * (DW) 
May 25-27 ......... Coa MI Laudes DERNTSUEUBUVHIG] LACER E aaar A irem err EE (JH) 
Jtne 7x9... n CPS) y PN Daer oI EEO i a E A RU pce * (MG) 
June /—9 ............ (E-5U) eie Fane e Open (REIO) auni eese e Hie Do neo yidiia hens (JW) 


An cca ge STN Stent or Me EOI Het ALE AE Lacu ode eR rn OE DES ro ck rien od ci ptos 


sac 222*9 FRAC BYE JJ 2222222229 — ARLCALOLO J LEI UAFU AFVAL AR hh Ff tt eee eee EE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EE 
feet e eee e eee e ee | AFCA J ce ee eee eee eee ee AV REARS CE VEEL FY SMART OT CTT TET TE EEE eee eee 
s.s.s. FL RACE AFR J cece eeeeeenseeee NACAZNALAW IW RACLARZXPRL AEZ F cece eee ete eee eee eee eee EEE HEHEHE EEE EERE EEE 







Annual Events | 
| 2nd weekend June (F-Su) Stamer (MG) 


MLK weekend (3rd weekend Jan.) (TD) 3rd weekend June (F-Su) Far West Open (Reno) (JW) 
Presidents' Day Weekend People's (Berkeley) (AT) Labor Day weekend (1st weekend Sept.) (TD) 

1st weekend March (F-Su) SF Amateur (MG) Last weekend Oct. (F-Su) Western Open (Reno) (JW) 
State Scholastic Championship (last weekend March) 2nd weekend Nov. (F-Su) Capps (MG) 

LERA Memorial Day (JH) i LERA Thanksgiving (JH) 


See the inside back cover for the key to the tournament organisers (listed here by their initials). 
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EDITOR’S 
REPORT 


Careful readers of this magazine will notice a new name listed 
as Editor on the masthead to the left. With the election of Jip, 
Eade to the USCF policy board, Northern California chess has 
gained an additional voice on the national scene but has lost an 
effective and excellent editor of the California Chess Journal 
Jim's shoes as CCJ editor will be hard to fill and I stepped for 

ward with some hesitation at the urging of the Cal Chess polie 
board. I can only promise to do my best with the awareness th; 





VÀ 


‘my best’ will only be as good as the support that I receive from , 


the Northern California chess community in terms of the sub. 
mission of articles, pictures, and games. I have worked behini 
the scenes to assist the last two editors (Jim Eade and Eric 
Schiller) and it is apparent to me that the success of any state 
chess magazine is totally dependent on quality submissions from 
the readership. I would like to issue a special appeal to the Cj 


Chess Board of Officers and Board of Directors to each submit > 


at least one article a year. 


An issue that should be high on everyone’s agenda is to te. 
vitalize of the tournament schedule in Northern California. | 
quick glance at each month's Chess Life shows many open date 
in the Northern California tournament schedule. A quick count 
of Tournament Life listings in the November issue of Chess Lif 
tallied only 8 tournaments in Nor Cal compare to 24 tourn: 
ments scheduled in Southern California. Northern California ha 


been blessed with a small and dedicated cadre of hard workin 
organizers/directors. Many of these long-term chess workers ar: 


approaching retirement age and it is now time for the next gen- 
eration of organizers and T.D.s to step forth to carry Cal Ches 


Continued on page 30 


Deadline for submissions for the next issue is March 15th. 
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Browne is State Champion! 


Northern 
California State 
Championship 





by Richard Koepcke 


This year the Northern California Labor Day Championship mi- 
grated to the East Bay. The tournament drew 170 players which 
was quite a success considering the speed at which it was put to- 
gether. With the economy in high gear right now, it’s hard to find 
conference space, even for days where conventions are not ex- 
pected. But that is another story. 

After several unsuccessful attempts to win this tournament in the past, Walter Browne won the open section by half a point 
(with 5.0). Second and third place was shared by John Grefe and Alan Stein at 4.5. Alan, in particular, played a number of high 
quality games as is indicated by his winning the Open Section Brilliancy Prize. Rounding out the field in 4th through 9th place were 
Thomas Wolski, Emmanuel Perez, Arthuro Arutjanian, Dimitry Zilberstein, Arron Sterns, and Eugene Levin all with 4.0 points. 





GM Walter Browne, new state champion 


The Expert section went down to the wire with Larry Snyder and Steve Brown tying for top honors with 5.0 points. Carlos 
D’Avila captured clear 3rd with 4.5 points. There was a multi-way tie in the “A” section with Sean Dailey, Lora Kao and Michael 
Aigner all sharing top honors. Michael’s 6th round win over Steve Krasnov was a particularly tense game in which a Rook had to 

battle several pawns advanced beyond the 5th rank. The rook won by a 
a tempo. 
After several unsuccessful at- 


tempts to win this tournament 
in the past, Walter Browne won 
the open section by half a point.” 


Top “B” went to Aaron Newhoff with the high score of the tournament 
at 5.5 points. Roy Jackson came in second at 5.0 and 3rd place was shared 
by Francis Carrillo, David Taylor, and Michael Schick each with 4.0 points. 
Brad Wilburn and Al Rangole won the “C” section with scores of 5 points. 
Felix Rudyak came in clear 3rd with 4.5. The D/E/Unr section produced a 
three way tie for first between Demetrius Goins, Jocelyn Lee and Sergey 
Frenklakh (5 points each). Top “E” went to Rick Deininger, Jon Graff, 
Keith Yost, and Charles Coleman at 4.0 points and the Unrated prize was captured by Kayvan Sylvan with 4 points. 


This tournament was directed by Carolyn Withgitt and Peter Yu with help from yours truly. I would also like to thank Clarence 
Lehman for running the two blitz tournaments. They certainly would not have been successful without him. Special thanks goes to 
Richard Shoreman for spending the grueling hours judging Brilliancy Prize games. In the end we didn’t agree with all of his choices, 
but the effort was really appreciated. Finally I would like to thank my Co-Organizer, Tom Dorsch, for helping me get through this. 
He could have justifiably blown this tournament off because of the effort required to run a successful campaign for national office. ` 


| From the organizers perspective, the site was a good one. The playing rooms were well insulated from the outer halls and the 
lighting did not cause problems for the players. The only caveat I have is that the kitchen is right next to the banquet rooms. We 


didn’t realize this until the tournament had actually started. As a consequence, several of the boards were too close to the noise 


from the kitchen. This is a problem we will rectify next year by laying out the tables to give some space between the players and the 

lar wall. I hope that the Union City Raddison is available for next year and I hope to see many of you there in ‘97. And now for some 

of the games, beginning on the next page. 
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the Norther 


Later Day Championship 


by Richard Koepcke 


After the usual delays caused by over winded speakers, such as myself, round one kicked off nearly on time. Not mam 
upsets occurred. The most notable exception was US Senior Open Champion Ray Shutt's draw against Walter Browne 


Ray Shutt-Walter Browne 
Catalan [E05] 
Round I 
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.83 Bb4« 
4.Bd2 Be7 


The point of this withdrawal is 
that Black hopes to prove that 
White's Bishop will be misplaced a 
d2, so he will eventually have to 
spend a tempo moving it some- 
where else. The other tries in this 
position are Qe7, Bxd2, a5 and for 
the adventurous, c5. 


5.Bg2 d5 6.Nc3 0-0 7.Nf3 de 
8.Qa 

In the normal Catalan, the 
Knight remains on b1 for a while, 
so that the Queen can retreat to c2 
after being kicked by the maneu- 
ver a6, b5, Bb7. This set up looks 
less promising because the Queen 
will be more exposed at d3 or b3. 


8...a6 9.Qxc4 b5 10.Qb3 Bb7 
11.0-0 c5 12.dc Nbd7 13.Rac1 
Nxc5 14.0d1 ReS 15 a3?! 


White is already significantly 
worse, so he goes into reaction 
mode, trying to avoid being pushed 
off the board by 15...b4 and Nce4. 
Still creating more white square 
weaknesses on the Queenside 
doesn’t seem to be the answer. Per- 
haps 15.Bf4 planning a multitude 
of exchanges offers a better chance 
of staying in the game. 


15...Ng4? 
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The point of this move completely escaped Ray 
and myself as we went over the game later that after- 
noon. Perhaps Walter will elucidate what is going on 
here someday. 


16.b4 Ne4 17.Nxe4 Bxe4 18.Bc3 


Note that White doesn't exchange every piece he 
can at every opportunity. Often such an exchanging 









Walter Browne 
John Grefe 45 
Alan Stein | 45 


| st 
2nd—3rd 








Expert Ist-2nd Larry Snyder 5.0 
Steve Brown 5.0 
3rd Carlos D'Avila 45 






A | st-3rd Sean Daley — . 45: 
Lora Kao : 45 


Michael Aigner 






Aaron Newhoff 
Roy Jackson 






Brad Wilburn 
Al Rangole 50 






Demetrius Goins 5.0 








D  Ist-3rd 
| S jocelyn Lee = SD 
Sergey Frenklakh 5.0 
EISE Rick Deininger 40- 





SEGUI st - Wo 
Charles Coleman 40 





Kayvan Sylvan 40 





policy only leaves the defending 
side with a bunch of inactive Dieces 


while activating his opponents re 


maining pieces. 


18...Bf6 19.Bxf6 Nxf6 20.0d4 
Qd5 21.Qxd5 Nxd5 22.Nd4 
Bxg2 23.Kxg2 Nb6 24.Nc6. 


The smoke has cleared andl 


of Black's advantage has gone with | 
it. Black tries for another 20 move 


to make something out of nothing 


24...Rc7 25.Rfd1 g6 26.Ne5 
Rfc8 27.Rd8+ Kg7 28.Rdxc8 
Rxc8 29.Rxc8 Nxc8 30.Nd7 Ndé 
31 Ne4 Nc5 32.a4 ba 33.Na4 Kf 
34.Nc5 a5 35 ba Nxa5 36 f4 Ned 
37.e4 e5 38.Kf3 ef 39.gf $5 
40.h3 gf 41.Kxf4 Ne5 42.Nb7 
Ng6+ 43.Kg4 Ke5.44.Kh5 Ní4« 
45.Kh6 Nxh3 46.Kxh7 N$5« 47 
Kg7 f6 1/2-1/2 


The first round produced i 


number of sharp games in the class | 


sections. Here is one of them. 


Ursula Foster—Carl Ogedgaard — 


Slav Exchange [D1 1] 
Round |,““B” Brillancy Prize 


1.d4 d5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.c4 c6 4.NÀ 
e6 5.B$5 Nbd7 


For those of you who are won. 


dering, the critical line is 5 .. de with 


enough complications to boggle the 
minds of the worlds best. The text 
invites the Cambridge Springs De- 
fense (Nc3 Qa5) which is another 


sharp line. For those of you who ; 


play the White side of the Queen: 
Gambit, the text is a good way t 
bypass Black’s fun. 

6.cd cd? 


6...ed is the only way to keep the 


? 
game balanced. Taking with the e 
pawn dooms Black to a long uphill | 


struggle for equality. 
Continued on page 6 
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Huang Wins National Competition 


By Alan M. Kirshner 


Eric Huang, in sixth grade at Weibel Elementary School in Fre- 
mont, won a Saitek Renaissance Computer. The Saitek Renaissance 
Computer carries a retail value of $999. The judges at Saitek and 
the United States Chess Federation selected Eric’s game as the best 
same among hundreds submitted for the Kasparov Turbo Advanced 
Trainer: National Competition. School Mates magazine announced 
this competition at the end of 1995. Eric’s parents had just bought 
him the Kasparov Turbo Trainer for his successful completion of the 
goals he had set for 1995. Every year Eric sets goals for himself in all 
avenues of his life. His 1995 goals included achievements in school, 
chess, music and activities around the house. When the Kasparov Turbo 
Trainer arrived from the U.S.C.F. in early 1995, the then ten year old, 
noticed the announcement of the national competition. He set the level 
at the required A4 and played his favorite opening: the Danish Gambit. 


Eric has been studying with Richard Shorman for about a year. 
Richard Shorman excels at teaching classical openings through classi- 
cal games. Richard Shorman told me that Eric studies hard and always 
does his homework. 


Eric’s diligence in his studies plus his training on the Kasparov Turbo 
computer probably led to his phenomenal second place finish in the Jun- 
ior Varsity Division at the 1996 Junior High School Nationals. I invited 
Erie to join our players from Hopkins Junior High School in their trip to 
Orlando, Florida. I thought the experience would benefit his chess. The 
Hopkins Junior High School Team won the open team championshipand 
the then fifth grader from Weibel Elementary School went undefeated in Fa 
the J.V. section. Eric’s six wins and a draw against mostly seventh and eighth m 
grade students gave him a trophy that was nearly as tall as he was.  SENM 




















Eric Huang would like to win this year's state championship. We are 
holding the competition at the Burlingame Embassy Suites on March 22 and 
23. Eric knows that among those he must contend against for this honor is 
his team mate, best friend and training partner, Robert Wei. Eric told a re- 
porter from the San Jose Mercury News, who did a story on his success, that 
he has so much respect for the higher rated Robert’s talent that he expects 
Robert to win. Personally, I would not take bets on the outcome, especially 
now that Eric can practice on the Saitek Renaissance Computer. 


The Winning Game 


Eric Huang (1036)- TAT (Level A4) 
Danish Gambit 


4 e5 2.d4 exd4 3.c3 dxc3 4.Bc4 Nf6 5.Nxc3 Bc5 6.Nf3 0-0 7.Bg5 h6 8.Bh4 
Re8 9.0-0 g5 10.Nxg5 hxg5 | |.Bxg5 Nc6 12.Rel dé 13.Nd5 Bd4 14.Bb5 Reé 
'.Bc4 Bxb2 16.Rb| BeS 17.Nxf6+ Bxfé 18.Bxe6 Bxg5 19.Bd5 Qe7 20.Rb3 
bié 2|.Re3+ Bg7 22.Qh5 Nd4 23.Ree3 c5 24.Qh6 Of8 25.f4 Rb8 26.Rg5 Beé 
115 NS 28.exf5 Bxf5 29. Reg3 Bg4 30.Rg5xg4 Rc8 31.Rxg7+ Qxg7 32.Qxg7++ 
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Championship Games 


Continued from page 4 


1.e3 Qb6 8.Qc2 Bd6 9.Bd3 h6 10.Bh4 
Qc7 11.Bg3 (?) 

Trading off Black's active Bishop can't 
be bad, but there is no need to rush this 
exchange. White should complete her de- 
velopment with 0-0 and Rac1 first. 


11...0-0 12.Bxd6 Qxd6 13.0-0 a6 14 
Rfel b5 15.e4! 


The exclamation point is for the active 
nature of the plan. The resulting Isolated 
Queen Pawn position favors White be- 
cause her forces are ready for the 
middlegame where as Black must still 
complete his development. 


15...de 16.Nxe4 Qb6 17.Nxf6+ ? 


It is almost never a good idea to bring 
your opponents pieces to the center via 
exchanges. White should let Black bring 
her Bishop to e4, or play Nc3 to keep Black 
from freeing his game by trading pieces. 
17...Nxf6 18.Rad1 Bb7 19.Ne5 Rac8 


The position is roughly equal. White will 
have to try to win in the middle game by 
using her post at e5 to start a Kingside 
attack where as Black will try to blunt 
White’s initiative by exchanging off 
enough pieces to reach a winnable end- 
ing. Usually this means leaving at least one 
set of Rooks on the board, so as to be able 
to create and exploit an other weakness 
besides the d-pawn. Of course Black can’t 
grab the d-pawn right away because of 
Bh7+. 


20.Qd2 Rfd8 21.Qf4 Bd5 22.Re3 Qb7 
23.083 

Rg3 looks more promising. The prob- 
lem with the text is that the Queen will 
have to be moved again for the attack to 
make progress. 


23...Bxa2?! 

A very risky pawn grab. Black probably 
can't afford this loss of time, but the move 
does put pressure on White to make the 
attack succeed, since she will surly lose 
the ending. 
24.Rf3 Kf8 25.Qh4 Bd5 


It is hard to find good moves for Black. 
Perhaps Qe7 followed by Bd5, Rc7 is 
worth a try. 
26.Rxf6 gf 27.Qxf6 Ke8 


Trying to run away from 28 N$6, but 
there is no escape. 


28.Nxf7 Rd7 


Accepting the pseudo sac with 
28...Qxf7 29. Bg6 Rd7 30. Bxf7 Rxf7 Qh8+ 
doesn’t save Black. 


29.Ne5 Be4 30.Bxe4 Rxd4 31.Bg6+ 
QOf7 32.Bxf7+ Kf8 33.Bxe6+ Ke8 
34.Bxf7+ Kf8 35.Ng6 mate. 


Finally we have quick knockout that 
became the Brilliancy Prize winner for the 
D/E/Unr Section. 


Jocelyn Lee-Rich Deininger 
Danish Gambit [C21] 
“D” Brilliancy Prize game, Round | 


1.e4 e5 2.d4 ed 3.c3 dc 4.Bc4 cb 
95.Bxb2 Nc6 

For those of you who don't remember 
this opening, 5...d5 or Nf6 is supposed to 
lead to equality. Whether the endgame 
that comes about after the former is re- 
ally equal is anybody’s guess. 


6.Nf3 Bb4« 7.Nc3 Nf6 8.0-0 d6? 
8...0-0 9. Nd5 Be7 is a better try. 


9.Nd5 Nxd5? (...Bc5 ) 10.ed Bd7 11.dc 
Bxc6 12.Qb3 d5 13.Rad1 Bd6 14 
Rfel+ Kf8 15.Bxd5 Bxd5 16 Rxd5 h6 
17.Ba3 Rc8 18.Ne5 Qh4 19.Rxd6! 1-0 


Round 2 arrives and several players 
decided to take advantage of our re-entry 
policy and temporarily withdraw from the 
tournament (it cost an additional $40 for 
this privilege). Walter Browne is one of the 
people who take advantage of this option, 
but he left a strange message at the front 
desk. Something like, ‘I would like to re- 
enter, but I also want 2 half point byes in 
the 2 day event’. This didn’t make any 
sense so the tournament staff decided to 
wait for the next day to get an explana- 
tion. Sure enough, Walter showed up on 
time for the first round of the 2-day event 
looking perplexed that we weren’t sure 
whether to pair him or not. The strategy 
didn’t work out, however, as Jordy Mont- 
Reynaud was able to hold Browne to a 
draw in the first round on the black side 
of an Exchange Grunfeld. 

Meanwhile in the main tournament, the 
other titled players run into trouble. Gabe 
Kahane was able to produce a fairly easy 
draw against Jon Grefe and Water 
Shipman was upset by Eugene Levin. On 
Board one, Renard Anderson produced a 
fine exchange sac to save what looked like 
a sure loss to Burt Izumikawa. 


Burt Izumikawa—Renard Anderson 
Najdorf Sicilain [B90] 
Round 2 


1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cd 4.Nxd4 Nfg 
5.Nc3 a6 6.Be3 e5 


At a recent LERA tournament, Renag _ 
tried 6...N$4, made a mistake two moy, 


later and never recovered.The text is One 
of the more common response to White; 
6th move. The other major try is 6...6. 
but that would be a transposition to an. 
other kind of Sicilian. 

7.Nf3 Qc7 8.Be2!? 

Iam not up on the latest Nadorf theory 
but 8 a4 looks like a more challenging try 
Michael Adams has played the tey 
though, so it probably isn’t a bad move 
8...Be7 9.0-0 h6? 








My database doesn't have any example 
of Black's 9th move, and I suspect that 
Renard is winging it now. Why not take 
advantage of White’s omission of a4 with 
9...b5? By the way, in response to (4j 


- 


White has been known play B$5, but this 


doesn't look that fearsome. 
10.Nd2 
This certainly puts the question as to 


the validity of Black’s previous move. Burt 
is planning Nc4 - b6 - d5 with a big clamp. 


- 


10...Be6 11 Nb3 Nc6 12.Nd5 Bxd5 1 | 


ed Nb4 14 c4 


It's beginning to look like something has 
really $one wrong for Black. White is ready 
to start asserting himself on the 


Queenside, and Black's counter play isno } 


where to be found. 


14...a5 15.Bd2 Ne4 16.a3 Nxd2 
17.Qxd2 Na6 18.Qxa5 Qxa5 19.Nxa5 
NeS 20.b4 





It looks like White is just a pawn up with 
Continued on page 8 
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The Crisis in the USCF 


No Magic Wand! 


The United States Chess Federation 
(USCF) is not an easy organization to un- 
derstand. The components of its gover- 
nance structure, operation, tax status, and 
mission are all digested easily enough in 
isolation from one another, but become 
increasingly difficult to cope with when 
they are considered all together, which, 
of course, they must be. We all know how 
much more difficult it is to use the chess 
pieces effectively in combination than it 
is to simply learn the moves of an indi- 
vidual piece, and the USCF presents us 
with a similar challenge. 


The USCF is headquartered in New 
Windsor, NY, where it owns its own build- 
ing, and is a not for profit membership or- 
ganization. Its annual budget is in excess 
of six million dollars and the professional 
staff fluctuates around the forty employee 
mark over time. These are not the num- 
bers of amom and pop store, but neither 
are they representative of a Fortune 500 
company. Moreover, the organization is 
neither a fraternal order of volunteers nor 
a mature for-profit business. Although 
these are our most recognizable organiza- 
tional models, the former operating com- 
paratively loosely and the latter more for- 
merly, mistakes are unavoidably made 
when we assume that either model prop- 
erly describes the USCF. 


The complexity issue is further exac- 
erbated by the fact that the USCF’s gover- 
nance structure is best understood using 
à variation of the first model and its daily 
office operations by a version of the sec- 
ond. As a result, operations and gover- 
nance are in a more or less constant state 
of conflict. Decision making is held hos- 
tage to the competing visions, or of what I 
would consider misunderstandings, of how 
the organization is supposed to function. 


The governance structure is compli- 
cated by several factors. The primary com- 
Plicating factor is the reliance on the rela- 
tively unusual system of representative 
ederations. The USCF governance struc- 


by James Eade 


ture is responsible to, and composed of, 
members of the individual state federa- 
tions. Regular adult dues paying members 
of the USCF cannot participate in USCF 
governance without first operating within 
the state system. This remains a repre- 
sentative form of government in the sense 
that the USCF is nominally a composite 
federation of the various state federations, 
but the implied disenfranchisement of its 
regular members makes it difficult to draw 
meaningful parallels to other organiza- 
tions. Whether this is to the good or illisa 
subject of some other analysis. Here, it is 
sufficient to state that it as a complicating 
factor in the overall system of governance. 


The state federations appoint so 


called “voting members” who cast their 
ballots in USCF Policy Board elections and 
in regional races. The state federations 
also appoint delegates to represent their 
interests at the USCF annual meeting. 


The delegates are the highest author- 
ity in the USCF’s governance system. The 
annual meeting is conducted in a classic 
town hall atmosphere where issues are 
subject to open debate. Theoretically, all 
delegates have equal rights and equal vot- 
ing power. However, they meet infre- 
quently and are, by definition, geographi- 
cally diverse, making them susceptible to 
propaganda, misinformation and the pow- 
ers of a persuasive few. 


Continued on the next page 
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Continued from previous page 


The strengths of the delegate 
system are powerful indeed and 
the weaknesses acute. In order 
to mitigate against some of the 
most severe problems of del- 
egate governance a Policy Board 
was established. The board is 
much smaller, composed of four 
officers and three members-at- 
large, and meets four times a 
year. They are also in frequent 
contact with one another and 
with the USCF office in between 
meetings. Between annual 
meetings the Board is the high- 
est governing authority, and be- 
tween Board meetings, the 
President represents the Board. 


In theory this gives the USCF 
enough flexibility and account- 
ability to both run the daily op- 
erations efficiently and to con- 
form to the mandates and re- 
strictions of the respective gov- 
erning bodies. Practice, in this 
case, makes less than perfect. 


The Board itself has been 
splintered along the lines of pro- 
governance and pro-office. The 
pro-governance members stress 
accountability, process and re- 
view, while the pro-office mem- 
bers stress efficiency and au- 
tonomy. Pro-governance ques- 
tions of accountability become 
challenges to integrity, while an 


insistence on the observance of 
basic business practices gets 
characterized as interference 
and harassment. Pro-office 
votes of confidence are seen as 
cover-ups and working relation- 
ships are portrayed as conspira- 
cies. Both sides settle into a 
comfortable rhythm of knee jerk 
reactions and the organization 
continues to careen towards di- 
saster. 


Disaster? Disaster. We are 
faced with an enormous finan- 
cial shortfall. An office supplied 
fiscal analysis, one that rests on 
optimistic assumptions, puts 
our projected annual loss at 
400K. We have already run up 
300K of debt. We have spent 
over 200K of monies that were 
earmarked to go elsewhere, 
which we will presumably be 
called on to make good one day. 
The report to the delegates in 
Alexandria, Va. in August gave 
virtually no hint of this looming 
financial crisis. The most fun- 
damental of all questions: “What 
happened between August and 
November to account for this 
vast discrepancy?”, remains 
largely unanswered. 

There are those who blame 


the office. There are those who 
blame the system of gover- 


nance. I blame those who cast 
blame. Crisis management is 
called for. Blame can wait. This 
is a time to roll up one’s sleeves 
and get to work on solving seri- 
ous problems. 


There is no possibility of an- 
other dues hike. There is pre- 
cious little reason to anticipate 
a marked turn up in sales of 
books and equipment. All of the 
traditional sources of increased 
revenue have been pretty much 
tapped out. This leaves us only 
with expenses to control. Unfor- 
tunately, the prospect is just a 
bleak in this regard. 


Expense controls usually 
start with the office operations. 
While some of the problems of 
the governance system may in 
some ways be systemic and re- 
sistant to reform, some of the 
problems with the office are eas- 
ily identified and have a ready 
solution. Ready and expensive, 
that is. 


The professional staff is both 
hard working and swamped with 
repetitive, manually intensive 
tasks. Decreasing personnel 
costs through traditional means 
would negatively impact mem- 
bership services. They only so- 
lution is to update the technol- 
ogy in the office. In the long run 
this would be a cost effective 
solution, but in the short run it 
would require significant capi- 
tal outlay. We’re short of funds 
as it is. Where do we find the 
money to do what obviously 


needs to be done? In my pro. 


gramming days we used to call : 


this an endless loop. 


1. Need money 

2. Need to spend money to 
make money 

3. Go to 1 


The problems facin the 
USCF are complicated. There 
are no magic wands to wave and 
no simple solutions to adopt, 
Reducing the real problems to 
simplistic sloganeering will solve 
nothing. It is easy to sit on the 
sidelines and take potshots at 
those struggling to right the ligt. 
ing ship. I know, I used to doi 
myself, but it accomplishes 
nothing. 


What is needed is a third way 


Neither the pro-office nor the | 


pro-governance mentality will 
suffice in our current circum. 
stances. What we need is a cr. 
sis management team. Ideally i 
would be an interdisciplinary 
apolitical task force with power 
to act. It should focus on our fi 
nancial situation and our finan- 
cial situation only. It should dis. 
band once its mission is com- 
pleted. 


In order to implement this 
solution people will have to set 
aside their egos, political agen- 
das and their enchantment with 
the blame game. The stakes are 
too high to do things half way. 
Hard decisions must be made, 
and made quickly. There is no 
time to build consensus and no 
margin for error. 








another to follow in its wake. 
But ... 


20...Rxa5! 


Desperation is the mother 
of invention. The point of this 
positional sacrifice is to erect 
a fortress on the dark squares. 

‘The closed nature of the posi- 
tion will make it very difficult 
for White to make use of his 
Rooks. 


21.ba Bd8 22.f4 


Its important to open the 
position immediately before 
Black can establish his fortress. 
After a non-committal move 
such as 22 Rabl, Black will 
have time to activate his re- 
maining Rook and start the 


Championship Games 


Continued from page 6 


blockade. 
22...Bxa5 23 fxe Bc3 24 Rab1? 


White can't keep the ex- 
change and win the $ame. 
Somehow he must extract the 
Knight from c5 in order to ac- 
tivate his Queenside pawn ma- 
jority. 24. ed is one way to 
undermine c5. 


24...Bxe5 25.Rf3 0-0 26.Bd3 
86 27.84 Kg7 28.h3 Bd4+ 
29.Kf1 Be5 


This is one of those positions 
where the defending side 


doesn't have to do anything but 
wait. If White tries to return his 
booty with Rb5 x c5 he will 
only be worse for the effort 
since the Bishop at d3 is con- 
stricted by his own central 
pawns. So what follows is a fu- 
tile effort to try to finagle a win 
out of nothing. 


30.Ke2 Bd4 31.Kd2 Be5 
32.Bc2 Bd4 33.Re1 Be5 
34.Kc1 Ra8 35.Kb1 Rc8 
36.Ka2 Ra8 37.a4 Nd7 38.Ka3 
Bd4 39.Kb4 Ne5 40.Rf4 Ba7 
41.Ral Rc8 42.Kc3 Bc5 43.a5 


Ra8 44.Ra4 Ra6 45.Rf1 b6 
46.ab Rxb6 47.Bb3 RbS 
49.Bd1 RfS 50 Bb3 1/2-1/2 


The following game is the 
best performance by an indi- 
vidual in the Expert Section for 
the tournament. It is a nice 
example of what can happen to 
White in the Benko Gambit if 
he doesn’t undertake active 
measures to oppose Black’ 
ideas. Is this game the Bril- 
liancy Prize winner? No, al 
though Black played a nice 
$ame, the author of this article 
has seen to many games that 
look like this. If you don't be 
lieve me, check out any collec 
tion of Benko Gambits from the 

Continued on page 11 
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The 14th Annual Sands Regency 


Western States Open 


385 players converged on Reno to vie for the 
Western States Open’s greatest prize fund of 
$40,000! With 9 GMs and 10 IMs in the 65- 
player Open Section points were not easy to 
come by. After the smoke cleared, GMs 
Alexander Ivanov and Walter Browne emerged 
victorious with 5—1 scores. 

GM Browne’s 5th round, 11 hour and 7 
minute (!) two bishops vs IM Anthony Saidy’s 
knight and two pawns game (which Browne 
won!) changed the time control for next year’s 
Western States Open to a third time control of 
sudden death in one hour. Much as I dislike sud- 
den death this $ame proved it's a necessity for 
weekend Swiss tournaments. I much prefer some- 
thing like 30 moves in 30 minutes but I cannot 
get approval from FIDE for rating purposes. The 
games lasted so late Sunday night that I allowed 
winners to forego the G/15 minute playoff match 
with the trophy going to GM A. Ivanov on Weikel 
tie break points (add up the six opponents final 
adjusted scores then subtract the lowest two 
scores). 

This years Western Sates Open was hon- 
ored with the presence of many dignitaries— 
whenever I try to list all of them I always leave 
someone out so let me apologize in advance— 
includin$ newly-elected USCF President, Don 
Schultz and his lovely wife; the former USCF 
President, Denis Barry; newly elected USCF Trea- 
surer, Tom Dorsch; and newly elected USCF 
Member-At-Large, James Eade. Also present was 
IM Josh Waitzkin (of Searching For Bobby 
Fischer fame) along with 9 GMs and 10 IMs. 

The festivities began on Wednesday night 
with GMs “Lubosh” Kavalek and Edmar Mednis 
each playing an 8 board clock-simul (40 moves/ 
2 hours, then sudden death in 1 hour). This type 
of simul differs from the usual simul in the fact 
that each player gets to play an actual game (with 
clock!) against a GM and can take as much time 
as necessary for each move (within the limits of 
the time control). All this plus on the following 
atternoon the GMs and players analyze each 
game! I believe this to be one of the highlights of 
our tournament and one of the reasons you 
should consider entering in next year (only $30). 
One draw was conceded by GM Mednis to Larry 
Parsons (2150) from Boise, ID. Congratulations 


by Jerome V. Weikel 





Larry! If you are considering signing up for this event next year (and you should) 


remember, it’s first come, first served. 


Thursday evening brought more side events. GM Larry Evans (USCF Hall of 
Fame inductee) held his free lecture on international and USCF events which, once 
again, caused me to have to “round up” more chairs to accommodate all the people! 
Larry s lecture grows in attendance every year! In addition, there was a W.B.C.A. (5 
minute) Blitz Tourney won by 1996 US champion GM Alexander Yermolinsky who 
also $ave a 34 Board simul. He yielded two draws to Myron Cook and Dan Wermers 


and one loss to Robert Jellison. All three received 
tee shirts for their efforts. GM Larry Evans's Sat- 
urday afternoon game and position clinic was 
once again a huge success. (This is my personal 
favorite side-event, as amateurs have a chance 
to ask questions one-on-one with a GM.) The 
Quick tourney held on Sunday was won by Jim 
Eade on tie break. 

Congratulations to all the following class 
champions: Senior Champions: a 4 way tie with 
George Abood winning the trophy on tie-break; 
Top Unrated’s Mark Filipas (who won the trophy 
on tie-break) and Stephen House. The Club 
Champions were: Ist, Seattle; 2nd, Reno; 3rd, 
Sacramento; and 4th, Texas! A special congratu- 
lations to my daughter, Kimberly who experi- 
enced her first ever adult tournament win! 

The biggest news of this tournament was that 
the 1999 U.S. Open chess tournament will cel- 
ebrate its centennial at the Sands Regency here 
in Reno Nevada. Circle your calendars for Au- 
gust 1999. Our goal is to make this the best U.S. 
Open ever! 

Fran and I would like to thank our great staff 
for another job well done. Victor Flashman, (Kan- 
sas City); Peter Yu (Marina, CA); Alan Kantor 
(New Windsor, NY); Mike Nagarin (San Diego, CA) 
and David Sheryka (Reno, NV) on the demo 
board. David received several compliments for 
his excellent job. A special proud thanks to my 
daughter, Dana. As usual it is their efforts which 
go unnoticed that make this tournament what it 
is. Its hard to search for another adjective to 
describe our excellent hostess, Barbara Wood- 
ward, her assistant, Terry Lockett and the fabu- 
lous Sands Regency Hotel/Casino after seven 
wonderful years of working with them to bring 
you a top quality chess event. 

Thank you for your continuous support and 
I hope to see you at next year's event: October 
24—26, 1997. 









100th U.S. 
Open to be 
held in Reno 









The U.S. Open will cel- 
ebrate its |00th anniver- 
sary in 1999 in our back 

yard at the Sands Hotel in 

Reno. Jerry Weikel is al- 

ready hard at work nego- 

tiating and planning to 

make this the most memo- 

rable U.S. Open ever with 

$50,000 in guaranteed 

prizes. Each class will have 

a $2,000 first prize. But this 

centennial event is not just 

about the Big Bucks! Fran 

and Jerry are planning 

many special events forthe 

players emphasizing the 

historic significance of this 

tournament. Combine the 

charms of downtown 
Reno with a low entry fee 

and affordable weekday 

$59-a-night rooms at the 

Sands and you have a must- ` 
attend event! 
































—Editor 
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Hard Work Pays Off 





Western States Open: 


A Grandmaster’s View 


It is hardly a secret that to win a major 
tournament a lot of inspiration is required. 
What is often less appreciated is that more 
often than not perspiration is another nec- 
essary attribute. This was proven in spades 
at the 14th Annual Western States Open, 
held at Reno, Nevada, from October 25- 
21, 1996. The key $ames in the Open sec- 
tion were in round five. GM Alexander 
Ivanov defeated IM Josh Waitzkin in ten 
hours and 106 moves, with this phase a 
delicate rook plus pawn versus rook 
endgame. The game between GM Walter 
Browne and IM Anthony Saidy went ‘one 
better’ as it lasted eleven hours and 134 
moves before GM Browne won 
the theoretically important two 
bishops versus knight endgame. 
Yet both grandmasters also dem- 
onstrated wonderful inspiration 
with GM Browne scoring an im- 
pressive last round win over U.S. 
Champion GM Alexander 
Yermolinsky and GM Ivanov 
having earlier demolished the 
Sicilian Defense of GM Lubomir Kavalek. 
Final results showed GMs Browne and 
Ivanov sharing 1st-2nd place with an un- 
defeated 5-1 which was $ood enough to 
share $2500 each (1st prize was $3000, 
and 2nd prize was $2000 ). 


Overall the Open Section was ex- 
tremely strong. The 65 players included 9 
GMs and 10 IMs, with a total of 41 players 
being FIDE rated. There were more than 
ninety cash prize winners in the seven 
section tournament. 


The total number of players was 381, 
compared to last year’s 364. There was a 
major increase in the amount of dollars 
distributed: $40,000 versus $27,670. 
Based on the guarantees, $38,200 was due, 
yet the Sands Regency ‘thought’ that ‘forty 
thousand’ sounded better and threw in the 





by GM Edmar Mednis 


additional money. It should also be ac- 
knowledged that the Sands Regency Ho- 
tel Casino provides $5000 of the base prize 
money. Ms. Barbara Woodward, Sand’s 
Promotions Manager, is the players’ lucky 
charm. She is always there: providing cof- 
fee and cake, arranging and rearranging 
whatever is required and after the last 
round (past midnight!) paying out the 
prizes in cash, The rates for the large de- 
luxe rooms were $29 on Thursday and 
Sunday and $49 for Friday and Saturday. 
No wonder the players stay at the Sands: 
approximately 200 of the hotels 1000 
rooms were taken by us. 


“I like coming to the tournament 
more than I like Christmas because 
now I have so many friends here.” 


—Dana Weikel 


A ‘Weikel tournament’ is what the 
public calls the Western States Open. No 
wonder as the Chief Organizer and TD is 
Jerome Weikel (who this year triples as 
1996 Nevada State Champion) while his 
lovely wife Fran functions as co-organizer. 
Their 13-year-old daughter Dana does 
much of the required paperwork while ten- 
year-old Kimberly is the other chess player 
in the family (having won her first two 
games during the event!) and also helps 
with the organizing work. The spirit be- 
hind the family’s effort is well illustrated 
by something Dana admitted recently: “I 
like coming to the tournament more than 
I like Christmas because now I have so 
many friends here.” Yet one family can’t 
do everything. The excellent tournament 
staff also included Victor Flashman, Alan 
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Kantor, and Peter Yu. 


Because Jerry Weikel puts the play. 
ers first, he strives to turn the Wester 
States Open into a true chess festival. The 
WBCA Blitz tournament held on Wedne. 


day, October 23 was won by Alexander 


Reprintsev. A new feature that evening 
were clock simuls by GM Kavalek and 
myself. The arrangements were most at- 
tractive for the players and spectators. 
Each GM played eight boards on his side 
of a spacious, well lit room. GM Kavalek 
won all games; Expert Larry Parsons drew 
against me. Next afternoon the GMs te. 
turned and, again separately, went over 
the games played. Thursday 
evening GM Larry Evans gave a 
well attended and received lec- 
ture on how to play against chess 
computers. GM Evans made ex 
cellent use of some of GM David 
Bronstein's experiences. [Eds 
Note: See Evans's column later 
in this issue.] On Saturday after 
noon GM Evans gave an instruc- 
tive clinic on the player's own games. The 
regular simul given by GM Yermolinsky 
was held on Thursday evening. The U.S. 
Champion scored 32 wins, allowed two 
draws (D. Wermers and M. Cook) and lost 
to Robert Jellison—rated 1340! A com- 
plete selection of chess books and equip 
ment was provided by Jay Blem of National 
Chess and Games. 


Jerry Weikel's dream remains to have 
500 players by 1998. In the meanwhile, the 
dates and site for 1997 are set: October 24- 
26 at the Sands Regency. And get ready for 
the future: The 100th Anniversary U.S. 
Open will be held starting on August 9, 199? 
in Reno. Yes, the Chief Organizer will be 
Jerry Weikel and the site will be the Sands 
Regency Casino. The Sands is providiné al 
of the $50,000 prize money. 
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by Mark Pinto 


The 14th Annual Western States Open, held in Reno, was the site of an unusual coincidence. 


IM V. McCambridge (2501)- 


M. Pinto (2246) 


Round 2, 10/25/96 


1.e4 c5 2.b3 Ne6 3.Bb2 d6 4.f4 e5 5.Nf3 Bg4 6.Bb5 
f6 7.ha Bd7 8.0-O N8e7 9.Na3 a6 10.Nc4 Qc7 
11.Bxc6 Nxc6 12.a4 Be7 13.d3 O-O 14.Ne3 Rae8 
15.Nd5 Qd8 16.f5 Nb4 17.Ne3 b5 18.axb5 
axb519.c3 Ne6 20.d4 exd4 21.cxd4 Qc7 22.Nd5 
Qb7 23.dxe5 dxc5 24.Nh4 Bd8 25.Rf4 Ne526.Rc1 
c4 27.Bxe5 fxe5 28.Rg4h5 29.Rxg7+ Kxg7 
30.Q0xh5 Qa7+ 31.Kh2 Qa6 32.Q84+ Kh6 33.bxc4 
Rg834.Ng6 Rx$6 35.Qxg6+ Qxg6 36.fxg6 Kxg6 


31.K$3 B$5 38.Rc2 bxc4 39.Rxc4 ReS 40.Rb4 Rc6 
41.Rb8 Be642.Rb7 Ra6 43.Rb6 Rxb6 44.Nxb6 


1/2-1/2 
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After 52.Bxc3 


Walter would score the win in 134 moves! 


The next round, I was paired next to GM Walter Browne. I showed Walter the final position and asked him if it was a win. He 
replied that it would be difficult to win but that he would try to torture white and play it out. Little did we know that two rounds 
later, Walter would have the same ending versus IM Anthony Saidy! 


Championship Games 


Continued from page 8 


early to mid 70s. 


Stuart Wittenstein- 
Pascal Baudry 
Benko Gambit [A59] 
Round 2 


1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 
4.cb a6 5.ba Bxa6 6.Nc3 d6 
7.Nf3 £6 S.e4.Bxf1 9.Kxf1 
Nbd7 10.83 Bg7 11.Kg2 
Qb6!? 

Black usually waits a move 
before committing his Queen. 
Though to tell you the truth, I 
can't see anyway for White to 
exploit this move order. 


12.Rel Ng4!? 13.Re2 0-0 
14,.Re2? 


This maneuver is in the 
books, but it doesn’t look right. 
Does the Rook really belong 
here? I doubt it. 14 Bg5 should 


offer a better chance for an 
advantage. 


14...c4 15.Qe2 Rfc8 16.Nd1 
Nge5 17.Nxe5 Nxe5 


There is definitely enough 
play for the pawn. White prob- 
ably needs to oppose Bishops 
(Bd2-c3 ) to avoid slipping into 
a lost game. His next more does 
not address his current prob- 
lems. 


18.Ne3 Qd4 19.f3 Qd3 20.a3 
Rab8 21.Nd1? Nxf3! 


A nice little combination that 
puts the game away for all prac- 
tical purposes. 


22.0xd3 Nel« 23.Kf1 Nxd3 
24.Rb1 c3 25.b4 Nc5 26.Nf2 


Not 26. Nxc3 Na4 winning a 
piece. 


26...Bd4 27 Bf4 g5?! 


This looks like a case of be- 
ing overly cute. Winning an- 
other pawn with 27...Bxf2 fol- 
lowed by Nxe4 is simple 
enough. The text allows White 
to complicate matters with 28. 
Rd1 Bxf2 29. be though Black 
is still winning the endgame 
after 29...8f 30. Kxf2 fg+ 31. hg 
Rxc5. In the resulting position, 
Black simply has to march is 
King up to e5 and then under- 
mine the d-pawn with f5 (a 
typical Benko motif). 
28.Bxg5? Bxf2 29.Rxf2 Nxe4 
(the point) 30.Bxe7 Nd2+ 


31.Rxd2 cd 32.Bg5 Rc3 
33.a4 Rxb4 Resigns 


One of the most entertaining 
games of the tournament was 
played in the second round. 
Here it is. 

Aaron Stearns- 
Dmitry Zilberstein 
Center Counter Def [B01] 
Round 2 


1.e4 d5 2.ed Qxd5 3.Nc3 
Qa5 4.d4 Nf6 5.Nf3 Nc6 
6.Bb5 Ne4 7.0-0!? 


In Informate speak this is a 
novelity. 7.Qd3 is the ususal 
response. 


7...Nxe3 8.Bxc6+ be 9.be 
Bf5 


Its usually a good practice to 
complete ones development 
before going after pawns. Par- 
ticularly if there double and 
backward. There is ,however, 
no immediate refutation to 

Continued on next page 
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Qxc3J. 
10.Bd2 Qa4 11.Ne5 Qxc2 ?! 


Dmitry is psychologically 
from Missouri. I doubt the ben- 
efits from grabbing this pawn 
are worth the pain that Black 
must now endure. Particularly 
since his extra pawn is doubled 
and isolated, meaning he can’t 
use it to create a passed pawn 
now or in the future. 


12.Qf3 Qe4 13.083 e6 
14.Rfel Qd5 15.c4! 


Removing the Queen from its 
strong central post is important 
if White is going to be able to 
get to Black’s King while it is 
still in the Center. 


15...Qxd4? 

The Queen is going to be 
kicked around anyway, so 
Dmitry probably feels he might 
as well be up a pawn for his 
troubles. The problem is this 
just opens more lines in front 
of his King. 
16.Be3! 


The alternative, 16.Bc3 Qc5 
17.Rad1 Bg6 18.Nd7 Bd6 does 


not look overly dangerous to 
Black. 


16...Q0b2 17.0f3 Qb7 
18.Rab1 Qa6 


Of course not Bxbl?? 
19.0xf7 4 Kd8 20.Qd7 mate. 
19.Rb6 

An esthetically pleasing re- 
sponse, that as we shall see 
wins by force. Also possible is 
19.84 first, to elimate back rank 
mate threats (Bg6 is forced 
since Black will be mated after 
19...f6 20.8f ef 21.fe). On the 
other hand, Black might get 
away after 19.Bb6? 0-0-0. 


19...Qa4 20.Rb5 Qa6 


y 7 YEA 
ER AQ 
Z P 
2 b yyy Ul m 
Uy WY 





21.Bb6 


White has offered two 
interfence sacrafices, and 
Black can’t take either one. 
21...ab 22.Qxc6+ Ke7 23.Qd7+ 








Championship Games 


Continued from previous page 


Kf6 24.Qxf7+ Kg5 25.84 White 
regains the piece with a crush- 
ing attack. Even worse is 
21...cb? 22.0c6+ Ke7 23.Qd7+ 
Kf6 24.Qxf7+ Kg5 25.Be3+ Kh4 
26.Nf{3+ Kg4 27.h3 mate. Try- 
ing to hold the c-pawn with 
21.Qb7 Bxa7 22.Qa6 23.Nxc6 
threatening Rxf5 does offer 
much relief. By the way, the 
simple looking 21.Nxc6 is even 
Stronger, since 21...Qc8 
22.Nxa7 Qd8 23.Qc6+ Ke7 
24.Rxf5 is close to mate. 
21...0-0-0 22.Bxa7! Qxa7 
23.Nxc6 Qa8 24.Ra5 Qxa5 
On 24...Qb7 25.Ra7 Black 
will have to give up his Queen 
under marginally less favorable 
circumstances. 
25.Nxa5 Rd6 


The real tragedy is Black 
can’t complete his develop- 
ment since 25...Bd6 26.e5 
costs more material. 


26.c5 Rd5 27.Qb3 Bxc5 (?) 
28.Qb7+ Kd7 29.Qc6+ Kd8 
30.Qa8+ Kd7 31.Qxh8 Bb4 
32.Rf1 Bxa5 33.Qx$7 Bg6 


The smoke has cleared and 
White is up a massive amount 
of material. But for the mo- 
ment, Black's remaining forces 
are better coordinated. So how 
should White proceed? Con- 
sider the position from Black's 
point of view. In order to stay 
in the $ame, he must keep the 
Rooks on the board, since the 
Bishops will not be able to hold 
up against the Queen on their 
own. Therefore, the logical con- 
tinuation for White is 34.Qal 
threatening to trade Rooks. If 
Black avoids further ex- 
changes, then White will have 
the d-file from which he should 
be able to organize a mating 
net. 


34.84? Bb6 35.Kg2? 


White should not allow Black 
to get even more active by seiz- 
ing the 7th Rank. 


35...Rd2 36.h4 Rxa2 37.h5 





L2 


Be4+ 38.Kg3 Ke7 39.Qg5+ 
Kd7 40.Qf4 f5 41.85 


On the surface it looks as 
though the $-pawn cannot be 
stopped. 


41...Bc5 42.Rd1+ Bd6 
43.Rxd6+ 


White must give up the ex- 
change now, otherwise Bd5 will 
cost even more material. 
43...cd 44.86 hg 45.hg? 

An unfortunate decision 
since the pawn is exposed on 


£6. The pawn would Queen af- 
ter 46.h6. 


45...e5 46.085 Ral 47.Qf6 
f4+ 1/2-1/2 


The second day of our event 
was rather hectic from the or- 
ganizers perspective, but | 
hope fairly smooth from the 
players point of view. This day 
featured two separate tourna- 
ment schedules that merged in 
the 4th round of the main 
event. Not surprisingly the two 
day event was dominated by 
youngsters. I suppose its much 
easier for their parents who 
only had to shuttle to the tour- 
nament site for two out of three 
days. A few players took advan- 
tage of the re-enter option in- 
cluding one of whom I know 
hates quick time controls. But 
I guess there is no accounting 
for the desire to improve ones 
standing in the tournament. Of 
all the re-entrants, I would say 
only Clarence Lehman was 
successful in that regard. 


Julia Vizcaino- 
Ashley Williams 
Morra Gambit [B21] 
“C” Brillancy Prize, Round 3 


1.e4 c5 2.d4 cd 3.c3 Qa5 ?! 


If you're looking for off-beat 
ways of declining the gambit, 
3...d3 or e5 are worth a look. 
The text doesn’t impress me as 
a good idea since the Queen is 
likely to be offside once White 
castles. 


4.Nf3 Nc6 5.Bc4 dc 6.Nxc3 
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Nf6 7.0-0 Ne5? 


This exchange doesn’t help | 
Black’s development nor dogs 
it remove a more active White 
piece from the center. So a no. 
mal developing move such 
7..e6 was more likely to / 
achieve equality. 


8.Nxe5 Oxe5 9.83 e6 10.Bf4 
Qc5 11.Nb5 


Black already looks busted 
He is miles behind in develop. 
ment and he can’t get his King 
to safety anytime in the ney 
future. From Blacks perspec. 
tive, it’s time to consider re. 
turning the extra pawn in the 
hope of getting away (11...d6) 


11...e5 ?! 12.Rc1 Kd8 
13.Be3 Qe7 14.Bb3! 


Threatening 15. Bc5 or Bxa’. 
b6+. Black doesn’t have an ad. 
equate defense. 


14...b6 15.Nxa7 Bb7 16.QQ 


Also strong is the direct 
16.Bxb6+ Kd8 17.Nb5. 


16...d5 17.Bxb6+ Ke8 
18.Ba4+ Nd7 19.Qc7 Ba6 
20.Nc8 Bxc8 21.Qxc8+ Rxc§ 
22.Rxc8+ Qd8 23.Rxd8+ 
Ke7 24.Rxd7+ 1-0 


A very impressive perfor- 
mance by Ms. Vizcaino, par. 
ticularly considering that she | 
was playing up a class in this 
event. 

The only real controversy in | 
the tournament occurred in | 
one of the “A” section games 
at the end of round 4. Some 
how almost two time controls 
had been played through with- 
out a single open file being pro- 
duced. Only the Knights had 
been exchanged and though 
Black was up a pawn, it was | 
blockaded, not passed and ) 
doubled. Once White’s clock 
ran down to 5 minutes, he re- 
quested an adjudicated draw 
(which you can do in Sudden | 
Death time controls). There : 
was a ton of pieces on the board 
so we were not about to declare 
a draw. The problem was that 
neither Peter Yu nor I could see 
how either side could realisti- 


; 


cally win the game. So we | 


chose to invoke the “Progress 


rule" which says that the TD. } 


will monitor the $ame for a cer 
Continued on page 14 
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Stanford Sectionals 


by Adrian Keating-Clay and Alan Stein 


Chess at the Tressider Student Union 





The recent Stanford Sectionals was a huge success. On November 23, 1996, Oak Lounge West, a spacious room located 
on the second floor of the Tressider Student Union, was occupied by 58 tournament players as well as several other 
chess enthusiasts. The tournament was run by Richard Koepcke, Adrian Keatinge-Clay, and Alan Stein. 


Because of the large turnout, 
the tournament was divided into six 
sections. 


The tournament players expe- 
rienced a number of luxuries at 
Stanford. There was free parking 
next to the site. Free donuts and 
coffee were available. Several res- 
taurants were located downstairs 
from the tournament room. The 
tournament hall itself was quite 
pleasant, with large windows and a 
high ceiling. Indeed, the setting was 
perfect for a good chess tourna- 
ment. 


The Cardinal Chess Club, the 
promoter of the tournament, hosted 
eight players of its own at the tour- 
nament. Of those eight, five—Doug 
Enright, David Tay, Vashist Vadi, 
Shaffique Adam, and Tze Chin 
Ong—came away with a prize, dem- 
onstrating the potential of 
Stanford’s young chess club. 


From the response received, it 
seems that the chess community 
would like the Stanford Sectionals 
to be held more often. The Cardi- 
nal Chess Club hopes to now host 
the tournament once every three 
months or so. Keep your eyes open 
lor the next Stanford Sectionals. 


Here are two games from the 
Stanford Sectionals annotated by 
NM Alan Stein: 


In this game, White gets dis- 
tracted by the central battle and 
leaves his king on e1. As is usual in 
such situations, the battle soons 
teaches home, and the exposed 
king is all that matters. 


T. Lagier-G. Sanchez 
Stanford Sectionals, Nov. 23, 1996 


1.d4 d5 2.Bg5 h6 3.Bf4 Nf6 4.e3 c6 5.c4 e6 6.Nc3 


Round |, board #7 


Stanford Sectionals 


Ist Section 
| st 
2nd 


2nd Section 


ost 


| 3rd Section 
. lst 
2nd 


4th Section 
| st 


5th Section 
Ist 
And 


6th Section 


Ist 


2nd - 


Thomas Wolski (2412) .- 
Jordy Mont-Reynaud (2268) 
Agnis Kaugars (2209) 

James Al-Shamma (2159) 
Dana Mackenzie (2151) 


Micah Fisher-Kirshner (1951) 


Doug Enright (1939) 


David Hoffman (1544) 
Michael Lico (1687) 

Liam MacDermod (1386) 
William Scott (1250) 


Matthew Ho (1162) 
Vitaliy Vatkouskiy (1025) . 


David Tay (Unr) 
Vasisht Vadi (Unr) 
Jonas Mutuc (Unr) 
Latrael Eagles (810) — 
Ben Mlynash (816) . 


Robert Chan (1196) 
Tze Chin Ong (Unr) 
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Shafique Adam (Unr) — 


Nbd7 7.cxd5 exd5 8.Bd3 Be7 
9.Nf3 Nh5 10.Bg3 Nxg3 11.hxg3 
Nf6 12.Ne5 Bd6 13.Nf3 Qe7 
14.Qd2 Ne4 15.Bxe4 dxe4 
16.Ng1 O-O 17.Nge2 Re8 18.Nf4 
b6 19.Qe2 c5 20.d5 QeS5 21.Rh5 
Qf6 22.0c2 Bg4 


A 

^ 

ZZ 
Va 

7 


4 4 
AN 
Y , Y ZG 7 
WG RY 
2 fea, Y 





A 
A 
Y 








Y 


23.Nxe4 Rxe4 24.Qxe4 Bxh5 
25.Nxh5 Qxb2 26.Qb1 Qc3+ 
21.Kdl Qe4 28.e4 Ofl« 29.Kd2 
Qxf24 30.Kd1 Be5 31.Kc1 Qel1- 
32.Kc2 Qxe44 33.Kc1 Qel+ 
34.resigns O-1. 


Here we see White fall for a 
nice tactic, leaving Black with an 
extra pawn on the queen's half of 
the board, which Black uses to $ood 
effect. 


Elliot Temple-Mike Lico 
Stanford Sectionals, Nov. 23, 1996 
Round 2, board #1 | 


1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 e6 3.Bf4 d5 4.e3 
c5 5.c3 Ne6 6.Nbd2 Be7 7.h3 O- 
O 8.Bd3 a6 9.Bh2 b5 


Black makes a bid for the ini- 
tiative on the queenside. Normal for 
White would be to make his own bid 
in the center. However, after Black's 
tenth, White first makes a sound 
direct challenge for space on the 


Continued on page 18 
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tain number of moves and if the 
side with the time advantage 
does not make progress toward 
winning the game it is declared 
a draw. The idea is to prevent 
one side from just shifting his 
pieces around, while waiting 
for his opponents flag to drop. 
Well as you would probably 
guess, this didn’t go over very 
well. There followed a rather 
excited discussion involving 
the staff, Black ( who thought 
we were trying to cheat him ) 
and others who frankly had no 





Championship Games 


Continued from page 12 


9.Bb2 

9.de de 10.Be3 c6 and Black 
has an easy life. 
9...e4 10.Nel d5 

It took awhile, but I felt re- 
ally good about this active 
move! ...e3?! 11.fe Ng4 12.Nc3 
Ne313. Ne3 Re3 14.Qd2 felt 


I'd envisioned this several 
moves ago. I must use my 
initative or be pushed back. 
16.Ne4 b5 17.Qc2 

17.Nb5 ed 18.Qb5 Rb8 
19.Qa4 Be4 wins. 
17...Bc4 18.Ne4 

18.Be4 Ne4 19.Ne4 f5 20.Nc3 


29...Qd5 is simpler. Just Cen. 
tralize the Queen! 
30.Re3 Rc8 31.Qe5 a4 


I can offer the e-pawn ag th, 
a-pawn is well advanced for an 
easy win. 
32.Kg2 Qc2 33.h4 h5 
34.Re4 a3 35.Re2 Qc4 
36.Rel Qc3 37.Qc3 Re3 


The bridge is built so Iv. 
merely to waltz over to the Q. 
side! 
38.Re8 Kg7 39.Ra8 Kf6 
40.Ra5 Ke6 41.Ra7 Kd5 


) 


e 


stake in the outcome of the like a bit of a waste of time. Qd4 21.Nb5! Qb2 22.0c4 Kh8 42.Rf7 Ke4 0-1 Igor 
ver reip uie dp sides  11.Rc1 23. Ne7 White wins. Better Is As is typical in the Open Sec. He 
mn a ME oe The normal 11.Nc2 runs into a ees eee Maps tion, the 5th round turned out | 
Black bites declared the game ...de 12.be Nb6! 13.Ne3 Nga! BbO! ee 1 : A ne : to be the decisive round of the ie 
a draw 4 moves later, ending Ai MI M NUES E WT E tournament. Alan Stein ver. us 
} FAS Od4 wins. 18...Rc8! tured a Bogo-Indian (not part | 
the controversy. I think in the Fries i 
future I will make it a point to 11..-de 12.be Nb6 13.Qb3 A quite move which nets a ©! his normal repertoire) (21 


have a clock available that has 
an “Allegro” time function on 
it so that these kind of debates 
don't get repeated. 


Emmanual Perez- 
Walter Browne 
English Opening [A26] 
Round 4 
Annotations by W. Browne 


1.c4 e5 2.Nc3 d6 3.83 Nd7 
4.Bg2 $6 5.d4 Bg7 6.Nf3 
Ngf6 7.0-0 0-0 8.b3 Re8 





13.c5 Ne4 14.Bal e3 with 
good play. 
13...c6 14.Nc2 Be6 15.Ne3 
Nxc4! 











pawn without counterplay! 


19.Rfel Ne4 20.Be4 Ba2 
21.Ral Bd5 22.Bxd5 cd 
23.Qb3 a5! 


With two connected outside 
pawns plus a better bishop, it’s 
over. 
24.e4! 

The only chance. 
24...de 25.Qb5 Rb8 26.Qe2 
Rb2! 27.Qb2 Bd4 28.Qa3 
Bal 29.Qa1 Qd2?! 


against Water Browne and 
quickly got a lost game for his 
efforts when he failed to find 


the right square for his King ; 


Bishop. Meanwhile, on board}, 
Eugene Levin's nice run came 
to an end in the following game 


Jon Grefe—Eugene Levin 
Petroff Defence [C42] 
Round 5 


1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.d3 


White wants to avoid a shan 
Continued on page 20 
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FIND OUT WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE WORLD OF BLITZ CHESS 


p^ N ¢ Compare your ability with the world’s greatest players while playing 


the fastest most exciting game on earth! 
J OIN 


* Become aWBCA member for $13 a year! Enjoy 4 issues of Blitz Chess and 
receivean official international Blitz rating. 
THE 
AT 
WBCA 


e Send $1 ($2 international) today for a trial issue of Blitz Chess. 
If you love Chess and 


e Become a WBCA Affiliate for only $3° ayear and get free listings for your 
club and upcoming events in Blitz Chess hefty commissions, and 25 free 
you want action, Blitz is 
the answer! 











issues after two events! 


° Blitz Chess: Many top G.M.'s annotate latest games. Problems by 
world renowned problemist Pal Benko,selected Blitz games, tables 
and stories.List of all WBCA Affiliates, members ratings and 
upcoming events. 

* Visability: Just send in severai games and a good photo with your 


crosstable from your latest event and there is an excellent chance for an 
article in Blitz Chess! 


'"U.S. $13,scholastic $10 All other countries $15 All U.S. airmail. New Rates 4-1-94 


World Blitz Chess Association 


8 Parnassus Rd. ° Berkeley, CA 94708 
Fax # (510) 486 - 8078 * Ph. # (510) 549 - 1169 









Play in WBCA rated 
events worldwide from 
San Francisco to Nepal! 
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Ivanov and Cartagena Win 


26th Annual Carrol M. Capps 
Memorial Chess Tournament 


Igor Ivanov and Omar Cartagena tied for first with scores of 4.5-0.5 to win the 26th Annual Carroll Capps Memorial Chess Cham- 
pionship. The tournament was held at the Mechanics Institute in San Francisco. Mike Goodall was the director as he has been for 
the past 26 years. 


Jon Baker was third with 4-1. James Al-Shamma won the best expert prize with 4-1. Jack Lee won best Class A with 4-1. Ian 
Zimmerman won best Class B with 3.5-1.5. 


The result of the 'B' prize winner, Ian Zimmernan, was noteworthy. He defeated James Al-Shamma (2159), David Klinetobe 
(2188), and Victor Ossipov (2234), drew with Robert Kichinski (2209) and lost only to Walter Browne (2644). 


The last round featured two exciting games on the top boards. 
The game Shipman-Ivanov was noteworthy in that two queens were 
forked by a knight. I do not recall ever seeking this happen in a tour- 
nament game. Has anybody else ever seen it? Meanwhile, in the pre- 


Capps Memorial 


November 8-10. 1996 mier game of the tournament, Omar Cartagena defeated Walter 
: Browne. Grandmaster Browne lost with a variation he has played ex- 
By Mike Goodall clusively for the last 32 years. 


Sam Sloan 





Winner Score Prize 


Overall €0e060(6009000000000000009909 


Ist-2nd IM Igor Ivanov 425-05. $313 


Omar Cartagena Games from Capps 


3rd Jon Baker 40-10 $150 
Expert Compiled by Sam Sloan 
Ist James Alshamma 4.0-1.0 $200 
A Shipman Walter-—Litowsky Daniel 
Ist Jack Lee 40-!1.0 $175 Capps Memorial, San Francisco, 1996 
mer 1.d4 d5 2.B$5 Nd7 3.e3 Ngf6 4.Nd2 c6 5.c3 e5 6.dxe5 Nxe5 7.Ngf3 
: N$6 8.e4 Be7 9.Bxf6 Bxf6 10.exd5 Qxd5 11.Be4 Qc5 12.Ne4 Qe7 
Ist 5- |. ners | i 
Du. cerca FEN ea 13.0-0 0-0 14.Rel Qd8 15.Qxd8 Bxd8 16.Nd6 Be? 17.Nxf7 Rxf7 
C 18.Re8+ Nf8 19.Ng5 1-0 
Ist Felix Rudyak 25-25 $125 Shipman Walter-Ivanov Igor 
Unrated Capps Memorial, San Francisco, 1996 
Ist—2nd Rodrigo Silveira 10-40 $50 1.d4 Nf6 2.g3 c5 3.d5 b5 4.Bg2 d6 5.e4 g6 6.h3 Bg7 7.e5 dxe5 


8.Be3 Nbd7 9.Ne2 0-0 10.0-0 Bb7 11.Na3 b4 12.Nc4 e4 13.Nf4 
Nb6 14.Na5 Ba6 15.Rel Rc8 16.Nc6 Qd6 17.a3 b3 18.cxb3 e5 
19.Rel exf4 20.Bxc5 Qd7 21.Ne7+ Kh8 22.Nxc8 Rxc8 23.Bxb6 
In the dramatic last round, co-champion Omar |  axb6 24.Rxc8+ Bxc8 25.gxf4 Bf8 26.Qd4 Qd6 27.Rxe4 Kg8 28.Re3 
Cartagena beat GM Walter Browne in a time Bf5 29.Re3 Nh5 30.Re6 Qd7 31.d6 Bxh3 32.Bxh3 Qxh3 33.d7 Qg4+ 
scramble thriller while IM Igor Ivanov defeated 34.Kf1 Qf3 35.Kel Nxf4 36.Kd2 Qxce6 37.d482Q Ne6 38.08xb6 Nxd4 
IM Walter Shipman on the adjacent board. The 39.Qxd4 h5 40.b4 Qh1 41.b5 h4 42.b6 h3 43.Qd7 Qf3 44.b7 Qxf2+ 
26th Annual Capps Memorial was a five-round 45.Kd3 Qxb2 46.Qc8 Qxa3+ 47.Kc2 h2 0-1 

Swiss played at the historic Mechanic’s Institute Cartagena Omar-Gross Ben 

with 61 players. The tournament director was Capps Memorial, San Francisco, 1996 

Mike Goodall and the tournament organizer was 1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Be4 Be7 4.0-0 Nf6 5.d3 0-0 6.Re1 d6 7.c3 a6 
Max Wilkerson. 8.Bb3 Na5 9.Bc2 c5 10.Nbd2 Nce6 11.Nf1 Ne8 12.Ne3 $6 13.Nd5 


Continued on page 18 


Casey Wichert 
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4th Annual Fresno County 


Chess Championship 


by Dennis Wajckus 


The 4th Annual Fresno County Championship was a huge 
success! 


A record crowd of 80 players participated in the event held 
in the West wing of the St. Agnes Medical Center. Ten-time U.S. 
Open champion Grandmaster Walter Browne was our special 
guest. Walter thrilled us with an hour long lecture on Sunday 
between the last two rounds, when he discussed in detail on a 
large demo board, his recent victory over the second highest 
rated player in the country, Alex “The Yerminator” Yermolinsky. 
He also answered questions from those attending the lecture. 
Grandmaster Rosendo Balinas (2432) also played in the event 
as did Senior Master William Duckworth (2458). 


However... when the smoke cleared, the highest rated player 
in Fresno, Artak Akopian (2363) was the winner with the only 
perfect 5-0 score. Artak has now won 3 of the 4 such events 
held in November! 


GM Browne (2641) $ave up a draw to the legendary Master 
Viktors Pupols (2307) in round 3 and then in round 4 on Sun- 
day was defeated in a wild last second time scramble by local 
master Dr. Timothy J. Roth (2235). 


Here is the key third round encounter between Browne and 
Pupols on Saturday night: 


Viktors Pupols (2307)-GM Walter Browne (2641) 
4th FCC- Rd #3 
English (Pupols System) 
1.e4 c5 2.c4 e5 3.Nc3 Nc6 4.83 $6 5.Bg2 Bg7 6.d3 Nge7 
41.Nge2 O-O 8.O-O d6 9.a3 a5 10.Nb5 f5 11.Bd2 fxe4 
12.dxe4 Be6 13.Rc1 a4 





On the surface black appears to have the better cards with 
the half open f file, the potential outpost on d4, and the a4 pawn 





With a perfect 5-0 Artak Akopian receives the $500 
first prize from organizer Dennis Wajckus. 


restraining the white queenside. Now starts a period of odd ma- 
neuvers. 


14.Re2 Qd7 15.Bg5 Nd4 16.Nexd4 cxd4 17.Qd3 Nc6 
18.Bd2 Na5 19.Bb4 Nxce4 20.Rxc4 Qxb5 21.Rxd4 Qxd3 
22.Rxd3 Bc4 23.Rxd6 Bxf1 24.Bxf1 RfcS 25.Bc3 Bf$ 26.Rd7 
Rxc3 


The white pieces are too strong so Browne gives back the 


exchange. The spectators had the feeling that Viktors was stil. | 


in his ‘book’. 
27.bxc3 Rec8 28.Rxb7 Rxe3 29.Ra7 Rxa3 
Is the passed a pawn a potential winner? 
30.Be4+ Kh8 31.Ra8 Kg7 32.Ra7+ Kh8 33.Ra8 Kg7 1/2-1/2 
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Drawn by repetition; If the black king tries to es- 
cape to h6 after 39.Ra7+ then black is in near zugzwang 
as white weaves a mating net with the h and g pawns. 
A typical Pupols game that made perfect sense to 
Viktors while being a black hole to the spectators. 


As always in Fresno, a great emphasis is placed on 
the upsets by the lower rated players. Julie Vizcaino 
(1395) of Shackleford School won the individual $20 
upset prize for her 471 rating point upset win in Round 
5 over Telman Akopian. Here is Julie’s other big upset 
of 397 points from round 2. The moral of this game is 
to hang tough even if you drop a piece: 


Andy Swanson (1792)-Julie Vizcaino (1395) 
4th FCC - Rd #3 
Scilian (2.f4) 
1.e4 c5 2.f4 d6 3.Nf3 Nf6 4.Nc3 Nc6 5.Be4 Na5 
6.Bb5+ Nc6 7.0-O Bd7 8.e5 dxe5 9.fxe5 Nxe5 


Fresno County 
Championship 


Grand Champion Winner 
Artak Akopian (plaque + $500) 


2nd Overall 
Emmanuel R. Perez ($300) 


Ist Expert 
Haryanto Daud (plaque) 
Thomas Ashley 


Ist A class 
Owen Overton (plaque) 
Raul Buguosen 
Walter Stellmacher 
Darren W. Russell 


Ist B class 

Alfred Abraham (plaque) 
Ist C class 

John A. Estrada (plaque) 

William J. Lewis 

David McDaniel 
Ist D class 

Julie Vizcaino (plaque) 
Ist E/Unrated 

Dieter Grober (plaque) 








Julie Viscaino pockets a crisp $20 bill from 
Dennis Wajckus for a 471-point upset. 


10.Nxe5 Bxb5 
Julie drops a piece... 
11.Nxb5 a6 12.Nxf7!? Kxf7 
And Andy sacs it back to expose the black king! 


13.Nc3 e6 14.d3 Be7 15.Qh5+ Kg8 16.Qf3 b6 17.Bg5 h6 18.Bh4 Kh7 
19.Rfe1Rf£8 20.Rxe6 Qd7 21.Rae1Rae8 22.h3 c4 23.d4 Qxd4+ 24.Bf2 
Qd7 25.Bxb6 Rf7 26.Qc6 Qxc6 27.Rxc6 Bc5+ 28.Bxc5 Rxel+ 29.Kh2 
Rc1 30.Rxa6 Rxc2 31.Na4 Ne4 32.Bd4 Rd7 33.Be3 Rd3 34.Bf4 g5 
35.Re6 $xf4 36.Rxe4 f3 37.Re1 Rxg2+ 38.Kh1 Rdd2 39.Nc3 Rh2+ 
40.Kg1 f2+?! 


Rdg2+ is mate in two. 
41.Kfl Rh1+ 42.Kg2 fxe1Q 43.Kf3 Rf2+ 44.Kg4 Qg1+ 45.Kh4 0-1 


The Visalia Chess Club donated two Cal Chess memberships as prizes. 
One of these memberships was won by young Keith Yost (1163) of Madera 
for the most Cumulative Upset points while the membership for Best Fresno 
Ladies Score which was won by Vinka Bell (1164) of Coarsegold. All play- 
ers 16 and under who did not win a cash prize received a chess book 
prize. The majority of these books were donated by a generous anony- 
mous donor we wish to thank! 


Over $2,000 in prize money was awarded as well as custom made 
plaques to each of the category winners. In the case of a tie the plaque 
was awarded to the tied player with the highest average rating of oppo- 
nents (prize money in that section was split evenly between tied players). 


The next similar event at St. Agnes will be the 17th annual San Joaquin 
Championship to be held May 17 & 18, 1997. A one day “warm up” event 
(Fresno Spring Quad) will be held on Saturday 19 April 1997. Call Dennis 
or Marian (Fresno Chess club) at: (209) 252-4484 for more details. 


We again want to thank the St. Agnes Medical Center for the use of 
their fine facility for this USCF rated event sponsored by the Fresno Chess 
Club. Thanks to Senior Director Allan H. Fifield who did a fine job with 
our record crowd and a special thanks to Louis Spate for manning the 
demo board. Thank you to Bonnie and Keith Yost who added many fine 
contributions to our coffee and goodie table! 


Additional games and commentary by Allan Fifield can be found on 
page 19. 
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Games from Capps 


Continued from page 15 


Ng7 14.d4 Be6 15.Nxe7+ 
Nxe7 16.dxe5 d5 17.Bg5 Re8 
18.Bf6 Qd7 19.Qd2 dxe4 
20.Qxd7 Bxd7 21.Bxe4 Nc6 
22.Bd5 Ne6 23.Rad1 Rab8 
24.h4 h5 25.b3 b5 26.Be4 Nf8 
27.Rd3 Re6 28.Red1 1-0 


Browne Walter- 
Zimmerman 
Capps Memorial, San Fran., 1996 


1.d4 d5 2.e4 e6 3.Nc3 Be7 
4.Nf3 Nf6 5.B$5 0-0 6.e3 h6 
1.Bh4 b6 S8.Be2 c5 9.dxe5 
bxe5 10.exd5 exd5 11.Bxf6 
Bxf6 12.Nxd5 Qa5+ 13.Qd2 
Oxd2+ 14.Nxd2 Bxb2 15.Rb1 
Be5 16.Ne7+ Kh8 17.Bf3 1-0 


Browne Walter-Grey Peter 
Capps Memorial, San Fran., 1996 
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 $6 3.Nc3 d5 
4.cxd5 Nxd5 5.e4 Nxe3 
6.bxc3 Bg7 7.Nf3 c5 8.Rb1 0- 
0 9.Be2 exd4 10.cexd4 Qa5+ 
11.Bd2 Qxa2 12.0-0 Bg4 
13.B$5 h6 14.Be3 Ne6 15.d5 
Ne5 16.Rxb7 e6 17.d6 Nxf3+ 
18.6xf3 Bh3 19.Rel Bc3 
20.0b1 Oxb1 21.Rexb1 a5 
22.d7 e5 23.Bb6 Be6 24.Bb5 
Bb4 25.Be6 Be7 26.Ba4 Rfb8 
27.Bce7 Rxb7 28.Rxb7 Bd8 
29.Bxe5 1-0 


Baker Jonathan-Blohm 
David 
Capps Memorial, San Fran., 1996 


1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Ne3 Bb4 
4.e5 c5 5.a3 Ba5 6.0$4 Ne7 
1.dxe5 Bxe34 S.bxe3 Qc7 
9.Nf3 Ng6 10.Be3 Nc6 11.Bb5 
Bd7 12.Bxc6 Bxc6 13.Bd4 
Ba4 14.Kd2 0-0-0 15.Rhb1 h5 
16.Q0g5 Bc6 17.a4 Rdg8 
18.Nel Qe7 1/2-1/2 


Blohm David-Cartagena 
Omar 
Capps Memorial, San Fran., 1996 


1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 No6 3.d4 exd4 
4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 e5 6.Nxo6 
bxe6 7.Bc4 Bce5 8.0-0 d6 
9.0d3 0-0 10.Be3 Qas 
11.Rad1 Bg4 12.Rd2 Bxe3 
13.Qxe3 Rad8 14.f3 Be6 
15.Bxe6 fxe6 16.Rfd1 Qc7 
17.Na4 d5 18.c4 dxe4 19.fxe4 


Rxd2 20.Rxd2 Ng4 21.Qel 
Qa5 22.b3 Rf2 23.Nc3 Rxd2 
24.Qxd2 Qb6+ 25.Kfl Nxh2+ 
26.Ke2 Ng4 27.b4 Qf2+ 
28.Kd3 Qd4+ 29.Ke2 0-1 
Ladyzhensky Boris- 
Cartagena Omar 
Capps Memorial, San Fran., 1996 


1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Ne6 3.c3 e5 
4.Be4 Qc7 5.a4 Be7 6.d3 Nf6 

7.Qe2 0-0 8.0-0 d6 9.h3 Bd7 
i0 .Be3 a6 11.Nbd2 Rab8 
i12.d4 b5 13.3xbD5 axb5 
14.Bd3 e4 15.Bc2 Bd8 16.b3 
Na5 17.b4 Ne6 18.d5 Ne7 
19.Ra7 Rb? 20.Rfal Ng6 
21.Rxb7 Oxb7'22 0fi Nh5 
23.63 Bb6 24.Bxb6 Oxb6 
25.Kh2 Ne7 26.Nh4 f5 27.Ng2 
fxe4 28.Nxe4 Nxd5 29.0d1 
Nhf6 30.13 Kh8 31.Nxf6 Nxf6 
32.0d02'*Bc6 39 Rdtf Oo7 
34.Nh4 d5 35.Nf5 Bd7 36.Qe3 
Bxf5 37.Bxf5 $6 38.Bg4 Kg7 
39.Ral Rf7 40.h4 h6 41.Ra5 
Od6 42.Rxb5 d4 43.Qd2 d3 
44.Rc5 e4 45.Rxe4 e3 46.0d1 
e2 47.Qd2 Qe5 48.Qe1 d2 0- 
1 


Kichinski Robert-Shipman 
Walter 
Capps Memorial, San Fran., 1996 
1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.Bc4 Qh4+ 
4.Kf1Noc6 5.Nf3 Qh5 6.Ne3 g5 
7.Nd5 Kd8 8.d4 d6 9.c3 h6 
10.h4 Bg7 11.K$1 Q$6 12.Bd3 
f5 13.e5 Nge7 14.Nxe7 Nxe7 
15.exd6 exd6 16.hxg5 hxg5 
17.Rxh8+ Bxh8 18.Bd2 Bd7 
19.Qe2 Bf6 20.Bb5 a6 
21.Bxd7 Kxd7 22.Rel Qg$8 
23.Qd3 Re8 24.c4 $4 25.Nh2 
Bh4 26.RÍí1 f3 27.Bf4 f2+ 
28.Khl »$2*..29.Nf3..0h7 
30.Ne5+ dxe5 31.dxe5+ Ke8 
0-1 
Saca M K -Ivanov Igor 

Capps Memorial, San Fran., 1996 


1.e4 e5 2.d4 exd4 3.c3 dxc3 
4.Be4 exb2 5.Bxb2 Nc6 6.Nf3 
Bb4+ 7.Nbd2 Nf6 8.0-0 d6 
9.N$5 0-0 10.f4 h6 11.Bxf6 
Oxf6 12.e5 dxe5 13.Nde4 O$6 
14.Nxf/ Rxi/ 15.0d5 Bf5 
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16.fxe5 Bxe4 17.Qxf7+ Kh7 
18.Qxg6+ Bxg6 19.e6 Re8 
20.Rad1 Na5 21.Bd3 Rxe6 
22.Bxg6+ Kxg6 23.Rd7 Be5+ 
24.Kh1 Bd6 25.g3 Ne6 
26.Rff7 Ne7 27.Rf2 b5 28.Rb2 
b4 29.Kg2 a5 30.Rd8 a4 
31.Ra8 a3 32.Rd2 Nf5 33.Ra5 
Ne3+ 34.Kh3 Ne4 35.Rxd6 
Rxd6 36.Re5 b3 37.axb3 a2 
38.Rxe4 al=Q 39.Rg4+ Kh7 
40.Kh4 g5+ 41.Kh5 Qdl 
42.h3 Qe2 43.b4 Qe8# 0-1 


Shipman Walter- 
Radaikin Vitaley 
Capps Memorial, San Fran., 1996 
1.d4 d5 2.Bg5 Nf6 3.Bxf6 exf6 
4.e3 Bf5 5.Bd3 Qd7 6.Ne2 


Bd6 7.Bxf5 Oxf5 8.Ng3 Qi 
9.Qd3 Bx$3 10.hx$3 $6 11 el 
dxe4 12.Qxe4+ se 13.Nq 


Nd7 14.0-0-0 0-0-0 15.Qx« 
fxe6 16.Nf3 h5 17. - Rheg 

18.Rh4 b6 19.Rhe4 Nf8 20 0.54 
hx$4 21.Rx$4 $5 22.Rh1Ng 
23.Re4 Re7 24.Rh6 Rdeg 
25.84 Kb7 26.Kd2 c5 27.4 
exd4 28.cxd4 Rd8 29 Ko 
Rc8+ 30.Kb1 Ree8 31 Re] a3 
32.Rehl Ke6 33.Ke2 Ki: 
34.Kd3 e5 35.dxe5 Nxes, 
36.Nxe5 fxe5 37.Rxb6 hf 
38.Ke3 Ke5 39.R$6 Rb, 
40.Rel« Kd5 41.b3 a 
42.Rgc6 Rb5 
44.R1e5« Rxoe5 45.Rxe5, 
Kd6 46.Rxg5 Rf7 1-0 








Stanford Sectionals 


Continued from page 13 


queenside with his thirteenth. 


10.0-O b4 11.Ne5 Bd7 12.Nxd7 Qxd7 13.Qa4 c4 14.Be2? 





After 14. Bc2 White has many possibilities in the region a4- 
e4-e8-a8, with the use of his h2-bishop, queen, pawn push to ed, 


and possibly b-file. 


Zn 


GR Z 
qii 





Ma 


Ve, 


14...Nxd4! 15.Bd1 Ne2+ 16.Kh1 Qxa4 17.Bxa4 bxc3 18.Bc6 
exb2 (Zwischenzug!) 19.Rab1 RabS8 (b-file greed!) 20.Bxb8 
Rxb8 21.f3 Nc3 22.Rbel Nxa2 23.Nb1 c3 24.Ba4 Rc8 
25.Re2 Nb4 26.Na3 Nd3 27.Nb1 


Black is doing well, but needs more firepower to overwhelm 


White. 


27...d4! 28.exd4 Nd5 (see above note) 29.Be2 N3b4 30.Riel 
Bh4 31.Rg1 Bf6 32.Na3 Nf4 33.Re4 Nfd3 34.Kh2 Nxc2 


35.Nxc2 Nel 


Black uses his primary advantage, the passed pawns, to win 


the game. 


36.Na3 c2 37.Reel b1=Q 38.Rxc1 Qb3 39.Nxc2 Rxc2 


40.Rb1 Rxg2+? 


Black is fancy, but a better winning strategy would be one ot 


simplicity. 


41.Kxg2 Qc2« 42.Kh1 g6 43.Rbd1 Qf2 44.Rd3 Bxd4 
45.Rdd1 Be5 46.Rg2 Qxf3 47.Rdg1 Qxh3-^ 48.resigns, 0-1 
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Games from the 4th Fresno 


County Championship 


Ryan Enrico (1248)- 

Von Motschenbacher (1706) 
4th FCC - Round #2 
French Winawer (458 point Upset) 
1.e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.Bd2 dxe4 
5.Nge2 Nf6 6.Nxe4 Bxd2+ 7.Nxd2 Nc6 
8Nb3 b6 9.83 Bb7 10.Bg2 NaS 11.Bxb7 
Nxb7 12.0d2 Qd5 13.0-O-O Ne4 14.Qe3 
Nbd6 15.Nf4 Qc6 16.d5 exd5 17.Nxd5 Kd7 
18.f3 Ne5 19.Nxce5+ Qxc5 20.Qxc5 bxe5 
21.Rhel Rhe8 22.Re3 Rxe3 23.Nxe3 Re8& 
24.Nf5 $6 25.Nxd6 cxd6 26.Kd2 d5 27.c3 
a5 28.Ke2 Ke6 29.b3 £5 30.Kd3 g5 31.Rd2 
h5 32.Re2 Rxe2 33.Kxe2 c4 34.Ke3 Ke5 
35.h4 94 36.f4 d4+ 37.cxd4+ Kd5 38.bxc4+ 
Kxe4 39.a4 1-0 


White has the permament oppostion 
and can drive the black monarch back up 
the board while picking up pawns. 


Kurt Herra (1576)—Keith Yost (1 163) 
4th FCC - Round #2 
Kings Indian Attack (413 point upset ) 
1.63 d5 2.B$2 c5 3.Nf3 Nf6 4.O-O No6 5.d3 
e6 6.03 Be7 7.Nbd2 O-O 8.e4 dxe4 9.dxe4 
Qc7 10.44 Rd8 11.Qe2 b6 12.Nc4 Bb7 
13.Bf4 Qc8 14.e5 Nh5 15.Be3 g6 16.Nfd2 
Rb8 17.Ne4 Qc7 18.f4 Ba6 19.84 Ng7 20.b3 
NaS 21.Rab1 Nxe4 22.bxc4 Qd7 23.Ral 
Qd3 24.0xd3 Rxd3 25.Bd2 Bxe4 26.Rf3 
Rbd8 27.Rxd3 Rxd3 28.Bf1 Rd8 29.Bxc4 
Ne8 30.Kf2 Kg7 31.Ke2 Nc7 32.$5 h6 
33.gxh6+ Kxh6 34.f5+ Kh7 35.f6 Bf8 
36.N85+ Kg8 37.Nf3 Kh7 38.h3 Bh6 
39.Bxh6 Kxh6 40.Rd1 Rxd1 41.Kxd1 $5 
42.Kd2 K$6 43.Ke3 Kh5 44.Ke4 a6 45.Bb3 
K$6 46.c4 a5 47.Bd1 Na6 48.Nd2 Nb4 


49.Nfl Na2 50.N83 Nc3« 51.Kd3 Nxdl 
0-1 


; Perhaps a bit early but as Kurt said 
Keith knows what he’s doing!” 


by Allan Fifield 


Jim Winberg (1781)- 
GM Walter Browne (2641) 
4th FCC - Round #1 
Scilian Defense 
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 exd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 
5.Nc3 a6 6.Be4 b5 7.Bb3 e6 8.33 Bd7 9.Be3 
No6 10.0-O Qe7 11.f4 Na5 12.0f3 Re8 
13.Rael Be7 14.Bf2 Nxb3 15.exb3 e5 
16.fxe5 dxe5 17.Nf5 Bxf5 18.Qxf5 Be5 
19.b4 Bxf2+ 20.Qxf2 O-O 21.Rd1 Ng4 


The Middle Ranks with George Paxton (L) in Deep Thought 





19.Nxe5 Rd4 20.a3 Nge8 21.exf5 Bxf5 
22.Ba6 Ne7 23.Nxe6 Rd6 24.Bb7 Re8 
25.Nxa7 N$4 26.Re2 Rxe2 27.Nxe2 Rd2 
28.h3 1-0 


Von Motschenbacher (1716)- 
Artak Akopian (2363) 
4th FCC - Round Zl 
Queen's Gambit (Exchange) 


1.c4 e6 2.Nc3 d5 3.exd5 exd5 4.d4 Nf6 


against Walter Stellmacher (R). 


22.0f3 Qa7+ 23.Kh1 Ne3 24.Qf2 Re7 0-1 


GM Walter Browne (2641)-Ed 
Elizonido (2074) 
4th FCC - Round # 2 
Old Indian Defense 


1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 d6 3.Nc3 Nbd7 4.e4 e5 5.Nf3 
Be7 6.Be2 O-O 7.0-0 c6 8.Be3 Ne8 9.Rel 
$6 10.b4 N$7 11.d5 f5 12.c5 Nf6 13.cxd6 
Bxd6 14.dxe6 bxe6 15.Be4« Kh8 16.Bc5 
Bxe5 17.Qxd8 Bxf2« 18.Rxf2 Rxd8 


5.Nf3 Be7 6.B$5 O-O 7.e3 c6 8.Bd3 h6 
9.Bh4 Ne4 10.Bxe7 Qxe7 11.0-O Nd7 
12.Qc2 Re8 13.Bxe4 dxe4 14.Nd2 Nf6 
15.b4 Bf5 16.Na4 Nd5 17.a3 Qs5 18.Kh1 
Nf6 19.Nc5 b6 20.Ncb3 Re6 21.Nc4 Ng4 
22.Ne5 Qh5 23.Nx¢4 Bxg4 24.Nd2 RaeS& 
25.Racl Be2 26.Rfel Bd3 27.Qd1 Qh4 
28.63 Qf6 29.K$1 Of5 30.Nc4 Rf6 31.0d2 
h5 32.Ne5 Bb5 33.Kg2 h4 34.Re2 h3+ 
35.Kg1 Rxe5 0-1 


Continued on page 27 
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Linklater Invitational 


Schedule 


TD Mike Goodall 
Mechanics Insitiute, San Francisco 


Note: First rating is USCF and second rating is FIDE. 


Round 1: Friday January 17, 6 pm 


Walter Shipman (2424 - 2355) R. Cunningham (2428 - 
John Grefe (2504 - 2420) Richard Lobo (2400 - 
Burt Izumikawa (2452 - 2405) Omar Cartagena (2507 - 
Tom Wolsky (2412 - 2345) Ronald Cusi (2470 - 
Round 2: Saturday January 18, Noon 
R. Cunningham (2428 - 2355) Tom Wolsky (2412 - 
Ronald Cusi (2470 - 2380) Burt lzumikawa (2452 - 
Omar Cartagena (2507-2425) John Grefe (2504 - 
Richard Lobo (2400 - 2335) Walter Shipman | (2424 - 
Round 5: Sunday January 19, Noon 
Richard Lobo (2400 - 2335) R. Cunningham (2428 - 
Walter Shipman (2424 - 2355) Omar Cartagena (2507 - 
John Grefe (2504 - 2420) Ronald Cusi (2470 - 
Burt Izumikawa (2452 - 2405) Tom Wolsky (2412 - 


Round 4: Saturday January 25, Noon 


R. Cunningham (2428 - 2355) Burt lzumikawa (2452 - 
Tom Wolsky (2412 - 2345) John Grefe (2504 - 
Ronald Cusi (2470 - 2380) Walter Shipman (2424 - 

Omar Cartagena (2507 - 2425) Richard Lobo (2400 - 


Round 5: Sunday January 26, Noon 


Omar Cartagena (2507 - 2425) R. Cunningham (2428 - 
Richard Lobo (2400 - 2335) Ronald Cusi (2470 - 
Walter Shipman (2424 - 2355) Tom Wolsky (2412 - 
John Grefe (2504 - 2420) Burtlzumikawa (2452 - 


Round 6: Saturday February 1, Noon 


R. Cunningham (2428 - 2355) John Grefe (2504 - 
Burt Izumikawa (2452 - 2405) Walter Shipman (2424 - 
Tom Wolsky (2412 - 2345) Richard Lobo (2400 - 


Ronald Cusi (2470 - 2380) 


Round 7: Sunday February 2, Noon 


Ronald Cus! (2470 - 2380) R. Cunningham (2428 - 
Omar Cartagena (2507 - 2425) Tom Wolsky (2412 - 
Richard Lobo (2400 - 2335) Burtlzumikawa (2452 - 
Walter Shipman (2424 - 2355) John Grefe (2504 - 





Omar Cartagena (2507 - 





2355) 
2335) 
2425) 
2380) 


2345) 
2405) 
2420) 
2355) 


2355) 
2425) 
2380) 
2345) 


2405) 
2420) 
2355) 
2335) 


2355) 
2380) 
2345) 
2405) 


2420) 
2355) 
2335) 
2425) 


2355) 
2345) 
2405) 
2420) 


Championship Gama 
Continued from page 14 


theoretical discussion that he believes Black is ready for 
So he forgoes all efforts of obtaining an advantage in the 
opening and concentrates on trying to win the middle game. 
This kind of strategy is most likely to succeed when either 


a) the opposition is not familiar with the new position o; ) 


b) there is a wide discrepancy in playing strength (as is the 
case here). 
3...Nc6 

3. ..d5!*? is also possible, though the e5 pawn might be. 
come a target in the early middle game. With the tex 
Black indicates that all he wants is equality and that he j; 
not going to make any attempt to punish White for his 
passive 3rd move. 

4.83 b6!? 

Black is anticipating an eventual opening of the h1-a8 
diagonal, probably after a possible d5. If I where playing 
Black, I would choose the setup, Bc5, d6 and B$4. But that 
is just a question of style. 
5.Bg2 Bb7 6.0-0 h6? 

This looks like a waste of time. Either Be7 or Bc5 f9l. 
lowed by 0-0 keeps the $ame even. 
7.d4! 

The correct way to punish Black for not taking care of 
his King. If Black defends his center with d6, then 8. d5 
NbS 9. Rel followed by c4 makes Black's Queen Bishop 
look rather silly. 
1...ed 8.e5 Ne4 9.Nxd4 Nxd4 10.Qxd4 Ne5 11.Bxb7 
Nxb7 12.Nc3 Nc5? 

Understandably, Black wants to get this knight to a bet- 
ter square than b7, but he really ought to get his King out 
of immediate danger first. For example, 12...Bc5 13.Qe4 
c6 14.Kg2 0-0 15.f4 d5 followed by Qd7, with decent 
chances for survival. 
13.Nd5 a5 

Necessary if Black wants to keep his Knight on c5. 
14.Bd2 c6 15.Ne3 d5 

Black doesn't want to open lines here, but its hard to 
find a constructive set of moves that doesn't get run off the 
board by f4-f5-f6 or Nc4-d6. 
16.ed Ne6 17.Qe4 Oxd6 18.Nc4 Qc7 19.Bf4 Qb7 20.Be3 

The idea is to force Black to weaken c5, so that White 
can gain access to it later. 
20...b5 21.Ne5 Be7 

Hoping to give up a pawn to give his King time to run 
away. 
22.Rad1 

White wants more than the c-pawn. Now 0-0? 23. Rd? 
will be embarrassing. 
22...Rc8 





Continued on page 28 
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Beginner's Corner 





by Dennis Wajckus 


Here are two easy to follow suggestions to improve 
your tournament results: 


|. How to make a move 
by “Proof Reading" it first... 


First study the board and decide on a move 
that you think is best in that particular position. 
Be sure it is the move you want to make but “Do 
Not” play it. Instead, first write your move down 
on the score sheet and then look again to be sure 
vou want to play that move. Only then make the 
move and punch the clock. If you will follow this 
method even in routine positions, you will find it 
saves you from losing material and perhaps even 
overlooking a mate. After you have written the 
move down, you can change your mind.... just 
cross the rejected move out and write another move 
down and repeat the process. With touch move, if 
you reach out and grab your rook (for example) 
then you must move it if there is a legal move. You 
are much safer in writing the move down first, (be- 
fore you make the move) than moving first and 
asking questions later! 


2. Use the time you have 
on the chess clock wisely... 


One of the things you need to do as a tourna- 
ment player is make smart use of your allotted time. 
In many week-end tournaments you might have 
as long as 100 minutes (one hour and forty min- 
utes) in each of the first three rounds on Saturday 
and a full two hours in the final two rounds on 
Sunday. Few tournament chess games go to beyond 
60 moves. Even if you made your moves at an “av- 
erae" rate of a minute per move, after 60 moves 
you would still have 40 minutes to finish the re- 
sulting end game position. As a suggestion, if you 
have just written down your 20th move in a game 
with a long time control and your clock shows less 
than 20 minutes of your time consumed then you 
are probably moving “too fast”! Take your time! 
Sometimes we do what our opponent is doing. If 
they are moving fast then we tend to move fast. 
This is often a poor strategy. When you see a good 
move, don’t play it! Look again and you may see a 
better move! When it is your opponents turn to 
move, you can also make use of their time by study- 
ing the position. Once you have less than five min- 
utes of time remaining on your clock, then both 
you and your opponent are no longer required to 
keep score. 


Follow these two suggestions and watch your 
chess rating climb... 





Beating the Machine 


by GM Larry Evans 


David Bronstein, 72, who tied a world championship match in 1951, was 
the guest of honor last June at a conference on computer chess and artifi- 
cial intelligence in Holland. Here are some excerpts from his lecture, which 
was warmly received. 


My Experience With Computers 
By David Bronstein 
When I say that computers make chess moves without playing real 
chess, I say it with great respect for programmers who have found a genial 
way to solve the difficult task of teaching computers to make chess moves 
of grandmaster quality. 


Now computers are so clever they can make brilliant moves that pose 
problems even to grandmasters! They have no expectations, no joy, no 
disappointment. They never tire. They have no idea who they are playing 
against and are not even afraid of someone like myself who once fought for 
the crown. 


Yet machines violate an important rule of fair play. We can’t consult 
opening books during a game, but they can access information stored in 
their electronic memory. This means that for the first 10 or 12 moves or in 
simple endgames you are playing against a super-grandmaster. 

When a program is out of its book, it can calculate millions of varia- 
tions with speed and precision. The position gets fuzzy in my mind after 3 
or 4 moves, so I rely more on intuition and judgment. 


Conventional wisdom holds that the best way to beat machines is to 
construct dull, closed positions and I cannot disagree. However, | aim to 
complicate positions as much as possible. Intuition and experience tell me 
that even if machines see far ahead they don’t always find the best way to 
conduct the game. 

Now I will tell you the secret of my play against silicon foes. I use sheer 
psychology! I make them “feel good” by giving up a slight material advan- 
tage like a pawn. In my opinion this lulls their evaluation function into a 
false sense of security and entices them into making over- optimistic moves 
that in reality are unwarranted. While they are happy to have a material 
edge, I try to attack their king. In many cases, but not always, I succeed. 

This spectacular game illustrates Bronstein’s unusual philosophy. It 
took place at the second Aegon Man Vs. Machine Challenge in Holland. 


David Bronstein-Fidelity Elite 10 

King’s Gambit, The Hague 1991 
1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.Nf3 Be7 4.Bc4 Nf6 5.Nc3 Nxe4 6.Ne5 Ng5 7.d4 d6 8.Nd3 
(3 9.Be3 Bg4 10.Kd2 fxg2 11.Qxg4 gxh1/Q 12.Rxhl c6 13.Rel h6 14.d5 
Qd7 15.Q$3 Qf5 16.Nf4 exd5 17.Bxd5 Ne6 18.Qg2 Re8 19.Rf1 Nb4 20.Bb3 
Qd7 21.a3 d5 22.Bd4 Nc6 23.Bg1 d4 24.Ned5 d3 25.Nxd3 Na5 26.Ba2 b6' 
27.h4 Ne6 28.Ne5 Qa4 29.Kc1 Qxh4 30.Nxf7 0-0 31.086 B$5 32.Kb1 Oh3 
33. Rf6! Rce8 34.b4 Qh1 35.Rf1 Nc6 36.Bc4 Qh3 37.Bd3 Qxf1 38.Bxf1 Rxf7 
39.Bd3 Nf8 40.Qxc6 Rel 41.Ka2 Rxg1 42.Nc3 Kh8 43.Qe8 Rf2 44.Ne4 Rf3 
45.Nd6 Rf6 46.Nf7 Kg8 47.Bc4 b5 48.Qxb5 Rxf7 49.Qf5 Bf6 50.Qd5 Kh7 
51.Qxf7 Black Resigns 


Reprinted courtesy of Larry Evans's syndicated newspaper column. 
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1997 LERA PENINSULA CLASS CHAMPIONSHIPS 





ode 
«qu» THE THIRTY-THIRD ANNUAL 
> => < 





DATE Saturday and Sunday, March 15th & 16th. 


PLACE LERA Auditorium B/160, corner of Mathilda Ave. & Java St., Sunnyvale (take Bayshore Freeway to the North | 


Mathilda offramp; then go seven blocks north on Mathilda to Java St; B/160 is on the far left corner. 408/747-9167) 


DIRECTOR Jim Hurt, assisted by Ted Yudacufski (National Tournament Director) of Monterey. 


TYPE Four round Swiss with eight separate divisions, each division with its own prizes. In pairing an odd numbered 
group, we promote a high player from the next highest group to yield an even number in the odd numbered group, 


PRIZES Division: Open Expert A B E: D E Unrate; 
First Prize: $500 $400 $350 $300 $200 $100 $100 $100 
Second Prize: $300 $240 $210 $180 $120 . 
‘es Third Prize: $200 $160 $140 $120 $ 80 
The prize fund is based on 160 paid entries. If the paid entries exceed 160 players, then the prize fund will be increased and if the paid 





entries are less than 160 the prize fund will be decreased. A player can play up only one class; exception: an unrated player can play 





up only into the Open division. A total of eight brilliancy prizes may be awarded, one for each division. Junior prizes may be awarded, The M 
SCHEDULE ITEM STARTING TIME TIME CONTROL Tei 
Registration 8 to 9:30 am Saturday 30 moves in 90 minutes, 
Ei Round One 10:30 am Saturday 30 moves in 60 minutes, 
Round Two 4:00 pm Saturday 10 moves in 10 minutes 
Round Three 9:30 am Sunday thereafter 
Round Four 3:00 pm Sunday 
ENTRY FEES Mail: The entry fee for the Open or Expert division is $40, for the A 
or B division is $35, and for the C, D, E or Unrated division is $30, if 
d mailed by March 10. If paid Saturday morning, all entry fees will be p 
$5 more. The entry fee for K through 6th Graders who have ratings | 
ty be aw; 
below 1100 points is $15, and they may play in a separate division. If 
CONDITIONS In order to start the first round on time, we are incorporating anew policy: aree, 
You must be at the registration desk prior to 9:30 am in order to be paired Mate in two ^ 
in the first round. If you arrive after 9:30 am, you will either geta 1/2 point bye, orbe paired againstanotherl;| — '?"?I 
i entry. 1/2 Point Byes are available. All players must be USCF members or become members at the tournament Lu 
CCA ratings may be used at the discretion of the tournament director. For more information, call Jim Hurt (916)525-| Chess 
7912 or Ken Stone (408) 629-5530. Wajck 
Mariat 
SNACK BAR Food and refreshments available at the LERA snack bar. | club), 
NEXT EVENT The next LERA chess tournament will be held Memorial Day weekend. May 24-26, 1997 du 
O 
impro 
a hw 0€ 44H TE EE S SEAE. T ADET U AN Ee eR T OR mpi ne emere E respec 
3-97 ENTRY FORM contir 
' friend 
Name Phone USCF Rating event. 
T 
Address Eti ubl Eleg ruin. raph eyo ot boss vipeac: ati audaci oS on Jul 
Name & Date of the last tournament you played in: Your Age: round 





USCF Identity Number Exp. Dato => USCF dues: $35.00 - adult , $15 - under20 > 


Entry Fee*: The Open or Expert division is $40.00, the A or B division is $35.00, and the C, D, E, or Unrated Division is $30.00 (Circle your division). 
*If mailed by March 10th, otherwise entry fees are $5 more. Make check payable to LERA Chess Club. 


| 


Mail to: Jim Hurt, LERA Chess Club, P.O. Box 60451, Sunnyvale, CA 94088 Amount of check 


——Á € BÓ Uu —setá— 
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Madera 


Club News 


by Kelton Brewer 


The Madera Quick Chess tournament of 


June 27 was completed with twelve en- 


trants playing three rounds. The winners: 


Section | 
|. Louis Spate, Jr. .......... 3.0 
2. Allan Fifield ................. 2.0 
3. Dennis Wajckus ....... 2.0 

Section 2 
ECE EICO uiia Z5 
DoBrett Davis oriin 2.0 
zulscob. EI NS ea uds L5 


First through third place winners will 
be awarded certificates. Congratulations 
are due to Louis Spate, Jr. for winning all 
three games with a perfect score. 


We appreciate and thank our out-of- 
town participants for their playing in and 
support of our club tournaments. Allan 
Fifield of Visalia (who also donated a Cal 
Chess Journal, won by Patrick), Dennis 
Wajckus of Fresno (who, together with 
Marian, made a cash contribution to our 
club), and Bill & Brett Davis of Fresno. 
The cooperation and good sportsmanship 
ofall participants is sincerely appreciated. 


Our youth section has shown steady 
improvement in their rated play. Also their 
respect for the game and our playing site 
continues to improve. We missed our 
friends Derald, Richard, and Vinka at this 
event. We hope to see them again soon. 


The next Madera Chess Club event 
on July 20th had 24 entrants playing five 
rounds. The winners: 


Section | 
ALMAN liisa 4.0 
2. Dennis Wajckus ....... 4.0 
3Kurt Herra a... s. 4.0 

Section 2 
ROE MAR aaaeaii 4.0 
ZI hrs Pasedl...ee 3.0 


3. Rock Honchell......... 2.9 


Chess 


First through third place winners 
were awarded trophies. Congratulations 
are due to Jodie Juan for winning all four 
games with a perfect score. New to tour- 
nament competition, Chris Pascal dazzled 
the youth section by taking second place. 
There were hotly contested tie playoffs for 
first through third in Section 1, and Emily 
and Rock battled hard for third place tie- 
break in section 2. Keith Yost and Ryan 
Juan played in section 1 and deserve spe- 
cial congratulations for their good work 
in “playing up”. 


We appreciate and thank our out-of- 
town participants for their playing and 
support of our club tournaments. Mike, 
Mike Jr., & Rock Honchell from Taft, Jodie 
Juan, Ryan Juan, & Dado Omandam from 
Visalia, Preston Peterson from Tulare, Al 
Martinez and Richard Wyatt from Hanford 
& our friend Tim Grover from Fresno. 
Thanks to Louis Spate, Jr. for helping di- 
rect. 


The Madera Chess Club rater tour- 
nament of August 17th was held at the 
Madera Library. Fifteen entrants played 
four rounds to determine the winners. We 
had two new members, Ashley Minyard 
and Susann Kenner compete in their first- 
ever USCF rated tournament. The results 
are: 


Open Section 
|. Lewis Spate, Jt. ......... 4.0 
2. VinkajBell.........—..4 35 
3. Dennis Wajckus ...... 3.0 


Scholastic Section 
|. Susann Klenner ....... 3.0 
2: Jodie fads... 2.0 
3, Patrick PhricO....uss he, 


First through third place winners 
were awarded trophies. Congratulations 
are due to reigning and undefeated Club 
Champion, Louis Spate, Jr. for winning all 





Above: Bill Hicks ready for action at 
the August 17th tournament at the 
Madera County Library. Below: 
Vincent Enrico is all business at the 
chess board at the Thursday night 
meeting. 





four games with a perfect score. New to 
tournament competetion, Susann Klenner 
and Ashley Minyard started off right. 
There was a hotly contested tie playoff in 
the Scholastic Section, and Emily and 
Patrick battled hard for third place. 


We appreciate and thank our out-of- 
town participants for their playing and 
support of our cluh tournaments. Jodie 
Juan, & Dado Omandam from Visalia, and 
Dennis & Marian Wajckus and Brian 
Chinnock of Fresno added their most wel- 
come support. The cooperation and good 
sportsmanship of all participants is sin- 
cerely appreciated. 


You cannot win if you do not play! 
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Readers? Showcase 


Karl Bohlmann is an active postal chessplayer from the extreme north of Northern California in Arcata. In submitting 

















i i È In Sey 

the following two games to Readers’ Showcase, Karl writes: prom 

“Enclosed are a couple of Budapest games that I think are fairly well played without any obvious errors on either at the 

side. I’m particularly proud of my speculative pawn sac in my game against Adams. It was deliberate and clearly T 

speculative.” ee 

in-on' 

$ 

T 

The White rook on al should be 20.Bf1 RfS 21.f4 Rg6 22.Qd4 Qh4 d6 9.0-O Ngxe5 10.Nxe5 Nxe5 11.Bo thepl 

charged admission as a spectator in the 23.Re2 Rf5 24.Rf2 Rh5 Q$5 12.Kh1 Ng4 13.Bd4 Qh5 ds 

following game. 14.Bxh7+ Qxh7 15.h3 Bxd4 16.Qxd4 ae 

YU G .Qd: a i 

Faneuil Adams Jr (1987)- mim m m peeing paa eo pase is abc 

Karl Bohlmann (1804) mim a JEF 1 

Postal Chess 1996 pro : VY} | A G h y Sheni 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e5 3.dxe5 Ng4 4.Nf3 Bc5 YU qu wy ter). | 

5.e3 Nc6 6.Be2 Ngxe5 7.0-O O-O Yi. Ya A VA the de 

8.Nxe5 Nxe5 9.Nc3 d6 10.b3 Re8 RZ VA, We RAG ation: 

11.Bb2 Bd7 12.Na4 Bb6 13.Nxb6 axb6 — 7] AQ ( 

14.0d4 f6 15.0d5« Kh8 16.Bxe5 Bc6 4525 
17.Bxf6 25.93 Rx$3« 26.Bg2 Qxh2« 27.Kf1 


17...Qxf6 18.Qd1 Ra5 19.Rel Rg5 








Rxg2 28.e4 Qh1+ 29.Ke2 Rxf2+ 


30.Kxf2 Rh2+ 31.Ke3 Rh3+ 32.Ke2 


Q$2« 0-1 


John Dorfman (1470)- 








As the White king is butchered on hl, 


please note that the white’s rook and 
knight sleep peacefully and undisturbed 


Karl Bohlmann (1804) 
96 Golden Knights Postal (96N3) 


Budapest Defense 


1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e5 3.dxe5 Ng4 4.Nf3 Bc5 
5.e3 Nc6 6.b3 O-O 7.Bb2 Re8 8.Bd3 


on the queenside. 


All readers of the California Chess 
Journal are encouraged to submit games 
to Readers’ Showcase. 








Bek Review 


Hastings 1895: The Centenary Book by Colin Crouch and Kean 
Haines (Waterthorpe Information Services, Ltd 1995) 


Review by James Uren 


So why do we read chess 
books? I would guess that high- 
est on most people’s lists are 
two reasons: to improve their 
play and entertainment. 


Over the years I have 
learned that opening books 
don’t help me. Or maybe they 
would if I could ever finish 
them. But my eyes just glaze 


over and How to win with XXX 
goes onto a pile of unfinished 
books. And I have to admit that 
collections of best games only 
make me frustrated. The au- 
thor gets an edge in the open- 
ing, skillfully grows it to a solid 
middle-game plus and then fin- 
ishes off the opponent with a 
brilliant combination. But 


somehow my games never go 
like that. I don’t think that they 
ever will. 


Then I discovered tourna- 
ment books. Although the play- 
ers were a lot better than me, 
the chess was familiar and 
somehow comforting. There 
were near masterpieces spoiled 
by a blunder, seesaw battles 
where the advantage swung 
back and forth, even dull draws 
on the days when the players 
just didn’t feel like doing battle. 
I found that I liked playing over 
these games and really learned 
a lot from them. Most games 
had something of interest in 
them. A poorly played opening 
could lead to a brilliant 
endgame. Or a great master 


would show how to fight back 
after getting into trouble. 


My favorite tournament 
books include 


Zurich 1953 by Bronstein, 

Bled 1931 by Kmoch, 

Dresden 1926 by Jimmy 
Adams, and 

London 1927 by Keene 


Hastings 1895 by Crouch 
and Haines ranks right up there 
with any of them. The book 
includes a long introduction, 
photos and biographies of the 
players. Before each round the 
authors give the standings, list 
the results and openings of the 
round and briefly describe the 
play. The games themselves art 


Continued on page 27 
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In September of 1994 and again in 1995, 1 sponsored, organized, 
promoted and directed the King’s Gambit Theme Tournament 
at the Mechanics’ Institute in San Francisco. I lost money both 
years. This year I tried a one-day game-45 tournament and was 
quite successful as 69 players participated in this five-rounds- 
in-one-day event. 

The sudden-death control didn’t seem to bother most of 
the players. The fast time control certainly didn’t effect the usual 
prize distribution (at least at the top). The three Senior Masters 
shared first, second and third. There were 18 prize winners which 
is about 26% of the field. 


The tournament directing duties were shared with Don 
Shennum of Berkeley fame and Steve Brandwein (a strong Mas- 
ter). I acquired T.D. help because yours truly is uncertain about 
the decisive role played by the T.D. in many sudden-death situ- 
ations. As it happened, few arguments occurred. 


God willing and the creek don't rise, I'll try another $ame- 
45 tournament next year. 


—Mike Goodall 





















17th Livermore Open 
November 2-3, 1996 






Open Section 


Ist Emmanuel Perez (2381) 3.5 $230.00 
2nd Jonathan Baker (2294) 3.0 $150.00 
3rd-6th James MacFarland (2298) 25 $20.00 
Robert Kichinski (2235) 
David Herscovici (2132) 
Larry Snyder (2114) 

IstU2100 Patrick Herbers (2023) 3.0 $145.00 
2nd U2100 Clarence Lehman (2000) 2.5 $80.00 
Reserve Section 

Ist Rob Nicholson (1830) 4.0 $175.00 
2nd—4th Teri Lagier (1816) 300 $54.33 
Francisco Carrillo (1751) 
Michael Marque (1723) 

IstUI700 Joshua Daynard (1553) 3.0 $125.00 
2nd U1700 Dietmar Mayer (1620) 25^ $/5.00 
Booster Section 

Ist-2nd John Duby (1435) 3.5 $70.00 
Jocelyn Lee (1362) 
3rd-5th Dustin Phillips (1225) 30 $13.33 


Eric Huang (1208) 
Paul Horvath (unr) 


Report by Don Wolitzer 





San Francisco Action 









| st-3rd John Grefe 4.9 $134.00 
Robin Cunningham ao) 
Ronald Cusi 5 














Best Expert — Allen Becker 45 $150.00 
Best A" Genndy Reznikov 4.0 $125.00 
Best" B" lgor Bagrov 30 $20.00 

Julian Standen 3.0 

Erbas Cengiz 3.0 

Phil Freihofner 3.0 


M. Shekib 30 


25 
do 
2.9 








Tony Acosta $25.00 
Mike Sherrard 


Brian Woo 








James Moore 2.0 $12.50 
Eric Lehmann 2.0 
R. Liebermann 2.0 


2.0 
4.0 


Mike Lum 








Best Unr. Victor Ossopov $50.00 


Tournament organizers are 
encouraged to submit reports to the 
California Chess Journal. 


Paradise Open Ill 


October 5-6, 1996 
Paradise Senior Center 





Prize 


$200 
$90 
$90 
$90 
$90 
$50 


Score 


40 
33 
2.5 
39 
dem 
3.0 


Place Name 


| st 
2nd—5th 


Stephen Robinson 
Ben Gross 

Barry Nelson 

Bill Bynum 
Euphorian Webb 
Under 1400 Samuel C Pence 
21 players competed for $610 in prizes. 
T.D. Dan Holbrook 
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The Sth Annual S.F. AMATEUR Chess Championship 
MARCH 7 - 9, 1997 


MECHANICS INSTITUTE 
57 POST STREET, FOURTH FLOOR CHESS CLUB 
SAN FRANCISCO ,CA 
(Near Montgomery St. BART Station) 
* OPEN ONLY TO PLAYERS RATED BELOW 2000 USCF PREVIOUS WINNERS: 











e FIVE ROUND SWISS SYSTEM, ONE SECTION 1993 RUBEN CATIG 
1994 JENNIE FRENKLAKH Made! 
1995 RODRIGO DIOSO Bartle 
DIANE BARNARD UR 
JERRY SZE a 
1996 GENNEDY REZNIKOV Í 
JACK NITZBERG Made: 
SERGEY OSTROVSKY | his Si 
FRANCISCO CARRILLO solid | 
GUARANTEED PRIZES 1 
IST - $300 + Trophy; 2ND - $200 + Trophy; 3RD - $100 + Trophy s 
Best "B" - $150 + Trophy; Best ''C" -$125 + Trophy; a piec 
Best "D" & Under - $100 + Trophy; Best Unrated - $50 + Trophy | [ 
Best Junior (under 18)- $100 + Trophy Enric 
No Unrated player may win more than $50. Tie break: Median Solkoff H 
Prizes will he mailed in 3 davs of De 
: ] 
IIME CONTROL: 30 moves in 2 hours followed by game in 1 hour (sudden death). | m 
Scho: 
ROUNDS: Friday 7 p.m.: Saturday 10:30 a.m. & 5 p.m.: Sunday 9:30 a.m. & 4 p.m. Brews 
Satur 
ENTRY FER: 533 if received by 03/01/97: $40 thereafter (limited to first 80 players.) schec 
SPECIAL PACKAGE: (with Advanced Registration only!) |  in£w 
| year USCF Membership:PLUS 1 year CalChess Membership 
PLUS ENTRY FEE equals S75. O 
DISCOUNTS: 523 Discount to Juniors (under 18), S2 Discount to either Mechanics Institute 
members or CalChess members. Only one Discount per player. 
e 
SEND ENTRY TO: MICC ( Mechanics’ Institute Chess Club ) 
S7 Post Street #407 b K 
San Francisco, Ca 94104 
LATE really 
REGISTRATION: 5 - 6 p.m., Friday 03/07/97 (Late registrants paired separately in Round 1). tensi 
and 
INFORMATION: Mike Goodall, Tournament Director, (510) 548-6815. No phone entries. / us 
e 
ONE DOLLAR OF EVERY ENTRY FEE DONATED TO THE PROFESSIONAL CHESS PLAYERS' HEALTH AND BENEFIT FUND. e 
NO SMOKING and NO COMPUTERS. BRING CHESS CLOCK. CCA MINIMUM RATINGS USED. óet d 
NO 1/2 POINT BYES AVAILABLE. USCF MEMBERSHIP REQUIRED. E S5 
and « 
33 the 
NAME: v rite nel (eee enne nnnen tente tnne nnn tneenen $33 d T. 
SR VEI S ALLEE LE D 
ADDRESS: eat tek ess | popu 
CHCess GT2/vr, OBnionabs C. aal ctc A ——| sk 
CHY Drs HM | 
Cyosstable ($4. ption3B: ' 10:36:55. cac — | tions 
STATE: a ee X ZIP CODE: DLIBRSOTPALaved unAENA ORARE n — KB a 
T . à ; 
USE (De. a Lr EXESDATE. Junior, CalChess or Mechanics Discount: ..... —— aa 
PRONE abasa I bt enu — BC TA E NC ISO S EDS cere e oe E E; 





— 
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Partewtlle Cress far Kids 


by Allan Fifield 


Madera came; Madera played; and Madera made off with most of the trophies. This was the story at the Porterville Chess for Kids at 
Bartlett Junior High School. This five round tournament attracted 46 players and was divided into two sections of K through 6th 
grade and 7th through 12th grade. 

In the K through 6th grade section, Keith Yost of 
Madera was undefeated on his way to first place while 
his sister Kerry won the Best K-3rd trophy with a 
solid 3 points. 


The most pleasant surprize of the tournament 
was 4th grader Jacob Hicks (also of Madera) who took 
3rd place with a 4-1 score. Last year Jacob Hicks was 
a piece-pusher; this year he is a chess player. 


In the 7th through 12th grade section, Ryan 
Enrico of Madera scored a perfect 5-0 for first place. 
The only game that Ryan was pressed in was his last 
round win over second place finisher Feliciano Valdez 
of Delano. 


Tulare County Chess for Kids would like to thank 
tournament host Hans Borm of Bartlett Junior High 
School and assistant T.D.s Darren Russell and Kelton 
Brewer. As a note to other scholastic organizers, the 
Saturday before Halloween is not the best date to 
schedule a kid’s tournament as your event is compet- 
ing with many Halloween school fairs. 





T.D. Allan Fifield shows how it’s done at the 
Porterville Chess for Kids. 











sparkling middle-game attacks. The players of 
this era could see combinations as well as any- 
one who has ever played. There have have 
been big advances in endgame technique over 
the last hundred years. The authors point out 
some instructive errors in the play. But it is 
also noteworthy that several really fine 
endgames were played that are still consid- | 
ered textbook examples of perfect technique. 


Hastings 1895 


Continued from page 24 
Continued from page 19 


really well annotated. The authors quote ex- 
tensively from the original tournament book 
and point out where they agree with the play- 
ers own notes and where modern understand- 
ing leads them to disagree with the evaluations 
reached in 1895. The best games of each round 
get deep notes, there are lots of words and not 
just long variations. Every game gets a diagram 
and some get as many as six or seven. And 
the games themselves are really interesting. 
You get to see openings that are regaining 


Artak Akopian (2363)- 
Chris Black (1974) 
4th FCC - Round #2 
Petroff’s Defense 

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.Nxe5 d6 4.Nf3 
Nxe4 5.d4 d5 6.Bd3 No6 7.O-O Be7 
8.Rel Bg4 9.c3 f5 10.0b3 O-O 
11.Nbd2 Kh8 12.Rf1 Nxd2 13.Nxd2 
Bd6 14.f4 $5 15.Nf3 Bxf3 16.Rxf3 $4 
17.Rf1 Ne7 18.Qxb7 c5 19.Qb5 c4 


The list of players include some of the 
greats: Pillsbury, Lasker, Steinitz, Chigorin, 
Tarrasch, Schlecter and Janowski. So the book 
is also of interest to students of chess history. 


That’s the good news. The bad news is that 
I haven’t seen this book available at Games of | 
Berkeley or other book stores. I also haven't | 
seen it advertised in Chess Life or in the Chess 
Digest catalog lately. But if you should get the | 





popularity like the Evans Gambit and the 
Scotch opening. You also see unusual varia- 
tions, for example Pillsbury fianchettoes his 
KB against the Ruy Lopez in several games. 
There are several games showing usage of the 
Benoni. The book contains lots and lots of 


chance to pick up a copy, I can warmly rec- 
ommend that you do so. 


[Hastings 1895: The Centenary Book is 
published in the US by Pickard & Sons Pub- 
lishers, PO Box 700982, Dallas, TX 75370, 
972*418-6738.] 


20.Be2 a5 21.Qa4 Rf6 22.Qc2 a4 
23.63 Kg7 24.Rel h5 25.Bf1 h4 
26.Rb1 Rh6 27.b3 axb3 28.axb3 Qc7 
29.bxe4 dxe4 30.Bg2 Rah8 31.Rb7 
Od8 32.Qxf5 1-0 
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23.N$6! 

Keeping the opposing 
King in the center and si- 
multaneously dividing his 
forces into two factions. The 
fat lady is singing. 
23...R88 24.Rfel Rc7 
25.Nxe7 Rxe7 26.Qh7 RÍS 
27.Qf5 


The point of this maneu- 
ver is to pin the opposing 
Queen down to the defense 
of c8. 
21...Rd7 28.Bd4 


An alternative route to 
victory is 28.Bec5 Rxd1 
29.Rxdl Nxe5 30.Qxc5 f6 
31.Rd6 where Black gets to 
an ending, but it’s quite lost. 
28...Re7 (?) 

...Kd8 might be worth a 
look 
29.Bc5 Nxc5 30.Rxe7+ 1-0 

Both Kxe7 31.0xc5+ and 
30...Qxe7 31.Qc8+ are cur- 
tains. 

Except for the top board, 
the final round was full of 
fighting sprit. In the “B” sec- 
tion, for example, Aaron 
Newhoff chose to go for it all 
rather than take a quick 
draw anda share of first. He 
was rewarded with a clear 
first for his efforts. Alan 
Stein was able to climb back 
into second place with the 
following game. 


Alan Stein-Jon Frankle 
English Opening [A25] 
Open Brillancy Pr, Rd 6 

1.c4 e5 2.Nc3 Nce6 3.83 g6 

4.Bg2 B$7 5.Nf3 f5 6.d3 d6 

7.0-0 Nf6 8.Bg5!? 


Championship Games 


Continued from page 20 


Consistent with White's 
light square strategy, but 
most player’s forgo this and 
head for immediate 
Queenside expansion with 
Rb1 and b4. The downside 
to the text is that it allows 
Black to gain a tempo for his 
Kingside counter attack. 
8...h69.Bxf6 Qxf6 10.Rb1 
0-0 11.Nd2 

As far as I know, the first 
new move in the position. 
White would like to play 11. 
b4, but he must solve the 
problem of what to do with 
his Queen Knight after 
11...Qf7 threatening e4. 
The usual solution to this 
problem is to play Nd5 fol- 
lowed by b4. 
11...Qf7 12.e3 Ne7 

Either a5 or $5 are better 
alternatives. The downside 
to the text is that Black will 
soon be forced into unfavor- 
able exchanges. 
13.Nd5 

To provoke c6 so that b4- 
bS hits a target. 
13...c6 14.Nxe7+ Qxe7 
15.b4 Be6? 

15...a6 should be played 
here. In these ‘minority at- 
tack’ like positions, its im- 
portant not to be saddled 
with a weak a-pawn. That 
way, black only has to de- 
fend one and not two weak- 
nesses. 


16.b5 d5 17.Qa4 RfcS 
Rac8 would be Black's 
first choice, but after 
18.0xa7 Ra8 19.Qb6 Rxa2 
20. Rad1 it's to difficult for 
Black to maintain his 
Queenside intact 


18.be be 19.Qa6 e4 20.Rb7 
Qe8 
Forced, 20...Re7 


21.Rxe7 Oxc7 22.cd Bxd5 
23.ed costs Black at least a 
pawn. 

21.Rfb1 ed? 

His position is too brittle 
to go pawn hunting. Bf7 side 
stepping tactical nuances is 
probably better, but who 
wants to just give up a pawn 
(22 Rxa7 Rxa7 23 Qxa7 Ra8 
24. Qc7 ) for nothing? 
22.cd Bxd5 23.Bxd5 ed 








Black’s King position is 
loose, so White switches to 
a direct mating attack. 
24...Kx87 25.Rb7+ Qf7 

Otherwise, Of6 will be 
devastating. Black could re- 
sign here, but that would 


probably mean being the 
first person to get up. So 
honor demands that the 
game continue for a while. 
26.Rxf7+ Kxf7 27.Qxd3 
Rd8 28.Nf3 Rd6 29.h4 ReS 


30.h5 Re4 31.hg Kxg6 
32.Qa3 Rd7 33.Qf8 Rf7 
34.088+ Kf6 35.Qh8+ Ke7 
36.Ne5 1-0 

Finally I would like to 
close with the game that put 
Steve Brown in the winners 
circle of the “Expert” sec- 
tion. But first an aside. My 
co-organizer, Tom Dorsch, 
offered the traditional Bril- 
liancy Prize. I personally 
prefer “Best Game” awards 
instead. The point is that 
you can always find a Best 
Game, but not necessarily 
a Brilliancy. Using the latter 
criteria, Wittenstein - 
Baudry would be the selec- 
tion, but since we were look- 
ing for an original sacrificial 
attack, I overrode the judge 
and picked this game. Is it a 
Brilliancy? Not really, but 
the attack is less canned 
than in the afore mentioned 
game. 


Steve Brown- 

Carlos D’avila 

Caro-Kann [BI 1] 
Expert Brilliancy Pr, Rd 6 

1.e4 c6 2.Nc3 d5 3.Nf3 

This line is an example of 
why it is not a good idea to 
just follow that latest trends 
in opening theory. On the 
international stage, the line 
hasn't been played regularly 
since Fischer $ave it up in 


the early 60's, Black's 
chances are not any Worse 
than White’s and Grand. 
masters hate to give up the 
advantage when playing 
White. Still the variation i 
quite sharp and can trap gy 
unaware Caro-Kann playa 
3...B$4 4.h3 Bxf3 


4...Bh5 is playable by | 


requires Black to make ay 
unclear piece sacrifice, Ny 
something one would jy 
unless really prepared, 
5.Qxf3 e6 6.d4!? de 
Black usually waits one 
move before taking this 
pawn. The point is afte, 
6...Nf6 7. Bd3 de White 


must sac the pawn whereas 


now 7. Qe3 is possible. 
4.Nxe4 Qxd4 8.Bd3 Nd7? 
Much better is 8. . Nf6 s 
that the Queen has d8 ty 
retreat to after White’s nex, 
move. 
9. Be3 Qxb2? 
Dare I say, the losing 
move? Black really can't at- 


ford to open more line | 


while his pieces remain on 
their original squares. 

10.0-0 Ne5 11.Q$3 Nxd3 
12.cd 0-0-0? 13.Bxa7 Qa) 


14.Qb8+ Kd7 15.Qxb7+ | 
Ke8 16.Qxc6+ Rd7 17.85 | 


Bxc5 18.Nxc5 Qa7 
Hoping for a miracle, but 

he doesn’t get to even play 

an endgame. 

19.Rab1 Ne7 20.Qb5 Nó 


21.Rfcl Ke7 22.Nxd7 | 


Qxd7 23.Q85+ £6 24.Qc5+ 
Kf7 25.Qc7 Rd8 26.Rb7 
Nf8 27.Qb6 1-0 


|. Ragozin—Panov 
1...Qc6!! 2.Resigns. 


2. Rodrigues—Olafsson 
1...Qg2+!! 2.Rxg2 Nf{3+ 3.Kh1 


Rd1+ and mate. 


3.Tarrasch-Chigorin 


1...Rxe3! 2.Qxce3 Qxc3 wins: 
3.Rxe3 Rdl+ 4.Nel Rxel+ 
5.Kg2 Nf4+ 6.Kg3 Rgl+ 7.Rg2 


Rxg2 mate. 


4. N.N.-Blackburne 
1...Ng3+ 2.Kg1 Qs2+! 3.Rxg2 


Nh3 mate. 
28 


Solutions 


To Test Your Tactics (see facing page) 


Ba3 mate. 











5. Schulder—Boden 
1...d5 2.Bxd5 Qxc3+ 3.bxc3 


6. Trolidalen—Bronstein 


l1.e8N+!! Kd5 2.Rd7+ Ke4 
3.Nd6+ and 4.Nxc8 and wins. 


7. Bonner-Medina 


l...Nc3!! 2.bxe3 a4! 3.exd4 
exd4 4.c3 a3 and wins. 


8. White-N.N. 
1.Rxh7+! Kxh7 2.Qh4 Kg6 





winning, 


3.Nxf4+! exf4 4.e5+ Bf5 5.Bxf5 
Kxf5 6.Qh7+! Kxe5 7.Rel+ Kd4 
8.Qe4+ Ke5 9.Na4+ Kb4 
10.Qc2 Ka5 11.Qc3+ Ka6é 
12.Ne5 dxe5 13.Qa34 Kb6 
14.Qb3+ and 15.Qb5 mate. 


9. Meifert—Pafnutieff 


1.Ne5 Bxe5 2.dxe5 N$4 3.Qe2 
Rxf2!! 5.Rxf2 Rf8 5.Nc3 Qxf24 
6.Qxf2 Nxf2 7.Be2 Nxe5 8.Nd1 
Nxd1 wins: 


8.Nxd5 Ned3 9.Ne7+ Kf7 


or 9.Bd4 Nh3+ 10.gxh3 Ni 
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winning. 


10. Karpov—Joldosh 
1.Nxe5!! Qxe2 2.Rf7+ Kh6 
3.Rh8+ Kg5 4.Rg8+ Kh4 5.Ng6+ 
Kg5 6.Nxe7+ Kh4 7.Nf5 mate. 


| Il. Karpov-Korchnoi 
1.Rd7! 
2.Qxf7+ and 3.Rxf7 mate.) 
2.Nxf7 Bxd7 3.Nd8! wins. 


Rb8 (If 1...Bxd/ 


12. De La Bourdonnais-N.N. 


1.Ne6+ Ke8 2.Qd8+ Bxdé 
3.Rf8+ Rxf8 4.Ng7 mate. 


- 





Tactic 
Creal 
tactic 
the fz 


Ra 








Mei 











Black's 
Y Worse 
Grand. 
e up the 
playing 
lation i 
| trap an 
1 player, 


-wr 


ble, but i 
nake an 
ice. Not 
uld do 
ed. 

T 

lits one 
ng this ) 
is after 

` White 
vhereas 
ble. — 
3 Nd7? 
N16 so 
sd8 to | 
e's next 


losing 
can't af- 


e lines | 


nain on 

(8. 

3 Nxd3 
al Qa3 
Qxb7+ | 
17.B5 | 


cle, but 
en play 


~ 


b5 Ng6 
.Nxdi | 
4.Q¢5+ 
26.Rb7 


2 
IEEE 


h3 NH 


+ Kho 
). Ng6+ 
mate. 


oi 
Bxd? 
nate.) 


-N.N. 


Bxd8 I 


E | 


Test Your “/acties 





Tactics are the heart of chess and the study of tactical themes is one of the best ways to improve your chess. How to 
Create Combinations by Vladimir Pafneutief is both a brief history of Northern California chess and a treasury of 
tactical gems. The following positions are presented courtesty of the author and Hypermodern”® Press. Solutions are on 


the facing page. 
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Ragozin-Panov, 1940 
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Schulder-Boden, 1860 
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Meifert-Pafnutieff, 1953 
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White to move 
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Rodrigues—Olafsson, 1979 





Black to move 
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Trolldalen-Bronstein, 1955 
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White to move 
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Karpov-Joldosh, 1973 
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White to move 
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Tarrasch-Chigorin, | 893 
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Black to move 
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Bonner-Medina, 1976 
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Black to move 
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Karpov-Korchnoi, 1978 
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N.N.-Blackburne, 1902 
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Black to move 
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White to move 


De la Bourdonnais-N.N., 1833 





White to move 
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EDITOR'S 


REPORT 


Continued from page 2 






into the new millennium. 


Part of the problem with Northern California chess in my 
opinion is the near disappearance of the mid-range adult tour- 
naments. Organizers seem to concentrate almost exclusively on 
Grand Prix and scholastic events. I am convinced that there is a 
market for the mid-range adult tournament and that this is the 
way to grow local chess activity. By a mid-range adult tourna- 
ment, I mean a one or two day week-end tournament with low 
entry fees and reasonable time controls of at least G/60. The 
secret to keeping entry fees low is cheap playing sites and non- 
cash prizes. Park picnic areas make excellent cheap playing sites. 
Trophies, chess books, or Cal Chess memberships make excel- 
lent non-cash prizes. Many adult players who started to play 
tournament chess within the last 15 years have had very little 
chance to win any chess trophies as the Grand Prix style tour- 
nament heavy on entry fee and cash prizes became the norm. 
Please see my short article on the “Visalia Fall Picnic” for a dis- 
cussion of fifty very happy chess players battling for trophies at 
a outdoor park. 


Jim Eade’s article “No Magic Wand” clarifies the mystery of 
the current USCF governmental structure. Most chess players 


Tournament Organizers 





are determinely apolitical when it comes to the USCF but the | 


continuing budget crisis in New Windsor threatens all of us jp 
our wallets. 


I am revising the CCJ copy submission policy slightly aş] 
believe that we have been ‘rushing the technology’ a bit with, 
electronic-only copy submission edict. While my preference re. 
mains electronic submission, | will also accept typewritten o; 
neat handwritten copy. Electronic submission will allow you ty 
include game scores, chess diagrams, and digitized photos, In 
general, I will allot more space in the magazine to tournament 
submitted in an electronic format. CCJ accepts text files in ASCI] 
format or any Microsoft Word compatible files created in Win. 


~ 


dows, DOS, or Mac. Diagrams should be created using the Linares | 


font by Alpine Electronics. You may contact me for additional 
electronic submission guidelines. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions op 
how to submit material to California Chess Journal. I look for. 
ward to seeing your tournament report or stunning victory in 
print in our magazine! 


I can be reached in any of the following ways: 


Allan Fifield 
2735 North Highland 
Visalia, CA 9329 | 


Days: (209)-65 | -3300 #37 | 
Nights: (209)-734-2784 
FAX: (209)-65 | -0739 


CompuServe: |02033,342| 
AOL: JOSTENSVIS 
Internet: FIFIELA@JOSTENS.COM 


DK = Dmitry Karshtedt, 1449 48 Ave., Apt #2, SE 
94122. 415 566-8138 
RK = Richard Koepcke, 2047 Monticello Ave #3) 


EA = Ed Auerbach, 2421 Franklin Ave., Stockton, 
95204. 209 957-7575 

JB = John Barnard, Box 5252, Sonora 95370. 
209 © 533-8222 

KB = Kelton Brewer, 1100 Daulton Ave., Madera, 
93638. 209 673-1026 

KC — Kevin Cripe 209 «869-3646 

JD = Jo Djordjevic, Theatre Cafe, 1655 Main St., Wal- 
nut Creek 94596. 510€935-7779 

PD = Peter Dahl, 75 Inverness Dr., San Francisco 
94132. 415 566-4069 

TD = Tom Dorsch, P.O. Box 3294, Hayward 94540- 
3294. 510¢481-5351 

JE =John Easterling, 4617 Cutting Blvd., Richmond 
94804. 510*529-0910 

JE2 = James Eade, 2865 Jackson St. #1, San Fran- 
cisco 94115. 415¢922-3473 

AF = Allan Fifield 2735 North Highland, Visalia 
93291. 209 734-2784 

BG = Bill Goichberg, P.O. Box 249, Salisbury Mills, 
NY 12577. 914*496-9658 

MG = Mike Goodall, 2420 Atherton St. #6, Berkeley 
94704. 510*548-6815 


DH = Dan Holbrook, 1220 Elliot #42, Paradise 95969. 
916¢877-3911 

JH = Jim Hurt, P.O. Box 461, Tahoma 96142. 
916¢525-7912 

PH = Pat Howlett, 4677 Old Ironsides Dr., #210, Santa 
Clara 95054. 408° 988-5008 

TI = Todd Imada, UCB: ASUC/SUPERB, Berkeley 
94720. 5109642-7477 

BJ = Brian Jew, 909 Greenwich St., San Francisco 
94133. 415 923-3776 

AK = Alan Kirshner, 66 Indian Hill Plaza, Fremont 
94539. 


Tournament Clearinghouse: 


Don Wolitzer, 2130 Mercury Rd., Livermore, CA 
94550. 510¢455-4119. dwolitzer@ aol.com 


Send tournament reports & annotated 


games to: 


Allan Fifield, 2735 North Highland, Visalia, 
93291 

Fax: 209 651-0739 

Fifiela@Jostens.com or jostensvis@ aol.com 





Mountain View, 94042. 415 «964-2640 

SK = Stuart Katz, 1030 G St., Sacramento 95814. 
9160444-3133 

GL = Gerald Lim, P.O. Box 4367, Davis 95617 
9169758-9007 

BN = Bill North, 116 Magneson Terrace, Los Gato 
95032. 408°356-7935 


Me 


RO = Ray Orwig, 2030 Roosevelt Ave., Richmont 


94801. 5109237-7956 

CP = Charles Pigg, 429 Vista Ct., Livermore 94550. 
510¢447-5067 

RT = Robert Tanner, PO. Box 752, Ceres 9530/. 
209°575-3947 


DW = Dennis Wajckus, 5924 E. Illinois Ave, Fresno 


93727-3566. 209 252-4484 

JW = Jerome Weikel, 6578 Valley Wood Dr., Reno NY 
89523. 702*747-1405 

SW = Scott Wilson, 380 Esplanade Ave #109, Paci- 
fica 94044. 415 355-9402 

CW = Carolyn Withgitt, PO. Box 6305, Hayward 
94540-6305. 510¢481-8580 

RY = Raphael Yelluas, 10230 N. Foothill Bld., #21) 
Cupertino 95014. 408€ 777-9202 
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Club Directory 


Places to play chess in Northern California and Northern Nevada 


Berkeley 

Fridays, 7:15 p.m. 

Berkeley City Club 

2315 Durant 

A. Glasscoe 510*652-5324 


Burlingame 

Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. 
Burlingame Lions Club 

990 Burlingame Ave 

Scott Wilson 415*355-9402 


Campbell 

Kolty Chess Club 
Thursdays 7-11:30 p.m. 
Campbell Comm Ctr 
Winchester/W.Campbell 
F Leffingwell 408*224-0743 


Carmicbael 

Senior Citizens Ctr. bann 
4701 Gibbons 

Rob't Pounds 916*961-8108 


Chico 

Fridays 7-11 p.m. 

Rec.Rm. 1901 Dayton Blvd. 
P. Chamousis 916*872-3158 


Daly City 
Ren Yee 415*992-4937 


Davis 

Thurs 7 p.m. 

Hunt Hall UCD 

Dave Johnson 756-2752 


Fremont 

Fridays 7:00-on 

Sugu’s Coffee 

3602 Thornton Ave, Fremont 
Hans Poschmann 510°656-8505 
Alan Kirshner 510°657-1586 


Fresno 

Mondays 6-11 p.m. 

Carls Jr. 

3820 N. Cedar Ave. 
D.Wajckus 209*252-4484 


Hayward 

Mondays 7-9 p.m. 

Hayward Library 

Mission at C St 

Kerry Lawless 510°785-9352 


Incline Village, NV 
Lahey Computer Co. 

865 Tahoe Blvd, #2 

R. Straver 702°832-036 | 


Livermore 
Fridays 7-12 p.m. 
C. Pigg 447-5067 


Marysville 
Yuba-Sutter CC 
Tom Giertych 916*671-1715 


Merced 

Central Calif CC 

Friday 7 p.m. 

Scout Hut-Applegate Park- 
nr.26&N 

Dave Humpal 209*722-0764 


Madera 

Thursdays 7:00 p.m. 

Carls Jr. 

Madern Ave. & Hwy 99 
Kelton Brewer 209*673-1026 


Modesto 

Tuesday 6:00 p.m. 

Jack in the Box 
Brinkmore and McHenry 
John Barnard 209*533-8222 


Monterey 

Open daily except Mon. 
430 Alvarado St. 
Yudacufski 408°372-9790 


Napa Valley 
Thursday 3:30 p.m. 
Vets Home, Yountville 
B. Bailey 707*253-0648 


Oroville 
YMCA Chess Club 
Bill Bovet 916*533-8432 


Palo Alto 

Tuesdays 6:30 p.m. 
Terman Community Ctr 
Room 33 

Arastradero Road 


Tom O'Connor 415*964-8799 


Porterville 
Wednesday 7 p.m. 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Corner of Henderson & 
Indiana 

Hans Borm 209*784-3820 


Reno, NV 
Mon/Thurs 7 p.m. 
Oldtown Mall CommCtr 
4001 S. Virginia 

J. Weikel 702*747-1405 


Ricbmond 

Fridays 6 p.m. 

Richmond Library 

26th & MacDonald 

John Easterling 510°529-0910 


Roseville 

Monday 6-10 p.m. 

1050 Melody Lane #6 
Allan Goff 916*723-8073 


Sacramento 
Wednesdays 7-11 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Ctr 
915-27th St. 

Stuart Katz 916*444-3133 


CSU Sacramento 
Student Union Bldg. 


Salinas 

Mondays 5 p.m. 
Firehouse Rec Ctr 

E Alisal St (E of John) 
Jose Sandoval (no phone) 


San Anselmo 

Tuesday 7 p.m. 

Round Table Pizza, Red Hill Sh 
Ctr 

Sir Francis Drake Blvd 

Jim Mickle 415*457-2719 


San Francisco 
Mechanics’ Institute 

Open daily 

57 Post St, 4th Floor 
M.Wilkerson 415°421-2258 


Deadline for the next CalChess is March 15th 


Santa Clara 

2d Sat. each month 
2:15-6:15 p.m. 

Mary Gomez Park 

F Sierra 408°241-1447 


Santa Cruz 
S. Kangas 408*464-0202 


Santa Rosa 

Tuesdays 6-10:45 p.m. 
Sonoma Coffee Company 
521 4th Street 

Keith Halonen 707°578-6125 


Stockton 

Fridays 7 p.m. 

St Andrews Church 

4910 Claremont 

Ed Auerbach 209°957-7575 


Sunnyvale 

LERA 

Tuesdays, 8 p.m. 

Lockheed Rec Ctr, Bldg #160 
Jim Hurt 916°525-7912 


Tulare 

Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m. 

A&W Root Beer 

133 North ‘J’ Street 

Ward Forman 209*688-6386 


Vallejo 

Fridays 7:30 p.m. 

Senior Citizens Ctr 

333 Amador St 
Rasmussen 707*642-7270 


Visalia 

Wednesday 7 p.m. 

Carl’s Jr- Von's Ctr 

Hwy 198 & Chinowth 
Allan Fifield 209°734-2784 


Walnut Creek 

Tuesdays 7:30 p.m. 

Civic Park/Broadway at Civic 
C. Lehman 510*946-1545 


Yuba-Sutter 
Tuesdays 6:30 p.m. 
Buttes Christian Manor 
223 F Street, Marysville 
T.Giertych 916*742-7071 
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The CalChess Calendar of Events 


(* denotes CalChess discount) Last update 1—14—97 


1997 




























Jan: 17-19 (R-B8u). cn. CRAE OA ETAn SD E e aE ee tari cus (MG) eT 
JAS E SEE cane eee: Strathimore CHes OT ENS L2 e Eea OASAN rA EA aT irean (AF) Cart 
Jan. 25-26 ......... (Sa-Su) ............ EHiKigten £n KERUEISCDEN AS aeu eo AAAs atadas tE EN EEA as (MG) | he T 
Feb) 1-2. 5 Loca (Sa-Su) ............ PUCAT A PENEI COE aaa exe rdo ioenete rc cimero ecu og (MG) P g d 
FebT-239 5 us (Sa-Su) ............ Paradise CIpeg d. e o Mr ere RUNE ue sean NT ARES ER ne maid (DH) Der 
Feb. 15-17 ......... (Sa-M) .............. BODIE NIC COLO borer area tease wes eL ee sepsaress coda eyed e vrsa *(DS) i pF 
Mat 3-9 — PP Sigh en aoe Aupicur bun Branciseg) E a a pe aa *(MG) Le P 
Map de e ESI ue oe soe CXUSHCIECOHOSS OP Rad... ceri on e ccr vze espere eR RUE eRUS DES (AF) o. 
Mar. 15-16 ......... (Sa-Say en PERECIUESUg. Do Maa EC ee Si (JH) " 
Marisa h tance "EE So M CalChess Scholastic Blitz (Burlingame) .................................. (TD) OIX 
Mai eae ke ees (Sa-Su) ............ CalChess Scholastic Championship (Burlingame) .................. (AK) T 
Mar. 28-30 ......... (Rog) s s ess MeStermelass Campi o us de cce ent te der dies NER RE Nur «pa tb Nae (BG) Eh 
Apr. 19 See (S0 cb Eds Dini 6gess Tor Kita. REEL ak iaio daa a ie (AF) f 
APR AG Sc coos. (BH) cocus veictdie: Eresuo Optids Ouad- 5 Ra ie tate ei carbs EI arexeeo ok (DW) e 
Apr. 19—20 ......... (Sa-Su) ............ Tumor Open Soan Francisco) c 8rd Laesctu deed iue rsen cu abes *(MG) [5 
May 3-4 ............. (Sa-Su) ............ IVETE OVC MOOT e a a E Ee ea A aep Ad kai *(CP) Pe 
May SO cR (Lor EE Into thessdor duds yo Sessa bu doi e E reed (AF) | 
May 17-18 ......... (Su) seh BEE OAT OAL LU PORTO) Lac Ires eee puedia te cad iae ip renes iiia *(DW) 
May 24-26 ......... (Sa-M) .............. DERAV VAEN a a wn af esas o Quem EY ex xi oco Ga (JH) 
Aug. 30-Sep.1 ... (Sa-M).............. KAVO DALE e o CEU C e COUA CU Fixe E EST dnos iE *(RK) 

Annual Events 


2nd weekend June (F-Su) Stamer (MG) 

3rd weekend June (F-Su) Far West Open (Reno) (JW) 
Labor Day weekend (1st weekend Sept.) (TD) 

Last weekend Oct. (F-Su) Western Open (Reno) (JW) 
2nd weekend Nov. (F-Su) Capps (MG) 
LERA Thanksgiving (JH) 

See page 30 for the key to the tournament organisers (listed here by their initials). 


MLK weekend (3rd weekend Jan.) (TD) 
Presidents’ Day Weekend People’s (Berkeley) (AT) 
1st weekend March (F-Su) SF Amateur (MG) 

State Scholastic Championship (last weekend March) 
LERA Memorial Day (JH) 
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EDITOR’S 


REPORT 





Northern California chessplayers should all take great 


pride in our current crop of talented scholastic players, | 
In the March issue of School Mates, four Cal Chess jun 


iors were selected for the Pressman All American Ches 


Team! Vinay Bhat (13 of San Jose), Jordy Mont-Reynaud | 


(13 of Palo Alto), Dmitry Zilberstein (17 of San Francisco) 
and newcomer Andras Erdei (17 of Campbell) are all proud 
representatives of the best in Northern California chess 


And I don't think that anyone will object if I stretch the | 


state border just a little bit to also honor All-American 
Phillip Wang (13) of Reno, Nevada. Larry Evan's column 
later in the issue features one of Phillip Wang’s efforts while 
in our Readers Showcase you will find Vinay's annotations 


to his much admired victory over GM Arthur Bisguier at | 


the American Open. 


Since our last issue USCF Treasurer (and former Cal Chess 
president) Tom Dorsch was in effect ‘censured’ by a majority of 


the USCF Policy Board. By the passage of Policy Board Resoly- ` 


tion #5, Tom was stripped of many of the duties traditionally 
assigned to the USCF Treasurer. A heated controversy raged back 
and forth on the internet for several weeks until the members of 
the Policy Board negotiated a shaky truce among themselves, 
As a part of our continuing series The Crisis In The USCF, the 


always outspoken Tom Dorsch tells his side of the story in The | 


Seeds of Disaster. 


Continued on page 30 


Deadline for submissions for the next issue is June 15th. 
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The United Peninsula Scholastic Chess League 


A League All His Own 


by Alan M. Kirschner 


















Two years ago Steve Cohen, while teaching mathematics and chess at the 
Music Art School in Foster City, realized a hunger existed among the area 
children for chess. With the support and funding from the owner of the Music 
Art School, Yoram Tamir, he began the United Peninsula Scholastic Chess 
League (U.P.S.C.L.). 


Eleven elementary schools presently constitute the U.P.S.C.L. They com- 
pete with each other during the year. Steve also holds all-star competitions 
for the best players in the league. He has developed his own rating system 
for anyone who plays in a U.P.S.C.L. sanctioned match. More controversial 
was his decision to develop his own tournament rules. About 90% of these 
parallel the United States Chess Federation’s regulations. Steve told me Et. iE darn’ 
that he felt his rule changes are fairer to the young players. He also stated E. 7. ee pee NE 
that he believed that his rule modification forced the scholastic player to nsi jo Ic 
be more careful. Steve indicated that he does inform members of the 
U.P.S.C.L. what the U.S.C.F. rules are. He admits that at times the young 
players do not listen and this might cause confusion if they enter a 
U.S.C.F. tournament. 


a1 T3134 n 
^ 
ey fs CASSEL 


At the Young People’s Tournament, held in Berkeley on February 
17, 1997, one of his students proceeded to voice count the 50 moves to 
a possible draw. The verbal count disturbed a few adults who partici- 
pated in the People’s Tournament in the same room. After the game, 
when I spoke to the boy and his mother, explaining that all claims to 
draws had to be recorded, they expressed surprise. In the U.P.S.C.L., touch 
move is joined by touch a square and you must place the piece there if legally 
possible. Some confusion also arose over U.P.S.C.L. students claiming "touch 
square." Steve holds that despite the minor confusion his rules are more pro- 
ductive for the game of chess among juniors. 


Sharon Tseung receiving a 
First Place certificate for K/1 
division at the 2nd UPSCL 


Steve has even developed his own P.C. pairing program. His system seems to 
follow the U.S.C.F. rules in this case. I, candidly, do not know why he desires to 
reinvent the wheel when SwisSys and other computer pairing programs exist. He seems 
to enjoy working things out for himself and in long run this may bode well for the expansion of chess in the West San 
Francisco Bay region. 


Every other month, Steve produces a newsletter for the 120 members of his U.P.S.C.L. He writes numerous ar- 
ticles, reports on U.P.S.C.L. tournaments, analyzes student games and provides helpful hints for beginning chess 
players. 


I first learned of Steve’s league when he called me to invite me to bring some of my Weibel Elementary School 
players to his first open tournament last year. Since the tournament was classed by grades and offered two team 
trophies, I could not resist bringing a few players. He held the Second Annual U.P.S.C.L. Tournament on February 15, 


Continued on page 8 
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The 1997 U.S. Masters chess tourna- 
ment was held March 6-9 at the Hyatt 
Regency in Oak Brook, Illinois. Orga- 
nized by Helen and Jim Warren, this 
tournament was ably directed by Todd 
Barre and Tim Just. 


This event attracted 130 of the 
strongest players from around the U.S. 
The average USCF rating of the par- 
ticipants was 2336. Sixty-six percent 
of the players were FIDE rated with 
16 GMs and 14 IMs participating. 


Northern California was well rep- 
resented with several players having 
good results against such a strong field. 
Special recognition should be given to 
both Jennie Frenklakh and Vinay 
Bhat, as they were up to the challenge 
and scored well against higher rated 
players. 


Although he did not play, local FM 
Jim Eade attended and served as hon- 
orary “captain” of our Cal Chess con- 
tingent which included Tom Dorsch, 
Eric Schiller, Jennie, Vinay, and my- 
self. Jim’s chief responsibility was con- 
soling the older generation after our 
losses. Unfortunately, the older gen- 
eration kept him busier than we would 
have liked! 


The tournament was won by Turk- 
ish grandmaster Suat Atalik with a 
score of 6-1. GM Suat Atalik took top 
honors on tiebreaks over Dimitri 
Gurevich and Alexander Shabalov 
with each taking home $3,333. Con- 
$ratulations are in order to GM Atalik 
who played some fine chess against his 
fellow GMs. 


Following the winners with a score 
of 5.5-1.5 were IM Alex Reprintsev 
(with an outstanding result against 
four GMs), Alex Yermolinsky, Leonid 
Sokolin, Alexander Ivanov, and top 
seed Estonian GM Lembett Oll. 


At 5-2 were Josh Waitzkin (of 





Chess at U. S. Waster 


By Mark Pinto 


| 


Searching for Bobby Fischer fame), The top score from Region XI wa 
Emory Tate, Larry Kaufman, Ukrai- IM John Watson from Southern Cali. 
nian Osman Palos, and Andrew fornia at 4.5-2.5. 

Karklins. 





The conditions and accommoda. 
tions were delightful, and the tourn. \ 
ment went without a hitch. I would 
like to thank the U.S.C.F., the orga- 
nizers, and the directors for a job wel 
done! 


I look forward to next year’s even 
and would strongly recommend this 
event to all of you who may be eligible 
to play. 


And now for some of the bes 


games from this event with an empha. 
Jennie Frenklakh scored 


well at the U.S. Masters gent: 


Gamer from theU.S. Master 


Vinay Bhat (2235)—Curt Brasket (2350) 
U.S. Masters (Chicago) 1997 


1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.B$5 Bb4 5.exd5 Qxd5 6.Bxf6 $xf6 7.0d2 Qa5 
8.N$e2 c5 9.Of4 Nd7 10.0-0-0 exd4 11.Qxd4 Bc5 12.Qh4 f5 13.Nd4 Be? 
14.0$3 a6 15.Be2 Bf6 16.Rhel Kf8 17.Qe3 Qe5 18.Qh6+ Bg7 19.Qh4 Qf6 
20.Qh3 Qg5+ 21.Kb1 Bf6 22.Bf1 Qg7 23.Qe3 Ne5 24.Nxf5 exf5 25.f4 Be6 
26.fxe5 Bd8 27.g3 Rec8 28.Bg2 Ba5 29.Bxb7 Bxc3 30.Bxo8 Bxe5 31.Bxeó 
Bxb2 32.Qc5+ Ke8 33.Rd8+ Kxd8 34.Q0d6+ 1-0 


Mark Pinto (2295)-IM Richard Delaune (2380) 
U.S. Masters (Chicago) 1997 
1.e4 c5 2.Nc3 No6 3.f4 e6 4.Nf3 d5 5.d3 Nf6 6.e52 Nd7 7.83 Be7 S.Bh3!? a6 
9.a4 Qc7 10.0—0 $6 11.b3 b6 12.Bb2 d4 13.Ne4+ Bb7 14.Qe2 0-0-0 15.Nfd2 
(with the idea of Ne4) 15...Kb8 16.Bg2?! 
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16...f5! 17.exf6 Bxf6 18.Nxf6 Nxf6 19.Nc4 (19.Qxe6? Rd6 20.Qe2 /20.Qh3 
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Bc8 21. Qh4 with the idea of 
vb4] 20...Re8 )19...Rhe8 
20.Rael Nd5 21.Bel Neb4 
».RI2 Ka7 23.Qe5 Qd7 
14.085 Q87 25. Ne5 Ne3 
26.Bxb7 Kxb7 27. Q$4 Of6 
28.Qf3+ Nbd5 
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29. Bd2+ Draw?! 


White threatens 
Bxc when black must recap- 
ture dxc3. The weak pawns 
on cà and e6 give white some 
winning chances although 
black may be just able to hold 
the draw. 


GM Alexander Ivanov (2670) 
-Mark Pinto (2295) 

US. Masters (Chicago) 1997 
1.4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.e5 Bf5 4.h4 
h5 5.04 e6 6.Nc3 Be7 7.exd5 
exd5 8.Bd3 Bxd3 9.Oxd3 Od7 
10.N3 Na6 11.0-0 Ne7 
12.Ne2 Nh6 13.B$5 Ne6 
14.Rab1 a5 15.Nf4 Nxf4 
16.Bxf4 Nf5 17.83 0-0 
18.Rfel Qe6 19.Bg5 Bb4 
20.Re2 Rfc8 21.a3 Bf8 
22.Rd1 a4 23.Nel1 Re8 24.Ng2 
Ne7 25.NfA Q$4 26.f3! Of5 
27 Nxh5 Qxd3 28.Rxd3 NfS 
29.Kg2 Nd6 30.f4?! 
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30...f6!= 31.Kf3 31. Bf6 $6! — 
* J1..fx$5 32.exd6 Rxe2 
J3.Kxe2 $xh4 34.¢xh4 
Bxd6?! Re8+ 35.Rg3 Re8+ 
36.Kd3 Re7 37.R86 Be7 38.5 
Kh7 39.Re6 Rf7?! R:e6- 
40.6 $xf6 41.Nxf6+ Kh8 
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42.h5!« Bf4 43.N$4 R$7 
44. Re8+ Rg8 45.Rxg8+ Kxg8 
46.Ne5 Kg7 47.Nd7 Kh6 
48.Nc5 b5 49.Na6 Kxh5?! 
Bd6!? 50.Nb4 Kg6 51.Nxc6 
Bd6 52.Ke3 Kf5 We are in 
sudden death at this point 
and we each have about 3 
minutes left for the rest of the 
game. I am no match for 
Alexander under these cir- 
cumstances. 53.Na7 b4+ 
54.axb4 Bg3= 55.Kd3 Ke6?? 
Bel= 56.Nb5 Bel 57.Nc3-- 
Kd6 58.b5 Ke7 59.Nxd5+ Kb7 
60.Ke4 1-0 


Tom Dorsch (2200)- 
Ryan Mankiewicz (2005) 
U.S. Masters (Chicago) 1997 

1.e4 d6 2.d4 Nf6 3.Bd3 $6 
4.Ne2 B$7 5.0—0 0—0 6.f3 c6 
7.Be3 Nbd7 8.Nd2 Qc7 9.c3 
e5 10.Qel Nb6 11.Qh4 Be6 
12.f4 Ng4 13.Rf3 Nxe3 
14.Rxe3 Qd8 15.Qxd8 Raxd8 
16.b3 exd4 17.Nxd4 Bc8 
18.Rf1 Rfe8 19.Rg3 c5 
20.Ne2 f5 21.exf5 Bxf5 22.Rf2 
Bxd3 23.Rxd3 d5 24.Nf3 c4 
25.Rd1 Re8 26.Nfd4 Re3 
27.{5 Bxd4 28.Nxd4 Rxe3 








Hard working 
Mark Pinto 
preparing for 
the U.S. Masters 


29.{6 Re3 30.Nb5 c3 31.Rel 
a6 32.Nd6 Re6 33.f7+ Kf8 
34.Ne8 Nd7 35.Rf4 c2 36.Kf2 
Re7 0-1 


Emory Tate (2475)-L. 
Yudasin (2670) 

U.S. Masters (Chicago) 1997 
(Note: No CalChess content but 
a great game!) 
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 exd4 
4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.Bc4 e6 
71.Bb3 Nbd7 8.Qe2 Nc5 9.$4 
b5 10.65 Nfd7 11.Bd5 Bb7 
12.Bxb7 Nxb7 13.a4 bxa4 
14.Rxa4 Nbc5 15.Ra3 Qb6 
16.0-0 Be7 17.Kh1 0-0 18.b4 
Na4 19.Nf5 exf5 20.Nd5 Qd8 

21.exf5 Re8 
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22.0h5 Nab6 23.Rh3 NfS 
24.f6 Nxd5 25.fx$7 Kx$7 
26.Bb2+ Kg8 27.86 Bf6 
28.¢xf7+ Kh8 29.Rg1 Rel 
30.Rxel Bxb2 31.Re8 Nf6 
32.Rxd8 Rxd8 33.Qh6 Ne4 
34.Qh4 Nf6 35.Rg3 N8d7 
36.Qh6 1-0 
Jennie Frenklakh (2220)- 


Marvin Dandridge (2325) 
U.S. Masters (Chicago) 1997 


1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.e5 Bf5 4.84 


Be4 5.f3 B$6 6.e6 QOd6 
7.exf7+ Bxf7 8.Bd3 Nd7 9.f4 
Ngf6 10.h3 0-0-0 11.Nf3 Ne4 
12.Nbd2 $5 13.Bxe4 dxe4 
14.Nxe4 Qc7 15.Nexg5 Bd5 
16.Qe2 Bh6 17.Rf1 Bxf3 
18.Rxf3 Bxg5 19.fxg5 Qb6 
20.c3 Rhf8 21.Rxf8 Rxf8 
22.Be3 Qa5 23.a3 Qa4 
24. B21 Qba 2S Ral "e6 
26.Bh2 Kd8 27.Rd3 Qa2 
28.h4 a5 29.h5 a4 30.Be5 Ke7 
31.Bg7 Rf7 32.h6 Qb1+ 
33.Rd1 Qg6 34.d5 exd5 
35.Rxd5 Kd8 36.Rd6 Ox$5 
37.Qxe6 Qh4+ 38.Kd2 Qh2+ 
39.Kd3 Rf3+ 40.Ke4 Qf4+ 
41.Bd4 Qf7 42.Qxf7 Rxf7 
43.Kb4 Ke7 44.Rd5 Rf4 45.85 
R$4 46.Rb5 b6 47.Kxa4 Kd6 
48.b4 Kc6 49.Rf5 Rg2 50.Kb3 
1-0 


Fred Lindsay (2440)- 
Vinay Bhat (2230) 

U.S. Masters (Chicago) 1997 
1.c4 e6 2.Nf3 d5 3.83 d4 
4.B$2 c5 5.0-0 No6 6.23 Nf6 
7.e3 a5 8.exd4 exd4 9.Rel 
Be7 10.Ne5 Nxe5 11.Rxe5 
Nd7 12.Rel1 Ne5 13.d3 Qb6 
14.Bf1 Bd7 15.Nd2 Be6 16.b3 
0-0 17.Rb1 Rfd8 18.Nf3 Na4 
19.Bd2 Ne3 20.Bxe3 dxc3 
21.Re1 Bxa3 0-1 


Eric Schiller (2205)- 
Allen Kornfeld (2305) 
U.S. Masters (Chicago) 1997 
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 exd4 
4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 $6 6.Bc4 
B$7 7.0-0 a6 8.Bb3 b5 9.h3 
Bb7 10.Re1 Nbd7 11.Kh1 Rc8 
12.a4 bxa4 13.Bd5 Nxd5 
14.Nxd5 e6 15.Nce3 Nec5 16.f3 
Qb6 17.Nxa4 Nxa4 18.Rxa4 
0—0 19.c3 Rfd8 20.Rb4 Qc7 
PLODIS B415;22.Bp5 RAT 
ZAA EES 24.ND5 'do 
25.Qxa6 Bf8 26.exd5 Bxb4 
27.cxb4 Rd6 28.Qa4 Rxd5 
29.Ne5 Rd4 30.Qa3 e4 
31.fxe4 Qe5 32.Qa6 Re8 
33.Bf6 Q$3 34.Bxd4 Qxel- 
35.Kh2 Qh4 36.Nd7 Rd8 
37.Qd6 Rxd7 38.Qxd7 Qf4+ 
39.Kh1 Qcl+ 40.Bg1 Kg7 
41.Q0d4+ f6 42.0c5 Of1 43.b5 

h5 44.Qa7+ 1-0 
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1997 
People’s 
Tournament 


by Don Shennum 


Twenty-four years and counting. That’s how long chessplayers have 
been coming to Berkeley on President’s Day weekend to participate in the 
People’s Chess Tournament. Yes, 24 years of bongos, Blondie’s Pizza, street 
preachers and the rest of the usual Berkeley assortment to maintain your 
interest if your mind should wander from chess. This year’s event (held as 
usual in the Pauley Ballroom of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Student Union 
on the UC-Berkeley campus) attracted over 160 chessplayers, in addition 
to the 58 scholastic competitors who turned up for the one day scholastic 
event. The 24th edition of the People's tournament will be remembered as 
one of the more entertaining and unpredictable ones as upsets were the 
norm. The top two-rated players in each section finished out of the money 
in all but one of the seven sections. 


The Open Section produced only the second biggest surprise of the 
weekend, when IM John Donaldson (2504), IM Walter Shipman (2418) 
and Expert Robin Forman (2188) finished tied for first with 4.5-1.5 scores 
with each of them earning $350. Donaldson was his usual steady self, 
playing for a win when necessary and settling for a (usually tame) draw 
when the half-point would do. He notched wins against Vinay Bhat (2232) 
and Omar Cartagena (2532) and in the first round was the only player to 
defeat co-winner Forman. His draws were surrendered to Mark Pinto 
(2258), IM John Grefe (2509), and FM Robin Cunningham (2424). 


Walter Shipman had to fight a little harder than Donaldson to reach 
4.5 points. Walter slipped behind the leaders when he lost his fourth round 
game to Emmanuel Perez (2385). In Round 5 against Tigran Ishkhanov 
(2251), Walter maintained his cool and converted a winning position into 
the full point in a mutual time scramble. In Round 6 against Jonathan 
Baker (2321), Shipman converted a winning but difficult rook and pawn 
ending into a full point. During rounds 5 and 6, Walter played over 11- 
and-a-half hours of chess on Monday. 


Robin Forman had a result that most players only dream of. Robin’s 
first round loss to Donaldson must have sparked something for after that 
he scored a blazing 4.5 out of 5 to reach the top of the standings. In round 
2, he beat Nigel Livesey (1901) and round 3 saw Robin score his first 
upset when he defeated Bill Orton (2246). Forman was down an exchange 
in a queen and rook versus queen and bishop ending in his fourth round 








IM John Donaldson was one of the three co- 
champions at this year’s People’s tournament. 


game against Victor Ossipov (2266) when Victor al- 
lowed a three-time repetition to occur. Forman imme: 
diately claimed the draw and after the position was 
verified against the scoresheets, Robin escaped with 
the half-point. In round 5, Robin beat Robin Lancry 
(2248), ruining the Ohio master’s vacation to the Bay 
Area. Round 6 saw Forman pull the real stunner as he 
knocked off top-ranked Cartagena. Robin finished the 
weekend with a 2483 performance rating. 


The top rated Omar Cartagena had a difficult tour 
nament. Omar surrendered a draw in Round 2 to Pinto. 
His fourth round loss to Donaldson knocked him well 
back of the leaders. In Round 5, Cartagena only man- 
aged a draw against Dmitry Zilberstein (2333) and was 
out of the running for the prizes entering the last round. 
Many players in his spot would withdraw and call ita 
weekend knowing that they would play someone over 
300 rating points below him. Omar stayed in the tour 
nament to face the streaking Robin Forman in the last 
round. Second seeded IM John Grefe (2509) stayed at 
the top of the leaders all weekend, but four straight 
draws in rounds 3-6 caused him to fall just short of 
the prizewinners with a final score of 4 points. NM Bric 
Schiller (2210) eanred $105 by winning the first Un- 
der 2300 prize with a 4-2 score. 

The third biggest surprise of the weekend occurred 


in the Expert Section when 11-year-old A.J. Steigman 
(2084) of Florida tied for first with Bela Evans (2092). 
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Both players earned $225 with their 
indentical 5-1 scores. A.J. traveled all the 
way from the sunny regions of Florida to 
participate in this event. His only loss was 
in the third round to top-rated James Al- 
Shamma (2183). Bela’s only setback was 
his third-round loss to David Herscovici 
(2128). David led the tournament all week- 
end and was the only undefeated player 
after 4 rounds with a perfect 4—0 score. 
David had to work on Monday and could 
not play in Rounds 5 and 6. The rules only 
allowed for one half-point bye for the tour- 
nament and thus David was left with 4.5 
points. This was still good enough to tie 
for third place with Tom Stevens (2029), 
who was leading the event going into the 








last round with 4.5 points. He last round 
loss to Bela knocked him back to third. 
Both Tom and David earned $37.50. 


In the Class A section, it was busi- 
ness as usual as top-rated Steven Krasnov 
(1980) sailed through the field and fin- 
ished in clear first with 5.5 points, to earn 
$290. His only draw was to Andy Milburn 
(1844) in the second round. Finishing in 
clear second was Craig Andries (1902) 
with 5 points. Craig’s only loss was to 
Steven in the fourth round, and Craig 
earned $150. Tying for third with 4 points 
were Richard Roubal (1939), Mansur Saca 
(1823), and Julian Standen (1745). These 
three players earned $25. 
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The Class B produced the nicest sur- 
prise of the weekend. Julie Vizcaino 
(1434), playing up a class, knocked off all 
challengers on her way to 5.5 points and 
clear first place. Julie’s performance rat- 
ing for the weekend was over 2000 as she 
earned $280. Julie was regularly outrated 
by 250-300 points, but the youngster from 
Modesto proved she was up to the chal- 
lenge in every case. Going into the last 
round, Julie led the field by a full point 
with a perfect 5-0 score. Brendan Birt 


Continued on page 12 





The Toiling Masses at the 24th People's 


1. CalChess President (L) Richard Koepcke and 
Secretary Mike Arne plot at the CalChess board 
meeting. 2. Ursula Foster—Weekend Warrior! 
3. Vinay Bhat is always totally focused on the 
pieces. 4. Kids! 5. Assisstant TD Alan Kirshner 
(L) and Chief TD/Organizer Don Shennum in 
a relaxed moment at the TD table. 6. 
Revolutionary Fervor on the Lower Boards! 








A League All His Own 





Continued from page 3 


1997 in the Foster City Council Cham- 
bers—a much improved venue from the 
first tournament. We had been crowded 
into a very small, hot and humid area in 
the Music Art School. 


Fifty-five players competed in the six 
grade divisions this year. Steve combined 
kindergarten and first grade into one sec- 
tion. Twenty-six of these competitors came 
from schools outside the U.P.S.C.L. Fear- 
ful of the possibility of ties, Steve decided 
to let the players vote on whether to use 
his system of tie-breaks or to play a blitz 
$ame for the first place trophy—tie-breaks 
would be used for the other positions. The 
youné voters selected the blitz $ame as the 
method they would prefer in case of a tie. 
Luckily, a clear winner emerged in each 
division. 

Feeling that most of the U.P.S.C.L. 
players would be beginners, I encourage 
my higher rated players to compete in the 
adult People’s Tournament in Berkeley on 
the same day. I went with my “B” team. 
Well, was I in for a surprise! The competi- 
tion this year was far superior to last year. 
None of the Weibel students had a perfect 
score in the four games. However, they did 
well enough to win four of the six sections 
and to come away with the first place team 
trophy for the second year. Belmont Oaks 
Academy took second place in the team 
competition. Steve awards team points for 
the top six places in each section. 


Weibel’s “B” team players felt great 
about their victory. One week previously 
the “A” team lost a one-on-one match 
against the Berkeley Bishops. In that 
competition, held in Berkeley, thirteen 
players confronted their counterparts play- 
ing one game with White and the other with 
Black. The Bishops scored 14-1/2 points 
to Weibel’s 11-1/2. The only consolation 
Weibel players had was the realization that 
the Bishops, coached by Elizabeth 
Shaughnessy drew from eleven different 
schools. Weibel’s team, except for one 
player who receives home schooling, at- 
tend the same school. 


To be fair, Steve considers this tour- 
nament an individual competition, and 
throws in the team trophies as an extra in- 
centive. So let me describe the action in 
each of the sections. The ratings are 





8 


U.P.S.C.L. Steve assigned U.P.S.C.L. ratings 
to the players who came from outside his 
league. They are about 200 points above 
the U.S.C.F. ratings. 


In the Kindergarten/First Grade sec- 
tion Sharon Tseung (806) drew Evan 
Boucher (835), a new young dynamo to 
chess, in the second round. In the last 
round it appeared that they would tie for 
first. Evan was up a queen, two rooks and 
a few other pieces when Sharon won her 
game. Since Sharon had never played blitz, 


Steve will introduce 
Cassia to hundreds of 
young people who, if not 
for him, would have 
missed the opportunity to 
play the game of kings. 


she decided to practice while Evan con- 
tinued his quest for a mate. Poor Sharon, 
her flag kept falling and tears began to ap- 
pear in her eyes. She hung in there and 
began to win. By her seventh game she 
defeated the girl who was to become the 
fifth grade winner. Sharon was ready. How- 
ever, as is often the case when a young 
player has too much material strength, 
Evan drew his game against Phillip Tang 
(810). Sharon was the clear winner with 
3-1/2 out of 4 points. Evan took second with 
three points on tie-breakers over Alexander 
Siegel (690). Phillip Tang (810) won the 
fourth place medal with 2.5 points. 


In the second grade section, Alex Wu 
(1006) won first place with 3.5. Alex Fos- 
ter (921) came in second with 3 points. 
Marcus Tong (1013) brought home a third 
place trophy with 2.5 points and Kevin 
Greene (933) received the fourth place 
medal. 


Matthew Ho (1374), in third grade, 
was the only player in the tournament to 
obtain a perfect score. The February 1997 
U.S.C.F. Rating List ranked Matthew eighth 
in the nation for players under 8. His ac- 
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tual rating is 1223. He far outclassed his 
opponents. In the last round I thought 
that Timothy Ma (995) would give hima 
bit of opposition, but Matthew chopped 

im up fairly rapidly. Second place went 
to Cameron Tacklind (956) with Timo. 
thy Ma getting third place. Saurabh 
Sanghvi received the fourth place medal 


Alexander Tseung (1024), in fourth 
grade, was up material in his second 
game against Dan Merala (1085), but Alex 
flubbed his endgame. He refused to con. 
cede a draw in king and queen versys 
king and queen. Steve insisted that they 
play it out and after about fifty moves 
the game turned into king against king. | 
was happy that they shook hands be- 
cause I was fearful that Steve might feel 
they ought to continue play until they 
both agreed to a draw. Alex left in tears, 
but came back to win. He did with 3.5 
points. A three-way tie ensued for sec- 
ond place with each player getting 3 
points. Steve’s tie-break system gave 
Zach Karnazes (1019) a second, Boris 
Lipkin (1207) a third, and Eduard 
Shamilov (964) a fourth. Zach Karnazes 
might have won the first place trophy if 
he had not been forced to move a piece 
due to the touch square rule in his game 
against Alex Tseung. 


Judy Kuo (1053) won the fifth grade 
division with 3.5 points. Andrew Fleury 
(1385), whom Judy never had to face, 
took a second on tie-breaks after winning 
three games. Tomas Bandong (1204) re- 
ceived third place and Ben Bullock 
(1183) obtained the fourth place medal. 


In the sixth grade, Matthew Huang 
(1125) confronted his teammate Brian 
Toy (882) in the final round. After a few 
moves they agreed to a draw. This en- 
sured a first place for Matthew and gave 
Brian the third place trophy. Daniel 
Barclay (1269) took second place and a 
three way tie with two wins each saw 
Anuraag Agrawal (928) win the fourth 
place medal as Carey Shelton (899) and 
Jayodita Sanghvi (755) looked on. 


Steve Cohen indicated that he will 
be expanding his league next year to in- 
clude children from Middle Schools. For 
the sake of the other scholastic tourna- 
ments in Northern California, I hope he 
brings his rules in line with the United 
States Chess Federation. But, even if he 
does not, I know his love for children and 
chess will aid the growth of our sport. 
Steve will introduce Cassia to hundreds 
of young people who, if not for him, would 
have missed the opportunity to play the 
game of kings. 
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33rd Annual LERA Peninsula 


Class 


Open 


Expert 


Unrated 


Place 


| st-3rd 


| st-2nd 
| st-2nd 
3rd4th 
3rd—4th 


| st-2nd 
| st-2nd 
3rd 


| st-2nd 
| st-2nd 


3rd—5th 
3rd—5th 
3rd—5th 


| st 
2nd—4th 
2nd—4th 
2nd—4th 


| st-2nd 
| st-2nd 


| st 
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33rd Annual LERA 
Peninsula Class Championships 
March 15-16, 1997 
LERA Chess Club 


Name 


Arthur Arutjunian 
Jonathan Baker 
Kenan Zildzic 


James Al-Shamma 
David Herscovici 
Larry Snyder 
Nigel Livesey 


Anthony Rozenvasser 
Steven Metz 
Richard Roubal 


Francisco Carrillo 
Alfred Abraham 


Euphorion Webb 
lose Fernandez 
Julia Vizcaino 


Trevor Bauer 
Kurt Jacobs 
Brad Wilburn 
Keith Yost 


Samuel Pence 
Akash Deb 


Joshua Harmssen 


Eric Tolentino 


Prize 


$333 
333 
293 


$320 
320 
80 
80 





Class Championships 


by Jim Hurt and Allan Fifield 


137 players competed for $3890 in prizes in this four 
round Swiss tournament. Although the prize fund was 
originally 'based on' 160 players, the LERA Chess Club 
paid the full prize fund. This was made possible by a 
$700 donation by organizer Jim Hurt. Jim had won a 
$600 class ‘A’ prize in Reno two years ago and was sav- 
ing his prize for a worthy cause. Jim deemed the best 
attendance at this tournament in many years to be the 
right ‘worthy cause’. 


In addition to his cash donation and organizing 
efforts, Jim Hurt was also the chief tournament direc- 
tor. He was assisted by Ted Yudacufski and Robert 
Massey provided additional computer assistance. Rich- 
ard Shorman undertook the difficult task of judging the 
brilliancy prizes and awarded $15 each to the winners 
of the following games: 


Kenan Zildzic (2281)—Burt Izumikawa (2452) 
Round 2, ECO B24 

1.e4 c5 2.Nc3 Nc6 3.83 $6 4.Bg2 B$7 5.d3 e6 6.Be3 
d6 7.f4 Nge7 8.Nf3 Qa5 9.0-O Bxc3 10.bxc3 Qxc3 
11.Bd2 Qa3 12.c3 O-O 13.Nh4 d5 14.f5 dxe4 15.f6 
Nd5 16.dxe4 Nc7 17.Q$4 Rd8 18.Q$5 c4 19.Nf3 e5 
20.Qh6 QfS 21.Q0h4 Ne8 22.Bh6 Qc5^ 23.Kh1 Rd6 
24.B87 Nxg7 25.fxg7 {6 26.Qh6 Rd7 27.Ng5 


GY 


LB 
, avi 


4 


C a; ERG 
4 i 
Zi, UD 











nmm Pu 


A pretty move but the real ‘brilliancy’ is the previ- 
ous play to achieve such a position against Burt. 
27...Rxg7 28.Rxf6 Bg4 29.Rafl Rd8 30.h3 Bc8 
31.Rf7 Rxf7 32.Rxf7 Rd1« 33.Bf1 1-0 


Steven Metz (1698)-Anthony Rozenwasser (1938) 
Round 2, ECO A08 


1.e4 e6 2.Qe2 Be7 3.f4 d5 4.d3 c5 5.Nf3 Qb6 


Continued on the next page 
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To the Editor, 


Richard Koepcke, the Cal Chess President, reneged on a 
Cal Chess contribution of $200 to the Linklater tournament. 
Richard knew when I was organizing the State Championship 
last fall that I was counting on $200 from Cal Chess. Neverthe- 
less, after the tournament, he informed me that the $200 would 
not be forthcoming because it wasn’t in the budget. Thus the 
Mechanics Institute had to shell out $200 more than expected. 


The primary purpose of a state affiliate, like CalChess, is to 
provide for a state championship. If you ask New Windsor what 
a USCF state affiliate is supposed to do, they will say it should 
provide for a state championship. USCF sends Cal Chess about 
$2,000 per year. Cal Chess used to contribute about 25%, or 
$500, to the state championship. Last year it was $200, and this 
year zilch. Cal Chess has abandoned its purpose, and desper- 
ately needs new leadership. 

Mike Goodall, Tournament Director 


Editor’s Reply: No member of the Cal Chess board of direc- 
tors (including the President) ever committed to a $200 dona- 
tion to the Linklater. All donations must be approved by the 
full board of directors as part of the budget. While the Linklater 
is certainly a worthy tournament, the Cal Chess board of di- 


= the Editor 


nn Aa 
INN 
hea are ean 


rectors has had to make some tough calls in an effort to bal. 
ance our budget. 


Dear CCJ, 


Thanks for printing my book review of Hastings 1895 by 
Colin Crouch and Kean Haines. At the end of the review, a refer: 
ence is given to “Hastings 1895: The Centenary Book” published 
by Sid Pickard and Sons. I should point out that the Pickard 
book is not the one that I reviewed. From the description of itin | 
the Chess Digest catalog, it is the original tournament book of 
100 years ago but has been put into algebraic notation. In the | 
CD catalog, it is listed as item L707. The book which I reviewed 
was item L698. It seems not to be carried by Chess Digest any. 
more. The last time I saw it listed was in their Winter 95/96 
catalog. 

Jim Uren 


— 


Editor’s Reply: Mr. Uren is absolutely right that the book he 
reviewed was incorrectly identified in the last issue. The fault 
is entirely with myself and I extend my apologies to Mr. Uren. 
“Haste makes waste” is once again proved to be so very true. 


LERA Peninsula 
Class Games 


Continued from previous page 


6.Nbd2 Nc6 7.23 Nb4 8.Nb3 dxe4 
9.dxe4 Bd7 10.a3 Na6 11.Be3 Nf6 
12.Ne5 Ba4 13.Nc4 Qc7 14.Bg2 Rd8 
15.0-O O-O 16.f5 e5 17.84 b5 18.85 
bxc4 19.gxf6 Bxf6 20.Nd2 Bxc2 
21.Qh5 $6 22.084 Qe7 23.Rf3 h5 
24.Qh3 Bg5 25.Nxc4 Bxe3+ 26.Rxe3 
h4 27.Q$4 85 28.Nxe5 Nb8 29.Nf3 [6 
30.Nxh4 Rf7 31.Ng6 Qd7 32.h4 Rg7 
33.083 gxh4 34.Qxh4 Qd4 35.Rael 
Kf7 36.Qh5 Rdg8 37.Qe2 Ba4 38.Bfl 
Rh8 39.Qc4+ Qxc4 40.Bxc4+ Ke8 


41.e5 fxe5 42.Rxe5+ Kd8 43.Rxc5 Rh5 


44.Re2 Be8 45.Rxe8+ Kxe8 46.Rc8+ 
Kd7 47.Be6+ Kd6 48.Rxb8 Rg5+ 
49.Kf2 R5xg6 50.fxg6 Kxe6 51.Rc8 
Kd6 52.Ra8 Kc6 1/2-1/2 


Each player was awarded a $15 bril- 
liancy prize for this hard fought draw. 


Alan Howe (1632)- 
Marvin Gilbert (1600) 
Round 2, ECO E94 


1.e4 Nf6 2.Nf3 g6 3.c4 Bg7 4.Nc3 O-O 
5.e4 d6 6.Be2 Nbd7 7.0-0 e5 8.d5 
Nc5 9.Nd2 a5 10.a3 Ne8 11.Nb3 b6 
12.Nxc5 bxc5 13.Be3 f5 14.f3 f4 
15.Bd2 Q$5 16.Kh1 Qh4 17.Qe1 Qh5 
18.Nb5 Bd7 19.Bxa5 Bxb5 20.cxb5 
$5 21.a4 Rf7 22.b4 exb4 23.Bxb4 Nf6 
24.Qf2 Q96 25.Ríc1 h5 26.a5 $4 
21.26 Qg5 28.Ba5 Rc8 29.b6 $3 
30.b7 Ref8 31.Q¢1 h4 32.Rxc7 gxh2 
33.Qxh2 Nh5 34.Bb5 Rxc7 35.Bxc7 
Rf7 36.b8Q 1-0 


Hal Eisen (1584)- 
Adam Lischinsky (1493) 
Round 2, C90 


1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 Nf6 
5.0-O Be7 6.Rel b5 7.Bb3 d6 8.c3 


Bg4 9.h3 Bh5 10.d3 O-O 11.Nbd2 Qd? ! 
12.Nf1 Nd8 13.N83 Bg6 14.Nh4 Kh8 
15.Nx$6-4 fx$6 16.24 Rb8 17.axb5 
axb5 18.d4 exd4 19.cxd4 Ne6 20.Ra7 
Nd8 21.e5 Ne8 22.e6 Qc6 23.d5 Qc5 
24.Be3 Qb4 25.Bd4 Rb7 26.Ra8 c5 
21.Bc3 Qf4 28.Ne4 c4 29.Bc2 Nc? 
30.Rc8 Na6 31.Qd4 Qh6 32.Ba5 
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The Black king’s rook will be lured to 


the left until it disappears. 


32...Re8 33.Bxd8 Rxd8 34.Rxd8+ 
Bxd8 35.Nxd6 Kg8 36.Nxb7 Q£5 
37.Nxd8 Qxd8 38.d6 1-0 
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Northern California Closed Championship 


Le ol " I I hik 


by Mike Goodall 





The 1997 Northern California closed championship, the Charles Linklater Memorial Masters Invitational, was held at 
the Mechanics Institute Chess Club in San Francisco from January 17 through February 2. Eight players with an 
average rating of 2445 USCF and 2358 FIDE competed for $3000 in prizes in this FIDE rated event. Defending co- 
champion Burt Izumikawa won it all by himself this year. The other previous co-champion, Omar Cartagena, had to 
settle for a tie for second and third with Thomas Wolski. Rounding out the plus scores was John Grefe who had won 
this event the last three times he played in it. 


Charles Linklater Memorial 
Masters Invitational 


Selected Linklater 
Games 


Score 
5.0-2.0 
4.5—2.5 
4.5-2.5 
4.0-3.0 
3.5—3.5 
3.5-35 
2.0—5.0 
|.0—6.0 


Ust b LHIDE 
2452-— 24023 
25907. 27425 
Dat? INS 
25904«-« 2420 
24/0-. 2380 
2400 - 7335 
7475. 2235 
2502. CAALU 


|. Burt Izumikawa 


2. Omar Cartagena 


Omar Cartagena-John Grefe 
Round 2, ECO B72 


Notes by Grefe 3. Thomas Wolski 


4. John Grefe 
5. Ronald Cusi 
6. Richard Lobo 


1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 exd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 $6 6.Be3 Bg7 
1.Qd2 


If White is going to avoid the usual 7.13 then 7.Bc4 is 
the most common way to do it with the continuations 7...N$4 
8.Bb5+ Kf8 as in an old game of Botvinnik’s or 8.0-O. 


7...Ng4 8.0-O-O Nxe3 9.fxe3 O-O 10.h4 h5 


Another possible defensive setup by Black would be 
10...Nd7 11.h5 Ne5 12.hxg6 hxg6 13.Qf2 a6 14.Qh4 Re8 with 
unclear consequences. 


11.Be2 Nc6 12.84 

White must pry open files on the kingside. 
12...hx$4 13.h5 Ne5 14.Qel1 $5 

14...e6 might be better not fearing 15.Ndb5 Q$5 
I5.h6 Bf6 16.0f2 Bd7 

Fritz 4 suggested 16...Kh7 17.Nd5 Bh8. 
17.Nd5 Re8 18.h7+ 


18.Nxf6+ exf6 19.Rdf1 f5 20.Nxf5 Bxf5 21.Qxf5 Re5 
might be an improved version of the actual game. 


18...Kh8 19.Nxf6 exf6 20.Nf5 
20.Rdf1 is better. 
20...Bxf5 21.0xf5 Re8S 22.Bx$4 Rc5 23.Kb1 


7. Robin Cunningham 
8. Isaak Margulis 





23.Rd5 Rxd5 (not 23...Nd3+ 24.Rxd3 Rxf5 25.Bxf5 un- 
clear) 24.exd5 Nx$4 25.Qx$4 Rxe3 is a large advantage for Black. 


23...Nc4 24.Qf2 


24.Qf3 f5 24.Bxf5 Qf6 25.Rd4 Rb5 26.b3 Oxd4 27.exd4 
Nd2+ 28.Kel Nxf3 29.Bd7 Rxe4 is an easy win for Black. 


24...f5 25.Bxf5 Qf6 


25...Qb6 26.b3 Ng3+ 27.Kg1 with the idea of 28.Bd7 is 
not quite as clear. 


26.Rd4 
26.c3 Rb5 27.b3 Qxc3 is losing. 


Continued on the next page 
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Linklater 


Continued from previous page 
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If now 27.Rf1 Rxe3 28.Rxe4 Qxf5 
29.0xf5 Rxf5 30.Rh1 Rfe5 ( or first 
30...Re5 ) wins the endgame easily after 
trading one pair of rooks. 


27.082 Rxf5 0-1 


Thomas Wolski-John Grefe 
Round 4, ECO E92 
Notes by Wolski 


1.Nf3 Nf6 2.c4 $6 3.d4 Bg7 4.Nc3 O-O 
5.e4 d6 6.Be2 e5 7.d5 a5 8.B$5 h6 
9.Be3 N$4 10.Bc1 f5 11.exf5 


The idea, originally by GM 





Zvaginsev, is to give Black weak pawns and 
sensitive squares on the kingside. 


11...8xf5 12.83!? Na6 13.Nh4 Ne5 
14.0-O 


Now White threatens to take on 
f5. 
14...Nf6 15.f4 exf4!? 


This is a nice improvement of 
Grefe's. Previously only 15...e4 had been 
played, when White has a nice position 
after 16.Be3 and 17.h3. 


16.Bxf4 Nfe4!? 


Now Black gets active piece play 
for the compromised pawn structure. 


17.Nb5?! 


In an attempt to complicate mat- 
ters I avoid exchanges and plan to trans- 
fer this knight to d4 where it will eye f5 
and e6. As I need to avoid doubled pawns 
on c3, the only other plausible alternative 
is to take on e4. 


17...Bxb2?! 


I considered 17...Ng5!/ interest- 
ing whereas Grefe believes 17...c6!? to be 
strong for Black. 


18.Bxh6 Rf6?! 


After 18...Bxal 19.Qxal White 
$ets some compensation for the exchange. 
However, this or 18...Rf7 was to be pre- 
ferred. 


i91 


19.Rb1 Be5 20.Be3 c6? 


This move which I thought to 
have prevented with my last one, is the 
source of all future problems. Black should 
have played 20...Qe7 with options of 
transferring the queen to g7 or h7 and 
possible piece sacrifices on $3. 
21.dxc6 bxc6 22.Bxc5 

Now there is no fork on c3. 
22... Nxe5 23.Nd4 d5 24. Ndxf5 Be6 25.Qc1 

This threaten both 26,0$5. ani 
26.cxd5 and forces Black's response. 
25...Ne4 26.Rb7! 

White now hopes for 2 1.Qh6!! 
Rxh6 28.Nxh6+ Kh8 29.Ng6 mate, but 
Black spoils this pretty mate. 
26...Bc7 27.Bd3! 


Now what remains of Black 
kingside will collapse. 


27...Bxf5 25.Nxf5 Rg6 29.Nh6+4 Kh7 
30.Rf7+ 1-0 

















1997 People’s 


Continued from page 7 


(1618) was given the task to try 
to beat her and allow himself 
(among others) to tie her for 
first. Brendan did slow her 
down, but still only managed a 
draw. Edward Lewis (1614) fin- 
ished in second place with 5 
points and $140. Brendan fin- 
ished in third place with 4.5 
points which was good enough 
for $70. 


The two-day Reserve sec- 
tion saw John Donahoo (1552) 
dominate on his way to a per- 
fect 5-0 score, which earned 
him $200. Going into the last 
round, John and top-rated Kurt 
Jacobs (1583) were tied for first 
with 4 points. John beat Kurt 
which allowed Adam 
Lischinsky (1493), Demetrius 


Goins (1407), and Casey 
Wichert (1228) to catch Kurt 
and tie for second with 4 points 
each. Kurt, Adam, and 
Demetrius each earned $58 
while Casey claimed the U1400 
prize worth $90. Right behind 
them were the young trio of 
Michael Lum (1247), Monty 
Peckham (821) and David 
Petty (1367), who all tied for 
second Under 1400. 


The Reserve Section is a 
two-day affair so that on Mon- 
day we have space to run a 
scholastic event that is the last 
major scholastic event before 
the State Championships in 
March. 58 players took advan- 
tage of the opportunity to get 
ready for State. In the end, 


Berkeley’s Elliot Temple (1456) 
and David Petty (1367) tied 
with Fremont’s Robert Chan 
(1158) with undefeated 4-0 
scores. 


Instead of using arbitrary 
tiebreak methods to award first 
through third place trophies, 
it’s been a Berkeley tradition to 
have a blitz playoff for the tro- 
phies and award all three play- 
ers the co-champion title. The 
playoffs are more fun for the 
players and spectators, but 
sometimes nervewracking on 
the coaches and parents. Of 
course, all players must be will- 
ing to participate in the play- 
off. If even one player does not 
want to play it off, then we 
would use an arbitrary tiebreak 
methods to award the trophies. 
Luckily, Robert, David, and 
Elliot were all in a competitive 
mood as all players were will- 
ing to play it off. Each player 


faced each other once with 
each color in the blitz playoff. 
Elliot swept Robert and split 
with David to finish the playoff 
with a 3-1 score. Robert beat 
David in the last game of the 
playoff for a 2-2 playoff score 
to secure the second place tro- 
phy and Robert finished witha 
1-3 score which got him the 
third place trophy. Of course, 
all three players tied for first 
and are co-champions of the 
event. 


The tournament was 
smoothly directed by Don and 
Laura Shennum with on-site 
assistance from Alan Glasscoe. 
Jay Blem’s National Chess and 
Games came up from Anaheim 
and provided his usual excel- 
lent book concession. Keep an 
eye open for information on 
next year’s event, which will be 
the 25th Annual People’s Chess 
Tournament, making it a Heri- 
tage Event. 
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The Crisis in the USCF 


The Seeds of Disaster 


The 1997 March meeting in Monrovia 
marked the return of the USCF Policy 
Board to its primary function of cetacean 
blowhole on the body politic. USCF gov- 
ernance is a balancing act between the 
professional managers in the business of- 
fice and the amateur chess players on the 
Policy Board. Times are best when a new 
Executive Director is energetic and effec- 
tive. In the worst of times, the Policy Board 
is ascendant and mucks things up. 


The first six months of President Don 
Schultz term vividly illustrate the dangers 
and futility of governance by the Policy 
Board. At the first meeting, every vote of 
the Board was 7-0. This was hailed by 
President Schultz as evidence of success. 
In fact, we had nearly sown the seeds of 
disaster because the veneer of harmony 
reflected an unwillingness to deal with two 
major crises that we immediately con- 
fronted. One was that Al Lawrence, our 
executive director of eight years and the 
father of the modern sales program, had 
abruptly resigned. The other was that a 
confluence of factors combined to create 
the largest budget deficit in USCF history. 
The USCF Policy Board was faced with the 
inevitable necessity of making decisions, 
but the reigning paradigm was harmony. 
All we wanted to do was show everybody 
that we were less divided than the previ- 
ous Board and focus on issues that could 
be resolved without disagreement. When 
it became necessary to address the prob- 
lems, the past differences among the board 
members exploded with the force of sup- 
pressed animosity. 


First it became clear that we faced 
financial problems. Each monthly report 
showed an increasing deficit. Institutional 
changes in the accounting of the Life Mem- 
ber Assets and the cost of executive sepa- 
ration were clearly going to exacerbate 
any ordinary losses. 


Second, we soon had a personnel cri- 
sis. Don Schultz’s decision to delay replac- 


by Tom Dorsch, USCF Treasurer 


ing Al Lawrence for six months to save 
money was penny-wise and pound-foolish. 
The departure of Lawrence left the office 
without an effective decision-maker at a 
crucial time. 


The Beard split 3-3 between those 
who wanted to take decisive action 
(Dorsch, Eade, Lieberman) and those who 


by Sam Sloan 


Michael Cavallo of Cambridge Mass, a 
former scholastic player, is the new Ex- 
ecutive Director of the United States 
Chess Federation. His first day on the 
job was Wednesday, January |5. Cavallo 
is a rated chess expert, with a rating of 
2142 in the December, 1996 Annual 
USCF Rating list. 


Cavallo comes to the job with im- 
pressive qualifications including a 
Harvard MBA. He has considerable busi- 
ness experience with involvement in two 
multi-million dollar non-profit corpora- 
tions. He was appointed to a three man 
commission by Governor William Weld 
of Massachusetts. His list of qualifications 
is so long that they will not be recounted 
here. Cavallo will be the first professional 
manager in the history of the USCF. The 
only real question about Cavallo is 


would take no action (Goichberé, 
Ferguson, Adams). President Schultz, in- 
decisive as always, straddled the issue. 
Instead of providing the leadership to re- 
solve the crisis, he exploited it to personal 
political advantage by playing one faction 
off against the other. By October of 96, 


Continued on the next page 


Michael Cavallo, Executive 
Director of the United States 
Chess Federation. 


whether he will be able to devote his full time which this job obviously requires, in 
view of his multitude of other business involvements. 


Cavallo faces a terrible mess at the USCF headquarters in New Windsor. 


Continued on the next page 
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The Seeds of Disaster 


Continued from previous page 


the USCF Policy Board was already hopelessly fractured. 


At the November meeting, the activists prevailed. They were 
not only able to force an agreement for Assistant Executive Di- 
rector George Filippone to leave, but it was engineered by Schultz 
to have Goichberg (Filippone’s fiercest loyalist) make the mo- 
tion! Goichberg was shaken by this turn of events. 


Subsequent to the November meeting, the opposing faction 
of the board launched a backlash. Despite several attempts, Bill 
Goichberg was unable to reverse the action on Filippone, but he 
did succeed in convincing Schultz to use the Board for public 
and personal attacks. Policy Board motion #5 of December 23 
removed the Treasurer from all Board liaisons and committees. 
In addition, Policy Board motion #5 instituted elaborate new 
procedures that restricted the access of the treasurer to finan- 
cial information. 


The action was symbolic of how badly fractured the Policy 
Board had become. The practical effect of motion #5 was negli- 
gible as the Treasurer has always had a special relationship with 
the Finance Committee. Other Board committees and liaisons 
were dysfunctional on the Schultz board. In addition, New York 
is the leading “right to information” state in case law dealing 
with corporate officers. Under New York law, the Treasurer can 
access any information at any time (with the use of the courts if 
necessary). The most important consequence of the censorship 
motion was that the Treasurer no longer approves board ex- 
penses. Fan Adams now watches over the Policy Board expense 
account. 


So here we are at the March Policy Board meeting. Inter- 
vening meetings had been canceled by the president, although 
we did meet in January to anoint Al Lawrence’s successor Mike 


Cavallo as the new Executive Director. The new paradigm is to 
get out of the way and let Cavallo do his job. Given the Board, 
track record, this is probably the best strategy. After a harmon. 
ous meeting in August followed by the major clashes in Novem. 
ber, everything was back to 7-0 votes. If there was any pogsipj. 
ity of disagreement, there was a quick change to reach compro. 
mise. Areas of clear disagreement were circumvented. The tep. 
sion was so thick you could cut it with a knife, but no hint of 
discord will appear in the official record. The only indications oi 
seething disagreement were in the hypersensitivity to criticism, 


Don Schultz, in particular, confuses the respect due the of. 
fice of president with the scrutiny necessary for the man who 
holds it. Several times he or Ferguson accused the treasurer of 
“insulting the president”. Sometimes this has lead to moments 
of unintentional comedy. On one occasion, I queried Schult; 
why it had taken him almost ten months (he had started work. 
ing on it in June 1996) to decide where to hold the 1997 Us 
Championship. "It is now March 1997 and no decision has been 
made." I said, "You're dragging your feet, and hurting the play- 
ers who have to make plans." 


Schultz retorted, "I want the Board to rule that I have just 
been accused of ‘dragging my feet!” 


Faced with underwhelming support from the Board, Schultz 
repeated his demand several times, but his supporters, unnerved 
by the obvious validity of the charge, disappointed him. Another 
moment of intended high drama fell flat. 


Almost no substantive business was transacted. The most 
important topic at the meeting, the financial crisis, was addressed 
in a bare-bones report by the Executive Director. The key aspect 
of the plan was to borrow $300K-$400K from the Life Member 
Assets fund, but in anticipation that the vote would not be unani- 
mous, no action was taken and no proposal was made. The USCF 
business office is again on its own. 


Cavalle Named Executive Director 


Continued from previous page 


There is doubt whether anybody would be capable of success at the job which has been set out for him. However, this has advantages 
as well. If Cavallo fails, it will always be said that he faced impossible and intractable problems. 


Among the many problems facing Cavallo will be to phase out Acting Executive Director George Filippone. Filippone is entitled to 
significant severance pay pursuant to a contract he signed with Al Lawrence just prior to Lawrence's departure. Filippone has worked 
for the USCF only about two years and his current position has always been labeled as "temporary". 


The underlying problems which Cavallo faces are the shrinking revenues, the declining memberships and the half million dollar loss 
which the USCF has suffered over the past six months. Further problems include office disorganization and widespread customer and 
membership dissatisfaction with almost everything about the USCF.The patented USCF chess clock which has never worked properly 
is a problem which will probably have to remain on the back burner for a while. 


Finally, the biggest problem of all is the incredible amount of fighting which has broken out among the policy board members 
during the past two months. However, this fighting has been directly related to the mismanagement within the USCF office and to 
conflicting visions of what to do about it. If Cavallo is able to solve the internal working problems within the USCF office, presumably 


this fighting among members of the governing body will stop. 


It must be remembered that the USCF has 85,000 members plus a revenue base of $6.6 million annually and is ultimately backed 
by a million dollar trust fund. Predictions of the imminent demise of the USCF are decidedly premature. 
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Selected Games from the Berkeley Chess Club 


Berkeley Chess Club 


by BCC bulletin editor Kurt Jacobs 


with additional analysis by Alan Glasscoe 








Uwe Jacobs (1695)- 15.Ndf3 cxd4 16.cxd4 Rae8 19...Bc3 20.Rac1 Nxd4 
Kurt Jacobs (1446) 17.b3 Bb4 18.Red1 f6 21.Nxd4 Rxe3! 22.Qc2 Bxd4 
Ruy Lopez (Open Defense) 19.Nd3 23.Kf1 Rfe8 24.Rd2 Qe4 
RET NN 25.0d1 Rxd3 26.Rxc7 
1.e4 e» 2. INCO 2.Db5 a Qxf4+ 0-1 
4.Ba4 NÍ6 5.0-O Nxe4 T m . TI 
6.Re1?! , Li f 
m £7 at 7 Eric Brody (1953)- 
VOR MEN mi oO Yi, Vi David Goldfarb (1812) 
6...Nc5 7.Bxc6 dxc6 8.Nxe5 A n fon King's Indian Defense 
Be7 9.d4 Ne6 10.c3 i 4 Yo 
A Y "Hd A i 1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 $6 3.Nc3 B$7 
I Be3s: MCO-15 jM ET F 4.e4 O-O 5.e5 Ne8 6.f4 d6 
10...0d5 11.f4 O-O 12.Qe2 ' 7.Nf3 c5 8.d5 Bg4 9.Bd3 
b5 13.Be3 Bb7 14.Nd2 c5 dxe5 10.fxe5 Bxe5 11.Bh6 


Bé7 12.Bxe7 Kx$7 13.0-O 
Nd6 14.Qe1 Nd7 15.023 
Bxf3 16.Rxf3 f6 17.Rel Ne5 
18.Rfe3 Qd7 19.Rxe5 fxe5 
20.Rxe5 Rf6 21.Qe3 Re8 
22.0xc5 e6 23.0d4 Kf8 
Berkeley Chess Club 24.c5 Nf5 25.Qb4 exd5 


. 5 ^) 
Section Winners 26.Bb5 


Be. 
ESOS? We 
m. A aie 


ey 


Section Name Rating Score 


2000+ John Newberry 2169 
lan Zimmerman 2018 


1 og a n 
DB n 


S M YE 
Zu 


1700-2000 Mansur Saca 1823 
Juan Herrera 1815 








1400-1700 Damon Mosk-Aoyama 1662 26...Qxb5 27.Nxb5 Rxe5 
Brendan Birt 1618 28.c6+ Kg7 
Henry Mar | 600 28...Re7!? 


29.c7 


29.cb7! Re6! 30.Nd4; 
29...Rb6 30.Qc3 Kf6 31.Qc8; 
29...Ne3 30.h3 Re8 31.Qc3 d4 
32.Qc7+ Kh6 33.c8(Q) 


U 1400 James Rader 1272 


»/ players. TDs:Alan Glasscoe and David Goldfarb. Tournament 
Report by Alan Glasscoe. 
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29...Rc6 30.Qf4 Re3 31.Nd6 
Rel+ 32.Kf2 Rc2«4 33.Kf1 
Rel+ 1/2-1/2 


David Dunetz (171 4)- 
Juan Herrera (1745) 
Closed Scandinavian 


1.e4 d5 2.Nc3 d4 3.Nce2 e5 
4.Nf3 Bd6 5.Ng3 Ne7 6.Bc4 
O-O 7.d3 Nbc6 8.a3 Na5? 
9.Ba2 c5 10.Ng5 h6 11.h4! 
Bd7 12.Qh5 Be8 13.Nf3 
13.Nf5!? 
13...Kh8 
13...c4!? 


14.Bxh6! f6 15.Bxg7+ Kxg7 
16.Nf5+ Nxf5 











17.Q0$4«! Kh8 18.Qxf5 Qe7 
19.Ng5 Bd7 20.Q$6 Q$7 
21.0h5« 1-0 


Adam Baraz (1015)- 
Alex Isenstadt (785) 
Sicilian (Nimzovich) 


1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.e5 Nd5 
4.c4 Nb6 5.Nc3 e6 6.Be2 


Continued on the next page 
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Cartagena Wins Wednesday Nighi 
Rapids at Mechanics Institute 


by Sam Sloan 


Omar Cartagena won the first Mechanics Institute Wednes- 
day Night Rapids on February 6th. Cartagena secured first 
place a score of 12-1/2 out of 13 while drawing only with 
Victor Ossipov. 

Arthur Ibragimov was second with 11 and Jonathan Baker 
was third with 10. The total of 14 players included the fol- 
lowing six masters: Omar Cartagena, Jonathan Baker, David 
Blohm, Arthur Ibrigamov, Dmirty Zilberstein, and Victor 
Ossipov. 

Almost all of the other players were experts. The lower 
ranked players apparently do not know about this event yet. 


I scored 6-7. My score against the masters was 1-5 and 
my score against the non-masters was 5-2. This is relatively 
typical of me. The master I defeated was Ossipov and I beat 
him with my Anglar Gambit (1.d4 e5). I win most of my games 
through swindles and blunders and I almost always have a 
lost position at some point in the game. 


A large part of the success of the tournament is due to 
the low entry fee, which is $5. In contrast, the Manhattan 
Chess Club Rapids cost $20 for the “A” Rapids and $10 for 
the “B” Rapids. Under the new regime of Jim Eade and his 


Berkeley Chess News 


Continued from previous page 


Be7 7.a4 a5 S.d4 Nc6 


See 


13.Ne7+) Nxd5 13.Qxd5 (intend- 
ing 14.Bc4) Bxd6 14.exd6; or 
13...Qb6 14.Be4 15.QOxf7+ 

12.83 Bxg3 13.hxg3 O-O 
14.Qc2 f6 15.Qxh7+ Kf7 
16.Nh4 Rh8 17.0264 K$8 
18.Bh5 QfS 19.exf6 Qxf6 
20.Qe8+ Of8 21.Bf7+ Kh7 
22.Nf54 1-0 
















A 
Ad, Meee! 

7 JING E 
LH ANR. 


9.d5 exd5 10.cxd5 Na7 
11.d6 Bh4 


11...Bf8 12.Nd5! (intending 





Dwight Kearney (1652)- 
David Pruess (1995) 
Sicilian (Najdorf Variation) 
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 


trusty assistant, Joan Arbil, the Mechanics Institute Chess 
Club has become much more active recently with competi- 
tions almost every night. An example of this is the decision 
to establish the weekly Wednesday night rapids starting at 
7:00 p.m. 


The Mechanics Institute Chess Club is located at 57 Post 
Street in San Francisco, on the 4th floor, near the Mont$om- 
ery Street Station on the BART. The club is open every day 
from 11:00 a.m. until 11:00 p.m. The Mechanics has a fair 
claim to be the oldest chess club in America. Alekhine. 
Capablanca, and Fischer have played there, in the same room. 
and on the same tables where chess is played today. 


The Manhattan Chess Club in New York City also claims 
to be the oldest chess club in America in continuous exist- 
ence. However, this is only possible because the Mechanics 
Institute building was destroyed in the great San Francisco 
earthquake in 1905. The building was rebuilt on a different 
site in about 1912. One of the contributors of the land on 
which the building was rebuilt was said to be an avid chess 
player (someone said that it was A.J. Fink) which accounts 
for the chess room in the building. Charles Bagby, a chess 
master, put into the constitution of the Mechanics Institute 
that there must always be a chess room in the building. 


International Chess Master Walter Shipman maintains 
that the Mechanics Institute is the richest chess club in the 
entire history of the universe. This, however, is not only be- 
cause of the chess players but because of the library whichis 
richly endowed. 


4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.Be3 
b5 7.13 e6 8.0d2 Be7 9.$4 
h6 10.a4 b4 11.Nce2 d5 
12.e5 Nfd7 13.f4 Bb7 
14.N83 Qc7 15.Bd3 Nc6 
16.0-O Nb6 17.b3 Bc5 
18.Nge2 $6 19.Rf2 g5 
20.Nxe6 fxe6 21.Bxc5 
O-O-O 22.Bd6 Qg7 23.f5 h5 
24.f6 Qf7 25.35 Nd7 26.Qe3 
hxg4 27.N23 Rh3 28.Qx$5 
R8 29.Qf4 NfS 30.Rc1 N$6 
31.Bxg6 Rxg6 32.c3 bxc3 
33.Rxe3 Kd7 34.Rfc2 d4 


Uy 
LEZ 
^ "^ 
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PEN 
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Sh NN 
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\ 
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35.Rxc6! Bxc6 36.Rxc6! 
Kxc6 37.Qe4« Kb5 38.Qxd4 
Kc6 39.Qc5« Kb7 40.Qb6+ 
1-0 
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Saa Voaguia Valley Water 


by Allan Fifield and Dennis Wajckus 


The New Visalia World Champion 


The new world champion is... Jon Cobbs of Visalia! 
Jon defeated all comers in the annual Visalia World Cham- 
pionship (held from October 30th to November 29th) to 
win the coveted world crown. Darren Russell (1866) up- 
set top-rated Joseph Bakhoum (2117) in the second round 
to clear the road for Jon. 


Jon has issued a challenge to Kasparov, Karpov, and 
Fischer for a title reunification match in 1997. We will 
keep you informed of developments! 


Visalia Fall Picnic 


October 5th, 1996 
Plaza Park, Visalia 


First Place Winners 
Section Name Score 


Quad | Maric Milenko 2- | 
Darren Russel 2—| 

Quad 2 Jon Cobbs 2.5-0.5 
Adult Swiss Mark Lazzaro 3—0 


Beginners Swiss 
Place Name Score 


I st Keith Yost 5.0 
2nd Gerardo Cruz 40 
3rd Jeffery Pauls 4.0 


Best J.F.K. Henry Gonzales 3.0 
Melanie Dawson 3.0 


Best Goshen Jorge Vasquez 3.0 
Best K-3 Steven Montes 0.5 


Many Thanks to a record 50 players! T.D. Allan Fifield 








1996 (Visalia) World Champion Jon Cobbs 
proudly displays his trophy. 


Fresno Fall Swiss 


This tournament was held October 19th at St Agnes 
and was directed by Dennis Wajckus. Section One was 
won by Jim Uren with 2.5 points. Oscar Cabantac contin- 
ued his recent series of victories with a perfect 3.0 in Sec- 
tion Two. 


Fresno Club Notes 


‘First Monday’ club tournament on Labor Day (Sept 2nd) 
was won by Alvin Pulley with a perfect 7-0. Alvin is a stu- 
dent of senior master Artak Akopian and is becoming deadly 
to his opponents. Second was Dr. Tim Roth at 6-1. The ‘Blitz 
Tournament on Monday 11/04 was won by Artak Akopian 
with a perfect 9—0 score. The winner of the reserve section 
on 11/04 was Vinka Bell with 2.5 out of three points. Herbert 
Kalliman O.D., who was one of the original members from 
the 1940s, has recently rejoined the Fresno Chess Club. Club 
president Dennis Wajckus will soon be doing an audio inter- 
view with Mr. Kalliman on the classic days of California chess. 
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THE THIRTY-FIRST ANNUAL 
1997 LERA MEMORIAL DAY CLASS CHAMPIONSHIPS 





DATE Saturday, Sunday and Monday, May 24, 25 & 26 


PLACE LERA Auditorium B/160, corner of Mathilda Ave. & Java St., Sunnyvale (take Bayshore Freeway to the North 
Mathilda offramp; then go seven blocks north on Mathilda to Java St; B/160 is on the far left corner; 408/747-9167) 


DIRECTOR Jim Hurt, assisted by Ted Yudacufski (National Tournament Director) of Monterey. 


TYPE Six round Swiss with eight separate divisions, each division with its own prizes. In pairing an odd numbered group, / 
we promote a high player from the next highest group to yield an even number in the odd numbered group, 

PRIZES Division: Open Expert A B C D E Unmtj The2 
First Prize: $500 $400 $350 $300 $200 $100 $100 — $10) Scho 
Second Prize: $300 $240 $210 $180 $120 


Third Prize: $200 $160 $140 $120 $ 80 | 
The prize fund is based on 160 paid entries. Ifthe paid entries exceed 160 players, then the prize fund will be increased and ifthe paii 
entries are less than 160 the prize fund will be decreased. A player can play up only one class; exception: an unrated player can play | 


up only into the Open division. A total of eight brilliancy prizes may be awarded, one for ach division. 








SCHEDULE ITEM STARTING TIME TIME CONTROL 
Registration 8 to 9:30am Saturday 30 moves in 90 minutes, 
Round One 10:30am Saturday 30 moves in 60 minutes, Ist | 
Round Two 4:00 pm ] Saturday 10 moves in 10 minutes 
Round Three 9:30am Sunday thereafter 
Ei Round Four 3:00 pm Sunday 
Round Five 9:30 am . Monday 
Round Six 3:00 pm , Monday 
ENTRY FEES Mail: The entry fee for the Open or Expert division is $40, for the A 
or B division is $35, and for the C, D, E or Unrated division is $30, if 
* mailed by May 20th. [f paid Saturd:morning, all entry fees will be $5 and 
more. The entry fee for K through 6th Graders who have ratings 
below 1100 points is $15, and they may play in a separate division. 





CONDITIONS In order to start the first round on time, we are incorporating anew policy: 
You must be at the registration desk prior to 9:30 am in order to be paired 
inthe firstround. If youarrive after9:30 am, you will either geta 1/2 point Mate in one move. 
bye, or be paired against another late entry. All players must be USCF members or become members at à 
tournament. CCA ratings may be used at the discretion ofthe tournament director. For more information,callim ^ 3,4 
Hurt (970) 285-7041 or Ken Stone (408) 629-5530. Initial membership in the California Chess Association for 
$7.00, if paid to Jim Hurt at LERA. 


SNACK BAR Food and refreshments available at the LERA snack bar. 
NEXT EVENT The next LERA chess tournament will be held in August 1997. 





Bp ENTRY FORM 
Name Phone USCF Rating 
Address City Zip a 


Name & Date of the last tournament you played in: 


Your Age: E. 


USCF Identity Number Exp. Date USCé dues: $35.00 - adult , $15 - under 18 


Entry Fee*: The Open or Expert division is $40.00, the A or B division is $35.00, and the C, D, E, or Unrated L'ivision is $30.00 (Circle your division). 
*If mailed by May 20th, otherwise entry fees are $5 more. Make check payable to LERA Chess Club. Parking is free. 


| 
| ———— 


Mail to: Jim Hurt, LERA Chess Club, P.O. Box 60451, Sunnyvale, CA 94088 Amountofcheck 1 — ); 









.. 27th Annual Santa Clara County 
a Chess Tournament 


7-916) 
d groy | by Steve Smallwood 
nnt) The 27th Annual Santa Clara County chess tournament was held on February 1st and 2nd, 1997 at the Lynbrook High 
$100 | School in San Jose. A summary of the winners follows: 
| 27th Santa Clara County Chess Tournament 
if the paid . February 1-2, 1997 


eT Can play Lynbrook High School, San Jose, California 


Team Winners clei | 
naiviaud ampion 
Ist Place Cupertino High School p 


— Perpetual Cup — 
Anthony Rozenvasser 
Eric Wainright 

Austin Che 

Dawnis Chow 

Yosen Lin 


Anthony Rozenvasser, Cupertino High School, 5 Points 


2nd Place Gunn High School 
Jordy Mont-Reynaud 








: Andrew Min 
— Timo Street 
Tikhon Bernstam 
AERE | Jeff Raymakers 
clit 3rd Place Leigh High School 
iation for Steven Metz Cupertino H.S. team scores as First Place Team Champions in the 
D Santa Clara County Scholastic Championship. Left to right are: 
Rick Deininger 
Alan Johnson Eric Wainwright, Yosen Lin, Dawnis Chow, Austin Che, 
maw Ge and Anthony Rozenvasser. 
Brian Johnson 
Plaque Winners 
"1 Kasparov (Ist) Fischer (2nd) Waitzkin (3rd) 
Senior Joe Lamp Serban Hartular Nguyen Chau 
Los Altos Lynbrook Independence 
Junior James Cadatal Pat Macaraeg Cameron Finley 
Independence Bellarmine Wilcox 
der 18 mE ; 
E Sophomore David Brown Robin Lindsay Patrick Jamp 
| Bellarmine Bellarmine Los Altos 
r division). 
Freshman Ernest Huang Cuong Mai Thuan Truong 
| Lynbrook Independence Independence 
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Wolski, Bhat, Herscovici, and Pruess Annotate 


Readers’ Showcase 


Thomas Wolski-John Grefe 
Labor Day State Ch, 1996 
Round 4 
Notes by Thomas Wolski 


1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 exd4 
4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 d6 6.Bc4 
Qb6 7.Nb3 e6 S.Bf4 


This is a relatively old idea 
of Igor Zaichev. 


8...Ne5 9.Be2 a6 

Black has also tried 
9...Be7 and 9...Bd7 in this po- 
sition. 
10.Be3 Qc7 11.f4 11...Nc4 


In Nijboer-Hoeksma, 
Black played the somewhat 
safer 11...Nc6 12.a4 b6 13.0-0 
Bb? 14.Bf3 with a transposi- 
tion into the Scheveningen 
Defense (drawn in 26 moves). 


12.Bxc4 Qxc4 13.Qf3 Bd7 


Grefe does not want to re- 
treat the queen to c7 and keeps 
options for an attack on the 
queenside. Here is an alterna- 
tive for Black; 13...Qc7 14.f5 
Rb8 15.Ba7 Ra8 16.Bd4 e5 
17.Be3 bS and Black gained 
control of the d5-square just in 
time in Nijboer-van der Wiel 
(drawn in 35 moves). 


14.0-0-0 Rc8 15.Kb1 


I foresaw that I would now 
be able to give away to c-pawn 
in some variations. I also had 
a strange feeling that Black’s 
queen was somewhat mis- 
placed on the c4-square. The 
drawback is that the queen 
does not control the e5-square 
like it usually does from c7. 
15.Rhel b5 16.Kb1 b4 17.Rd4 
Qc7 18.Rxb4?! d5 19.Bb6 dxe4 
20.Rexe4 Qc6 21.Na5 Qa8 and 
White cannot save both White 
rooks at the same time. 


15...Be7 








15...Be6?? 
15...b5 16.a3 b4? 17.Nd2!; 
15...Qc7 16.64 Bc6 17.85 Nd7. 


16.Rd4+; 


16.e5?! 


Only now that the bishop 
has moved to e7 is this pawn 
push tempting, but Black has 
enough defensive resources 
due to the two bishops. White 
should keep the center closed. 
Better was 16.84!? 


AK) .16..415-- IY e X45? 
White should not open the 
$ame for Black's two bishops 
and rather play (17.e5!? Ne4 
18.Bd4 b5 19.Nd2! and White 
can play against the bad light- 
squared bishop.) 17...Nxd5 
18.Bd4 (18.Nxd5 Qxc2+ 
19.Kal exd5); 


B) 16,.e5 i7.[5. Beo 
18.Nd2!? Now we'll see why 
the queen is quite exposed on 
c4. 18...Qb4 19.85 Nd7 20.a3 
Qa5 21.Nec4 Qc7 22.f6! gxf6 
23.8xf6 with the following pos- 
sibilities: 

B1) 23...Nxf6 24.Nxd6+ 
Bxd6 (24...Kf8 25.Bh6+ Kg8 
26.Q$34 x) 25.Q0xf6z; 


B2) 23...Bf8 24.Bh6!! 
Bxh6 (24...Bxe4 25.Nxe4 
Qxc4 26.Bxf8 Qxc24 27.Kal 
Kxf8 28.084+) 25.Nxd6+ Kf8 
26.Qh5 Nxf6 27.Qxh6+ Ke7 
28.Nf5+ Ke6 29.Rd6++ These 
variations are rather illustra- 
tive of White’s attacking poten- 
tial than a full account of 
Black’s potential defenses. 





20 


16...dxe5 17.fxe5 Bc6? 


Now White gets a strong 
attack and prevents Black from 
castling. Black should not fear 
the depreciation of his pawn 
structure, as the bishop pair 
will give Black great compen- 
sation. 17...Ng4? 18.Rd4+; 
17..Nd5 18.Nxd5 Qxc2+ 
19.Kal exd5 and Black has suf- 
ficient resources with ...Qe4 or 
...Q$6. White should not take 
the d-pawn right away as 
Black's bishop gets to c6. 
18.Q$3 Ne4 

18...Nh5? 19.Qh3 Qh4 
20.0xh4 Bxh4 21.$4! Grefe. 
gi... Bene 22 Rxhl Ng3 
23.hxg3 Bxg3 24.Bd4!+ and 
Ne4 will be very strong. 
19.Nxe4 

19.0x$7?! Nxc34 20.bxc3 
Rf8 21.Bd4 was not to my liking, 
as White's minor pieces are rather 
passive and Black’s bishops con- 
trol a lot of important squares. 


19...Bxe4 20.Qx97 Rf8 


Taking on c2 first will 
transpose to the game. 


21.Kal 


I took too long for this move, 


justifying Black’s strategy of leav- 


ing the pawn hanging. It's ironic, 
had Black taken this pawn a move 
earlier, I would have been forced 
to play Kal immediately. Now I 
spent 20 minutes in vain looking 
for better moves! 21.Rd4 Qxc2^ 
22.Kal Ba3 Grefe; 21.Nd4 Bxc2+ 
22.Nxc2 Oxc2+ 23.Kal Qg6. 
21...Bxc2 22.Rc1 Qd3 
23.Rhel 

I didn't play 23.Bh6 as I 
wanted to play either Nd4 or 
Bd4 and Re3 next. If Black ever 
played ...Ba3, I wanted to be 
able to defend with my bishop. 
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However 23.Bh6 threatens 
24.083, leading to a very inter. 
esting line. 
23...Rc4 

Unpinnin£ the bishop on Q2. 
24.Nd4 

I was looking forward to 
trade off some Black pieces to 


leave me with the more active 
rook on the board. 


24...Bb4!? 
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24...Ba4 25.Rxe4 Qxe4 
26.0xh7 4-. 


25.Rh1?? 


25.Rh1?? is a passive re- 
treat that loses the first move 
in all the critical variations. 
Now I will just react. Unfortu- 
nately, I was getting a little low 
on time (see note to my 2lst 
move) and did not understand 
that the Black dark-squared 
bishop cannot leave the board 
as I will then win the trapped 
rook on f8 with Bh6. Better was 
25.Nxc2 Bxel 26.Rxe1!! Grete. 
26.Nxel Rxc1+ 27.Bxcl Qdl) 
26...Re4!! (26...Qxc2? 
27.Bh6x; 26. ..Rxc2? 27.Bh6x) 


A) 27.Re1 Rxe3! 28.Nxej 
Oxe3 29.Rd1! and White is 
much better due to the more 
active rook and the Black king 
in the center. Now Black must 
defend against a possible Q/6 
with mating threats on d8 and 
White's option to get down toa 
queen ending with Rd8+ which 
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would give White all winning 
chances, e.g 29...Qc5 30.23 
Qe7 31.84 and Black has no 
active plan while White can 
chose between a few interest- 
ing options. (29.Rc8+ Kd7!) 
29...Qe5 30.43 Qc? 31.$4--; 


B) 27.Kb1?? Rxe3; 


C) 27.Nb4 27...Qc4 
28.43 Rxe3+ Grefe. 


25...Qxe3 26.Nxc2 Qc5 


I had overlooked this 
strong move attacking both 
my knight and setting up a 
winning pin on the c-file. 


27.Kb1 


White is merely react- 
ing now and even a draw is 
getting out of reach soon. 


21...Bd2 28.Qxh7 


1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 c6 
4.e3 Bd6 5.Nf3 f5 6.Ne5 
Nf6 7.f4 0-0 8.b3 Ne4 


On 8...Bb4, not 9.Qc2 
Ne4 10.Bb2 Qa5, but 9.Bd2 
when Black has nothing 
much. 


9 Nxe4 fxe4 10.Be2 b6 


Black’s bishop has no fu- 
ture on the c8-h3 diagonal or 
the e8-h5 diagonal. 


11.0-0 Bb7 12.B$4 Qe7 
13.Bb2 Nd7 14.Rc1 


White's pieces are much 
more actively placed com- 
pared to their Black counter- 
parts. 


14...Nf6 15.Bh3 c5 16.84 
Rad8 17.85 NeS 18.084 
Ne7 19.0h5?! 


This throws away 
White's advantage and initia- 
tive. 19.86 is much better, 
keeping the attack going. If 
then Be5, 20.gh7+ Kh7 
21.Qh5+ Kg8 22.fe5 is good 
for White. On 19...Rf6, 
20.Qh5 hg 21.Ng6 Qe8 22.£5 
gives White a powerful at- 
tack. White’s actual move is 
tooslow, and gives Black time 


28.Red1!? Rxe2 
29.Qxh7 is a tricky idea, but 
backfires due to the open po- 
sition of the White king after 
29...Rxb2+! 30.Kxb2 

A) 30...Be3+! and Black 
will gain a winning attack after 
e.g. 31. Kb1 Qb4+ 32.Ke2 Bxe5, 
33.Rd3 (33.Qd3?? Qb2; 
33.Rhf1?? Qc3+ 34.Kb1 Qb2) 
33...Ke7+ This would have still 
been a better try than the move 
played in the game after which 
it just becomes a dry techinical 
matter.; 


B) 30...Qc3«? 31.Kb1 
Ob4+ 32.Ke2 and I can't find 
a win for Black, e.g. 
32...Ke7? 33.Rxd2 Re8-4 
34.Kd1! Qg4+ 35.Re2 Qd4+ 
36.Rd2 and White can’t win 
the rook on h1; (36.Kel Re1) 


C7 PES dE 


GM Art Bisguier (2389)— 
Vinay Bhat (2249) 
1996 American Open, Rd. 6, 
Board 6 
Notes by Vinay Bhat 


to rid himself of the knight 
on e5 and drive away White's 
queen. 


19...Bxe5 20.fxe5 g6 


This is a $ood move, put- 
ting the question to White’s 
queen. 


21.Qh6? 


The queen is too isolated 
here, away from where the 
action will be. Although 
21.084 Rf5 22.Rf5 ef5 
23.083 Ne6 is bad, 21.Qh4 
keeps watch over the $-pawn 
and can also retreat to guard 
the king. After 21.Qh4, I had 
planned Rf3 which I think 
gives Black a good game. 


21...Rf3! 22.Rxf3 


Since the e-pawn is 
hanging, White is almost 
forced to exchange on f3 
now. On 22. Reel, Rdf8 is 
$ood for Black 


22...exf3 23.Rf1 RfS 24.Ba3? 


A very bad move which 
costs White the game. 


36...Qal+? (36...Q84+=) | 
37.Ke2 Qxh1 38.Qh4+ Ke8 | 
39.Qh8+ Ke7 40.Qxc8+ 


28...Bxc1 29.Rxc1 Qxe5 


The rest requires little | 
comment. 


30.Re1 Qd5 31.b3 Rf4 
32.Qh3 Rg8 33.Qe3 Rgg4 
34.Qa7 Re4 35.Rc1 KfS 
36.83 Re2 37.h3 Rge4 | 
38.h4 Rh2 39.Qb8+ Kg7 
40.Qc7 Ree2 41.84 Rxh4 
42.Rf1 e5 43.Qe7 Rh1 
44.Q0f6+ Kg8 45.0954 Kf8 
46.Qh6+ 


A joke to end the game 
rather sooner than later! 
John was not very amused, 
however, and just took the 
queen in an instant. 


46...Rxh6 0-1 





24...dxc4 25.bxc4 f2+! 
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This wins by force. 
White’s queen doesn’t cover 
f2 and can’t get back in time 
to help out on defense. 


26.Rxf2 Rxf2 27.Kxf2 
Of7+ 28.Kel | 


Other moves don’t save 
White either. If 28.Kg1 Qf3 is 
sudden death, on 28.Kg3 
Of3+ 29.Kh4 QOf2+ 30.Kg4 
Bf3+ 31.Kf4 Bd1+ 32.Ke4 Be2 
is mate. If 28.Ke2 Qf3+ 
29.Kd2 Qf24 30.Ke3 (on | 
30.Kd3 ed4 31.cd4 Qf3+ 
wins) Be4 and Qc2 mate fol- 
lows. 
28...Qf3 29.Bel Qh1+ 


30.Kd2 Bf3 31.Kc2 Qd1-^ 
32.Kb2 Be4 33.0-1 


White has no way to 
avert mate. 





| 36.e6? 


Rob Kichinski (2235)— 

Dave Herscovici (2132) 

| 7th Livermore Open, 1996 
Ruy Lopez, Classical 


Notes by David Herscovici 


| L.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Bc5 


4.0-0 d6 5.c3 Bd7 6.d4 Bb6 


| 4.Na3 Nge7 8.Nc4 0-0 9.a4 exd4 
| 10.exd4 


White does not win a piece here; 


| e.$. 10.a5 Nxa5 11.Rxa5 c6, or 
| 10.Bxec6 Bxce6 11.a5 Be5 12.b4 d5 


| 10...Bg4 11.Nxb6 axb6 12.Be3 d5 
| 13.e5 Nf5 14.Be2 Nh4 15.Nxh4 


Bxe2 16.Qxe2 Qxh4 17.f4 f5 
18.Qf3 Rad8 19. Bf2 Qe7 20.Rfd1 
Rd7 21.Rac1 Nd8 22.Qb3 Ne6 
23.Be3 Ra8 24.Qc2 $6 25.Qb3 

Kg 7?! 


Safer is 25...Kh8, avoiding 
trouble when the g-file opens after 
white plays $4. 
26.Rd2 Rdd8 27.Qd1 Qb4 28.b3 
b5 29.axb5 Qxb5 30.Rdc2 c6 
3J1.Rc3?! Ra2 32.$4 Rda8 33.gxf5 


| gxf5 


34.Bd2 Nxd4 35.R$34 Kh8 
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36.Bc3 is forced. Now 36...Ne24 
loses to 37. Qxe2, and White's $ame 
looks better if black tries 36...R$8 


| 37.Bc3, but I played ... 


36...Qe2 


. winning the bishop in all 
lines; e.g. 37.Rg2 Rxd2! 38.Qxd2 
Nf3+ 39.Kh1 Qxd2, or 37.Be3 Nf3+ 
38. Rxf3 Qg2#. Note that had white 
played 36.Bc3, then if 36...0e2 37. 
Oxd4 covers f2, and forces Black to 
take the draw, repeating Qxh2+ and 
Qe2-, and 36.Bc3 Ne6? 37.Qh5 Qe2 
38.Qh6 Rf8& (to defend Qf6#) 
39.Qxf8+! My opponent didn’t see 
my mate threats, and so the game 
ended 


37.Bc3 Qxh2+ 38.Kf1 Qf2st 0-1 


More Readers’ Showcase can be 
found on the next page 
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Continued from previous page 


David Pruess (1903)- 
Neil Basescu (2301) 
Arthur B. Stamer Memorial 
Mechanics Institute, June 8, 1996 
Scheveningen Sicilian 
Notes by David Pruess 


1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.d4 cd 4.Nxd4 a6 5.Be3 

In this move order, it is more com- 
mon to play Nc3 here. 
5...Qc7 6.Bd3 d6?! 

This is not an auspicious moment to 
transpose to a Schevenningen. Because 
White has not played Nc3, Black should 
have played for d5 by 6...Nf6 
7.0-0 Nf6 8.f4 Nbd7 9.Nc3?! 

White is well up on development and 
it will take Black a couple moves to 
castle, therefore he must look for an 
aggressive opportunity. Since 9.f5 e5 
doesn’t accomplish much, White’s best 
try might be $4 taking advantage of the 
Black knight not having any good re- 
treat. After 9...h5 10.85 Ng4 Black 
won't be able to castle for some time 
because of the weak pawn on h5. Nc3 
just presents a target for Black’s b5, b4 
counterplay. 
9...b5 10.5 

Trying to give the knight on c3 the 
d5-square before it gets kicked. 
10...e5 11.Nde2 b4 12.Nd5 

If Na4, the d7-Knight would cover all 
the weaknesses, and my knight would 
be cut off from the game, now however, 
I must recapture on d5 with a pawn, 
filling Black’s hole with rubble and giv- 
ing him a protected passer. Black 
should now have gotten the advantage. 
12...NxN 13.ed Nf6 14.c4 Ng4? 

After this, White regains the initia- 
tive. Snatching a pawn by 14...e4 
15.Be2 Oxc4 (Be7 16.Ba4+ Bd7 
17.Qb3! a5 18.a3! with a good position 
for White) was probably too risky, for 
example 16.Re1 Qxd5 17.QxQ NxQ 
18.Bxe4 Bb7 19.Bd4, and it looks like 
Black may be sins material. But the 
simple 14...bc e.p.! would have solved 
most of Black's problems. 
15.Bf2 


Of course, if the bishop had tried to 





ho 
bh 


evade the knight by Bd2, cl, or $5, Black 
would have won by Qb6+ and Nf2+. 
Black’s idea was to get counterplay on 
the $1—-a7 diagonal, by eliminating the 
bishop, its last defender, and while Black 
does get a few threats, with accurate 
play, White is able to neutralize Black’s 
play. Also, that knight was Black’s best 
piece, and the only one which could 
challenge a White knight at e4. 
15...Be7? 
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This just throws away a pawn. Al- 
though the pawn could not have been 
easily defended, it was worth trying. 
After 15...a5 16.a3! White will get a 
strong initiative, but Black will still be 
in the game. 
16.Qa4+ Bd7 17.Qxb4 NxB 18.RxB 0-0 
19.0d2 

This move serves many purposes and 
carries with it many tactical points as 
well. It brings the queen to its ideal, cen- 
tral post from which it watches the cen- 
ter, kingside and queenside; it removes 
the queen from attacks by Rb8 or a5; it 
prepares the b4 and c5 pawn roller 
whereby White could make good use of 
his extra pawn; it defends against Bg5 
and Be3, thereby playing towards mak- 
ing the Be7 a bad bishop. The most sig- 
nificant tactical point is that on 
19...h6?, intending to play Bg5 and Be3 
with tempo White would have 20.f6! 
Bxf6 21.RxB! gf 22.Qxh6 f5 23.Ng3 [6 
24.Nh5 Bc8 25.Q¢6+ Kh8 26.Nxf6 RxN 
27.QxR+ with a win. Actually, even if 
Black doesn't play h6, f6 is a pretty 
strong threat, and therefore, Black pre- 
vents it with his next move. 
19...Qa7 20.Nc3 

White protects the rook with his 


Continued on the next page 








by Allan Fifield 


Beware of Sudden King Death at f7! 


3 ZA BZ f 
A» 


For the black player the ‘weakest’ square be- 
fore castling is f7 as it is defended only by the 
king. If the commander of the black pieces 
does not develop his kingside pieces quickly 
and effectively, then the white player can of- 
ten sacrifice his white squared bishop on f7 
to deliver a quick and deadly checkmate. 


In the following $ame, a future world 
champion shows how to punish a careless 
Black player by a sacrifice of his white- 
squared bishop on f7. Mikhail Tal was only 
13 years old when he played this pretty min- 
iature $ame: 


Mikhail Tal (White 1949) .e4 d6 2.d4 Nd71 3Bd4 
96 4.NP3 Bg7 5.Bxf7! Kxf7 6.Ng5+ 1-0 


If 6...Ke8, then 7.Ne6 wins the queen! 
If 6...Kf8, then 7.Ne6ck wins the queen! 
If 6...Kf6, then 7.Qf3 is checkmate! 


Black can prevent such a disaster by mov- 
ing his king bishop and king knight quickly. 
Usually the Black king knight should go to f6 
and then Black should castle quickly on the 
kingside after which the his f7-square is pro- 
tected by both his rook and his king. If Black 
can castle quickly then he should be safe from 
a sneak attack on f7. 


Another idea for Black is to protect his 
f7 square by moving his pawn on d7 to d5. 
This pawn move both attacks the white bishop 
on c4 and blocks the white bishop from at- 
tacking the f7 square. If Black can play d7- 
d5 without losing a pawn then he should have 
a good game. Beginning players with the Black 
pieces should always keep one eye focused 
on f7 until their king is safely castled. 
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by Allan Fifield 


Garten (less far Rideo 


A record seventy-four happy scholastic chessplayers competed in the third annual Goshen Elementary Chess for Kids. Kids came 


from as far south as Bakersfield and as far north as 


Merced. Fifteen trophies were awarded. The tournament was directed by was 


Allan Fifield with assistance by Darren Russell and Kelton Brewer. School host for Goshen was George Webb. 


Goshen Chess For Kids 


March 15, 1997 


Goshen Elementary School 


K-6th Grade Section Results 


Place Name City Score 
Ist Jacob Bakhoum Visalia 5.0 
2nd Jacob Hicks Madera 40 
2nd Irish Edwards Goshen 4.0 
2nd Andre Adame Goshen 40 
2nd Jorge Vasquez Goshen 40 
3rd Randy Steen Porterville m 
Ist K&-3 Tomas Medina Dinuba 3.0 
7-12th Grade Section Results 
Place Name City Score 
Ist Enrico Ryan Madera 5.0 
2nd Nguyen Trung Merced 45 
3rd Susann Klenner Madera 40 
3rd Chris Esqueda Merced 40 
3rd Travis Fillmore Hanford 40 
Special School Prizes 

Place Name City Score 

Best JFK JHS Lisa Mashburn Hanford 3.0 

Best Jefferson Oscar Estrada Dinuba E s 

Best Crowley Pedro Perez Visalia 2.0 









Left: Assistant California 
Chess Journal editor 
Darren Russell working 
the floor as T.D at Goshen 
Chess for Kids. Below: 
Darren Russell resolves 
problem with 
characteristic tact. 








Continued from previous page 


queen so that he can move his king out of 
the pin and threaten f6. If White can force 
Black to play f6 before the bishop gets out, 
Black will be stuck with a very bad bishop. 
White is also bringing the knight to a domi- 
nating post at e4. Suddenly all White’s 
pieces fall on their perfect squares. If Black 
tries to get his bishop out by h6, White plays 


Ne4, and the bishop is stopped. Because 
White has now decided on a kingside at- 
tack instead of the queenside plan of mak- 
ing passed pawns, it may seem logical to 
bring the knight to e4 via g3, keeping open 
more options, however, that would allow 
20...Bh4! getting rid of the bad bishop and 
preventing the knight from ever getting to 
e4. White intends to play $3 if Black ever 
tries to harass his rook by h4, keeping the 


bishop from achieving activity. Black nev- 
ertheless should have interpolated Bh4 at 
some point to prevent a rook lift along the 
third rank. 
20...Bd8 

The bishop has to get out somehow, but 
now it won't be able to defend the king. 
21.Kh1 


Continued on page 25 
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Strathmore Chess Sth Annual San Francisco ^": 





Pr 
: P ; |! — woul 
For Kids Amateur Championship  :;7 
22.N 
January 25, 1997 March 7-9, 1997 ) Al 
Strathmore High School Mechanics Institute Chess Club 2 
r 
Blacl 
K—6th Grade Section Results pi 
Class Place Name Score Prize p 
Name City 
Chris Pascal Fresno Ppen "Ista ee ie ae ae a 
Irish Edwards Goshen 32 4 
Jacob Hicks Madera | e 
Randall Steen Porterville [oce D C ong AS AE 
A rou C Ist — Chip Bultman 35-509 he 
Jorge Vazquez Goshen | 
Si a ae | D Ist-6th James Rader 20-30 $17 f 
c d David Smith 20-30. am 
| Casey Wichert 2.0-3.0 |7 
/—1 2th Grade Section Results ner Chan 70-30 7 
Name City Martha Lopez 2.0—3.0 |7 
Christina Macias 2.0-3.0 T 
Keith Yost Madera 
Vincent Steen Porterville ! Unrated — Ist — A. Cappizano 40-10 $50 || 
Susann Klenner Madera 
Jeremy Cantrell Porterville Best Junior Julie Viscaino 25-25 $100 


Special School Prizes 76 players competed for $1132 in prizes in this five | | 


round Swiss tournament. Allegedly one player was dis- 
covered analyzing his game in progress on another board. 
This player was immediately forfeited. Mike Goodall 
was the organizer and chief tournament director. Joan 
Arbil was the assistant director. 


Place Name 
Best JFK JHS 


Best JFK JHS 
Best Strathmore HS 


City Score 


Joshua D'Amore Hanford 3.0 
Jaymond Popa Hanford 3.0 
Matt Greener Strmore 2.0 


Fifty one determined scholastic chessplayers braved flooded —Report by Mike Goodall 
highways and road detours to play in the first rated chess 


tournament ever held in Strathmore. 


The tournament was directed by was Allan Fifield who 


| Tournament organizers are 
was assisted by Darren Russell and Kelton Brewer. 


encouraged to submit reports 
for publication in the 


—Report by Allan Fifield PE qu 
California Chess Journal. 
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Continued from page 23 


Avoiding the pinning Bb6 and 
threatening you-know-what. 
21...f6 

Pretty much forced, Bb6 
would be met by 22.f6! BxR 
23.065 with mate. 
22.Ne4 Bb6 23.Rf3 Qc7 24.Raf1 

All White’s pieces are now 
optimally deployed. They con- 
trol the center, are aimed at the 
Black king and can switch to 
the queenside remarkably 
quickly. By putting the queen 


rook on fl, White threatens 
Rh3 (the f5-pawn needed de- 
fense) when Black will soon be 
killed by the White queen join- 
ing the kingside fray. Also af- 
ter Rh3, Black would lose the 
one resource he has left and 
which he now makes use of. 
24...Kf7! 

For what its worth, this was 
Black’s best chance. If the 
White rook was on h3, he could 
not play this without losing 


People’s Warm-Up Quads 
January 18,1997 


The People's Tournament WarmUp Quads on January 18th 
were held to build interest for the People's Tournament (held 
four weeks later) and to fill the void of having no CalChess 
Season Opener. 56 hungry chessplayers, eager to satisfy their 
chess appetite, showed up for the Game/| hour Quads. The 
winners of each section is given below. The Quads were di- 
rected and organized by Don and Laura Shennum. 


Section Rating Range 
QuadA . 2159-2260 
QuadB 2029-2132 
Quad C 1966-2028 
QuadD . 1700-1955 
Quad E 1679-1745 


Quad F 1500-1676 


Winner 

Vinay Bhat 

David Herscovic! 

Mike Aigner 

Andy Lee 

Damon Mosk-Aoyame 
Joel Marcus 

Andrew Handler 


Score 
3.0-0.0 
2.5—0.5 
3.0-0.0 
3.0-0.0 
2.0-1.0 
2.0-1.0 
2.0-1.0 





Quad G 
Quad H 
Quad | 
Quad | 


Quad K 
Quad L 


Oco M  Unrated-1050 
(Mike Klass, Mike Rippey, & Chris Johnson tied for 2nd at 2-1) 


tight players were combined in the bottom section to avoid 


1537-1618 
1400-1518 
| 332-1396 
1269-1325 


| 125-1269 
747-1150 


an all unrated quad. 


Starfire 

Charles Bultman 
Demetrius Goins 
Samuel Pence 
Mike Johnson and 
Liam MacDermed 
Chuck Coleman 
Gerald Paiz and 
Latreal Eagles 

Jim Pengilley 


—Report by Don Shennum 


2.0-1.0 
3.0-0.0 
3.0-0.0 
3.0-0.0 
2.0-1.0 
2.0-1.0 
2.5-0.5 
2.5-0.5 
2.5-0.5 
3.0-0.0 


another key pawn, so this was 
Black's last chance to flee from 
the kingside. The center is 
relatively hard for White to 
open up while with the cramp- 
ing f5-pawn, White had an at- 
tack which could almost play 
itself on the kingside. 
25.Rh3 Rh8 26.84 h6 27.R$3 a5? 

Black, missing White's tactic, 
thinks that he has temporarily 
prevented White's break with 
$5, and so he plays this useless 
move, hoping to somehow get 
counterplay on the queenside. 
But even if Black had seen 
White’s move, it is doubtful 
that he could have done much 
to stop White. The best defen- 
sive resource seems to be Rag8 
to cover the $7-square, but this 
locks in the other rook and 
White has promising play after 
28.b4 with the threat of 29.c5! 
de 30.d6 and 31.Be4+. 
28.85! hg 29.Nxg5+! Ke7 

Black will lose very quickly 
if he accepts the knight. After 
29...fg 30.Qxg5 White is 
threatening both Qxg7 + and f6. 
For example 30...Rag8 
31.0$6- (f6? $6! and Black will 
hold out longer) Kf8 32.f6 and 
it is clear Black cannot survive 
White’s onslaught. 
30.Ne6 BxN 31.fe 

31.Rxg7+? Bf7 
31...Rag8 32.R$6 

On the last turn, Black could 
not have played $5 on account 
of 32.Rxg5! fg 33.Qxg5+ Ke8 
34.Bg6+ Qf7 35.BxQ+ Kf8 
36.Bh5++, but now if White 
plays Qg2, Black plays g5 and 
White loses the target on %7, 
therefore White must blockade 
the pawn at £6 with the rook 
or bishop. If White blocks with 
the bishop, he wins an ex- 
change, but allows Black to get 
a little freedom and activity 
after 32.B$6 Qxc4 33.Bf7 $5 
34.BxR RxB. Rg6 gives Black 
less opportunities and at the 
same time threatens 33.Q¢2 
paralysing Black. 
32...Kd8 33.082 Be3? 


Black throws away a pawn in 
trying not to become com- 
pletely paralysed after 
33...Qe7 when Black gets into 
a position where he cannot do 
anything productive. The sim- 


plest winning plan for White 
would be a3 and b4, opening 
the a-file after which a sudden 
switch of one of his rooks to 
the a-file would be decisive. 
However Black really doesn’t 
get much counterplay out of 
the Be3-f4 maneuver. 


34.Rfxf6 Bf4 35.e7+! Ke8 


If 35...Kxe7? 36.Rxg7+ 
RxR (KxR 37.Qg6++) 37.QxR+ 
Kd8 38.QxR+ Kd7 39.Bf5+ Ke7 
40.Qg7 + Ke8 41.Rf8++ 


35...Ke8 36.Rxd6 and 
now: 


36...Qxe7 37.Bf5+ Kb8 
38.Rb6+ Ka7 39.Ra6+Kb8 
40.Rgb6+ Ke7 41.d6+ Qxd6 
42.Qb7+ Kd8 43.Ra8+ Qb8 
44. RxO++ 


36...Rxh2+ 37.QxR BxQ 
38.Re6 Bf4 39.Bf5+ Kb7 40. RxQ-^ 
KxR 41.d6+ Kb7 42.d7 +- 


36...Kb7 37.Re6 Qd7 (Qxe7 
38.d6 Qh4 39.Re7+ Kb8 
40.Qb7++) 38.Rb6+ Ka7 
39.Ra6+ Kb8 40.Rgb6+ Kce8 
41.d6 and Black has no de- 
fence against Ra8++35...Qxe7 
36.Rxd64 Ke8 (Ke8 37.Rde6) 
transposes to the Ke8 36. Rxd6 
Qxe7 line above. 

Even if White did not have 
these nice tactical resources, 
he could always just have 
played h3, showing the harm- 
lessness of Black's play. 
36.RxB! ef 37.Rx$7 RxR 38.QxR 
Qxe7 

Black couldn't save the rook 
because of the threat of 
39.Bg6+ Kd7 40.e8Q++. His 
only alternative was Rxh2+ 
39.KxR Qxe7 when I have one 
pawn less in the piece-up 
endgame, but it doesn’t affect 
the outcome of the game. 
39.QxR+ Kd7 40.Bf5+ Ke7 
41.Qc8+ Kb6 42.Qc6+ 


If Black had interpolated 
Rxh2+ earlier, White could 
now have played 42.c5+ de 
43.Qb8+ Qb7 44.Qd6+ Ka7 
45.Qxc5+ Kb8 46.d6 because 
the pawn wouldn't be pinned 
to the king. 
42...Ka7 43.Qd7+ Resigns 

With the queens coming 
off, the White king will get the 
pawn on f4 and Black will have 
nothing left to play for. 
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Email Chess versus 
Over-the-Board Play 


I used to play correspondence 
chess for a long time but I gave it 
up when too many computers 
became involved. The effort in- 
volved in correspondence chess 
wasn’t worth the cost and time. 
Now with the advent of e-mail I 
am interested again. Normally I 
don’t like to study openings but 
by being forced to look up open- 
ings when playing e-mail chess I 
learn them automatically. Even if 
I don’t always remember them, at 
least my memory is refreshed. Be- 
sides there are added benefit as 
when you play internationally you 
can meet the most interesting 
people The English language, in 
this case, is almost an interna- 
tional language. 

I have included the samples 
below of the joys of e-mail chess. 


Raymond Gauthier- 
Hans Poschmann 
CTON CUP II, E-mail 1997 
Sicilian (B87) 


1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 
4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.Bc4 e6 
1.Bb3 b5 8.0-0 Be7 9.f4 Bb7 
10.Kh1 b4 11.e5 bxc3 12.exf6 
Bxf6 


Here my opponent decides that 
he has to improve theory. His next 
move is probably better than the 
one played in my sample game 
which went 13.bxc3 O-O 14.Rb1 
Qe7 15.0$4 No6 and White later 
lost. 

13 f5 e5 14.Ba4+ Nd7 15.Ne6 
Qa5 16.b3 Ke7 17.Ba3 Bd5 
18.Nc5?! 

| expected 18.Bxd7 Kxd7 
19.Nxc5+ Ke6 20.Na4 e4. I don’t 
know if the Black king can survive 
in the open. 
18...Bxg2+! 

Perhaps the winning move! 


26 


by Hans Poschmann 


19.Kxg2 Nxc5 20.Qf3 Rad8 
21.Rad1 


Here Black has to check-out 
many possibilities: e4, Qc7, Rc8, 
Bg5, Rhe8, Nxa4. 
21..Nxa4 22.Qb7+ Ke8 
23.Qc6+ Rd7 24.Rd5 Qb6 
25.Qxa4 Qb7 26.Rfd1 Ke7 
21.Kg3 Rhd8 28.Qa5 Qc6 
29.Bb4 


Ray told me after the $ame that 
he should have tried 29. Rxd6 with 
an inferior ending but in attempt 
to provoke e4 he tried 29.Bb4. 
29...Kf8 













On the one side I am extremely 
Americophil and would like to 
spend some time over there. On 
one hand, I think the USA is quite 
a crazy nation: they claim to be a 
society of the free, but blindly fol- 
low new trends every 5 or 6 years. 
These trends are being fabricated 
by the media. At the moment the 
smokers are on the execution list 
(except in North Carolina :-)). 
Smokers are outlaws, but a lady 
smoker friend told me, when I 
mentioned to her that I don't take 
my pipe with me on trips to the 
US because of all those agitations, 
in her opinion the smokers will 
soon be declared a protected mi- 
nority. In this case they will have 
more rights than the majority, as 
you can see with all the other mi- 
norities in your country. Cigar 
smokers on the other hand count 
as an elite group ever since the 































Now my king is getting into 
safety. 
30.Rxd6? Rxd6 31.Qxd8+ Bxd8& 
32.Rxd6 Bh4+ 0-1 


Guenter Haika is a chess friend 


Comparison of the U.S. and Europe 
Observations of Guenter Haika 


anti-smoking campaign. One of the 
nicest magazines in the USA, Cigar 
Aficionado, is dedicated to cigar 
smoking, Nice contradiction, isn’t 
it? 

I also find the many court cases 
exciting. More lawyers equal more 
court cases. (I’m defending the the- 
sis that people are normal, only the 
psychologists say the aren't, because 
they want to save their jobs—ditto 
lawyers—they make people go to 
court where normally a few words 
could settle an argument.) The fact 
that in your country even 
McDonald’s can be sued because a 
particularly bright person burns his 
tongue on a cup of coffee makes 
your country the laughing stock of 
the rest of the world. 

A trend that upsets me and may 
prevent me from teaching in the US 
is that you have taken “Political Cor- 
rectness” to the extremes. As a 


Editors Note: The previous are strong words from a European chess friend and not necessarily 
the views of California Chess Journal or of Cal Chess. Reasoned replies or rebuttals will be 


considered for publication. 


who teaches at the American (yj. 
lege in Vienna, Austria. Our game | 
played under CTON (Fran 
Waltman’s organization in the ) 
Netherlands), ended in a dray 
After his return to Austria from; 
business trip to the US and whik 
our game was continuing via e 
mail, I asked him how he judged | 
the differences between the US 
and Europe. So he told me theil: í 
lowing story. The views expressed | 
in this story do not necessarilyre 
flect the opinion of this writer or 
the California Chess Journal. | 


teacher, I have the responsibility 
to teach the younger generation 
in colleges and universities how 
to think independently. To think 
independently it is mandatory 
that people will be confronted 
with more than the current popu- 
lar and prescribed truth. If I have 
to worry about how to formulate 
every sentence in a politically 
correct manner, so that I can't be 
negatively affected (and perhaps 
sued) then my right to free speech 
goes out the window and with it 
critical knowledge. I debated PC 
heatedly with a colleague from 
Connecticut. The debate ended 
when she said it would be good 
for the Europeans (especially the 
Germans and Austrians ) if PC 
soon appeared there too. I an- 
swered that if PC in the Amer: 
can form came to Europe, I would 
emigrate to the US, because at 
that time it would most likely be 
dead here.” 


Above all: I love your land, de 
spite the sometimes questionable, 
sometimes kind extremes. 


- 
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can Col reviewed by Val Zemitis 
ur game, | 

(Fran if you are interested in improving your technique of positional play, my ad- 
1 in the ) vice to you is to acquire the book Grandmaster from Oregon: The Life and 
a drav, Games of Arthur Dake. 
a The book was written by Casey Bush and published by Portland Chess 
ng Via e Press in 1991. The book has 50 games selected personally by Arthur Dake 
e judge | for the inclusion in this excellent monograph depicting his life’s story and his 
| the ls extraofdinary, yet all too brief, chess career. The game scores are rendered 
le the). | in descriptive notation and all 62 diagrams are well selected. Last but not 
xpresej | least, the book has 32 rare photographs, and all this is covered in only 130 
sarily re pages. 
writer or | I would be remiss in not saying a few words about Arthur Dake and his 
arnal. remarkable chess career. Dake was born on April 8, 1910, in Portland, Or- 
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Grandmaster from Oregon: The Life and Games of Arthur Dake by 
Casey Bush (Portland, Oregon: Portland Chess Press, 1991), $20. 


egon, where he still resides. He learned chess at seventeen. Later, when dwell- 


ingin New York, Dake surprised 
many by winning the strong 
Marshall Chess Club champion- 
ship in 1930-31. In 1931 he 
won the Antwerp tournament 
and in 1932 he was 3rd in the 
Pan-American tournament at 
Pasadena where he won a bril- 
liant game against the World 
Champion Alekhine. Dake was 
successful in several interna- 
tional tournaments (Syracuse 
1934: 3rd/4th and Mexico City 
1935; 1st/3rd). In a 1935 match 
with Herman Steiner played in 
Los Angeles, Arthur Dake 
scored 4-1/2 against Steiner’s 2- 
1/2. 


Dake played on three win- 
ning US teams in the Olympi- 
ads: 1931, 1933, and 1935. His 
15.5-2.5 score (86.1 percent) 
was the best individual result in 
the 1935 Olympics in Warsaw. 
After these successes his partici- 
pation in international tourna- 
ments was scarce because Dake 
sadly realized that there was 
simply no adequate compensa- 
tion for being a professional 
chess master. He did play in the 
US-USSR match in 1946 where 
he drew both games with grand- 


master Lilienthal. 


I met Arthur Dake briefly 
in 1951 at his beautiful home 
overlooking the Columbia river 
and again in June 1995. In 1951 
his main purpose in life was to 
support his family, and he was 
not enthusiastic about discuss- 
ing his exceptional but brief, 
chess career. For him past chess 
triumph was only a beautiful 
memory. In 1995, Arthur Dake 
was enthusiastic about chess 
and explained in great detail his 
chess escapades. Through 
Casey Bush’s efforts the chess 
world can share his life and 
achievements on the chess 
board. As IM John Donaldson, 
the editor of Inside Chess, 
stated: “Put down your Infor- 
mants and opening mono- 
graphs and pick up some chess 
culture!” 


Of all the grandmasters the 
style of Arthur Dake is best 
suited for imitating because it 
is lucid and understandable. 
Consequently, if you want to 
improve your positional play, I 
recommend Grandmaster from 
Oregon.. 





GM Arthur Dake at home in Oregon 
with his favorite book. 


Game #14 from the book: 


Reuben Fine-Arthur Dake 
Mexico City, 1935 
English Opening 
1.c4 e8 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Nc3 Nf6 
4.e4 Bb4 5.d3 d6 6.Be2 0-0 
7.0-0 Bxc3 8.bxc3 9. Nel Ne8 
10.Nc2 f5 11. exf5 Bxf5 12.Ne3 
Be6 13.d4 Bf7 14.Ba3 Nf6 
15.Rel RfeS 16. Bf3 Qd7 
17.Qd2 Bh5 18.dxe5 Rxe5 
19.Bxh5 Rxh5 20.f4 Rf8 
21.Nd5 Qf7 22.Rad1 Nxd5 
23.exd5 Na5 24.Qd4 


Better was 24.Bel 


24...Qxf4 25.Qxf4 Rxf4 
26.Re7 Nc4 
f, PR 2 
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27.Rxc7 


If 27. Bel Rf7 28.Re8ch Rf8 
29.R87 Re8 and Black should 
win. 


27...Nxa3 


White is reported to have 
been under time pressure 


28.Rxb7 Ne4 29.Rxa7 Ne3 
30.Rb1 Rxd5 31.a4 Rdlch 
32.Rxd1 Nxd1 33.a5 Nxc3 
34.83 Rf7 35.Ra6 Rd7 36.Rb6 
Nd7 37.RbSch Kf7 0-1 

This exceptional book is 
available for $20.00 postpaid 
with postage and handling in- 
cluded. Please make a check or 
money order to GM Arthur W. 
Dake and mail it to 7404 SE 
18th Street, Portland, OR 
97202. 


GM Dake will even dedi- 
cate his book to you, sign it and 
date it. Of course you may also 
order the book without GM 
Dake's dedication from Chess 
Digest in Dallas, Texas. 
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Starting Young 


by GM Larry Evans 


An ancient pastime is the newest entry in the classroom. 
A recent study found that children 8 to 14 raised their 
reading scores as much as 20% as a result of playing chess. 


At what age may a child safely be exposed to the won- 
ders of chess? As soon as the child can be replied upon 
not to swallow the pieces! Chess is no longer perceived as 
a hobby for greybeards and eggheads; over half the 85,000 
members of the U.S. Chess Federation are now in their 
teens. “Kids enjoy playing chess so much, they don’t even 
realize they are also learning,” notes the tax-exempt 
American Chess Foundation, which sends masters to in- 
ner-city schools. 


On a recent visit to New York, world champ Gary 
Kasparov ventured into Harlem where most students are 
black, Hispanic or Asian. He played the Dark Knights chess 
team at Mott Hall intermediate school 223. When asked 
what pieces he favored, Kasparov said: “I favor none. Any 
piece can be important at a certain time. You weaken your- 
self when you favor any piece. You must learn how to use 
them all. There should be no prejudices in life.” 


For the last ten years Mott Hall led 620 area public 
schools in math and reading scores. Chess fits in with the 
philosophy of principal Mirian Acosta-Sing, who discour- 
ages kids from using bad backgrounds or harsh environ- 
ments as excuses for their poor performance in school. 
“Chess makes you pay attention,” she says. “Children learn 
that there are consequences for every action. This game 
can correctly influence how they do many other things.” 








Pilot programs are sprouting all over the country. 


Reno, Nevada, Irene Darnell, a great grandmother, landed | 
a grant from the Bureau of Alcohol and Drug Abuse ty | 
teach chess to 2,000 kids in a dozen schools. “Our motto | 


is push pawns, not drugs,” she says. "We're booked solii 
through the next two years.” 


Her star pupil Philip Wang, 13, came from China whey | 
he was 5 and learned chess at 8. He spends about an hoy | 


a day working on his game and also plays a lot of soccer 
“The main reason I was allowed to skip two grades was 
the abilities chess has taught me,” he says. Recently he 
was awarded the annual Laura Aspis Trophy plus $150) 


~- 


as the best player in his age bracket. At the 14th Western 
States Open in Reno, Philip (rated 2110) was runner-w | 


in the second section with the same score as grandmas. 


m 


ters Walter Browne and Alex Ivanov who tied at the top | 


with 5-1 in a field of 382 players. 


Philip Coberg-Philip Wang 
1996 Western States Open, Reno NV 
Bird’s Opening 

1 f4 d5 2 Nf3 $6 3 83 B87 4 Bg2 Nf6é 5 d3 0-0 6 0-0 c51 
c3 Ne6 8 h3 Qd6 9 Qel1 d4 10 Qf2 Nd5 11 Bd2 Be61) 
Ng5 Rac8 13 Ne4 Qc7 14 Nxc5 Qb6 15 Nb3? Ne3 16 
Bxe3 dxe3 17 Qel a5 18 Na3 a4 19 Nd4 Bxd4 20 exd4 
Nxd4 21 b3 axb3 22 axb3 Qxb3 23 Kh2 Ra8 24 Ne 
Bxe4 25 Rb1 Qa2 26 dxe4 Oxc4 27 Rxb7 Ra2 28 Rdi 
Nxe2 29 Rxe7 Qc2 30 Qb1 Nxg3 31 Kxg3 Oxg2 32 Kh4 
e2 33 Rg1 Qf2 White Resigns 


Evans On Chess. © Chesstours. All rights reserved. 
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Solutions 


To Test Your Tactics (see facing page) 


1.Qa5+ Kxa5 (1...Kb7 2.Qb6#) 
2.Ra4+ bxa4 3.b4# 
8.Nd4+ Ke5 9.f4# 


2 
1.Qf5+ any 2.Nf6+ Kf4 3.Ne6# 5 | 
].Re84 R$8 2.N5f6 Rxe8 3.Ne5 | 
3 | Ra? 4.Nó68 
l.Bd5« Bxd5 2.Ne5« Qxe5 
3.Re5+ Bxe5 4.Ng5+ hxg5 5.£3# | Š 
4 1.Nd7+ Ka8 2.Qf4 Bxf4 


| (2...Qh2+ 3.Rxh2 Bzf4 4.Ra2#) 
1.Nd4+ Kd6 2.Nb5+ Ke6 | 





3.Ral+ Qa2 4.Rxa2# 


3.Nc7« Kd6 4.Ne8« Ke6 5.Re5+ | 
Kxe5 6.No64 Ke6 7.Bf54 Kxf5 | 


3.N5b3#) 2.Nb2+ Kxb2 3.Nd3# 


7 
1.Rb4+ Qxb4 2.Qxc2 (with the | 10 
| idea of 3.Ne64) Qb6 3.Qb2 c5 1.Nal Kxal 2.Ke2 c3 3.Kel ¢? 
4. Nc6# | 4.Bb2# 
8 11 


1.Qe6+ QOxe6 2.Nd7 QOxd7 
| 3.Rb8+ Kxb8 4.cxd7 el=Q 
5.d8=Q# 


3.Nxb6# 


12 
| 1.Nd5 Ng6 (1...g3 2.Bxg3 Ng 





1.Be6 b1Q+ (1...Kb1 2.Nd2+ Kel | Nxf4 3.Bf3 gxf3 4.844 
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| 1.Qxb6 axb6 2.Nc6+ Kad | 


9 3.Nf4+ Nxf4 4.Bf3#) 2.Nf4+ | 
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Test Your “/acties 


The study of composed problems can be an excellent way to improve your tactical eye. Before his over the board 
career began in the 1840s, Adolph Anderssen was well know as a composer of sparkling problems. The following 
compositions are from T he Games of Adolph Anderssen by FM Ron Burnett and are presented courtesy of the pub- 
lisher Pickard and Sons of Dallas, Texas. 


In each position White is on the move. Solutions are found on the facing page. 
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EDITOR’S 


REPORT 






Continued from page 2 


Alan Kirshner has contributed an important article entitled 
A League All His Own. In his article, Alan discusses how Steve 
Cohen founded the United Peninsula Scholastic Chess League 
in the San Mateo area. Mr. Cohen has introduced slightly differ- 
ent tournament rules tailored to scholastic chess. As a scholas- 
tic director and coach myself, I have long felt that the current 
USCF adult rules are a poor fit for kids-only trophy tournaments. 
Several of Mr. Cohen’s innovative rules such as ‘touch-square’ 
and ‘counting’ 50 moves verbally should be considered as part 
of a new USCF scholastic-only rules set. 


Careful readers of this magazine will notice a new name 
listed as Assistant Editor. Darren Russell of Tulare has agreed to 
assist with the writing and editing of this magazine. Darren is a 
tactical whiz ‘A’ player and the father of five young children. 
Any improvements to the magazine are surely due to Darren’s 
efforts while any and all errors remain my responsibility. 


Our cover photo of the Weible B team was taken by Alan 
Kirshner. In the last issue, I neglected to credit Dennis Wajckus 
for his cover picture of Walter Browne and Viktors Pupols. And a 





Tournament Organizers 





special thanks to Al Pefia for his portrait of GM Browne Which 
graced page 3 of our last issue. 


Our readers have been generous with their submissions ol 
articles, pictures, and games. For the next issue, I have a tenta. | 
tive submission deadline of June 15th with a goal of mailing th | 
magazine by mid-July. Third class mailing has proven to þe; 
disaster and will be changed in the near future. I was one of th, 
champions of third class mailing as a cost saving measure, Wrong 
Wrong, Wrong! Please bear with us for one or two more ISsues 
until we can get the necessary permits for second class posti 
service. 


The CCJ copy submission policy remains ‘author friendly / 
While our preference is for electronic submission, we wil] als 
accept typewritten or neat handwritten copy. Electronic submis 
sion allows you to include game scores, chess diagrams, and dij. 
tized photos. In general, tournaments submitted in an electron; 
format will be allotted more space. Our preference is any Microso} ' 
Word compatible files created in Windows, DOS, or Mac. Diagrams i 
should be created using the Linares font by Alpine Electroni 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions on howty 
submit material to California Chess Journal. 


Allan Fifield 
PO Box 27 f 
Visalia, CA 93279-0027 : 
Days: 209°651-3300 #371 | 
Nights: 209°734-2784 | 
FAX: 209°651-0739 
CompuServe: 102033,3421 
AOL: JOSTENSVIS Y 
Internet: FIFIELA@JOSTENS.COM | 


94309. 415¢497-0589 


RT = Robert Tanner, PO. Box 75) 
adriankc@leland.stanford.edu 


Ceres 95307. 209 575-394) 


EA = Ed Auerbach, 2421 Franklin Ave., 
Stockton, 95204. 209*957-7575 

KB = Kelton Brewer, 1100 Daulton 
Ave., Madera, 93638. 2099673- 
1026 

KC — Kevin Cripe 209 869-3646 

JD = Jo Djordjevic, Theatre Cafe, 1655 
Main St., Walnut Creek 94596. 
5109935-7779 

PD = Peter Dahl, 75 Inverness Dr., San 
Francisco 94132. 415 566-4069 

TD = Tom Dorsch, P.O. Box 3294, Hay- 
ward 94540-3294. 510¢481-5351 

JE = John Easterling, 4617 Cutting 
Blvd., Richmond 94804. 
510°529-0910 

JE2 = James Eade, 2865 Jackson St. #1, 
San Francisco 94115. 415e922- 
3473 

AF = Allan Fifield, BO. Box 27, Visalia 
93279-0027. 209 734-2784 

RF = Ray Freeman 

BG = Bill Goichberg, P.O. Box 249, 
Salisbury Mills, NY 12577. 
914e496-9658 


MG = Mike Goodall, 461 Peachstone 
Terr, San Rafael 94903. 
415*491-1269 

MG2 - Michael Ghormley, 5120 Alcott 
Dr., Sacramento 95820. 916e 388- 
1601 

BH = Bill Haines, 318 Capitl St., Vallejo 
94590. 707 «643-8012 

DH = Dan Holbrook, 1220 Elliot #42, 
Paradise 95969. 916¢877-3911 

JH = Jim Hurt, 31 Cactus Court, Para- 
chute CO 81636. 970 285-7041. 

PH = Pat Howlett, 4677 Old Ironsides 
Dr., #210, Santa Clara 95054. 
408 988-5008 

TI = Todd Imada, UCB: ASUC/SU- 
PERB, Berkeley 94720. 
5109642-7477 

BJ = Brian Jew, 909 Greenwich St., San 
Francisco 94133. 415 923-3776 

AK = Alan Kirshner, 66 Indian Hill 
Plaza, Fremont 94539. $10¢657- 
1586 hegemon@hooked.net 

AK2 = Adrian Keatinge-Clay, PO. 

Box 10649, Stanford University 


DK = Dmitry Karshtedt, 1449 48 Ave., 
Apt #2, S.E 94122. 415e566-8138 

RK - Richard Koepcke, 2047 
Monticello Ave #30, Mountain 
View, 94043. 415¢964-2640 

SK = Stuart Katz, 1030 G St., Sacra- 
mento 95814. 916 444-3133 

GL = Gerald Lim, P.O. Box 4367, Davis 
95617. 916¢758-9007 

BN = Bill North, 116 Magneson Terrace, 
Los Gatos 95032. 408¢356-7935 

RO = Ray Orwig, 2030 Roosevelt Ave., 
Richmond 94801. 510¢237-7956 

CP = Charles Pigg, 429 Vista Ct., 
Livermore 94550. 510°447-5067 

JP = Jimmy Plumb, 1878 W. 11 St. 
#144, Tracy 95376. 209¢823- 
0511, hereshope9@nreach.com 

DS = Don Shennum, 14 Whitmore 
Place, #8, Oakland 94611. 
510°428-0327 
NECADon@ aol.com 

SS = Steve Smallwood, 1028 Cassia 
Way, Sunnyvale 94086. 408-247- 
8510 

SS2 = Steve Seegmiller, 1 ¢800-531-5554 


DW = Dennis Wajckus, 736 N FarrisAr, 


Fresno 93727. 209¢243-8710 


JW = Jerome Weikel, 6578 Valley Woot 


Dr., Reno NV 89523. 702¢74/- 
1405 | 


SW = Scott Wilson, 380 Esplanade At 


#109, Pacifica 94044. 415035: 


9402 | 


CW = Carolyn Withgitt, PO. Box 6 


Hayward 94540-6305. 510«48l- ' 
8580 


RY = Raphael Yelluas, 10230 N. Fot- 


hill Bld., #E19, Cupertino 95014 
408e 777-9202 | 


Tournament Clearinghouse: 
Don Wolitzer, 2130 Mercury Rd, 
Livermore, CA 94550. 5109455- 

4119. dwolitzer@aol.com 


Send tournament reports € 
annotated games to: 


Allan Fifield, PO Box 27, 
Visalia, 93279-0027 
Fax: 209 651-0739 

Fifiela@Jostens.com or 
jostensvis@ aol.com 
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Club Directory 


Places to play chess in Northern California and Northern Nevada 


Berkeley 

Fridays, 7:15 p.m. 

Berkeley City Club 

2315 Durant 

A. Glasscoe 510*652-5324 


Burlingame 

Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. 
Burlingame Lions Hall 

990 Burlingame Ave 

Scott Wilson 415*355-9402 


Campbell 

Kolty Chess Club 
Thursdays 7-11:30 p.m. 
Campbell Comm Ctr 
Winchester/W.Campbell 
F Leffingwell 408*224-0743 


Carmel 
Call for current information 
Randall Swanson 408*626-61 13 


Carmicbael 

Monday 6-10 p.m. 

Senior Citizens Ctr. 

4701 Gibbons 

Robt Pounds 916*961-8108 


Chico 

Thursday 7-11 p.m. 

Mtn Mike’s Pizza 

1722 Mangrove Ave 

Barry Nelson 916*873-3107 


Davis 

Thursday 7 p.m. 

Hunt Hall UCD, Room 241 
Dave Johnson 916*756-2752 


Fremont 

Fridays 7:00-on 

Sugu’s Coffee 

3602 Thornton Ave, Fremont 
Hans Poschmann 510*656-8505 
Alan Kirshner 510°657-1586 


Fresno 

Mondays 6-11 p.m. 

Carls Jr, 

3820 N. Cedar Ave. 
D.Wajckus 209*252-4484 


Hayward 

Mondays 7-9 p.m. 

Hayward Library 

Mission at C St 

Kerry Lawless 510°785-9352 


Humboldt County 
Call for current information 
Bob Phillips 707*839-4674 


Livermore 

Fridays 7-12 p.m. 

South Cafeteria 

Lawrence Livermore Lab 
Charles Pigg 510°447-5067 


Merced 

Merced Chess Club 

Friday 6:30 p.m. 

Merced Mall Food Court 
Dave Humpal 209*722-0764 


Madera 

Thursdays 7:00 p.m. 

Carls Jr. 

Madern Ave. & Hwy 99 
Kelton Brewer 209*673-1026 


Monterey 

Open daily except Mon. 
430 Alvarado St. 
Yudacufski 408*646-8730 


Palo Alto 

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. 

Mitchell Park Center 

Richard Koepcke 415*964-2640 


Paradise 

Tuesday 7-10 p.m. 
Paradise Senior Center 
Barry Nelson 916*873-3107 


Porterville 
Wednesday 7 p.m. 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Corner of Henderson & 
Indiana 

Hans Borm 209*784-3820 


Reno, NV 

Sun- Thurs 6:30 p.m. 

2850 Wrondel Way, Suite D 
Club: 702*827-3867 

Jerry Weikel 702°747-1405 


Richmond 

Fridays 6 p.m. 

Richmond Library 

26th & MacDonald 

John Easterling 510°529-0910 


Ross Valley (Marin 
County) 

For current info, write: 

PO. Box 69 

Ross, CA 94957 


Sacramento 


Wednesdays 6:30-10:30 p.m. 


Senior Citizens Ctr 
915-27th St. 
Stuart Katz 916*444-31 33 


CSU Sacramento 
Student Union Bldg. 


San Anselmo 
Tuesday 7 p.m. 

Round Table Pizza, 

Red Hill Shoppin Ctr 
Sir Francis Drake Blvd 
Jim Mickle 415°457-2719 


San Francisco 
Mechanics’ Institute 
Open daily 

57 Post St, 4th Floor 
Jim Eade 415*°421-2258 


San Jose 

Tue & Fri, Noon-4 p.m. 
Willows Senior Center 
2175 Lincoln Avenue 

Jerry Marshall 408*267-1574 


Santa Clara 

2d Sat. each month 
2:15-6:15 p.m. 

Mary Gomez Park 

F Sierra 408*:241-1447 


Santa Rosa 

Tuesdays 6-10:45 p.m. 
Sonoma Coffee Company 
521 Áth Street 

Keith Halonen 707*578-6125 


Stanford 

Monday 7:30-10:30 p.m. 
Student Union, Rm 550-550D 
Andrian Keatinge-Clay 
415*497-0598 


Sunnyvale 

LERA 

Tuesdays, 8 p.m. 

Lockheed Rec Ctr, Bldg #160 
Ken Stone 408*629-5530 


Tulare 

Thursday, 6:30 p.m. 

A&W Root Beer 

133 North ‘J’ Street 

Ward Forman 209*688-6386 


Vallejo 

Fridays 7:30 p.m. 

Senior Citizens Ctr 

333 Amador St 

Frank Harris 707*644-3004 


Visalia 

Wednesday 7 p.m. 

Carl’s Jr- Von's Ctr 

Hwy 198 & Chinowth 
Allan Fifield 209°734-2784 


Walnut Creek 

Tuesdays 7:30 p.m. 

Civic Park/Broadway at Civic 
C. Lehman 510*946-1545 


Yuba-Sutter 

Mon & Wed 7-11 p.m. 

Carls Jr 

Bridge St & Hwy 99,Yuba City 
Tom Giertych 916*671-1715 


Deadline for the 


next CalChess is 
June 15th 
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The CalChess Calendar of Events 


(* denotes CalChess discount) Last update 3-18-97 i i 
; 
1997 
| i 
ADE, OS cc tb (Sa oe es Berkeley HS Octos/Scholastic Quads ...................................... (RF) 
ADESSO d sator [Sg eer e Dinaba Chess Tor RIUS enaa KORR. (AF) 
ADE LD uch cance: (Sd eme oes cs Fresno BDrins Cd o ss aod EL dedu ecqo Rana T3 VESTRE REREE (DW) | 
Apr. 19-20 ........- (Sa-Su) nana Jomor Open (San Lr ranRIS CO Saeaon aaea iaai *(MG) 7 
MIS us Ee cs Hanford Chess Tor Kids .........0...0¢sesrsseacoseyncasssrensssansessaensensanat (AP) z 
May 3-A o (Sa-Su) ............ Livcnmu One e robot PU USO dissi e EAE. casta *(CP)7 
May 3-4 ............. (Sa-Su) ............ Paradise USD ce i a ta in aos SM (DHJ -- 
May 17-18.......... (Sa-Su) ..:....... 17th San Joaquin Championship (Fresno) ........................... *(DW) 
May 17-18 ......... (Sa SG) a California Grade Level Scholastic ....................................... « (S82) 
May 24-26 ......... (SaM) ses EERE, Gis RATE VIS) ia ccs teats a EA 2... (JH 


NIB VS VAR RSE Ee Gece ca vias Visage pim Penta 2o ors aui a Ara TAAN $e 


Jun. 13-15... (F-BSu) eee Stamer (San Francisco) E dtu iot co E 
Jnd da ex Ce) NT Made senss ater... ascot soot ee kes ee Lo 
JUD S I cec [OU utes anata Walnut Creek Quads ............... o nd a cree 


Jun. 28-29 ......... (Sa-Su) ............ Class Struggle (Berkeley) ‘ 1 
Jul.:19-204.. s. (Sa-Su) ............ Watertront Opens (Oakland). iiie xor niches à e ; 
Aug. 30-Sep.1 ... (Sa-M).............. Labor Day (e pu MEER iso co E j 
Moy 1-0 (RMI a CAPPS NOA PTA DESCO R arana aA E E A S ed x 


Annual Events 


2nd weekend June (F-Su) Stamer (MG) F ; i 


MLK weekend (3rd weekend Jan.) (TD) 3rd weekend June (F-Su) Far West Open (Reno) {JW ) j 
Presidents’ Day Weekend People’s (Berkeley) (DS) Labor Day weekend (1st weekend Sept.) (TD) f 


lst weekend March (F-Su) SF Amateur (MG) Last weekend Oct. (F-Su) Western Open, (Reno) (JW). ) l 
State Scholastic Championship (last weekend March) 2nd weekend Nov. (F-Sú) Capps (MG) 5 


ERA Mamari 
- ial Day (JH) LERA Thanksgiving (JH) 
See page 30 for the key to the tournament organisers (listed here by their initials LF 
ees] p p- a 


$ 
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EDITOR’S 


REPORT 


Welcome to our special scholastic issue! Hard working 
Alan Kirshner reports on two state scholastic championships 
and the Tournament of Queens. Alan also supplied our cove 
photograph of Jocelyn Lee in royal regalia. Elizabeth Shaugnessy 


brings us up to date on the remarkable success of both the Ber. | 


keley High chess team and The Berkeley Chess School. Tough 
talented chess kids are everywhere in the chess scene these days 
and they are the future of Cal Chess and the USCF as all of i 
Fischer-Boomers grow older. 


Is a good economy bad for chess? The booming Bay area 
economy has driven the price of meeting rooms at the better 
hotels sky-high and priced some of our chess organizers out of 
the room market. Many of the affordable hotel meeting rooms 
are problematic either due to location, age, or cleanliness. It isa 
dreadful thought that the only major adult tournaments may 
become the dreaded “Goichberg style’ events in awkwardly lo. 
cated Holiday Inns. Perhaps with a little ingenuity, the problem 
is solvable. Jim Hurt has been able to use the LERA site for many 
years and that offers us a clue for tournament sites other than 
the traditional hotels. Bay area organizers should check with 
private schools, union halls, junior colleges and recreation de- 
partments in an effort to locate affordable playing space. 


As a part of our continuing series The Crisis In The USCF, 
Wayne Praeder argues the merits of One Man One Vote in USCF 
elections. Larry Evans adds a second vote for OMOV in his regu- 
lar column while your editor discusses the ugly prospect of 90 


Continued on page 30 


Deadline for submissions for the next issue is Sep. 30th. 
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Not the Weaker Sex 


Tournament of Queens 


“Why not a Tournament 


of Kings?” one of my Weibel Elemen- 
tary School wise guys yelled when I 
began describing the Tournament of 
Queens. He continued arguing that in 
our club (Weibel Elementary School) 
many of the girls outplayed the boys. 
He reminded me that last year Jocelyn 
Lee (now at Hopkins Junior High 
School) outplayed all our boys. I saw 
fleeting images of Judit Polgar’s father 
Laszlo starring at me from the fifth 
érader's face. 


[continued my rationale for sup- 
porting an all girls tournament stat- 
ing that only one percent of the 80,000 
members of the United States Chess 
Federation were women. I spoke of 
how few girls joined chess teams, ours 
being an exception, and how they quit 
earlier than the boys. I went on to 
explain how a tournament of this na- 
ture, matching the visiting Washing- 
ton State girls against our Bay Area 
young women, was designed to inspire 
greater female participation. I could 
still see the skepticism on my young 
challenger’s face. I am not even sure I 
convinced myself. 


When Elizabeth Shaugnessy, Di- 
rector of the Berkeley Chess School, 
originally called me to ask if I had 
some girls who would participate, I felt 
it was worth a try. Last year ten Bay 
Area girls matched talents against 
some young women from Australia. 
But, this tournament occurred over 
the telephone lines. The Washington 
girls were visiting the Bay Area with 


by Alan M. Kirshner 





Nelson Hanton hands a rose to a delighted mother. A middle school 
math and science teacher, Hanton brought players from his Tacoma, 
Washington school using a grant from the Intel Corporation. 


the help of a grant Nelson Hanton re- 
ceived from the Intel Corporation. I 
had met Nelson at a number of Scho- 
lastic Nationals. This Middle School 
math and science teacher always im- 
pressed me with the number and the 
fine quality of the players he brought 
with him from his school in Tacoma, 
Washington. I was unaware of his dedi- 
cation to woman’s chess. 


While Elizabeth Shaugnessy, 
former Irish woman’s champion, was 
the logical person to do the organiz- 
ing, she was in Ireland attempting to 
make the Irish Women’s Chess Olym- 
pic Team. The task of hosting the 
Washington girls on Saturday, May 11, 
1997, fell to Mark Brown, a Berkeley 


Chess School instructor. I received a 
call from him on Friday night asking 
me to bring my computer. When I ar- 
rived I found that I was needed to run 
the SwisSys pairing program. 5o 
rather than just take pictures and help 
my girls, I worked the tournament. 
Mark’s attempt to obtain a matching 
number of California girls fell short. 
Only 17 California girls showed to 
challenge the 22 young women from 
Washington. 


As the tournament progressed at 
the International House on the Uni- 
versity of California, Berkeley, cam- 
pus, I wished I had brought along a 
CD of the Beach Boys’ hit “California 


Continued on the next page 
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Maybe in the near future, 
due to Nelson’s outstanding 
work on behalf of girls in 
chess, we will need to hold a 
Tournament of Kings to keep 
the boys from fleeing as the 


girls dominate the sport. 


Girls" to inspire our team. The Wash- 
in$ton girls proved far superior. They 
won the match 38.5 to 27.5. We played 
four 30-minute sudden death rounds. 
Since Washington had five extra play- 
ers, they received five full point byes 
each round. In the last round we 
paired all the Washington players to 
prevent their top boards from also 
getting byes. The California girls sa- 
vored some pride with their victories 
on the top boards. To create a fairer 
fourth round, and to give some Wash- 
ington girls an opportunity to obtain 
a top trophy, we allowed the best play- 
ers from each team to face off, ignor- 
ing the score groups. Washington had 
already won the match. 

A tie ensued for first place: 


A Queen Mate 


at the 
Tournament of Queens 


Jocelyn Lee (1419)- 
Joelle Hanton (900) 
Tournament of Queens, 1997 


1. e4 e5 
. d4 ed 
CO 
„e5 





California’s Jocelyn Lee (1419), 
Valerie Beltran (1279), Martha Lopez 
(996) and Washington’s Mariana 
Dearmas (unrated). The three Califor- 
nia girls are on their respective age 
group Top 50 Girls list the Chess Fed- 
eration recently created. Valerie is 
44th on the Under 16 table. Jocelyn 
is Sth and ten year old Martha is 48th 
on the Under 13 list. 

Nelson thought it would be fairer 
to have a Blitz playoff for the champi- 
onship, especially since he wanted to 
crown the winner with a tiara. Mark 
and Nelson agreed to follow the Wash- 
ington rules for Blitz: clock move and 
if an illegal move is made the oppo- 
nent has two minutes added to her 
clock. Since each girl was to play white 
and black, this meant six rounds. 
Jocelyn Lee became the Queen of the 
Tournament of Queens with 4-1/2 to 
Martha’s 3 points. Valerie became sec- 
ond runner-up with 2-1/2 points and 
Mariana received the fourth place tro- 
phy as third runner-up. Both Valerie 
and Martha are from Modesto and are 


Read All About It! 
Check out the CalChess Web Site at its New Address: 


http://www. hooked.net/~hegemon/norcal. html 
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With three victories, the youngest 
competitor was six-year-old 

Sharon Tseung. All Tournament of 

Queens photos by Alan Kirshner 


students of Kevin Cripe. 

Nelson had provided ten troplia 
and medals for each participant. ll 
also distributed Tournament of Queen 
T-shirts. Yet, the nicest touch wa 
when he handed out roses to all the 
Mom’s as the next day was Mother 
Day. He even allowed a few of us work 
ers to take roses home to our wives] 
needed to as I had told my wife I wouli 
only be a few hours not realizing tha 
I would be there all day pairing th 
tournament. Next year, Nelson is it | 
viting girls from seven states to com 
pete in a Western Regional Tourn: 
ment of Queens. 

Maybe in the near future, duet 
Nelson’s outstanding work on behal 
of girls in chess, we will need to holi | 
a Tournament of Kings to keep the 
boys from fleeing as the girls domi 
nate the sport. 
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31st Annual LERA 
emorial Day 
Class 
ampionsbips 





By Jim Hurt and Allan Fifield 


142 players competed for $4,000 in prizes 
inthis tough, six-round Swiss tournament. 
One of the pluses of the class format is 
that most games are competitive matches 
and there are very few ‘give-me’ games. 
Not a single player scored a perfect 6-0! 
The end of three days of class trench war- 
fare found 31 players in the money with 
an additional four brilliancy prizes being 
awarded. 

The strength of the Open section can 
be gauged by the average rating of 2436 of 
the top four finishers. Mere masters were 
swimming in shark-infested waters. 
Vladimir Mezentsev (2513) and Thomas 
Wolski (2439) tied for first with 4.5 out of 
6points. Viadimir is a quiet and pleasant 
newcomer to the Bay area. Vladimir's 
original home town was Novosibirsk on the 
Trans-Siberian railroad. Thomas Wolski is 
moving south to the L.A. basin but prom- 
ises to return north for many of the major 
tournaments. Thomas has been a major 
asset to the Bay area chess scene and will 
be missed. 

Although the prize fund was originally 







































Photos, from top right: (1) Cool and calm Thomas 
Wolski was LERA open co-champion. (2) John 
Barnard back in action and scoring well in the expert 
section. (3) The 'Brain Trust' of LERA with organizer 
Jim Hurt sitting (L) as TD Ted Yudacufski rises to make 
a point. (4) Newcomer Vladimir Mezentsev shared 
first place in the open section. (5) Last round action 
as chessplayers fill the cafeteria at LERA. 


based on 160 players, the LERA Chess 
Club paid the full prize fund. This was 
made by another worthy cause donation 
by Jim Hurt. 

Jim Hurt has been exceptionally gen- 
erous of his time and money in support- 
ing Northern California chess. Jim is re- 
tired and no longer lives in California. 
Many LERA players will be surprised to 
discover that Jim ‘commutes’ from Para- 
chute, Colorado to organize Bay area tour- 
naments. The next LERA tournament will 
be the 33rd Sunnyvale Class Champion- 
ships on August 16th-17th with $4000 in 
prizes based on 160 entries. Please mark 
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Continued on the next page 
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31st Annual LERA 


Continued from previous page 


these dates on your calendar 
and let’s all give Jim a strong 
turnout that will let him know 
that the NorCal chess commu- 
nity appreciates his efforts! 


In addition to his cash do- 
nation and organizing efforts, 


Jim Hurt was also the chief 


tournament director. He was 
ably assisted by Ted Yudacufski 
and by Robert Massey who pro- 
vided additional computer as- 
sistance for the “Pairing Pro” 
program. 


Richard Shorman under- 
took the difficult task of judg- 
ing the brilliancy prize games. 
The winners were awarded $25 
for each of the following four 
brilliant games: 


Lera Memorial Day Class 
Championships, 1997 


Brilliancy Prize Games 


Romulo Fuentes (2210)- 
Alan Kobernat (2104) 
Round 3 May 25,1997 


1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Ne6 3.d4 f5 
4. Nxe5 Nf6 5.Nxc6 dxc6 6.e5 
Ne4 7.Be3 Qh4 8.83 Nxg3 
9.fxg3 Qe4 10.Kf2 Qxhl 
11.h4 Be7 12.Qh5+ g6 
13.Qh6 Qh2+ 14.Bg2 f4 
15.Qxf4 Rf8 16.Nd2 Rxf4+ 
17.Bxf4 Bh3 18.Rg1 Bxg2 
0-1 


Peter Yu (2197)- 
Larry Snyder (2135) 
Round 4 May 25,1997 


1.c4 Nf6 2.Nc3 c5 3.83 d5 
4.exd5 Nxd5 5.Bg2 Ne7 6.Nf3 
No6 7.0-0 e5 8.Ne1 Bd7 9.Nd3 
f6 10.b3 Be7 11.Bb2 0-0 
12.Re1 Re8 13.f4 exf4 
14.Nxf4 b6 15.Ned5 Re8 
16.e3 Bd6 17.Nxc7 Bxc7 
18.Bd5+ Kh8 19.Qh5 Bxf4 
20.Rxf4 Be6 21.Be4 h6 





6 


Clockwise, starting from upper left: 
(1) David Lischinsky (L) and Teri 
Lagier battle to be top 'B. (2) New 
CalChess member Tim Thraikill con- 
siders his chances. (3) Bela Evans 
working hard to snare a tie for first 
place expert. (4) A thoughtful Jordy 
Mont-Reynaud before the final 
round. 

All LERA photos by Allan Fifield. 











22.Bxf6 1-0 
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Yi * 5 een 

d tal Yj 26; a Patrick Nichols (1400)- 

m E T í OS Brad Wilburn (1542) 

Vay JX yl Round | May 24,1997 
m min B 

mim 5 N m p 1.d4 c5 2.Nf3 d5 3.dxe5 Nc6 
2 am / p: 4.Nd4 e5 5.Nxc6 bxc6 6.b4 

Hm Z S Bf5 7.Bb2 Qb8 8.a3 Bxe5 










3 Ist LERA Class Championships 
May 24-26, 1997 





Score Prize 
45 $400 
45 400 


5.0 $320 
5.0 320 


5.5 $350 
5.0 210 


Place Name 


| st-2nd 





Class 








Vladimir Mezentsev 
Thomas Wolski 


Open 












I st-2nd 
I st-2nd 


Peter Yu 
Bela Evans 


Expert 











A Ist 


2nd 


Osmundo Reyes 
Virgilio Fuentes 


B  lIst-3rd Teri Lagier 45 $200 
Ist-3rd David Lischinsky 45 200 
Ist-3rd_ Felix Rudyak 45 200 





I st-2nd 
I st-2nd 


323 
39 


5,0 
50 


33 
40 
5.0 


Chrstopher Pontod 
John Goudy 


$160 
160 


$50 
50 


$100 | 
$100 
$100 









Ist-2nd 
I st-2nd 


Roy McCollough 
Andrew Min 













E Ist. jon Graff 











F Ist Kevin Ghodoosian 





Larry Parker 
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9.Nd2 Bb6 10.Nf3 f6 11.6 
Ne7 12.c4 0-0 13.e5 Bo 
14.Ba6 B$4 15.h3 Bh$ 164 
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Bg6 17.Nh4 Qe8 18.a4 Rbs | 


19.b5 d4 20.exd4 exd4 21/. 
O0 d3 22.Nx$6 Oxg$6 23.Qb3. 
Kh8 24.Bd4 Nf5 25.Qxd 
Nxd4 26.Qxd4 Be5 27.Qd1 
Bxal 28.Rxal exb5 29.axb 
Of7 30.Rd1 Kg8 31.c6 Qxdi 
32.Rxd7 Rb6 33.e7 Rxa 
34.bxa6 h6 35.Rd8 1-0 


Christopher Shall (1042)- 
Mike Jones (1109) 
Round 4 May 25,1997 

1.e4 e5 2.f4 d6 3.Nf3 Neb 
4.Be4 Be7 5.0-0 Bé4 6.fxe 
dxe5 7.Bxf7+ Kxf7 8.Nxe3+ 
Ke8 9.Nx$4 h5 10.Ne3 Nf 
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The California State Grade Level 
Chess Championships 


jam sure you have heard the expression, 
"There is no such thing as a free lunch.” 
Well, this maxim proved false in Stockton 
a May 17 and 18 at the California State 
Grade Level Chess Championships. The 
sunrise Rotary Club shocked everyone by 
providing an unadvertised free lunch. The 


By Alan M. Kirshner 


Don and Laura handled all problems in an 
efficient and professional manner. They 
did such a great job that I asked Don to be 
the Chief TD at my tournament next 
March but only if Laura comes along. 


Four years ago, I came up with the 
idea to create an all-California scholastic 


Last year in Bakersfield, the tourna- 
ment had all the grades through twelfth. 
In Northern California we only run kin- 
dergarten to eighth grade. We award ten 
individual trophies and three team awards 
in each grade. The students in fourth 
through eighth grade played six rounds, 


f6 116 | ents who attended the Super Nation- f 2 S four on Saturday and two on Sunday. Kin- 
TE par p tournament using a grade level approach d his isud ug y d 
CJ Í : : ` : x . 

hs iéu js in Knoxville, E cae a r as had just been established in the United A roug : ir x e Eu 
> 10.64 | weeks before punenie on how they had States Chess Federation. California is split tour es son Sun his PE lo 

3.a4 Rb§ } trouble even buying lunch there. Best of into two States. North and South, each giving the individuals from distant parts 

:d4 210. | al, they loved Stockton's “real” trophies, f of the state time to travel home. 


23.Qb3« | ssthey referred to them, 


| This year's kinder- 
25.Qxd3 } 





incontrast to the small EE SNP pa d EE ee garten champion is 
27.047 | plastic ones handed out END | ath wes a Nicholas Delaplane from 
29.axb; | prie: They took | PA | Valencia. He won all four 
36 o | gery opportunity they of his Suc None of the 
, ao | | eer ten players in the kinder- 
1-0 d Zz garten section lost all 
Steve Seegmiller, and his their games and they all 
(1042 | sulifor running the type went home with a trophy. 
09) F | i MN. PE n Isaac Shaker and Thomas 
1997 | a BHne 31. ADOX- Crow tied for second with 
| ille. Apparently, Knox- 2.5 points out of four. No 
NÍ3 Ne6 | ville » the Super Na- team trophies were 
5 eg | a, Eu x xdi First place Weibel 5th grade team awarded in the kindergarten division. 
Ne2 yj | karea Rotary Clubs and Delta Commu- with State Champion Nathan Lee s i future Eo. e out for 
7 13.08 tity College, only wanted to let California's on left. Photos by Alan Kirshner. TE s in roun four of the irst grade 
sholastic players and their parents know section: Alexander Setzepfandt of the Ber- 
15.Nxd4 | that the city of Stockton had plenty to of- CAEN DOSE ae, anna keley Chess School and Sharon Tseung 
4 17.Nd2 tr Iam sure they lost money on this ex- with its own championships. A] Woolum, from Weibel Elementary School in Fre- 
19.Qh? tavaganza, having planned for 350 with at that time in Bakersfield—now in mont. Alexander proved too strong Sharon 











my 220 players showing up. No one 


| xemed to care. All the helpers, the Ro- 


uy Club members, their high school 
youth affiliate (Rotary Interact) and the 
‘ockton Chess Club people, had smiles 
their faces continuously. 


Don Shennum, a Senior Director, and 
lis wife Laura headed the all-star cast of 


| 'umament directors. Steve asked them 


take-over the tournament when the in- 
lvidual who had agreed to be the Chief 


| l'urnament Director dropped out a 


ye6+ Kas | tonth before, pleading over-commitment. 


=| 





Texas—was able to obtain the sanction of 
Southern California Chess Federation and 
I got the go ahead from CalChess. The 
tournament moves between the North and 
the South. The winners of this tournament 
are the only California champions. Next 
year the tournament will be in Southern 
California and Jay Blem, scholastic coor- 
dinator, is now taking bids. I should note 
that Jay brought his National Chess and 
Games concession to Stockton and pro- 
vided chess equipment at very reasonable 
prices. 


for this day. Sharon tied with Richard Rico 
from St. Paul the Apostle in Los Angeles 
for second place. Weibel Elementary 
School won the first of their five top team 
trophies with St. Paul the Apostle in sec- 
ond, and San Fernando Elementary School 
in third place. 


St. Paul’s E.J. Schloss, wearing a red 
beret instead of his usual Chess For Jun- 
iors cap, easily won the second grade sec- 
tion with four victories. Samuel Ramos- 
Perlberg took second with 3.5 points and 
Daniel Schwartz went home with the third 
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State Grade Level Championships 


Continued from previous page 


place trophy. Forest Park Elementary School from Fremont won the top 
trophy in this grade followed by Franklin of Stockton and Weibel of Fre- 


mont. 


Weibel’s strength really showed in third grade when in the last round 
their players sat at the top three boards. Timothy Ma saw five plies ahead 
to force a mate against his tough opponent Harry Gelb who had to be 
satisfied with the third place trophy. Saurabh Sanghvi of Weibel took sec- 
ond with 3.5 points and Andrew Hu of Weibel tied with Harry with 3 points. 


Weibel won the first place team trophy with 
10.5 points out of a possible 12. Biggs El- 
ementary, near Chico, came in second with 
5.5 points. Bill Bynum has developed a 
strong chess program in the Biggs schools. 
His personal dedication to chess deserves 
kudos. He brought 29 players to this tour- 
nament and around 45 to the CalChess 
Scholastic Championships in March. 


The fourth grade championship 
looked like a shoo-in for Adam Lischinsky 
who at 1502 was almost 600 points above 
his nearest competitor. However, with no 
explanation, Adam withdrew after winning 
his first three games. The title was now up 
in the air. In round 6, undefeated Richard 
Zen (948) from St. Mark’s in San Rafael 
confronted Weibel Club’s Stephen Tu 
(636). Stephen defeated Richard, but be- 
cause he had lost in round 2 to Chris 
Qualls, he now had an equal score with 
Richard of five points. The rules of the tour- 
nament called for a blitz game to determine 
the championship. Richard decided he did 
not want to play blitz and, therefore, the 
championship trophy went to Stephen. 
Chris Qualls took home the third place tro- 
phy. Weibel won this division with 9.5 
points to Biggs’ 8.5. St. Marks came in third 
in this team competition with 8 points. 


Nathan Lee (1122) of Weibel had a 
perfect 6-0 to win the fifth grade champi- 
onship. His teammate Judy Kuo (779) 
placed second with 4.5 points to Juan 
Corona’s (928) 4 points. Ernest Westphal 
from the Berkeley Chess School and Rachel 
Chou of Weibel also had 4 points, but had 
to be satisfied with the fourth and fifth 
place trophy due to tie breaks. Weibel re- 
ceived 14.5 points to win the team cham- 
pionship over St. Mark’s with 8 points. 
Vaughn Elementary School took home a 
third place trophy. 


Sixth grade had the toughest compe- 
tition and some of the best games. Robert 





Top: Sixth $rade action at Stockton. 


Bottom: Stockton’s “Real” Trophies! 


Wei (1278) of Weibel squeaked out a vic- 
tory in round six over Michael Lum (1300) 
of the Berkeley Chess School. Weibel Club’s 
Robert Chan tied for second with Michael 
Lum and Jeffrey Pauls (1002), all with 5 
points. My kudos, however, goes to Andrew 
Chang (1085) of St. Mark’s, who played 
outstanding chess against both Robert Wei 
and Michael Lum and lost because of time 
trouble in both games. Weibel added to 
their team hardware with a 14 point vic- 
tory over Biggs who ended with 12 points. 
St. Marks took home third place with 11 
points. 


In the seventh grade division, Kevin 
Sevilla (1355), of Chess For Juniors, de- 
feated Elliot Temple (1435) of the Berke- 
ley Chess School and this year’s CalChess 
State Champion, to enter the sixth round 
undefeated. He drew Gideon Sapp (12(06)of 
Kennedy Middle School to win the cham- 
pionship with 5.5 points. Elliot took sec- 
ond and Gideon tied for third with St. 
Mark’s Daniel Gerstein. Biggs Middle 
School won the first place team trophy with 
11.5 points to Piedmont Middle School and 
Mark Twain Middle School’s (Modesto) 9 
points. 


Turlock’s Josh Coar (unrated) ob- 3 
tained 5.5 points in the eighth grade sec. | 
tion to become the new California cham- 
pion. Mahmoud Daher (unrated) from | 
Stockton’s Fremont Middle School and 
Liam MacDermed (1347)of the Berkeley | 
Chess School tied for second place with5 | 
points each. The home town team, | 
Stockton’s Fremont Middle School, won the | 
championship for the second year in a row. 
Turlock Junior High School took second 
and Biggs Middle School third. 


Sadly, Steve Seegmiller, who obtained | 
national attention through the Air Force | 
Reserve for his work with chess in the | 
Stockton schools, will not be available to | 
run the California Grade Level when itre- | 
turns to the North in two years. His bro- | 
kerage firm has transferred him to south 

ern California. Jay Blem is already twist- | 
ing his arm to get him involved with scho- | 
lastic chess there. Yet, the Rotary people | 
of Stockton have had a taste of successand | 
one Rotary member, John Bentilacchi,has | 
indicated that he might be interested in 

bidding on the tournament in two years. 

He has not committed, however, to a free } 
lunch for all. | 


m | 
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CalChess State 
Scholastic 
Championships 








by Alan M. Kirshner 





Records, records and more records—what a perfect weekend! Little seemed to g0 wrong and Murphy's Law never came into 
play. The record number of players of last year fell by almost 75 to 534 juniors in grades Kindergarten through Twelve. The Embassy 
Suites in Burlingame, near the San Francisco Airport, proved ideal for holding a scholastic tournament. Granted, the room rates 
were a bit high, but the area abounded with other hotels. For those who paid the $105 per night, they could sleep up to six in a suite 
and obtain free breakfast and happy hour drinks. I might note that many children (and I am sure a few parents) took unfair 
advantage of the hotel's policy of not checking to see if the diners were guests. | am working on contracting for the same site next 
year for the last weekend in March. 


The rounds started pretty much on time and no pairing errors occurred. 
Best of all we only had one conflict. Sadly, almost every year, this same coach 
screams that he is being cheated. I had to order him out of the tournament 
directors’ room. In most sports he would have been sent permanently to the 
showers. Ray Orwig, Northern California’s Scholastic Chair, has decided to 
draw up a set of rules that coaches and parents would be bound to follow or 
be banned from future Northern California scholastic events. 

The three innovations proved popular this year. We added a Kindergar- 
ten Division in which all participants would receive trophies. Fourteen young 
people entered this division. A tie for first place ensued between Erik 
Englebrecht (769) and Robert Khachatryan (390). Both these budding chess 
champs are from Southern California’s Chess For Juniors. Alaric Stein (656), 
who took third, becomes the first ever CalChess State Kindergarten Cham- 
pion as he is from Northern California. We did not award team trophies in 
the Kindergarten Division. 





The second change we pioneered was a Friday night blitz tournament. Fifty students competed for three place trophies and 
twelve grade level awards. Carolyn Withgitt and Tom Dorsch organized this competition. High School Sophomore, Gabe Kahane, 
took home first place with a perfect 8-0. Steven Metz at 7-1 was 
second while Justin Skliar was third with a score of 6-2. The follow- 
ing won the trophies for their grades: Felix Rudyax (12th Grade), 
Diana Ong (11th), David Steel (10th), Micah Fisher-Kirshner (9th), 
Tov Fisher-Kirshner (8th), Hanna Klots (7th), Robert Chan (6th), Keith 
Yost (Sth), Kevin Ghodoosian (4th). No competitors entered the other 
érades. 

Following the precedent set at the Elementary School Nationals 
in Tucson last year, we added a Club trophy for each section in the 
main tournament. Clubs had to be registered with the United States 
Chess Federation. A player could only compete on a Club team if 
their school didn’t have two other competitors. 


While I have posted all the tournament results on the CalChess 





Scholastic web site: Photos, from top to bottom. Kindergarten Division: 
http://www. hooked.net/hegemon/CALCHESS.html (L to R) Alaric Stein, Robert Khachartyan, and Erik 
let me present the highlights of the championship: Englebrecht. Erik and Robert are co-champions. 


The Big Guns in the High School division: (L to R) 
Vinay Bhat (2307), Jordy Mont-Reynaud (2271), and 
state champion Dmitry Zilberstein (2348). 
Players enjoy themselves between rounds. Photos by 
Continued on the next page Elisabeth Karnases. 


a pein enema 
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The K-12 (High School) Division again proved the strength and 
depth of California Chess as 99 players contested for the 15 trophies, 
)medals and a chance to go to the Denker Competition for the top 





Scholastic Championships 


Continued from previous page 


players from each state. Four 
Masters sat at the top boards: 
Dmitry Zilberstein (2348), 
Vinay Bhat (2307), Jordy Mont- 
Reynaud (2271) and Jennie 
Frenklakh (2240). The Masters 
received strong challenges from 
David Pruess (2086), Gabe 
Kahane (2049) and Micah 
Fisher-Kirshner (1993). The fi- 
nal round (game 6) justly saw 
the two highest rated players 
(Dmitry Zilberstein and Vinay 
Bhat) squaring off. The High 
School senior Dmitry bested 
Vinay, who is still in Middle 
School. This will be Dmitry’s 
third trip to the Denker tour- 
nament. For the second year, 
the Team Trophy went to Ber- 
keley High School who easily 
met an early challenge from 
Fremont's Mission High School. 
The best Club Trophy went 
south to Orange County's 
Chess For Juniors. 

The K-8 (Junior High 
School Division) also saw 99 
players. Top ranked Anton 
Parker (1897) of St. Marks in 
San Rafael fell into a draw 
against Alan Wei (1497) from 
Fremont’s Hopkins Junior High 
School. Anton then went on to 
defeat Jocelyn Lee (1403) from 
Hopkins who is ranked fifth in 
the nation for girls under 13. A 
three way tie for first occurred 
with Anton Parker, Tsubasa 
Onozaki (1691) and Elliot 
Temple (1496) sharing the hon- 
ors. For the third straight year, 
Hopkins Junior High School 
took home the Team Trophy. 
The Berkeley Chess School 
proved to be the top club. 

The K-6 Open (Elemen- 
tary School) Division, while 
lacking some of the high rated 
players of previous years, still 
saw excellent competition 
among the 89 contestants. Alen 
Melikadamian (1504) and 
Simion Kreimer (1317) tied for 
first place. Since Alen is from 
Southern California, Simion 


receives the 1997 CalChess EI- 
ementary School champion- 
ship title. Over the years 
Fremont’s Weibel Elementary 
School and Fremont’s Mission 
San Jose Elementary School 
have taken turns at winning the 
Team Trophy. This year Mis- 
sion San Jose received 17 
points to Weibel’s 15.5. Weibel 
took the second place trophy 
away from San Rafael’s St. 
Marks on tie breaks. The Club 
Trophy went to the Berkeley 
Chess School. 


Junior Varsity Elementary, Under 800 (L to R): Brenden 


est section with only 33 play- 
ers. The small size of the group, 
and players for that matter, did 
not diminish the competition. 
Four players from the United 
States Chess Federation’s Top 
50 

List (Matthew Ho, Wesley 
Chen, Oren Gazit and Edward 
Schloss) battled it out with two 
relative newcomers (Richard 
Rico and Ankit Gupta). Wesley 
Chen (1169) came out on top. 
Matthew Ho (1298), Oren Gazit 
(1067), Edward Schloss (1015), 
Richard Rico (814) and Ankit 
Gupta (798) tied for second. In 
the team competition, 
Fremont's Mission San Jose EI- 
ementary School hoped to win 
their fifth straight champion- 
ship. However, Town School, 





a 


Duda, Bradley Cooper, and Aaron Lumsden. Bradley and 
Aaron are state co-champs. 


The K-6 Under 800 (Jun- 
ior Varsity Elementary School) 
Division obtained an impres- 
sive 116 competitors. Biggs El- 
ementary School came down 
from the Chico area with a 
large number of competitors 
and two very strong players. 
Aaron Lumsden (757) and Bra- 
dley Cooper (748) went unde- 
feated and tied for first place 
leading their Biggs Team to vic- 
tory. Weibel Elementary School 
took second place with 19 
points to Biggs’ 20.5. 
Shackelford Elementary School 
was third with 13 points. 


The K-3 Open (Primary 
School) Division was the small- 


revitalized two years ago by NM 
Tom Dorsch and now under the 
able coaching of SM Vince 
McCambridge, ended Mission’s 
reign by only half a point. The 
Berkeley Chess School won the 
Club Trophy. 

Finally, in the K-3 Under 
700 (Primary Junior Varsity) 
Division, 84 young people 
hoped to obtain one of the fif- 
teen trophies. I might note that 
in most divisions we awarded 
far more than 15 trophies. All 
players with the same score at 
15 received a trophy and in the 
Junior High School Division 
that meant 29 trophies. In this 
section we also wound up with 








co-champions: Alexander 
Setzepfandt (705) and Jamie 
Brett (unrated). Fremont's For. 
est Park Elementary Schoo] 
edged out Fremont's Weibel p]. 
ementary School for the first 
place trophy for the seconq 
straight year. The Berkeley 
Chess School won the Cluj 
Trophy in this section as wel] 
I wonder what Elizabeth 
Shaugnessy, the Director of the 
Berkeley Chess School, will do 
with all those trophies? 

I realize it is traditional for 
chess articles to provide a few 
games from the tournament. I, 
however, would rather use my 
space to express my heartfelt 
thanks to all those people who 
unselfishly volunteered their 
time (OK, so a few were paid) 
to make these Championships 
a success. I am going to try to 
name as many as I can recall. 
If I for$ot you, I hope I will re- 
ceive you forgiveness and your 
help next year, anyway. We 
had a great TD staff headed by 
Ray Orwig who had produced 
these championships for ten 
years before they outgrew his 
school. The other TDs were 
Carolyn Withgitt, Hans 
Poschmann, Don Shennum, 
Laura Shennum, Keith Mehl, 
David Gross, Nick Ayala, Rob 
Nichelson, Robert Lee, Steve 
Farmer, Steve Seegmiller, 
Daisy Huang and Steve Simler. 
My wife Susan Fisher-Kirshner 
spent both days distributing 
certificates and T-shirts along 
with Kim Ma, Tammy Ma, and 
Leila Tseung. Elizabeth 
Karnazes volunteered to use 
my camera to take photo- 
graphs as I was incapacitated 
with a bad back. Pheobe Chen, 
Stanley Cheng, Bonnie Yost, 
Bud Setzepfandt, Stephanie 
and Robert Pratt and Gerri 
Hennessy acted as liaisons 
with the playing rooms, were 
door guards to keep unwanted 
quests from entering the com- 
petition area, and in their 
spare time helped set up the 
equipment. Robert Synder, 
from Chess For Juniors, ana- 
lyzed players’ games for free. 

To all I say: “You made 
mine and the 534 players’ week- 
end. Thanks again.” 
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zerkeley High School Chess Team: 1997 State Champions 


Berkeley Chess School News 


by Elizabeth Shaughnessy 


| TheBerkeley High School Chess Team is state cham- 
| pion for 1997. In addition, they placed fifth in a field 
(133 high schools in the Super Nationals in Tennes- 
ye in April. This remarkable team beat many mas- 
) tesand experts. In another noteworthy Berkeley area 
whievement, Troy Cole from Paden School in 
\Jameda won first place in the nation in the K-6 rated 

| ynder 900 at the Super Nationals in Tennessee. 


The Berkeley High School team is losing four 
eniors this year as David Taylor and Damon Mosk- 
joyama leave for M.I.T., David Cantrell goes to 
noma State and Phouc Bui will attend UC Berke- 
ly. Hopefully they will all join a chess club at their 
wlleges and spread the love of this great game. 





Daniel Fernandez (1778)- 
Andrew Fan (1211) 
SuperNationals, Knoxville, TN 
Round l,April 25, 1997 
French Defense Tarrasch Variation 


From left to right, back row: Andy Lee, Jonathan Fan, 
Phouc Bui and coach Ray Freeman. Middle row: Damon Mosk- 
Aoyama, David Taylor, Man Way Liu and David Cantrell. 
Front: Andrew Fan. Photo by Elizabeth Karnagzes. 


————————— ee 


le4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nd2 Nf6 


The Tarrasch Variation. I 
recently re-read some of Andy 
[ees old annotated games, in- 
dudin$ a Tarrasch French. He 
aid, “Why play c5 on move 3? 
[you want to play c5, do it on 
move one.” 


4e5 Nfd7 5.Ndf3 


Intending a knight switch. 
lis king knight will hop to e2 
ind c3. 


5. [6 
Black usually plays c5 first. 
6.Bd3 


Apparently he doesn,t 
Want to trap his bishop with 
bNe2. 


cS 7.03 
His knight on g1 doesn’t 


manm — —— — ee EEE 
È — T on 


look like it has a good future 
right now. 


1...Qa5 
Normal is 7...Qb6 or 
rM e ror 


S.Bd2 Nc6 9.exf6 Nxf6 
10.Ne5 


Now his knights are acti- 
vating. 


10...Qc7 11.Ngf3 


EA oe 
iiw 


Basta $ 
Ay 2 Var 
M. 


NEU] 
TAN Af Tt A 
TU HONO DYE 


11...cxd4 12.Nxc6 bxc6 





- 
Z 
X 






13.exd4 Bd6 14.0-0 0-0 
15.0c2 

Setting up on the b1-h7 
diagonal. 
15...Bd7 16.Rfel Ng4 
17.Bxh7+ Kh8 18.h3 Bh2+ 
19.Kf1 


If 19.Kh1, then 19...Nxf2 
is mate. 


19...Nh6 


Repositioning my knight 
for attack. On f6 it can’t get in 
to help the attack 


20.Ne5 

His outpost again. 
20...Be8 

I needed to keep protect- 
ing $6 
21.Bg6 Nf5 

Cutting the bishop off from 
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the queen and forcing it to 
trade itself off for my knight. 
22.Bxe8 

Oops! 


22...Ng3 mate 


EN NIE 
T w / 4 
DEUEM M 
/ Bra m 
ET, 
4. NW NN. 


nom 


Did I for$et to mention 
that 21...Nf5 also threatened 
Ng3 mate due to the pin on the 
f-file and the bishop on h2? 


n 











" More Berkeley Chess : 
News on page 12! 
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Dear Editor, 


In regard to Guenter Haika’s criticism 
of America, I feel manipulated when a 
chess magazine that I subscribe to runs a 
political manifesto that has nothing to do 
with chess and that contains opinions I dis- 


agree with. The only redeeming aspect of 
this episode was the unintended humor of 


the column. It is ludicrous that somebody 
who resides in a place with a history as a 
dark as Vienna presumes to lecture us 
about democratic values. His statement “I 
think the USA is quite a crazy nation” is 
definitely worth a chuckle. 


Sincerely, 
Paul Liebhaber 


To The Editor, 


As a longtime trustee of Mechanics’ 
Institute and chess club devotee, I was 
pleased to see the write-up at page 16 of 
your Winter 1997 issue. I write to thank 
you and to correct some errors which crept 
into the history of the Institute recited 
therein, as follows: 

1. The Institute has been located at 
its present site since at least 1866. Its then 
building appears in a photograph taken 
when the original Palace Hotel began to 
be erected. This building was destroyed on 
4/18/1906 (in the event which all true San 
Franciscans always referred to as “The 
Fire”). Our present building was erected 
on the same site in 1910. 

2. The Chess room has been an inte- 
gral part of the Institute virtually from its 
inception. In 1946 Charles Bagby, a long- 
time trustee and California State Chess 
Champion on several occasions, caused 
the constitution of the Institute to guar- 
antee the continued existence of the Chess 
Room. A like provision was put in the by- 
laws when they were rewritten in 1989. 

3. Your article confuses several sepa- 
rate events as to funding. James Lick (a 
famous philanthropist after whom the Lick 
Observatory and Lick-Wilmerding School 
are named) in the 1880s gave the Insti- 
tute $10,000 (the equivalent today of prob- 
ably $200,000 or more) for books (not the 
building site). In addition to the present 
Post Street site, the Institute also owned a 
block out in the Civic Center where it had 
its Mechanics’ Pavilion (now the site of the 
San Francisco. Civic Auditorium). This 
block was sold to the City after the fire to 


12 


Letters to 
the Editor 


finance its present Post St. building. A bas- 
relief of Lick appears in our lobby today. 

A. J. Fink was for many years (from 
the 1920s to the 1950s) the strongest 
player at the Institute, a frequent State 
Champion, and a world-famous problem 
composer. I attended his funeral in the late 
1950s. His daytime job was as a postal 
clerk, and regrettablely he was in no posi- 
tion to finance the Institute. 

4. The Institute has a substantial en- 
dowment, but needs even more due to 
ever-rising costs and its commitment to 
keep dues as low as possible. In 1994, it 
did receive a magnificent bequest from the 
widow of Charles Linklater, a Chess Room 
member for over 40 years, to support the 
programs and facilities of the Chess Room. 
In his memory, the Institute funds the 
annual Linklater Memorial Tournament 
which doubles as the Invitational North- 
ern California Chess Championship. The 
Linklater Fund helped pay for the recent 
refurbishing of the Chess Room. 

5. Your article mentions that 
Alekhine, Capablanca and Fischer have 
played at the Institute. Very true. You 
might also have mentioned: Dr. Emanuel 
Lasker, Harry Nelson Pillsbury, Max Euwe, 
Smyslov, Petrosian, and Tal, as well as 
Reshevsky and other American masters. 














(1 personally played the last 5 named my- 
self at exhibitions they $ave at the Insti- 
tute.) Viktor Korchnoi visited our Ches 
Room in 1995 during his participation in 
our Third International Grandmaster 
Tournament, jointly sponsored by the [n. 
stitute and Mindscape. 

6. The Institute is less than 100 yards 
from the Montgomery Street BART station. 
and thus convenient to public transporta- 
tion from almost the entire Bay Area, Mem. 
bership gives access not only to a world. 
famous chess club but also to a marveloys 
private library with a wonderful collection 
of chess books! As the historic center of 
chess activity in this area for well over 100 
years, it deserves your support. And it’s 4 
great bargain! 

Very truly yours, 
Neil E. Falconer 
To the Editor, 


I got the California Chess Journal 
earler this week. It’s a good issue. One cor- 
rection, though... 

In the pictures for the People’s tour- 
nament, you've got Alan Kirshner as anas- 
sistant TD. He had nothing to do with 
People’s. Alan was just there talking to me 
for a couple of seconds. Laura Shennum 


was the assistant TD. 
Don Shennum 


Berkeley Bits & Barbs 





The Berkeley Bishops played their last match of the year against St Marks on 
May IO and won handily 18 to 2. This team had a remarkable year. On February 
8,they won 14.5 to 11.5 against the hard competition of Weibel in Fremont. On 
February 28, they won 19.5 to 4.5 against The Towne School in San Francisco. 

Students of The Berkeley Chess School enjoyed remarkable success this 
year at the state championship in March in Burlingame. Berkeley High School 
came in first in the High School division for the second year in a row. Elliot 
Temple from Piedmont Middle School came first in the K-8 Junior High School 
division. Simion Kreimer from Longfellow School in Berkeley tied for first in the 
K—6 Open division. Alexander Setzepfandt, who is taking chess at Head Royce 
School in Oakland, tied for first in the K-3 under 700 division. The Berkeley 
Chess School came first in the Club Section in the K-3, the K-6 and the K-8 
division. From the Berkeley Chess School, eight students entered from Berkeley 
High School and thirty more from grades | through 8. Not all came first, but all 
did well and are to be congratulated. For information on The Berkeley Chess 


School call 510-843-0150. 
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—Elizabeth Shaughnessy 
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The Crisis in the USCF 





\ 
CN i 
A 
~ On One Member One Vote 
) 
ed my- 
> Insti. by Wayne Praeder 
Chess 
tion in 
naster 
the In- d i - earns : ; rei 
Wein the United States live in a relatively demo- USCF’s archaic bylaws. The hallmark of democratic campaigning is a com- 
) yards eratic society. As an adult citizen your input is so- mon and broad based message that stands or falls in the public arena. Offic- 
tation liited concerning your leadership at the polls and ers today are not chosen through an authentic democratic process. Cam- 
sporta- ‘soften solicited in many membership forums such  paigns are conducted via private phone calls among the small old boy’ net- 
. Mem. as your professional organization, your church, or work of special voting members and messages are often tailored to what the 
world. your union. Also as a shareholder in any corpora- person on the other end of the line wants to hear. The quality of these cam- 
velous "tion your input is solicited regarding the leadership _paigns is notoriously low, they are filled with patronage, and the mudslinging 
lection othe corporation. The United States Chess Fed- Continued on page 15 
nter of eration (USCF) is a national nonprofit membership 
'er 100 sorporation incorporated under State of Illinois law. j 
* nits mission statement the USCF says it is struc- P Í B d P l 
ys vs to ensure effective democratic procedures in 0 icy 007 roposa 
yours, cord with its bylaws and the laws of the state of 
lconer | Minois. An offical USCF Policy Board pro- members are national officers of the 
The Illinois General Not-For-Profit Corporation posal for implementing One Man Federation. The Policy Board shall 
mal At of 1986 states that members of not for profit One Vote has been posted on the. electa President Vice President, Sec- 
ne cor corporations have asserted rights, as such, in the Internet at ‘http//members.aol.com/_ retary, and Treasurer each year from 
nature Of derivative rights ol shareholders of busi- secretarylomovhtm’.Under this pro- among its members at its August 
PE ness corporations. In this regard the main business neal the Policy Board and the Re- meeting held after the Delegates 
aide ofthe membership is the re-election of the board, P IV p a ts will be elected. Meeting;the remaining members shall 
> with just as shareholders do in business corporations. Set x VESTRE LORI MIS, NE E Miu e SU NM Bon 
PA Thus if a nonprofit corporation establishes a mem- by individual USCF members.Ar ticle PAP BU E Pu m. 
nnum | bership structure in its Articles of Incorporation or V of the bylaws (Voting Members) | | : 
Bylaws, then members of the corporation will be would change to the following: four years during any eight year pe- 
nnum santed fundamental rights to participate in the af- Section I. Responsibility The Vot- riod. 
irs and future of the nonprofit corporation unless ing Members are responsible for This is similar to common cor 
the Articles or Bylaws state otherwise. The USCF electing the Policy Board and the porate practice whereby all share- 
has chosen instead to set up a system in which a Regional Vice Presidents. holders elect a Board of Directors 
small group of special voting members are selected | | | who then elect the corporate offic- 
who are the only ones who can vote for officers to »ection 2. »election. Each Life, ers, Delegates would still be selected 
serve on the Policy Board. pita nea ate ere nd by state organizations for the annual 
Unless you are one of the voting members, you member is a Voting Member dumg delegates meeting at the US Open. 





have no say. These voting members primarily con- 
sist of the local tournament organizer group or its 
periphery and are often hand picked to be your rep- 
resentative. The national Policy Board officers are 
also usually chosen from this same tournament or- 
fanizer éroup. The best of the current system re- 
quires that you become involved in a separate state 
Organization and attend a distant annual meeting 
with the hope that you can vote for a slate of elec- 
tors, running essentially on local state issues, who 
donot solicit or represent your views. These people 
inturn pick the officers of the board that governs 
dur national federation. We know of no other cor- 
porations in which stockholders or members vote 
lor voters who vote for their board. 


There is no real democratic consent in the 





the term of his or her membership. 


The term of office for Policy 
Board members will increase from 
three to four years. Members of the 
Policy Board would then elect na- 
tional officers such as President and 
Treasurer from among themselves. 


Article VII of the Bylaws (Policy 
Board) would change to: 


Section |. Composition. The 
Policy Board shall consist of seven 
members, each of whom shall have 
terms of four years... All Policy Board 


The Policy Board proposal for a 
real One Man OneVote system is 
clearly superior to the Blue Ribbon 
Panel's recommendation of the di- 
rect election of only 90 delegates 
who would then elect the Policy 
Board. Both proposals will be on the 
agenda at the delegates meeting this 
summer. Will USCF members finally 
be given a genuine vote for their na- 
tional officers or will 90 little gods 
continue to control the federation? 


— Allan Fifield 


t 
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CONDITIONS Inorderto startthe first round ontime, we are incorporating a new policy: 
You must be at the registration desk prior to 9:30 am in order to be paired Mate in two 
in the first round. If you arrive after 9:30 am, you will either get a 1/2 point bye, or be paired against another 
entry. 1/2 Point Byes are available. All players must be USCF members or become members at the tournamen. 
CCA ratings may be used at the discretion of the tournament director. For more information, call Jim Hurt (916)5):- 
7912 or Ken Stone (408) 629-5530. ! 
| 
SNACK BAR Food and refreshments available at the LERA snack bar. | 
NEXT EVENT The next LERA chess tournament will be held Thanksgiving Day Weekend, 
November 28,29,& 30, 1997 | 
8-97 ENTRY FORM | 
Name Phone USCF Rating | 
Address City Zip 
Name & Date of the last tournament you played in: Your Age: | 
USCF Identity Number Exp. Date USCF dues: $35.00 - adult , $15 - under 20 | 
Entry Fee*: The Open or Expert division is $40.00, the A or B division is $35.00, and the C, D, E, or Unrated Division is $30.00 (Circle your division 


*If mailed by August 9 otherwise entry fees are $5 more. Make check payable to LERA Chess Club. 


Mail to: 





| 


———| 
—— | 
wp 
LERA Auditorium B/160, corner of Mathilda Ave. & Java St., Sunnyvale (take Bayshore F reeway to the North 

Mathilda offramp; then go seven blocks north on Mathilda to Java St; B/160 is on the far left corner; 408/747-916) 


THE THIRTY-THIRD ANNUAL 
1997 LERA SUNNYVALE CLASS CHAMPIONSHIPS 


Saturday and Sunday, August 16th &17th 


Jim Hurt, assisted by Ted Yudacufski (National Tournament Director) of Monterey. 


Four round Swiss with eight separate divisions, each division with its own prizes. In pairing an odd numbered 


group, we promote a high player from the next highest group to yield an even number in the odd numbered group, | 
Division: Open Expert A B C D E Unt 
First Prize: $500 $400 $350 $300 $200 $100 $100 $100 | 
Second Prize: $300 $240 $210 $180 $120 
Third Prize: $200 $160 $140 $120 $ 80 


The prize fund is based on 160 paid entries. If the paid entries exceed 160 players, then the prize fund will be increased and if the paid 
entries are less than 160 the prize fund will be decreased. A player can play up only one class; exception: an unrated player can play 


uponly into the Open division. A total of eight brilliancy prizes may be awarded, one for each division. Junior prizes may be awarded, | 


ITEM STARTING TIME TIME CONTROL | 
Registration 8 to 9:30 am Saturdav 30 moves in 90 minutes, | 
Round One 10:30 am Saturday 30 moves in 60 minutes, . | 
Round Two 4:00 pm Saturday 10 moves in 10 minutes | 
Round Three 9:30 am Sunday thereafter i | 
Round Four 3:00 pm Sunday 


Mail: The entry fee for the Open or Expert division is $40, for the A 


/ 


sl 


Jim Hurt, LERA Chess Club, P.O. Box 60451, Sunnyvale, CA 94088 


or B division is $35, and for the C, D, E or Unrated division is $30, if 
mailed by August 9 If paid Saturday morning, all entry fees will be 
$5 more. The entry fee for K through 6th Graders who have ratings 
below 1100 points is $15, and they may play in a separate division. 
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Fifth Paradise Open 


by Dan Holbrook 


The Fifth Paradise Open was held May 3-4 at the Senior Citizen's 
center in Paradise. The five round Swiss open was played at a 
ime control of game in two hours. Total attendance was 34 play- 
as. A highlight of the tournament was the appearance of Viktors 
Pupols of Bremerton, WA and of Kenan Zildzic of Carmichael, 
C. Much to the dismay of a few of the tournament veterans, a 
large contingent of junior players made their presence felt. 

Top prize was shared by Mr. Zildzic and Barry Nelson of 
Butte Meadows at 4.5. Top prize in the under 1800 group went 
v Gary Wilkerson of Paradise with 4 points. David duVair of 
Chico finished with 3.5 to grab second spot in the under 1800 
group. 

Here is the pivotal third round encounter between Mr. Pupols 
and Duane Wilk of Chico. 


Duane Wilk (1930)-Viktors Pupols (2297) 
Fifth Paradise Open, 1997 
ted c6 2.d4 d5 3.exd5 exd5 4.c4 Nf6 5.Nc3 No6 6.Be3 Bf5 
"ND e6 8.43 Be7 9.Be2 h6 10.0-0 0-0 11.h3 Re8 12.Re1 dxe4 


13.Qa4 a6 14.Rfd1 Nb8 15.Bxe4 b5 
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16.Nxb5 axb5 17.Bxb5 Nd5 18.Ne5 Bd6 19.Bd2 Rxel 20.Bxcl 
Nb6 21.Qb3 Qe7 22.Nd3 N8d7 23.Bd2 Be4 24.Rcl1 Qb8 
25.Ne5 Bd5 26.Qd3 Nf6 27.a4 Nc8 28.b4 Ne7 29.Be4 Ba8 
0.45 Ned5 31.b5 Rd8 32.Ba2 Nf4 33.Bxf4 Bxf4 34.Rb1 eS 
5 d5 Bxd5 36.Rd1 Re8 37.Na6 e4 38.0xd5 Nxd5 39.Nxb8 
103 40.Ne6 Kf8 41.Rd8+ Rxd8 42.Nxd8 e3 43.Be4 e2 44.Bxe2 
Nxe24 45.Kf1 Nd4 46.b6 Ke7 47.a6 1-0 


29 GO WE 


^. 
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One Member One Vote 


Continued from page 13 


isawful. Many successful businessmen take one look at the USCF 
political arena and decide they have better things to do with 
their time. Hence the same faces year after year. Hence musical 
chairs on the policy board. Hence the radical under-performance 
of our elected officials, who serve without pay. 


A Harris poll indicates that some 25 million Americans know 
how to play chess. Since 1991 there has been a steady though 
unspectacular growth of the USCF (mostly with discounted scho- 
lastic memberships), and membership now stands at slightly over 
83.000—a fraction of 196 of the potential chess market in 
America. A normal market share would be 1096 or 2.5 million 
members by now. Promoting chess and creating chess wealth 
for all involved is really the name of the game. This means that 
the USCF ought to be run as a business, not a political football. 
The current small pool of voters who vote for the USCF national 
officers contain many well-meaning people who work hard for 
chess. The problem is their small number; the solution is to in- 
crease radically the number of chess volunteers by adopting an 
inclusive, more democratic system. 


But do the members care? Some in favor of a small and 
controllable electorate argue that interest is small and ignorance 
large. If this is so, it is only because most players are kept re- 
mote from USCF affairs. Allowing all full adult members who 
wish to, directly vote for their officers would lead to a very lively, 
though brief debate, once every three years. We believe this is 
healthy. We believe it will open up and invigorate the USCF so 
that it can finally begin to grow and flourish. We believe it will 
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encourage more and better-qualified people to run for office. 
Chess in America will never grow until we involve many more 
people in its promotion and governance. The Federation des- 
perately needs new blood, and we will never get it under the 
present inbred system. But the attitude of the ruling clique boils 
down to this: You are good enough to pay your dues and most 
definitely good enough to buy books and merchandise from the 
USCF, but you are too ignorant to vote directly for your Officers 
on the Policy Board. 

In the September 1993 issue of Chess Life, then USCF Presi- 
dent GM Maxim Dlugy wrote “I now favor the adoption of a one- 
member-one-vote plan that would provide you—the dues-pay- 
ing members of our Federation—with a voice in our collective 
future. This proposal has been repeatedly defeated at the an- 
nual delegates meetings, and unless the general membership 
makes its views known, will continue to be defeated in the fore- 
seeable future.” Unless determined otherwise for good reasons, 
you have an asserted right to a system where all full adult USCF 
members directly vote for Officers on the Policy Board. We feel 
the Federation’s leadership needs to be directly answerable to 
the membership. In any efforts towards reform, we should not 
confuse the corporation/shareholder model with a government/ 
voter model. 

GM Larry Evans has noted: “No one has ever claimed that 
allowing the full adult membership to directly vote for their Policy 
Board is a panacea for all of the Federation’s electoral problems, 
but why should the Federation be different from most other com- 
parable membership organizations that extend voting rights to 
dues-paying members in good standing? How long will it con- 
tinue to squander its most precious resource and best salesmen— 
its own members?” Only you, as a dues-paying member, should 
decide. 
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17th Annual San Joaquin 


Championship 


A record 70 players participated in the 
17th Annual San Joaquin Championship 
which took place at the St. Agnes Medical 
Center in Fresno over the weekend of May 
17 and 18, 1997. Congratulations to co- 
champions Artak Akopian and Hary Daud 
who each scored 4-1/2 points. Hary took 
a 1/2 point bye in round one. His result 
proves that you can take a bye and still be 
in the running for the “big bucks”. 


Artak played his usual solid and care- 
ful chess and effectively put a lock on at 
least a tie for first place with his fine fourth 
round win. 


Artak Akopian (2347)- 
Kevin Ziegler (2206) 
| 7th San Joaquin Championship, Rd 4 
Sicilian 
Notes by Allan Fifield 





by Dennis Wajckus 


24.c4 Qd7 25.Be3 f6 26.Ngf3 d4 
27.Bd2 f5 28.Ng5 Nf7 29.gxf5 


The black castle is now rather drafty. 


29...8xf5 30.Nhf3 Bh6 31.Qh4 Bxg5 
32.Nxg5 Nxg5 33.0x85+ Kh7 34.Kf2 
Rg8 35.Qh4+ Kg7 36.0f6+ Kh7 37.Be2 
Rg7 38.Rh1+ Kg8 39.Rag1 1-0 


The advertised accelerated pairings 
are always controversial but accelerated 
pairings always work their ‘magic’ with 
many upsets in the early rounds. Darren 
Russell upset the number two seed in the 
tournament with this fearless effort in the 
second round. 


Darren Russell (1872)- 
Vinay Bhat (2295) 
97 San Joaquin Championship, Rd 2 
Boden-Kieseritzky Gambit 















9.Nf3 with small White plus. 


9...Bx$4 10.0x$4 Nd7 11.Bh6 Bí6 
12.f4 Nc5 13.Rae1 Qd7 14.f5 Rae8 


14...Kh8. 
15.b4 d5 16.Rd1 


16.Bxd5 c6 (16...Qxd5 17.Bxg7 Bxg7 
18.f6 Ne6 19.Rxe6 and White wins). 


16...Re4 17.Rf4 Rxf4 18.Bxf4 Ne4 
19.Rxd5 


19.Bxd5 Nxc3 is nice for Black. 
19...Qc6 20.Be5 Nxc3 


20...Qb6+ 21.Bd4 Bxd4+ 22.Rxd4 
Nxc3 23.Kf1 unclear. 


21.Rd6 


21.Re5 Qb6 (21...Qe4 22.Qxe4 Nxe4 
23.Bxf6 Nxc5 24.Be7 Ne4 25.Bxf8 Kxf8 
and a draw is likely) 22.Bxc7 Qxb4 
23.Bxf7+ nabs the queen 






















32...R 

D 
33.04 
38.h4 
Rc3?? 
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1.e4 e6 2.Qe2 c5 3.f4 Nc6 4.Nf3 $6 Notes by Darren Russell | Art 
5.83 B87 6.c3 Nge7 7.d3 d5 8.e5 b6 up $i 
9.Bg2 Nf5 10.0-O h5 11.Ng5 Bb7 1.e4 e5 2.Bc4 Nf6 3.Nf3 Nxe4 4.Nc3 sip miii | [7th 
12.Nd2 Qd7 13.Ndf3 Nce7 14.Bd2 Rc8 — Nxc3 5.dxc3 Be7 Y wy 44 7 25 Sicilian | 
15.Rfd1 0-0 16.Qf2 Rfd8 17.h3 Nh6 -  (&ic ; ZN Z | Lede 
IE NHO bS: 19:3 eS 5...f6 is a better try at refutation Yj Y WRG E 
° è a 2 GZ Ay, Z Ay T4NX 
6.Nxe5 0-0 7.Qh5 Qe8 8.0-0 d6 9.Ng4 4 TE EYE | nw 
iit 7/8 Ay, a ay Vane | 10Bi3 
p. X t T t A, At de | M61 
«d. AN Y YO & | 15Bg5 
AA MEIAIA | (o 
PIELE Di im) 
[74 WY i, 7 21...Qe4 22.Qxe4 Nxe4 23.Rd4 BxeS | Yum!) 
ph G f e 24.Rxe4 Re8 25.Kf1 $6 26.fx$6 hxg6 | 
4 A 4 Wj a 4 xe e . É xg g | Gai 
Tau M, [AR 27.Ke2 Kg7 28.Kf3 f6 29.b5 Rd8 30.h3 | | 
RZ] a WAZ) Bd6 31.Bd3 f5 32.Rd4 | 199; 
H Zum X | E 
I offered a draw. 
rd | | A3 
Black S queenside expansion Continued on the next page | er 
looks impressive but ultimately 
seems to be the road to no- | D 
where. Haryanto Daud (L) | 0 Be? 
: | 
20.84 and Artak Akopian — ) 10Na 
Artak starts to loosen proudly display twin | m. 
up the kingside. $400 first place | 6x3 
20...hxg4 21.hx$4 b4 | checks. Photo by ' Reg ]c 
22.Rdc1 Ba6 23.Bf1 Qb7 DUM Dennis Wajckus. 21.Ne- 
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Bxg7 


Xxd4 


Vxe4 
Kxf8 
)xb4 


o5 
6 
).h3 
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vin 








32... Re8 
Draw refused. 


33.54 Kf6 34.8xf5 gxf5 35.Rd5 f4 36.Rf5+ Kg7 37.Be4 Kh6 
38.h4 R£8 39.Rf7 Rg3+ 40.Kf2 Kh5 41.Rh7+ Kg4 42.Bxb7 
nc3?? 43.Be8 1-0 


The Fresno Chess Club wishes to thank the St. Agnes Medical 
Center once again for the use of their fine playing facility in the 
west wing of the hospital. Special thanks to Senior Director Allan 
rifield from Visalia, hired for his work in directing this event, who 
had to make numerous difficult calls on the specific rules of USCF 
rated chess. Marian L. and Dennis M. Wajckus were the co-assis- 
ant directors and tournament organizers for this USCF event. A 
special thanks to the Yost family for their most significant contri- 
butions to our “goodie and munchies table". 


We appreciate the feedback on suggestions for format changes 
for future events from some of our out of town participants. These 
are being considered, and some may be added for our 5th Fresno 
County Championship which will be held at the same site on No- 
vember 22 and 23. Much planning “months in advance” are neces- 
sary to put on a tournament of this size. We hope to see all players 


hack in November 97! 


Games from the 17th San 
Joaquin Championship 


Selected by Allan Fifield 


Artak Akopian (2347)- 
Scott Mason (1997) 
|7th San Joaquin Ch, Rd 2 
Sicilian Defense, Opppps! Variation 


le4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 exd4 
4Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.Be2 e5 
1.Nb3 Be7 8.0-O Qc7 9.f4 Be6é 
l0.Bf3 Nbd7 11.f5 Be4 12.Re1 
Nb6 13.44 Rd8 14.a5 Nbd7 
13.B$5 O-O 16.Nd2 Nxe4??? 
(Opppps!) 17.Ndxe4 (Yum- 
Yum!) 1-0 


Gary Hoffman (1826)- 
Tim Roth (2219) 
1997 San Joaquin Ch, Rd 2 
Alekhines Defense 


À 393 point upset and a 
Great Game to boot! 


Le4 Nf6 2.e5 Nd5 3.d4 d6 4.Nf3 
dxe5 5.Nxe5 $6 6.Bc4 c6 7.0- 
0 B67 8.Rel O-O 9.c3 Be6 
l0.Nd2 Nd7 11.Ndf3 Nxe5 
l2Nxe5 Qd6 13.Qe2 b5 
l4Bxd5 Qxd5 15.Bf4 a5 
16.Nd3 Qf5 17.0e3 Be4 18.Nc5 
Ne8 19.Bh6 Bxh6 20.Qxh6 e5 
21.Ne4 Re7 22.Qh4 Raa7 


23.Nf6+ Kg7 24.Qxh7+! Kxf6 
25.Qh8+ Kg5 26.h4+ Kf4 
27.0h6-^ $5 28.0h5 Qg4 29.834 
Kf5 30.Qh7+ Kf6 31.Qh6+ Kf5 
32.dxe5 Re6 33.Qh7+ Rg6 
34.h5 Bd5 35.hx$6 Ke6 36.gxf7 
Rxf7 37.0$64 Ke7 38.Qd6+ 
Ke8 39.e6 Rb7 40.e7 Rd7 
41.Qxc6 1-0 


Walter Stellmacher (1880)- 
Tae Hyung Lee (1475) 
| 7th San Joaquin Ch, Rd | 
Queen Pawn 


A 405 point first round upset 


1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 g6 3.Bg5 Bg7 
4.Nbd2 d6 5.e3 O-O 6.Be2 
Nbd7 7.O0-O c5 8.c3 b6 9.b4 
Bb7 10.bxe5 dxe5 11.h3 Ne4 
12.Nxe4 Bxe4 13.Nd2 Bb7 
14.Bf3 Bxf3 15.Nxf3 Re8 16.e4 
Qce7 17.Rel Nf6 18.Rc1 Rad8 
19.Qc2 h6 20.Bd2 e6 21.Qd3 
c4 22.Qe2 b5 23.Nh2 a5 24.N$4 
Nx$4 25.0xg$4 b4 26.cxb4 axb4 
271.Bxb4 Rxd4 28.Bc3 Rd3 
29.Bxg7 Kxg7 30.Re3 Red8 
31.Rxd3 Rxd3 32.Qe2 Rd4 


17th San Joaquin Championship 


Saint Agnes Medical Center, Fresno 


Class Place 


| st-2nd 
| st-2nd 


Open 


X | st-2nd 
| st-2nd 


Name 


Artak Akopian si 
Hary Daud d 


Score Prize 


$400 
400 


Chris Black 40 Ss 
John Barnard 4.0 23 


| st Diane Barnard 40 150 


| st-2nd 
| st-2nd 


Greg Jones 3:5 105 
Terry Nunez bos 105 


| st Tae Hung Lee 3.0 28 


| st Ryan Enrico 3.0 


2nd—3rd 
2nd—3rd 


Gary Bakken 2.5 30 
Dwight Williams 2.5 30 


Ist Gregono Cagurangan 2.5 58 


| st Bonnie Yost 869 pt upset in Rd 4 


33.Re3 Od6 34.83 Qe6 35.f3 
Qd6 36.e5 Qd5 37.Re2 Rd3 
38.Kg2 Od4 39.f4 c3 40.h4 Rd2 
41.Rxd2 Qxd2 42.Kf2 Qb2 
43.Kel c2 0-1 


Chris Black (2034)- 
Artak Akopian ( 2347) 
| 7th San Joaquin Ch, Rd 3 

Queen's Gambit (Slav) 


1.c4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 o6 4.e4 
dxe4 5.Nxe4 Bb4+ 6.Nc3 NÍ6 
7.Be3 O-O 8.Bd3 c5 9.a3 Bxc3+ 
10.bxc3 Ne6 11.Nf3 Qa5 12.Bd2 
e5 13.d5 e4 14.dxc6 exd3 15.0- 
O bxe6 16.Ne5 Ne4 17.Re1 Nxd2 
18.0xd2 Be6 19.0xd3 Qa4 
20.Qe3 Bxe4 21.Q0xc5 Bd5 22.c4 
Be6 23.Nxc6 Oxc4 24.QOxc4 
Bxe4 25.Racl Be6 26.Kf1 $6 
27.Nd4 Bd5 28.Re5? (Chris has 
played well but he now hesitates 
before siezing control on the 7th 
rank with his rooks which 
should give him at least a draw) 
Rfd8 29.Nc6 Bxc6 30.Rxe6 Rd1+ 
31.Ke2 Ral 32.Ra6 Ra2+ 33.Kf3 
Re8 34. Rxa7 Rec2 0-1 Shades of 
Kasparov—Deep Blue game 2 as 
some of the spectators felt that 
White's resignation was prema- 
ture. 





Ken White (1700)- 
Chris Black (2034) 
| 7th San Joaquin Ch, Rd 4 
Pertov's 
Some nice tactics by the 
always sharp Chris Black 


1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.Nc3 Bb4 
4.d3 Nc6 5.Bd2 O-O 6.a3 Bxc3 
7.Bxce3 Re8 8.Be2 d5 9.exd5 
Nxd5 10.Qd2 Nxe3 11.bxc3 e4 
12.dxe4 Rxe4 13.0xd8+ Nxd8 
14.Kd2 Bg4 15.Bd3 Bxf3! 
l6.$xf3 Re7 17.Be4 No6 
18.Rhel Rd8+ 19.Bd3 Ne5 
20.Re3 Ne4+! 21.Ke2 Nxe3 
22.fxe3 Rd6 23.Rd1 Rh6 24.Kf1 
Rxh2 25.Kg1 Rh6 26.Be4 Rd6 
0-1 
Don Forgie (1286)- 
Ceasar Cuellar (1553) 
| 7th San Joaquin Ch, Rd 5 
Sicilian 


1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 exd4 
4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.No3 $6 6.Be3 B$7 
7.Qd2 O-O 8.Be2 No6 9.f4 Bd7 
10.f5 Ne5 11.0-O-O a6 12.h4 b5 
13.h5 b4 14.fxg6 hxg6 15.Nf3? 
bxe3 16.bxc3 Qa5 17.Ng5??? 
Qa3+ 0-1 


ee ee ones 
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15th ANNUAL SANDS REGENCY 


(Future site of the 100th US Open on Aug. 10, 1999) 


WESTERN STATES OPEN 
OCTOBER 24-26 


200 Grand Prix Points - FIDE Rated 


A Weikel Tournament in Reno, Nevada 


$51,900! $31,700! 


Projected Guaranteed 
This is the One Northern California's been waiting for! 
6 Round Swiss * 7 Sections * 40/2-20/1 * 15 places paid in every class 
Entry: Under $130 Rooms: Under $50 
“The West’s Fastest Growing Chess Extravaganza!!!” 


IM John Donaldson “This tournament reminds me of a European chess festival” 
USCF Treasurer Tom Dorsch “The best run tournament in Northern California” 


Take a look at these side events! 
* Wed 10/22 - Clock Simul (40/2) by GM Mednis and GM Kurdin (8 boards each) only $30 
* Wed 10/22 - Quick Quad (G/29) at 7 p.m. 
* Thurs 10/23 - Free lecture by GM Larry Evans and WBCA Blitz (5 minute) tournament 
* Sat 10/25 - Free game/position analysis by GM Larry Evans 
* Sun 10/26 - Quick Chess (G/29) five round Swiss at 1 PM 
Plus look at all these extras! 100% payback of all entries * Free commemorative pin * Free post 
tournament bulletin sent to all players * Free Coffee every rounds * Free coffee cakes for every 
morning round * Sets and Boards provided * Trophies to all 1st place winners * Special senior (65 
and over) prizes * Four demo boards * Book concession by National Chess and Games 
Free Club Championship of $500-$300-$200. Based on top ten scores from each registered club. 


Our host is the fabulous Sands Regency with 1000 deluxe rooms and 9 restaurants. 


For free flyer, contact Jerome Weikel at 702-747-1405 or 6578 Valley Wood Dr, Reno NV 89523 
Please see our T.L.A. in Chess Life for more exciting details! 
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Spring at the Gerkeley Chews (ul 


by Alan Glasscoe 


The Berkeley Chess Club holds month-long USCF rated tournaments in 4 or more sections on Friday evenings at the Berkeley City 
Club, a building designed by the renowned architect Julia Morgan. Players may compete in as many or as few rounds as they like. 
In months with 5 Fridays we offer the option of a quick-chess tournament on the fifth Friday. There are no yearly dues, only a 
modest weekly fee, and we discount USCF memberships. Your first game is free. We close entries at 7:40 PM and start play at 8:10 
PM, with a time control of 40/90, 15/30. 


Berkeley Chess Club Games 
March-May 1997 


Game selection and notes by Kurt Jacobs and Alan Glasscoe 


David Wait(2005)- 
Craig Andries(1 980) 
French Tarrasch 

l.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nd2 Nf6 4.e5 Nfd7 
5.03 05 6.f4 Qb6 7.Ndf3 Nc6 8.83 
oxd4 9.cxd4 f6 10.Ne2 fxe5 11.fxe5 
Bb4+ 12.Nce3 0-0 13.Bf4 Be7 14.Qd2 
a6 15.Bh3 Kh8 16.0-0 Nd8 17.Kh1 
Re8 18.Rf2 NfS 19.Bf1 Bd7 20.Bd3 
Nf7 21.h4 Qd8 22.Rh2 h6 23.$4 Qb6 
24. Rf1 K$8 25.Bb1 Rec8 26.R$1 Bb4 
21.h5 Bxc3 28.bxe3 Qc7 29.85 Oxc3 
30.082 hxg5 31.Nxg5 Nh6 


Hi v 


4 A€ 








J2.Ne4 Nf5 33.Nxo3 1-0 


Andy Lee(1933)- 
John Newberry(2169) 
Kings Indian 
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 $6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 d6 
SN 0-0 6.Be2 e5 7.0-0 No6 8.d5 
Ne7 9.Nd2 Ne8 10.b4 f5 11.65 f4 
12.Ne4 $5 13.a4 N$6 14.Ba3 $4 
I5.Bx$4 Q$5 16.Bxc8 Rxe8 17.13 Nh4 


18.Rf2 Rf6 19.b5 Bf8 20.exd6 exd6 
21.Qd3 Rg6 22.Raa2 Qh5 23.Na5 Re7 
24.Nb3 Reg7 25.a5 Rh6 26.h3 Be7 
27.a6 b6 28.Rac2 


CN BS 
^ Md REI 


T, 
2 
| Z 
Y 7 
A “yy ZZ 
Z y 
4 Y 7 


SON 
NN ON 
NS ON 


SS 





AN "E 
B 
NN ` 


hh 


28...Nx$2 29.Rxg2 QOxh3 30.Rxg7+ 
Nx$7 31.Nd1 Qh1+ 32.Kf2 Rh2 0-1 


Craig Andries(1902)- 

David Goldfarb( 1800) 

Stonewall vs Kings Indian 
1.d4 Nf6 2.e3 g6 3.Bd3 Bg7 4.f4 d6 
S.Nf3 0-0 6.0-0 b6 7.Nbd2 Ba6 
8.Bxa6 Nxa6 9.c3 e5 10.Qe1 Nd5 
11.N$5 exd4 12.exd4 e5 13.fxe5 [ 
Is that a hanging piece on $5 or a 
diabolical trap? Discretion may be 
the better part of valor, but a piece 
is a piece is a piece.] dxe5 14.Ndf3 
exd4 15.Nxd4 Ne5 16.Qg3 Qd7 
17.Qh4 h6 18.Ndf3 Rae8 19.Nh3 
Re4 20.053 Nd3 21.Nf2 Nxf2 


Continued on page 27 





Spring Berkeley Results 


March 97 (59 players) 


Place 






Class 
2000+ 


Score 


2.0 


Name 


Peter Thiel 











| st 







| 700—2000 Ist Andrew Handler 3.0 
1400-1700 Ist Kurt Jacobs 3.0 
Unr-|400 Ist Monty Peckham 35 














April 97 (55 players) 


Place 









Class 


2000+ Ist-2nd Robin Cunningham 1.5 
Ist-2nd Peter Thiel bS 


Name Score 





















| 700-2000 Ist-4th Craig Andries 2.0 
Ist—4th David Goldfarb 2.0 
Ist—4th Juan Herrera 2.0 






Ist—4th Damon Mosk-Aoyama 2.0 


1400-1700 Ist-2nd Philip Freihofner 3.0 
Ist-2nd Dwight Kearney 3.0 


Unr-1400 Ist-2nd Bret Rohmer 3.0 
Ist-2nd Adam Baraz 3.0 
















May 97 (72 players) 


Place 





Class Name 














2000+ Ist Andy Lee 2.0 
1700-2000  lst-6th Joshua Standig 2.0 
Ist-6th Craig Andries 20 

Ist-6th Tom Lama ZU 

Ist-6th Mariusz Krubnik 2.0 

Ist-6th Mansur Saca 2.0 

Ist-6th Juan Herrera p 






1400-1700 Ist Brendan Brit 4.0 
Unr—| 400 Ist Santiago Lozano 40 







Tournament Directors: Alan Glasscoe, 
David Goldfarb, and Kurt Jacobs 
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An excellent turnout of 94 
players competed for $1500 in 
prizes at the 18th Livermore 
Open held May 3rd and 4th. 


One of the best games 
from this event follows. 


Robin Cunningham (2404)- 
Don Shennum (2021) 
Livermore Open, 1997 Rd. I 


Notes by Alan Stein 


1.Nf3 Nf6 2.c4 c6 3.d4 d6 
4.83 Nbd7 5.Bg2 e5 6.dxe5 
dxe5 7.Nc3 Bb4?! 


Since Black should not 
give away this bishop, he loses 
a tempo after a2-a3. 


8.Qc2 O-O 9.0-0! Re8 
10.a3 Bf8 


By delaying a3 one move, 
White suceeds in tricking 
Black into the time-intensive 
B-f8-g7 maneuver. It seems 
that Black should choose the 
counter-intuitive 10...Be7, 
blocking his rook, but allowing 
...Nf8, ...h6, and ...Be6/g4, 
completing his development 
ASAP. 
11.Rd1 Qc7 12.b3 a5 13.e3 
g6 

White should have consid- 
ered 12. b4 as now Black could 


make 10...Bf8 work with 
13...Nce5. 


14.Bb2 Bg7 15.Rd2 NfS 
16.Nh4 Be6 











by Don Wolitzer and Alan Stein 


18th Livermore Open 
May 3-4, 1997 


Open Section 


Class Place Name Rating Score Prize 
Ist-4th Robin Cunningham 2404 3.5 $121 
Jonathan Baker 2319 3.5 $121 
Marc Ghannoum 2250 35 $121 


Vinay Bhat 2799. 33$ 191 


U2100 Ist-3rd Tim Kokesh 204| 30 $80 
Don Shennum 202124 5i st SBU 


Julie Vizcaino L39Q. 3,0. *c$80 


Reserve (Under 1900) 


Class Place Name Rating Score Prize 
Ist-2nd Gilbert Chambers 1770 3.5 $150 


Todd McFarren [890012345 $150 


3rd—5th Teri Lagier Pee 50 $20 
Michael Schick ire. 30 S20 


Ursula Foster 1 706-2°3.0'=$20 


U |700 Ist Dwight Kearney 1658 3.0 $135 


2nd-6th Ralph Melendez 1693 25 $16 
Rodell Mapp font 29- PG 
Steve Moca Lotto Logie A 
Alan Howe I537 usn ub L5 


John Meadows (So. ate be 


Booster (Under 1500) 


Name 


Ist John Goudy 


Class Place Rating Score Prize 


Loe D $90 


2nd-3rd Keith Yost 


Roy McCollough 


[409 "35 ' $55 
ous 0^ Boe 
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17.Rad1! 


White patiently builds his 
position before attacking. 


17...RadS 18.Na4 Ng4 


Black is having trouble 
guarding the e5-pawn, threat. 
ened by 19. Rxd8 Rxd8 20. 
Rxd8 Qxd8 21. Bxe5. The 
troubles are due to the earlier 
loss of time, giving White a 
small lead in development, 
which he uses to attack at an 
inconvienent moment. 
19.Nc5 Bc8 20.Ne4 Ne6 
21.Nd6 


White achieves his major 
strategic objective, occupation 
of d6. 


21...RfS 22.c5 f5 23.Qc4 
Kh8 24.h3 Nh6 25.Nf3 


White forces Black to 
open the position when he is 
unprepared for battle. 


25...e4 26.Bxg7 Nx$7 
27.Ng5 Rd7 


White is winning. Watch 
for the excellent conversion of 
advantage on moves 28-32. 
The strong d6-knight is traded 
for ownership of the d-file, ac- 
tivation of the light bishop, and 
infiltration into Black’s camp. 


28.Bf1 Re7 29.Nxc8! Rxc8 
30.Qd4 Nf7 31.Nxf7 Rxf7 
32.Be4 Re7 33.Qf6 Rcee8 
34.Rd6 


Black is nearly in 
zugzwang, and cracks. 


34...Qc8? 35.Bf7 Rxf7 
36.Qxf7 Rf8 37.Qe7 ReS 
38.Rd8, Black resigns. 


A strategic game of which 
both players should be proud. 
Only excellent play by White 
overcame solid defense by 
Black. 
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Down in Monterey 


With deference to Eric Burden, chess is a happenin' 
thing down on the Central Coast! 


Tournaments are held on a regular basis by orga- 
nizer Ted Yudacufski at the Monterey Chess Center on 
Alvarado Street. Ted is a long time icon in tournament 
directing and was named a NTD in the mid-seventies by 
the USCF. He has ably directed and assisted at numer- 
ous regional and national events here in California. The 
Monterey Chess Center has been in continuous opera- 
tion on Alvarado Street in downtown Monterey for some 
25 years. Ted Yudacufski can be reached at (408) 646- 
8730 


Some recent tournament results follow, all played 
in the City by the Bay" —the other one! 


A game a week tournament began on April 23, 1997. 
It eneded in a three-way tie for first at 3-1 with Carl 
Sloan (1573) of Monterey, FM Peter Yu (2236) of Marina 
and Tom Thrush (2178) of Monterey. Sloan scored a 
short 22 move win against Yu in Round 2 and drew with 
Thrush in Round 3. 


On March 30, 1997 a 3 round Swiss 
was held. Peter Yu (2236), Daniel 
Burkhard (2231) of Aptos and Duncan 
Oxley (1481) of Marina all finished at 2.5- 
(.5 to tie for first in the Premier Section. 
Oxley's fine result included a draw with 
Alejandro Garamendi (1932) of Pebble 
Beach in round 1 and a win against Chris 


by Tom Thrush 





1 
I 
is 
EB 

Š 
H 








Alejand Garamendi and FM Peter Yu at the Monterey 
Chess Genter. From looking at the pieces it's hard to 


tell who’s in charge here! Photo by Tom Thrush. 


Come down to Monterey anytime for 21.Re7 Rg6 22.Bxg6 1-0 
the ambiance of the chess scene and the Chris Black (2034)- 
many other varied interests the Monterey 
Peninsula offers. Beware, however, of the 
under-2000 Monterey County players. 
They are after your rating points as the 
following two games prove! 


Duncan Oxley (1481) 
Monterey Weekly (April 97), Rd 2 
1.c4 Nf6 2.Nc3 e6 3.Nf3 b6 4.83 Bb7 
5.Bg2 d5 6.exd5 exd5 7.0-0 Nbd7 8.d3 
Rc8 9.e4 dxe4 10.Ng5 Be7 11.d4 Nd5 


Black (2034) of Sunnyvale in round 2.In Carl Sloan (1573)-FM Peter Yu (2236) 12.Nexe4 N7f6 13.Nxf6+ Bxf6 14.Rel« 


the concurrent ‘Reserve Section’, Alan Monterey Weekly (April 97), Rd 2 Be7 15.Qh5 $6 16.Qh6 f6 17.Q87 

Howe (1632) of San Jose took top honors 4 à4 Ntc 2 c4 6 3.Nc3 B7 4.e4 d6 17.Nxh7 Kf7 18.Bh3 f5 19.Bxf5 éxf5 

"Uhaline 2,5-0.5.score. 5.Nf3 0-0 6.Be2 e5 7.h3 Ne6 S.Be3 Nh5 — 20.Qh5« Kg7 21.Bh6« Kxh7 22.Re6 and 
Another game a week tournament 9.dxe5 dxe5 10.Nd5 f5 11.exf5 gxf5 where is Black's defense to mate? 


began on March 19, 1997. It resulted ina 12.Nxe5 
tie between Peter Yu (2236) and Alejandro 
Garamendi (1932) with 3.5-0.5 scores. Yu 


and Garamendi drew their individual en- Ttt: D 7^ ®t 
A AM AA 7 7 


Bam m f 
" GINA 


counter in Round 4. Finishing tied for 3rd 
at 3-1 were Carl Sloan (1573) and Robert 
Greenwood (1076) of Carmel. 


A one day 3 round swiss was held on 
February 23, 1997. Finishing 3-0 was Tom 
Thrush (2175). Top rated FM Peter Yu 
(2236) was a victim of two upsets. FM Yu 


E Bw 





M^ "uU 
7 2m 
$ ; 


4 
Y 
Z 








(analysis diagram after 22.Re6) 





lost to Alejandro Garamendi (1932) in Nxe5 13.Bxh5 Nxc4 14.0-0 Nxb2 17...Kd7 18.Ne6 Q$8 19.0h6 Bf8 
ey l and to Chris Black (1958) in 15.Qf3 c6 16.Nf4 Qe7 17.Racl Qe4 20.0d2 Bb4 21.Qd1 Bxel 22.Qxel 
ound 2. 18.083 Bd7 19.Bc5 Rf6 20.Rfe1 Qa4 Qxe6 0-1 
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John 
o | N 
34th Arthur B Stamer Memorial Visalia Spring Picnic | us 
June 13-15, 1997 May 31, 1997 | A 
Mechanics Institute, San Francisco Blaine Park, Visalia | m 
pí8 1t 
' — ]8.Raé 
Place Name Score Prize Class Place Name Score |  N6d7; 
! Q2Ne 
| N52 
i. 4 EE ES dE 45 $350 Quad &| st Darren Russell — 30-00 | | Mad 
2nd PaulWhitehead 40 $53 | AS 
ard Walter Shipman 40 $53 Quad #2 Ist-3rd — Herman Bewvill 2.0-0.0 ET 
|y R F 40 53 Ist-3rd Jon Cobbs 2.0-0.0 | (238 
j PRU MES A» Ist-3rd Keith Yost 20-00 | , 40.Rx 
Ist A Steven Krasnov 3.0 $25 -— ed 
; ) eeg ¢ 
Ist B Felix Rudyak 3.0.6 S430 Ist | Lee Tae Hyung 3.0-00 47.Qd 
Ist C Thomas Ross 35 $125 2nd Susann Klenner — 20-10 | 
Ist-2nd D  Latrael Eagles 2.0 $50 
Ist-2nd D Alex Isenstadt 2.0 $50 Beginners Ist | Dios Omandam 4.0-0.0 1 
Best Unr Gennadiy Fomin 32 $75 2nd jacob Bakhoum 3.5-0.5 | 
Best Jr Philip Wang 40 Trophy 3rd Robert Fajardo 3.0-1.0 | 
3rd -Irish Edwards 3.0-1.0 | 
This five round Swiss was played at the Mechan- | "nme 
ics Institute Chess Club with a total prize fund of Best K-3 Jeremy Russell 0-30 | | 
$1500. There were 23 prize winners out of 73 | 
players. Noteworthy was the performance of The new tournament site of Blaine Park drew uni- : 
Senior Master Paul Whitehead who returned to formly favorable reviews from the 35 players. The TDs | dd c 
the fray after an absence of ten years and tied for were Allan Fifield and Darren Russell. | 4exds 
second. Chief TD and organizer Mike Goodall was | WI 
assisted by Joan Arbil of the Mechanics Institute. | 12.Nd 
| à Mp = 15.Bg 
As Mike generously comments, "Joan Arbil did Lowest Prices Anywhere! ^ Dh. 
most of the work! ag 6$ 
— Report submitted by Mike Goodal Chess Software: M-Chess Pro-6; | 
Genius-5; Fritz-4 | e | 
Saitek Chess Clocks (state of the art) | e 
: AN, 
Tournament organizers are encour- W. C. (Bill) Haines 
aged to submit tournament reports e-mail: whaines277@aol.com | 
for publication in the California Toll Free Phone: (888)-CHESS06 


Chess Journal. 


Lowest Prices Anywhere! 
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Games from the Linklater Invitational 


John Grefe-Richard Lobo 
Round |, ECO El4 


1.04 Nf6 2.Nf3 e6 3.c4 b6 4.e3 
Bb7 5.Bd3 Be7 6.0-O O-O 
7Nc3 c5 8.d5 exd5 9.exd5 d6 
10.e4 Nbd7 11.Bf4 Nh5 12.Be3 
36 13.44 Re8 14.Nd2 $6 15.f4 

Bí8 16.03 Qe7 17.Khl Bg7 
i Rael Nhfé 19.Bf2 Nf8 20.Nc4 
N6d7 21.B$3 Bxc3 22.bxc3 b5 
74 Ne3 c4 24.Bc2 h5 25.0d1 
Ne5 26.65 Rac8 27.axb5 axb5 
28.exd6 Qxd6 29.f5 Qd7 30.fxg6 
[x66 31.0d4 Qg7 32. Of4 Nd3 
33.BBxd3 exd3 34.e4 bxe4 
35.Bh4 c3 36.Bf6 Od7 37.Bd4 
c2 38.0f6 Oh7 39.Bc3 c1-Q 
40.Rxcl Rxe3 41.Rb1 Re7 
42.0d4 Rd8 43.d6 Re4 44.Qf6 
Ree8 45.Rxb7 Nd7 46.Qd4 Rf8 
47.0d5« Rf7 
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48.Rxd7 1-0 


Burt Izumikawa- 
Omar Cartagena 
Round |, ECO D07 


1.d4 d5 2.c4 Nce6 3.Ne3 Nf6 
4.exd5 Nxd5 5.e4 Nxe3 6.bxc3 
e5 7.d5 Nb8 8.Nf3 Bd6 9.Be2 
Nd7 10.0-O O-O 11.Rb1 Ne5 
12.Nd2 {5 13.Bf3 b6 14.c4 f4 
15.Bg4 Qh4 16.Bxc8 Raxc8 
17.Ba3 £3 18.Nxf3 Oxe4 19.Bxc5 
Bxe5 20.0a4 Of4 21.Rbd1 Bd6é 
22.Nd2 Be5 23.Nf3 Rf6 24.Qd7 
Ref8 25.Kh1 e4 26.Ng1 Qe5 
27.44 Rxf4 28.Rxf4 Qxf4 
29.0e64. Kh8 30.Re1 e3 31.Nf3 
Qxc4 32.h3 Qxa2 33.Ne5 Of2 
34.Nd3 Qg3 0-1 
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Thomas Wolski-Ronald Cusi 
Round |, ECO B33 


1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 exd4 
4 Nxd4 Nf6 5.Ne3 e5 6.Ndb5 d6 
7.Bg5 a6 8.Na3 b5 9.Bxf6 gxf6 
10.Nd5 f5 11.exf5 Bxf5 12.c3 
Bg7 13.Ne2 O-O 14.Nce3 Be6 
15.Bd3 f5 16.Bc2 Ne7 17.Nxe7+ 
Qxe7 18.Bxf5 Rxf5 19.Nxf5 Q$5 
20.Ng3 d5 21.0-O Rb8 22.a4 e4 
23.axb5 axb5 24.f4 Qh6 25.Ra6 
Rd8 26.Nf5 





26...Bxf5 27.Rxh6 Bxh6 1-0 


Burt Izumikawa- 
Thomas Wolski 
Round 3, ECO B56 


1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 exd4 
4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 No6 6.Be3 e5 
7.Nb3 Be7 8.f3 a5 9.Bb5 O-O 
10.0d2 Na7 11.Ba4 Be6 12.Qf2 
QbS8 13.Nxa5 Re8 14.Nb3 d5 
15.exd5 Bxd5 16.Ne5 Be4 
17.Bb3 b5 18.N3e4 Nd5 19.Nd7 
Qb7 20.Nxe5 Nxe3 21.Qxe3 
Qc7 22.Nd3 f5 23.Ng3 f4 
24.Qxf4 Bd6 25.Q¢4 Bxb3 
26.cxb3 Bxg3+ 27.hxg3 Re8+ 
28.Kd2 Rad8 29.Rhel Rxel 
30.Rxel Ne6 31.Qe64 Kf8 
32.Re4 Nd4 33.Qe5 Qc2+ 
34.Ke3 Qe2+ 
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35.Kf4 Qd24 36.K$4 No6 
37.Q0¢5+ Kg8 38.Qxc6 h5+ 
39.Kh3 Qxd3 40.Re8+ Kh7 
41.Rxd8 Qxd8 42.Qxb5 Kh6 
43.Qc6+ g6 44.Qc3 Qdl 
45.Qh8+ Kg5 46.f4+ Kf5 
47.Qe5# 1-0 





1997 Linklater champion 
Burt Izumikawa quietly 
prepares for victory 


Omar Cartagena- 
Richard Lobo 
Round 4, ECO B52 


1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 d6 3.Bb5+ Bd7 
4.Bxd7+ Qxd7 5.0-O Nc6 6.c3 
Nf6 7.Re1 e6 8.d4 cxd4 9.cxd4 
d5 10.e5 Ne4 11.Be3 Be7 12.Re2 
O-O 13.Ne1 f6 14.f3 Ng5 15.exf6 
Bxf6 16.Nc3 Nf7 17.f4 Nd6 
18.Nf3 Rf7 19.Bf2 h6 20.Qd3 
Re8 21.Rae1 Rff8 22.a3 b6 23.g4 
Bd8 24.Bg3 Ne4 25.g5 hxg5 
26.Nxg5 Bxg5 27.fxg5 Nd6 
28.Bxd6 Qxd6 29.Qh3 Nxd4 
30.86 
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30...Nxe2+ 31.Rxe2 Rf4 32.Nb5 
Qc5+ 33.Kg2 Qxb5 34.Rxe6 
Qxb2-4 0-1 








John Grefe-Burt Izumikawa 
Round 5, ECO A05 
1.Nf3 Nf6 2.b3 e6 3.Bb2 Be7 


PI9yr4 uel 


4.e3 b6 5.d4 Bb7 6.Bd3 O-O 
7.O-O c5 8.e4 exd4 9.exd4 d5 
10.Nec3 Nbd7 11.Qe2 Re8 
12.Radl1 Re8 13.h3 Qc7 14.Qe3 
QbS8 15.Ne5 NfS 16.$4 dxc4 
l7.bxe4 N6d7 18.f4 Nxe5 
19.fxe5 Ng6 20.Ne4 Qc7 21.Rd2 
Ba6 22.Re2 Qd7 23.Qf2 Rf8 
24.65 Nxe5 25.Qg3 Nxd3 
26.Nf6+ Bxf6 27.gxf6 g6 
28.0xd3 Re5 29.Qe3 Rh5 
30.Rf4 Re8 31.d5 exd5 32.Kh2 
Re8 33.083 dxe4 34.Rd4 Qc6 
35.Red2 Bb7 0-1 
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Thomas Wolski- 
Richard Lobo 
Round 6, ECO B56 


1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 exd4 
4. Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nce3 No6 6.Be3 
e6 7.{3 Be7 8.Qd2 a6 9.84 
Nxd4 10.Qxd4 e5 11.0d2 Be6 
12.0-O-O Re8 13.$5 Nd7 
14.Nd5 Bxd5 15.exd5 Ne5 
16.h4 O-O 17.Bh3 Re7 18.h5 
b5 19.Bf5 a5 20.Rd$1 b4 
21.Kb1 a4 22.Bxh7+ Kxh7 
23.86+ Kg8 24.h6 fxg6 25.hxg7 
Kxg7 26.Bxo5 $5 27.Qd3 Rh8 
28.Bb6 1-0 


Ronald Cusi- 
Omar Cartagena 
Round 6, ECO A24 


1.c4 Nf6 2.Nc3 $6 3.83 B$7 
4.Bg2 O-O 5.e3 d6 6.Nge2 e5 
7.0-O Ne6 8.d3 Be6 9.Nd5 
Qd7 10.Rb1 Bh3 11.b4 Bxg2 
12.Kxg2 Nxd5 13.exd5 Ne7 
14.e4 c6 15.dxc6 Nxc6 16.b5 
Nd4 17.Nxd4 exd4 18.Qb3 
Rfe8 19.Bd2 Re5 20.a4 Re8 
21.Rbel Rh5 22.Rh1 d5 23.f3 
dxe4 24.dxe4 Qh3+ 25.Kf2 
Be5 26.Qd3 $5 27.84 Bxh2 
28.Qf1 Qg3+ 29.Ke2 Rxe4+ 
30.fxe4 d3+ 31.Kd1 Oxg4+ 
32.Kel Bg3+ 0-1 
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7 Hlawed Look at the Chigoriu 


Reviewed by Eric Schiller 


The Chigorin’s Queen’s Gambit: Opening Secrets from the founder of the Russian School of Chess by Angus Dunnington 
American Batsford Chess Library, An ICE Book, 1996, $20.95. ISBN: |1-879479—46-X. 


This new study of the Chigorin Defense is a welcome addition to the literature, but it does suffer from a typical flaw in modem 
books. The author relies on a database and has failed to consult a lot of relevant literature, including my own 1991 book on the 
subject. The problem with this approach is that many pieces of important analysis which have not found their way into actual 


games is overlooked. 


The problems caused by this oversight are more pronounced when dealing with unorthodox openings, where the actual games 
tend to be played lower-ranked players. Dunnington does include much of John Watson’s brilliant analysis from his 1980 book, but 
there has been a lot of material written since then, including a highly influential article by Mare Leski in our own California Chess 


Journal. 

I present two important varia- 
tions below, which each involve 
an early ...e5 by Black. Here I 
add research material from my 
own library and database to that 
provided by Dunnington. This is 
drawn from a draft of my Unor- 
thodox Chess Openings, to be 
published in late 1997 by 
Cardoza. Most of the analysis is 
available online at http://www. 
chessworks.com/analysis/ 
analysis. htm. 

If you have any interest in this 
opening, you should certainly 
buy The Chigorin Queen’s 
Gambit. If you are gong to play 
it in serious events, however, 
you will have to do some more 
research and consult other lit- 
erature. 

Queen’s Gambit Refused 
Chigorin: Tartakower Gambit 
[D07] 

1.d4 d5 2.c4 Nc6 





The Chigorin Defense has not 
had an advocate at a high level 
of chess since Mikhail Chigorin 
at the turn of the century, and 
no World Champion had ever 
shown it much respect. Euwe 
described it as “A rather unusual 
defence which can yield good 


results only if White makes a 
premature attempt to sieze the 
advantage.” The opening is a bit 
unorthodox in that Black places 
a knight on c6, blocking the c- 
pawn which usually advances 
quickly in the Closed Games. 
For the purposes of our unortho- 
dox investigations the lines with 
an early ...e5, often involving 
gambit play, are of more inter- 
est than the old lines with ...B$4 
or ...dxc4. In this and the next 
section we will look at this radi- 
cal strategy. 
3.Nc3 e5 

The main line has been 
3...B$4, but that has taken a lot 
of pounding in recent decades, 
and Tartakower’s move has 
come to be viewed as a last sal- 
vation for Black. 





4.cxd5 

This is White’s most promis- 
ing move. 4.dxe5 is an interest- 
ing option for White. I managed 
to outplay six-time United States 
Champion Walter Browne as 
Black in the 1991 United States 
Blitz Championship but the po- 
sition after 4...d4 5.Nd5 Be6 
6.e4 dxe3 7.Bxe3 Nxe5 8.Nf3 


Nxf3+ 9.Oxf3 c6 10.Nc3 (10.Nf4 
is a losing blunder: 10...Bb4+ 
11.Ke2 Bxc4+ was another game 
from the same event, where my 
opponent had to resign.) 
10...Bb4 (10...Qa5!?) 11.Rd1 
Qa5 12.Bd4 f6 13.a3 Be7 14.Be2 
was objectively better for 
White.; 4.e3 is unambitious and 
Black gets a good game quickly. 
4...Bb4 5.Bd3 exd4 6.exd4 Nxd4 
7.Bd2 Qe7+ 8.Kfl Nf6 gave 
Black the advantage in Uusi- 
Lahtinen, Finland Team Cham- 
pionship 1997. 
4...Nxd4 5.e3 Nf5 6.¢e4 

This is the most aggressive 
move and it is surprising that 
Dunnington dismisses it without 
analysis. 6.Nf3 Bd6 is another 
way to handle the position. 





7.e4 is considered best, even 
though White has wasted a 
tempo. True, Black cannot re- 
treat the knight to d6, but is that 
really a problem? 7...Nfe7 8.Be2 
This is the only move considred 
by Dunnington, but there are 
several alternatives which ahve 
been tried. (8.Bb5+ Bd7 9.Qb3 
Nf6 10.Bxd7+ Qxd7 11.Qxb7 0- 
0 12.0-0 N$6 is Polak-Omelka, 


Moravian Championship 1996 
Here instead of 13.006?! White 
should play 13.Rd1 with an ai. 


vantage.; 8.Qb3 Nf6 9.Bg5 Nd? | 


10.0-0-0 0-0 11.Qc2 a6 12.Nd? 
66 13.Nc4 f6 gave Black no seri. 
ous problems in Zoebisch- 
Stuhlik, Vienna 1996.; S.Be3Nfi 


9.h3 0-0 10.Be2 a6 11.0-0 Ns6 | 


didn't bring White much in 
Mincsovics—Mester, Bajnok 
1996.) 8...a6 9.a4 B$4 10.NQ 


Bxe2 11.Qxe2 Nf6 12.Nc4 aw | 
White the more comfortable | 
$ame in Lautier-Meulders, Lyon. | 


Zonal 1990. Still, had Black 
played 12...Ng6 13.0-0 0-0 isis 
not easy to see how White can 
improve the position, and 
Dunninéton's claim that 
“White’s extra space and more 
active pieces guarantee a lasting 
advantage.” I think that it is hard 
for Black to play with ambition 
here, but defense should not be 
too difficult. 

6...Nd6 7.Nf3 





White is certainly better here, 
and the present game served à 
the illustration for White's best 
play in this variation in my 1991 
book on the Chigorin. 
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7.Qh5 Qe7 8. Nf3 Nf6 9.Oxe5 

\fxe4 10.Nxe4 Nxe4 11.Bb5+ 
a 12.Bxd7+ Kxd7 13.Qf5+ 
Kd8 14.0-0 Nd6 15.Qc2 Qe4 
16.0d1 Be? 17.Rel O¢4 18.h3 
Qh5 19. Qb3 b6 20.Ne5 Re8 
?1.Bf4 f6 22.84 Qh4 23.Nc6+ 
Kd7 24.Bxd6 Bxd6 25.Nb84 Kd8 
26.0b5 1-0 H. Pihlajasalo-J. 
Pystynen, Finland 1997. 
7..Bg4 8.Qa4« Bd7 9.Qb3 f6 
10.Be3 

White is developing in com- 
fort, but Black’s pieces make an 
ugly impression. 
10...Ne7 11.Re1 Nec8 

Necessary, if Black wants to 
castle. 
12.Bd3 Be7 13.0-0 0-0 

Ruwe suggests 13...a6 here. 
14.Nb5 Bxb5 15.Bxb5 


Faw BW 
Tif £ 
y X 


z GY 
gini 4 gs 
pm dnm. 
Rh 4. dU du 


/7 Uu ZHS 


This is a crucial position for 





the evaluation of the line. If 


Black now played 15...Nf7 and 


16...Ned6, the position would 
not look so bad to me. Euwe, 
however, felt that Black should 
slide the king into the corner 
instead. 

15...Nxb5? 

Tartakower's choice was clearly 
wrong. 15...Kh8 16.Bd3 f5 17.0c2 
is Euwe's line, where White stands 
better thanks to the pressure on the 
c-file and on the b1-h7 diagonal. 
16.d64 Rf7 

16...Kh8 17.dxe7 Qxe7 18.Qxb5 
gives White an extra piece. 
17.dxe7 Qd7? 

Another error. 17...Qe8 was 
better, even if Black’s position 
would still be undesirable. 
18.Rfd1 Ned6 

18...Nbd6? 19.Qxb7 Nxb7 
20.Rxd7 Rxe7 21.Rxe7 Nxe7 
22.Rxc7 and one horse falls. 
19.a4 Nd4 20.Bxd4 exd4 
21.e5! 

This leads to the win of mate- 
rial, and then Euwe displayed his 
technical skills to bring the point 
home in Euwe-Tartakower, 
Nottingham 1936. 


Queen's Gambit Refused 
Chigorin: Lazard Gambit [D07] 


1.Nf3 Nc6 2.d4 d5 3.c4 e5 












EUIUSEAM 
Phan B E 
Vi, M 
UIS, o "E 
TN dns Dn i 


n niat 





a 





c^ 





nS NW 





X 


The Lazard Gambit is one of 
the most interesting lines in the 
Chigorin Defense to the Queen’s 
Gambit. Black offers a pawn to 
facilitate development. White 
must be careful not to over-ex- 
tend. American Weaver Adams 
contributed heavily to the 
theory of the variation.I really 
don’t understand Dunnington’s 
treatment of this line. He con- 
siders capturing with the pawn 
to be correct and dismisses the 
capture with the knight. 
4.Nxe5 

4.dxe5 Bb4+ Black can trans- 
pose to the Albin Countergambit 
with 4...d4, but the check is 
stronger. 5.Bd2 This is consid- 
ered the strongest move. 
(5.Nbd2 dxc4 6.a3 Ba5 7.Qc2 
b5 S.b3 Nd4 9.Nxd4 Qxd4 
10.Rb1 Ne7 11.e3 QxeS5 12.bxc4 
Bf5 13.Qb2 was played in 





Fedorowicz—Boissonet, Buenos 
Aires 1991. 13...Qxb2 14.Rxb2 
bxc4 15.Bxc4 is evaluated as a 
bit better for White by 
Dunnington, who does note that 
Black’s active pieces provide 
some counterplay. I think the 
position is dead even after 
15...Rd8 with annoying pres- 
sure at d2. White gets nothing 
by invading the seventh rank: 
16.Rb7 Bb6 17.Bb2 0-0 18.Bc3 
Rb8 is one simple plan for Back.) 
5...dxc4 and White has tried 
many plans, but the advance of 
the e-pawn is the most logical 
move. 


A) 6.e4 Be6 7.Qcl Qer 
8.Bxb4 Oxb4+ 9.Nbd2 0-0-0 
gives Black the advantage, for 
example 10.Bxc4 Bxc4 11.Qxc4 
Nxe5 12.0xb4 Nd3+ 13.Ke2 
Nxb4 14.Rhd1 (14.Rhcl Ne7 
15.Ne5 Rhf8 16.a3 Nbc6 
17.Nxc6 Nxcé is also good for 
Black, Stuart-Sarapu, New 
Zealand Championship 1987.) 
14...Ne7 15.N$5 Rdf8 16.f4 h6 
17.Ngf3 {5 with an active game 
for Black, Vasiukov—Welling, 
Eindhoven 1986; 


B) 6.e3! 


Continued on page 28 


CHESS INSTRUCTORS WANTED FOR SEPTEMBER 


For elementary school children in the East Bay Area. Must be good 
with kids, which especially includes being able to keep order in a 
classroom of up to 20 kids. Should have a USCF rating and be 


willing to teach from the lesson plans provided by the Berkeley 


Chess School. 


Job is part time, minimum one hour per week, 2:00 pm or later, 


$20.00 per hour lesson. 


Own transportation is essential 


Contact Elizabeth Shaughnessy 


*The Berkeley Chess School" 


510-843-0150 for further details. 
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USCF: Why One 
Member, One Vote? 


By GM Larry Evans 


Because it’s the right thing to do. 


Unless you are one of the USCF’s 400 voting members, you have no say. 
The current system requires that you pay to join a separate state organization 
in order to vote for a slate of electors. who in turn pick the seven-member 
board that governs our federation. It is a fact that non-USCF members have 
voted or served as delegates while dues-paying members, who don’t belong to 
any state affiliate, are denied any voice whatever. 


Officers are not chosen through an authentic democratic process. Cam- 
paigns are conducted via private phone calls among the old boy network and 
messages are often tailored to what the person on the other end of the line 
wants to hear. 


The quality of these campaigns is notoriously low, and the mudslinging is 
awful. Many successful businessmen take one look at the USCF political arena 
and decide they have better things to do with their time. Hence the same faces 
year after year. Hence musical chairs on the policy board. Hence the radical 
under-performance of our elected officials, who serve without pay. 


The Federation desperately needs new blood, and we will never get it 
under the present inbred system. But the attitude of the ruling clique boils 
down to this: You are good enough to pay your dues and most definitely good 
enough to buy books and merchandise from the USCF, but you are too igno- 
rant to vote directly for seven members of the policy board. 
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In our last issue, we discussed how f7 was 
the weakest square on the board for the Black 
player before castling. For the White player, 
the weakest square on the board before cas- 
ding is f2. In the following game played be- 
tween two third graders, note how Black 
quickly creates a mating attack on f2 when 
the White player fails to developed his pieces 
quickly and overlooks threats to his f2 square. 


M. Ott-H. Gelb 
2nd Annual PS.C., Rd | 


1.e4 eS 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.c3?! 


This is unnecessarily slow; stronger here is 
3.Bb5 or 3.d4 immediately. 


3...Be5 4.Ng5? 


Moving a piece more than once in the open- 
ing can’t be best; White’s other pieces want 
“firsts” before anyone gets “seconds”. Anyway, 
White here isn’t even looking at Black’s choices 
since g5 is a square controlled by Black’s queen! 


4...Qxg5 5.h3? 


This is another unnecessary pawn move. In- 
stead 5.d4! by attacking Black's bishop on c5 
with the d-pawn and the black queen on $5 with 
White's bishop on c1 would regain the piece for 
White 
5...Qf6 


Black threatens mate on f2. 
6.Bc4?? 


White still doesn't look at Black's choices be- 
fore moving and so pays the ultimate price. 


6...Qxf2 checkmate. 


Beginning players with the White pieces 
should always keep one eye focused on 
threats to the f2-square until their king is 
safely castled. 
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Readers’ 


Mark Pinto- Thomas Wolski 
97 LERA Memorial Day. Rd 2 
Notes by Wolski 


1.e4 c5 2.Nc3 Nc6 3.f4 $6 
4.Nf3 Bg7 5.Bb5 

This line is quite popular 
in the Bay Area, but if Black 
knows what he's doing, he has 
at least equal chances. I now 
followed the game J.Polgar- 
Topalov, Dortmund 1996. 


5. Nd4 6.Bd3 d6 7.Nxd4 
exd4 8.Ne2 Nf6 9.Nxd4?! 


9.0-0 0-0 10.Qe1 Nd7 was 
played in the above mentioned 
game J.Polgar-Topalov where 
Black got a great position only 
to blunder it away a few moves 
later. 


9...Nxe4 10.Bxe4 Bxd4 
11.0f3 Qb6 12.c3 Bg7 13.d4 
e6 14.24 14...£5! 15.Bd3 0-0 
16.45 Qc7 17.0-0 Bd7 

18.Be3 RfeS 19.Rfel 19...a6 
20.d5 e5 21.Bb6 Qc8 22.Qf1 
Re? 23.Re3?! Bh6! 24.83 


Weakening White’s king- 
side. 


24,..Qf8 25.Rael Rae8 
26.Qh3! 26...Bc8 


I wanted to make 26...g5 
work and spent quite a bit of 
time looking at it, but then 
spotted the following line and 
preferred to keep my king safe. 


26...85?! 27.fxe5 f4 28.e6! 


fxe3 29.Rf1 Q$7 30.exd7 Rxd7 
31.Bd4. 


27.R3e2 B87 28.022 Bd7 
29.Bc7 exf4 


Naturally I reject his draw 
offer and play against the weak 
14- and d5-pawns. 


30.8xf4 Ba4! 31.Bb6 Bb3 


Now my next move was 
going to be ...Qf7. 
J2.Rxe7 





32.Re6 QfT7. 


32...Rxe7 33.Re6 Rxe6 
34.dxe6 Qe7 35.c4 QOxe6 
36.Qxb7 Bxc4 


Everything is magically 
protected. 
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37.Qb8+ Bf8 38.Bxc4 Oxc4 
39.Bd8 Qcl+ 40.Kg2 Qd2+ 
41.Kf3 Qd3+ 42.Kg2 Qe2+ 
43.Kg1 Qg4+ 44.Kf2 Qxf4+ 
45.Kel Qe3+ 46.Kf1 d5 

The queen covers b3 and 
e7. Now Black only needs to lib- 
erate the bishop. 


47.Bf6 Kf7 48.Be5 Be7 
49.Qc7 Qc5 50.Q0b6 Qc4+! 


And now White will lose 
the queen or the bishop. 0-1 


Thomas Wolski-Alan Stein 
97 LERA Memorial Day, Rd 3 
Notes by Wolski 


1.Nf3 d6 2.e4 Nf6 3.Nc3 c5 
4.d4 cxd4 5.Nxd4 e6 6.Be3 
a6 7.f3 b5 8.Qd2 Bb7 9.g4 
h6 10.0-0-0 Nc6 


10...Nbd7 is more conven- 
tional. 


11.h4 11...Qa5 12.Kb1 Nxd4 
13.Bxd4 b4 14.Ne2 e5 


14...d5 15.Bh3 dxe4?? 
16.Bxf6. 
15.Bf2 0-0-0 


Black is behind and needs 
to get the king out of the cen- 
ter. But queenside castling still 
surprised me quite a bit. How- 


Showcase 


ever, if 15...d5? then 16.Bh3! 
dxe4 17.g5 hxg5 18.hxg5 Rxh3 
19.$xf62. 

16.Bh3 Kb8 17.85 Nd7 
18.c3! 

I figured that opening the 
e-file was the best way to get to 
Black’s open king. After a little 
thought I rejected 18.a3? d5 
19.exd5 Nb6 


18...d5 


18...bxe3 19.Nxe3 Ned 
20.Qe3+. 


19.exd5 Nb6 20.cxb4 Bxb4 
21.Qe3+ Rxd5?! 


oie Kal. 


22.a3? 
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22.Rxd5 Bad». 23.224; 
22.Q0xb6 Qxb6 23.Bxb6 Rxd1- 
24.Rxd1 Bxf3 25.Rd7! I didn't 
see this move, mainly because 
I wanted to win a lot of mate- 
rial. But with Black's rook out 
of play and White's rook is on 
the seventh against the open 
king, Black would be com- 
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Continued from page 19 


22.Qxf2 Rfe8 23.Nd4 Nxc3 
24.bxc3 Rxd4 25.Be3 [25.Qxf7+ 
Qxf7 26.Rxf7 Kxf7 27.cxd4 
Bxd4+] 25...Rd3 26.Bf4 Bxc3 
27.Racl Bd4 28.Re7 Bxf2+ 
29.Rxf2 Rd1+ 0-1 
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pletely lost, e.g. 25...Bxe2 
26.Bg2+ Black cannot defend 
against the threat of Ra7 and 
Ra8 mate, e.g. 26...Ke8 27.Bh3 


Kb8 28.Ba7+. 
22...Bc5 23.Rxd5 Bxe3 
24. Rxa5 Bxf2 25.Rxe5 hxg5 


26.Rxg5 Bxf3 27.Rh2 Bxh4 
28.Rxg7 Be4« 29.Kal1 Rd8 
30.Nc3 


30.R$1 Rd2. 


30...Bg6 31.Be6 Bf6 32.Rxf7 
Bxf7 33.Bxf7 Bxc3 34.bxc3= 
Rd3= 35.Re2 Na4 1/2-1/2 


The game ended now after 
Stein’s draw offer. There was no 
reason to play on as Black 
would easily draw after the pos- 
sible 36.Be4 Rxc3 37.Rxe3 
Nxc3 38.Bxa6. 


6 PXDe GM. 


Don Forgie (1286)- 
Thomas Willis (1541) 
1997 National Open (Las Vegas) 
Siclian Defense 


1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 
4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.f4 e6 
1.Bd3 Be7 8.Be3 O-O 9.Qe2 
Nc6 10.Nxc6 bxe6 11.0-O-O 
Qa5 12.84 Nd7 13.85 Nc5? 
14.Bxc5 dxc5 15.h4 Rb8 
16.h5 Qb4 17.Kd2 e5 18.26 
fxg6 19.hxg6 Be6 20.Rxh7 
c4 21.Rh8+! 1-0 
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Position after 23.Nd4 
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6...Be6: 7.002 (7:43 
Bxd2+ 8.Nbxd2 b5 9.a4 a6 
10.Re1 NaS 11.Nd4 c5 
12.Nxe6 fxe6 13.084 Qe7 
14.Ne4 Nh6 15.Qf3 Rb8 
16.Nd6+ proved effective for 
White in one of the earliest 
games in this line, 
Apscheneek-Lazard, Paris 
Olympiad 1924.) 7...Qd5 
(7...b5 is suggested by 
Volkov and Dunnington says 
that it is worth considering. 
I am skeptical. 8.Nc3 a6 9.0- 
0-0 and the e4 square is par- 
ticularly invitin$, to be oc- 
cupied by knight or queen 
as required.) 8.Bxb4 Nxb4 
9.Qa4+ Ne6 10.Nc3 Qc5 
11.Nd4 Bd7 12.Qb5 Qxb5 
13.Nexb5 Nxd4 14.Nxd4 c5 
15.Nf3 (15.Nc2 b5 16.a4 
bxa4 17.Bxc4 Rb8 18.0-0-0 
and White is better, Klinger- 
Polzin, Oberwart 1992.) 
15...b5 16.a4 bxa4 17.Bxc4 
Ke7 18.Ng5 Nh6 19.0-0-0 
and Black’s pawns are 
weaker, Cvitan-Godena, 
Biel 1988; 4.exd5 Qxd5 
5.Nc3 Bb4 is already better 
for Black who has pressure 
at c3 and d4. 








A) 6.dxe5 Oxd1+ 7.Kxd1 
B$4 S.Bf4 (S.B$5 h6 9.Bd2 


0-0-0 10.Re1 Nge7 11.a3 . 


Bc5 12.Ne4 Bb6 13.b4 Rd5 
14.Kel RhdS 15.Bc3 N$6 
16.e6 f5 17.Ned2 f4 18.Nc4 
Bd4 19.Nxd4 Nxd4 M. 
Praszak—M. Mozny,Prague 
1990/1/2-1/2 [45]) 8...Bxc3 
9.bxc3 Nge7 10.e3 Ng6 
11.Be2 0-0 12.Rb1 Rad8+ 
13.Kel b6 14.Rel Bxf3 
15.gxf3 Nexe5 16.Bg3 Nd3+ 
17.Bxd3 Rxd3 18.Kc2 Rd7 
and Black had the better 
pawn structure in 
Daniuszewski-Lazard, Paris 
Olympaid 1924; 


B) 6.Bd2 6. ..Bxc3 7.Bxc3 





7...e€4 (7...NSe7 comes 
into consideration.) 8.Nd2! 
This is the only move to 
maintain equality, though 
Black can already be pleased 
with the result of the open- 
ing. 8...e3!? is now good. 
9.fxe3 Nf6 10.Qb3 (10.Nf3° 
0-0 11.83 Ng4 12.Bd2 Re8 
13.Qc1 Nxd4 and White is 
already lost, Packroff- 
Philipp, Postal 1977.) 
10...Be6 11.Qxb7 (11.e4!? 
Nxe4  12.Nxe4  Qxe4 


13.Qxb7 and now 13...0-0 
14.d5! Bxd5 15.Qxc7 Nb4 
16.093 f6 17.Bxb4 Qxb4- 
18.Qc3 Qxc3+ 19.bxc3 
which should lead to a draw 
after Black recovers the 
pawn with 19...Rac8; 
11.Qxd5 Bxd5 12.e4 Nxe4 
13.e3 0-0-0 14.Nxe4 Bxed 
15.Bc4 was about even in 
Bajrachnyj—Panchenko, 
Yalta 1996.) 11...Nxd4 
12.Qxd5 Ne2+ 13.Kf2 Nxd5 
14.Bxg7 R88 15.Rel Ndxe3 
16.Bh6 Ng4+ 17.Kg1 Nxh6 
18.Rxc2 and White is a little 
better. 

4...Nxe5 5.dxe5 





44 fy 7 4S is 


5...dxe4 

5...d4?! 6.e3! 

A) 6...Bb4+ 7.Bd2 dxe3 
8.Qa4+ (8.Bxb4?? exf2+ 


9.Ke2 Bg4+) 8...Bd7 9.Qxb4 
exd2+ 10.Nxd2 Be6 11.Be2 
Qg5 12.Nf3 Qxs2 13.Rg1 
Qh3 14.Rd1 Ne7 15.Rxg7 
Oh6 16.R$4 a5 17.Qc3 Ng6 
18.e6 with a strong attack 
for White in Men£arini- 
W.Adams, Log Cabin 1950; 

B) 6...Bc5 7.f4!? Nh6 
(7...dxe3 8.Nc3 Nh6 
9.Qxd8+ Kxd8 10.Nd5 
Nf5 11.Bd3 and the pawn 
will fall quickly.) 8.e4 d3 
9.Qxd3 Ng4 10.Qxd8+ 
Kxd8 11.Be2 Nf2 12.Rf1 
Nxe4 13.Bf3 and White 
already has a decisive 
advantage, Simonson- 
Bernstein, United States 





Eric Schiller 


Championship 1936. 
6.Qxd8+ Kxd8 





BB oy minis 


White has only a small 
advantage in this end- 
game. Dunnington con- 
siders only 7.e4, but 
there are other important 
moves. 
7.e4 

7.Nc3 c6 8.Bg5+ Ke7 9.0- 
0-0 Be6 and Black could be 
happy with the position, 


Reinfeld-W.Adams, New 
York 1941; 7.Bg5+ Be7 
8.Bxe7+ Nxe7 9.Na3 Ng6 
10.Rd1+ Ke7 11.Nxc4 Be6 
12.03 Bxe4 13.Bxe4 Nxe5 
led to an even endgame in 
Gyimesi-Berenyi, Hunfary 
1993. 
7...b5 

7...Be6 8.f4 g6 is sug- 
gested by Dunnington, but] 
think White has a much bet- 
ter game after 9.Nc3 Bb4 
10.Be3 followed by 
queenside castlin$. 
8.a4 c6 9.Be3 a6 10.axb5 
cexb5 11.Nc3 Bb7 12.Be 
h5 13.0-0 ReS8 14.Rfd1+ 


And White is better, 
Kramer-Boey, Postal 1984. 


Solutions 


To Test Your Tactics (see facing page) 


1.Bxe7 wins a piece; if 


1...Qxe7 2.Qxe7 Rxe7 
3.Rf8 mate. 


2 


1.Nxe6 wins a piece as 


either recapture allows 
2.Rxe4. 





3 
1.Qh5+ g6 2.Qxg6+(or 
Bxg6+) hxg 3.Bxg6 mate. 
4. 


1...BXI2*' 2. 9*12' "nf 
2.Kxf2 Nxe4+) 2...Nd3+ 
and White’s queen is 
snared. 





5 

1...Nd3 mate. 
6 

1.Rh3+ gxh3 2.83 mate. 
7 


1.Nc4+ Kxd5 2.Nce3+ 
Kxd4 3.Be3 mate. 





8 
1...Rg4!; if 2.hxg4 Qh2 
mate; if 2.83 Bxg3; if 
2.Qxd5 Qxh3 3.83 Bxg3 
ete. 

9 


1.Bxg6+ fxg6 2.Qxh6+!! 
Kxh6 3.Rh3 mate. 


10 


1.Rh8+ Kxh8 2.Rh1+ 
Kg8 3.Rh8+ Kxh8 
4.Qh1+ Kg8 5.Qh7+ Kf8 





6.Qh8 mate. 


11 
1..Nf3«4! 2.6x83 i 
2.Kh1 Nf2 mate) Rg6+ 
3.Kh1 Nf2 mate. 


12 
1...Rh34+!!; if 2.Kxh3 
Qh1+ 3.Kg3 Qxg2+ 4.Ki4 
Qg5 mate (or 4.Kh4 Qh2 
mate); if 2.gxh3 Qhl+ 
3.Kg3 Qg2+ 4.any Q8d 
mate. 
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Test Your Tactics 


Sharpen your tactics with this potpourri of positions selected by Assistant Editor Darren Russell. Your assignment is to 


either win decisive material or find the checkmate. Be forewarned that Darren prefers mate! Solutions are on the 


facing page. 
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REPORT 


EDITOR’S 








Continued from page 2 


little gods ruling the federation 
in his sidebar to the Praeder 
article. By the time your read 
this issue, One Man One Vote 
may be a reality. OMOV by it- 
self is not the solution to any 
of the federations ills but fair- 
ness and accountability is a 
good start. 


To err is human and your 
editor has proven to be very 
human. Of course, the charm- 
ing school team pictured on 
the cover of the previous issue 
is from ‘Weibel’ and not 
‘Weible’. And Laura Shennum 


was the assistant T.D. at the 
Peoples tournament and not 
Alan Kirshner as my picture 
caption stated. Alan had 
dropped by to offer some mo- 
rale support to the hard work- 
ing TD crew of Don and Laura. 
Unfortunately at the exact 
moment your ace photogra- 
pher (me!) snapped the pic- 
ture that ‘promoted’ Alan to 
assistant TD. 


Our readers continue to 
be generous with the submis- 
sion of articles, pictures, and 
games. For the next issue, | 





| 


have a tentative submission deadline of September 30th With 4 ) 
goal of mailing the magazine by mid-October. Our lead article jp 
the next issue should be full coverage of the Labor Day Cal Chess / 


State Championship. 


The CCJ copy submission policy remains ‘author friendly’ 
While our preference is for electronic submission, typewritten 
or neat handwritten copy is acceptable. Electronic Submission > 
allows you to include game scores, chess diagrams, and digi. 
tized photos. In general, tournaments submitted in an electronic / 
format will be allotted more space. Our preference is for Microsoft 
Word files with diagrams created using the Linares font. Please 
feel free to contact me if you have any questions on how to sub. | 
mit material to California Chess Journal. 


Working behind the scenes at the C.C.J. corporate tow 


ers 


f 


are our typists Sylvia Morris, Darlene Huff and Stephanie Bonne, ) 
along with our computer technical whiz Alan Glick. I owe each 


of them a big debt of gratitude. 


Allan Fifield 
PO Box 27 
Visalia, CA 93291 


Days: 209°651-3300 #371 
Nights: 209¢734-2784 
FAX: 209°651-0739 


CompuServe: 102033,3421 
AOL: JOSTENSVIS 
Internet: FIFIELA@JOSTENS.COM 





Tournament Organizers 


EA = Ed Auerbach, 2421 Franklin Ave., 
Stockton, 95204. 209€957-7575 

KB = Kelton Brewer, 1100 Daulton 
Ave., Madera, 93638. 2099673- 
1026 

KC — Kevin Cripe 209 869-3646 

JD = Jo Djordjevic, Theatre Cafe, 1655 
Main St., Walnut Creek 94596. 
510¢935-7779 

PD = Peter Dahl, 75 Inverness Dr., San 
Francisco 94132. 415 566-4069 

TD = Tom Dorsch, PO. Box 3294, Hay- 
ward 94540-3294. 510€481-5351 

JE = John Easterling, 4617 Cutting 
Blvd., Richmond 94804. 
510¢529-0910 

JE2 = James Eade, 2865 Jackson St. #1, 
San Francisco 94115. 415e922- 
3473 

AF = Allan Fifield, BO. Box 27, Visalia 
93279-0027. 209 734-2784 

RF = Ray Freeman 

BG = Bill Goichberg, P.O. Box 249, 
Salisbury Mills, NY 12577. 
914¢496-9658 

MG = Mike Goodall, 461 Peachstone 
Terr, San Rafael 94903. 


415¢491-1269 

MG2 = Michael Ghormley, 5120 Alcott 
Dr., Sacramento 95820. 9160388- 
1601 

BH = Bill Haines, 318 Capitl St., Vallejo 
94590. 707°643-8012 

DH = Dan Holbrook, 1220 Elliot #42, 
Paradise 95969. 916¢877-3911 

JH = Jim Hurt, 31 Cactus Court, Para- 
chute CO 81636. 970*285-7041. 

PH = Pat Howlett, 4677 Old Ironsides 
Dr., #210, Santa Clara 95054. 
408 © 988-5008 

TI = Todd Imada, UCB: ASUC/SU- 
PERB, Berkeley 94720. 
5109642-7477 

BJ = Brian Jew, 909 Greenwich St., San 
Francisco 94133. 415 923-3776 

AK = Alan Kirshner, 66 Indian Hill 
Plaza, Fremont 94539. 5109657- 
1586 hegemon@hooked.net 

AK2 = Adrian Keatinge-Clay, PO. 
Box 10649, Stanford University 
94309. 415 497-0589 
adriankc@leland.stanford.edu 

DK = Dmitry Karshtedt, 1449 48 Ave., 
Apt #2, S.E 94122. 415 566-8138 


RK = Richard Koepcke, 2047 
Monticello Ave #30, Mountain 
View, 94043. 415 964-2640 

SK = Stuart Katz, 1030 G St., Sacra- 
mento 95814. 916¢444-3133 

GL = Gerald Lim, P.O. Box 4367, Davis 
95617. 916*758-9007 

BN = Bill North, 116 Magneson Terrace, 
Los Gatos 95032. 408° 356-7935 

RO = Ray Orwig, 2030 Roosevelt Ave., 
Richmond 94801. 510e 237-7956 

CP = Charles Pigg, 429 Vista Ct., 
Livermore 94550. 510€447-5067 

JP = Jimmy Plumb, 1878 W. 11 St. 
#144, Tracy 95376. 2099823- 
0511, hereshope9 ? nreach.com 

DS = Don Shennum, 14 Whitmore 
Place, #8, Oakland 94611. 
510¢428-0327 
NECADon@ aol.com 

SS = Steve Smallwood, 1028 Cassia 
Way, Sunnyvale 94086. 408-247- 
8510 

SS2 = Steve Seegmiller, 1 800-531-5554 

RT = Robert Tanner, PO. Box 752, 
Ceres 95307. 209©575-3947 

DW = Dennis Wajckus, 5924 E. Illinois 


Ave., Fresno 93727-3566. 209233871 

JW z Jerome Weikel, 6578 Valley Wool 
Dr., Reno NV 89523. 702¢747- 
1405 

SW = Scott Wilson, 380 Esplanade Ave 
#109, Pacifica 94044. 4150355. 
9402 

CW = Carolyn Withgitt, PO. Box 6305, 
Hayward 94540-6305. 510e48]- 
8580 

RY = Raphael Yelluas, 10230 N. Foot 
hill Bld., &E19, Cupertino 95014. 
408°777-9202 


Tournament Clearinghouse: 


Don Wolitzer, 2130 Mercury Ra, 
Livermore, CA 94550. 
510¢455-4119. 
dwolitzer@aol.com 


Send tournament reporis 
& annotated games to: 


Allan Fifield, PO Box 27, 
Visalia, 93279-0027 
Fax: 209 651-0739 

Fifiela@Jostens.com or 
jostensvis@ aol.com 
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Berkeley 

Fridays, 7:15 p.m. 

Berkeley City Club 

2315 Durant 

A. Glasscoe 510*652-5324 


Burlingame 

Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. 
Burlingame Lions Hall 

990 Burlingame Ave 

Scott Wilson 415°355-9402 


Campbell 

Kolty Chess Club 

Thursdays 7-11:30 p.m. 
Campbell Comm Ctr 
Winchester/W.Campbell 
F Leffingwell 408°224-0743 


Carmel 
Call for current information 
Randall Swanson 408*626-61 13 


Carmicbael 

Monday 6-10 p.m. 

Senior Citizens Ctr. 

4701 Gibbons 

Rob't Pounds 916*961-8108 


Chico 

Thursday 7-11 p.m. 

Mtn Mike’s Pizza 

1722 Mangrove Ave 

Barry Nelson 916*873-3107 


Davis 

Thursday 7 p.m. 

Hunt Hall UCD, Room 241 
Dave Johnson 916*756-2752 


Fremont 

Fridays 7:00-on 

Sugu's Coffee 

3602 Thornton Ave, Fremont 
Hans Poschmann 510*656-8505 
Alan Kirshner 510°657-1586 


Fresno 

Mondays 6-11 p.m. 

Carls Jr. 

3820 N. Cedar Ave. 
D.Wajckus 209*252-4484 


Club Directory 


Places to play chess in Northern California and Northern Nevada 


Hayward 

Mondays 7-9 p.m. 

Hayward Library 

Mission at C St 

Kerry Lawless 510*785-9352 


Humboldt County 
Call for current information 
Bob Phillips 707*839-4674 


Livermore 

Fridays 7-12 p.m. 

South Cafeteria 

Lawrence Livermore Lab 
Charles Pigg 510*447-5067 


Merced 

Merced Chess Club 

Friday 6:30 p.m. 

Merced Mall Food Court 
Dave Humpal 209*722-0764 


Madera 

Thursdays 7:00 p.m. 

Carls Jr. 

Madern Ave. & Hwy 99 
Kelton Brewer 209°673-1026 


Modesto Chess Club 
Tuesday 6-10:30 pm 
Shakeys Pizza 

McHenery Avenue 

John Barnard 209°785-7895 


Monterey 

Open daily except Mon. 
430 Alvarado St. 
Yudacufski 408*646-8730 


Palo Alto 

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. 

Mitchell Park Center 

Richard Koepcke 415*964-2640 


Paradise 

Tuesday 7-10 p.m. 
Paradise Senior Center 
Barry Nelson 916*873-3107 


Porterville 
Wednesday 7 p.m. 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Corner of Henderson & 


Indiana 
Hans Borm 209*784-3820 


Reno, NV 

Sun-Thurs 6:30 p.m. 

2850 Wrondel Way, Suite D 
Club: 702*827-3867 

Jerry Weikel 702*747-1405 


Ricbmond 

Fridays 6 p.m. 

Richmond Library 

26th & MacDonald 

John Easterling 510°529-0910 


Ross Valley (Marin 
County ) 

For current info, write: 

PO. Box 69 

Ross, CA 94957 


Sacramento 


Wednesdays 6:30- 10:30 p.m. 


Senior Citizens Ctr 
915-27th St. 
Stuart Katz 916*444-31 33 


CSU Sacramento 
Student Union Bldg. 


San Anselmo 
Tuesday 7 p.m. 

Round Table Pizza, 

Red Hill Shoppin Ctr 
Sir Francis Drake Blvd 
Jim Mickle 415°457-2719 


San Francisco 
Mechanics’ Institute 
Open daily 

57 Post St, 4th Floor 
Jim Eade 415°421-2258 


San Jose 

Tue & Fri, Noon-4 p.m. 
Willows Senior Center 
2175 Lincoln Avenue 

Jerry Marshall 408*267-1574 
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Santa Clara 

2d Sat. each month 
2:15-6:15 p.m. 

Mary Gomez Park 

F Sierra 408*241-1447 


Santa Rosa 

Tuesdays 6-10:45 p.m. 
Sonoma Coffee Company 
521 Áth Street 

Keith Halonen 707*578-6125 


Stanford 

Monday 7:30-10:30 p.m. 
Student Union, Rm 550-550L 
Andrian Keatinge-Clay 
415°497-0598 


Sunnyvale 

LERA 

Tuesdays, 8 p.m. 

Lockheed Rec Ctr, Bldg #160 
Ken Stone 408*629-5530 


Tulare 

Thursday, 6:30 p.m. 

A&W Root Beer 

133 North ‘J’ Street 

Ward Forman 209*688-6386 


Vallejo 

Fridays 7:00 p.m. 

Senior Citizens Ctr 

333 Amador St 

Frank Harris 707*644-3004 


Visalia 

Wednesday 7 p.m. 

Carl’s Jr- Von's Ctr 

Hwy 198 & Chinowth 
Allan Fifield 209*734-2784 


Walnut Creek 

Tuesdays 7:30 p.m. 

Civic Park/Broadway at Civic 
C. Lehman 510*946-1545 


Yuba-Sutter 

Mon & Wed 7-11 p.m. 

Carls Jr 

Bridge St & Hwy 99,Yuba City 
Tom Giertych 916*671-1715 
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The CalChess Calendar of Events. 


(* denotes CalChess discount) Last update 7-24-97 





N 
1997 a 
Att ae eed [Ba uns NRDEDRMEUG uu creas met (JA) 
AUS ISI s Sl) I s ecu DOTEM oido do iota LUE V MR 1G2) | 
Aug. 16-17 ........ (Sa-Su) ............ LERA Gunoyvale QS Sa o e o esc Ie acere ceo OL ce (JH)? 
AUR DO i iocis DA USE cc ES RON OS ROSE S Sion PR e adiucce ose cet reso E: 5d | (KB) 
Aug. 30-Sep. 1 .. (Sa-M).............. APO ee te oe tania eR M nA cC M EU *(RK) 
Bept. 3 un 54 (Sd) ues: G/45 Champ. (San Francisco) .............................H....... pus (MG) 
Bent. 28 aue (Gu). onde Walnut Creek Quads —— omn (DW2) 
Sept: 30 5. s [ni usus Matera GAECBater roe OE Coo lic E o 
Oct. 4 orn osi: CEI Cs on pence VEIDIDLIABSDIDBIE LI eret qu de cic ils] Kor j-. (AE) 
Oc 18 S un Fea) pica cope PROG anes IR se, ce ce ae E L...-.4.- (DW) 
Oet. 29 asi edu ROA) Sooo aes Modera: ET RAEO Loci SEL ee es HOST j... (KB) 
f 1 I 

Nov 1-22. 4 (Sa—Su) ............ LIGHBORODDER ue coolanqsd E a a €— E. *(CP) 
Nov. 7-9 ............ CP) ota Uapps Ian Franolsod). c si os es atone rocas seis. E 1... (MG) 
Ni 15 5. 5225 (a Lh e Mader LUIS ADT ous eure d toes ur usd +... (KB) 
1998 cae 
PGi oe SA PE Berks estes JO Open 9 Rounds, Hawai... ccs Id ;..... (ES) 
1999 | p 
AIME S D s IBDA I I ums U.S. Open, 9 rounds, Sands Hotel (Reno) ................1......... ed (JW) 

Annual Events m 

2nd weekend June (F-Su) Stamer (MG) -9 G) 


MLK weekend (3rd weekend Jan.) (TD) 

Presidents’ Day Weekend People’s (Berkeley) (DS) 
1st weekend March (F-Su) SF Amateur (MG) 

State Scholastic Championship (last weekend March) 
LERA Memorial Day (JH) 


3rd weekend June (F-Su) Far West Open (Renoy (JW) ü 
Labor Day weekend (1st weekend Sept.) (TD) 

Last weekend Oct. (F-Su) Western Open (Reno) (JW) 
2nd weekend Nov. (F—Su) Capps (MG) i £ `6 
LERA Thanksgiving (JH) 

See page 30 for the key to the tournament organisers (listed here by their initials). © 
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EDITOR’S 
REPORT 





Welcome to our special state championship issue! New. 


comer Vladimir Mezentsev is a hard working and popular 
state champion. Our state president Richard Koepcke re- 
ports on the Labor Day classic while Alan Kirshner inter- 
views Julie Vizcaino and her remarkable coach Kevin Cripe, 
Julie's continued success should encourage our young la- 
dies to remain with the royal game as they enter high school. 
The Western States Open just keeps getting better and we 
are pleased to have Eric Schiller contribute an endgame clinic 
from his own games at this ‘Weikel’ tournament. 

As a part of our continuing series on The Crisis In 
The USCF , Hal Terrie reports on the defeat of One Man 
One Vote at the 1997 delegates meeting. Eric Schiller re- 
plies in defense of the actions of the delegates this past Au- 
gust. As always, Eric argues his case well but your editor is 
also disappointed with this latest defeat of OMOV. Will the 
payment of your USCF dues ever entitle a member to di- 
rectly vote for national officers? 

Our next issue will come quickly to your mail box 
and will be a special ‘Games’ issue. Our readers can look 
forward to Grandmaster annotations ( with a couple of pleas- 
ant surprises already received) plus the best in local chess 
from Berkeley to Sunnyvale to Fresno. I wish to thank Tawny 
Fulleros for her assistance in the design and layout of this 
Issue. For the next issue, my submission deadline is Febru- 
ary 19th with a goal of mailing the magazine by March. 
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1997 Open State Championship 


By Richard Koepcke 
Pictures by Allan Fifield 


This year marked another 
successful State Championship. 
It was also the second year we ran 
ihe tournament in Union City. By 
now the site had been completely 
renovated, so participants where 
no longer distracted by the build- 
ing that went on in 1996. Approxi- 
mately 170 participates eventu- 
ally attended the event. I hope 
people like the site, because bar- 
ring some unforeseen event, we 
yill be running it in the same lo- 
cation next year. This year’s tour- 
nament was directed by Peter Yu, 
Don Shennum and yours truly. 





TD Don Shennum ( r ) visits with 
concessionaire Jay Blem 


Valdimir Mezentsev is the new 
State Champion by virtue of his 
nearly flawless trek through the 
Open section with 5 1/2 out of 6. 
Mr. Mezentsev is not titled, but is 
known to be a strong player in the 
former Soviet Union. He is cur- 
rently employed by a local com- 
puter company, and spends three 
to four months a year in the Bay 
Area and the rest in Russia. So 
Mezentsev is no stranger to this 
part of the world. Finishing in 
dear second was Craig Mar with 
4 1/2. His only loss was to the 
eventual tournament winner in 
the second round. Finishing out 
the open section was Burt 
Ljumikawa, IMGuillermo Rey and 
IM Roberto Navarro (who normally 
resides in Mexico) tied for 3rd - 
Bernard Gulen and Akash Deb 
split the honor of winning the sec- 





A confident Robert 
Boles on his way to 
third place in the ‘B’ 
class 


tion by scoring 5 
points a piece. Deb 
defeated Gulen in 
the last round to 
catch him. I should 
note that Mr. Gulen 
had not played a 
rated game in five 
years prior to this tournament. | 
for one need to play 20 - 30 games 
per year to stay in some sort of 
playing form. So Mr. Gulen's ac- 
complishment is certainly not 


easy. 





The Big and. The Small in the 
D/E/Unrated section 


In this tournament the un- 
rated players competed for a dif- 
ferent prize than the D/E players, 
though they played in a combined 
section. Much to the relief of the 
D players since this time the 
unrateds were stronger than the 
rated players. Two brothers Jesus 
and Juan Cendejas won the un- 





Al Rangole considers his 
chances in the 'C' class 


Bruce Stone (1310) 
is; calm Vänd jor 
cused. 


rated prize with 5 
bios they, hare; 
each other in the 
fifth round). To ‘D’ 
was a multi-way tie 
with David Steel, 
Jonas Mutuc, 
Ricky Grijalva, Bill 
Dixon and Tym Matusov each scor- 
ing 4 1/2. All save one lost at least 
one game to one of the brothers. 


Games from the 
1997 Open State 
Championship 


One of the best games from a 
spectators point of view occurred in 
the first round of the two day event. 
Take a look at the following game, 
and keep in mind that it was played 
in a Game in one hour time con- 
trol. 


Craig Mar [2460] - 
Vinay Bhat [2323] 
English Opening - A30 
Master section Brillancy Prize 


1. Nf3 NfG 2. c4 e6 3. Nc3 c5 
4. £3 b6 5. Bg2 Bb7 6. 0-0 d6 
7. d4 $$Nbd7? 

Either Vinay is not familiar with 
the so called Hedgehog variation of 
the English or this is an experiment 


mT 
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gone wrong. Practically forced is 7 
. cd when 8 Qxd4 Nbd7 and 8 

Nxd4 Bxg2 9 Kxg2 QCc8 lead to po- 
sitions that have been played many 
times before. The problem with the 
text is that White can force an ex- 
tremely favorable variant of the 
Benoni. 
8. d5 ed 9. cd a6 

After the tempting 9 ... b5? 
White can just take the pawn be- 
cause, 10 Nxb5 Bxd5 11 e4! Bxe4 
12 Nxd6+ Bxd6 13 Qxd6 where 
White has an overwhelming plus. 
10. e4 

There is no need for the stan- 
dard Benoni retort 10 a4, since 
Black doesn’t have time for 10 ... 
b5. Thats because White is threat- 
ening a dangerous pawn sac, 11 e5 
and now de 12 d6 Nb6 13 Nxe5 
Bxg2 14 Kxg2 Bxd6 15 Nc6 Qd7 16 
Rel+ Kf8 17 Qf3 with more than 
enough compensation for the pawn 
given loose nature of Blacks posi- 
tion. 
10. .. Ne5 11. Nh4 Ng6 12. Nf5 
Qc7 

Perhaps 12 ... Bc8 !? is worth a 
try. 

13. Bg5 0-0-0 14. Rel 

White could think about trying 
for a white square clamp with 13 
Bxf6, followed by a4 and Bh3. But 
this amounts to a slow squeeze that 
may or may not ultimately succeed. 
I doubt Craig contemplated this 
kind of plan for long (if at all). 

14. ... Ne7 15. Nd4! 

The text is more than a pretty 
move, because it temporarily para- 
lyzes Black's kingside. The moment 
Black tries to free his game by mov- 
ing the Knight on e7, white will play 
Nc6 leaving his opponent the choice 
of two evils. Take the Knight and 
open the h1-a8 diagonal, or leave it 
there will with Knight hampers the 
rest of Black's pieces. 

15. ... Kb8 16. Na4 h6 

Hoping for 17 Bxf6 (?) 
17. Be3 Nc8 18. b4 Qd7 

Trying hard to get out of the 
way. Closing lines with 18 ... c4 
does not work on the account of 19 
b5 followed by 20 Nc6. 

19. Nc6 

The above mentioned line clear- 
ing sacrafice. Black can hardly ig- 
nore it. 


4 





19. ... Bxc6 20. dc Qc7 


20 ... Qxc6 21 bc (e5 Ne4) be 
22 Nxc5 would end the game in 


short order. 
21. Qb3 c4? 
Black thinks he has discov- 


ered a trick, but it turns out to 


be an illusion. 
22. Qxc4 b5 23.Qe2 Ne8 


Unfortunately, Black can't 


grab the Knight since he has no 
defense to the ensuing pawn 


rush b4-b5-b6 that would follow 


24 Qxa6. 
24. Nc3 Nf6 25. e5 

Clearing lines for the Bishop 
pair. 

25. ... de 26.Nxb5! 

The blows just keep coming. 
After the pawn cover disappears, 
Black will not be able to marshal 
enough force to stave off the 
coming mate. 

26. ... ab 27. Qxb5+ Ka8 28. 
Rc3 Na7 29. Ra3 Rd4 








30. Qxe5! 

Who needs an exchange 
when there is a king to be eaten. 
White will soon get his queen 
back with interest. 

30. ... Qxe5b 31. c7+Nd5 
32. c8-Q(?) 

This wins, but even quicker 
is 32 Bxd5+ Rxd5 33 Rxa7 mate. 
33. ... Qb8 34. Rxa7« Kxa7 35. 
Bxd4+ Nb6 36. Bxb6+ Resigns 

Vinay must give up his 
queen or get mated (Qa8 mate). 
A nice one-sided bop by Craig 
Mar. One gets the impression 
that Black was practically lost 
after his mistake on move 7. 

For some people a loss like 
this would to devastating for that 
person to continue. In the fol- 
lowing game, played right after 
the above one, Vinay Bhat 
proves he is made of sterner 
stuff. 
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Emmanuel Perez followed 
Kasparov's footsteps 


Vinay Bhat [2323] - 
Em. Perez [2375] 
Caro Kann - [B17] 
1. e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3. Nc3 de 4 
Nxe4 Nd7 5. Ng5 e6 6. Bd3 Ngfó 
7. N1f3 h6? 

Remember the sixth game in 
the Deep Blue - Kasparov match? 
Well, I asked Perez after the game 
whether he really planned to de- 
fend the position after the sac on 
e6. His answer was no, history just 
repeated it's self. 

8. Nxe6 

By the way, if white doesn't 
commit to this sacrifice, he can 
pretty much forget about obtain- 
ing any kind of opening advantage. 
B... I6 

This is supposed to be better 
than 8 ... Qe7, as Kasparov played 
in the game mentioned above. The 
point is that the Black queen is 
better posted on c7, where it helps 
defend e5. This position has been 
played several times between 
Grandmasters, so its not a case of 
White to play and win easily. There 
is even a rather unconvincing game 
Wolf - Granda Zuniga where Black 
actually kept the piece and won. 
The problem is, Black is going to 
be on the defensive for a very long 
time. And in practical terms, it is a 
hard position to defend success- 
fully, as this game will show. 

9. Bg6+ Ke7 10. O—O Nb6 
The Granda game went 10... 
Qc7 11 Rel Kd8 12 c4 with a com- 
plicated position. The text is not en- 
tirely new. However, it does allow 
white to place his remaining Knight 
on a more active square. 
11. Ne5 Qc7 
As far as I know, this has not 
been played before. Not without 
reason as the point of the Queen 
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move seems to be lost now that 
ihe opposing Knight has safely 
traveled to e5. Also worth consid- 
ering is 11 ... Bd7 trying for Be8 
followed by, Qd6 and Kd8-c7. For 
what it is worth, Qd5 is the “book” 


move. 
12, gf3 ?' 

The Queen is not particularly 
vell placed here. More active 
moves such as 12. b3, or Rel 
should have been tried. 

12, .. RES ? 

On the other hand, black is 
having a hard time finding con- 
structive ideas af his, own: 12... 
Bd7 - e8 is still worth a look. Not 
much help is 12 ... Nbd7 13 Bf4 
Nxeb 14 de Nd5 15 Bg3 Kd8 16 c4 
with a very dangerous attack. 

13. Nf7 Qd7 + 14.b3 Qd5 

Taking the pawn is suicidal. 
One possible continuation is 15 
Ba3+ Ke8 16 Ne5+ Kd8 17 Radl. 
15. Qg3 Nh5 16. Qh4-« Nf6 
17.c4 Qa5 18. Qf4 Kd7 
19. Bd2 Qa3 20. Rfel 

Black's pieces are an uncoor- 
dinated mess, but white hasn't 
found the a win yet. The black 
queen is offside on a3, so it off with 
c5 looks like the right way to con- 
tinue. A possible line is 20 ... Nd5 
2] Qe5 Qb2 22 Rfel Nc7 23 Bad 
Md5 24 Bf5 where Black can't es- 
cape mate without a big material 
loss. 

21... Bd6 22.Qf3 Nxc4 

Giving back the piece to ex- 
change Queen’s. Believe it or not 
this doesn’t help Black’s cause, be- 
cause he cannot get the rest of his 
forces coordinated. 

23. bc Qxf3 24.gf b6 

White was threatening 25 c5 fol- 
lowed by bf4+ and Nd6. 
29. Radl Be7 

Itis probably better to complete 
development with 25 .... Bd7, then 
save this Bishop. It's a pretty ugly 
game either way. 

26. BÍA RÍS 26. Bg3 Ne8 
27, do ed?? 28. cd?? 

Both sides miss a random tac- 
üc, most likely due to time pressure. 
28.... Bb4?? |. 29.Bf5 mate 

Mezentsev is a dangerous tac- 
tician who has a tricky opening rep- 
ertory. Combine that with good 
endgame technique and you get 
a lethal combination. Here IM 


Navarro ties to beat him to at his 
own game with a sideline in the 
Accelerated Dragon. However, the 
hunter soon becomes the prey. 


R. Navarro - 
Vladimir Mezentsev 
Accelerated Dragon - B34 


1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. d4 cd 
4. Nxd4 g6 5.Nxc6 

White is hoping to catch Black 
unprepared for this sideline. The 
problem is, Black has more than 
one way to equalize. So even if he 
doesn’t know the line, it is likely that 
Black can find a good continuation 
at the board. The idea behind 
White’s fifth move is better car- 
ried out a few moves later ( 5 Nc3 
Bg7 6 Be3 Nf6 7 Nxc6 ect). 

5. ... be 6. Qd4 Nf6 7. eS Ndd 

7 ... Ng8 is also good for equality. 
8 c4 

For those of you who are won- 
dering, Black has very few problems 
after 8 e6 f6 9 ed+ Bxd7 with a big 
lead in development. 

8. ... Nb4 9. Qc3 c5 10. Be3 Bg7 
11. Nd2 ? 

TN in Informant speak. This 
looks suspiciously like over the 
board inspiration rather than a pre- 
pared line. After the text, Black 
sizes the initiative by exploiting the 
pin along the al-h8 diagonal. For 
the record, Bxc5 is the book move. 
11... d6 12. f4 Bf 13. Kf2 0-0 
14. Be2 Qc7 15. Nf3 Rad8 

Black pounds away at the cen- 
ter, setting a positional trap along 
the way. Now realitively best is 16 
Rhdl. Instead White sees a chance 
to relieve the pressure on e5, but 
the resulting exchange only 
strengthens Blacks initiative. 

16. ed? ed! 

Navarro probably expected 16 
... Qxd6 17 Ne5 f6 18 Rhdl1 where 
White is OK. True the text leaves 
Black with a backward pawn, but 
the open e-file and Whites inability 
to untangle his pieces are more 
critical to the outcome of the game. 
17. Qd2 Rfe8 18. Rhcl Qe7 19. 
h3 

Hoping to eject the Bishop via 
20 g4. 

19. ... Nc2! 

A nice little combination that 

wins the exchange. 


20. Rxc2 Bxc2 21. Bxc5? 
Qxe2+ 
22. Qxe2 Rxe2+ 23.Kxe2 dc Re- 
signs 


I would like to close this ar- 
ticle with the Brillancy Prize win- 
ner from the Expert Section, won 
by an ‘A’ player! 


Chris Mavraedis - 
Walter Wood 
Bishop’s Opening - C24 
Expert section Brillancy Prize 


1.e4e5 2.Bc4 Nf6 3 .d4 

The sedate 3 d3 probably has a 
better chance of obtaining an ad- 
vantage for White, but the text is 
more fun. 

3. ... Nxe4 4. de Qe7? 

This parries 5 Bf7+ Kxf7 6 
Qd5+, but puts the Queen on an 
awkward square. 

More agressive is 4 ... Qh4, and for 
those who prefer safety first, 4 ... 
Nc5 is worth a look. 

5. Qe2 Nc5 6. Nc3 c6 7. Be3!? 

Defending the strong point at 
e5 via Bf4 or Nf3 would be more in 
keeping with the position. The text 
invites Black to grab a pawn, with 
dangerous consequences. 

7. ... Qxe5? $8S.Nf3 Qe7 9. O- 
0-0 d6 

Black was probably counting 
on 9 ... d5 to save him. To late did 
he realize that after White's retort, 
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10 Bxd5 cd 11 Nxd5 there is no 
defense to the multiple threats, 
Bxc5 and Nc74. 
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10.Rxd6! 

Ouch!, the Rook cannot be 
taken, so White has just won a 
pawn, with an unabated attack. 
10... Ne 6 1ll.Rhdl Qxd6 
12. Rxd6 Bxd6 

The material is still some 
what balanced, but White's big 
lead in development gives him a 
decisive advantage. 
13.Ng5 O-O 14. Bxe6 Bxe6 
15. Qd3 Rd8 16. Qxh7+ Kf8 
17. Nxe6+ fe 18. Qh8+ Resigns. 
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Julie Vizcaino 


1 


A Daughter Of Whom Any Father Would Be Proud 





Julie Vizccaino. 


I had been hoping to interview 
Julie Vizcaino for a few months. I 
had promised to write articles on 
some of Northern California’s 
young chess players on my Cali- 
fornia Chess Scholastic web site 
(http: //www.hooked.net/~hege- 
mon/CALCHESS.html). Julie, as 
one of the top young women play- 
ers for the last few years, was an 
obvious choice. Julie had jumped 
from a 1434 USCF rating in Feb- 
ruary 1997 to a 1736 rating on Au- 
gust 8, 1997. I finally caught up 
with her and her coach, Kevin 
Cripe, before the last round at the 
CalChess Labor Day Tournament. 
I had just walked out of the 
CalChess meeting and saw her 
watching Kevin go over a game 
with one of his other students. 
She seemed remarkably relaxed 
for someone who was about to con- 
test for the first place money in 
the A Section. Julie and Kevin 
welcomed my talking with them 
at that time. 

Julie, a very pleasant and un- 
assuming young woman of 16, 
lives in Modesto and is in tenth 
grade at Downey High School. 


Photo by Alan Kirshner 


by Alan M. Kirshner 


Kevin Cripe, her coach for the last 
five years, was her fourth grade 
teacher at Shackelford Elemen- 
tary School. Julie was in fifth 
grade when Kevin determined he 
was going to organize a chess 
team. Julie, at 11 years of age, 
was among his first recruits, “be- 
cause he decided to start with the 
smart kids." . Julie did not need 
to give Kevin's solicitation much 
thought. She immediately re- 
sponded: “OK!” Within a few 
months she entered her first tour- 
nament. The match in Bakersfield 
proved her potential. She tied for 
first place but lost the trophy on tie- 
breaks. She still brought home an 
award for being the best girl 
player—a bag to hold her chess 
pieces. Julie's first posted provi- 
sional rating in December 1992 was 
1138—an auspicious beginning. 

For four years Julie maintained 
a respectable rating, usually be- 
tween 1300 and 1400. This year 
she exploded on the chess scene. 
How many players do you know that 
in one year have won C, B, A, Ex- 
pert and Open divisions? In fact, 
Julie has won nine tournaments 
this year. She went on to win her 
last game after my interview, tak- 
ing a clear first in the A Section of 
the CalChess Labor Day Tourna- 
ment. 

I wondered why the dramatic 
success in such a short period of 
time. I think I learned why from 
an unrelated question. I asked 
Julie how it felt being a successful 
young woman in a sport that is 
dominated by men. She said it was 
“weird” and that most of her girl 
friends quit over the years. An 
aside—Kevin Cripe’s scholastic pro- 
gram probably has more young 
women playing chess than any 





Read All About I?! 


Check out the Calchess Web Site at its new Address: 


http://www.hooked.net/~hegemon/norcal.html 


other in California. Julie pro- 
ceeded to tell me about how. after 
her father died last year, she re. 
solved to stay with chess. 

Because of her parents divorce 
she did not see her father very of. 
ten. Often when she visited with 
him she showed him her chess tr. 
phies. Her father, Julie reported, 
was so overwhelmed with pride ove 
her accomplishments that he even 
cried. Julie took his sudden and 
accidental death very hard, as was 
to be expected. She entered this 
years competition firm in her re 
solve to keep her father's pride alive 
in her memory. 

Kevin, Julie's only chess 
teacher, spent a couple of hours 
each day after school working with 
her on chess tactics. Kevin has 
never asked for any payment. Ac- 
tually, Kevin and his wife Crystal, 
spend hundreds of their own dol- 
lars each year to pay the entry fees 
and to transport their players to 
tournaments in California and other 
parts of the country. And, this is 
on a teacher’s salary. Talk about 
dedication—phew! Recently, Julie 
agreed to treat the Cripe's to a res- 
taurant dinner every time she won 
over $100 at a tournament. So far 
this year Kevin and Crystal have 
had three fine meals. 

I asked Julie if she had any 
advice for other girls playing chess. 
She responded: “Don’t quit! Who 
cares what they think of you. Even 
if they call you a nerd, don’t quit. 
When you start winning money, 
everyone will think you are cool." 

I have three sons and no daugh- 
ters. How great it would be to have 
had a daughter like Julie Vizcaino. 
I can say without any hesitation, “If 
Julie were my daughter, she would 
make me very proud.” 
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by 


ORGANIZER & CHIEF T.D.-JEROME V. WEIKEL 


425 chess players converged 
on the Sands Regency Hotel/Ca- 
sino in Reno, Nevada on October 
94-26 to vie for a record breaking 
641,000 prize fund! This six round 
swiss was divided into seven sec- 
tions. A 3-way Ue for first in the 
open section set the stage for a 
crowd pleasing (Game/15) playoff 
between GM's Alexander Goldin, 
Eduard Gufeld and Alexander 
Baburin after each had scored 5-1 
to capture the Western States Open 
Championship in an extremely 
strong open section. 11 GM's and 
131M’s made this the strongest 
Western Sates open section ever (as 
a case in point a Grandmaster on 
baord 15 in Round 1!J. Using cu- 
mulative tie breaks, Goldin received 
ihe first round bye in the playoff. 
Baburin and Gufeld played their 
2-Game/15 games to another 1-1 
tie! This forced the next tie breaker 
which was two five minute blitz 
games - won by Gufeld. This set- 
up a Gufeld/Goldin match for the 
championship which was won by 
GM Goldin. Congratulations to 


Alexander, Eduard and Alexander 
fora well fought playoff match. 
Goldin received $2240 and the 
championship trophy. Gufeld and 
Baburin each received $2140. 





Photo by Val Zemitis 


Congratulations to all the 
class winners! Expert - Gerry 
Neufahrt, Canada; “A” - Leslie R. 
Colin, Boise, ID; “B” - Ed English, 
Dallas, TX; “C” = Jen Pisan, 
Klammath Falls, OR; “D” - Gerald 
Paiz, Sacramento, CA; “E” - Ben- 
jamin S. Haun, Santa Rosa, CA; 
Top Unrated - David Khararzi, Mt 
Shasta, CA and Top Seniors - 
Jessie P. Stewart, Redmond, WA 
and Richard Bolling, Mt Shasta, 
CA. The Club Championship was 
a tie between Seattle and Sacra- 
mento Chess Clubs with the 
Burlingame Chess Club in 3rd 
Place followed by the 4th Place 
Reno Chess Club. 

Quick Quads (Wednesday) 
were won by Arkia Bayati, Edwin 
Schreiber and Richard Lee. The 
WBCA Blitz tournament on Thurs- 
day was won by GM Alexander 
Ivanov. Simul winners on Wednes- 
day & Thursday were Mark McCue 
(over IM Igor Ivanov), Robert 
Woodworth (over GM Kudrin) and 
John Goudy (over GM Mednis). 
Popular with the players (and now 
part of our Western States family) 
was National Chess & Games chess 
equipment and vendor Jay Blem in 
his 7th year. An additional vendor 
this year was Mindscape which 
featured the newest release of 
Chess Master 5500 and an oppor- 
tunity to play chess on their net 
server. Minscape donated 10 
ChessMaster 5500’s as prizes in a 
drawing! 

My wife Fran and I would like 
to take this opportunity to give spe- 
cial thanks to Barbara Woodward 
of the Sands Regency Hotel/ 
Casimo. We would like to also 
salute Barbara’s assistants Terry 
and Joanne and rest of the staff at 
the Sands Regency. We would also 
like to give a special special thank 
you to our staff: GM Larry Evans 
(Reno NV), GM Mednis, GM 
Kudrin, IM Ivanov, Victor Flashman 
(Kansas City, KS),. Peter, Yu 
(Sherman Oaks, CA), Alan Kantor 
(New Windsor, NY), Mike Nagaran 
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(San Diego, CA), Dave Sheryka 
(demo board guy - Reno, NV) and 
our daughters, Dana and Kimberly. 
We cannot thank all of them 
enough for their outstanding ef- 
forts! The many pats on our backs 
and sincere “thank you’s” from our 
players during our tournaments 
really helps to keep our enthusi- 
asm going! We greatly appreciate 
it. We know we make some mis- 
takes and appreciate your under- 
standing. 

Eric Johnson, Associate Direc- 
tor of the USCF, attended the tour- 
nament as a advanced “scouting 
party” for the 100th Annual US 
Open. Eric also played in the Ex- 
pert section were he won a prize. 
The final planning went well and 
appears to be leading up to a great 
US Open in Reno. The Sands 
Regency is excited and enthusias- 
tic about this upcoming event ( and 
of course, my staff and I are too!) 
and USCF appears to be the same. 
We are all looking forward to being 
your host and I personally guaran- 
tee the best US Open ever! Look 
out! We have a few more than the 
normal surprises in store for you. 
Remember, this is a Weikel events! 
As I announced at the start of the 
6th round, “Start saving just $1.00 
a day and you will have enough for 
your trip to the 100th US Open!” 
(Take 4 quarters and put them ina 
cookie jar each day.) 

We are looking forward to 
seeing you at the 16th Annual 
Sands Regency Western Sates 
Open, October 30 -November 1, 
1998. Please bring a friend (espe- 
cially one you can beat) and thanks 
again for your continued support. 


The next deadline for 
California Chess Journal 


submission is 


February 19th 
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Player City Rating Score Prize | 
I GM Goldin, Alexander New York,NY 2670 5 — a | 
2 GM Baburin, Alexander Foster City, CA 2648 5 $2140 i 
3 GM Gufled, Eduard Kiev, UKR 2543 5 $2140 
EXPERT SECTION 
Player City Rating Score Total 
l Neufahrt, Gerry Harrison Hot Springs, BC 2131 D9 $1460 
2 Yamankak, Keith L seattle, WA 2003 9 $730 
3 Lee, Jack Vancouver, BC 2149 4.5 $584 
A SECTION 
Player City Rating score Total 
l Gordon, Paul M Long Beach, CA 1980 D S766 
2 Colin, Leslie R Boise, ID 1918 5 S766 
3 Krasnov, Steve oan Francisco, CA 1910 S $766 
4 Childress, Jason Redwood City, CA 1886 5 $766 
B SECTION 
Player City Rating Score Total 
] Inglish, Ed Dallss, TX 1724 5.5 1168 
2 Martinez, Lawerence Sacremento, CA RZTD 5 S584 
3 Keagle, Bryan W Waldport, OR 1610 5 $584 
4 Simanis, Edwin Reno, NV 1796 D $584 
C SECTION 
Player City Rating Score Total 
] Pisan, Jeffery Klamath Falls, OR 1410 2.0 $1022 
2 Stewart, Jesse P Redmond, WA 1587 5 $511 
3 German, Vladimir oan Francisco, CA 1557 5 $511 
4 Bell, John Avindale Esta, GA 1510 5 $511 
5 Kirste, Richard Marshal, CA 1418 5 $511 
D SECTION 
Player City Rating Score Total 
] Paiz, Gerald Sacremento, CA LZID DO 876 
2 Bolling, Richard G Mt Shasta, CA 1286 5 $535 
3 House, Stephen Grass Valley, CA 1266 5 $438 
4 Chinnici, Charles Reno, NV 1220 9 $535 
5 Dixon, Bill Sunnyvale, CA 1154 5 $535 
E SECTION 
Player City Rating Score Total 
] Haun, Benjamin S Santa Rosa, CA 1171 5.5 365 
2 Wilburn, Patrick Menlo Park, CA 1067 5 $292 
3 McGuire, Michael Bishop, CA 1166 4.5 $127 
4 Andrew, Stephen L Claremont, CA 1091 4.5 $127 
5 Langston, Marcus Elk Grove, CA 1057 4.5 $127 
6 Pass, David C Janesville, CA 1016 4.5 $127 
S California Chess Journal ¢ Summer 1997 
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How to avoid the slot machines and gaming tables: 
Three interesting endgames from the Western States Open 


By Eric Schiller 


Normally, players at the Western States Open at the splendid Regency Sands in Reno spend a fair bit of 


me, and money, 


trying their luck at the tables or slot machines. This year, I was far too busy playing 7 


hour games. Four of my six games were lengthy struggles and three had very instructive endgames. I 
resent them here for your entertainment and education. There is no room to present the complete games, 


al 


as, so we'll have to pick up each one part way through. 


In each of these games I had an inferior position, but managed to save two out of three. I am constantly 


reminding my students that endgame 


skills can save, sometimes even win, bad positions. Inability to win 


superior positions costs a lot of points! No matter how “drawn” a position may be, the higher rated player 


of 


ten continues to play for a win, counting on a slip on the part of th 


e opponent to help out. 


| was very proud of my accomplishments against Luberti and Battetseg, but the game against Stein 


remin 


[learned a lot from these three endgames and 1 hope you will too! 


Luberti - Schiller B18 
Western States Open (3), 
25.10.1997 
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White has built up a strong po- 
sition with solid control of the cen- 
ter. There is only one way to se- 
cure an advantage, however, and 
my opponent, a strong player from 
the Netherlands (USCF 2420) 
finds a good plan. 


22.5 cxd5 23.Bxf6 Qxf6 24.Rxd5 
Qe7 25.R5d3 Rdd8 26.c5 Bc7 
27.Nf5! 

I had overlooked this back at 
move 21. Now my position be- 
comes a bit unpleasant. 


27...Qf6 28.Nd6 Bxd6 29.cxd6 
Rd7 30.b5 Red8 31.Qd2 h6 
32.Qa5. 
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Here I can eliminate the 
strong pawn, but I have to give up 
two rooks for the queen. At the 


time I did not see any real dan- 
ger in this plan, but I was concen- 
trating only on attempts to 
quickly capitalize on the power of 
the rooks. My opponent plays a 
slow plan which is far more deadly 


32..Rxd6 33.Qxd8+ Qxd8 
34.Rxd6 Qa5 35.Rd8+ Kh7 
36.R8d7 Qxb5 36...Qa4!? 37.Rxf7 
Qb3 37...Kg6 38.Rfd7 Kf6!? 38.Rf1 
e5 39.Rf3 Qb2 40.h3 Kg6 41.Rel 
b5 42.Kh2 a5 43.Re4 h5 
44.Ree3 b4 45.axb4 axb4 46.Rf8 
Qd4 47.Rg3+ Kh7 48.Rf7 e4 
49.Re3 Qd5!? 49...h4 50.Rb7 Kh6 
is an interesting alternative. 
50.Rf4 50.Ra7! b3 51.Rg3 Qed 
52.Kgl b2 53.Rb7 would have led 
to an advantage for White. 50...b3 
51.Rexe4 b2 52.Rb4 
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Here I manage to win a rook. 
When I first gleamed the opportu- 
nity back at about move 49, I 
thought this would be enough to 
win and confidently played the key 
move 52...g5! If the rook moves 
vertically, then either ...Qd6+ or 
...Qe7+ wins. There are no safe lat- 
eral moves, because White 
threatens to deflect the other rook 
from b4 and make a new queen, 
as in the game. 53.Rfc4 Qxc4 
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ded me that I still have a ways to go. I underestimated the difficulty of that endgame, and it cost me. 


53...b1Q 54.Rxbl Qxc4 54.Rxc4 
b1Q 55.h4 Qb5 56.Re4 Qd5 
57.Re3 Qd6+ 58.Kg1 g4?! 59.g3 
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This fortress cannot be pen- 
etrated, and the king and pawn 
endgame is Black's only hope. To 
this end I played for a sacrifice on 
e3. 59...Qd5 60.Rel1l Kg6 61.Re8 
Kf7 This is designed to move the 
king forward along the f-file. 
62.Rel Kf6 63.Re3 Qc6 64.Rel 
Kf5 65.Re7 Qcl+ 66.Kg2 Qc5 
67.Rel Qc3 68.Re3 
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I can’t see any way to contain 
a rook on the e-file using just king 
and queen, even if there is a 
zugzwang against the White king. 
The rook at e3 has 7 possible 
moves on the e-file. The king can 
cover at most three. The queen 
can cover another three. To cover 
seven squares, the open square 
must be one where a check along 
the a8-h1 diagonal will pick off the 
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rook. Yet the Black king cannot 
cross the e-file, so it can never 
cover e3, e2, or el. I can’t find a 
way to combine enough threats to 
win. 68...Qxe3 68...Qc2 should 
have been tried. 69.Re7 Qc5 70.Re3 
Qd5- 71.Kgl Qdl« 72.Kg2 Qd6 
73.KE1! (73.Re2?! Qd5+ 74.Kh2 Qd1 
79.Ra2 Qfl 76.Ra5+ Ke4 77.Ra4+ 
Kd3 78.Rf4 Ke2 79.Re4+ Kxf2 
S0.Rf4+ Ke2 81.Re4+ Kd2 82.Rd4+ 
Kel! and Black wins.) 73...Qd1+ 
74.Re1 Qd3+ 75.Kg2 still holds. Hop- 
ing he wouldn’t see. 69.fxe3 Ke4 
70.Kf2 Kd3 71.e4! Kxe4 72.Ke2! 
But he did, and a draw was agreed. 


Schiller, - Stein A29 
Western States Open (4), 
25.10.1997 


I allowed Stein to establish the 
bind on the queenside using the 
advanced a-pawn. 
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I optimistically thought that it 
would be possible to remedy the 
backward b pawn without much 
of a penalty. I was wrong. 23.Rabl 
Rb6 24.Rfcl Kf8 25.Rc3 Ke8 

















Now the b-pawn problem gets 
solved, but a new weakness is 
formed. 26.b4 axb3 27.Rcxb3 
Rxb3 28.Rxb3 
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The rook ending is better for 
Black, who can use direct and 





indirect threats against the a- 
pawn. White must be careful not 
to walk into a lost king and pawn 
endgame. Still, with so few open 
lines it must be possible to draw 
this. After a long morning game I 
was getting a bit tired. 28...Re7 
29.Rb4 Kd8 30.Ra4 Re8 











Black invites an exchange of 
rooks. I had to spend a lot of time 
calculating the king and pawn 
endgame. I was pretty sure it was 
hopeless, but wanted to look for 
tricks. 31.Kf2 

The alternative is 31.Ra8+ Kd7 
32.Rxe8 Kxe8 33.Kf2 Ke7 
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White «cannot hold this 
endgame. A) 34.Kf3 Ke6 35.h3 d5 
36.c5 (36.cxd5+ Kxd5 is a win for 
Black who will infiltrate the 
queenside. The pawn at e5 can be 
defended by ...f6 if necesssary.) 
36...e4+! If the king advances, 
then Black can play ...f5 and may 
even find a checkmate. 37.dxe4 
(37.Kf4 f5 38.h4 g6 forces 39.g4 





Jxg4 40.Kxg4 Ke5 41.d4+ Ke6 and 


the king calmly strolls to a8, then 
inches forward and grabs the a- 
pawn. The White king must re- 
main on the kingside.) 37...Ke5!!: 
B) 34.e4 34...g6 35.84 b6 36.Kf3 
Ke6 37.h4 Kf6 38.Ke3 g5 39.h5 Ke6 
was a line I was worried about. 
Black has a tremedous resource 
in the availability of a tempo-wast- 
ing ...fó, which could prove criti- 
cal. Now that I have had a chance 
to look at the position, I think my 
instinct was incorrect. 40.Kd2! B1) 
40...Kd7 41.Kc3 Kc7 42.e3 Kb7 
43.d4! Ka6 44.Kb4 c54 45.Kc3 Ka5 


46.dxc5! (46.Kb3 exd4 47.exd4 cxd4 


48.Kc2 Ka4 49.Kd3 Kxa3 50.Kxd4 


Kb3 51.Kd5 Kc3 52.Kxd6 Kxc4 and 


Photo by Val Zemitis 


Alan Stein 


Black wins.) 46...dxc5 47 .Kb3! 
Black must now retreat or play the 
“trump card”. 47...f6 48.Ka9 Ka4 
49.Kb2 Ka5 50.Kb3! Bla) 90...Ka6 
01.Ka4 Ka7 (51...b54 52.cxb54 Kb6 
93.Kb3 Kxb5 54.a44 Ka5 55.Kc4 
leads to the next note.) 52.Kb5 Kb7 
23.a4 is an easy win.; B1b) 50...b5 
ol.cxb5 Kxb5 52.a44 (52.Kc3 Ka4 
93.Kc4 Kxa3 54.Kxc5 transposes.) 
92...Ka5 53.Kc4 Kxa4 54.Kxc5 Kb3 
99.Kd5 Kc3 56.Ke6 Kd3 57.Kxfe 
Kxe4 58.Kg6 Kxe3 59.Kxh6 Kf4 
60.Kg6 e4 61.h6 e3 62.h7 ©? 
63.h8Q e1Q 64.Qf6+ Kxg4 65.Qxg5+ 
saves the half point.; B2) 40...d5? 
41.exd54 cxd5 42.e4! Otherwise 
Black can sooner or later get in 
. I9. 42...dxc4 43.dxc4 Kd6 44.Kc2 
Kc5 45.Kc3 draws. 31...Kc7 








Black brings the king to the 
queenside so that if the rooks 
come off, the king can quickly 
reach a3. 32.Kf3 Kb8 33.e4 b6 
34.Rb4 Kb7 35.e3 Ra8 36.Rb3 
Rad 
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I could not find a constructive 
plan on the kingside, so I decided 
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io bring my king to the center, so 
that it could go to either flank as 
needed. 37. Ke2 Ra8 Now I have 
io watch out for . ..Rf8 and a break 
with ...f5. 38.d4 A weakening of 
ihe pawn structure, but I wanted 
more Space and needed d3. 

38..hb 39.h3 Ra4 40.Kd3 Kc7 
41.Rc3 Ra8 42. Ke2 c5 43.Kd3 
43,d5 Ra4 44.Kd3 g6 45.Kd2 bo! 
46.cxb5 Kb6 47.Kd3 Kxb5 48. Rb3+ 
Ka6 leaves White with no alter- 
native but to go for broke. 49.Rb8 
Rxa94 50.Ke2 Kad 51.Rd8 Kb4 
59. Rxd6 Ra2+ 53.Kd1 Ke3! 54.Rc6 
04 55.d6 Kd3 56.Kc1 (56.Ke1 Kxe3) 
56,..Rc2+ 57.Kb1 Rd2 58.d7 Kxe3 
59.Rxc4 Rxd7 wins for Black. 
43...Ra4 44.Rb3 b5! 
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The break is perfectly timed. 
The threat of ...bxc4+ forces the 
play. 45. Rxb5 45.cxb5?? c4+ 
45...Rxa3+ 46.Kd2 exd4 47.exd4 
Rxg3 48.dxc5 Rxh3 
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Well, there are two connected 
passed pawns, and all I can do is 
seek counterplay. 49.Ra5 Kc6 
50.Ra7 Rf3 50...Kxc5 51.Rxf7 g6 
52.RÍ6 Rg3 would have been much 
simpler. 51.cxd6 Kxd6 52.Ke2 
Rf6 53.Ra5 
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I had relied on the tactical 
threats at e5 and h5, but Black 
can defend. 53...Re6 54.Ke3 g6 
55.Kd4 Re8  56.Ra7 Ke6 
57.Ra6+ Ke7 58.e5 Rd8+ 














59.Ke4 h4 60.c5 60.Ra7+ Rd7 
61.Rxd7+ Kxd7 62.Kf4 h3 63.Kg3 
h2 64.Kxh2 Ke6 is simple enough 
for Black. 60...Rd1 61.c6 h3 
62.Ra2 Rel 63.Rh2 Rce4+ 
64.Kd5 Rh4 65.Kc5 g5 66.Kb6 
£4 67.c7 Rh8 68.Kb7 RgS8 
69.Ra2 69.c8Q Rxc8 70.Kxc8 Ke6 
71.Kc7 Kxe5 Black’s three pawns 
clobber the rook. 69...g3 70.Ra8 
Rxa8 71.Kxa8 h2 72.c8Q h1Q+ 
73.Ka7 
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If White could hold on to the 
e-pawn, there are some drawing 
chacnes. When I calculated the 
horse race, I was just too tired to 
go past this point. 73...Qal+ 
74.Kb6 Qb2+ 75.Ka6 Qxe5 
76.Qb7+ Kf6 77.Qf3+ Kg5 O-1 
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Battsetseg - Schiller, B10 
Western States Open (6), 
26.10.1997 


My opponent in the final round 
is a woman IM and I am suffering 
the Weikel curse of having 4 
Black's out of 6 games, including 
the last two rounds! His perverse 
pairing system is about the only 
bad thing one can find at his tour- 
naments, but it is an awful bur- 
den. Exhausted after many long 
games at two games per day, I 
managed to blow away young 
Raymond Kaufman in the morn- 
ing round with an exotic line in 
the Caro-Kann, which I repeated, 
out of lack of energy, in the final 
round. My opponent made no real 
effort to secure an advantage, but 
by coming up with intriguing and 
unusual strategies she managed 
to reach an endgame where the 
control of e5 is a powerful weapon. 
In the diagram below, we have 
just exchanged queens and I have 
recaptured with the knight from 
f6, probably the worst choice. 
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16.0-0-0 Nf6 17.Rhel Bd6 
18.í£4!? Kd8 19.Re3 Ne8? 
19...Ng4 20.Rg3! Nxe5 (20...Nxh2 
21.Rh1) 21.fxe5 Bf8 22.Rf1 Ke8 
may have been defensible. 20.Rf1 
Be7? 20...Nf6!? 21.Rg3 Bf8 22.f5 
exf5 23.Rxf5 Ne8 was ugly, but 
perhaps playable, since 24.Bb8 is 
met by 24...Bd6! 25.Bxd6 Nxd6 . 
21.Bb8! 
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Oops! There goes a pawn. I cant 
afford to weaken b6 by advancing 
the a-pawn, and Ned is a terrible 
threat. Until this point I have 
been playing brain-dead chess, 
not blundering but not making 
very good moves. Now I wake up. 
The danger signals booming in my 
head put me into my "resource- 
ful” mode, where I often play my 
strongest chess in bad positions. 
21...g5! Only active defense can 
get some counterplay for the pawn. 
22.Bxa7 22.fxg5 Bxg5 23.Bf4 Bxf4 
24.Rxf4 is only a little better for 
White. 24...Re7 25.g4 hod is un- 
clear. 22...gxf4 23.Ref3 Kc7 
24.Bc5 Bf6! 25.Kc2 Rg8 26.Nxf4 
b6 27.Ba3 
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White is up a pawn, but the 
bishop at a3 is out of play. 27...e5! 
28.dxe5 Bxe5 29.g3 f6 The plan 
is to let White play Nd3xe5 and 
gain a passed pawn as a source of 
counterplay. 30.b3 Nd6 31.Bxd6+ 


Continued on page 27 
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In the 1950’s and ‘60’s I was a very active chess 
player. I used to play at least 40 hour per week, I was 
the captain of our strong college chess team and played 
in quite a few tournaments. I was not a particularly 
strong player, but I sure spent a lot of my youth enjoy- 
ing the game. 

I am now in my fifties, and my interest in chess 
has subsided. However, I do want to claim my rightful 
place in chess history as the inventor and first com- 
mercial vendor of the digital chess clock. 

In 1966 I retired from chess and committed my 
time to a professional career. However, in 1973 I was 
invited by a neighbor to play in a local tournament in 
the San Diego (California) area. At that tournament I 
noticed that every one of the players was still using a 
mechanical chess clock - of a design patented in about 
the year 1900. Since I was at the time involved in elec- 
tronics, I decided to investigate the possibility of com- 
mercializing a digital version of this device. More - I 
decided to concurrently dramatically advance the 
method of time keeping in chess. 

For the next eight years I focused nearly all my 
"free" time on this endeavor. In 1975 (together with my 
electrical engineer Jeff Ponsor - who has passed away 
about ten years ago) I filed for and received the first 
patent (Number 4,062,180) on a fully operational (mi- 
croprocessor based) digital chess clock. An additional 
patent for a more advanced version with many addi- 
tional features was awarded in 1979. 

My chess clock concept resulted from years of 
conceptualization and testing and thousands of hours 
of work. I even published my MBA thesis on this sub- 

ject - "Demand Analysis for a New Product (Digital 
Chess Clock)”, at San Diego State University, 1978. 
For this thesis I interviewed and surveyed thousands 
of chess players from all over the world, and every chess 
association and club worldwide. 

I actually designed and built two versions of the 
clock - the Micromate-80 (based on the original patent), 
and the Micromate-180, which incorporated the latest 
innovations. Only one unit of the Micromate-80 was 
ever built. This unit was extensively tested in tourna- 
ment play for over a year and resulted in the develop- 
ment and commercialization of the Micromate-180. The 
Micromate-180 was truly revolutionary and clearly 
ahead of its time. It featured a rich repertoire of op- 
tions for timing the game of chess, including for ex- 
ample, the ability to set a fixed time per move, then 
add the unused time for each move to the player's total 
time remaining. This feature, which I called *Accumu- 
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lation”, became the linchpin of Bobby Fischer's Chess 
clock that was patented almost ten years later. 

some of the innovations claimed for and in 
rated in the Micromate were: 

* Show time remaining - the down counting clock 
showed the time remaining to each player. Interest. 
ingly, Ed Edmondson who headed the USCF at the time. 
strongly objected to this concept on historic grounds, 
So much so that for more than a year he refused to 
allow me to advertise the Micromate in Chess Life. Even. 
tually he relented, and the Micromate Was promoted 
with full-page adverts. In 1980 I donated one of the 
Micromate-180 units and a copy of my thesis to the 
USCF's museum. 

* Being extremely accurate, the Micromate depicted 
time to the nearest second. The merit of this capability 
was first demonstrated at the Lone Pine tournament in 
1979, where a grandmaster game was decide with just 
about one second left on the clock! This Lone Pine tour- 
nament was the first international event in which the 
Micromate- 180 was used to time an officially sanctioned 
game (Formanek vs. Chandler), and was used by the 
contemporary challenger, Viktor Korchnoi (photos avail- 
able). 

* The clock was fully programmable by the user. A 
large variety of game types and time permutations were 
possible. 

* Time lost to an illegal move was recoverable, even 
to several moves back. 

More comprehensive information, including a user 
manual, is available. 

In 1981, after selling about 200 units and when it 
became clear that the Micromate-180 would never be 
a commercial success (at about $200/unit), I pulled 
the product off the market. Reality confirmed my the- 
sis' conclusions and I could no longer afford to support 
the substantial cost of this project. 

My current interest is simply to preserve my place 
in chess history as the inventor and first commercial 
producer of the digital chess clock and of the many 
innovative features that I am sure in time will become 
commonplace. 


corpo- 


Sincerely, 


Joseph Meshi 
Newport Beach, California 


Editor: An intersting piece of history. If any of our read- 
ers owned (or still has) a Micromate 180 I'd be inter- 
ested in their comments on this early digital clock. 
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To The Editor, 
I wanted to comment on one aspect of "The Editor's 


Report" as follows: 

“Bay area organizers should check with private 
schools, union halls, junior colleges and recreation 
departments in an effort to locate affordable playing 


space.” 
; HA! I have! First, lets start with the two million 


dollars of liability insurance that all of those areas 
require. I was able to get some insurance for the 1998 
calChess Scholastics for $200 because the Santa Clara 
Convention Center has a special in-house price. Gen- 
erally, you are looking at about $1000 for a weekend. 
Second, Schools are outrageous in the cost of facili- 
ies. The Univ. of the Pacific wanted us badly—the 
best cost for the weekend was $10,000. My college, 
Ohlone Junior College, I can rent for $4,000 for a week- 
end. No special price deals—if we had a chess club the 
cost would be greatly reduced—this may be the next 
step— but, they do not have the requisite tables and 
chairs. The Fremont Recreation Department charges 
475 an hour for its larger facilities. Steve Seegmiller 
was able to get. co-sponsorship from the Delta J Cem 
stockton because of a close friend at Rotary, but Steve 
moved to LA. Any other cheap ideas—I'll be happy to 
send you around the Bay Area. Oh, the hotels are a 
minimum of $3600 for the 10,000 sq ft we need for our 
state Scholastics and that is if we make the room 
nights. They, however, do not require 2 million dollars 
in insurance, nor do we generally have to rent tables 
and chairs. Note the *generally"—The Embassy Suites 
ran out of tables and chairs and an extra 160 chairs 
plus a few tables cost $700—hard to believe—and that 
was their cost. They showed us the bill from the rental 
facility. 

I doubt most people have any idea how expensive 
itis to hold a large tournament. My quads which drew 
107 and 102 players was reasonable because I was 
able to hold them as a school organization and they 
only cost me $22 an hour for a custodian. But, none 
of the schools have a facility large enough to hold 600 
players. An adult tournament with 100 players would 
run about $1000 a day in the same school. 


Alan Kirshner 


Dear CCJ: 

| just received a flyer for the CalChess Winter Fes- 
tival on Martin Luther King weekend. The fee for ad- 
vanced entries was an astounding $69. I have no ob- 
jection to any enterprising individual organizing a tour- 
nament with large entry fees and large prize funds. 
After all, the players can display their approval or dis- 
approval by simply playing or not playing. 

However, the event in question is one of only two 
tournaments sanctioned by the official state organiza- 
tion. It determines the state champion and is directed 
by Richard Koepcke in his capacity as CalChess presi- 
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dent. I view the most important mission of CalChess 
to be the promotion of accessible events for the chess 
community. The number of participating players 
should be maximized. In additon, new players should 
be encouraged to enter. Instead, they are overwhelmed 
by the expense. (Yes, I know that there is a first-time- 
USCF-member ‘deal’ for a mere $85.) 

I would like to see all concerned CalChess mem- 
bers let our officers and board members know that 
they would prefer to see more affordable events that 
will result in more people playing chess. It's up to our 
state organization to lead the way. 


Sincerely, 
Donald Wolitzer 
Livermore 


Editor: Don's points are well taken as to the high ex- 
pense of tournament chess to new players. However, 
as Alan Kirshner’s letter points out the cost to any orga- 
nizer of any reasonable room space in the Bay Area ts 
sky high. Short of a major economic depression, I don't 
have any easy answer. 


To The Editor 

The “Test Your Tactics” page 29, Vol 11, Number 3 
has a serious flaw in problem number 8. The pro- 
posed solution you give of 1. .... Rg4! should actually 
be shown as  l. .... Rg4?? since this loses for Black! 
The winning White response is 2. Kh1 and Black's at- 
tack is completely stalled. The desperation try DL. unns 
Rg3? fails to the simple 3. fxg3 Qxg3, 4. Bgl etc. Mean- 
while White is threatening the pawns at b7 and d5 as 
well as Qe8+ picking up the f7 pawn. After the pro- 
posed move of 1. .... Rg4? it is also hard to see how 
Black can disentangle his heavy pieces quickly enough 
to avoid the loss of additional pawns leaving White with 
a winning ending. 


From the diagrammed position, it is interesting to 
ask if Black has ANY move to save a draw! Perhaps 
the best try is 1. .... Qe7! Then, if 2. Qxd5 Rxe3!! 3. 
fxe3 Qxe34 4. Kh1 Qg3 5. Kgl Qe3-, etc. we have a 
draw by repetition. However, White may still try for a 
swindle win after 3. .... Q@xe3+ by 4. Rf2!? Then if Black 
falls for the sucker move of 4. .... Bg3??, 5. Qxf7+ Kh7 
6. Qf3 Bxf7+ 7. Qxf7 and White has good winning 
chances due to the passed d pawn. Black does not 
have to play 4. ... Bg3?? since the draw is still there by 
4. .... Qel+ 5. Rfl Qe3+ etc. This is lot's of interesting 
tactics, but not what was intended! 


Gene Levin 


Editor: You're absolutely right that there is a hole a 
mile wide in the solution. Rats! It's a position from one 
of my own games Allan Fifield 
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Class Place 
Open Ist 
2nd 
Expert 1-2 
A lst 
2-3 
B 1-2 
C lst 
2-5 
D 1-3 
E 1-2 
F 1-4 
UNR l 





THE THIRTY-THIRD ANNUAL 
1997 LERA SUNNYVALE CLASS CHAMPION SHIPS 
AUGUST 16 & 17, 1997 


Player 
Walter Browne 
Alan Stein 


Tim Kokesh 


Anthony Rozenvasse 


Antonio Angel 


David Wait 
Ruben Catig 


Bill Conrad 
Andrew Handler 


Jim Stapleton 


German Valdimir 
John Goudy 

Roy McCollough 
Cesar Cuellar 


Arron Wynn 
Peter Lwin 
Michael Lane 


Bill Dixon 
Ricky Grijalva 


Alan Jensen 
Ankit Gupta 
Alberto Cisneros 
Wolfgang Behm 


Lowell Liwat 


Rating 


2630 
2365 


2074 
2048 


1940 


1980 
1944 


1702 
1712 


1555 


1524 
1504 
1380 
1595 


1205 
1347 
1270 


103] 
1120 


875 
870 
970 
958 


City 
Berkeley 
Menlo Park 


San Jose 


Cupertino 


Miami Beach 


Walnut Creek 
San Francisco 


El Cerrito 
Orinda 


Los Altos 


San Francisco 
Nevada City 
Fairfield 
Modesto 


Redwood City 
San Jose 
San Jose 


Sunnyvale 
Benicia 


Fairfield 
Los Altos 
Cupertino 
Santa Clara 


San Ramon 


Prize 
S500 
S300 


$320 
$320 


$350 


S175 
S175 


S240 
S240 


$200 


S50 
S50 
S50 
$50 


$33 
$33 
$33 


S50 
S50 


$25 
$25 
$25 
$25 


$100 


Score 
4-0 
3 1/2-1/2 


3 1/2-1/2 
3 1/2-1/9 


4-0 


3 1/2-1/2 
3 1/2-1/2 


3 1/2-1/2 
9 1/2-1/2 


4-] 


3-] 
3-] 
3-1 
3-1 


3-1 
a 
3-1 


4-0 
4-0 


3-] 
3-1 
3-1 
3-1 


3-1 


Bay Area chessplayers continue to be deeply indebted to LERA organizer Jim Hurt. As advertised on the 
tournament flyer, the prize fund was to be based on 160 


organizer Jim Hurt donated enou 


gh money from his own retirement savin 


paid players. With less than 140 paid players, 
gs account to permit the LERA 


Chess Club to pay out the full $4000.00 in cash prizes as advertised on their flyer. (Class F received 


$100.00 and Brilliancy Prizes received $1 
Ted Yudacufski. The best games of LERA will 


5 mWugan Pillelq - nr 


00.00) 
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. The 141 total players were ably directed by Jim Hurt and 
appear in the next issue of CCJ. 
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The Crisis in the USCF 


HOW OMOV LOST 
A Report From The 1997 Delegates Meeting 
by Hal Terrie 


A number of the CompuServe 
Chess Forum members are strong 
and articulate advocates of One 
Member One Vote. It was a week 
long debate in this Forum with 
some of these people that resulted 
in my conversion to the OMOV 
cause about two years ago. For 
that reason I decided that I would 
document as fully as I could the 
decision process at the U.S. Open 
this year. To that end I made de- 
tailed notes of all the various work- 
shops and meetings I attended. 
What follows is a reconstruction 
of events based on those notes. Two 
complete sets of new Bylaws were 
published in the Advance Agenda 
for the Delegates; one of them was 
a genuine OMOV system, spon- 
sored by six members of the Policy 
Board. Even if the OMOV proposal 
lost, that it appeared on the agenda 
atall was an historic achievement. 
| expected a lively debate; with 
most of the Policy Board behind it, 
| thought OMOV had a real chance. 
What actually happened was very 
different. As the saying goes, 
OMOV died not with a bang but with 
a whimper. Though I didn't real- 
ize it at the time, by the time the 
Delegates Meeting began the is- 
sue was already decided. With a 
few adroit maneuvers at the meet- 
ing, debate on the issue was by- 
passed altogether. 


THE FIRST DAYS 


I arrived in Orlando on Satur- 
day 8/2. I expected that the criti- 
cal moment for the two gover- 
nance proposals would come on 
Friday, at the Blue Ribbon Panel 
and Bylaws workshops. It would be 
there that most of the actual de- 
bate would take place. Straw polls 
would be taken and the votes re- 
ported to the Delegates when their 
meeting convened the next day. In 
fact, behind the scenes maneu- 
vering began almost at once. 

Within the first couple of days 


of the tournament, I came upon 
Eric Schiller sitting with a small 
group of Delegates. He was argu- 
ing forcefully against OMOV. His 
line was that he was in favor of 
OMOV in principle but that the 
Policy Board proposal had no “safe- 
guards." He thought that their sys- 
tem would allow a wealthy candi- 
date an unfair advantage - the 
ability to contact the entire mem- 
bership directly with an expensive 
mass mailing. In particular, he 
thought the PB proposal was prac- 
tically a free pass to the USCF 
Presidency for Bill Goichberg, a 
prospect he viewed with loathing. 

At first I thought this discus- 
sion was just a random occurrence. 
After all, Schiller was there to ex- 
plain next years Hawaii U.S. Open 
to the players at this year’s tour- 
nament. He spoke to many groups 
of players about the details and 
had an elaborate travel cost com- 
parison sheet and other materi- 
als to hand out. Yet on at least two 
subsequent occasions I. found him 
with groups of Delegates, arguing 
against OMOV. If there were other 
persons conducting lobbying ses- 
sions I did not see them; Schiller 
conducted his openly in the hall- 
ways but perhaps others were more 
discreet. 

Meanwhile, word filtered down 
that there would be special proce- 
dures at the Delegates Meeting to 
handle debate on the proposals. 
USCF President Schultz had met 
with members of the Blue Ribbon 
Panel (Steve Doyle and Woody 
Harris) and the USCF Parliamen- 
tarian (Mike Nolan). It had been 
agreed that neither proposal could 
be passed without many amend- 
ments being considered If normal 
procedure was followed, there would 
be amendments, then amend- 
ments to the amendments, sub- 
stitutes for the amendments etc. 
etc., all accompanied by lengthy 
debate. The Delegates might not 
finish the agenda in the allotted 





NM Hal Terrie 


two days. So Nolan suggested that 
the Delegates reconvene as a Com- 
mittee of the Whole, then proceed 
to narrow the field of amendments 
with a series of straw polls on the 
various options. This procedure 
would be explained at the begin- 
ning of the Delegates Meeting and 
voted on right after Committee re- 
ports were completed. It seemed 
logical enough. 


THE BLUE RIBBON 
PANEL WORKSHOP 


Friday Aug. 8 finally arrived and 
the Blue Ribbon Panel workshop 
convened at 10 AM. Three mem- 
bers of the panel were there to ex- 
plain their proposal: Woody Har- 
ris of VA, Steve Doyle of NJ and 
Helen Warren of IL. Harris took 
the lead role. He led the assembled 
Delegates through the details, ex- 
plaining that the Panel had been 
much influenced by their study of 
governance systems of other non- 
profit groups. (By the way, most of 
those in attendance were indeed 
Delegates, despite the fact that the 
workshops are open to anyone. 
Year after year I tell everyone who 
will listen that they can really in- 
fluence USCF policy if they attend 
the workshops, and year after year 
no one but Delegates attend.) 

Helen Warren spoke next; she 
had done much of the research 
on academic writing about gover- 
nance systems and gave her con- 
clusions from that reading. Finally, 
Steve Doyle spoke. While the other 
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two had only explained, Doyle took 
the role of advocate/cheerleader. 
He strongly urged the acceptance 
of the Blue Ribbon Panel (BRP) pro- 
posal. The only one of the three 
to mention OMOV directly, he ar- 
gued that if the USCF membership 
really wanted it, they would use 
the BRP system to elect Delegates 
who would put it on the agenda 
and pass it within a couple of years. 

Then the meeting was opened 
for discussion. The first question 
was from Harold Winston of IL: why 
did the BRP proposal reduce the 
number of Policy Board electors 
from 460 to about 114 (90 Del- 
egates plus the Delegates at 
Large)? At first the BRP members 
avoided answering the question 
but as more and more Delegates 
rose to oppose reducing the num- 
ber of voters (a partial list: Fan 
Adams, Jim Eade, Roger Gotschall, 
Bob Smith, Gary Prince) Steve 
Doyle let his true colors show. He 
Said, among other things, that 90 
is the number that actually shows 
up at the U.S. Open, that these 
people are the “opinion leaders” 
and are less subject to manipula- 
tion because they are strong willed 
and independently minded. It was 
not exactly the high point of the 
meeting. Fortunately the consen- 
sus was for more voters; the Del- 
egates eventually adopted a sys- 
tem with about 500 voters. 

A major turning point for 
OMOV came early in the meeting 
when John McCrary of South 
Carolina rose to speak. McCrary 
is a widely respected Delegate 
because of his frequent brokering 
of compromises. He has short cir- 
cuited many a heated debate with 
his carefully crafted substitute 
motions. My personal view is that 
his relentless pursuit of the middle 
ground sometimes leaves prin- 
ciple trampled in the dust but there 
are not many who share that view. 
McCrary spoke in favor of the BRP 
proposal. He said that it was an 
evolutionary approach to gover- 
nance reform. He called OMOV “a 
total wild change ... a big gamble." 
If we adopt OMOV and it flops, he 
said, there is no going back. Bet- 
ter to try a partial change and see 
how it goes. 
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After that, there was little fur- 


ther discussion of OMOV. None of 


the Policy Board members in at- 
tendance chose to speak on the 
subject of OMOV. I assumed that 
they were waiting to make their 
pitch at the Bylaws workshop. The 
remainder of the meeting focused 
on details of the BRP proposal. 


THE BYLAWS WORKSHOP 


The Bylaws workshop convened 
at 3 PM on Friday Aug. 8. Harold 
Winston was the Committee 
Chairman and conducted the 
meeting. Winston believes 
strongly in taking straw votes on 
the various issues (which can sub- 
sequently be reported at the Del- 
egates meeting), so he had pre- 
pared an easel with a long list of 
items to be voted on. OMOV was 
#10 on the list. 

When One Man One Vote fi- 
nally came up, Bill Goichberg rose 
to make the case for the Policy 
Board proposal. He argued that it 
would increase participation in 
USCF affairs by USCF members 
and result in the creation more 
organizers of tournaments and 
other chess events in the process. 
That it would also be more demo- 
cratic seemed not to be an impor- 
tant issue for him. His delivery 
was very low key and unenthusi- 
astic. Goichberg was obviously 
for OMOV but was not a very elo- 
quent advocate. Despite the fact 
that he frequently referred to notes 
on a yellow pad, his remarks 
seemed poorly organized and not 
well prepared. Though nearly the 
entire Policy Board was in atten- 
dance, none of the others chose to 
speak on the subject of their 
OMOV proposal. 

The next speaker was former 
USCF President Tim Redman, who 
argued against OMOV. Good deci- 
sions are based on good informa- 
tion, he said. The many letters 
and phone calls which Delegates 
receive during a campaign provide 
much better information than a 
small election insert in Chess Life. 
Redman was followed by John 
McCrary, who repeated his argu- 
ment that the BRP proposal was 

better as a compromise first try. 
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Then it was the turn of Jerry 
Hanken of CA, who served three 
terms on the Policy Board. Hanken 
delivered a thundering denuncia. 
tion of the BRP proposal. It was a 
Sham and a delusion, he Said, not 
real reform at all. As long as there 
is a relatively small number of vot- 
ers, they will be subject to ma- 
nipulation by the "old boy" network 
of opinion makers. The only way 
to achieve real change was to 
adopt OMOV, he concluded, and he 
strongly urged the passage of the 
Policy Board’s OMOV proposal. 

Shortly after that, the work- 
Shop voted. The vote was 13 in 
favor of OMOV, 25 Opposed and 6 
abstentions. The rest of the work- 
shop dealt with other issues. It Was 
now clear that OMOV would lose 
but I still hoped for further debate 
at the Delegates Meeting. 


THE DELEGATES MEETING 


The Delegates Meeting con- 
vened at 9 AM on Saturday August 
9th. The special procedures for 
dealing with the two governance 
proposals were explained; the vote 
on them would take place when the 
Blue Ribbon Panel report came up 
during Committee reports. Reports 
from other Committees and the 
USCF Officers consumed the en- 
lire morning. The meeting re- 
cessed for lunch, supposedly until 
2 PM, but the awards banquet then 
ran very late and it was not until 
3 PM that the Delegates recon- 
vened. The vote to reconvene as 
a Committee of the Whole then 
passed without opposition, and con- 
trol of the meeting was passed to 
Woody Harris, who was represent- 
ing the BRP. 

Harris immediately began the 
straw polls. The first one was for 
"change" vs. “no change.” Change 
won by an overwhelming margin - 
there were only 14 votes out of 
nearly 100 for no change. The next 
vote was to be on the BRP pro- 
posal vs. the OMOV proposal. As 
he seemed to be preparing to take 
the vote immediately, I raised a 
point of information. I said to Har- 
ris that it seemed that the first 
vote had whisked by with very little 
discussion and now it looked like 
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ihere would be no debate on this 
important question. Was there 
sing to be time for debate on the 
issues. | asked? Yes, he said, but 
later. These votes were just to get 
a general idea of where the Del- 
egates stood on the issues, so that 
time might be conserved later. | 
nad to settle for that but it turned 
out that “later” never came. The 
vote proceeded. It was 61 for the 
BRP proposal, 33 for OMOV. 

The discussion then turned to 
ihe details of the BRP proposal. One 
detail after another was voted on. 
suddenly there was debate. When- 
ever it seemed that opinion on an 
issue was closely divided, long 
ines of speakers formed for and 
against, and were recognized one 
v one. It became clear that this 
*was* the real time for debate but 
that the 2-1 margin against OMOV 
had eliminated it as a candidate 
fordiscussion. 2-1 was a big mar- 
gn but not so big that it would be 
impossible to change a few minds 
with an open airing of views. lt is 
true that as much time as possible 
had to be saved but I thought that 
such an important issue should 
have received at least a few min- 
utes of discussion. I truly do not 
know if this was a deliberate plan 
by Woody Harris or just a snap 
decision based on the lopsided vote. 

I will not go into all the details 
ofthe final Bylaws document here. 
The Delegates worked on it until 
nearly 6:30 PM, then ended the 
Committee of the Whole procedure 
and recessed for the day. The BRP 
and the Bylaws Committee were 
to incorporate all the voted changes 
intothe BRP Bylaws and print up 
a complete document for the Del- 
egates to see the next morning. 
We were told the next day that they 
worked on it until nearly 3 AM. 


THE FINAL CURTAIN 


The Delegates Meeting reconvened 
at9 AM Sunday morning, August 
10. The new Bylaws document was 
handed out and the implementa- 
tion procedures were explained. 
Because the new Bylaws docu- 
ment had been prepared in haste, 
ithad a number of typos and other 
llaws. So, the Delegates would vote 
to adopt it but delay the implemen- 


tation for a year until they could 
vote on a final, cleaned up ver- 
sion in August 1998. Meanwhile, 
a 1998 election for all seven PB 
members would take place under 
the old system, with the top four 
vote getters serving four year 
terms and the other three serving 
two year terms. 

The new Bylaws would then 
take effect on Sept. 10, 1998, with 
the first state level OMOV elec- 
tion of Delegates being that same 
year. The first election of PB 
members under the new Bylaws 
would thus not be until 2000 (for 
the three spots of those serving 
two year terms). 

The formal vote was then taken 
by the Delegates. It was an anti- 
climax. The BRP Bylaws passed 
overwhelmingly. After that, the 
meeting moved on to other busi- 
ness. A revised Code of Ethics was 
passed, and a Code of Conduct for 
the Policy Board. In order to finish 
the agenda, a large block of mo- 
tions held over from the previous 
year was simply tabled, along with 
all motions whose sponsors were 
not present at the meeting. 


IMPLICATIONS 


So, what does all this mean for 
supporters of OMOV? In practical 
terms, it means that OMOV is dead 
for at least the next five years or 
so. The Delegates are unlikely to 
consider any further change before 
this new system has been tried. 
We won't see PB members elected 
under the new system until 2000, 
and then they will want to see how 
the new PB members work out for 
a couple of years... So, for the fore- 
seeable future the only shot may 
be to take up Steve Doyle's chal- 
lenge to try to elect Delegates who 
favor OMOV. I don't see any other 
way it can happen now. 

One thing I will definitely rec- 
ommend: all USCF members, no 
matter how discouraged by the fail- 
ure of OMOV, should VOTE in their 
state level elections for Delegates, 
even if they don't like any of the 
candidates. The larger the voter 
turnout, the better the case for real 
OMOV. And who knows, maybe 
we really *can* elect enough OMOV 
supporting Delegates. 
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A Reply to 
Hal Terrie 


by 
Eric Schiller 


Hal Terrie presents his discus- 
sion from the point of view of a sup- 
porter of OMOV (One Man One Vote), 
and I'd like to respond as an oppo- 
nent of OMOV and a supporter of 
SOMOV (State One Man One Vote ), 
a form of which was passed at the 
Open. As Hal points out, I argued 
against OMOV on the grounds that 
it would make money a major deter- 
mining factor in elections, something 
that has not been the case in the 
past. 

With the old system, one only 
had to contact a few hundred people, 
making mailings and phone calls. 
This was an affordable method of pro- 
moting a candidate. With OMOV, 
reaching the voters would cost over 
$15,000 per mailing, even on a con- 
servative estimate. Therefore only 
rich people could mount a full cam- 
paign for the policy board. Although 
many voters are joining the Internet, 
the percentage is still too small to 
be significant at present, so there is 
no alternative to expensive mailings. 
Who could afford such a luxury? Only 
those who are independently wealthy 
or who have such vested interests 
at stake that they would be willing 
to spend thousands of dollars to run 
for the PB. While I do not, as Terrie 
states, view the prospect of Bill 
Goichberg as president “with loath- 
ing”, I do fear the election of any 
major organizer who makes a living 
from chess. We have seen many 
changes in chess which have been 
designed for the benefit of organiz- 
ers, including ludicrous re-entry and 
purchased byes, single events played 
at different time controls depending 
on schedule, and a variety of regula- 
tions designed to assiste organizers 
too cheap to hire enough trained 
staff. With OMOV, we would be over- 
whelmed by such organizers on the 
PB. 

Promoting the 1998 US Open and 
Hawaii International Games Festi- 
val was my primary purpose in visit- 
ing Orlando. A commitment to the 
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Mind Sports Olympiad in London, 
where I was arbiter of the World 
Computer Programming contest, kept 
me from playing. So I had plenty of 
time to present my views on OMOV. 
and I did so exclusively in public. To 
each OMOV supporter I met I raised 
a simple question: What safeguards 
can you offer to prevent the role of 
money from becoming decisive in an 
election. Answers were not forthcom- 
ing. Even leading OMOV advocates 
such as Sylvester Robes admitted 
that my predictions could well be 
true. Nor did Mr. Terrie offer any so- 
lutions. 

I had raised this issue for months 
on the Internet, without ever seeing 
any suggestion which would address 
this problem, which I felt made 
OMOV anti-democratic. 

It is clear to me that if we have a 
system in which wealthy persons and 
major organizers had a built-in ad- 
vantage, this would be even worse 
than what we have now. On the 
Internet I argued for SOMOV, an ap- 
proach where each USCF member 
receives a vote, within a state, and 
elects representatives who make 
major decisions including electing 
the board. OMOV-ers whined that 
this was indirect election and not suf- 
ficiently democratic, but it is the way 
our country works, a system that has 
served us pretty well. We do not di- 
rectly elect the President, but use 
the Electoral College. Our nation’s 
policy is determined by a combina- 
tion of the executive branch (=PB) and 
congress (=delegates). I feel that a 
similar system would provide the 
checks and balances we need. 

The important goal, in the short 
term, is to rid the USCF of the oli- 
garchies which control it by dominat- 
ing state chess associations, which 
are generally small groups which have 
a mere fraction of the USCF mem- 
bership of the state. These oligar- 
chies presently appoint the voters. 
This wretched system had to go. 
SOMOV allows minority views to be 
represented in a state. A Campaign 
can be effectively mounted at the 
grass-roots level. Most state asso- 
ciations cannot influence the major- 
ity of USCF members in the state. 
The little guy can win at the state 
level, as long as every USCF mem- 
ber, not just state association mem- 


bers, has a vote. 


More importantly, it is harder for 
political slates to dominate at the 
local level. Most of the USCF national 
elections have featured one group 


fighting another for all the marbles. 


Our elections have also been dirty and 
spiteful, because they are one-on- 
one. The new system will have the 
election of a PB followed by the PB 
organizing itself internally. We stand 
a better chance of getting the best 
people onto the board, because they 
will not be running against each 


other. That is another significant re- 
form. 

In the months leading up to the 
Orlando meeting I argued on 


rec.games.chess. politics that OMOV 


was dangerously flawed. No steps 
were taken to address the problems, 
and it went down to crashing defeat. 
The original BRP proposal was just 
as bad, maybe even worse. I was de- 
termined to vote against both propos- 
als unless they were fixed. BRP, with- 
out any intervention on my part (I 
didn’t even attend the workshop) 
adopted a form of what I had been 
advocating on the Internet, and | 
think that the Internet community, 
a public and democratic entity, had a 
great effect in encouraging the reform 
of the BRP proposal, while the OMOV 
proponents kept their heads in the 
sand, refusing to acknowledge the 
dangers of their plan. So in the end, 
the BRP coughed up a plan that most 
of us considered an improvement on 
a status quo, and it was adopted. 
The procedure by which the de- 
bate and vote took place seemed 
somewhat improvisational, but not 
unfair. After all, there had been plenty 
of time for discussion at the Open, 


and in chess, as in Congress, only a 
negligible number of votes are 
changed as a result of debate On the 
floor. The overwhelming Margin by 
which OMOV was rejected made i 
clear that additional arguments 
would have done nothing to ch 
the decision. 

SOMOV is a first step in the pro- 
cess of reforming the USCF. The 
implementation chosen by the del. 
egates is too slow for my taste. and 
there are minor aspects I would pre- 
fer to see changed. There will be time 
enough for that later. We now have 
to give our new system a chance and 
see what it produces. Every USCF 
member now has as much of a vote 
as they do in our federal system. This 
is a form of democracy. 

If the OMOV crowd want to pur- 
sue their plan, they can do so in the 
future. But I believe that the dan- 
gers of their plan are so clear, that 
they will need major revision to 
convinvce the membership to adopt 
it. With SOMOV, they now have their 
chance to lobby the USCF member- 
ship, who now have votes. I doubt 
they will succeed, because OMOV is 
not ready for prime time. It basically 
has an emotional and philosophical 
appeal, but anyone who considers 
the consequences realizes that the 
universal vote will be sham, because 
only those with lots of money can 
afford to run a successful campaign. 

Let’s see how SOMOV works. If 
it succeeds in giving the USCF mem- 
ber a sufficient say in policy, fine. If 
not, we will need to find something 
else. Giving the control of policy ex- 
clusively to the rich, powerful or fa- 
mous is no way to go. 


ange 


19th Livermore Open 
November 1-2, 1997 


lst 
2nd 
| st-3rd 


Emmanuel Perez (2412) 
James MacFarland (2223) 
Mark Brown (2067) 
Jimmy Plumb (2061) 


Walter Wood (1940) 


| st-2nd 


Todd McFarren (1735) 


Roy McCullough (1439) 


I st-2nd 


Jeff Andersen (1638) 


Matthew Ho (1524) 


| st 
2nd 


Alberto Cisneros (1103) 
Garrett Chan (1028) 
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1998 Sacramento Chess Championship 
January 31" and February 1“, 1998 


PLACE: Samuel Jackman Middle School, 7925 Kentwall Drive, Sacramento. From Highway 99, take the 
Mack Road West exit about 1 mile and turn left on Center Park Drive (from I-5, take the Pocket 
Road East exit approximately 4 miles to Center Park Drive and turn right). Go about 1 mile and turn 
left on Bamford Drive. After a short distance, the school will be on the left. Turn left on Kentwall 
and use the large parking lot. Signs will direct you to the tournament hall. 


EVENT: Two sections, Open (open to all players) and Reserve (under 1800). Ratings will be based on the 
12/97 USCF Supplement. Five round swiss. 


SCHEDULE: Registration: 1/31/98, 8:00 am - 9:00 am (Late entries see below) 
Saturday: Round 1, 9:30 am; Round 2, 2:00 pm; Round 3, 6:30 pm; time controls, 40/90, G/30 


Sunday: Round 4, 9:00 am; Round 5, 3:30 pm, time controls, 40/2, G/1 


ENTRY FEE: Early Registration (mailed by 1/24/98): $40 each section, $45 after 1/25/98. Under age 19, $20 
(early registration and on-site). USCF membership required and available on-site (see entry form). 


PRIZES: Prizes based on 38 entries in each section (Open and Reserve). The prize fund and/or number of 
prizes will be increased or decreased based on total entries in each section. 


Open: ]*-$325,23-$200,37-$125 Reserve: [t= $325.0 “9200.3 $125 
*Under 2100: 1% - $225, 2° - $150, 3°-$100 *Under 1500: 1* - $225, 2" - $150, 3" - $100 


NOTES: Unrated players ineligible for asterisked prizes. Prize checks will be mailed out to winners 
on February 4, 1998. Sacramento Chess Champion trophies awarded to highest scoring resident of 
Sacramento County in the Open and Reserve sections. Tie-break information on-site. 


OTHER: Registration closes at 9:00 am to allow rd 1 to start on time. One 1/2 point bye per player available. 
Late entries given 1/2 point bye or paired against late entry per TD discretion. 1/2 point byes must be 
requested before completion of the previous round. Rd 5 bye must be requested prior to the end of rd 
3 and may not be changed. No smoking on school grounds. No computers. Wheelchair access. 
Nearest lodging: Motel 6, Highway 99 at Mack Road (2 sites), (916) 689-9141 or (916) 689-6555 


MORE INFO: Contact organizer and TD John M’Cumiskey, e-mail: jmc-lmc@pacbell.net; phone: (916) 557-7053 
(days), (916) 428-5532 (eves). 


1998 SACRAMENTO CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP ENTRY FORM 
Phone: ( ) USCF Rating: 
City & State: 






Name: 








Address: 


Zip: USCF ID Number: 
Entry Fee (circle one): $40 (by 1/24/98); $45 (after 1/24/98); $20 (Under 19) Date of Birth: 
Circle the section being entered: OPEN RESERVE (under 1800) 
USCF Dues: $40, Adult; $30, Senior; $15, Youth (Chess Life), $10, Scholastic (School Mates) 
Mail to: Sacramento Chess Club, c/o 6700 50" Street, Sacramento, CA 95823 Amount of Check $ 


Expiration Date: 
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A Tale of 3 Petrofis 


At the 19th Livermore Open, 
the open section had an odd num- 


ber of players, so organizer Don 


Wolitzer volunteered to play a game 
for the house against Richard 
Newey: 


Don Wolitzer (1830) 

Richard Newey (1708) 

19th Livermore Open, 
Rd 1, Nov. 1, 1997 


l.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.Nxe5 d6 
4.Nf3 Nxe4 5.Qe2 












M, CO 





"mou 
EN BAZ 


Capablanca’s line. White gets 
an extra tempo while Black gets 
an early Queen trade. 







0...Qe7 6.d3 Nf6 7.Bg5 Qxe2+ 
S.Bxe2 Be7 9.Nc3 Bd7 


9....c6 is considered more nor- 
mal here, though per Don , this is 
in the books as OK. 


10.d4 Nc6 11.0-O-O O-O-O 
12.h3 


Not really needed here, but 
White has a move to spare. Black 
suffers from tangled pieces, espe- 
cially the e7 Bishop. 


12.h6 13.Bh4 Bf5 

Suffering from the illusion 
that the coming attack on c2 re- 
ally matters to White. 
14.Rhel Nb4 15.Bc4 

Of course! There is nothing on 
c2 except a hanging Bishop on 
Cite. 
15... Rd7 16.Bb3 


.. and White has his tempo to 


Picture by Allan Fifield 


by Keith Mehl 


Director of the 19th Livermore Open 


protect c2. 
. £5 17.Bg3 Bg6 18.a3 


Amazingly a3 is an attack- 
ing move! 


18...Nc6 


And where else for Black to re- 
treat the Knight? Perhaps ... Na6 
which would hold out longer... 


19.Ba4 


This wins at least the ex- 
change with threats to the Rook 
at d7, the Bishop at e7, and the 
Knight at c6. 


R7d8 20.Bxc6 1-0 


As luck would have it, I was 
given the task of playing for the 
house in round 3: 

Keith Mehl (2131) 
Christopher Black (1928) 
19th Livermore Open 
Rd 3, Nov. 2, 1997 


l.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.Nxe5 

I used to play this line years 
ago, but quit in favor of 3. d4. But 
after Don's game the previous 


day... 


3... d6 4.Nf3 Nxe4 5.Qe2 


Genial Don Wolitzer(left) started the Petroff madness in Livermore. 





. how could I resist? 


Qe7 6.43 Nf6 7.Bg5 Qxe2: 
8.Bxe2 Be7 9.Nc3 c6 


The main line as given in 
MCO. Black gets rid of the pos- 
sible threat on c7 and prepares 
wc. 


10.d4 Be6 


Why not ... d5? White still has 
better development, but Black is 
solid. 


11.0-O-O Nbd7 


Again, why not ... d5? 


12.Rhel h6?! 


This is the last chance for ... 
d5. Now White’s rooks plow 
through the center files while 
Black’s are bookends... 


13.d5!? 


This actually may lose a pawn, 
but I couldn’t see through to the 
end and didn’t care. The center 
gets blasted open for White's 
rooks. 


13....Bxd5 14.Nxd5 Nxd5 
15.Bxe7 Nxe7 16.Rxd6 O-O-0 
17.Bc4 


* ‘ 
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The point of the previous se- 


quence. Black loses at least a 


pawn 
Í25s Nd5 


During my analysis of 13. d5 
and 17. Bc4, | expected ... Nf5 here 
with ... f6 to follow, but it turns out 
ihe Knight is trapped there (Rd2 
ad g4), which Chris pointed out 
i me after the game. 


— o ———— — —— 


j$.Bxdb Kc7 19.Rxd7- Rxd7 
10.Bc4 Rhd8  21.Bd3 Rd5 
).Re7* R8d7 23.Rxd7* Kxd7 
)4.Bc4 Rf5 25. Bxf7 1-0 for if 
.Rxf7 26. Ne5«. 


| Amazingly, the players the 

| house met in rounds 1 and 3 met 

| ach other in the 4th round: 
Richard Newey (1708) 

| Christopher Black (1928) 

| 19th Livermore Open, 

| Round 4, Nov. 2, 199 

| 1e4 eB 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.Nxe5 d6 

| 4N3 Nxe4 5.9e2 


| 


What else? 


Q7 6.d3 Nf6 7.Bg5 Qxe2- 
|, &Bxe2 Be7 9.Nc3 c6 10.0-O- 
| 0 Bg4? 





Why not ... d5? White still will 

| have the lead in development, but 

Black will have his fair share of 
| the center. 


|]LRhel Nbd7 12.Nd4 Bxe2 
| 13.Rxe2 Kd8 


| As the result of the Bishop sor- 
tie, Black is faced with the pros- 

| pct of a pin on e2. However, the 

| quare e8 is just as vulnerable 
with the King on d8. 


l4.Rdel h6 15.Bf4 Re8 16.Nf5 
B8 17.Nxd6 Bxd6 18.Bxd6 NfS 
| 19.Rxe8+ Nxe8 20.Bxf8 1-0 
| 
More games from the tourna- 
nent, with annotations by me: 
Richard Salazar (1842) 
Roy Jackson (1717) 
19th Livermore Reserve 
Round 1, Nov. 1, 1997 


le4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.e5 Bfd 4.Nf3 
6 5.Be2 c5 6.0-0? 


White can’t allow Black to 
break up his center, c3 is needed 


6.... Nc6? 
And for Black, why not ... cxd4? 


7.c3 Qb6? 





Black seems to think this is 
an Advanée French, but the 
moves ... Bf5 and O-O make a huge 
difference in the position. 


S.dxc5 Bxc5 9.b4 


Because the f2 pawn is invul- 
nerable, Black loses 2 full tem- 
pos and never recovers. 


9.....Bf8 10.Qa4 Bg4? 


Never, ever, try to make com- 
binations when you're this far be- 
hind in development. The hang- 
ing Bishop on e2 is no match for 
the hanging King on e8. 


11.Be3 Qd8 


Maybe...Qc7 with the idea of 
12.... Nb8? It probably loses almost 
as fast, but may offer some hope. 


12.b5 Nxe5? 


Consistent but immediately 
fatal. The Knight is needed for 
plugging the holes at c6 or d7. 


13.Nxe5 Bxe2 14.b6+ Ke7 
15.Bc5+ 1-0 as Black can choose 
between mate by Qf4 or loss of the 
Queen. 


Sinan Kaptanoglu (1984) 
Richard Newey (1708) 
19th Livermore Open 
Round 3, Nov. 2, 1997 


1l.d4 d5 2.c4 de 3.Nf3 c5 
4.Qa4+ Bd7 5.Qxc4 cd 6.Nxd4 
Nc6 7.Bf4 Qb6 8.Nxc6 Bxc6 
9.Nc3 Nf6 10.e4 g6 11.Be2 
Qxb2? 


Do you wonder why they say 
you should never take the Queen 
Knights Pawn with your Queen? 
Here's why... 


12.Rb1 Qa3  13.0-O  Qa5 
14.Nb5 Rc8 15.Rbcl Bg7 16.e5 


Here they come... 


16... Nd7 17.e6 Ne5 18.Bxe5 
Bxe5 19.ef+ Kf8 20.Qe6 Bxh2+ 
21.Kxh2 Rd8 22.Qe5 Kxf7 
23.Bc4+ e6 24. Qxe6+ Kg7 
25.Qe5+ Kh6 26.Rh1 1-0 


The upset of the tournament: 
Jonas Mutuc (1242) 
Stephen K. Sullivan (1741) 
19th Livermore Reserve 
Round 3, Nov. 2, 1997 


l.e4 g5  2.d4 Bg7 3.Be3 c5 
4.c3 cxd4 5.Bxd4 Bxd4 6.cxd4 
Nf6 7.Nc3 d6 8.Bb5+ Kf8 9.h3 
Qa5 10.Bd3 Nc6 11.Nge2 b6 
12.Qa4 Qxa4 13.Nxa4 Nb4 
14.Bb1 Ba6 15.Nac3 Rc8 16.a3 
Nd3+ 17.Bxd3 Bxd3 18.f3 h5 
19.Kd2 Ba6 20.Racl Kg7 
21.Rc2 Bc4 22.Nc1l Be6 23.d5 
Bd7 24.N1e2 Rc7 25.Rhcl 
Rhc8 26.Nd4 g4 27.h4 e6 
28.Ndb5 Bxb5 29.Nxb5 Rxc2+ 
30.Rxc2 Rxc2+ 31.Kxc2 exd5 
32.Nxd6 dxe4 33.Nxe4 Nd5 34. 
fxg4 hxg4 35.g3 fb 36.Nf2 Kg6 
37.Kd2 Kh5 38.Nd3 f4 39.Nxf4 
Nxf4 40.gxf4 Kxh4 41.Ke2 Kh3 
42.f5 g3 43.f6 g2 44.f7 g1=Q 


45.f8=Q Qg2+ 46.Qf2 Qg7 
47.Qf3- Kh4 48.Q@h1+ Kg5 
49.Qg2+ Kf6 50.Qxg7+ Kxg7 


51.Kd3 Kf6 52.Kc4 a6 53.Kd5 
1-0 


And a few other interesting 
games: 

Anna Thongtap (904) 

Wolfgang Behm (1010) 

19th Livermore Booster 

Round 4, Nov. 2, 1997 


1.44 Nf6 2.e3 e5 3.Nf3 e4 
4.Ne5 d6 5.Nc4 Be6 6.Be2 Bc4 
7.Bc4 d5 8.Bb3 Bd6 9.0-O Nbd7 
10.c4 c6 1l. c5 Bc7 12.Nc3 
Qe7 13.Qd2 Bh2+ 14.Kh1 Bc7 
15.Qe2 h5 16.f3 Ng4 17.fg hg+ 
18.Kg1 Rhl+ 19.Kh1 Qh4+ 20. 
Kgl Qh2+ 21. Kf2 Bg3++ 


continued on page 25 
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Beginner’s 


Corner 





In the previous article we noted 
thatthe f-pawn may become a target 
for the opponent until you have 
castled. Of course, that’s not to say 
that castling will always lead to safety. 
In fact, while many of us are taught 
that king-side castling is the safest 
thing to do with a king in the open- 
ing, the very well-known combination 
of the bishop sacrifice at h7(2) actu- 
ally takes advantage of the limited 
choices available to a castled king 
when there are insufficient defend- 
ers helping to safeguard his majesty 
after a king-side castling. 

As with all combinations, a particu- 
lar set of circumstances needs to be 
present in the position on the board 
before a player should begin to con- 
sider the possibility of this combina- 
tional motif; yet, once present, the po- 
sition should be thoroughly studied for 
the exploitation of this well-known tac- 
tic. Looking at it from White's point of 
view (i.e., the attack will be directed 
against h7), the necessary ingredients, 
or circumstances present in the posi- 
tion are: the light-squared bishop hav- 
ing access to h7 along the b1-h7 di- 
agonal, a knight having access to g5 
(i.e., say, from f3) and the queen needs 
to have access to g4 and h5, usually 
along the d1-h5 diagonal. For ex- 
ample, in Diagram 1, say it's White's 








Diagram One 


turn to move. If after 1. Bh7:+ Black 
accepts ‘the’ sacrifice, 1l:....sKh7:, 
White follows with 2. Ng5+. If Black's 
king retreats, 2. ... Kh8, then 3. Qh5+ 
Kg8-, 4. Qh7 mate. If, instead, Black's 
king retreats 2. ... Kg8, then 3. Qh5 
(still) Rd1 (or anywhere else as 4. Qh7 
would be mate), 4. Qh7+ Kf8, 5. Qh8 
mate (since Black’s queen is blocking 


by 
Steve Cohen 


the escape at e7 — another circum- 
stance to look for before doing this 
combination). 

Work out Whites win for yourself 
if after 2. Ng5+ Black plays 2. ... Kg6. 
Suffice it to say that after 3. Qg4, 
threatening a discovered check (which 
is why the queen wants access to g4 
and h5, depending on if the Black 
monarch retreats or comes forward), 
White will still come out on top. To be 
sure, after 2. Ng5+, Black could give 
up the queen to try and avoid the up- 
coming mate by playing 2. ... Qxg5. 
However, this only prolongs the agony. 

Still this brings up an important 
point: What happens if, instead of a 
queen, Black has a bishop at e7 guard- 
ing g5 (i.e., interfering with White's 
knight's access to that square)? This 
is an important circumstance to con- 
sider as often Black's bishop is at e7. 
Never fear! Because, even if Black has 
a bishop threatening to capture the 
knight when it goes to g5, if White still 
has a rook at hl, so by first playing 
the h-pawn to h4 the combination is 
on again! This is so because,if the 
bishop captures the knight when the 
latter gives check at g5 then now White 
may recapture hxg with an uncovered 
check by the rook on the newly- 
opened h-file. This actually is more 
effective at helping the queen to de- 
liver the mate at h8. In short, the rook 
substitutes for the services the knight 
otherwise performed and, if need be, 
the g-pawn pushes on to g6 to guard 
f7 if that square opens up (also replac- 
ing the lost knight's services in con- 
trolling the possible escape via f7). 

But, enough of theory! Let's see a 
real game! From the winner of the 
“Best Game” prize from this year’s 
U.P.S.C.L. Top Player Invitational, 
Round 2: Spencer Peck v. Jesse 
Albert: 1. e4 e6 (Known as. the French 
defense this is one in which the pawn 
formation favors this combination), 2. 
d4 d5, 3. Nc3 c5?! (dubious because 
after 4. exd and 5. dxc, White has the 
advantage), 4. Nf3 (better is 4. exd) 
Nf6, 5. Bg5 Be7, 6. e5 Ne4 (because 
White has not played the opening as 


forcefully as possible, this move, 
which is usually weak for Black is 
here quite potent as the knight on e4 
can't be captured or else White wil] 
lose the d-pawn (e.g., 7. Ne4: dxe, 
followed, wherever the Nf3 moves, b 
8. ... Qd4)), 7. Be3 Nc6, 8. Bd3 Nc3:, 
9. bc O-O?. With the bishop on the 








Diagram Two 


diagonal heading to h7, the knight 
having access to g5, and the queen on 
the d1-h5 diagonal, all seems ripe for 
the sacrifice — except Black's bishop 
on e7 is guarding g5. Accordingly, 
White played 10. h4! which is like 
waving a big flag on which is printed 
“READY OR NOT, THE WELL-KNOWN 
BISHOP SACRIFICE AT H7 IS COM- 
ING UP NEXT MOVE! HERE’S YOUR 
LAST CHANCE TO STOP IT!” 

Rather than play 10. ... g6 or even 
... h6, to stop the sacrificial offering, 
Black played 10. ... b6?? 

Well, since you've learned so 
much from this article you're probably 
screaming that White can, now, play 
11. Bh7+!, which he did! 

Not unexpectedly (now that you've 
learned so much!), the game con- 
cluded 11. ... Kh7:, 12. Ng5+ Bg5:, 13. 
hxg dis. + Kg8, 14. Qh5 f6, 15. g6 Rf7, 
16. Qh8 mate. 

Whenever you see that your oppo- 
nent has moved h4 (... h5, for Black), 
the bishop is on the b1-h7 diagonal, 
the knight has access to g5 and the 
queen is on the d1-h5 diagonal, LOOK 
OUT!!! or you will be the latest victim 
to a combinational theme which has 
been known and repeated for more 
than 100 years! Of course, if the cir- 
cumstances are right for you, then you 
can teach your unwitting opponent 
this well-known trick! 
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ght Wadda you mean | have to move 
for them by myself??!! 





...Would you like to 
play a game of 
chess? 


y | OF No electricity? 
ve | What can | do, now? 
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“Quis necavit equitem" 


A book review of “The Flanders Panel” 


by Henry Vinerts 


Here is the challenge: 
The painting in the 


Story 
shows the following positio 


n: 








| AR J 

Ett | 

| have been introduced toa one of the Flemish masters. A aum | edge 
story that I would like to share with painting H E, | sd 
the readers of CCJ. The story isre- ^ that shows two gentlemen playing LN E | P 
ally a mystery story written by a tal- a game of chess, and a lady who gS a | Bs 
ented Spanish author, Arturo Perez- may or may not be watching, but CE | kt 
Reverte, and translated into English who may be harboring some very Black has just moved, as the ) Kasp 
by Margaret Jull Costa—"The dark secrets. And these secrets chessmaster in the story proves | thef 
Flanders Panel”, Bantam Books, find their way into the 20th cen- on | team 
1990. Barnes and Noble still has it tury, into the life of another young page 72, and the mystery starts print 
on its shelves. Chess Monthly has lady, an art restorer, and the sus- with a hidden inscription in the wher 
Said that “as chess fiction, it must pense starts... painting: “Quis necavit equitem i 
be either the best ever written or “Chess has more to do with the (Who killed the knight)?” The hero | E | 
second only to Stefan Zweig's "The art of murder than the art of solves that with “retrograde analy- | m 
Royal Game." War." sis", but my challenge is | Inte 

I must confess that, once “Qc2 is still no good against | 

started, the book was hard to put Bd3+.” TO RECONSTRUCT THE GAME C 
aside. Arturo does a good job, I There is nothing more mislead- FROM ITS VERY BEGINNING! F 
think, in keeping the suspense go- ing than an obvious fact.” ^ 
ing. If he had had Sam Loyd for a In the end all paintings were L 


partner, he would have created a 
masterpiece. But then again, I don’t 
know what Sam would have 
thought about Goedel, Escher, and 
Bach, Sherlock Holmes, and Lewis 
Carroll... Or “retrograde analysis?” 
Some of the ideas in the story will 
lead me to further “research”, I am 
sure, but before I come to the point 
of writing this note to you, let me 
quote a few passages from the story, 
which revolves about a classic 
painting of the 15th century, by 


paintings of the same painting... ‘Tis 
all a Chequer-board of Nights and 
Days where Destiny with Men for 
Pieces plays..." 

I would like to issue a challenge 
and offer a reward to the winner 
from my personal piggy bank (like 
Richard Feynman who offered 
$1000 dollars to whoever could 
build an tiny electric motor) for$12 
for one subscription to CCJ!. En- 
tries to this challenge must be re- 
ceived by January 30th, 1998. 


If it is possible to reach the 
book position at all, my prize would 
go to the person whose solution 
would present the most plausible 
and, perhaps, elegant game that 
two Flemish gentlemen could 
have played in the presence of a 
lady. (Of course, if you have diffi- 
culties in discovering who killed 
the white knight, you may also 
want to read the book. One way or 
another, enjoy!) 


34th Arthur Stamer Memorial June 13-15, 1997 
Mechanics Institute, San Francisco 






Place 


- sm ccc RA 


Name Rating Score | 

Ist | 

Isaak Margulis 2358 4.5 | 

2nd-11th | 

Paul Whitehead 2416 4.0 | 

Walter Shipman 2340 4.0 | 

David Blohm 2212 4.0 i 

Russell Wong 2242 4.0 | 

= PhilipWang pales 4.0 | 
a Romulo Fuentes 2193 4.0 
gs Bela Evans 2152 4.0 

»- David Pruess 2142 4.0 | 

S Robert Kichinski 2137 4.0 , 
E James Jones 2073 4.0 


Veteran Walter Shipman scored 
well at the Stamer. 





72 players. | 
Tournament Director: Mike Goodall 
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Jo Deep Blue Yellow! 


Last May IBM’s Deep Blue 
edged world champion Garry 
asparov in a six-game match 
with $700,000 to the winner and 
400,000 to the loser. Kasparov 
promptly cried foul, called it a 
fluke, and demanded a rematch. 
Kasparov almost didn’t show up for 
the fourth game because the IBM 
team denied his request to see 
printouts from the second game 
where he quit in a position that 
was later found to be drawn. He 
all but accused IBM of cheating 
and took the loss so hard that the 
following joke soon surfaced on the 
Internet: 


Q. How do you know 
Kasparov's plane has landed? 
A. The engines have stopped 
but the whining continues. 


This historic match captured 
the imagination of the world. A 
Newsweek cover story dubbed it 
The Brain's Last Stand." IBM 
stock soared to a new high; its 
website recorded some 30 million 
hits for each game. Overall it 
topped the 128 million hits re- 
corded for the much longer Sum- 
mer Olympics in Atlanta. 

Undaunted, and still confident 
of victory, Kasparov said IBM owed 
arematch to mankind. After pro- 
longed silence IBM declined his 


by GM Larry Evans 


challenge and announced that the 
machine will be used for other 
purposes before it becomes a mu- 
seum piece. “We should look at 
this as a chess match between 
the world’s greatest chess player 
and Garry Kasparov,” quipped IBM 
chairman Louis Gerstner. Appar- 
ently corporate gurus made a cold 
decision that there was not much 
to gain and a lot to lose by risking 
another confrontation. Business 
is business, yet many people were 
disappointed. Someone suggested 
that now Deep Blue ought to be 
called Deep Yellow. 

An enjoyable “instant” book 
that explains each game and re- 
veals what took place behind the 
scenes is Man Versus Machine by 
David Goodman and Raymond 
Keene (H3 Publications). Also in- 
cluded are all six games from a 
previous match with Deep Blue 
that Kasparov won easily. In the 
1997 match, Kasparov looked like 
a shoo-in after the first game, but 
it was his last taste of victory. 
IBM’s team then tweaked the 
machine to win two and draw 
three of the remaining games to 
triumph 3.5 - 2.5. 

Despite several errors by 
Deep Blue at the outset, the au- 
thors still maintain that its best 
chance to hold was 36...Ng4! 37 f6 
Re6 38 Bh3 Rxf6! 39 Nxg4 (or 39 


1997 Mechanics Grandmaster Invitational 


Mechanics Institute, San Francisco 
Organizer: Jim Eade 


Player 


GM Fedorowicz,John . 
FM Wolski, Thomas 
NM Stein, Alan | 
IM Donaldson, John 
NM Bhat, Vinay 
IM Frias, Victor 
GM Baburin, Alex 
NM Lobo, Richard 
GM Wojtkiewicz, Alex 
IM Rey, Guillermo 


KF «O O0 -1 O» Oto R CO bo — 


Rating Country 
USA 
Germany 
USA 
USA 
USA 
Chile 
Ireland 
England 
Poland 
USA 


2510 
2300 
2295 
2430 
2235 
2515 
2570 
2340 
2575 
2310 
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Bxg4 Rxg6) 39...hxg4 40 Bxf6 Rd6 
4] Be5 Re6. 


White: GARRY KASPAROV 
Black: DEEP BLUE 

Match Game # 1 - 1997 
Reti Opening 


1.Nf3 d5 2.g3 Bg4 3.b3 Nd7 4.Bb2 
e6 5.Bg2 Ngf6 6.O-O c6 7.d3 Bd6 
8.Nbd2 O-O 9.h3 Bh5 10.e3 h6 
11.Qel Qa5 12.a3 Bc7 13.Nh4 go 
14.Nhf3 e5 15.e4 Rfe8 16.Nh2 Qb6 
17.Qc1 a5 18.Rel Bd6 19.Ndf1 dxe4 
20.dxe4 Bc5 21.Ne3 Rad8 22.Nhfl1 
g4 23.hxg4 Nxg4 24.f3 Nxe3 
25.Nxe3 Be7 26.Kh1 Bg5 27.Re2 
a4 28.b4 f5 29.exf5 e4 30.f4 Bxe2 
31.fxg5b Ne5 32.g6 Bf3 33.Bc3 Qb5 
34.Qf1 Qxfl+ 35.Rxfl h5 36.Kg1 Kf8 
37.Bh3 b5 38.Kf2 Kg7 39.g4 Kh6 
40.Rgl hxg4 41.Bxg4 Bxg4 
42.Nxg4+ Nxg4+ 43.Rxg4 Rd5 44.16 
Rdl 45.27 1-0 


ree re es EE EB I 


continued from page 21 


Albert Cisneros (1103) 
Robert Chan (1409) 
19th Livermore Booster, 
Round 4, Nov. 2, 1997 


l.e4 c5 2.b4 cb 3.a3 e5 4.ab Nf6 
5.Nf3 Bb4 6.c3 Bc5 7.d4 ed 8.e5 
Ne4 9.cd Bb4 10.Bd2 Bd2 11.Nbd2 
Nd2 12.Qd2 O-O 13.Bd3 d6 14.h4 
Bg4 15.Ng5 h6 16.Qc2 hg 17.Bh7 
Kh8 18.hg f5 19.Bf5 Kg8 20.Bg4 
Qg5 21.Be6 Rf7 22.Qc8 1-0 


Jimmy Plumb (2063) 
Rob Nicholson (1909) 
19th Livermore Open, 
Round 3, Nov. 2, 1997 


].e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 
Nf6 5.Nc3 g6 6.Be3 Bg7 7.f3 O-O 
8.Qd2 Nc6 9.Bc4 Bd7 10.0-O-O Ne5 
1 1.Bb3 Qa5 12.Kb1 Rfc8 13.h4 Nc4 
14.Bxc4 Rxc4 15.Nb3 Qa6 16.h5 
Nxh5 17.g4 Nf6 18.e5 Ne8 19.Qh2 
h5 20.gxh5 Bf5 21.hxg6 Bxg6 
22.Rdg1 dxe5 23.Bh6 Nc7 24.Bxg7 
Kxg7 25.Nc5! 1-0 


ho 
Jl 








Peninsula G/15 
Challenge 


Steve Cohen 

The Peninsula G/15 Challenge 
series, which is fast becoming the 
most popular regular series of Quick- 
Chess tournaments in the Bay Area, 
held its last event for 1997 on Novem- 
ber 1 at Foster City’s El Torito restau- 
rant. Sponsored by the Unofficial Pen- 
insula Scholastic Chess League 
(UPSCL) as a fund-raising event, this 
tournament, the 1997 “Challenge 
Championships” attracted 20 partici- 
pants in 3 categories: Open (USCF 
1799+), Senior Amateur (5th Grade - 
USCF 1799), and Junior Amateur (4th 
Grade & younger). The series offers a 
tournament-like experience (5 rounds) 
in half-a-day’s time as opposed to a 
week-end tournament, for which 5 
rounds takes 2 full days. With guar- 
anteed prizes (which may be increased 
in 1998!), high-quality players in each 
section, and a tournament that always 
ends on time, it’s no wonder that play- 
ers from as far away as Sunnyvale, 
Oakland, Berkeley and even Vacaville 
have been coming to participate. Un- 
fortunately, for a second time, this 
tournament was unintentionally held 
the same weekend as another — the 
19th annual Livermore. I try to avoid 
such conflicts, but sometimes with 
other scheduling conflicts of our 
League (and holidays) and in planning 
far in advance it’s hard to avoid them. 
Hopefully, at our first such event of 
1998 on January 31, there won’t be a 
similar conflict. 

In the 6-player Open section, 
young peninsula star, Jordy Mont- 
Reynaud, came to three-peat, and of- 
ficially claim the 1997 G/15 Challenge 
title [and take home another check for 
$100 — which is not bad for about 3 
hours of playing chess]. But East Bay 
Senior Master Craig Mar (whom J ordy 
defeated at the last challenge to earn 
top honors) came to avenge his result 
from September's “Challenge” [the 
event is held bimonthly!] — and to re- 
gain some lost rating points [the event 
is not USCF-rated, but it is rated on 
the UPSCL adult list]. Still, with a 
Senior amateur and Junior Amateur 
section offered for the first time and 
attracting a number of quality, local 
players, there would be a fierce few hours 
of close competition that morning. 

In the Junior Amateur section, 
3rd-grader Alex Wu, defeated a much- 
improved Ewelina Krubnik (also a 3rd- 
grader, but from the East Bay), in a 
last-round fight for first place. This 
earned Wu a perfect score and the top 
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trophy. A 4-way tie for 2nd place (with 
3 points each — surely, a tough com- 
petition took place in this section) was 
decided according to UPSCL tie- 
breaker rules. Kevin Greene (another 
3rd-grader) won 2nd; Krubnik, 3rd: 
Elliot Star (yet another 3rd-grader) 
took home the 4th-place trophy. 
Matthias Fore finished in 5th place. 
Ist-grader, Claire Greene, scored well 
to finish only a point behind in 6th 
place. 

In the Senior Amateur section, 
UPSCL-star Michael Pearson (a 5th- 
grader) powered to a perfect perfor- 
mance to earn the Ist-place trophy 
and check (a 50% return on an invest- 
ment just for playing several games 
of chess isn’t a bad way to spend a 
Saturday morning). The adults, Patrick 
Webb and Arnaldo Delucca, finished 
in 2nd and 3rd, respectively. Danny 
Colligan, a 7th-grader, carried home 
the 4th-place trophy. 

In the Open Section, after Round 
2, there were 3 people with a perfect 
score, Craig Mar, Jordy, and yours 
truly. Iwas having a surprisingly good 
day, especially compared to my per- 
formance in September's "Challenge". 
In Round 3, I sprung some home- 
preparation against Jordy's Sicilian — 
and he played into the line I'd pre- 
dicted. Before Jordy was aware of what 
was really going on, he found himself 
in an uncomfortable pin and ended up 
losing the exchange (a rook for a 
knight — with no other compensation). 
Atypically [against Jordy, I often seem 
able to win an early pawn, but never 
seem able to close out the game] I 
held on in the position. As time was 
running out, Jordy tried one last 
chance; but, it cost him a whole piece 
— and, the game. 

Thus, the 4th-round match-up 
between Mar and myself — not the 
last-round match between Craig and 
Jordy — unexpectedly became the 
match for 1st place. Intelligently, Mar 
adopted a waiting-plan. Playing with 
White and with my time running 
short, I tried to push ahead when I 
should haveconducted a plan of ma- 
neuvering. [Quick Chess does not give 
one as much time for planning as you'd 
like, but it is exciting chess]. After 
that, Craig was quick to jump on top 
before my flag fell. 

In the 5th-round match between 
Craig and Jordy, a win by Jordy would 
set up a tie between the 2 of them [a 
3-way tie if I also won my game that 
round] requiring a blitz shoot-out for 
the top prize. If Craig won and I won 
my game, Jordy would fall back to 3rd 
and his 3-peat would not be — at least 
not this year. As the last Challenge's 
the Sicilian Pelican did not go well for 
Mar [see story on that event for game 
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score], so here he opted for 1, q4 this 
time around. In brief, this last round 
Grunfeld Defense went as follows: 


Craig Mar (2482) - 
Jordy M-R (2190) 
November 1, 1997 Round 5 


1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 d5 4.cq Nd5 
9.64 Nc3, 6.bc Bg7 7.Be3 [the fight in 
the Grünfeld is all about d4: Can 
White protect it, or will it fall to Black?| 
--- CO 8.Qd2 cd 9.cd Nc6 10,.Rd] 0-0 

11.Nf3 Bg4 12.Be2 Qa5 13.0-09 Qd? 
14.Rd2 fRd8 15.d5! Na5 16.Rc] aRc8 
17.dRc2! Ra8 18.h3! Bd7 19.Bg5 f6 
20.Bf4 f5? 21.Bc7! fe 22.Ng5 Ba4 23.Bd8 
Rd8 24.Rc8 Nc6 25.Rd8 Nd8 26.Rc8 
and White won. 

Meanwhile, my game had become 
a tough battle with my time runnin 
short. In a position which Slightly fa- 
vored me, I accidentally offered a free 
queen (she didn’t quite make it to the 
square I'd intended to place her on). 
As beads of sweat began to stream 
from my face and I was sure my oppo- 
nent would surely hear comments 
from people coming by to see — or. 
somehow be drawn to the situation 
even if he didn't see it by some gasp 
or pointing. As the seconds ticked by 
I was wondering: ‘Was he just toying 
with me, or did he really not see it? 
If the latter was true, as much as I 
wanted to gulp, I felt any gulp would 
clue him in on my troubles. F inally, 
he picked up his queen. As I was sure 
he was just about to take my own, 
instead (whew!!!) he moved her to a 
place where I could take her for free 
[one error, if not seen, often begets 
another] — which I did. 

Thus, Craig Mar took the top tro- 
phy and check. I finished in 2nd place. 
Jordy — who's only 14 — will have to 
wait for 1998 to try again to make it 3- 
in-a-row. Still, Jordy earned the check 
for third. another. 

1998 will present another six G/15 
"Challenge" events as they are held 
bimonthly with the first one sched- 
uled for Saturday, January 31, 1998. 
The senior amateur section will have 
a second prize category for players 
rated under 1400 (UPSCL). The Open 
section’s guaranteed prizes will likely 
be increased. If you like to play qual- 
ity, competitive chess for nice prizes, 
but don’t want to give up a whole 
week-end of free time, I hope to see 
you at the next Challenge! [For a flier, 
call (650) 349-7746 — Steve Cohen, 
TD]. Lastly, I'd like to thank the Fos- 
ter City El Torito for their support and 
James Millet, our league Secretary, 
for his assistance throughout the 
morning . It was James first tourna- 
ment as an assistant director and he 
did a great job. 
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How to Avoid... 


continued from page 11 


gxdoó 32.Nd3 Ra8 33.Kb2 b5! A 
home is created for the king. A 
rok and pawn endgame seems 
inevitable. 34.R1f2 Kb6 35.b4 
Rad8 36.Kc2 Ra8 37.Kb3 Rad8 
Now the central exchange is al- 
most forced. 38.Nxe5 fxe5 39.Rf7 
ggd7 40.R2f5! Rxf7 41.Rxf7 





A difficult endgame for Black 
io hold. There is one awkward, but 
playable plan to avoid the simple 
_Re7. 41...Rh6 41...h6 42.Kc2 
Re6 43.Kd3 Rd6+ 44.Ke3 Rdl 
45.Rh7 Ral 46.Rxh6 Rxa2 47.h4 
should win. 42.h4 c5! 43.Re7 If 
White captures at c5 it is easier 
for the Black king to escort the 
future queen to the promotion 


square. 43...c4+ 44.Kce2 Rg6 
45.Rxe5 Rxg3 46.Re6+ Kc7 
47.Re5 Rg2+ 48.Kb1 Rgl+ 


49.Kb2 Rg2+ 50.Kc1 Kc6 51.Rc5-* 
Kb6 52.Rh5 





A very complicated position. 
Passive defense is out of the ques- 
tion, but exchanging the a-pawn 
for the pawn at h7 hardly comes 
into consideration. 52.a3 is too 
slow. Eventually the queenside 
pawns disappear and the result- 
ing rook endgame is drawn. For 
example 52...Rg1+ 53.Kd2 Rg2+ 
94.Ke3 Rc2 55.Kd4 Rd2-4 56.Ke4 
Re24 57.Kf5 Rc2 58.a4 bxa4 
99.Rxc4. a3 60.Rc8 a2 61.Ra8 Kb5 
62.hb Rxc3 63.Rxa2 Kxb4 





This position cannot be won by 


White, but Black must play with 


care. 64.Rb2+ Kc5 65.Rb7! This 
wins the pawn, leading to a rook 
and pawn vs. rook endgame which 
is well knwon to theory. 65...Rf3+ 
66.Ke4 Rfl 67.Rxh7 Kd6! The 
Black king is close enough to hold 
the draw. (67...Kc6 68.Ke5 reaches 
a position similar to Gelfand-King, 
Haifa 1989! There, the Black rook 
is on f3, so checks along the third 
rank would have run out. In any 
case, the king should approach 
the pawn. 68...Rel+ 69.Kf6 Kd6 
70.h6 Rh1 71.Rh8& 





This position is actually a 
study by Grigoriev, from 1936! 
71...Rf1* 72.Kg5 Rg1+ 73.Kf4 Rf1+ 
74.Kg3 Rf7 75.h7 Rd7 76.Kf4 Kd5 
Black must not allow the king to 
be exposed to check from the 
White rook because then the 
pawn queens. 77.Kf5 Kd6 78.Kg6 
Kd5 79.Rb8 and wins.) 68.h6 Ke6 
69.Rb7 Kf6 70.Rb6+ Kg5 71.h7 Rh1 
72.Rb7 Kg6 draws. 52...Rg1+ 
52...Rxa2? 53.Rh6+ Ke7 54.Rxh7+ 
Kc6 55.h5 Rh2 56.h6 Kd6 57.Rh8 
Ke7 58.h7 KÍ7 59.Ra8 Rxh7 
60.Ra7+ Kg6 61.Rxh7 Kxh7 62.Kd2 
Kg6 63.Ke3 Kf6 64.Kd4 Ke6 65.Kc5 
and wins. 53.Kd2 Rg2+ 54.Ke3 
Rg3+! The c-pawn is the target, 
not the a-pawn! 55.Kf4 Rxc3 
56.Rh6+ Ke7 57.Rxh7+ Kd6 





provides serious compensation for 
the pawn. 58.Rh6+ Kd5 59.Rh5+ 
Kd4! The king must cross the 
meridian! Now the idea is to even- 
tually sacrifice the rook for the 
h-pawn, after driving the White 
king as far away as possible. Then 
Black will need to return the ma- 
terial to stop the c-pawn. 60.Rxb5 
Ra3! 61.h5 61.Rb8 is another try. 
Black has resources here, too, for 
example 61...c3 62.Rd8+ Kce4 
63.Ke3 gets the king closer but 
63...Rxa2 64.Rd4+ Kb3 65.Rd1 Kb2 
66.h5 c2 67.Rg1 Ral! (67...c1Q+ 
68.Rxcl Kxcl 69.Kd4 leaves 
Black's king further away from 
the b-pawn.) 68.Rg2 Kb3 69.Rxc2 
Kxc2 70.Kd4 Rh1 71.b5 Kb3 72.Kc5 
Rxh5« 73.Kc6 Kb4 74.b6 Rh6- 
75.Ke7 Kb5 76.b7 Rh7+ 77.Kb8 Kb6 
78.Ka8 Rxb7 with stalemate. 
61...Rxa2 62.h6 c3 





Each pawn needs two steps to 
reach the promotion square, but 
the Black pawn queens with 
check. On the other hand, White 
can move the rook to the 8th rank 
and threaten to move to d8 with 
check, keeping an eye on the 
pawn. 63.Rc5 63.Rh5 Rf2+! (63...cZ 
64.Rc5 Rb2 65.h7 Rxb4 66.h8Q+ 
Kxc5+ 67.Ke5 and 67...c1Q loses to 
68.Qc8+ .) 64.Kg4 c2 65.h7 Rf4+! 





A resource which saves Black, 
and even makes White work for a 
draw. A) 66.Kg3 Rf8! 67.Rc5 
(67.Rh1 Rh8 68.b5 Rxh7 69.Rcl 
Kd3) 67...Kd3 and Black wins!; B) 
66.Kxf4 66...c1Q+ 67.Kg4 Qc8+ 
68.Kg5 Qd8+ 69.Kg4 Qd7+ 70.Kh4 
Qe7+ 71.Kg4 Qe4+ and White can- 
not avoid the checks.; 63.h7 Rh2 
and White is in trouble. 63...Rb2 


advanced Continued on next page. 


Black's c-pawn 
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How to Avoid... 


Continued from page 11 


64.Rc8 Rf2+  65.Kg3 Rf7 
66.Kg4!? 66.b5 Kd3! 67.Rd8+ Ke2 
is a draw. 66...Kd3 67.Kg5 c2 
68.Kg6 Rf1! 








Now Black has the option of 
checking from el to hl, following 
the White king. If the king strays 
too far, then ...Rhl attacks the 
pawn at h6 and the White rook 
cannot defend because Black will 
promote the pawn. 69.Rd8+ Ke2 
70.Re8+ Kd2 Here I offered a 
draw, but my opponent, still striv- 
ing for prize money, decided to 
spend a while looking for a 
miracle. 71.Rd8+ Ke2 72.Rc8 
Kd2 73.h7 Rgl+ 74.Kf7 Rfl+ 
75.Kg6 Rgl+ 76.Kf5 Rhl 77.Kg6 
Rgl+ 78.Kf6 Rfl+ 79.Kg5 Rh1 
80.Kg6 Drawn. 


Eric Schiller is a National Mas- 
ter and International Arbiter. He 
has written over 75 books on 
chess, including new titles Stan- 
dard Chess Openings and Unortho- 
dox Chess Openings (Cardoza) and 
Improve Your Endgame! (Chess En- 
terprises). He can be reached at 
author@chessworks.com and has 
an extensive web site at http:// 
www.chessworks.com. 





FRESNO FALL QUAD/SWISS 
1997 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18 
Report by TD Dennis Wajckus 


di EU a » "m ss Ser 
Calm and precise Chris Black takes 
the top quad. Photo by Allan Fifiield 


Name 
UAD #1 

lst 

Chris Black 
UAD #2 

Ist 

Keith Yost 
UAD #3 

Ist 

Terry Butler 

Swiss Section 

1-2nd 

Diosdado Omadam 1149 3 

1-2nd 

Stacy Struthers 


Rating Score 


P9260 2 2 


1622 21/2 


1391 3 


1139 3 


A great turn out of 31 players par- 
ticipated in this Fall event. This 
high number of players was due to 
Allan Fifield, Bonnie and Ric Yost. 
and William Hicks who all brought 
numerous people to this one day 
event. All players were awarded 
either a book or chess equipment 
prize! Special thanks to Marian L. 


Wajckus for her fine assistance in 
directing this USCF rated event. 





Chess From The 
Heart 





28 


‘Dado’ Omandam (r) on the move at 
the Chess From The Heart tourna- 
ment in Madera on August 9th. Co- 
sponsored by the Madera Chess Club 
and the Visalia Chess Club, this was 
a benefit for Jeremy Cantrell. J eremy 
is a young chessplayer from 
Porterville who has just undergone a 
difficult heart transplant. All proceeds 
went to the Cantrell family to help 
with expenses and additional dona- 
ions are still being accepted by the 
Visalia Chess Club. Picture by tour- 
nament director Kelton Brewer. 
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Solutions 


To Test Your Tactics 
(see facing page) 


1 
1.Rb7+ Kxb7 2.Bc8+ and Wins. Also. 


if 1...Rxb7 2.0xg8 Kxd7 3.0g74 
and wins 


2 
l.... Re2 2.Rxe2 Rg14 3.Kxg1 fxe? 
and wins. Also, if after 1.Rel Re? 
black plays 2.Nd1 Rd2 3.Rxc6 Rh2 
and wins. 


3 
1.Qxf6+ Kxf6 2.Be5+ Kg5 3.Bg7!! 
and black cannot avoid the many 
mates, e.g. 3...e5 4.h4+4 Kf5/Kh5 
and the g2-bishop mates. 


t 
1.Be5 Rxe5 2.Ne8 Nf5 3.Nf6+ Kh8 
4.Qg8+ mate. 


5 
l.... Rhl+ 2.Kxh1 Rh8+ 3.Kg1 Rhl+ 
4.Kxh1 Qh8+ 5.Kg1 Qh2+ mate. 


6 
1.Qxd7+ Rxd7 2.Nc7+ Rxc7 3.Rd8+ 
mate. 


7 
1...Ng3 2.Qxg6 Nde2 mate. 


8 
1.Qxh6+ gxh6 2.Nf7+ Kg8 3.Nxh6 
mate. 


9 
1...Re1+ 2.Qxcl Rxa3+ 3.Kb1 Ral+ 
4.Kxal Qa8+ 5.Kb1 Qa2+ mate. 


10 
1.Qxh7+ Kxh7 2.Rh5+ Kg8 3.Ng6 
and mates next move. 


11 
lo Relt 2:RxelogQalse2.Rxal 
dxcl(Q)- 4.Bbl Qc3- mate. 


12 
1.Nf6+ Bxf6 2.Qxh6+ Kxh6 3.Rh3+ 
and mates next move. 
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" Test Your “Tactics 


| This month the California Chess Journal is proud to feature tactical positions selected by GM Arnold Denker. 


























| sharpen your wits to search for a deadly mate or decisive material. Solutions are on the facing page but don't 
e 
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= One Year $12 * Two Years $22 e Three Years $32 











Support Your USCF State Affiliate and receive these benefits 
Tournament Discounts * California Chess Journal * Youth Chess 


C.C.J Submission Policy 


Our CCJ copy submission policy re. 
mains ‘author friendly’. While our prefer. 
ence is for electronic submission. typewrit. 
ten or neat handwritten copy is acceptable 
Electronic submission allows you to include 
game scores, chess diagrams, and digitized 
photos. In general, tournaments submit- 
ted in an electronic format will be allotted 
more space. Our preference is for Microsoft 
Word files with diagrams created using the 
Linares font. Please feel free to contact me 
if you have any questions on how to submit 


E 


ee eS ee ee = =e 
1 Name 

I Address 

| City State ZIp 

i Phone Amount Enclosed $ 

Check One: Newl] Renewal d 

à Mail to: Cal Chess PO Box 27 Visalia, CA 93279-0027 

i 1t For Additional Information Call 209-734-2784 T 

ke 


Tournament Organizers m- «coa 


JA =Jeff Andersen, P.O. Box 
10845, Napa 94581 (707) 
251-8175 troon @aol.com 

JA2= Joan Arbil, 57 Post St., 
Mechanics Rm408 94101 
(415) 421-2258 

Chessroom @aol.com 
KB = Kelton Brewer, 1100 
Daulton Ave., Madera 
93638 (209)673-1026 
TD = Tom Dorsch, P.O. Box 
7453, Menlo Park 94026 
(48 3 962.22 09555. 
tomdorsch @ aol.com 
JE =James Eade, 521 Fanita 
Way, Menlo Park 94025 
(415)328-9785 
AF = Allan Fifield, PO Box 
27, Visalia 93279 (209) 
134-2784 

BG = Bill Goichberg, P.O. Box 
249, Salisbury Mills, NY 
12577 (914) 496-9658 

MG= Mike Goodall, 461 
Peachstone Terr., San 
Rafael 94903 (415) 491- 
1269 

30 


~~ 


MG2 = Michael Ghormley, 
5120 Alcott Dr., Sacra- 
mento 95820 (916) 388- 
1601 
mikeg @blacksand.com 

DH = Dan Holbrook, 1220 
Elliott #42, Paradise 
95969 (916) 877-3911 

JH =Jim Hurt, P.O. Box 461. 
Tahoma 96142 (916) 
525-7912 (970) 285-7041 
until 8-1-97 (Colorado) 

AK = Alan Kirshner, 66 In- 
dian Hill Plaza, Fremont 
94539 (510) 657-1586 

hegemon Q hooked.net 

AK2- Adrian Keatinge-Clay, 
P.O. Box 10649 Stanford 
University 94309 
G4 13 )'49'7 20 5:39 
adriankc @leland.stanford.edu 

RK = Richard Koepcke, 2047 
Montecito Ave. #30. 

Mountain View 94043 
065 0,).9 6.4 -2640 
koepcke @ sabretooth- 
23.Eng.Sun.COM 


6700 50th St., Sacra- 
mento 95823-1306 
(916)428-5532 
jmc-Imc Q pacbell.net 
= Charles Pigg, 429 Vista 
Ct., Livermore 94550 
(510) 447-5067 
JP =Jimmy Plumb, 1878 W. 
ll St. #144, Tracy 95376 
(2119)1823-0511. 
hereshope9 @nreach.com 
DS = Don Shennum, 14 
Whitmore Place, Apt. 8, 
Oakland 94611 (510) 
428-0327 
NECADon @aol.com 
SS =Steve Smallwood, 1028 
Cassia Way, Sunnyvale 
94086 (408) 247-8510 
stephen677 @aol.com 
DW = Dennis Wajckus, 5924 
E. Illinois Ave., Fresno 
93727-3566 
(209) 252-4484 
DW2= Dave Wait, 84 Carlos 
Ct., Walnut Creek 94596 
(510)801-5935 
JW = Jerome Weikel, 6578 


GP 
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material to California Chess Journal. 


The next deadline for C.C.J. 
Submissions is February 19th. 
Allan Fifield, PO Box 27 
Visalia, CA 9329] 


Days: (209)-651-3300 #371 * Nights: 
(209)-734-2784 * FAX: (209)-651-0739 


CompuServe: 102033,342] 
AOL: jostensvis 
Internet: fifiela@jostens.com 


Valley Wood Dr., Reno 
NV 89523 (702) 14]. 
1405 

SW = Scott Wilson, 380 Es- 
planade Ave #109, Paci- 
fica 94044. 650-355-9402 

CW = Carolyn Withgitt, P.O, 
Box 6305, Hayward 
94540-5305. 650-322- 
0955. cdorsch. @aol.com 


Tournament Clearinghouse 
Don Wolitzer 
2130 Mercury Rd. 
Livermore, CA 94550 
(510) 455-4119 
dwolitzer ? aol.com 


Send tournament reports 


and annotated games to CCJ: 
Allan Fifield 
PO Box 27 
Visalia 93279-0027 
(209) 734-2784 
102033,3421 @compuserve.com 
jostensvis 9 aol.com 
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Berkeley 

Fridays, 7:15 p.m. 

Berkeley City Club 

2315 Durant 

A. Glasscoe 510*652-5324 


Burlingame 

Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. 
Burlingame Lions Hall 

990 Burlingame Ave 

Scott Wilson 650-355-9402 


Campbell 

Kolty Chess Club 
Thursdays 7-11:30 p.m. 
Campbell Comm Ctr 
Winchester/W.Campbell 
FLeffingwell 408*224-0743 


Carmel 
Call for current information 
Randall Swanson 408*626-61 13 


Carmicbael 

Monday 6-10 p.m. 

Senior Citizens Ctr. 

4701 Gibbons 

C. Coleman 707-678-9792 


Chico 

Thursday 7-11 p.m. 

Mtn Mike’s Pizza 

1722 Mangrove Ave 

Barry Nelson 916*873-3107 


Davis 

Thursday 7 p.m. 

Hunt Hall UCD, Room 241 
Dave Johnson 916*756-2752 


Fremont 

Fridays 7:00-on 

Sugu’s Coffee 

3002 Thornton Ave, Fremont 
Hans Poschmann 510*656-8505 
Alan Kirshner 510°657-1586 


Fresno 

Mondays 6-11 p.m. 

Carls Jr. 

3820 N. Cedar Ave. 

D. Wajckus 209 233-8710 





Club Directory 


Places to play chess in Northern California and Northern Nevada 


Hayward 

Mondays 7-9 p.m. 

Hayward Library 

Mission at C St 

Kerry Lawless 510*785-9352 


Humboldt County 
Call for current information 
Bob Phillips 707*839-4674 


Livermore 

Fridays 7-12 p.m. 

South Cafeteria 

Lawrence Livermore Lab 
Charles Pigg 510°447-5067 


Merced 

Merced Chess Club 

Friday 6:30 p.m. 

Merced Mall Food Court 
Dave Humpal 209*722-0764 


Madera 

Thursdays 7:00 p.m. 

Carls Jr. 

Madern Ave. & Hwy 99 
Kelton Brewer 209°673-1026 


Modesto Chess Club 
Tuesday 6-10:30 pm 
Shakeys Pizza 

McHenery Avenue 

John Barnard 209°785-7895 


Monterey 

Open daily except Mon. 
430 Alvarado St. 
Yudacufski 408*646-8730 


Palo Alto 

Terman Community Center 
660 Arastradero #33 

Tom Dorsch 650-322-0955 


Paradise 

Tuesday 7-10 p.m. 
Paradise Senior Center 
Barry Nelson 916*873-3107 


Porterville 
Wednesday 7 p.m. 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Corner of Henderson & 
Indiana 


Hans Borm 209*784-3820 


Reno, NV 

Sun-Thurs 6:30 p.m. 

2850 Wrondel Way, Suite D 
Club: 702*827-3867 

Jerry Weikel 702°747-1405 


Richmond 

Fridays 6 p.m. 

Richmond Library 

26th & MacDonald 

John Easterling 510°529-0910 


Ross Valley (Marin 
County) 

For current info, write: 

PO. Box 69 

Ross, CA 94957 


Sacramento 
Wednesday 6-10 pm 

Senior Citizens Ctr 
915-27th St. 

Stewart Katz 916-444-3133 


CSU Sacramento 
Student Union Bldg. 


San Anselmo 
Tuesday 7 p.m. 

Round Table Pizza, 

Red Hill Shoppin Ctr 
Sir Francis Drake Blvd 
Jim Mickle 415*457-2719 


San Francisco 
Mechanics’ Institute 
Open daily 

57 Post St, 4th Floor 

Jim Eade 650-328-9785 


San Jose 

Tue & Fri, Noon-4 p.m. 
Willows Senior Center 
2175 Lincoln Avenue 

Jerry Marshall 408*267-1574 
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Santa Clara 

2d Sat. each month 
2:15-6:15 p.m. 

Mary Gomez Park 

F Sierra 408*241-1447 


Santa Rosa 

Tuesdays 6-10:45 p.m. 
Sonoma Coffee Company 
521 4th Street 

Keith Halonen 707°578-6125 


Stanford 

Monday 7:30-10:30 p.m. 
Student Union, Rm 550-550D 
Andrian Keatinge-Clay 
415*497-0598 


Sunnyvale 

LERA 

Tuesdays, 8 p.m. 

Lockheed Rec Ctr, Bldg #160 
Ken Stone 408*629-5530 


Tulare 

Thursday, 6:30 p.m. 

A&W Root Beer 

133 North ‘J’ Street 

Ward Forman 209*688-6386 


Vallejo 

Fridays 7:00 p.m. 

Senior Citizens Ctr 

2232 Amador St 

Frank Harris 707*644-3004 


Visalia 

Wednesday 7 p.m. 

Carl’s Jr- Von's Ctr 

Hwy 198 & Chinowth 
Allan Fifield 209°734-2784 


Walnut Creek 

Tuesdays 7:30 p.m. 

Civic Park/Broadway at Civic 
C. Lehman 510*946-1545 


Yuba-Sutter 

Mon & Wed 7-11 p.m. 

Carls Jr 

Bridge St & Hwy 99, Yuba City 
Tom Giertych 916*671-1715 
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Mechanics Masters 
Bobby Fischer 
25th Peoples 


and 
A Feast of Games! 
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EDITOR’S 
REPORT 


Welcome to our special Winter Chess Festiva] is- 
sue featuring a fine report on the Martin Luther King 
Day season opener by Cal Chess President Richard 
Koepcke. We are also pleased to highlight the best jy 
local chess from Berkeley to Sunnyvale to Sacramento 
to Fresno. On this month's cover we find Craig Mar 
who has been on a roll from second place at the Labo 
Day State Championship,to second place at the Me. 
chanics Master, to an equal first in the November LERA 
Craig is the chess trenches every weekend and isa major 
ficure on tbe Cal Chess scene. 

As part of our continuing series on The Crisis In The 
USCF , Riley Hughes has contributed as excellent in. 
terview with Cal Chess co-founders Tom Dorsch and 
Carolyn Withgitt. The USCF seems to have turned the 
corner and to be on a stable financial course. This is 
largely due to an efforts of two men — USCF Treasurer 
Tom Dorsch and new USCF Executive Director Mike 
Cavallo. In The Threatening Letter to Bobby Fischer, 
sam Sloan slams the US State Department hard for 
its arbitrary assault on Bobby Fischer's right to travel 
and to make a living. Although Sam overstates his 
case a bit, your editor is in general agreement that 
Fischer was treated unfairly. 

Our next issue will be a special games issue and will 
feature games annotated by super GM's Vishy Anand, 
Boris Gelfand, and Walter Browne The deadline for 
submissions for the next issue of CCJ is June Ist. As 
you may have noticed I’ve made a number of changes 
in the format of the CCJ and I would love to hear from 
you with your comments and suggestions. Please keep 
those cards and letters coming! 
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1998 WINTER 
CHESS FESTIVAL 


After a one year hiatus, the an- 
qual Martin Luther King day tour- 
„ment returned to the Bay Area on 
January 10-12. In the past, the 
went has drawn no better than 150 
170 participants. So when we 
were looking for a site, the 5000 
quare feet at the Union City 
Radisson looked sufficient for the 
iurnament. This year the tourna- 
nent drew 240 participants which 
smore players than any tourna- 
nent in the Bay Area has pulled in 
he last few years. This was 
quite a surprise considering 
hat alot of people do not get 
he MLK holiday off. On the 
end day we had to share 
the site with an art event 
strictly the factory generated 
kind of paintings) which led 
a lack of extra tables and 


tl staff, we barely scrounged 
up the necessary tables and 
chairs. And had ten more en- 
rants showed up, I’m not 
sure where we would have put 
them (though my co-organizer 
assured me that somehow 
wed find a way to juggle the 
boards). Fortunately, we man- 
aed to squeeze everyone in 
vith the facilities that were at 
hand. 

The tournament itself was 
ably directed by Carolyn 
Withgitt, David Gross with 
sme help from the author. 


. The event came off fairly smoothly 


— 


without any major incidents. Sev- 
eal participants couldn’t make it 
back from the north bay due to 


_ Whether conditions on Sunday. 


-— 


a i 


— 


little did we all realize that this was 
the first of many such storms. But 
aide from fighting mother nature 
mthe highways, most of the par- 
licipants enjoyed the tournament. 
This year the Master section 
produced a three way tie for first 


by Richard Koepcke 


place between IM Igor Ivanov, Omar 
Cartagena and Victor Pupols with 
each scoring 4 % points. This may 
not look like a great result for Ivanov 
and Cartagena, but the truth is each 
had to play stronger than normal 
competition for a weekend Swiss. 
That is because almost all the 2400+ 
types showed up for the 2-Day 
schedule and the result was a tour- 
nament that could rival the 
Linkletter for the first three rounds. 
IM Ivanov’s first round opponent 





was Robert Navarro (2414) and we 
weren't using accelerated pairings. 
Vinay Bhat, Paul Gallegos and 
Walter Shipman each scored 4 
points to round out the prize win- 
ners by tying for the top Under 2400 
prize. 

The expert section paralleled the 
Master in producing a three way tie 
for first at 4 %.. Robert Kichinski, 
Larry Synder, and Edward 
Muginsheyn were the winners of 
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Bughouse is always popular with the younger 


set between rounds 


this section. The ‘A’ section pro- 
duced a more normal Swiss result 
with Michael Da Cruz and 
Osumundo Reyes winning the sec- 
tion with 5 %. 

Multi-way ties for first were the 
standard for this tournament and 
the ‘B’ section followed suite with 
Edward Lewis, Jesus Cendejas and 
Mohammed Shekib sharing the top 
spot with 5 points each. The only 
section to produce a clear winner 
was the ‘C’ section as David Brineger 
took first place with a perfect 
score of 6. Brad Wilburn fin- 
ished in clear second with 5. 
Third place was divided evenly 
between five players: Latrael 
Eagles, David Dunez, Patrick 
Macaraeg, Eric Tolentino and 
Juan Cendejas at 4 '^. 

With 78 entries, the D/E/ 
Unr section had by far the 
most players though most of 
the paticipants in this section 
were scholastic players who 
get a deep discount on the en- 
try fee. Ron Lindberg, and 
Sergey Frenklakh shared first 
with 5 % points. Third pro- 
duced a multi-way tied be- 
tween Tang Nuygen, Monty 
Peckham and Dave Brown 
with each scoring 5 points. 
Also scoring 5 point was Kah 
Loong Chue for the top Un- 
“0 rated prize. Second place Un- 

rated went to Tony Chan with 

3 15. points. 

There were a couple of Blitz 
tournaments held during the main 
tournament. Friday's blitz tourna- 
ment was a five round double Swiss 
and was won by Alan Stein. On Sat- 
urday, Arthur Ibragimov and 
Kristan Lawson shared first in a 
single round seven game Swiss. We 
changed to this format for the sec- 
ond day as there was more players 
and less time to execute the event. 
And now for some of the games. $% 
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SWORD PLAY AT THE SEASON OPENER 


This season opener MLK tour- 
nament (Jan 10-12 in Union City) 
featured a number of sharp but 
marginal openings. Here is an ex- 
ample from the tournament. 


David Preuss [2176] 

IM Walter Shipman [2346] 
Kings Gambit - C36 
Round 1 
1l. e4 eb 2.f4 ef 3. Nf3 g5 

4. d4 ?! 

The more common 4^" moves for 
white are, 4 h4 and 4 Bc4. In re- 
sponse to the latter, black often ac- 
cepts the chance to play the famous 
Muzio Gambit [4 ... g4 5 d4 gf 6 
Qxf3]. At best, white has a draw in 
that line, and in the case of the text, 
he may have even less when faced 
with accurate play by black. 

4 ... £4 5. Bxf4 gf 6. Qxf3 

In comparison to the Muzio, 
black has time here to try to develop 
his queen side. The book move is 6 
... d5, blocking the a2 - g8 diago- 
nal. The move that Shipman plays 
also frees the queen bishop, but also 
allows black to move the queen 
without a further loss of material. 
6 ... d6 !? 

As far as I know, this has not 
been tried before. 

7. Bc4? 














The margin between success 
and failure in this opening is very 
small. The text is an error because 
it allows white to gain time by 
counter attacking in the center. 7 
Nc3 offers white a better chance of 
maintaining the initiative. A pos- 
sible continuation is 7 ... c6 [Qf6 8 
Rd1 transposes] 8. Bc4 Qf6 9. Rd1 


by 
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followed by 0-O. 
7... Qf6 8. e5 
Unfortunately 
white can’t castle 
because of 8 
Qxd4+ 9. Khl 
Qxc4. So he must 
hasten to dislodge 
the queen before he 
can complete his 
development. 


8 ...de 9. ed Qf5 

10. 0-0 Nc6 

11. Nc3 Be6 12. Bd3 Bc5+ 
13. Kh1 Qg4 


White doesn’t have enough com- 
pensation for the piece. He contin- 
ues on for a few more moves hoping 
for a blunder by black. 

14. Qe4 0-0-0 15. Qel Bb4 
16. h3 Qg7 17, Qe2 Bxc3 

Removing a potential attacker 
from the board before it can get to 
e4. Equally good was 17 ... Nge7 
since 18. Ne4 Nd5 19. Bg5 Be7 is 
not terribly dangerous. After the text 
black does not have to fear the open 
file since it takes too long for white 
to redirect his pieces there. 

18. bc Nge7 19. Rabl Nd5 20. 
Rxb7 (?) 

This combination does not work 
but the position is lost anyway so 
he might as well mix it up a little. 
20 ... Kxb7 21. Ba6+ Kb8 
22. Qb5« Nb6 23. Qxc6 Bd5 
24 Resigns. 

Not all of these sharp gambits 
failed to achieve their end. Here is 
an example from the 'A' section that 
worked out for the attacker. 


Neil Regan [1990] 

Steven Krasnov [1898] 
Scandinavian Defense - BO1 
Round 6 
1. e4 d5 2. ed Qxd5 3. Nc3 Qa5 

4. b4 ?! 

No doubt, one of Neil's at the 
board inspirations. Objectively, the 
time white gets kicking the queen 
around can't be worth the material 
investment. 





Serious 
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faces as the 4th round begins. 





4 ... Qxb4 5. Nf3 Nf6 6. Rb1 
Qd6 

Black has surprising difficulty 
developing his queen side after 6 .. 
Qa5 7 Rb5 Qa6 8 d4 since 8 ... 69 
Re5 b5 10 d5 doesn't look to good 
for him. 

7. Nb5 Qe6+? 

I don't see whites compensation 
after 7 ... Qd8. The text only helps 
white develop the rest of his forces. 
8.Be2 Na6 9. 0-0 g6 
10. Rel Bg7? 

Relatively best is 10...c6 11 Nc3 
Qd6 though white has some com- 
pensation in this line after 12 Bc4. 
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11. Nxc7+! 

A nice example of a diagonal 
clearing sacrifice. 
11... Nxc7 12. Bb5+ Nxb5 
13. Rxe6 Bxe6 14. Rxb5 

The smoke has cleared leaving 
white with a decisive material ad- 
vantage. The rest is just for prac- 
HEES 
14 ... b6 15. Ba3 Bxa2 16. Qal 
Be6 17. Ng5 Bd7 18. Re5 0-0 
19. Qe1 Ng4 20. Rxe7 Rfe8 21. 
Nf3 Bf6 22. Rxe8+ Rxe8 23. 
Qd1 Bb5 24. h3 Be2 
25. Qe1 Bb5 26. Qb1 Resigns 
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Here is one of the better games 
! gm one of the eventual co-winners 
the expert section. 


j Steve Gaffagan [2063] 
| Robert Kichinski [2137] 
| puy Lopez, Schliemann - c63 
| Round 4 
efe5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5 f5 
| — Kichinski has been playing this 
! fr years. SO it probably wasn't a 

surprise to Gaffagan. The problem 
| swho has time to learn two sets of 
openings. just in case your oppo- 
rent might play something your not 
| pletely familiar with. Gaffagan's 
glution is to by-pass all of the 
theory by playing something that is 
supposed to be innocuous. 
4 Bxc6 dc 5. d3 ?! 

On the other hand, this just nets 
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culty 
r6 A whitea bad game. 5. Nc3 has got- 
c69 * lensome attention lately. Other tries 
good are Qe2 and O-O. 
;..fe 6. de Qxd1« 7. Kxdl Bg4 
| Black has the bishop pair plus 
ation he initative. White cannot readily 
1elps | attack the slight weakness at e5, 


rees, y andhe will have trouble completing 
| hisdevelopment. These factors lead 
| meto believe that black is slightly 
j better. 
$ Ke2 Bd6 9. Nbd2 Nf6 
10. Re1 O-O 11 Kf1 Nh5 
While the knight will look im- 
pressive on f4, the subsequent ma- 
! neuver, R6, Raf8 followed by Nxg2 
takes too long to organize. Black 
might make better progress by try- 
ing to interfere with whites natural 
plan of development b3 followed by 
Bb2. Hence 11 ... a5 followed by a4 
isan interesting possibility. 
12, a3 
White can’t proceed with 12. b3 
because of the strong rejoinder 12 
„Bb4! However, kicking the offend- 
ing bishop with h3 followed by b3 is 
definitely an alternative worth con- 
ving sidering. 
iad- | 2- Nf4 13. b3 Rae8 14. Bb2 
rac- | Re6 15. Ng1 
White's plan is to play Nc4 with- 
Jal out allowing Bxf3. A well motivated 
0 idea, but the downside of this is it 
21. lees the enemy queen rook from 
having to defend e5. He would have 
been better off playing a waiting 
S move like Kg1 (15... Nh3+ 16. Kfl 
doesn’t change anything). 
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15... Rg6 16. Nc4 Be6 17. Ne3 
Rgf6 18. f3 g5 19. g4? 

19. h3 h5 20. Rad1 g4 21. hg hg 
22. Rd2 provides a sterner defense. 
19 ... h5? 

Surprisingly, 19 ... 
wins a pawn. 

20. h3 hg 21. hg Rh6 22. b4 

This looks bad, but it is hard to 
find a move that doesnt lose out- 
right. White doesn't have time for 22 
Ng2 on the account of Bxg4. 22 .Ne2 
Rh1+ 23. Kf2 Rh2+ 24. Kf1 Kg7 is 
also pretty ugly. 

22 ... Rh2 23. Rad1 Nh3! 

Building moves like 23 ... Kg? 
give white time to organize a defense 
(24. Bc3, 25. Rd2). The text wins 
material by force. 

24. Re2 

Not 24. Nxh3 Rfxf3+ winning 
more than a pawn. 

24 ... Rh1 25. Kg2 Rxgl+ 
26. Rxg1 Nxg1 27. Rf2 

Taking the knight immediately 
permits the maneuver Rxf3 followed 
by Rf4. The text hopes for 27 ... Nxf3 
28. Rxf3 Rxf3 29. Kxf3 where white 
can try to exploit black’s relatively 
bad bishop at d6. 

27 ... c5 28. Kxgl 

28. c3 cd 29. cd c5 doesn't 
change the basic situation. 

28 ... cb 29. ab Bxb4 30. Kg2 

There is no time for 30. Bxe5 be- 
cause black has Bc5 31 Re2 Rxf3 
winning the knight. 

30... Bc5 31. Re2 Bd4 
32. Ba3? 

32. Bxd4 cd 33. Nf5 c5 34. f4 
offered the last chance for counter 
play. It will soon become evident 
that white could not afford to leave 
blacks bishop on d4. 

32 ... Rf7 33. Kg3 b5 34. Nf5 Bxf5 
35. gf a5 

With the bishop to support it, 
this pawns advance cannot be 
stopped. 

36. Kg4 b4 37. Bcl a4 38. Bg5 
a3 39.f6 a2 40. Rg2 al-Q 
41. Kf5 Qh142. Resigns 

Going into the 6" round, Victor 
Pupols and Walter Shipman shared 
first with 4 points. Their opponents, 
Vinay Bhat and Omar Cartagena, 
had to find a way to win with black. 
There are several approaches that 
might work. One try is to play an 
extremely sharp defense to hope to 


Rh6 just 
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lose the op- 
position in 
t h e 
ensueing 
complica- 
tions. An 
alternative 
approach is 
to play a 
quite ma- 
neuvering 
game,and 
hope the 
opponent 
cracks under the pressure. The 
problem with the first track is that 
there is often a forced draw avail- 
able to white if he is aware of it. In 
the Pupols - Bhat game, Vinay opted 
for the Petroff defense. But instead 
of playing sharply for a win, white 
opted for 1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nf6 3. Nxed 
d6 4. Nf3 Nxe4 5. Qe2 where black 
had little real chance to drum up 
complications. The game quickly 
ended in a draw (by way, its not easy 
for black to get a draw in this line, 
as Keith Mehl's article in the previ- 
ous issue of the CCJ shows). 
Cartagena also tried to play sharply 
and again his opponent forced sim- 
plifications. But, not all simplitying 
lines are good for a draw, as the fol- 
lowing game shows. 


Sam Petty with his 
favorite magazine. 


IM Walter Shipman [2346] 
SM Omar Cartagena [2516] 
Winawar Gambit - D10 
Round 6 

1. d4 d5 2. c4 c6 3. Nc3 e5 

It used to be that everyone 
played 3. Nf3 to avoid this gambit, 
but ever since Kasparov - Nikolic 
Manila 1992, this gambit has looked 
rather dubious. 

4. cd 

4. de is generally considered the 
only way to get an advantage against 
Winawar gambit. However, whites 
position in the tournament does not 
require that he go all out for a win. 
4...cd 5. e4 de 6. Bb5+ Bd7 7. 
de Bb4 8. Bxd7+? 

White loses an important tempo 
with this exchange as 8. Bd2 e3! 9. 
Bxd74 Nxd7 10. Bxe3 Nxe5 11. 
Qa4+ Qd7 12. Qxd7+ Nxd7 is known 
to be dead equal. 

8 ...Nxd7 9. Qa4 Qa5 10. Qxa5 
Bxa5 11. Bd2 Nxed 12. Nxe4 


n 





Photo By Allan Fifield 


Bxd2+ 

12 ... Nd3+ doesn’t help blacks 
cause. The text is better because it 
allows black to complete his devel- 
opment first. 

13. Kxd2 0-0-0+ 14. Kc2 Ne7 
15. Ne2 

Black has a half tempo lead in 
development. How he uses this ad- 
vantage to seize and hold the 
initative is instructive. 

15 ...f5 16. Nc5 b6 17. Nb3 
N7c6 18. a3 Ng4 19. Rafl Rhe8& 
20. Nc3 g6 21. h3 Nge5 22. Rdl 

It appears as though white has 
solved his problems. However, the 
pure knight ending is also danger- 
ous because black enjoys a space 
advantage and more active pieces. 
22 ... Nc4 23. Rxd8+ Rxd8 24. Rdl 

White is better off keeping a pair 
of rooks on the board. After 24. Rel 
Nc6-e5 25. Re2 it is hard to see how 
black makes significant progress. 
24 .. Rxdl 25. Nxdl Kd7 
26. Kc3 Nd6 27. £3? 

Now the g2 pawn will be come a 
critical weakness. 27. Nd2 is a more 
effective way of keeping the oppos- 
ing knight off of e4. 

27 ... fA! 28. Nd4 Nxd4 
29. Kxd4 Ke6 30. Nf2 h6 
31. Ng4!? 

White gives up the g-pawn in or- 
der to drum up counter play on the 
queen side. Passive defense with 31. 
Nd3 Nf5+ 32. Ke4 g5 33. Nel feels 
like it should ultimately lose. How- 
ever that is not the case here be- 
cause the white king cannot be fi- 
nessed off of the 4™ rank. 

31... Nf5+ 32. Ke4 g5 33. Ne5 
Nh4 34. Nc6 a5 35. a4 Nxg2 
36. Nd4+? 

This turns out to be the deci- 
sive mistake. White can still hold the 
balance with 36. Ne5 Kd6 37. Kd4 
Nh4 38. Nc4+ and now neither Kc6 
[ Ke6 39. Ke4 = ] 39. Ne5+ nor Kce7 
39. Ne5 Nf54 40. Kd5 is winning for 
black. 

36 ... KfG 37. Nf5 h5 
Ne3! 

Walter probably missed this 
when considering his 36" move. The 
pawn ending that arises from 39. 
Nxe3 fe 40. Kxe3 Ke5 is lost, so white 
has to move the knight away from 
the king side. 

39. Nd6 Ke6 40. Nc8 


38. b3 


Another lost pawn ending devel- 
ops from 40. Nc4? Nxc4 41. bc Kf6 
and now neither 42. Kd4 g4 43. fg 
fg 44. hg Kg5 or 42. h4 gh 43 Kxf4 
h3 saves white. 
40...Nd5 41. Kd4 g4! 42. fg hg 
43. hg f3 

The point, white has to retreat 
so black can gobble up the g-pawn 
and still keep his own passed pawn. 
44. Kd3 Ke5 45. g5 Kf5 
46. Nd6+ Kxg5 47. Kd4 Kf4 
48. Ne4 Nc7 

With the idea of maneuvering 
the Knight to c5 via either e6 or a6. 
Once it gets there, white will not be 
able to find a satisfactory method 
for stopping the f-pawn. 

49. Nf2 Kg3 50. Ne4+ Kg2 51. 
Ke5 Na6 52. Kd5 Nc5 53. Nd2 
f2 54. Nc4 Kf3 

Of course not 54 ... f1=Q 55. 
Ne3+ though black is still winning 
after the Queen comes off the board. 
55. Kd4 Ke2 56. Ne3 Nxb3+ 57. 
Ke4 Nc54 58. Kd4 Nxh5 and 
black eventually won. 

It cannot be said that this was 
a great tournament for IM Igor 
Ivanov though he managed to 
scramble into a tie for first with the 
following game. 


IM Igor Ivanov [2587] 

SM Alan Stein [2426] 
English Opening - A26 
Round 6 

1. Nf3 Nf6 2. c4 Nc6!? 3. Nc3 

On 3 d4 black has either e5 4 
de Ng4 with a transposition to the 
Budapest defense, or d5 which is the 
Chigorin Defense. There is a fair 
amount of theory to both 
lines,which is why Ivanov probably 
by-passed them. Stein does not play 
either opening, but Ivanov didn't 
know that. 
3 ...e5 4. e3 d6 

This line has a bad reputation. 
The more main line approaches are 
4 ... Bb4 or d5. Both lead to sharp 
uncompromising chess. 
5. d4 g6 

As far as I know, this is a new 
move here. The pawn structure re- 
sembles the Kings-Indian which is 
an opening that Stein has a lot of 
experience playing from the black 
side . 
6. b3 Bg7 7. de Ng4? 


7 ... de 8. Qxd8+ NxdB8 is Close 


to equal. The text results in a posi- | 


tion that resembles a Budapes 
pawn structure but with the king 
bishop on a less favorable square. 
8. Bb2 Ngxe5 9. Nxe5 Bxe5 
10. g3 h5!? 

An attempt to mix it up a little 
This idea always suggests itsel 
when the opposition doesn't havea 
knight on f3. But, in this situation 
white’s control of a fluid center 
makes it unlikely that this foray ig 
going to amount to much more than 
a voluntary weakening of blacks 
king side. 

11. Q@d2 0-0 12. Bg2 a5 13.04 
h4 14. f4 

Otherwise 14 ... h3 might be 
trouble. Now f3 is available for the 
bishop in response to this move, 
14... Bg7 15. Nd5 hg 16. hg 
Be6 17. Kf2 

Intending the slow but effective 
Rh1-h2 followed by Rah1 and Rh8+. 
17 ... Bxd5? 

This stops white’s idea but costs 
a pawn. The ugly looking 17 ... f 
would have put up more resistance, 
18. Bxd5 Nb4 19. Bxg7 

Black was threatening 19 .. 
Bxb2 20. Qxb2 Nd3+ 
19 ... Kxg7 20. Bxb7 Rb8 
21. Bf3 Qf6 22. Rh1 Rfe8 
23. Rad1l Re6 24. £4 Kg8 

24 ... g5!? is worth considering, 
25. g5 Qg7 26. Rh3 Rbe8 
27. Bg4 Re4 

Covering the d4 square. Other- 
wise the maneuver Rdh1, followed 
by Qd4 will be fatal to black. 

28. Rdh1 Na6 

Hoping to redirect the knight to 
f5 or e4 where it can help defend 
the king. There is a tactical flaw that 
Ivanov immediately exploits. 





iy oO 





29. Bd7! Re7 30. Bc6 R4e6 
31. Bd5 Resigns d» 
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25TH PEOPLES CHESS TOURNAMENT 


by 
Don Shennum 


With 170 entries in Open, X,A,B, 
d Reserve, the 25th Peoples was 


à; an 
à little, | organized and directed by Don and 
| [aura Shennun. An additonal 112(!) 
| entries played in the one day Young 
| peoples Scholastics on Satuday. 
| Berkeley mayor Shirley Dean 


fective 
| Rh&«, 


it costs 


stance, 


lering, 


Other- | 


lowed 


ight to 
defend 
iw that 





showed up and started the event by 
reading the city Proclamation pro- 


S | aiming it People’s Chess Weekend 


| inBerkeley. The Oakland Tribune 
3.05 ;» | i 
| did two writeups on the event (one 


before and one after). 
Pre-tournament favorite Omar 

Cartagena.had an interesting situ- 

ation in round 5 versus Jennie 


| Frenklakh. Jennie playing white 


| 


| 


| 
| 


} 


| 


srambles to just makes her forti- 
eth move with her flag barely hang- 
ing. It's Omar's move now, as black. 
Hes got about 4-5 minutes. He 
sarts thinking. Jennie gets up to 
stretch her legs and thens comes 


| back. Omar's still thinking, and is 


| 


| 


i 


| 


} 


| 
| 


| 


[ 


down to about 1 minute now. Sud- 
denly his flag falls as he completes 
his move. Jennie calls ‘Flag!’, but by 
the time she reaches over to stop the 
clocks her flag also falls. This is 





Photo by Val Zemitis 


tied for first at the 25th Peoples. 


your basic TD ‘nightmare’. After 
much discussion with both players, 
the tournament director ruled a 
time forfeit by Omar. By the way, 
he had a crushing position against 
Jennie, and she said she was on the 
verge of resigning. 





OPEN 






















1st-2nd 
Tigran Ishkhanov 5-1 


Vinay Bhat 5-1 
3rd-4th 

Rich Kelson 4.5-1.9 

Donny Ariel 4.5-1.5 
Under 2300 

Jennie Frenklakh 4-2 

Jim Burden 4-2 

Tom Stevens 4.2 
Expert 

Bela Evans 4.5-1.5 

Jimmy Plumb 4.5-1.5 
Best 'A' 

lan Zimmerman — 5-1 

William Whitney 5-1 
Best ‘B’ 


Francisco Zulueta 


RESERVE 














lst 


Liam MacDermed 5-0 
2nd-3rd 

Bruce Allen 4.5-0.5 

Kah Loong Chile —4.5-0.5.5 
Under1400 

Sam Jones 4-] 

Patrick Webb 4-1 
Top Female 

Martha Lopez 3-2 


(Prize donated by Don Leiberman 














per hour lesson. 


CHESS INSTRUCTORS WANTED FOR SEPTEMBER 
For elementary school children in the East Bay Area. Must be good 
with kids, which especially includes being able to keep order in a clas: 

room of up to 20 kids. Should have a USCF rating and be willing to 


teach from the lesson plans provided by the Berkeley Chess School. 


Job is part time, minimum one hour per week, 2:00 pm or later, $20.00 


Own transportation is essential 


Contact Elizabeth Shaughnessy 


“The Berkeley Chess School”? 


510-843-0150 


California Chess Journal e Spring 19965 
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31st LERA Thanksgiving Class Tournament 
November 28-29-30, 1997 








Place Name Score Prize Place Name Score Prize 
1st-2nd Craig Mar 4.5 $400 . Best'C Bernard Gulen 2.9 $200 
Ronald Cusi 4.5 $400 . Best D' Bill Dixon 4.5 $100 
Best Expert Igor Traub 5.0 $400 Best ‘E’ Ilya Perepelitsky 4.5 $100 
Best ‘A’ Walter Wood 5.0 3233... Best E' Han Zhang 4.0 $33 
Michael Dacruz 5.0 $233 Alexander Setzepfandt 4.0 $33 
Osmundo Reyes 5.0 $233 Marijo Mont-Reynaud 4.0 $33 
Best ‘B’ Calixto Magaoay 4.5 $300 Ist Unrated Derek Lau 5.5 $100 

















147 players directed by Jim Hurt and Ted Yudacufski 
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The Best Games of 31st LERA Thankgiving 
Class Championships 


Annotated by Richard Koepcke 


This game contains two sacri- 
fices, both of which are sound. Yet 
itis not a brilliancy. The reason be- 
ing practically all of it is book. In 
fact the first deviation is on move 
24. Black resigned one move later. 


Peter Thiel [2277] 
Emmanuel Perez [2412] 
Ruy Lopez - Marshall Gambit 
C89 
Open Section Brilliancy Prize 
]l.e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5 a6 
4. 0-0 Be7 5. 0-0 Be7 6. Rel b5 
7. Bb3 0-0 8. c3 d5 9. ed Nxd5 
10. NXxe5b Nxe5 11. Rxeb5 c6 
12. dá Bd6 13. Rel Qh4 14. g3 
Qh3 15. Be3 Bg4 16. Qd3 Rae8 
17. Nd2 Re6 18. c4 ?! 
More common is 18 a4. The text 
does not have a good reputation 
because of the following piece sac. 


18 ... Bf4 


E WE 
S m miti 
imim:h 5 


" 
Bihan " 
“ie wow 





Vi A 
A. A 





With the pawn on c3, this com- 
bination would be refuted by 19 
Bxd5. Now black has time for the 
maneuver Rh6, Qxh2 because white 
has to take time out to defend hl. 
19. cd Rh6 20. Qe4 Qxh2+ 
21. Kf1 Bxe3 22. Rxe3 Rf6! 23. 
Nf3? 

According to John Nunn, white 
might survive by giving back the 
piece with 23. f3. The text just loses 
to the following combination. 

3... Rxf3 24. Rxf3? [Qxf3 isa 
little better] Qh1+ 25. Ke2 Bxf3+ 
Resigns. 

The Expert section winner is one 
ofthe more interesting games of the 
tournament. In the opening, white 
grabbed a pawn that all the books 
Say is poisoned. Black does indeed 
win material a few moves later. How- 


ever it turns out that white has a 
fair amount of compensation for his 
material. After a few causal moves 
by black, a very strong kingside at- 
tack appears out of nowhere. The 
result is a quick knockout, and a 
nice demonstration of how long 
range pieces can control other sec- 
tors of the board from afar. 


Chris Black [1926] 

Lazar Shnaiderman [2022] 
English Opening - A29 
Expert Brillancy Prize 

1. c4 Nf6 2. Nc3 e5 3. g3 d5 
4. cd Nxd5 5. Bg2 Nb6 6. Nf3 
Nc6 7. d3 Be7 8. 0-0 0-0 9. a3 

The main line, though not the 
only try for an advantage. Recently 
a lot of attention has centered 
around 9 Rb1. Other moves are Bd2 
and Be3. What follows now is a re- 
versed classical Sicilian Dragon. The 
question is, does the extra tempo 
mean anything. 

9 ... Be6 10. b4 a5 11. b5 Nd4 
12. Nxe5!? 

White is not supposed to be able 
to take this pawn. 

12 ... Bf6 13. f4 Bxe5? 

This exchange only helps white. 
Better is the more direct 13 ... Nb3 
14. Bb2 [ white doesn’t have enough 
compensation after 14. Be3 Nxal 
15. Qxal Nd5 16. Bc5 Be7 17. Ne4 
iG F] Nzali i5r0Q0xaL The EGO 
monograph on A29 claims a big edge 
for black. However this judgment 
looks a little over optimistic. White 
has control of the center plus a pawn 
for his exchange. A possible con- 
tinuation is 15 ... Nd5 16. Nxd5 
Bxd5 17. e4 Be6 17 d4 with some 
play. Still the line is probably only 
good for a draw. More than enough 
reason for white to pick a different 
12 move. 

14. fe Nb3 15. Be3 Nxal 16. 
Qxal Nd5 17. Bc5 Re8 18. Ne4 

Now white definitely has com- 
pensation for the exchange. His con- 
trol of the central dark squares 
makes it very hard for black to find 
good squares for his pieces. Black 


should probably reclaim the a3-f8 
diagonal with 18 ... b6. Instead he 
doubles his pieces on the d-file. 
8 ...Qd7 19. a4 
Much stronger is 19. Qc1! Black 
cannot afford to grab the b-pawn 
since 19 ... Qxb5 20. Nf6+ gf 21. ef 
Kh8 22. a4 Qxa4 23. Be4 is deci- 
sive. For example 23 ... Qb5 24. Qh6 
Qxc5-^ 25. Kh1 Nxf6 26. Rxf6 Black 
doesn't have a good defense to the 
dual threat 27. Qxh7-4 and Bxh7. 
19 ...b6 20. Ba3? Rad8? 
Black is just winning after 20 
. Ne3! Now white can correct his 
previous oversight. 
21. Qc1! Ne7? 
Missing the threat, Bf5 keeps 
the balance. 














22. Nf6+ gf 23. ef NZ6 24. Qh6 

Black has to give up the Queen 
to prevent mate. The rest is just for 
practice. 

4... Q@d4+ 25. Khl Qxf6 26. 
Rxf6 Bb3 27. Bb2 Re2 28. Rg6 
Resigns. 

The remaining brillancy games 
are really candidates for the best 
game award. However the judge 
should not be blamed for not pick- 
ing true brillancies, since there were 
most likely none to be found. 


Hans Poschmann [1789] 
Duane Anderson [1683] 
Sokolsky Opening 
A-B Section Brillancy Prize 

1. b4 

For as long as I’ve known Hans 
he has been playing this opening. It 
has the virtue of avoiding a lot of 
theory. Unfortunately there are not 
many problems for black to solve 
either. 
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l... e5 2. Bb2 d6 3. e3 Nf6 
4. Nf3 Bg4 

An alternative setup would be 4 
... 86 5. d4 Nbd7 6. c4 Bg7, followed 
by 0-0 and Re8. The bishop move 
isn't bad, but it does commit black 
to eventually exchanging it In these 
Kings-Indian like positions, the 
queen bishop is often an important 
piece in blacks  kingside 
counterplay. 

5. Be2 Nbd7 6. c4 c6 7.a4 

This pawn sally does not have 
much point with the d-pawn still on 
its original square. White is more 
likely to get an advantage from 7. 
d4. 

7 ... Bxf3!? 8. Bxf3 e4 9. Be2 
g6 10. 0-0 

If white wants to randomize the 
position, 10. g4 would do the trick, 
however this creates all kinds of 
holes around whites kingside. 
10... Bg7 11.13 O-O 12. fe Nxe4 
13. Bxg7 Kxg7 

Black has emerged from the 
opening with a compact position 
and a development edge. White is 
going to have some trouble complet- 
ing his development. 

14. d3 

Now the e-pawn becomes a target. 
14... Nef6 15. Qd2 Qe7 16. Nc3 
Rfe8 17. e4 d5! 

Very good! Whites pieces are 
temporarily loose in the center, so 
black rushes to crack open the po- 
sition before white has time to con- 
solidate with Rael and Bf3. 

18. ed cd 19. cd 

White doesn't have any compen- 
sation for the pawn after 19. Rfel 
cd 20. cd Qxb4 21. Rabl Qc5«. 

19 ... Qxb4 20. Rabl Qd4- 
21. Kh1 Nc5 22. Rf4 

Hans misses a tactic. Mixing it 
up with 22. Nb5 Qe5 23. d4 offered 
reasonable chances for a draw. 

















White will almost certainly lose 
the ending that results from 24. 
Rxe4 Nxe4 25. Qb2 [ otherwise 25... 
Nf2+ is mate in four ] Qxb2 26. Rxb2 
Nd6. 

24... Rae8 25. Rel? 

A catastrophic mistake in a lost 
position. 25. Bfl is the only move. 
25 ... Rxe2 26. Rxe2 Qal+ 
27. Resigns 


Alberto Cisneros [1103] 
Daniel Randall [1264] 
Wing Gambit Sicilian - B20 
C-D Section Brillancy Prize 


1. e4 c5 2. b4 cb 3. d4 Nf6 4. 
e5 Nd5 5. Bd3 Nc6 6. Nf3 d6 
7. O-O de [7 ... Bg4 =+] 8. de 
Bg4 9. Bc4 Nb6 10. Bxf7 Kxf7 
11. Ng5 Ke8 12. Qxg4 Nxe5 13. 
Qxb4 g6 14. Qb5 Ned7 15. Bb2 
Rg8 16. Rel Qc8 17. Nc3 Bg7 
18. Nce4 Kf8 19. Nxh7+ Kf7 
20. Neg5+ Ke8 21. Bxg7 Rxg7 
22. Nf{6+ Kf8 23. Ne6+ Kf7 24. 
Nxd7 Nxd7 25. Nxg7 Nf8 26. 
Qb2 Qc7 27. Re3 Rc8 28. 
Rael Rd8 29. Ne6 Nxe6 30. 
Rxe6 Qd7 31. Rxe7+ Qxe7 32. 
Rxe7+ Kxe7 33. Qxb7+ Kf8 34. 
Qb4+ Ke8 35. h3 Resigns 


Kenneth Wu [1082] 
Mani Subramaniam [Unr] 
QGD - Ragozin Var D38 
E-F-Unr Brillancy Prize 


1.d4Nf6 2. c4 e6 3. Nf3 d5 

4. Nc3 Bb4 5. Qb3 c5 6. a3 
Qa5 7. Bg5 Ne4 8. Bd2 Bc3 9. 
Bc3 Nc3 10. bc cd 11. Nd4 Nc6 
12. e3 Nd4 13. ed O-O 14. Be2 
Bd7 15. 0-0 Bc6 16. Qb4 Qc7 
17. Bf3 ab 18. Qb3 dc 19. Qc4 
Rfc8 20. Be2 Bd5 21. Qd3 Qc3 
22. Racl Qcl 23. Rc1 Rc1 24. 
Bdl1 Rac8 25. h3 R8c3 2806. 
Qd2 Bb3 27. Kh2 Bd1 28. Qg5 
Rc8 29. Qa5 Bb3 30. Qb4 Bd5 
3l. h4 h5 32. Qd2 Ra1 33. 
Qg5 g6 34. g4 Rh1 35. Kg3 
Rgl 36. Kh3 Rg4 37. Qf6 Rc3 
38. f3 Rf3 39. Qf3 Bf3 40. a4 
Rd4 41. Kg3 Bg4 42. a5 Ra4 
43. a6 ba 44. Kf2 Re6 45. Kf1 
a5 46. Kg2 a4 47. Kf2a3 48. 
Kg2 a2 49. Kg3 al=Q 50. Kf2 
Qc3 51. Kfl Re2 52 Resigns @ 


Napa Valley 
Quads 


by Jeff Anderson 


Held on February 21st in St. 
Helena, this event paid out $157, 
tournament co-winners Rodrigo 
Silveira and Jeff Anderson. Both 
players finished the main event With 
2.5 points and then drew with each 
other in the tie-breaker. Everyone 
liked the three round G/45 format 
(with G/25 playoffs if necessary). 
We started at 10:15 am and were 
done by 4:30 p.m.! 


Baburin 
vs Berkeley 








H 


, DATE 
| PLACE 


| 
|! DIREC! 


| TYPE 


| PRIZES 








30 students from the Berkeley 
Chess School fought hard 
against GM Alexander Baburin at 
a simultaneous exhibition on 
November 7, 1997 at the Berke- 
ley City Club. Six students man- 
aged to get a draw against GM 
Baburin. They were Aaron Fung, 
Simion Kreimer, Kris 
MacLennan, Cameron Huey, and 
Wesley Chen. 


The next deadline for 
California Chess Journal 
submission is 
June Ist 








22 ... Nfe4! 23. Nxe4 Rxe4 
24. Rf3 
/ 0 
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1998 LERA MEMORIAL DAY CLASS CHAMPIONSHIPS 


| 
y | HE 
- DATE Saturday, Sunday and Monday, May 23, 24 & 25th Cum 


| PLACE LERA Auditorium B/160, corner of Mathilda Ave. & Java St., Sunnyvale (take Bayshore Freeway to the North 


M THE THIRTY SECOND ANNUAL 


Mathilda offramp; then go seven blocks north on Mathilda to Java St; B/160 is on the far left corner; 408/747-9167) 
| DIRECTOR Jim Hurt, assisted by Ted Yudacufski (National Tournament Director) of Monterey. 


* | TYPE Six round Swiss with eight separate divisions, each division with its own prizes. In pairing an odd numbered group, 
lrigo we promote a high player from the next highest group to yield an even number in the odd numbered group. 

Es . PRIZES Division: Open Expert A B C D E nrat 
ath | First Prize: $500 $400 $350 $300 $200 $100 $100 $100 
yone Second Prize: $300 $240 $210 $180 $120 

"mat Third Prize: $200 $160 $140 $120 $ 80 

ary). Ea The prize fund is based on 160 paid entries. Ifthe paid entries exceed 160 players, then the prize fund will be increased and if the paid 
were | entries are less than 160 the prize fund will be decreased. A player can play up only one class; exception: an unrated player can play 





up only into the Open division. A total of eight brilliancy prizes may be awarded, one for each division. 


— SCHEDULE ITEM STARTING TIME TIME CONTROL 
| Registration 8 to 9:30 am Saturday 30 moves in 90 minutes, 
| d Round One 10:30 am Saturday 30 moves in 60 minutes, 

Round Two 4:00 pm Saturday 10 moves in 10 minutes 
a Round Three 9:30 am Sunday thereafter 

| um Round Four 3:00 pm Sunday 

: Round Five 9:30 am Monday 
Round Six 3:00 pm Monday 


| ENTRY FEES Mail: The entry fee for the Open or Expert division is $40, for the A 
or B division is $35, and for the C, D, E or Unrated division is $30, if 
mailed by May 17th. If paid Friday morning, all entry fees will be $5 
| more. The entry fee for K through 6th Graders who have ratings 
below 1100 points is $15, and they may play in a separate division. 





CAN WHITE MATE IN TWO MOVES 


) CONDITIONS _Inorderto start the first round on time, we are incorporating a new policy: 
| You must be at the registration desk prior to 9:30 am in order to be paired 
' in the first round. If you arrive after 9:30 am, you will either get a 1/2 point bye, or be paired against another late 
| v entry. All players must be USCF members or become members at the tournament. CCA ratings may be used at 
= the discretion of the tournament director. For more information, call Jim Hurt (970) 285-7041 or Ken Stone (408) 
| 629-5530. 1/2 point byes are available. 
SNACK BAR Food and refreshments available at the LERA snack bar. 


NEXT EVENT The next LERA chess tournament will be held in August 1998 
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ard | 
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on | 
ke- | ee EEE EE EE ET 
an- | 9-98 ENTRY FORM 
GM 
Ing, I E Phone USCF Rating 
FAS [ Address Citv Zip 
and ee ee 
Name & Date of the last tournament you played in: Your Age: 
USCF Identity Number MEET oe ee so oe Exp. Date USCF dues: $35.00 - adult , $15 - under 18 


| | EntryFee* The Open or Expert division is $40.00, the A or B divisionis $35.00, and the C, D, E.or Unrated Divisionis $30.00 (Circle your division). 
*If mailed by May 17, otherwise entry fees are $5 more. Make check payable to LERA Chess Club. Parking 1s free. 


Mail to: Jim Hurt, LERA Chess Club, P.O. Box 60451, Sunnyvale, CA 94088 Amount of check 
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Mechanics 
Linklater 


International 


by 
Jim Eade 


The Mechanics’ Linklater Inter- 
national, named after a long time 
member,and frequenter of the 
Institute’s chess room, took place 
from February 3rd through the 
llth. The International was orga- 
nized so that a score of six points 
(out of a possible nine) would gen- 
erate an International Master norm. 





The tournament offered 


$2,000 in prize money and 
$2,000 in point money . 





Interestingly enough, there was 
a three way tie for first, at six points 
apiece, among Ron Cusi, Omar 
Cartagena and IM Guillermo Rey. 
Guillermo didn’t need the norm, 
since he’d already earned the title, 
but Omar and Ron, were pretty 
pleased. This is the second time 
both Omar and Ron have earned IM 
norms at the Mechanics. The third 
time will be charmed. 

Although the Mechanics’ Insti- 
tute has been sponsor and host toa 
fairly long series of Internationals, 
this was the first time that the 
Linklater qualified as one. The Me- 
chanics’ rather ambitious plan is to 
hold two Internationals every year, 
and upgrading the Linklater was a 
key factor in achieving that objec- 
tive. The early returns suggest that 
we are almost certain to begin gen- 
erating new titled players, which the 
Bay Area has failed to produce since 
the mid-1980’s. 

The tournament offered $2,000 
in prize money and $2,000 in point 
money (each win counting towards 


the pool). Cusi and Rey 
each earned $1000 while 
Cartagena took home 
$917. This system tends 
to reward the ambitious 
player, and it keeps the 
players interested in 
playing fighting chess, 
even when they are out of the run- 
ning for one of the top spots. 

In order to get the IM title, you ought 
to be able to beat IMs, and that is 
exactly what Cusi and Cartagena 
were able to do in the following 
games. Cusi's win was especially 
dramatic, since he needed to win his 
last round game in order to get his 
norm. 


Cusi,R (2420) 

Grefe,J (2375) [A65] 
Mechanics' Linklater 
International (9) 
November 2, 1998 
1.c4 Nf6 2.Nc3 g6 3.e4 d6 4.d4 
Bg7 5.f3 O-O 6.Bg5 c5 7.d5 e6 
8.Qd2 exd5 9.cxd5 a6 10.a4 Qa5 
11.Ra3 Nbd7  12.Nge2 ReS8 
13.Ncl h5 14.Be2 Nh7 15.Bh6 
Bh8 16.0-0 Qd8 17.N1a2 Qf6 
18.Be3 Qe7 19.Bf2 Ne5 20.b4 
cxb4 21.Nxb4 f5 22.Nc2 Bf6 
23.Nd4 f4 24.a5 Bh4 25.Na4 
Bxf2+ 26.Rxf2 Qf6 27.Nb6 Rb8 
28.Rc3 Ng5 29.Rc7 h4 30.Qcl 





Omar Cartagena earned an IM norm at the 
Linklater. 





L3 
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Photo by Allan Fifield 


Bh3 31.Nb3 Red8 32.gxh3 Nxh3: 
33.Kfl Nxf2 34.Kxf2 h3 35.f1 
Qh4« 36.Kgl RÍS 37.Qf2 Qd 
38.Rcl Rf7 39.Qf1 g5 40.Nd4 
Rh7 41.Rc3 g4 42.fxg4 Qhi 
43.Nf5 Qg5 44.Qcl Rf8 45.Khl 
Kh8 46.Rc8 Rhf7 47.Nxd6 Rf 
48.Rxf8+ Rxf8 49.Nf5 Kg8 50.d6 
Kh7 51.Nd5 Nxg4 52.Qc7+ Kg8 
53.Bxg4 1-0 


Cartagena,O (2430) - Shipman,W 

(2350) [C60] 

Mechanics’ Linklater 
International (3) 

May 2, 1998 
1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nge7 
4.0-0 Ng6 5.d4 exd4 6.Nxd4 Bc5 
7.Nf5 O-O 8.Nc3 Re8 9.Qh5 dé 
10.Bg5 f6 11.Bd2 Be6 12.Radl 
Bf7 13.Qg4 Nce5 14.Q9g3 c6 
15.Be2 Be6 16.Na4 Qc7 17.Nxc5 
dxc5 18.Ne3 Nf8 19.Bc3 Kh8 
20.f4 Ned7 21.Bh5 Re7 22.¢5 
fxe5 23.Qg5 Qd8 24.f5 Bg8 
25.Rd6 Re8 26.f6 g6 27.Qh6 Re7 
28.Bxe5 Rf7 29.Qg7+ 1-0 @ 
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Read All About It 


| 
| 
Visit our site on the World Wide Web at its new address: | 
| 
| 


Í 

i 

http:/ /www.hooked.net/' hegemon/norcal.html 
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| Sacramento Chess Championship 


by John McCumiskey 


OPEN SECTION 
| James MacFarland 4.5 
Arthur Braden 4.0 
Kenan Zildzic 4.0 
| Clarence Lehman d. 


RESERVE SECTION 

| Cesar Cuellar 5.0 
Dean Domach 4.5 
Michael Schick 4.5 
Cameron Ayers 4.0 
Alberto Cisneros 4.0 
Bruce Allen 3.0 
Michael Shaw 3.0 
Stuart Ward 4.0 





Chuck Coleman (1) and John McCumiskey (TD) plan 
the retrun of serious chess to Sacremento. 


Ist Junior 





Photo by Allan Fifield 


E Sponsoried by the Sacramento a6 13. a5 Rb8 14. Na4 Nb5 15. c3 Nf3 Nf6 5. Bb5 a6 6. Bxc6+ bxc6 
| Chess Club and directed by John Qc7 16. Rfel fó 17. Radl Na7 7. O-O g6 8. d3 Bg7 9. Qel Bg4 
Nxh3+ McCumiskey, the first major capi- 18. Qgg4 Nc8 19. h4 b5 20. axb6 10. Nd2 O-O 11. h3 Bc8 12. Nf3 
35.Qf1 tal city event in several years at- Ndxb6 21. Naxb6 Nxb6 22. Nxb6 Rb8 13. Qh4 d5 14. e5 Ne8 15. 
2 Qd8 | tracted 120 players and paid out Rxb6 23. Qe6+ Kh8 24. Bcl Qc8 g4 f5 16. exf6 Bxf6 17. Ng5 Bd4+ 
0. Nd4 83225. Aspecial thanks go to Ms. 25. Qxc8 Rxc8 26. f4 a5 27. f5 18. Kg2 NfG 19. Nf3 h5 20. g5 
1 Qh4 | felicia Bessent, Principal, Samuel Kg8 28. Rd3 Kf7 29.g4 gxf5 30. Ne8 21. Nxd4 cxd4 22. Ne2 cd 
5.Khl | Jackman Middle School, Mr. gxf> Rg8 31. Rg3 a4 32. Kf2 Bf8 23. Ng1 c4 24. Nf3 Qb6 
16 Rf6 Ricardo Salazar, Samuel Jackman 33. Rxg8 Kxg8 34. h5 Rb3 35. 25. Ned Bfd 26. Qf2 cxd3 27. 
50.46 | Middle School Chess Advisor, and Re3 Kf7 36. Rg3 c4 37. Ke2 a3 cxd3 Nd6 28. b3 Nb5 29. Bb2 
+ Kg8 Ron Richard, Samuel Jackman 38. bxa3 Rbl 39. Rgl Bh6 40. Nc3 30. Rfcl Rfc8 31. Rc2 Rc7 
Middle School Campus Security, for Be3 Rb2+ 41. Kf3 Bxe3 42. Kxe3 32. Racl Rbc8 33. Bxc3 Qe6 34. 
their part in the event. Ra2 43. h6 Rxa3 44. Kd4 Ra2 Qxd4 Bxh3+ 35. Kf2 a5 36. Nc6 
nan,W And now for two of the best 45. Rg7+ Ke8 46. Rxh7 Rh2 47. Kf7 37. Ne5+ Kg8 38. Rel Qf5 


> Nge7 
14 Bcd 
h5 dô 
) Radl 


games from this event . . . 


James MacFarland - 
Zoran Lazetich 
Open Section 
Round 5 
l.d4g6 2. Nf3 Bg7 3. Nc3 c5 4. 
d5d6 5. e4 Nf6 6. Be2 O-O 7. O- 
0 Bg4 8. Nd2 Bxe2 9. Qxe2 Na6 


Rh8+ Kd7 48. Kxc4 Rh4 49. Kd3 
Rh3+ 50. Kd4 Rhi 51. h7 Rdl+ 
52. Kc4 Rh1 53. e5!! Rh4+ 54. 
Kb3 1-0 


Kevin Schambers - 
Ceasar Cuellar 
Reserve Section 
Round 5 


39. Qxd5+ e6 40. Qd4 a4 41. bxa4 
h4 42. a5 Rxc3 43. Rxc3 Rxc3 
44. Qxc3 Qxf4+ 45. Nf3 Bg4 46. 
d4 Qg3+ 47. Ke2 Qg2+ 48. Kdl 
Bxf3+ 49. Kcl Qxg5+ 50. Kb2 
Qg2+ 51. Ka3 Bd5 52. Qc8+ Kg7 
53. Q@c3 Kh6 54. Qe3+ g5 55. 
Rgl Qf3 56. Rel h3 57. Re2 
Qxe3+ 58. Rxe3 g4 59. Re5 h2 


lg3 c6 

7 Nxc5 10. Nc4 Nc7 11. a4 Nd7 12. Bf4 1. e4 c5 2. Nc3 d6 3. f4 Nc6 4. 0-1 

3 Kh8 

22.e5 

5 Bg8 Even bughouse teams can do 
the pre-game “Good luck” 
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handshake! Marcus Tong & 
Alex Wu (1) join Daniel Barclay 
& Ted Enns in a unique mo- 
ment. Looking amused (next 
to Wu) is Michael Pollock as his 
opponent Jake Wachtel looks 
a little more serious. Photo by 


Steve Cohen. 
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On December 5th the Mechan- 
ics’ Institute was proud to present a 
new addition to it’s family of impor- 
tant chess events. The Mechanics 
Masters Tounament promises to be 
an annual event that gives strong 
players an opportunity to test their 
chess skills among equals. Even more 
important, this strong tournament 
opens the door to the highest scoring 
contestants to the possibility of be- 
ing seeded into the Linklater Quali- 
fier which takes place January 20th. 

The main event, the Linklater, 
which takes place February 3rd to 
the 11th , was in the past an eight 
player closed event which served as 
the Northern California champion- 
ship. Under the innovation of James 
Eade and the current and past Cal 
Chess presidents the Linklater has 
now become a FIDE event which 
gives opportunities to players to play 
for titles and norms. 

The masters event was a hard 
fought battle whose final outcome 
was only determined at the end of 
the last round when Craig Mar man- 
aged to topple tournament leader 
Eric Schiller. Eric’s conquest of G.M. 
Dmitry. Gurevich in the second 
round earned him the title of 
“Schiller the Killer”. Dmitry, in spite 
of his upset by Schiller, claimed sole 
first place with 4 out of a possible 5 
points. Sharing 2nd place with 
Schiller were, with 3.5 points were 
Craig Mar and Ron Cusi. And now 
for the best games of the first Me- 
chanics Masters as selected by Jim 
Eade. 


“Schiller the Killer” on the prowl. 


Burt Izumikawa - 
Oleg Shakhnazarov 
[C89] 
l.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 
3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 Nf6 
5.0—0 b5 6.Bb3 Be7 
7.Rel O—O 8.c3 d5 
9.exd5 Nxd5 
10.Nxe5 Nxe5 
11.Rxe5 Nf6 12.Rel Bd6 13.h3 
Ng4 14.Qf3 Qh4 15.d4 h5 16.Be3 
Nh2 17.Qxa8 Bxh3 18.Qd5 Qg4 

19.Nd2 Qg6 20.9g5 1—0 





Dmitry Gurevich - 
David Blohm 
[D94] 

1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.e3 
g6 5.Nf3 Bg7 6.Be2 dxc4 7.Bxc4 
0—0 8.0—O Bg4 9.h3 Bxf3 
10.Qxf3 Nbd7 11.Rdl b5 12.Bf1 
b4 13.Na4 c5 14.Nxc5 Nxc5 
15.dxc5 Qa5 16.c6 Rac8 17.a3 b3 
18.Bd2 Qa4 19.Racl1 Ne4 20.Rc4 
Nxd2 21.Rxd2 Qa5 22.Rd5 Qb6 
23.a4 Bxb2 24.Rb5 Qd8 25.Rxb3 
Qd2 26.Qe4 Bf6 27.c7 a5 28.Rb1 
Qd6 29.Rc6 1—0 


Dmitry Gurevich - 
Bill Orton 
[A43] 

1.d4 c5 2.d5 f5 3.c4 Nf6 4.Nc3 g6 
o.f3 Bg7 6.e4 d6 7.exf5 Bxf5 
8.Bd3 e5 9.Nge2 0—0 10.Ng3 Ne8 
11.h4 h6 12.Qc2 Qf6 13.Nce4 Qf7 
14.h5 Bxe4 15.hxg6 Qxg6 
16.Nxe4 Rf7 17.Ng5 e4 18.Bxe4 
Re7 19.Ne6 Qg3+ 20.Qf2 Qe5 
21.Bxh6 Qxb2 22.Bxg7 Qxf2+ 
23.Kxf2 Nxg7 24.Ng5 Nd7 25.Rh6 
NeS 26.Rah1 Ne8 27.Rh8+ Kg7 
28.R1h7+ Kf6 29.Rf8+ 1—O 


Richard Koepcke - 
Dmitry Gurevich 
[E32] 
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.Qc2 
0—0 5.a3 Bxc3+ 6.Qxc3 b5 7.cxb5 
c6 8.bxc6 Nxc6 9.e3 Qb6 10.Bd3 


by 
Joan Arbil 


a Mechanics’ Masters 


Ba6 11.Ne2 Rfc8 12.Qd2 Nad 
13.Bxa6 Qxa6 14.Qd1 Qb7 15.0— 
O Nb3 16.Rb1 Qe4 17.Bd2 Qxb1 
18.Q@xb1 Nxd2 19.9d3 Nxf1 
20.Kxf1Rab8 21.b4 Nd5 22.f3 Nb6 
23.Nc3 h6 24.Kf2 Nc4 25.Ne4 a5 
26.Nc5 axb4 27.axb4 d5 28.Qc3 
RaS8 29.e4 Ra3 30.Qcl1 Rbs 
31.exd5 exd5 32.Qb1 RbaS8 33.9f5 
Ra2+ 34.Kg3 Rxg2+ 35.Kh3 Rg5 
36.Qd7 Nd2 37.b5 Nxf3 38.b6 Ra3 
0—1 


Walter Shipman - 

Burt Izumikawa 
[A80] 
1.d4 f5 2.Bg5 Nf6 3.Bxf6 exf6 4.e3 
d5 5.Bd3 Be6 6.Qf3 Qd7 7.Ne2 
Nc6 8.c3 Bd6 9.Nf4 Ne7 10.h4 0— 
0—0 11.Nd2 Bf7 12.Ne2 g6 13.0— 
0—0 Qa4 14.Kb1 Nc6 15.Bc2 Qb5 
16.Nc1 Na5 17.Q9e2 Nc4 18.Nxc4 
dxc4 19.Kal Rhe8 20.h5 Bfs 
21.hxg6 hxg6 22.Qd2 Re6 23.Ne2 
Rb6 24.Bb1 Re8 25.Nf4 Bdé 
26.Rh6 Bxf4 27.exf4 Rbe6 28.9c2 
Re2 29.Rd2 Rel 30.Rd1 b6 
31.Rh1 Rle2 32.Rd2 R2e4 33.g3 
Bd5 34.Qd1 R4e7 35.Rgl1 Qc6 
36.Bc2 Bf3 37.Qf1 Re2 38.Rxe2 
Rxe2 39.Kb1 Kb7 40.Kcl Qb5 
41.Rhl a5 42.a4 Rxc2+ 43.Kxc2 
Be4+ 44.Kcl Qxa4 45.Qd1 Qal+ 
0—1 


Viktors Pupols - 
Ron Cusi 
[A36] 

1.c4 c5 2.Nc3 Nc6 3.g3 g6 4.Bg2 
Bg7 5.d3 e5 6.e4 d6 7.Nge2 h5 
8.h4 Bg4 9.f3 Be6 10.Bg5 f6 
11.Be3 Bh6 12.Qd2 Nd4 13.Bxh6 
Nxh6 14.Nxd4 cxd4 15.Ne2 Qd7 
16.Ngl b5 17.b3 bxc4 18.bxc4 
Rb8 19.Bh3 f5 20.Rh2 fxe4 
21.Qg5 Qf7 22.fxe4 Bxh3 23.Nxh3 
Ng4 24.Rd2 0—0 25.0—0—0 Kg7 
26.Rb2 Ne3 27.Rb3 Rxb3 28.axb3 
Nxd1 0—1 
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1.d4 d 
Bxf3 | 
Nge7 
10.Bc 
12.N? 
14.0x 
17.Rd 
20.h4 
Rg7 : 
25. fxs 
Kg8 2 
30.Kc 


1.c4 : 
exd5 
Bd6 € 


13.ex 
Bg4 
18.9 
Bxf24 
23.B« 


28.R! 
31.Be 
Rf6+ 
36.K 
Re6 

41.a! 
Rxa8 


1.83 


dxe4 
Qc7 

13.Q 
16.B 
Radé 
21.f 
Qa5 
26.b 
29.N 
Nxcé 


1.Nf 
Bg7 
8.Bj 














Richard Koepcke - 
Doug Saylor 
[DO7] 

1.d4 db 2.c4 Nc6 3.Nf3 Bg4 4.Nc3 
pxf3 5.gxf3 e6 6.e3 Bb4 7.Bd2 
Nge7 8.9c2 0—0 9.cxd5 Nxd5 
10.Bd3 Qh4 11.0—0—0 Rfd8 
12.Nxd5 exd5 13.Kb1 Bxd2 
14.Qxd2 a5 15.a3 Ne7 16.Qc2 c6 
17.Rdg1 g6 18.Rg4 Qf6 19.f4 Kh8 
20.h4 h5 21.Rg5 Rg8 22.Rhgl 
Rg7 23.f5 Rag8 24.Qe2 Rh7 
25.fxg6 fxgO 26.f4 Rgg7 27.0g2 
Kg8 28.Bxg6 Nxg6 29.Rxg6 Qf5+ 
30.Kcl Qf7 31.Rxg7* 1—0 


Peter Stevens - 
Eric Schiller 
[D32] 

1.c4 e6 2.Nf3 d5 3.e3 c5 4.cxd5 
exd5 5.d4 Nf6 6.Nc3 Nc6 7.Be2 
Bd6 8.dxc5 Bxc5 9.a3 ab 10.0—0 
0—0 11.b3 d4 12.Nxd4 Nxd4 
13.exd4 Qxd4 14.Bb2 Qh4 15.Bf3 
Bg4 16.Na4 Rad8 17.Qe2 Bxf3 
18.Qxf3 Ng4 19.Qg3 Qxg3 20.hxg3 
Bxf2+ 21.Rxf2 Nxf2 22.Kxf2 b5 
93.Bc3 bxa4 24.Bxa5 Rd5 25.Bb4 
Rf>+ 26.Kg1 Ra8S 27.bxa4 Rxa4 
28.Rd1 h6 29.Rd4 Ra6 30.g4 Rg5 
31.Bd2 Rb5 32.a4 Rb1« 33.KÍf2 
Rf6+ 34.Ke2 Rgl 35.a5 Rxg2+ 
36.Kd3 Rc6 37.Be3 Rg3 38.Kd2 
Re6 39.Rd8+ Kh7 40.Bb6 Rxg4 
41.a6 Rxb6 42.a7 Ra4 43.a8Q 
Rxa8 44.Rxa8 Re6 O—1 


Ed Wilson - 
Burt Izumikawa 
[A07] 

1.g3 d5 2.Bg2 Nf6 3.Nf3 Bg4 4.0— 
0 Nbd7 5.d3 e5 6.Nbd2 Bc5 7.e4 
dxe4 8.dxe4 h6 9.Qe1 c6 10.Nc4 
Qc7 11.Ne3 Be6 12.Nd2 0—0 
13.9e2 Rfe8 14.Nb3 Bf8 15.Nf5 a5 
16.Be3 a4 17.Nd2 Bc5 18.Rfdl 
Rad8 19.Nf1 Bxe3 20.N5xe3 Nc5 
21.3 Rxd1 22.Q9xd1 Rd8 23.9e2 
Qa5 24.Kf2 Rd4 25.Qel Qd8 
26.b3 g5 27.Qc3 Qb6 28.h3 Rxe4 
29.Nd2 Nd5 30.Ndc4 Rxc4 31.bxc4 
Nxc3 0-1 


Eric Schiller - 
Dmitry Gurevich 
[A09] 
(Annotations by Schiller) 
L.Nf3 d5 2.c4 d4 3.b4 g6 4.Bb2 
Bg7 5.g3 a5 6.a3 e5 7.d3 Ne7 
8.Bg2 c5 9.Qb3 axb4 10.axb4 
Rxal 11.Bxal Nbc6 12.b5 Qa5+ 


13.Nfd2 Nb4 14.Bb2 0—0 15.0—0 
b6 16.Na3 Qa7 17.Ral Qb8 18.Nc2 
Nxc2 19.Qxc2 Bg4 20.Nfl h5 
21.h3 Be6 22.Qa4 Qd6 23.Bc1 h4 
24.Qa7 f5 25.Bg5 Nc8 26.Qb7 
hxg3 27.Nxg3 e4 28.Ra8 Be5 
29.Bh6 Rf7 30.Rxc8+ Kh7 31.Bf8 
Rxb7 32.Bxd6 Bxg3 33.Rc6 Bxd6 
34.Rxd6 Bf7 35.Kh2 Rb8 36.Rd7 
Kg8 37.h4 Ra8 S38.Rb7 Ra2 
39.dxe4 Rxe2 40.exf5 Rxf2 
41.Rxb6 Bxc4 42.Rxg6+ Kf7 43.b6 
Ba6 44.Kg3 Rxf5 45.Rc6 Kg7 
46.Rc74 Rf7 47.Ra7 d3 


Ls a a 
AA, f M 
p t d VA, 
AM X 
FR 
"w m mom 
Zudgi 















N 
XX 


ANS 















S 


48.Rxa6 

I took the simple road. But there 
was another, better win. [48.Bd5 
Rxa7 49.bxa7 d2 50.a8Q dlQ 
51.Qg8+ Kh6 52.Qf8+ Kg6 53.Be4+ 
Kh5 54.Qh8# would have been more 
efficient. | 
48....d2 49.Ral c4 50.Be4 c3 
51.Bc2 Rf6 52.Rb1 Rf8 53.b7 Rb8 
54.Kf4 1—0 


Dmitry Gurevich - 
Burt Izumikawa 
[E05] 

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 Be7 4.g3 
Nf6 5.Bg2 0—0 6.0—0 dxc4 7.Ne5 
Nc6 8.Bxc6 bxc6 9.Nxc6 Qd6 
10.Qa4 Bb7 11.Nxe7+ Qxe7 
12.Qxc4 e5 13.Nc3 exd4 14.Qxd4 
Qe6 15.f3 Rfd8 16.Qe3 Qh3 
17.Qf2 Nd5 18.Ne4 Nb4 19.Nc5 
Bc6 20.Bf4 Bb5 21.a3 Nd5 22.Bg5 
Re8 23.Rfel Qh5 24.Bd2 Nb6 
25.Racl Nc4 26.Bf4 Ned 27.a4 
Bc6 28.Na6 1—0 


Burt Izumikawa - 
Eric Schiller 
[D32] 
(Annotations by Schiller) 

1.44 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 c5 4.cxd5 
cxd4 5.Qa4« Bd7 6.Qxd4 exd5 
7.Qxd5 Nc6 8.Qd1 Nf6 9.e3 Bc5 
10.Nf3 Qe7 11.Bb5 O-O 12.0-0 

Rfd8 Better 12...Rad8. 
I realized later that rooks belong 
at e8 and d8. Typical wrong rook 
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move! 

13.Qe2 Bg4 14.Bxc6 bxc6 15.b3 
Nd7 16.h3 Bh5 17.Bb2 Bd6 
18.Nb1 Intending Nd2. Probably 
18.Rfd1 was better. 18...Be5 19.g4 
Bg6 20.Nc3 h5 21.Rfd1 hxg4 

Opening the h-file is very 
double-edged! 
22.hxg4 Bc7 23.Kg2! Nf6 24.Nd4 
Re8! 

To discourage any advance of 
the f-pawn. This is why the rook 
should have been at e8 all along. 
25.Rhl Qd7 26.Rh4 c5 27.Rahl 
Nh7 

The defensive plan is ...f6, ...Ng5 
and the initiative comes back to me. 
28.Nf5 Rad8 29.Qf3 f6 30.Rd1 

Last move of time control (30/ 
90), with 17 seconds left. 
Izumakawa has been in deep time 
pressure for the last 7 moves. 
30...Qe6 31.Rxd8 Rxd8 

























VL JV 

HINC 1 

Ll, No 
32.Ne4? 


[32.Qb7! and the position is still 
a mess.] 32...Rd5! A dangerous 
square for the rook, with lots of 
tricks involving Ne7 to calculate. 
33.Nc3?! [33.Ba3 Bxf5 34.gxf5 
Rxf5 35.Nxc5 Rg5+ 36.Kfl was 
correct.] 33...Bxf5 34.gxf5 Rxf5 
35.Qa8+ Nf8 

The computer may prefer White, 
but I was very happy to reach this 
position as Black! 36.Ne4 Qa6! 

This covers all key squares, not 
only eliminating threats from the 
enemy queen, but also threatening 
a deadly infiltration at e2. 37.a4 
Qe2 38.Ba3 Qf3« 39.Kf1 Qxe3! 

The endgame has been calcu- 
lated. 
40.Qd5+ Rxd5 41.fxe3 Ne6 42.Ke2 
Bad! 43.Nxc5? 

A quick death, but the alterna- 
tive was prolonged suffering. And 
Izumakawa had almost exhausted 
his remaining hour. 43...Nxc5 
44.Bxc5 Rxc5 45.b4 g5! 46.Rd4 


Continued on page 30 
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Dear Editor, 


I enjoyed the summer issue, and especially appreci- 
ated the fact that you chose to print the piece by Hal Terrie 
on how OMOV died. Hal did a superb job recounting the 
events of the Orlando delegates meeting. The companion 
piece by Eric Schiller was also articulate, but it was an Op 
Ed piece, while Terrie's was good old fashioned journal- 
ism. 

The primary argument against OMOV raised by Mr. 
Schiller is that rich people will buy elections. I consider 
that a fear fantasy which is not grounded in reality. Other 
organizations use OMOV and there is little evidence in 
support of his conjectures. 

In my opinion, the Blue Ribbon Committee's propos- 
als represent electoral reform. Under the old system, it 
was possible for a state association officer to deny voting 
privileges to his or her enemies. Under the proposed new 
system, anyone can get a say simply by appealing directly 
to the state's USCF voters. 

However, there is a very real danger that people will 
not be motivated enough to run. If that turns out to be the 
case, then we will see the same old faces all over again, 
and the voting reforms will be prove illusory. If, however, 
people are motivated, they can go to clubs, and tourna- 
ments and campaign to be their state representative. They 
can hold debates, write to their state magazine and use 
1001 different techniques to garner attention and votes. 
If that is the case, then real reform could correctly be 
claimed to have occurred. 

Which will it be? How do I know? I will say this: any 
system we employ, will only be as good as the people who 
choose to get involved in it. 


Jim Eade 


To The Editor 


I noticed that Walter Shipman played in this weekend’s 
Labor Day CalChess tournament. I think it would be 
great if you could get him to contribute an annotated game 
or two from a recent tournement. Mr Shipman moved to 
the Bay Area from somewhere back East, perhaps about a 
year ago? It would be interesting to get his comments re- 
garding his impressions on the level of play in Northern 
California. And contrasting it with his view of how it was 
where he came from. 

I think it was 2 or 3 years ago that CCJ published an 
interview with a Russian emigre. He said that overall the 
players in our area were good, etc., but were more timid 
than the players back in Russia, who thrived on maniacal 
double-edged play. Getting Mr Shipman’s comments would 
be stimulating to many of us, I’m sure! 

Thanks for all your hard work on CCJ. I know it is not 
easy and it is appreciated! 


Jim Uren 


Editor: Thanks for your kind words and an excellent sug- 
gestion. 


LETTERS 10 me EDITOR 


Dear Sir, 


The Chess Association of Malawi is an Organisation 
which is vested with the duty of promoting chess in the 
country. Malawi is a country in the Southern Africa with 
an estimated population of 10 million. Currently the As. 
sociation can only boast of two chess clocks,five tounament 
size chess sets and two "Chess for children" books. 

Before affiliating to the world chess governing body 
{FIDE}, we felt that there was,and still is.need to concen- 
trate on the development of the game internally. But witp- 
out the necessary resources our hope of ever becoming a 
FIDE member may just as well fade away without being 
brought into effect. 

The Association is therefore appealing to individuals 
and organisations for donations of new or second hand 
Chess clocks,Chess sets {even those with some pieces miss- 
ing} and Chess books{even those with-missing pages}, 


The Postal Address of the Association is: 

The Chess Association of Malawi, 

P.O Box 5848, 

Limbe, 

Malawi,Africa. 

Attn,;Z.C Mkandawire{Vice Chairman CHAM} 


Editor: Seems like a good cause. Any contributions out 
there... 


Dear Mr. Fifield, January 16, 1998 


I was hoping I might have your assistance concerning 
two matters. My name is John Hilbert, and I write chess 
biographies and books on tournaments. 

I. I am finishing up a volume on New York 1940, the 
first USCF-run chess championship. I suspect it will be 
published this year, as a revised draft is already in the 
hands of my publisher. While I have been able to find de- 
tailed information concerning 15 of the 17 participants at 
that event, two have escaped me. The one I thought some- 
one in your area might know about is Philip Woliston. 

My records indicate Mr. Woliston was probably the 
youngest competitor at New York 1940, and so he may 
still be alive. I have reached the three remaining partici- 
pants known to be alive: Arnold Denker, George Shainswit, 
and Matthew Green—all have contributed to my book. All 
I really know about Mr. Woliston is that he had won the 
1940 California championship, and that his doing so was 
the basis of his being seeded into the finals at NY 1940. 
Also, I learned he lost a match to Steiner 5-2 between 
winning the state title, I suspect around January or Feb- 
ruary 1940, and playing at NY 1940 in April and May. 

Any information concerning Philip Woliston I can find 
would be greatly appreciated. Perhaps one of your readers 
knows someone who knew Mr. Woliston. 

2. In addition to the above, I am now working on a 
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biography. this one with Dale Brandreth, about Norman 
Tweed Whitaker (1890-1975). Whitaker, of course, had a 
very colorful life, both at the board and away from it. For 
instance, I know he was convicted in a California federal 
district court of interstate car theft under the Dyer Act, 
and that he did time starting in 1925 in a federal prison. 
He was apparently good friends with Stasch Mlotkowski 
(The spelling is uncertain), with whom he played both in 
Philadelphia and in California. Mlotkowski even testified 
athis 1924 trial. (I have the transcript.) In any event, what 
was hoping was that you might be willing to run a brief 
‘Request for Information" about Whitaker (and for that mat- 
ier, Mr. Woliston, should you be so inclined) in the Califor- 
nia Chess Journal seeking game scores, annecdotes, or 
personal stories concerning Whitaker. Whitaker remained 





active in chess until around 1974, so there may well be a 
few of your readers who actually remember meeting him 
or playing against him. Our desire is to present as full and 
as balanced an account of Whitaker as we can, including 
the good and the bad. 


I can be contacted at: 
John S. Hilbert 

140 Parkhurst Blvd 
Kenmore, NY 14223 
e-mail: jshchess@aol.com 


Thanks again for your help in this matter. 


Sincerely yours, John S. Hilbert 








Results 28th Annual Santa Clara County High School Chess Championships 
February 7- 8, 1998 | 
Lynbrook High School, San Jose, California 


Team Winners 


]st Place 
Bellarmine College Preparatory 
Winner of “John Marks Perpetual Trophy” 
Patrick Macaraeg 
Dave Brown 
Alex Chavez 
Ben Kavanaugh 
Robin Lindsay 
2nd Place 
Cupertino High School 
Yosen Lin 
Anthony Rosenvasser 
Dawnis Chow 
Phillip Snowberger 
Robert Young 
3rd Place Los Altos High School 
Alexander Lam 
Edward Yu 
Vitaly Vatkovskiy 
Ben Hsieh 
Ben Mlynash 


Br. E Senior 
Individual Champion 
Alexander Lam Los Altos High School 
4.5 points Junior 
Sophmore 
Freshrnen 





Individual champion 
Alexander Lam with Los Altos 
chess advisor Doug Bailey 
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The Championship Bellarmine College Prep team. 


Plaque Winners 


Kasparov (1st) Fischer (2nd) Waitzkin (3rd) 


Gary Torgersen James Cadatal Ricardo Mendoza 
Gunderson Independence Gunderson 
Justin Powell David Kieu David Lau 
Monta Vista Leigh Westmont 

Vadim Perelman Ernest Huang Eric England 
Monta Vista Lynbrook Lynbrook 


Robert Hennessy 
Bellarmine 


Radesh Thangellapalli 
Monta Vista 


Waylen Fong 
Archbishop Mitty 











The Crisis in the USCF 


An Interview with Tom and Carolyn 
by Riley Hughes 


I caught up with Carolyn 
Withgitt and Tom Dorsch at the 
1998 CalChess Winter Chess Festi- 
val to find out just what is involved 
in organizing and running a chess 
tournament. Carolyn was this 
event’s Chief TD with her husband 
Tom helping as co-director. Tom is 
also the USCF Treasurer, and he 
provides some interesting behind 
the scenes insights to the tourna- 
ment bidding process at the Na- 
tional level. 

Riley: Okay, I want to get a little 
background on you guys first. So 
where are you guys from? 
Carolyn: I'm from the bay 
area, I was born and raised 
on the peninsula. I grew up 
in Menlo Park. 

Tom: She's a west bay girl, 
I'm an east bay boy. I was 
born in Oakland and I grew 
up in Hayward. 

Riley: So you guys are mar- 
ried, right? 

Tom: Right. 

Carolyn: To each other. 
(Laughter) 

Riley: How did you meet? 
Was chess involved? 
Carolyn: Absolutely! We 
met at the Paul Masson 
chess tournament, which 
was held in Saratoga. A 
mutual friend of ours introduced us, 
and the rest is history! 

Riley: Could you give a brief syn- 
opsis of "What is CalChess’? 

Tom: CalChess is the official USCF 
affiliate state organization for north- 
ern California. In the USCF system, 
California is two separate states. 
And CalChess covers the northern 
California area. It is an organiza- 
tion of about 600 players who pay 
dues, get a magazine, and partici- 
pate in local chess activity. 

Riley: How did you both get in- 
volved with CalChess? Haven't you 
both held offices in the past? 


Tom: Yes, actually I founded 
CalChess in 1990. I became the 
president of what was at that time 
the Northern California Chess As- 
sociation. It had no magazine, no 
members, no activity. We were fifti- 
eth on the USCF most active list of 
states. In other words nothing was 
going on, so I thought if we have to 
revive things, we have to revive it. 
So I started a magazine, I started 
signing up members, started orga- 
nizing tournaments, and gradually 
built it up to over 800 members. In 
1990 we were the last state on the 
most active list but by 1991 we were 
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Cal Chess co-founder Carolyn Withgitt and cur- 
rent Cal Chess President Richard Koepcke atthe çg} epke, and he is Cal 
MLK TD table. 


number one! 

Riley: (To Carolyn) So how did you 
get involved? 

Carolyn: Well, we got involved si- 
multaneously. What really hap- 
pened is that we wanted to play 
chess on the Labor Day weekend, 
and there was no chess tournament 
in northern California. There was 
no state championship in 1989 or 
1990. We ended up driving all the 
way to Commerce, California, in 
southern California, and we're play- 
ing chess at some hotel alongside 
Highway 5. You know, it was a very 
long trip driving and a long trip 


back, and 
along the 
way back 
we are say- 
ing ‘What 
are we do- 
ing, why 
are we driv- 
ing all the 
way to 
southern 
California 
to play 
KRESS Le 
Why isn’t 
there chess 
in northern California?’ and that’s 
when we decided to make it happen, 
If they don’t have it, well make it 
happen, so we started organizing 
chess tournaments and building the 
state organization. 
Riley: Well this tournament is an 
official CalChess tournament. 
Tom: When I was Presi- 
dent of CalChess, all the 
tournaments Were 
CalChess tournaments. 
When I left the presidency, 
I ran CalChess tourna- 
ments as a separate orga- 
nization. But there is such 
a close connection, we give 
$ the huge discount for 
- CalChess membership 
= and we sign them up for 
= the USCF, that it might as 
9 well be an affiliate tourna- 
a™ ment. Actually this one we 
are partners with Richard 





Cal Chess 
and USCF Treasuer 
Tom Dorsch 


Chess President, so it is an 
official CalChess tournament. 
Riley: Now you left CalChess and 
went on to the National level. Tell 
me about that, what office do you 
hold and how did you get into that? 
Tom: You know, the things that 
motivate you politically are usually 
the negative things? 

Riley: Right. 

Tom: As Carolyn pointed out, we 
had to drive to southern California 
to play on Labor Day in 1990 and 
that made us mad so we organized 
northern California events. Thenin 
1994 there was a National Elemen- 
tary held in San Jose, and the ac- 
counting was so sloppy in that, that 
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[wound up investigating some of the 
üinances and got involved in the is- 
sues. I became a critic there and 
wound up running for Treasurer of 
the USCF in 1996. 

Riley: And won? 

Tom: Yes. and won. 

Riley: And so that is the office you 
hold today? 


Tom: Yes. 
Carolyn: He ran as the reform can- 


didate to sort of clean up the orga- 
nization and to shed light on the 
things going on. A lot of people sup- 
ported him for that. 

Riley; So then the delegates vote 
for you, is that how it works? 

Tom: Yes, the voting members they 
call it. 

Riley: Now 1 want to find out what 
it takes to run a tournament like 
this. So first of all, let's get some 
background on this tournament 
now that it's over. How many play- 
ers signed up? 

Carolpn: I think we had over 200 
entries, about 235. 

Riley; What were you expecting? 
(Note: Richard Koepcke walks up.) 
Tom: Richard told us that if we had 
more than 180 we were going to 
have to play in the parking lot, so 
that was kind of what we were aim- 
ing for. 

Richard: Yes that's right, we set up 
the room on the expectation that 
150 to 180 would show up. 

Riley: So you got a fabulous turn- 
out? 

All: Yes. 

Carolyn: Exceeded our expecta- 
tions. (Note: Carolyn is called away 
at this point to award the last tro- 
phy, and Richard accompanies her). 
Riley: How did you choose the 
date? 

Tom: Well the best dates are three 
day weekends. When we originally 
started there were some correlation 
between the cost of our playing 
space, and the amount of room 
nights that we can get. And if you 
have a three day tournament you 
get more room nights and that low- 
ers the cost. So we tried to aim for 
athree day weekend. Unfortunately 
there aren’t that many great three 
day weekends and the two best 
ones, Memorial Day and Thanksgiv- 


ing, are already preempted by Jim 
Hurt. (Note: Jim Hurt organizes the 
LERA tournaments held at 
Lockheed Martin in Sunnyvale). 
And then we had Labor Day is our 
traditional State Championship 
weekend. Thats the first one we 
took. President's weekend is already 
taken by the Peoples Tournament 
in Berkeley, so we had to invent a 
new three day weekend. Martin 
Luther King Jr. weekend, which is 
this weekend, it has never been used 
before in northern California. Never 
existed before as a holiday until 
about a decade ago, and it’s still not 
in a lot of union contracts, so it’s 
not one of the big three day week- 
ends, but it’s worked okay for us. 
Riley: I have heard of a tournament 
clearinghouse. Is that is what's 
used to find out if there are other 
tournaments being run? 

Tom: USCF establishes a tourna- 
ment clearinghouse system to avoid 
conflicts. I can register with the 
clearinghouse, and then if anybody 
else calls up and says Tm going to 
hold a tournament in January’ they 
say ‘No, no, Dorsch already has that 
weekend in Union City’. 

Riley: How did you choose this site, 
the Ramada? 

Tom: We went to all the hotels and 
looked for cheap rates, and this was 
the best deal we could get. We used 
to hold it in San Mateo at Quality 
Villa, but they announced they were 
going to close their hotel and turn 
it in to a retirement community, so 
we had to look for an alternative site 
and we found this one. 

Riley: How do you estimate entries’? 
Tom: It’s strictly guess work. You 
can use past history as a precedent, 
but for a lot of these tournaments 
that haven’t been run for too many 
years, you are really guessing. And 
that makes it very difficult, you 
know, because you have got to cal- 
culate your prize fund. In this case 
it’s $8,000 guaranteed. 

Riley: So all the prizes were guar- 
anteed that were published in Chess 
Life? 

Tom: Thats right. If we don't get 
enough players, we are out $8,000 
plus our hotel costs of a couple of 
thousand dollars. So then you fig- 


ure $8,000 for the prize fund, a 
couple thousand for the hotel, an- 
other $1,000 for publicity, mailings, 
flyers, tournament life announce- 
ments, rating fees. So we are look- 
ing atan expense budget of about 
eleven or twelve thousand. Then we 
have to sit down and figure out how 
many entries at what entry fee is 
going to generate enough income to 
cover our expenses. 

Riley: I noticed you were using 
computers for pairings. How do you 
set this up? Do you get some soft- 
ware? 

Tom: Somebody named Thad Suits 
wrote a software program called 
Swis Sys, and it does the pairings 
automatically. Believe me we will 
never go back to manual pairings. 
It's a funny psychological thing. You 
and I can write pairings perfect. 
Somebody will go look at them and 
theyll complain to us, you know, 
three blacks (three times with the 
black pieces). Somehow or the other 
if you put up machine printed pair- 
ings that were made by a machine 
they never question it. It's the au- 
thority of that silicon chip. 

Riley: This is a large tournament, 
and you even had reentries for $50, 
and the software is able to handle 
the reentries and not rematch 
people? 

Tom: No problem, we just put them 
back in. They have a feature called 
the team feature that you can use 
to prevent people from playing other 
people. If you get two members of 
the same family for in the same 
class, you can make them members 
of the same team and the machine 
will automatically avoid pairing 
them. Of course in the last round 
you can't do anything about it. If 
the reentry has five and the guy he 
already played before has five, it is 
a forced pairing and they got to play 
in the last round. But in the earlier 
rounds if we can avoid pairing them 
we do. 

Riley: There are quite a few assis- 
tants that are needed. How many 
assistants do you have? Who were 
they? 

Tom: Well we have me, but I was 
gone Saturday and Sunday. 
Carolyn is the key person, Richard 
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Koepcke is a key person, and David 
Gross does a super job on the pair- 
ings and the work with the com- 
puter. And we have a lot of help, part 
time help here, Don Shennum gave 
us some help, some of the others, 
Elizabeth Karnezes has helped in 
some ways, Joan Arbil, she was a 
director. 

Riley: How do you find out how 
many are needed? 

Tom: Experience. Just based on 
experience. We usually try to have 
at least one director for every 60 
people. 

Riley: Are they paid? 

Tom: Yes. We can't pay them what 
they are worth, but we pay them 
what we can afford. You got to give 
them something. 

Riley: The prize fund distribution, 
how do you figure out the percent- 
age of the prize fund that gets dis- 
tributed, especially in this case 
where you have extra entries? 
Tom: In a guaranteed prize fund 
situation, you give a 100 percent. 
Always. Ifit's a based on, what they 
call a based on prize fund, which is 
the kind thats common in places 
like LERA. Jim Hurt uses the based 
on, he bases on 160. If he gets 180, 
then he increases. If he gets 140, 
then he decreases. 

Riley: So then you guys incur all 
the risk of not enough entries, and 
then you get the goodness of extra 
entries. 

Tom: Right. If we make a few 
bucks, it compensates for a loss 
later on. 

Riley: Now you guys are official 
tournament directors. Is there some 
sort of certification needed? 

Tom: USCF has a certification pro- 
cedure. We take tests at various lev- 
els, and you get various levels of 
certification. Mostly in northern 
California, we just base it on expe- 
rience because the most experienced 
directors in the country are from 
northern California. The ones who 
setup the whole certification pro- 
cess, like George Koltanowski, who 
has directed more national events 
than anybody else, he's trained me 
and he's trained Carolyn, we've all 
worked with him and for him. And 
Martin Morrison is an institution, 
who wrote the original test for tour- 


nament director certification in 
northern California. "We've all 
worked with him. 

Riley: You've mentioned some of 
the costs. There is USCF. What are 
kind of costs do they... 

Tom: We have to pay to have games 
rated. We have to pay for the ads in 
Chess Life, in the magazine. And 
we have to buy some supplies, we 
need score sheets, pairing sheets, 
things like that. 

Riley: How about other expenses, 
like insurance, do you have to carry 
some sort of insurance? 

Tom: No, we don’t have to pay in- 
surance. The hotels usually have 
their own insurance, that’s included 
in hotel costs. 

Riley: Sometimes in tournaments 
there is suspected, or complaints of 
sandbagging. How do you deal with 
that? I notice that in the tourna- 
ment announcement you say some- 
thing about tournament 
discretion, CCA ratings? 

Tom: Well, Bill Goichberg main- 
tains that because he runs the tour- 
naments with the largest class 
prizes that sandbagging is more of 
an immediate concern for him than 
for any other organizer. So he main- 
tains a separate list of players who 
have performed far above their pub- 
lished ratings, and establishes a 
CCA minimum. That’s his organi- 
zation, the Continental Chess Asso- 
ciation, and publishes a list three 
times a year in Chess Life, of people 
who have CCA minimums. We use 
those lists in our discretion where 
they're appropriate. If a player 
comes in with a low USCF rating but 
he has a CCA minimum that is 
much higher, we use the CCA mini- 
mum. Under a new USCF rule, any- 
body who wins a $1,000 in a class 
automatically advances to the mini- 
mum rating of the next class. Some 
foreign players that are sometimes 
very, very strong, very, very experi- 
enced players, but they have no 
USCF rating. In fairness to them 
and in fairness to the other players 
we have to try to place them in a 
place where they are competitive 
and accurately rated, not highly 
underrated. That is where the 
director’s discretion comes in. We 
try the best we can to identify those 


people and give them a fair ratin 
based on their ability, not on their 
published rating. 

Riley: Is there any politics involved 
in putting on a chess tournamen}? 
Tom: No, I don't think so. Not in 
northern California, because we 
have a good cooperative atmosphere 
in northern California. The bidding 
process for national tournaments 
can become highly politicized. Be. 
cause some of the tournaments are 
very lucrative, for example the Na- 
tional Elementary, where you get 
1500 kids and you don't give out any 
cash prizes. That can be a very prof- 
itable type of event, and they're very 
popular and much sought after. 
And the politics involved in having 
several different people simulta- 
neously bidding for the same tour- 
nament. Sometimes the objective 
criteria are very close, and it comes 
down to politics, who gets awarded 
the bid. 

Riley: Is that politics on the re- 
gional level or the national level, for 
those tournaments? 

Tom: National. At the regional level, 
it's not a political decision. We only 
have a few large weekends, and we 
split them up, based mostly on his- 
tory and tradition. And those week- 
ends are pretty sacrosanct. Any 
other weekends, you know, there's 
enough of them that have no tour- 
naments that there really is no prob- 
lem finding two day weekends. Like 
I say, the only one's in short supply 
are the three day weekends. 
Riley: Do you have a good story 
about this tournament that you can 
think of? 

Tom: Carolyn, I bet, does. Whered 
she go? She told me one. Oh, you 
know what, there is one good story. 
The guy who was winning the ex- 
pert section, and was paired on 
board one, didn't show up last night. 
We called him, you know, ‘Why 
didn’t you come’? He says ‘It was 
raining so hard that I tried to drive 
through Berkeley, and the rain was 
so steep that I came back’. So he 
forfeited on board one, he was a sure 
thing to win the expert section, but 
he didn’t want to drive in the rain! 
Riley: Well, thank you very much 
Tom. a 
Tom: It was a pleasure Riley. € 
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"18TH ANNUAL SAN JOAQUIN CHAMPIONSHIP" Chess Tournament 
$3,000+ Prize fund & "30" Grand Prix points !!! 
2 Sections: "OPEN" (to all) & RESERVE (under 1600) Sections 
WHEN: SATURDAY & SUNDAY, MAY 16 & 17, 1998 


WHERE: ST. AGNES MEDICAL CENTER, WEST WING, EDUCATION ROOMS: 
A&B. 1303 E. HERNDON AVE. FRESNO, CA 93720 
(Near Herndon & Millbrook) 


TYPE: 5 ROUND SWISS Sections: OPEN (open to all) 
RESERVE (restricted to under 1600) 


ROUNDS: SATURDAY (5/16); #1= 9:45am, #2= 2:00pm, #3= 6:00pm 
SUNDAY (5/17); #4= 9:00am, #5= 2:00pm. 


. TIME 
; CONTROL: ROUNDS 1-3 (Saturday) Game/90 minutes 


ROUNDS 4 & 5 (Sunday) Game/2 hours 


OSES ekle deck doloe dolo III IIIT II TIT TTT TAIT AIT AIT TIE ES 
'|IPRIZE MONEY IN TOP SECTIONS GUARANTEED. CLASS PRIZES BASED ON MINIMUM 
‘lor "7" ENTRIES PER SECTION. 


Our BIGGEST PRIZE Fund Ever 


- OPEN SECTION - FIRST PLACE SECOND PLACE THIRD PLACE 
MASTER (OVERALL CHAMPION) $600 & PLAQUE $400 $200 
EXPERT (2000-2199) $150 & PLAQUE $75 

A CLASS (1800-1999) $150 & PLAQUE $75 

UNDER 1800 RATING: $150 & PLAQUE $75 

UNRATED(NO PUBLISHED RATING) $100 & PLAQUE $50 

- RESERVE SECTION - («x 1600) FIRST PLACE SECOND PLACE 

RESERVE CHAMPION $200 & PLAQUE $100 

C CLASS (1400-1599) $130 & PLAQUE $60 

D CLASS (1200-1399) $130 & PLAQUE $60 

E CLASS (1000-1199) $120 & PLAQUE $50 

UNDER 1000 RATING: (F-J CLASS) $120 & PLAQUE $50 


UNRATED (NO PUBLISHED RATING) PLAQUE & BOOK (CHESS BOOK PRIZES) 
kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk 
NO SMOKING OR ALCOHOL, NO COMPUTERS -- WHEEL CHAIR ACCESS PROVIDED. 

In the case of a tie, prize money will be split evenly. Plaque would be 
awarded to the person with the "highest average" rating of opponent. 
Special $25 cash prize awarded to the person with the highest point 
difference upset win in both OPEN & RESERVE sections. . All.players 16 
years arid under who complete all rounds without winning a money prize 
will receive a special chess book prize. This USCF rated tournament is 
sponsored by the "FRESNO CHESS CLUB". TE: ENTRIES NO OSTMARKE 
TUESDAY 12 MAY 1998 WILL BE SUBJECT TO A $5 LATE FEE. 

ENTRY INFO: At site registration is from 8:15am - 9:15am, 5-16-98. 
Make checks payable to: "Fresno Chess Club" and mail to: Fresno Chess 
lub 9 Dennis M. Wajcku 924 Linois Ave esno . 
3566. $3 off entry fee to all CalChess members!!  QPEN: $43, Women and 

Juniors $33. RESERVE: (« 1600) $33, Women & Juniors $23. 

entry fee add $5, All players must be current members of the United 
States Chess Federation (USCF). Chief Tournament Director: Allan H. 
Fifield of Visalia, CA. i atj all: - : 
Des e UE O T H E R Burr “pe Ee [rus opem 
HIE EHE E EH EHE HE HH EE E E E E FE EHE HEEEEEHEEEEEHEHHEHEEFEFEFE 
18th Annual San Joaquin Championship (May 16 & 17) Clip & return!! 
Name: Regular ^ Woman . Junior 
Address: Zip: 
CalChess:? _ USCF ID# Exp date: _ Phone #( ) 





Rating: I request § point bye in round number 
Entry fee:$ USCF dues:$ 


*Friday Browne Simul: $ 











*Grandmaster Walter S. Browne will be giving a simultaneous exhibition On 


Friday evening May 15. A 1/2 hour lecture will take place prior to the 
simul. Cost $24, ($22 Women, Junior). Space is limited to 30 boards 
max. We suggest you reserve your boar - The Lecture & exhibition 
(located in Rooms "C & D" near the tourney site) begin approx 7:20pm, 
5/15/98. The Lecture is free to those with board reservations, Others 
$91 each. Enter on reverse reservation form. Please bring your chess set 
(& clock) to the exhibition and tournament. 


Discounted chess equipment will be on sale at the tourney site !!! 


The USCF Tournament Directors in this tournament try very hard to 
maintain ideal OTB (over the board) playing conditions in the large 


tournament room. "YOU" can help by remembering that any analysis 
casual chess, blitz chess, e is not allowed in the tournament are 


while any rated game is still in progress. There is plenty of room for 
skittles and analysis on outdoor tables or in the cafeteria. 
We very much appreciate your cooperation. THANK YOU !! 


LFFFEFEEEEEHEEEEEEEHEEFEFEEFHEEEFHEFEHEHAAFEFEFAFA FF 4444444444444444444444 

Motel Info: (there are many other Motels and Inns in the Fresno area!) 
TRAVELER'S INN: phone (209) 431-3557; 6730 N. Blackstone Ave in Fresno. 
1 person $42.93, 2 people $50.84, 3 people $55.36 and 4 people $59.88. 


DAYS INN: phone (209) 222-5641; 4061 N. Blackstone (near Ashland) in 
Fresno. 2 people $52.00. 


CHATEAU INN: phone (209) 456-1418; 5113 E. McKinley Ave. Fresno (near 
the airport). Weekend rate is $68.93 (1 King or 2 double beds). 
Td RHFRERR RBPRPEPRERR | PERPRR RP B BERE BRPERBRPRRÀABPRPPRRÀEb RR EBHR RR ERPR RERPRPR RAPERE P PRRPRPRHRP RP 4 HÀ 4 V , 4 B Mx€MÀ Ó B À 3 4 4-44 


Directions to playing site: Mm un" 
: From Hwy 99 take the Herndon Avenue exit ( it will cross 


back over the freeway, run parallel briefly); then turn left/East at the 
signal light; you will travel East on Herndon for several miles. After you 
cross Blackstone Avenue the next light will be Fresno Street. The next 


— - = ^e. 


light is First Street, make a right hand turn on First Street and £urn ]eft | 
at the first light you come to (Warner Ave.) follow this about 3 tenths of 


a mile directly to the parking lot of the West wing of the hospitali. 


From the South: Take Hwy 99 North until you approach the Fresno city linits 


and have just passed the Jensen turn off; stay to the right and take the 


Freeway 41 (Yosemite National Park) exit. Continue traveling North for | 


approx 7 miles. You will pass Ashland, Shaw and Bullard exits before coming 


to the Herndon exit. Take the Herndon exit and turn right (East). Follow | 


the directions above (from the North) after crossing Blackstone Avenue to 
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5th Annual Fresno 


| County Championship 


by ) 
Dennis Wajckus 


| 64 players took part in this 
vear's Fifth Annual Fresno County 
| Championship played November 22 
| & 23, 1997. This was the first time 
that we tried a split format with an 
| Open and a Reserve section. The 
| result of this experiment appeared 
to be a complete success. 
| The winners in the Open section 
| were Artak Akopian and GM Walter 

Browne tied for lst with 4 1/2 
| points each. Artak won the Cham- 

pionship plaque on tie breaks. Artak 

has won this event 4 out of the 5 

times it has been held!! 1st Expert 

was Ven Makiling with a score of 3 
| |/2and 1st A was Christ Black with 
(  4pts. Taking 1st in the under 1800 
' section was Fresno Chess Club 
President Andy Swanson with 3 
pts. Some of you may not know that 
Andy is the expert wood worker who 
| makes the beautiful custom made 

paques "at cost" the Fresno tour- 
| naments.| Taking lst in the Un- 
rated section for the Open section 
was Scott Arndt. With 2 1/2 pts. 
Mike Honchell won the upset prize 
inthe Open section. 

In the Reserve (under 1600) 
section David George took first place 
and Reserve Champion plaque on tie 
breaks with 4 pts. 1st "C" was 
Oscar Cabantac with 4 pts and Terry 
Butler was also lst in the “D” sec- 
tion with 4 pts. Other winners with 
4pts were David McDaniel and Don 
Forgie. RobertWyatt took 1st in the 
"E" section with. 3 1/2 pts and 
lst Unrated (in the Reserve) went 
to Jack Samarjian with 3 1/2 pts. 
Patrick Wilburn, who won a knight 
& pawns versus bishop & pawns 
endgame battle with Dennis 
Wajckus (Fresno Chess Club trea- 
surer) took the upset prize in the 
Reserve section. 

Speaking of “Treasurer”, we 
were most pleased that USCF Trea- 
surer Tom Dorsch played in our 
event. Tom was recognized for his 
fine job as USCF treasurer by Se- 
nior Director Allan Fifield. As ex- 
pected, Allan did a great job direct- 
ing this event. Allan was given fine 
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In Fresno, Bonnie Yost plays, directs, 
coaches and bakes cookies. 


support by assistant TD's Bonnie 
Yost and Marian L. Wajckus. The 
Yost family also made significant 
contributions to our *goodie table" 
for which we were all most grateful. 
We also wish to again thank St. 
Agnes Medical Center for the use of 
their fine facility during our chess 
events!! 

On friday night (11/21) GM 
Walter Browne thrilled 23 of us (and 
others who came and watched) ina 
Simultaneous Exhibition. Walter 
ended up giving up only two draws 
to Chris Pascal and Dino Bonaldi, 
and won against the other 21 play- 
ers. All who played were given a 
WBCA magazine and 
tournament bulletin by Walter. 
Those that got a draw received ad- 
ditional tourney bulletins from GM 
Walter Browne. We hope that Walter 
will return for another exhibition so 
more of our local players will get an 
opportunity to play some one of his 
chess stature. 

The Fresno Chess Club invites 
all of you to make plans to play in 
our next major rated event which 
promises to be bigger than ever. The 
18th annual “San Joaquin Cham- 
pionship” to be held May 16 & 17, 
1998 with similar format to this 
event but with “30” Grand Prix 
points and more prize money than 
ever before! Watch for flyers and 
the ad in the TLA section of Chess 
Life. 

The one day Fresno Spring 
Quad will be held on April 18, 1998, 
and is a great "tune up" for our two 
day event. Questions? Call (209) 
252-4484. Dennis M. Wajckus, 
Fresno Club Treasurer &&2 
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Games of the 5th Fresno 


County Championship 
Selected by Allan Fifield 


Devin Jardenil (1722) 
Tom Dorsch (2200) 
Round 1 
Kings Indian 

1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 g6 3.c4 Bg7 4.Nc3 
O-O 5.g3 c5 6.d5 a6 7.a4 d6 8.Bg2 
e6 9.0-O exd5 10.Nxd5 Nxd5 
11.cxd5 Bg4 12.h3 Bf5 13.Nd2 b6 
14.e4 Bc8 15.Rb1 b5 16.b4? (Al- 
lows a mighty passed pawn) c4 
17.Nf3 Nd7 18.Be3 Re8 19.Nd4 
Qc7 20.axb5 Bxd4 21.Bxd4 axb5 
22.Qc2 Ne5 23.Bxe5 Rxe5 (Re- 
placement!) 24.f4 Re7 25.g4 Ra3 
26.Rf3 Qa7+ 27.Kh2 Ra2 28.Rb2 
Ral 29.Rb1 Rxbl 30.Qxb1 Qd4 
31.Ra3 

Guess Black’s next move! Hint: 
Where rooks belong... 
31... Re7 32.Qc2 c3 (Exhibiting a 
Lust to Expand) 33.Rb3 f5 34.gxf5 
gxf5 35.Rb1 Qe3 36.Rfl Rc4 
37.Rf3 Qd2 38.Rf2 Qd4 39.exf5 
Rxb4 40. Qe2 Kf8 

The king is a great warrior in his 
own defense. 
41. Bhl Rb2 0-1 


Tim Grover (1092) 
Brad Wilburn (1528) 
Round 1 
Giuoco Piano 

Tim hits some heavy blows in 
the middle game but let’s his win 
slip away with shakey endgame 
play. Good endgame technique is 
needed for a knock-out punch. 
1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Bc5 4.c3 
d6?! 

A little too quiet; 5.Nf6 offers 
more excitement. 
5.d4 exd4 6.cxd4 Bb6 7.0-O Bg4 
8.d5? 

White blocks his own bishop on 
c4 with his own d pawn while the 
formerly bad black bishop on b6 
glances with hunger at f2. 8.Be3 
supporting the d pawn might be the 
ticket. 

Ne5! 9.Nbd2 Bxf3 

Bad replacement: Black effec- 
tively trades his powerful bishop on 
g4 for the poor white knight on d2. 
10.Nxf3 Nxc4?! 

Another questionable trade of a 
great knight for a bad bishop 
11.Qa4+ Qd7 12.Qxc4 f6 13.Nd4 








O-O-O? 

Right into it! 
14.Be3 Bxd4 
16.Rac1?! 

Wrong rook: Rfc1 leaves the other 
rook able to support the a pawn 
Ne7 17.a4 a5 18.Qxb6! 

Pow! Bam! Whomp! Pow-Pow! 
Black is seeing stars and his knees 
are wobblely. 
co 19.Q0xa5 Qb7 20.b4 Kd7 
21.bxc5 Ke8 22.Qb5+?! 

22.c6! with a protected passed 
pawn on the sixth with lots of heavy 
artillery floating around the enemy 
king has just gotta be a quick win. 
It’s still won after 25.Qb5+ but Tim 
will toss away numerous winning 
chances in the remaining moves. 
22...Q@xb5 23.axb5 dxc5 24.Bxc5 
Rd7 25.d6 Nc8 26.Ral Kf7 27.Ra8 
Rhd8 28.Rd1 Ke6 29.b6 Rb7 
30.g3 Kd7 31.Kg2 Nxb6 32.Rxd8+ 
Kxd8 33.Bxb6+ Rxb6 34.f4 Kd7 
35.Kh3? 

35.Kf3! keeps the black rook 
away from the e file. 
35....Rb236.e5 fxe5 37.fxe5 Re2 
38.Rfl Rxe5 39.Rf7+ Kxd6 
40.Rxg7 Rh5+ 41.Kg2 Ke6 42.94 
Kf6 43.Ra7 Rg5 44.Kg3 h5 45.h3 
hxg4 46.hxg4 Re5 47.Ra3 Kg5 
48.Rf3 Rd5 49.Rf4 Rd3+ 50.Rf3 
Rd5 1/2-1/2 


15.Qxd4 b6 


Tim Roth (2203) 
Alfred Abraham (1752) 
Round 1 
Larsen-Roth Opening 
1.b3 d5 2.e3 Nf6 3.Bb2 
Unfashionable but Dr. Roth’s fa- 
vorite. 
3.... hBf5 4.Nf3 Nbd7 5.d3 c6 6.h3 
Fred Reinfeld rattles, groans 
and moans from his grave. 
6... Qc7 7.Nh4 Bg6 8.Nd2 e5 9.g3 
Bh5 10.g4 Bg6 11.Bg2 Be7 12.9e2 
Ng8 13.Nxg6 hxg6 14.c4 dxc4 
15.dxc4 Bf6 16.0-O-O O-O-O 
17.Kb1 Nc5 18.b4 Nd3 19.Bc3 Bh4 
20.Ne4 f5 21.Rxd3 Rxd3 22.Qxd3 
fxe4 23.Bxe4 Bxf2 24.Rfl Bh4 
25.Rf8+ Bd8 26.Bxg6 1-0 


Dennis Wajckus (1528) 
Patrick Wilburn (1067) 
Round 1 
Grobs Folly 

A 453 point upset in the first 
round of the reserve! 
1 g4?! e5 2.Bg2 Bc5 3.h3 d5 4.d3 
Be6 5.Nf3 Nc6 6.Bg5 f6 7.Bh4 


Nge7 8.Nc3 Ng6 9.Bg3 Qd7 10.e3 
O-O 

By making almost any 
reaonable set of developing moves 
black has a fine game against the 
Grob's. 
11.a3 Qd6 12.Qd2 Rab8 13.b4 Bb6 
14.Na4 d4 15.Nxb6 dxe3 16.fxe3 
cxb6 17.0-O Rbc8 18.Racl Rfd8 
19.Rfd1 Qd7 

Black calls the tune and White 
dances. 
20.Qf2 f5 21.gxf5 Bxf5 22.Kh2 
Rf8 23.e4 Be6 24.Qe3 Nf4 25.Bxf4 
Rxf4 26.Ng5 Nd4 27.Nxe6 Qxe6 
28.c4 

28.c3 to evict the d4 knight 
seems better. 
Qe8 29.Rf1 Rxfl 30.Rxf1l Qa4 
31.Qf2 Qe8 32.b5 

White's postion is improving but 
the black d4 knight retains the 
advantage over whites bad bishop 
in any reasonable endgame. 
32... Qe7 33.a4 a6 34.Kg1 Rf8 
35.Qxf8+ Qxf8 36.Rxf8+ Kxf8 
37.Kf2 Ke7 38.h4 Kd7 39.Bh3+ 
Kc7 40.Bg4 g6 41.Bd1 Kd6 
42.Ke3 h5 43.Kf2 Kc5 44.Ke3 Kb4 
45.Kd2 Ne6 46.Ke3 Kc3 47.Be2 
Nc5 48.bxa6 bxa6 49.Bfl Nxa4 
50.Be2 b5 51.cxb5 axb5 52.Kf2 b4 
53.Bd1 b3 54.d4 Kxd4??! 

Apparently missing the instant 
win of 53....b2 but both players were 
in a desperate time scramble (and 
the scoresheets are a little doubtful 
around here) 
55.Bxb3 Nc5 56.Bd5 Nxe4+ 
57.Bxe4 Kxe4 58.Ke2 Kf4 0-1 


Keith Yost (1622) 
Edison May (1867) 
Round 1 
Ruy Lopez 
1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4! 
A change as Keith normally 
plays the exchange vaiation! 
4.... Nf6 5.0-O b5 6.Bb3 Bc5 7.c3 
d6 8.d4 exd4 9.cxd4 Bb6 
I like white! 
10.Bg5 h6 11.Bxf6 Qxf6 12.e5 
dxe5 13.dxe5 Qe7 14.Nc3 Be6 
15.Bd5 O-O-O 16.Bxe6-« Qxe6 
17.Qe2 Rhe8 18.a4! Nxe5? 
18...b4 to try to keep the ‘a’ file 
closed seems to be required 
19.axb5 Nxf3+ 20.Qxf3 axb5 
21.Ra8+ 
Bomber rooks rain death from 


the sky. 


21...Kd7 22.Rxd8+ Rxd8 


23.Nxb5 Ke8 24.Qc3 c6 25.Re] 
Rdl 26.Qxc6+! 

Very pretty as two white Pieces 
(the queen and the rook) float in the 
air en prise but uncapturable! 
26...Kf8 27.Qxe6 fxe6 28.Rxd] 
and white won in 57 moves. 


Tom Dorsch (2200) 
Keith Yost (1622) 
Round 2 
Caro-Kann Panov Attack 
1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.exd5 cxd5 4.04 
e6 5.Nc3 Nf6 6.Nf3 Be7 7.Bg5 Q. 
O 8.Be2 Nbd7 9.0-O b6 10.Ne5 
Bb7 11.Bf3 Rb8? 12.Bf4 Rc8? 

I'm not sure which rook move is 
wrong at move 11 and 12 but they 
both can't be right. Tom's play is 
powerful from this point on. 
13.Rel Ba8 14.Qa4 dxc4 15.Bxa8 
Rxa8 16.Nc6 Qe8 17.d5! 

A master class move as black's 
pieces are thrown into confusion due 
to lost tempo on moves 11 and 12. 
17...Nc5 18.Qxc4 KhS 19.Nxe7 
Qxe7 20.b4 Nb7 

This knight has been driven 
back almost by force to a square 
from which it will be lost. 
21.dxe6 fxe6 22.Rxe6 Qf7 23.Qe2 
Rfe8 24.Rxe8+ Rxe8 25.Qd2 Qc4 
26.a3 Rd8 27.Qc1 Rd3 28.Ne2 
Qxc1- 29.Rxc1 h6 30.g3 Nd5 31.Be5 
Rxa3 32.Rc84 Kh7 33.Rb8 Nc5 

33...Na5 is marginally better but 
just a different way to lose. 
34.bxc5 bxc5 35.Rb7 Kg6 36.Nf4+ 
Nxf4 37.Bxf4 c4 38.Rc7 Ra4 
39.Be5 a5 40.g4 Kg5 41.Rxg7+ 
Kh4 42.Kg2 1-0 (It’s mate next 
move) 


Ursula Foster (1636) 
Edison May (1867) 
Round 2 
Colle System 
1.d4 d5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.e3 g6 4.Bd3 
Bg7 5.c3 O-O 6.Nbd2 Nbd7 7.e4!? 

This thematic break is stron- 
ger if preceeded by 0-0 
7...dxe4 8.Nxe4 Nxe4 9.Bxe4 Nf6 
10.Bd3 Bg4 11.h3 Be6 12.9c2 
Bd5 13. Be3 Bxf3 14.gxf3 a5 
15.h4 Re8 16.0-O-O Qd5 17.b3 
Qd6 18.Rdgl1 Red8 19.h5 c5 
20.hxg6 cxd4 21.gxf7+ Kxf7 
22.Bc4+ Kf8 23.Bxd4 Qf4- 
24.Be3 Qxf3 25.Rxh7 Nxh7 
26.Qxh7 Qf6??? 

In his misery, black decides 
(unintentionally) to end it all. 


——————————————————————————— — 
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37. Qg8* mate 
Chris Pascal (1228) 
Terry Butler (1391) 
Round 3 
Philidor Defense 

1.e4 eb 2.Nf3 d6 

Back in style 
3.d4 exd4 4.Nxd4 Bd7 5. Nc3 Nc6 
6. Be3 Nf6 7. Bd3 

Bc4 aiming at f7 seems to be 
more in the spirit of things. 
7....Be7 8. O-O Ng4 9.Nxc6 Nxe3 
10.9f3 Bxc6 11.Qxe3 Bf6 12.Qd2 
0-0 13.Rfel Bd4 14.Rabl Qf6 
15.Nd1 Rfe8 16.c3 Bb6 17.b4? 

Weakens the c3 pawn and... 
17... a6 18.Kh1? 

_.then throws away a tempo to 
bury his own king 
.Re7 19.Ne3 Bxe3 20.Qxe3 Qxc3 
21.e5 Qxe5 22.Qd2 Of6 23.a3 
Rae8 24 Kgl 

Honey, I’m home! 
94,...Re5 25.f4 Rxel+ 26.Rxel 
Rxel+ 27.Qxel Qxf4 28.b5 Qd4+ 
99.Kh1 axb5 30.Bc2 g6 31.h3 Qe5 
32.Qb1 Qe2 0-1 


David Chung (unr) 
Tim Grover (1092) 
Round 4 
Center Game 

David Chung is a young elemen- 
tary player from the city of Tulare. 
David has had no formal chess in- 
struction but he is a gifted natural 
player with a ‘clean’ style. 
le4 e5 2.d4 exd4 3.Qxd4 Nc6 
4.Qe3!? 

Blocks the queen bishop; White 
has the first move so this may be 
playable. Qd1 is a safe but dull al- 
ternative 
4...Nf6 5.Be2 Be7 6.c4 O-O 7.e5?! 

A little risky with his king not 
castled. 

Bb4- 8.Bd2 Bxd2+ 9.Nxd2 Ne8 
10.Ngf3 d6 11.0-O! 

In the nick of time! 

11... dxe5 12.Ne4 Bg4 13.Radl 
Nd4 14.Nxd4 Bxe2 15.Nxe2 
Nf6??? 

Tim drops his queen! But the 
rest of the game is interesting for 
how powerfully David converts his 
material advantage into mate. 
16.Rxd8 Raxd8 17.Nxf6+ gxf6 
18.993+ Kh8 19.f4 Rg8 20.Qh4 
Rd2 21.Qxf6+ Rg7 22.Qxe5 c6 
23.Rf3 Rd8 24.Rg3 Rdg8 25 Nd4 
{6 26.Qxf6 c5 27.Nf5 a5 28.Rxg7 
Rxg7 29.Qxg7++ 1-0 C95 


3rd Annual UPSCL 
Scholastic Championships 


by Steve Cohen 


The rain may have been pouring 
outside, but that didn’t bother the 
nearly 70 K-8th graders (including 
one 4-year-old pre-schooler) from 
competing in the UPSCL’s 3rd An- 
nual Peninsula Scholastic Chess 
Championships. This event was held 
February 7 at Foster City’s Holiday 
Inn Select. Not only is this tourna- 
ment the only grade-level champion- 
ships (i.e., where children are 
matched only against others from 
their own grade) for the peninsula, it 
is also the only Bay Area grade-level 
event so it attracts players from be- 
yond the peninsula. This year’s event 
saw some travel from as far away as 
Alameda, Berkeley, Clovis, Fremont, 
Richmond, Portola Valley, San Fran- 
cisco and peninsula communities in 
between. Then again, I’m sure that 
the 1st through 10th place trophies 
in each division were at least a little 
incentive to take the opportunity of 
participating in the experience. 

Furthermore, a “486” (superior 
to the Commodore 64 from previous 
years) and a new pairings program | 
developed helped ensure that the 
rounds would start as scheduled. 
This year nobody kicked out the 
power cord so everything did run 
smoothly. Of course, the biggest rea- 
son that this tournament ran on 
schedule and without problem was 
due to the great assistance of some 
wonderful TDAs: James and Carolyn 
Millet, Gordon Rios, Shashank Dave, 
and Aaron Pollock. League president, 
Steve Cohen, served as Chief TD. 

In addition to the size and quan- 
tity of awards, another new aspect of 
this year’s Championships was the 
inclusion of a 7th & 8th grade com- 
bined section — celebrating the 
UPSCLOs incursion into the Middle 
Schools this season. The numbers 
in the new group may have been the 
smallest but the competition was 
fierce as they were battling for the 
tallest trophies. Anuraag Agrawal 
(1002), a 7th grader from Fremont, 
put his last 2 years of experience in 
these championships to work for him 
as he earned a perfect score and the 
top trophy. Ted Enns (1148), a 7th- 
grader at Hillview of Menlo Park, se- 
cured 2nd place with 3.0 points. 
With chagrin, an erroneous reading 
of tie-break results led to an errone- 
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ous handing out of the 3rd & 4th 
place trophies. With 2.0 points each, 
the official final results, on tie-breaks, 
award Danny Colligan (1005), also a 
7th-grader at Hillview, 3rd place: 
and, Sharron Deora (754) of Fremont 
in 4th. I offer my sincerest regrets to 
the players for this error. Mike Ettel 
(941), a 7th-grader at St. Matthew's 
Catholic School finished in 5th. 

In the K-1st section, first-grader 
Thomas Chew (1111) of Burlingame 
returned from a piano recital to go 
undefeated to take top honors. On 
tie-breaks with 3.0 points each, 
Claire Greene (1003) came in 2nd 
while Isaac Shaker (915) took 3rd. 
By using the UPSCL formulae tie- 
breaker method to resolve a 4-way 
tie for 4th-7th place, Sammy Roberts 
(911) earned 4th while 4-year-old 
pre-schooler, Richard Livingston 
(886) won 5th; Sarang Dave (886) 
6th; and Corey Chang (918) 7th. A 
point back, Evan Boucher (1031), 
took home 8th place on tie-breaks 
over Kyle Prosen (847). 

The boys from Berkeley domi- 
nated the 2nd-grade division as 
Alexander Setzepfandt (1195) went 
undefeated for 1st while team-mate 
Daichi Siegrist (962) finished a point 
back alone in 2nd. Ryland Young 
(976), who attends school in Foster 
City, came in on top of a 4-way tie 
for 3rd-6th with 2.0 points. Phillip 
Tang (976) ended up in 4th; Michael 
Konkol (938), 5th; and, John Coyne 
(992), 6th. . Ryland's school-mate, 
Michael Da Costa (887), came in sole 
7th with 1.5. 

In one of the toughest sections 
(due to the previous tournament ex- 
perience among the top-rated play- 
ers of this section), Alex Wu (1499) of 
Burlingame remained undefeated to 
repeat as champion for his grade. If 
Alex 3-peats next year, he will win 
(in addition to the top prize) a free 
entry fee to the following year's event! 
On tie-breaks, although they never 
met at this event, Kevin Greene 
(1126) avenged his last-round 'G/15 
Challenge-T loss to Ewelina Krubnik 
(1182) by taking 2nd ahead of the 
3rd-grade queen of Alameda. Three 
players finished a point back with 
2.0: on tie-breaks, Elliot Star (1170) 
finished in 4th, Charles Fang (876) 
finished 5th, and Marcus Tong (1085) 
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took home the 6th-place trophy. 
With a score of 1.5, Robert Yuan (799) 
finished alone in 7th. On tie-breaks, 
Shail Patel (1037) won 8th; Victor 
Labrouse (877) earned 9th. Finally, 
Anuj Verma (702) took home the 
10th-place trophy. 

Berkeley took another division 
when Wesley Chen (1369), who out- 
rated his nearest competitor by more 
than 200 points(!), went undefeated 
for first-place honors in the 4th-grade 
division. Timothy Ma (1132) of 
Weibel took 2nd on tie-breaks over 
team-mate Jaime Lai (952). Also 
from Weibel, Christopher Tu (852) 
finished a half-a-point behind in 4th. 
Despite his last round loss to Chen, 
Conlan Rios (1069) from S.F. with 2.0 
emerged on top of a 4-way tie for 5th- 
8th place. Aniv Nayar (982), also 
from Berkeley, won 6th; Matthias 
Fore (972) from Atherton 7th; and 
Cameron Taylor (910) of Daly City, 
8th. Eric Wen (912) of Weibel stood 
alone in 9th with 1.5. Cameron 
Tacklind (937), of the International 
School of the Peninsula took home 
the 10th-place trophy, leaving 1 1th- 
place medals for Bobby Volovets (985) 
of Audubon School (Foster City), and 
Jonathan Fleury (866) of Ormondale 
(Portola Valley). 

The 5th grade section has tradi- 
tionally has been for Elementary- 
grades Champion for the Peninsula 
(since it is the highest grade-level at 
the public elementary schools) and 
was this year's largest section. Park 
School's Michael Pearson (1787) went 
undefeated (including scoring the 
only victory for Black for his section 
in the final round) to earn the 27"- 
tall Ist-place trophy. To be sure, 
Pearson out-ranked his nearest com- 
petitor by more than 500 points but 
still a look at all of his games would 
reveal at least one game where his 
opponent could have scored the vic- 
tory (if only the opponent would have 
carefully considered all of his 
choices). Which goes to prove that it 
doesn’t so much matter how much 
your opponent is rated, but how well 
you focus on your task at hand each 
turn! A 3-way tie for 2nd-4th, with 
3.0, was broken with Lev Pisarsky 
(964) in 2nd, Stephan Goupille (1082) 
in 3rd, and Stephen Tu (942) in 4th. 
Tie-breakers were also used to de- 
cide a 4-way tie for 5th-9th: Justin 
Chen (991) took 5th and 2nd-seeded 
Allen Amusin (1174), 6th. Another 
erroneous reading of tie-breaker 
scores led to mis-handing-out of 7th 


& 8th places. The official final re- 
sults are that Grant Watters (1155) 
earned 7th and Payman Hifai (824) 
earned 8th. Again, I offer my sincer- 
est regrets to the affected players for 
this error. Kush Patel (830) ended 
up in 9th. Garrett Greene (1048) won 
the last trophy for the section, leav- 
ing 11th-place medals for Jambu 
Palaniappan (866), Sean Mofidi 
(1004), and Kavitha Ratman (879). 

Finally, in the 6th-grade section, 
Judy Kuo (1189) of Weibel also re- 
peated as division champion by go- 
ing undefeated among some pretty 
tough competition. Of course, as with 
Wu, if Kuo 3-peats next year, she will 
win a free entry-fee to the following 
year's event. With 3.0, Steve Yuan 
(987), also of Weibel, came in 2nd on 
tie-breaks ahead of Michael Belyaev 
(1330) who attends Bowditch Middle 
School in Foster City. Ricky Fong 
(1071), also of Bowditch, emerged on 
top of a 6-way tie(!) for 4th-9th place, 
ahead of Michael Pollock (1405), 
Summit Roy (1091), Macky Jeremias 
(1281), Harsh Patel (914) and Jeffrey 
Cheng (783). Umang Dave (974) took 
home the 10th-place trophy on tie- 
breaks over Andrew Fleury (1313) 
who went home with an 11th-place 
medal. 

Though the main focus of this 
event is on individual achievement, 
as a special treat two “Top School/ 
Club of the Peninsula” awards are 
presented based on points given for 
a lst-6th place finish in the K-6th 
grade divisions. [If the Top School/ 
Club is not geographically from the 
peninsula, then the 2nd place tro- 
phy is presented to the top organiza- 
tion geographically located on the 
peninsula.] For the last two years, 
Weibel of Fremont has won the top 
trophy in this category. This year the 
18 Weibel players earned 45 points 
for their team which was 10 points 
ahead of the 4-players from Berke- 
ley who earned 35 for their team. But 
the biggest surprise was the 74-point 
finish by A Chess Club of San Mateo 
County (led by Michael Pearson, Alex 
Wu, Kevin and Claire Greene ). As 
we sit on the eve of a new millenium, 
San Mateo County chess-players 
have spoken loudly as to their abili- 
ties in this sport. Most of the mem- 
bers of the team have been involved 
in organized chess for less than two 
years; yet, their spectacular results 
speak for themselves! 

To be completely fair and honest, 
I've heard someone say that I tried to 


"pull a fast one" in allowing a group 
of children from different classes | 
teach to form a club for this tourna- 
ment. My specific reasons were two. 
fold. First, there is no individual 
UPSCL class/program from which 
there would be numbers of children 
participating in the PSC which came 
anywhere near the 18-member team 
from Fremont (which number was 
about the same as that fielded dur- 
ing the previous 2 years). Therefore 
I allowed children who had predomi- 
nantly learned how to play chess 
through the method taught by the 
UPSCL to form their own “club”. 
Thus, as with a child from the Ber. 
keley program or Fremont program 
or Marin program, all would have in 
common the learning/practicing of 
a particular system of chess tech- 
nique. Secondly, I thought that al- 
lowing the children from the penin- 
sula this opportunity would allow for 
numeric equality among the teams 
and thus make the competition for 
the "Top School/Club" prize more 
and not less fair. After all, it's not as 
if these were players who were 
brought together from foreign groups 
having nothing to do with each other 
in an attempt to win a prize unfairly. 
Merely, it had been clearly demon- 
strated that there was a similar, but 
larger-numbered group who were 
fortunate to be able to meet at the 
same place and time; and children 
who otherwise enjoy similar chess 
learning should not for this difference 
be denied a competitive chance. 
Apart from that, the only common 
problem of this event, fairly voiced, 
was that playing conditions could 
have been more spacious. I agreeand 
I was quite upset when I visited the 
tournament room the evening before 
to find the room set up with six tables 
were missing. As there were no other 
rooms available, I was forced to make 
do as best as possible. Fortunately 
it was not that bad; but I will make 
sure that next year's playing condi- 
tions will be superior! Irregardless, 
the players near-unanimously ex- 
pressed they had a very enjoyable ex- 
perience. Hopefully you'll be get a 
chance to be a part of it all next year! 
Of course, no tournament report 
is complete without at least a sample 
of the day’s battles. This short first- 
round victory by Michael Pearson 
over Justin Chen, Weibel's highest- 
rated entry of this section, demon- 


Continued on page 30 
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1998 Hot Summer Days Chess, June 19, 20, and 21, 1998 


Howard Johnson Hotel, 3343 Bradshaw Road (US 50 at the Bradshaw exit), Sacramento, CA. 


SITE: 


EVENTS: 6/19: Hot Summer Days G/10: 5 round swiss. 
6/20 & 6/21: Hot Summer Days Swiss, four round swiss in three sections: Open (open to all 
players), 1600-1999, and Under 1600. Ratings for all events will be based on the most current 
USCF Supplement available to the tournament director (should be the 6/98 supplement). 


SCHEDULES: Hot Summer Days G/10 Registration: 6/19, 7:00 - 8:30 pm. Rounds start at 8:45. 
Hot Summer Days Swiss Registration: 6/19, during G/10 tournament & 6/20, 8:00 am - 9:00 am. 
Registration will close at 9:00 am to allow Round 1 to start on time. 6/20: Round 1 @ 9:30 am; 
Round 2 @ 4:00 pm. 6/21: Round 3 @ 9:00 am; Round 4 @ 3:30 pm. Time controls: 40/2, G/1. 


ENTRY FEES: Hot Summer Days G/10: Early Registration & On-site, $20; under age 19, $10. Hot Summer Days 
Swiss: Early Registration (mailed by 6/13/98): $60 each , $65 after 6/13/98. Under age 19, $30 
(early registration and on-site). USCF membership required and available on-site (also see entry 


form). 


PRIZES: Hot Summer Days G/10 prizes to be determined based on total number of entries. Overall and class 
prizes are anticipated. Hot Summer Days Swiss prizes based on 75 paid adult entries. 


Open: ]*- $350 & trophy, 27 - $250; | *Under 2200: 15. 5905 en LIS 

1600-1999:  1* - $300 & trophy, 24.9225.  *Under 1800: I* - $200, 2*5 . $160 

Under 1600: 1*-$260 &trophy,2'-$210  *Under 1400: 1" - $190, 2™ - $150 

PRIZE NOTES: Prize fund and/or number of prizes will be increased or decreased based on paid 
entries. Unrated players ineligible for asterisked class prizes in each section. Hot Summer Days 
G/10 prizes paid during the Hot Summer Days Swiss. Hot Summer Days Swiss prize checks will be 
mailed out to winners by June 25, 1998. Trophy tie-break information on-site. 


OTHER: One % point bye per player is available. Late entries will be given a 2 point bye or paired against 
another late entry at the TD’s discretion. All byes must be requested prior to the completion of play 
on 6/20. Byes requested for round 4 may not be changed. No smoking on site; no computer entries 
accepted; wheelchair access to site. BRING SETS AND CLOCKS!!! 


LODGING: Howard Johnson, (916) 366-1266. Mention Hot Summer Days Chess for special room rates. 


MORE INFO: Contact organizer and TD John M°Cumiskey, e-mail: jmc-lmc@pacbell net; phone: (916) 557-7053 
(weekdays), (916) 428-5532 (evenings and weekends). 


a mr eT TT 
1998 HOT SUMMER DAYS CHESS ENTRY FORM 


Name: Phone (for organizer use only): ( ) 


Address City & State 
USCF ID # Expiration Date Date of Birth ( Jr & New USCF) 

Hot Summer Days G/10 Entry Fee (circle one): $25 $15 (Under 19) USCF Quick Rating: 

$60 (by 6/13/98); $65 (after 6/13/98); $30 (Under 19) 
1999-1600 Under 1600 


USCF Regular Rating: 


Zip 








Hot Summer Days Swiss Entry Fee (circle one): 
Circle the Hot Summer Days Swiss section being entered: OPEN 


Bye Requested in Round (circle one): l 2 3 4 
USCF Dues: $40, Adult, $30, Senior; $15, Youth (receives Chess Life), $10, Scholastic (receives School Mates) 


Mail to: Sacramento Chess Club, c/o 6700 50™ Street, Sacramento, CA 95823 Amount of Check $ 
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Recently, we have been looking 
at mate at h2 (or h7) by combina- 
tional means. This possibility, 
which arises in a number of games, 
even occurried in one 5th-grade 
match at this years Peninsula 
Scholastic Championships (S. 
Goupille v..G. Greene, Rd. 2) 
against someone who did know 
about this weapon. Still, some- 
times a teacher's desire to teach the 
"tricks" makes the sage forget that 
fundamentals should always be 
taught first. After all, before learn- 
ing to fly an airplane, you have to 
learn how to move and stop your- 
self. 

So in this pause for a beginner’s 
refresher, let’s look at one of these 
simple mates which, hereafter, you 
should never let happen to you (but 
which you can always be on guard 
for springing against an opponent). 
The following game comes from the 
4th grade section at this year’s PSC: 

C. Rios (1065) v. E. Wen (900) 
(3d Ann. P.S.C., 4th grade, Rd.1) 

1.e4 (to grab some central con- 
trol over d5 and give choices to 
queen and king’s bishop) 1...e5 
(similar idea, though not generally 
recommendable as often this type 
of defense leads Black into a 
cramped position), 2.Nf3 Nf6 
(known as the Petroffs Defense; 
Black reacts to the attack against 
his king-pawn by counter-attack- 
ing White’s pawn), 3.Nxe5 Nxe4?! 
(first 3... d6 is appropriate; 
now,Black could get into BIG 
trouble), 4.Qe2 d5? (4...Qe7 is 
more usual, though White would 
already be winning. However, as 
played, White may now continue 
with 5.d3 winning some material, 
since if the knight moves away, say 
5...Nf/d6, there follows 6.Nc6 dis.+, 
winning Black’s queen whether or 
not she moves to block the check. 
If Black instead follows the plan of 
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meeting attacks with counter-at- 
tacks and plays 5... Qd6/e7, then 
after 6.dxe Qxe5, 7.exd, Black’s 
queen is pinned and therefor Black 
is unable to regain the lost pawn), 
5.Nd3? (Not only should a piece 
generally not move more than once 
in the opening unless absolutely 
necessary, here the stronger con- 
tinuation given above shows that 
White was not carefully consider- 
ing each and every choice (i.e., pos- 
sible next move). Yet White cer- 
tainly had enough time to look 
around and to see d3 as the logical 
follow-up to his previous move. 
This is why its so important to 
make the most of your time when 
you have enough time to do so. By 
making yourself as fully informed 
as you can, you will not miss the 
opportunity to gain a significant ad- 
vantage when it presents itself, as 
it may not be there for long!) 5... 
Bd6? (the Ne4 is pinned against the 
king and the knight can be attacked 
by a pawn; so this move can’t be 
best) 6.Qd1? (now White is wast- 
ing time in order to castle over to 
where Black is already aiming to 
attack; instead, 6.f3 wins the 
pinned knight) 6... O-O, 7.Be2 
Nc6, 8. O-O? (considering the 
number of attackers that are aim- 
ing at or can soon be brought to 
aim their attack against White's 
king-side, it does not here appear 
that it is safe for White to castle 
here. However the way White has 
been playing, it would take some 
time to castle queenside) 8... Qh4. 
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(after 8...Qh4) 

It's always important, after your 
opponent makes their move, toat 
the very least to ask yourself why 
that move which was just played. 
In other words, “Is that unit now 
attacking, or working together with 
(another unit to attack something, 
or did it movie out of blocking the 
way of some other unit who wants 
to attack something. Or is it just 
getting in place for later?” If, at the 
least, you always ask these simple 
questions, you should never again 
need to say to yourself, “Whoops, I 
should have seen that.!” Here, 
Black is making an obvious threat 
of checkmate by playing Qxh2# 
next turn. Though it would com- 
promise White's king safety, 9.93 
would put an immediate end to the 
mating threat by blocking the di- 
agonal being used by the bishop 
(d6-h2). Especially when you have 
enough time on your clock (i.e., 
when you have more than 5 min- 
utes remaining) you should look at 
all of the choices for each side be- 
fore moving — to do otherwise is 
like driving down the freeway with 
your eyes closed. Of course driv- 
ing with your eyes closed against 
someone who is looking at all of the 
choices, mean you are going 
to... CRASH! 

In the present game, White 
played 9.Nc3?? which, having 
nothing to do with the most dan- 
gerous threat against him, is going 
to lead White to crash hard! Not 
surprisingly, Black played 9... Qh2 
mate, and enjoyed a long rest be- 
fore the next round. 


The next deadline for 
California Chess Journal 


submission Is 
June 1st 
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The Threatening Letter toa Bobby Fischer 


[am deeply thankful to M. David 
Maloney for providing a copy of the 
1992 letter from the US Treasury De- 

artment which, in effect, made 
Bobby Fischer an international fu- 
gitive from justice. My initial reac- 
(jon is that this letter constitutes an 
unconstitutional bill of attainder 
and, as such, constitutes a violation 
of Article 1, Section 9, Paragraph 3 
of the Constitution of the United 
States. A Bill of Attainder is defined 
in the law as: "A law or legal device 
which outlaws people, suspends 
their civil rights, confiscates their 
property, Or punishes without a 
trial.” 

Generally, any act of a legisla- 
tive body which targets a particular 
person constitutes an unconstitu- 
tional bill of attainder. This is why 
the United States Congress in pro- 
posing and drafting laws always tries 
to be careful to write laws which ap- 


ply generally to all and do not single. 


out any individual or group. The 
‘Windfall Profits Tax” was found by 
the courts to be an unconstitutional 
bill of attainder because it exempted 
from the law the North Slope of 
Alaska. 

In this case, we do not even have 
alaw but rather have an arrogant 
declaration by an agency bureaucrat 
directed to the punishment of one 
person: Bobby Fischer. Bobby 
Fischer is ordered not to play chess 
with Boris Spassky. The Treasury 
official who wrote the letter to 
Fischer, R. Richard Newcomb, 
threatened Fischer with ten years in 
prison and a fine of $250,000. This 
order came from the authority of the 
President of the United States. 

However, the United States of 
America is supposedly not a dicta- 
torship. President Bush had no le- 
gal right to order Fischer not to play 
chess. Bush’s “Executive Order” to 
the extent that it applied to Fischer 
was plainly illegal. Therefore, send- 
ing this letter to Fischer was a crime. 

Perhaps even more importantly, 
there was no way that the Executive 
Order of President Bush could be in- 
terpreted as prohibiting Fischer from 
playing a game of chess. The Execu- 
tive Order “prohibits U.S. persons 
from performing any contract in sup- 


by 
Sam Sloan 


port of a commercial project in Yu- 
goslavia, as well as from exporting 
services to Yugoslavia.” Fischer did 
not engage in any commercial activ- 
ity in Yugoslavia. Fischer did not ex- 
port any services to Yugoslavia. Play- 
ing a game of chess is clearly not “ex- 
porting a service.” 

The United States Supreme 
Court long ago ruled that Americans 
have the constitutional right to 
travel. I suppose that if a person 
travels to Yugoslavia and orders a 
meal in a restaurant, he could be 
said to be engaging in a “commer- 
cial activity”. However, if that is the 
definition, then this makes the con- 
stitutional right to travel a nullity. 

Somebody said, “Fischer is not 
that important. He is not entitled to 
special treatment.” However, that is 
precisely the problem here. A great 
multitude of American citizens trav- 
eled to Yugoslavia during the war. 
Not one of them has ever been pros- 
eeuted for violating Bush’s “execu- 
tive order.” Our own United States 
Chess Federation continued to buy 
chess books from Yugoslavia 
throughout the war. Yet, not one of- 
ficial of the United States Chess Fed- 
eration is in jail for this. 

The tragedy is that this 1992 let- 
ter made Bobby Fischer an interna- 
tional fugitive from justice. Fischer 
has not returned to America because 
of these threats. For those who 
missed it, here again is the full text 
of the letter to Fischer: 


Department of the Treasury 
Washington 

Aug 21, 1992 

Order to Provide Information and 
Cease and Desist Activities 

FAC No. 129405 


Dear Mr. Fischer: 


It has come to our attention that 
you are planning to play a chess 
match for a cash prize in the Fed- 
eral Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia 
and Montenegro) (hereinafter “Yugo- 
slavia”) against Boris Spassky on or 
about September 1, 1992. As a U.S. 
citizen, you are subject to the prohi- 
bitions under Executive Order 
12810, dated June 5, 1992, impos- 
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ing sanctions against Serbia and 
Montenegro. The United States De- 
partment of the Treasury, Office of 
Foreign Assets Control (“FAC”), is 
charged with enforcement of the 
Executive Order. 

The Executive Order prohibits 
U.S. persons from performing any 
contract in support of a commercial 
project in Yugoslavia, as well as from 
exporting services to Yugoslavia. The 
purpose of this letter is to inform you 
that the performance of your agree- 
ment with a corporate sponsor in 
Yugoslavia to play chess is deemed 
to be in support of that sponsor's 
commercial activity. Any transac- 
tions engaged in for this purpose are 
outside the scope of General License 
No. 6, which authorizes only trans- 
actions to travel, not to business or 
commercial activities. In addition, we 
consider your presence in Yugosla- 
via for this purpose to be an expor- 
tation of services to Yugoslavia in the 
sense that the Yugoslav sponsor is 
benefiting from the use of your name 
and reputation. 

Violations of the Executive Or- 
der are punishable by civil penalties 
not to exceed $10,000 per violation, 
and by criminal penalties not to ex- 
ceed $250,000 per individual, 10 
years in prison, or both. You are 
hereby directed to refrain from en- 
gaging in any of the activities de- 
scribed above. You are further re- 
quested to file a report with this of- 
fice with 10 business days of your 
receipt of this letter, outlining the 
facts and circumstances surround- 
ing any and all transactions relating 
to your scheduled chess match in 
Yugoslavia against Boris Spassky. 
The report should be addressed to: 
The U.S. Department of the Trea- 
sury, Office of Foreign Assets Con- 
trol, Enforcement Division, 1500 
Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Annex 
- 2nd floor, Washington D.C. 20220. 
If you have any questions regarding 
this matter, please contact Merete M. 
Evans at (202) 622-2430. 


Sincerely, (signed) 

R. Richard Newcomb 

Director 

Office of Foreign Assets Control 


2» 
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Mechanics’ Masters 
Continued from page 15 


Re5 47.bxa5 Rxab5 48.Kd3 Kf7 
49.Kc3 Ke6 50.Kb4 Re5 51.e4 
g4 52.Kb3 g3 53.Rd3 g2 0-1 


Eric Schiller - 
Craig Mar [A48] 


1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 g6 3.Bg5 Bg7 
4.Nbd2 c5 5.c3 Qb6 6.Qb3 d5 
7.e3 0—0 8.Bd3 Nc6 9.0—0 c4 
10.Qxb6 axb6 11.Bc2 Bf5 
12.Bxf5 gxf5 13.Ne5 Rfd8 
14.Nxc6 bxc6 15.Bxf6 Bxf6 
16.f4 e6 17.Nf3 Rad 18.Rf2 Kf8 
19.h3 h5 20.Ne5 Bxe5 21.fxe5 
Ke7 22.a3 Rg8 23.Kh2 Rg5 
24.Rf3 Rb5 25.Rf2 Rad 26.Rf3 
Rb5 27.Rf2 f6 28.exf6+ Kxf6 
29.Rafl Ke7 30.Re2 Ra5 
31.Rf3 Ra8 32.Rg3 Rag8 
33.Rxg5 Rxg5 34.Rf2 Kf6 
35.Rf3 Rg8 36.Rg3 Ra8 37.Rf3 
c5 38.Rf2 Rg8 39.Rf3 e5 
40.dxc5 bxc5 41.Rf2 d4 
42.cxd4 cxd4 43.Rc2 d3 
44.Rd2 e4 45.Kgl Rg3 46.a4 
Ke6 47.35 Kd6 48.a6 Kc7 
49.Rf2 Rxe3 50.Kf1 h4 51.a7 
Kb7 52.Rxf5 d2 53.Rf7+ Ka8 
54.Rd7 Rel« 0—1 $5 


3rd Annual UPSCL 
Continued from page 26 


strates what the fifth graders were 
up against on board one of their sec- 
tion: 


M. Pearson (1775) - 
J. Chen (960) 

98 Penin. School 
Championships, Round. 1) 
1.e4 e5, 2.Nf3 Nc6, 3.Bb5 a6, 4.Ba4 
b5 (a.k.a., The Bayonet Attack of the 
Spanish Opening), 5.Bb3 Nf6?! 
(more common is 5... Nad; after 5... 
Bb7, 6.d4 or 5...Bc5, 6.a4! Black’s 
defense will get difficult), 6.0-O (as | 
am someone who started out play- 
ing the Italian, I can’t help but think- 
ing that White would have a stron- 
ger line in a 2 Knights defense-type 
of continuation with 6.Ng5 d5, 7.ed 
Nd5:, 8.Nf7:! Kf7:, 9.Qf3+ Ke6, 
10.Nc3 Nb4, 11. a3, when the better 
placement of White’s king-bishop 
puts him extra tempi ahead of the 2 
Knights line) 6... Ne4:, 7.d4 (the 
game has now transposed into the 
main line of the Open Variation) 7... 
d5, 8.de d4? (but here Black errs 
with this most unnecessary pawn 
move; now White will expand and 
exploit his lead in development. The 
main-line continuation is 8...Be6.), 
9.Rel Bf5, 10.Bf4 f6?!? (another 
unnecessary pawn move which only 


weakens Black's king-side which is 
presently the only safe place left to 
‘hide’ his king. Further, a player gen- 
erally does not want to open up the 
file heading toward his king if the 
player has not yet castled — espe- 
cially if there is already an enemy 
rook bearing down on that file, as 
well!), ll.ef Qf6:, 12.bNd2 Bg6? 
(perhaps hoping for 13.Ne4: Qf4:), 
13.Bg5! Qd6, 14.Ne4: Qd7?? (14... 
Be4: is a must here. Though, to be 
sure, a player generally doesn’t want 
to trade just before going behind in 
material) 





4A OR 

S| 
s dowd efuowm 

(after 14...Qd7) 

(White to move and mate in one) 

15. Nd6 mate is a nice, problem- 
like finish!. 

Note: All ratings are post-tour- 
nament UPSCL ratings without ac- 
count taken for bonus points based 
on final-place standings. Generally 
a USCF-equivalent rating is approx 
mately 200 points less than the 
UPSCL rating. e» 
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The CalChess Calendar of Events 


(* = CalChess discount) last update 2-20-98 


1998 
E od ee IE) oec cet Cal State School Bits (Santa Clara) ic oie sce cece ce rcnns (TD) 
Mar 28 29... i5at-5unm 5» o Cal State School Championship (Santa Clara) ................. (AK) 
N (Sall a earns Diniiba CHeSs 100 LAS s.5 eis bocce soca ei ia neces trees nee (AF) 
Apr 17-19... (Fri San) ove Mechanics SenjoE s e se v eek e eheu euer Ee Nae ERIT NA EE andas (JA2) 
Apr. DA co [Sat oo eom eei Fresno Spring Quad ..................... eene (DW) 
May 2-3... (Gat- Sun] ss e Piyasiucid 8:00 0 MA M tnis rane ea tesari roeas 189 22 
May 3... ieee ous Visalia Spring Quad ............ ere eee eere tenen nnno ann nennen nnns (AF) 
May 16-17 ........ Sat-Sun) necis San Joaquin Championship (Fresno) ............... e (DW)* 
May 23-25 ...... (Gat-Mon) ........ee LERA Memorial Day (Sunnyvale) .................... (JH) 
June 12-14 ........ [Eri Sun). eee sees Stammer (Sahn Francisco) |... e eceerees eere tiene e saneso eenaa Ea (JA2) 
June 19-21 ....... [Fri-5ütn) ooo Sacramento "Hot Summer Days" ............... eee (JM) 
July 4-6............ (Sat-Monl.i...o oe Universe Open (San Francisco) ................. eee CH 
Bus 19... (Sat:Sun sse US Open (Kona Hawaii) ............... eee eee eees nese erenesaeees (ES) 
SC Doer (Sat-Mon)-..... ee Calchess Labor D8V....seisleue serui same anne eo nene dn i kde niae ea (RK) * 
Een I9. (SAEI s Rd perta e Mech. G/45 (San Francisco) ............... eere (JA2) 
Av 4122. Sat oun oon Fresno County Championship „......s..essesseserrerreesreereeseerreese (DW) * 
Nov. 2-29 ees: (Frb5um.. LERA Thanksgiving (Sunnyvale) .............. e (JH) 
noc 5-0... eoe (Sat- sun sso. Livermore Open ...........4. eeeeeee essen nee theme nsu e noa sedeo nene nennen (Cp)? 
1999 
ENS Y esee EE ie Ce e U.S. Open, 9 rounds, Sands Hotel RENO ose ne vies is (JW) 


Annual Events 
2nd weekend June (F-Su): Stamer (JA2) 


MLK weekend (mid Jan.) (RK) 

Presidents’ Day Weekend: People's (Berkeley) (DS) 
1st weekend March (F-Su): SF Amateur (JA2) 
State Schol. Champ. (last weekend March) 


LERA Memorial Day (JH) 


Labor Day weekend (1st weekend Sept.) (TD) 
last weekend Oct. (F-Su): Western Open (Reno) (JW) 
2nd weekend Nov. (F-Su): Capps (JA2) 


LERA Thanksgiving (JH) 


NU o ooo eos rt a iM 


Tournament Organizers 


JA =Jeff Andersen, P.O. Box 
10845, Napa 94581 
(707) 251-8175 
troon@aol.com 

JA2= Joan Arbil, 57 Post St., 


Mechanics Rm408 
94101 (415) 421- 
2258 


Chessroom@aol.com 

TD =Tom Dorsch, P.O. Box 
7453, Menlo Park 94026 
ben 5322-09055. 
tomdorsch@aol.com 

uh = James Eade, 521 
Fanita Way, Menlo Park 
94025 (415)328-9785 

AF - Allan Fifield, PO Box 
27, Visalia 93279 (209) 
734-2784 

MG= Mike Goodall, 461 
Peachstone Terr., San 
Rafael 94903 (415) 491- 
1269 

MG2 = Michael Ghormley, 


5120 Alcott Dr., Sacra- 
mento 95820 (916) 388- 
1601 
mikeg@blacksand.com 
DH = Dan Holbrook, 1220 
Elliott #42, Paradise 
95969 (916) 877-3911 
JH = Jim Hurt, P.O. Box 
461, Tahoma 96142 
(916) 525-7912 (970) 
285-7041 (Colorado) 
AK = Alan Kirshner, 66 In- 
dian Hill Plaza, Fremont 
94539 (510) 657-1586 
hegemon@hooked.net 
AK2= Adrian Keatinge-Clay, 
P.O. Box 10649 Stanford 
University 94309 
(415)497-0589 
adriankcleland. 
stanford.edu 
RK = Richard Koepcke, 
92047 Montecito Ave. 
#30, Mountain View 


94043 
(650)964-2640 
koepcke@sabretooth- 
23.Eng.Sun.COM 

JM = John McCumiskey, 
6700 50th St., Sacra- 
mento 95823-1306 
(916)428-5532 
jme-Imc@pacbell.net 

CP =Charles Pigg, 429 Vista 
Ct., Livermore 94550 
(510) 447-5067 

JP = Jimmy Plumb, 1878 
W. 11 St. #144, Tracy 
95376 
(209j)823-051 1. 
hereshope9@nreach.com 

DS = Don Shennum, 14 
Whitmore Place, Apt. 8, 
Oakland 94611 (510) 
428-0327 
NECADon@aol.com 

SS = Steve Smallwood, 
1028 Cassia Way, 
Sunnyvale 94086 (408) 
247-8510 
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stephen677@aol.com 
DW = Dennis Wajckus, 5924 
E. Illinois Ave., Fresno 
93727-3566 
(209) 252-4484 
JW = Jerome Weikel, 6578 
Valley Wood Dr., Reno 
NV 89523 (702) 747- 


— 
Tournament Clearinghouse 


Don Wolitzer 
2130 Mercury Rd. | 
Livermore, CA 94550 
| (510) 455-4119 
dwolitzer @ aol.com 


Send tournament reports | 
| and annotated games to CCJ: | 
Allan Fifield | 
| PO Box 27 | 
| Visalia 93279-0027 
(209) 734-2784 


jostensvis ? aol.com 





| 102033,3421 @compuserve.com | 














Berkeley 

Friday, 7:15 p.m. 
Berkeley City Club 

2315 Durant 

A. Glasscoe 510-652-5324 


Burlingame 

Thursday, 7:30 p.m. 
Burlingame Lions Hall 

990 Burlingame Ave 

Scott Wilson 650-355-9402 


Campbell 

Kolty Chess Club 
Thursdays 7-11:30 p.m. 
Campbell Comm Ctr 
Winchester/W.Campbell 

F. Leffingwell 408-224-0743 


Carmel 
Call for current information 


Randall Swanson 408-626-6113 


Carmichael 

Monday 6-10 p.m. 

senior Citizens Ctr. 

4701 Gibbons 

C. Coleman 707-678-9792 


Chico 

Thursday 7-11 p.m. 

Mtn Mike's Pizza 

1722 Mangrove Ave 

Barry Nelson 916-873-3107 


Davis 

Thursday 7 p.m. 

Hunt Hall UCD, Room 241 
Dave Johnson 916-756-2752 


Fremont 

Fridays 7:00-on 

Sugu’s Coffee 

3602 Thornton Ave, Fremont 


Hans Poschmann 510-656-8505 


Alan Kirshner 510-6571586 


Fresno 

Mondays 6-11 p.m. 

Carls Jr. 

3820 N. Cedar Ave. 

D. Wajckus 209-252-4484 


Hayward 

Monday 7-9 p.m. 

Hayward Library 

Mission at C St 

Kerry Lawless 510-785-9352 


Humboldt County 
Call for current information 
Bob Phillips 707-839-4674 


Livermore 

Fridays 7-12 p.m. 

South Cafeteria 

Lawrence Livermore Lab 
Charles Pigg 510-447-5067 


Merced 

Merced Chess Club 

Friday 6:30 p.m. 

Merced Mall Food Court 
Dave Humpal 209-722-0764 


Madera 

Thursdays 7:00 p.m. 
Carls Jr. 

Madera Ave. & Hwy 99 
Bill Hicks 209-675-3094 


Modesto Chess Club 
Tuesday 6-10:30 p.m. 
Shakeys Pizza 

McHenery Avenue 

John Barnard 209-785-7895 


Monterey 

Open daily except Mon. 
430 Alvarado St. 
Yudacufski 408-646-8730 


Palo Alto 

Terman Community Center 
660 Arastradero #33 

Tom Dorsch 650-322-0955 


Paradise 

Tuseday 7-10 p.m. 

Paradise Senior Center 
Barry Nelson 916-873-3107 


Club Directory 


Places to play chess in Northern California and Northern Nevada 


Porterville 

Wednesday 7 p.m. 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
Corner of Henderson & 
Indiana 

Hans Borm 209-784-3820 


Reno, NV 

Sun-Thurs 6:30 p.m. 

2850 Wrondel Way, Suite D 
Club: 702-827-3867 

Jerry Weikel 702-747-1405 


Richmond 
Fridays 6 p.m. 
Richmond Library 
26th & MacDonald 


Ross Valley (Martin 
County) 

For current info, write: 
P.O. Box 69 

Ross CA 94957 


Sacramento 
Wednesday 6-10 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Ctr 
915-27th St. 

Stewart Katz 916-444-3133 
CSU Sacramento 

Student Union Bldg. 


San Anselmo 
Tuesday 7 p.m. 

Round Table Pizza, 

Red Hill Shpping Ctr 

Sir Francis Drake Blvd 
Jim Mickle 415-457-2719 


San Francisco 
Mechancis’ Institute 
Open daily 

57 Post St, 4th Floor 
Jim Eade 650-328-9785 


San Jose 

Tue & Fri, Noon-4 p.m. 
Willows Senior Center 

2175 Lincoln Avenue 

Jerry Marshall 408-267-1574 








Santa Clara 

2d Sat. Each month 
2:15-6:15 p.m. 

Mary Gomez Park 

F. Sierra 408-241-1447 


Santa Rosa 

Tuesdays 6-10:45 p.m. 
Sonoma Coffe Company 
521 4th Street 

Keith Halonen 707-578-6195 


Stanford 

Monday 7:30-10:30 p.m. 
Student Union, Rm 550-5504 
Andrian Keatinge-Clay 
415-497-0598 


Sunnyvale 

LERA 

Tuesday, 8 p.m. 

Lockheed Rec Ctr, Bldg #160 
Ken Stone 408-629-5530 


Tulare 

Thursday, 6:30 p.m. 

A&W Root Beer 

133 North ‘J’ Street 

Ward Forman 209-688-6386 


Vallejo 

Fridays 7:00 p.m. 

Senior Citizens Ctr 

333 Amador St 

Frank Harris 707-644-3004 


Visalia 

Wednesday 7 p.m. 

Carl’s Jr-Von's Ctr 

Hwy 198 & Chinowth 
Allan Fifield 209-734-2784 


Walnut Creek 

Tuesdays 7:30 p.m. 

Civic Park /Broadway at Civic 
C. Lehman 510-946-1545 


Yuba-Sutter 

Mon & Wed 7-11 p.m. 
Carls Jr 

Bridge St & Hwy 99, Yuba City | 
Tom Giertych 916-671-1715 
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THE = 
EDITOR'S 
REPORT 


Kids! Kids are everywhere playing tournament chess these 
We are pleased to highlight the best in kids chess from Tulare C 
in the far south to Arcata in the far north. Our lead article by Alan 
Kirshner reports on the record 720 (plus) player turnout at the March 








days, 


ounty | 


28-29 CalChess State School Championship. Be sure to read Bonnie ` 


Yost's piece ‘Hey teacher, is this checkmate?’ for a sense of the spe- 
cial joys of working in the Kindergarten section. Your editor was the 
rookie head TD at this event and I would like to thank Alan Kirshner 
and our volunteer staff for a great job. 

Northern California chessplayers should all take great pride in 
our current crop of talented scholastic players. In the March issue 
of School Mates, five CalChess juniors were selected for the Press- 
man All American Chess Team! Vinay Bhat (13 of San Jose), Jordy 
Mont-Reynaud (13 of Palo Alto), David Pruess (15 of Berkeley), Gabe 
Kahane (15 of Santa Rosa) and Dmitry Zilberstein (18 of San Fran. 
cisco) are all proud representatives of the best in Northern Califor- 
nia chess. And I don't think that anyone will object if I stretch the 
state border just a little bit to also honor All-American Phillip Wang 
(14) of Reno, Nevada. e 

Our little community suffered two painful losses this Spring. 
John Easterling of Richmond passed away on March 2nd at the age 
of 61. John loved chess and devoted his life to teaching others the 
joys of our game, He was exceptionally good with children and taught 
chess in the Richmond schools for many years. John is survived by 
his wife Delores and two sons. He is deeply missed by the East Bay 
chess community. On March 31st, Dwight Williams (aged 35) passed 
away in Fresno. Chess never had a more dedicated warrior! Dwight 
played everywhere and everyone. Dwight was very excitable under 
tournament conditions and he could drive a TD nuts. But you could 
never stay mad at Dwight for very long as he loved chess and 
chessplayers and he had a kind soul. Fresno tournaments will seem 
a little empty without Dwight's energy to fill the room. We extend 
our sympathy to his parents, family and many friends. This issue is 
dedicated to the memory of John Easterling and Dwight Williams. 

I have received several letters with corrections, deletions and 
additions to our club directory listing on the back cover. Northern 
California is a big state and the only way we can keep our club list 
accurate is with your help. Please keep those cards and letters com- 
ing! The deadline for submissions for the next issue of CCJ is Sep- 
tember 15th. 
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CalChess State Scholastic Championships 


March 27-28, 1998 


By Alan M. Kirshner 


What if you threw a chess tour- 


| nament and too many players 
 ghowed? This is every organizers 


— — — 
d —À 


a) IM 


áream and nightmare. This is what 
occurred on the weekend of March 
98 and 29 for the California Chess 
state Scholastic Championships 
held at the Santa Clara Convention 
center. As the organizer I had 
planned on 600 players. I figured 
that would be the growth from the 
554 players that participated the 
vear before. 

— As the entries started arriving, 
my comparisons with previous years 
atthe same time indicated we would 
break 700 and could reach 800. 1 
rationalized that my team discount 
and early entry deadlines explained 
the apparent unexplained the dis- 


. proportionate numbers. But, I pan- 


icked anyway—that is my nature. I 
had only booked enough space for 
600 players. What would I do with 
the remainder? I could place Jay 
Blem and his National Chess sales 
out in a hallway again as I did last 
year. Yet, that would make room 
for only 50 more players. Besides I 
had promised Jay a secure room 
this year. 

I called the Convention Center 
Staff. They eased my apprehension 
byinforming me that they had a few 
small rooms not booked on the other 
side of the Convention Center. I first 
acted conservatively and book one 
room for about 75 players, just in 
case my rationalization about the 
early entry fee for teams proved cor- 
rect. The entries kept pouring in 
and I decided to book two more 
rooms to handle an overflow of 200 
players. I am glad I did. Pre-regis- 
tration hit over 730 juniors and 709 
players showed for the competition. 
Afew players arrived from Texas, 
Idaho and the Southern California 
state. Our tournament has always 
been open to any scholastic player, 
but only players and teams from 
Northern California can claim the 
championship titles. 


Photo by Allan Fifield 
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ger ! 

I sent the High School players 
and a small group of Junior High 
School players to the other rooms. 
By having the older participants on 
the other side of the Convention 
Center, I reduced the danger and an- 
noyance of younger children becom- 
ing lost or using the escalators and 
elevators on that side of the build- 
ing as toys. 

Oh, they found enough “toys” to 
cause my already elevated blood 
pressure to jump. I had obtained 
extra help to guard the escalators 
in the main tournament area. How- 
ever, a few times, the kids still were 
able to pull the switches and stop 
them from working. This turned out 
to be the least of my problems. Se- 
curity informed us that children had 
been making false 911 calls from 
one of the Convention Center tele- 
phone banks. I immediately posted 
volunteers at that site. Despite my 
efforts and announcements to re- 
move anyone caught playing with 
the telephones, the calls continued 
from other telephone banks in the 
Convention Center—20 during the 
weekend. This problem alone might 
prevent us from using this excellent 
site in forthcoming years. The Cen- 
ter staff was also unhappy about 
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8th grader 
Vinay Bhat is 
state K-12 
champion and 
is on his way 
to Hawaii. 


people bring food into the site. They 
had, however, promised to set up a 
food vendor at our area. They did 
not. They provided one on the op- 
posite side of the Center for another 
convention. The prices they charged 
were, to be polite, outrageous. 

On Sunday, an event occurred 
that had me vowing never to run an- 
other scholastic tournament. Secu- 
rity informed me that four teens had 
enter a closed convention site. They 
had used the large electric flat beds 
in the room as bumper cars. When 
security entered they jumped off the 
cars, let them hit the walls, and 
scooted out the back doors. One 
wall was a mess and I figured we 
would be billed a few thousand dol- 
lars for repairs. A couple of parents 
saw two of the boys who darted out 
of the room and followed them to the 
hotel. When security interrogated 
the boys they learned that they were 
not with our group. They had drifted 
over from Great America. Phew! I 
still fail to understand why security 
let them leave without taking their 
names and addresses. In any case, 
our chess players were vindicated 
and I intend to continue running the 
State Championships—if I can find 
a location large enough and willing 


3 
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to tolerate the youthful exuberance. 
I will, of course, be better prepared 
next year to prevent the problems I 
encountered this year. 

Now on to the rest of the story— 
the tournament: As a warm-up, we 
held an eight round blitz tourna- 
ment on Friday night. Only 48 play- 
ers entered. The competition was 
still fierce. Anthony Rozenvasser 
(2070 ) took first with Micah Fisher- 
Kirshner (2045) tying with Adam 
Lischinsky (1787), Keith Yost (1730), 
Andrew Ianaccone (1420) and 
Julius Mercado (unr.) for second. 
We provided three trophies for the 
first three places and one for each 
grade level. 

We hold the three primary 
school divisions on Saturday only 
with five rounds of game in thirty. 
As with all the sections, we award a 
minimum of fifteen trophies (we gave 
trophies after 15th place if individu- 
als had the same score as the 15th 
place winner.) We also awarded rat- 
ing group medals. Five trophies 
were presented to the top teams and 
one to the best United States Chess 
Federation Club in all but the Kin- 
dergarten Section. 

Twenty-six four and five year 
olds had fun trying to win the Kin- 
dergarten Section. Jasmine DiLucci 
from Texas tied for second with Eli 
Baldwin and Jesse Alexander (4-1). 
Cory Plante had a perfect 5-0 to take 
home the first place trophy. We did 
make sure that all the kindergarten 
players received awards. 


Senior TD 
Allan Fifield 
(L) and 
organizer 
Alan 
Kirshner at 
the coaches 
meeting. 


In the Primary School Junior 
Varsity Section (K-3 Under 650), 107 
children competed. We had a tie for 
first: Sharon Tseung (644), Byron 
Becker (618) and Kevin Walters 
(610). All had perfect 5-O. Weibel 
Elementary School of Fremont won 
its first of three team championships 





in this division. The Berkeley Chess 
School took home the club trophy. 
In the Primary School Champi- 
onship Section we had 40 players. 
Daniel Schwarz (1050), not losing a 
game, won first. A five way tie en- 
sued for second place with 4-1 
scores: Gabe Gordon (1057), Drak 
Wang (1054), Richard Rico (907), 
Edward Schloss (1168) and Mihir 
Pendse (987). While St. Paul the 
Apostle of Los Angeles won the first 
place team trophy, Forest Park EI- 
ementary School of Fremont, in sec- 
ond place, becomes the CalChess 
Team Champion for this section. 
Chess For Juniors from Huntington 
Beach won the best Club award. 
Competitors in all the other di- 
visions had to play six games, three 
saturday and three Sunday. The 
Elementary School Division played 
game in 60 and the Junior High 
School and High School Divisions 
had a time control of game in 75. 
The Elementary School Junior Var- 
sity Section (K-6 Under 800) was one 
of the larger divisions with 163 play- 
ers. Christopher Vuong (unr.) tied 
with Wesley Kwang (775) to be de- 
clared co-champions in this division 
each winning all their games. Noah 
Youngs an unrated player received 
5.5 points to take third place. Heber 
Elementary School from Heber, near 
the Mexican Border, came ready to 
challenge the northern teams. Tony 
Lambert, who used to coach Ruus 
Elementary School in Hayward, had 
moved there and prepared his chil- 


dren as he always did with Ruus. 
They received 18 points for first fol- 
lowed by St. Marks School of Marin 
and Weibel Elementary School of 
Fremont with 17.5. The latter two 
schools are the 1998 CalChess EI- 
ementary School Championship 
Teams. The Berkeley Chess School 


Photo by Richard Shorman 


won the top Club Team award. 
seventy-six players fought for 
the championship of the Elementary 
School Open Section (K-6). Keith 
Yost (1730) from Fresno, which is a 
part of CalChess, was the winner 
with a perfect 6-0. A six way tie en- 


sued for second place: Hlynur 
Haflidason (1447), Michael Pearson 
(1125), Alen Melikadamyan (1603), 
Wesley Chen (1146), Ankit Gupta 
(1102) and Harout Keshishian 
(1152). The All American Associa- 
tion from Los Angeles, an Armenian 
Chess Club, won the Club Team 
award with 17 points and Weibel 
Elementary School became the 
CalChess School Champion with 
16.5 points. 

Next year we will need to divide 
the Junior High School Division into 
two sections as 183 players com- 
peted in this section. Four individu- 
als tied for first place with 5.5 
points. Minas Nordanyan (1723) is 
from Los Angeles and so we only had 
three champions: Elliot Temple 
(1660), Robert Chan (1461) and 
Michael Kai Lum (1438). Piedmont 
Middle School defeated three time 
champion Hopkins Junior High 
School, from Fremont, for the 
school championship. The Fremont 
Chess Club won the Club award 
with an amazing 21 points. 

Carolyn Withgitt and Hans 
Poschmann continue to return to 
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smoothly direct the High School Di- 
vision that this year saw 116 play- 
ers contend for the championship 
ille and a chance to go to Hawaii 
for the Denker Tournament of High 
school Champions. Vinay Bhat 
(2339), in 8th grade, defeated Jordy 
Mont-Reynaud (2256) in the last 
round to win the tournament, the 
title and the trip to Hawaii as he will 
be officially in High School in Au- 
gust when the tournament occurs. 
The College Preparatory School of 
Oakland received 18.5 points to win 
its first High School Championship. 
Chess For Juniors from Huntington 
Beach took the top Club trophy with 
16.5 points. 

You can see the complete results 
of the tournament on the Internet 
at http: / /www.hooked.net/~hege- 
mon/Results.html. If you are inter- 
ested in learning the new ratings of 
ihe players, the United States Chess 
Federation's Internet site provides 
arapid rating search engine: http: / 
/www.uschess.org. I would like to 
thank all our tournament staff 
headed by Allan Fifield from Visalia. 
The Championships would not be 
held without our sponsor, Tom 
Dorsch. He gave up going to the 
National Open in Las Vegas, being 
held the same weekend, to have fun 
playing chess, roulette and politics. 
He felt helping at this the largest 
CalChess tournament ever was 
more important. My thanks also to 
the Weibel Elementary School par- 
ents and other parents who offered 
their services to make this year's 
event not only the largest ever, but 
one of the most efficient and enjoy- 
able. I wish I had the space to thank 
you all by name. Of course, if I avoid 
trying to name everyone, I avoid the 
risk of forgetting someone. I do 
need to give special kudos to Pheobe 
Chen who handled publicity. A 
number of radio stations provided 
information about the tournament 
and my comments about children 
in chess I could be heard on KCBS 
news all day Saturday. KPIX-TV , 
our CBS affiliate, film the event and 
ran two segments on their news. 
Thanks to the players, the coaches 
and the parents for a job well done. 
[hope to see you all next year wher- 
ever I can hold the CalChess State 
Scholastic Championships. 
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Micah Fisher-Kirshner (1967) 
David Preuss (2221) 
K-12 Section 
Round 4 
Annotated by Micah and David 
1.Nf3 
Micah: | decided to play Nf3 af- 
ter much thought having played 
against David before. 
Loreo 
David: I was debating to play c5, 
then it would be a symmetrical En- 
glish, that or play the Dutch. I de- 
cided that I would have a better win- 
ning chance, but Micah would play 
the Lichtiechen’s, so I decided to 
play e6, with the intent of playing 
b6 or f5. 
2.g3 b6 3.Bg2 Bb7 4.c4 f5 5.d4 
Nf6 6.0n0 Be7 7.Nc3 OnO 8.Rel 
David: | think that Qc2 would 
have been better. If the knight goes 
to e4, then Micah could have played 
a better move than Rel. 
8...Ne4 9.Qc2 Bf6 
David: | had to play this to prove 
that his d4 pawn is weak. 
10.e3 
Micah: I played e3 with the in- 
tent of Nd2. 
10...Nxc3 11.Qxc3 c5 12.b3 Bxf3 











E MEN 





NN 














Micah: I think Bf3 was interest- 
ing and made me wonder why David 
would allow me to give him double 
pawns or a queenside majority. 
David: I figured this is the best way 
to get out my knight and develop the 
queenside. My thought was that Bf3 
was really good, but at the same 
time I feared that the same lines 
were drawish. Being black, you are 
happy to equalize, but on the other 
hand, you are trying to win a cham- 
pionship. 
13.Bxf3 Nc6 14.Bxc6 

David: If Rdl cd 15. ed e5 win- 
ning the pawn. 
14...dxc6 15.Bb2 cxd4 16.exd4 c5 

David: The alternative being 
Qd7. 
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17.Rxe6 Qd7 18.Rael Rae8 

David: cd4 Qd3 19. Rae8 Re8 
20. Re8 Re8 21. Re8 Qe8 22. Qf5 
d3 23. Bf6 gf6 24. Qd5- 


F w 


TD David Gross is the Wizard of 


SysSwiss behind the curtain. 


19.Rxe8 Rxe8 20.Rxe8+ Qxe8 
21.Qe3 

Micah: I looked at the position 
realizing that I had no hope in sav- 
ing my d-pawn, and looked hard and 
found that Qe3 was my best plan. 
21...Qd7 

David: I thought “Okay, I can 
play Qd7 and win the pawn.” 
22.dxc5!! 

David: Darn Micah—from a 
psychological point of view his move 
gets an exclaim. 
22...Bxb2 23.cxb6 Bd4 

Micah: When David played this 
move, I thought that okay, time for 
a bishop and three pawn endgame 
which I would probably lose. But 
after a bit of thinking, I was going 
to first take ba7, but as I looked ba7 
I saw that b7 would give me a very 
good passed c-pawn with a winning 
endgame. David: I thought, “He 
can’t have missed Bd4, with ba7 
with a8=Q+. So he still has three 
pawns.” I realized that Bc5 would 
be the place where I would win the 
game, so Bd4 would be the quick- 
est way to win the game. 24. ba7 
Ba7 

David: The way I looked at it was 
that Micah couldn't prevent my 
bishop from getting to c5 25. c5 
Qd1+ 26. Kg2 Qd5+ Winning the 
pawn. Then Micah had to move his 
Queen and thus the bishop qoes to 


5 
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co. ab6 24. Qb6 Bd4 Now I wasn’t 
sure about c5for Micah. What I 
didn't see during the game was that 
after Micah plays 25. c5 Qe7! Win- 
ning the pawn. ab6 24. Qb6 Bd4 
25. Qb8+ Kf7 26. Qf4 BC5 =/+ 
24.b7 Bxe3 25.b8Q+ Kf7 26.fxe3 
Qd1+ 27.Kf2 Qd2+ 

David: Here I decided to go fora 
win since a draw would be the same 
as a loss for the championship and 
the trip to Hawaii to be Northern 
California’s representative at the 
Denker Tournament of High School 
Champions. 
28.Kf3 Qd1+ 29.Kf4 Qg4+ 30.Ke5 
Qe4+ 31.Kd6 Qxe3? 

David: This throws away a draw. 
32.Qc7+ Kf6 33.Qd8+ Kf7 34.Qd7+ 


Hey teacher. Is this checkmate? ....... 





Kf6 35:c5 Qd2+ 
David: Here is where I realized 
I should have taken a perpetual 
check earlier and I should try again. 
My thinking about winning 
changed. 
36.Kc7 Qa5+ 37.Kd6 Qd2+ 38.Kc6 
Qxa2 39.Qd6+ Kg5 40.h4+ 
David: My intention was that I 
could get rid of all of Micah’s 
kingside pawns. 
40... Kg4 41.Qf4+ Kh3 42.Qxf5+ 
Micah: | was happy to get rid of 
David's most advanced pawn. 
42...Kxg3 
David: I felt the more pawns of 
Micah's gone the better. 
43.Qd3+ Kg4 44.Qc4+ Kh5 45.Kb7 
Qa5 46.c6 Qb6+ 47.Ka8 Qc7 


A fraction of the 
record 720 players 
at the state 
scholastic 
championships, 


48.Qd5+ Kxh4 49.Qd7 Qe5 50.c7 
Qe4+ 51.Kxa7 Qe3+ 52.Ka6 Qe2+ 
93.Qb5 Qe6+ 54.Kb7 Qe7 55.Qc4+ 
Kh3 56.b4! 

Micah: Wins. I blocked the pos- 
sible check on the a-file as I needed 
to move my King in order to promote 
the pawn. David: An exclaim move 
to find as we were now in blitz. 
06...g5 57.Ka8 g4 58.c8Q h5 
99.Qd3+ Kh4 60.Qcd8 Qxd8+ 
61.Qxd8+ Kh3 62.Qg5 h4 63.b5 g3 
64.b6 g2 65.Qf5+ Kh2 66.Qf2 h3 
67.b7 Khl 68.b8Q 

David: That was the simple 
move I failed to see. 

68. . . g1Q 69.Qxgl+ Kxgl 
70.Qg3+ 1-0 d 


o9 


I turn to see two small hands waving at me. As I approach table number 10 I wonder what 


will I find? Two Kings in check? Checkmate? Stalemate? Only two Kings left on the board? It's 
Round 2 of the Cal Chess Scholastic Championships and I am the floor TD for the Kindergarten 
section. Thirty-six eager young minds have come to conquer the board. For me this will be the 


most delightful and educational chess experience so far. My goal is for every participant to feel 


the same at the end of the day. Quickly I learn to identify every player by name, giving them 
high-fives and way-to-goes after each round. The emphasis is on concentration, sitting still, 
playing one’s own game and not your neighbors. Clocks and score sheets are for most players 
just a distraction. The focus is fun. The challenge is teaching every player something new about 
competitive chess. For most it was the definition of a draw. For many it was not to make their 
opponents move. Players will get at least a medal for their efforts, a meaningful acknowledg- 


ment to a Kindergartner. Hopefully they take home much more than that because what they 


give is just short of miraculous. 


Bonnie Yost 
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Young CalChess member places $3"! ac the 
DB National Junior High Championships 


Kyle Swany, 12 year old 7'* 
grader from Centerville Junior High 
in Fremont, competing in only his 
fourth tournament, placed third in 
ihe recent 1998 National Junior High 
Chess Championships in Phoenix. 
Kylescored 6/2 points out of 7 with 
more than 350 competitors in the 
Novice division. 

Kyle started playing chess for 
n last year with his friends in el- 
ementary school. He has since im- 
proved his skills by reading many 
chess books, playing games against 
internet opponents, playing lunch- 
time games against his friends at 
Centerville Jr. High and even play- 
ing against his friends parents. Un- 
fortunately his school does not have 
an active chess programs (unlike 
some other Fremont schools) so Kyle 
has had to pick up all of his skills 
on his own. 

In March, while trying to find a 


' chess coach, Kyle found out about 


the CalChess State Scholastic 
Championships in Santa Clara. He 
entered the K-8 class against ap- 
proximately 180 players and earned 
arespectable 32 points out of 6 in 
his first tournament. Two weeks 
later Kyle competed in the Califor- 
nia Grade Level Championships in 
Southern California. He won three 
of five games and tied for fourth 


by 
Phil Swany 


place. The two games that he 
lost were on time. There were 
only 30 minutes allowed per 
player which was his tightest 
time constraint so far. The day 
before the Grade Level Cham- 
pionships Kyle entered a one- 
day, four-game tournament 
sponsored by Chess for Jun- 
iors. They had a division for 
beginning and unrated players. 
Kyle won all four of his games 
and first place. 

With his confidence build- 
ing, and a couple of new tro- 
phies on his shelf, Kyle went 
to Phoenix for the National 
Championships. Since he still 
didn’t have a rating, Kyle was 
eligible for the Novice division. 
Not knowing what his provi- 
sional rating was it seemed like 
an appropriate place to start, 
particularly since it was only 
his fourth tournament. Over 
the three-day tournament, 
Kyle was the only player to 
earn 61^ points for sole posses- 
sion of 3®° place! He was ner- 
vous those last two games on Sun- 
day but made it through undefeated. 
His lone draw was against a player 
who ended up in the top 20 so it was 
not against an easy opponent. 

Kyle is still looking for an in- 


The Best of Berkeley 


by 
Alan Glasscoe 


The following games played at 
the Berkeley Chess Club were se- 
lected by Alan Glasscoe and Kurt 
Jacobs, our indefatigable but some- 
what obsessive-compulsive bulletin 
editor. Blame any bad analysis on 
us and my little tin friend Ruby. Our 
four main criteria for selecting 
games were crash, flash, slash and 
trash. 


Tom Stevens (2049) 
Ray Musselman (2076) 
Blackmar-Stevens Gambit 


1d4 Nf6 2.Nc3 d5 3.e4 dxe4 


4.Nge2 

A Stevens specialty apparently 
never considered by the Blackmar 
Gemeinde; Diemer must be smil- 
ing in his grave. 
4.e6 5.Ng3 Be7 6.Ncxe4 0-0 7.Bd3 
Nc6 8.c3 Nxe4 9.Bxe4 f5 10.Bc2 
Qe8 11.Qe2 Bd6 12.Bd2 e5 
13.Bb3+ Kh8 14.d5 Ne7 15.0-0-0 
c6 16.dxc6 Qxc6 17.Bg5 Ng6 
18.Rd2 e4 19.Nh5 Ne5 20.Nf4 Nf7 
21.Bxf7 Rxf7 22.Rxd6 Qxd6 
23.Rd1 Qc5 24.Rd5 Qxd5 25.Nxd5 
Be6 26.c4 b5 27.Qh5 bxc4 28.Nf4 
1-0 
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Kyle Swany from Fremont with his 
third place trophy at the National JHS 
Championships 


structor to prepare him for the 
tougher competition ahead and 
maybe even get a chess team to- 
gether from Centerville Junior High. 
Here's a name to watch for in the 
future - Kyle Swany. e 


David Taylor (1722) 
Uwe Jacobs (1664) 

Italian with a Spanish flavor 
l.e4 e5 2.Bc4 Nf6 3.Nf3 Nc6 4.d3 
Bc5 5.c3 0-0 
(5...d5) 

6.0-0 a6 7.Re1 d6 8.h3 h6 9.Nbd2 
Re8 10.Bb3 b5 11.Nf1 Bb7 12.Ng3 
Na5 13.Bc2 Ba7 14.Nf5 Kh7 


15.Qe2 Ng8 16.Ng5+ 
1" VEGAS 
it. A 


/"t:te 
9" ES 
A MIN m 
Uu RG JY 
HA sive si 
mM xu 














Bl 









c 








Continued on page 16 


f 





T NNNM. 


Chess a 


p TET 











— aa 
La d : 


choo 


Text and pictures by Lanette Chan-Gordon 


At a time when our youth are 
bombarded with video games, 
sports activities and television, one 
educator saw the teaching of chess 
as a vehicle for his students to be 
competitive in an academic field 
while developing and sharpening 
their intellectual and logical think- 
ing skills. 

In the summer of 1996, Dr. J.L. 
Handy, Principal and Superinten- 
dent of the Emery Unified School 
District in Emeryville, decided that 
chess was valuable enough that he 
wanted to make it a required sub- 
ject. He had heard about the suc- 
cessful program offered by Eliza- 
beth Shaughnessy of The Berke- 
ley Chess School, which currently 
has instructors placed in 72 
schools throughout the Bay Area. 
He contacted Mrs. Shaughnessy 
and together they developed a 
comprehensive chess instruction 
program for the district. 

The philosophy of The Berke- 
ley Chess School has been 
adopted by the district. “Through 
the medium of chess, we teach 
critical thinking, problem solving, 
mental discipline, how to deal with 
winning and losing and other skills 
which impact the learning experi- 
ence in the classroom. Chess is fun 


whether played competitively or for 
recreation. It can be learned 
quickly and easily, especially by 
children.” 

All students in fourth through 
eighth grades are required to at- 
tend a chess class once a week 
taught by National Master Roger 
Poehlman and Michael Lyles of 
The Berkeley Chess School. Em- 
ery High School students receive 
instruction from their resident in- 
structor, David Mohr, during the 
lunch break. 

Thousands of books have been 
written about chess. Have you 
ever asked yourself which ones are 
the best? Chess masters with 
years of experience have come to- 
gether with Mrs. Shaughnessy and 
pulled out the best and most ap- 
propriate information to teach 
children. This has been compiled 
into lessons by The Berkeley Chess 
School. Mr. Poehlman and Mr. 
Lyles take the lessons and add 
their own special insights to the 
mix. The result — a successful 
program in the Emery Unified 
School District. 

According to Mrs. LaTecia 
Trotter Brock, Districtwide Chess 
Coordinator, chess helps to “de- 
velop intellectual, logical thinking 


I District 


P articipants 
in the 
Emery 
Unified 
School 
Districts 
2nd annual 
chess 
tournament 






skills. It is required so all kids can 
have an exposure to chess and 
they can determine later in life if 
they want to continue with it.” 

“The chess fever is really 
catching on in our district,” says 
Dr. Handy. “I have seen incred- 
ible growth and heightened inter- 
est in the game over the past two 
years.” 

Each academic year culmi- 
nates in a districtwide competi- 
tion. On April 25, 1998, twenty- 
eight of the best students partici- 
pated in the District's 2nd annual 
chess tournament. Mrs. Elizabeth 
Shebesta, vice-principal at Emery 
Middle School Academy described 
the event as “impressive and up- 
lifting.” 

As an added bonus, a “celeb- 
rity guest” appeared to speak with 
the kids about his own experiences 
as a young player. Vinay Bhat, 
until recently the youngest mas- 
ter in the history of U.S. chess, 
spoke about his style of play, the 
tournaments he has won and the 
different places he has traveled to 
play. But he also spoke of his 
losses, how it is important to not 
let a loss interfere with future 
games and how he prepares men- 
tally. For as much as Mr. Bhat has 
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io be proud of, he was 
, down-to-earth per- 
son Whom the kids 
could relate to. After 
nis presentation, he 
observed several 
games and played with 
students wanting to 
































ants rest their own skills | 
against his. | T 
After six rounds of E E 
iournament play, Binh | 
Nguyen, a sixth grader — ; S 
|! gp Emery Middle 2 ) D. A si Man 
ual School Academy came - E 1 Y A 16. 
| away as the grand e S as a = E ! | | 
ent | champion with a per- a <a om t On 
fect score of 6-0. - 
The results from each 
; ofthe three schools 
| were as follows: | 
| Binh Nguyen (right) was the grand champion with a perfect score of 6-0 
can Emery High School: Emery Middle School Academy: Anna Yates Elementary School: 
and lst place: Tyjun Mack Ist place: Nelson Perez 1st place: Major Castelberry 
fe if 2nd place: Donald Robinson 2nd place: Imani Hanlf 2nd place: Orillous Blacksher 
" 3rd place: Anthony Butler 3rd place: Vien Nguyen 3rd place: Ravi Kerma 
ally 
ays 
'ed- 
ter- 
two The other participants 
were: Chasin Taylor, Tai Phan, 
mi- Toan Phan, Chaz Wiseman, | 
eti- Bryant Singletary, Logan Clark, 
ity- Munish Aggarwal, Andy Ma, 
ici- Tong Nguyen, Hilton Rachal, 
ual Mario Malave, Richard Styner, 
eth William Sweatt, Larry Johnson, 
ery Sunish Aggarwal, Shamarr 
ved Owens, Mackie McDuffy and 
up- William Brown. All players took 
home a trophy they could þe 
eb- proud of. 
rith If you would like more in- 
ces formation about the Emery 
at, Unified School District’s chess 
as- program or The Berkeley Chess 
SS, School, please contact Eliza- 
the beth Shaughnessy at (510) 843- 
the UPS. 
| to 
his 
not | x 
E With his father looking on, Vinay Bhat plays all challengers during his 
jas appearance at the Emery Unified School District tournament. 
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32nd ANNUAL 1998 LERA MEMORIAL DAY 





CLASS CHAMPIONSHIPS 
May 23, 24 & 25th 


In 


139 players | S 
; parent 
Directors: Jim Hurt assisted by Ted Yudacufski the tac 
Computer Programmer: "PairingPro" task fo 
and a 
low. Th 
Class Place Player Prize Score | in whic 
MASTER 1-3 JOHN GREFE 2503 Berkeley, CA $333 4.5 - 1.5 | : 
1-3 MLADEN VUCIC 2451 Berkeley, CA $333 agoro | ES 
1-3 WALTER SHIPMAN 2369 San Francisco. CA $333 AER | 
| Ope! 
EXPERT lst JAMES WAIDE 2044 San Francisco, CA S400 2.0 =G | ET. 
2-3 MICHAEL AIGNER 2094 Stanford. CA $200 4.5-L5 | gor: 
2-9 LARRY SNYDER 2024 Berkeley, CA $200 4.5 - 1.5 | Be 
comple 
A 1-2 | STUART WITTENSTEIN 1941 Fremont. CA $280 5.0-1.0 | no kne 
172 "STEVEN KRASNOV 18958 San Francisco. CA $280 5.0-1.0 7 Kindo 
3rd NEIL REGAN 1989 $140 45-15 [3 
sible te 
B Ist ALBERTO CISNEROS 1547 Cupertino, CA $300 0.0 - 1.0 10 Bx! 
2-8 RON BEN-ZUR 1791 $150 4.5 - 1.5 Th 
2-3 . LATRAELEAGLES 1666 Oakland. CA $150 4.5 - 1.5 n. 
] 
C Ist CONSTANCIO CUSI, JR. 1356 South San Francisco, CA S200 9.9 «0.5 | p 
24 PATRICK NICHOLS 1480 San Jose. CA S67 4.5 - 1.5 11 e5 
2-4 SHAWN HOLLINS 1343 Oakland. CA $67 45-15. TN 
9-4 INN HO SOHN 1268 Mountain View. CA $67 4.5 - 1.5 E 
equ 
D Ist ^ DAVE BROWN 1374 San Jose, CA $100 Boro NEL 
12 Bx 
E lst MARIJO MONT-REYNAUD 1085 Palo Alto. CA $100 40-20 ILES 
| but ni 
F 1-2 . ALEXANDER TSEUNG 989 Fremont, CA $50 4.03210 dear 
-2 ANDRES CIBRIAN 877 Modesto. CA S50 40-20 | E 
Bb7 1 
UNR Ist MAXIMO FAJARDO UNR Vallejo, CA $100 5.5 - 0.5 0-0 14 
; eat] 
16 Na 
gerou: 
BRILLIANCY GAME WINNERS: D 
! Rat 
OPEN, ROMULO FUENTES, 2229, South San Francisco, $25 vinni 
EXPERT, MICHAEL AIGNER, 2094, Stanford. $25 | p^ 
A, STEVEN KRASNOV, 1895, San Francisco, $25 5 E 
B, MATTHEW HO, 1585, San Jose, $25 black 
C, CARL ODEGAARD, 1544, San Jose. $25 rule t 
UNR, ORIN HARRIS, Unrated, Santa Rosa, $25 nc 


; COO OE MM 
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| The Best of 1998 LERA Memorial Day 


| qp the following game, black 

lays an extremely sharp variation 
ifthe Sicilian. It soon becomes ap- 
arent that he is trying to work out 
| ine tactics at the board, a daunting 
sk for a Grandmaster. A mistake 
and a second best move soon fol- 
iow, The result is a one sided affair 
in which white’s ideas dominate. 


Romulo Fuentes [2229] 
Minh Bui [1840] 

| Sicilian - Najdorf [B96] 

| Round 3 

| Open section brilliancy prize 

| 1e4 c5 2 Nf3 d6 3 d4 cd 4 Nxd4 

| M65 Nc3 a6 6 Bg5 e6 7 f4 Qc7!? 

| 8gf3 Nbd7 9 0-0-O b5 

| Believe it or not, this set up is 

completely playable, in that there is 

no known refutation. If this is the 
kind of position you like to play be 
pepared to memorize everything, 
because the tactics will be impos- 
. sible to work out over the board. 
10 Bxf6 gf !? 

There is nothing wrong with re- 
capturing with the knight. A typical 
line might be 10 .. Nxf6 11 e5 Bb7 

. |DQh3 de 13 Nxe6 fe 14 Qxe6-* Be? 
15 fe with complex play. 

11 eb Nb6? 

On the other hand blacks last 
move is a lemon. 11 ... Bb7, booting 
the queen away from the h1 to a8 is 
abetter choice. The knight will be 


y tn 


! needed to defend the Kingside. 


12 Bxb5+ !? 

Astandard tactic in the Najdorf, 
but not necessarily best. It is not 
dear that the materialistic 12 ef 
doesn’t lead to an advantage for 


; white. A typical line might be 12 ... 


Bb7 13 Qh5 [ threatening Nxe6 ] O- 
0-0 14 Ndxb5 ab 15 Nxb5 Qd7 [ or 
Qc5 16 Qxf7 doesn't help matters | 
l6 Na72 Kb8 17 Qa5 with a dan- 
gerous initiative for the piece. 


_ 12... ab 13 Ndxb5 Qb8? 


It is far from clear that white is 
winning if black plays 13 ... Qb7 in- 
stead of the text. If white grabs the 
exchange with 14 Qxb7? Bxb7 15 
Nc7+ Kd7 16 Nxa8 Bxa8 17 de Bh6 
blacks two bishops will eventually 
tule the day after both the f and d 
pawns fall. Relatively better is 14 
Rxd6 Qxf3 15 Nc7+ Ke7 16 gf Ra7 


by 
NM Richard Koepcke 
Photos by Richard Shorman 


17 Rxb6 Rxc7 18 ef+ Ke8 [ if Kxf6 
then Nd5+ is decisive ] 19 Nb5 which 
looks really dangerous. Unfortu- 
nately 19 ... Rd7 saves black, since 
20 Rb8 Kd8 is nothing special for 
white. Black should also be able to 
survive direct assaults like 14 Ne4 
Nc4 15 b3 f5! [ but not 15 ... Q@xb5 
16 Nxf6+ Kd8 17 Qxa8 +- ] and now 
16 Nf6+ Ke7 17 ed+ Kxf6 18 Qc3+ 
e5 19 bc [ Qxc4 Be6 helps black] 
Rxa2 20 Qxe5+ Kg6 21 Rd3 Qxg2 
22 Rg3+ Qxg3 24 hg Bg7 is surpris- 
ingly OK for black. 

14 ed h5? 








The LERA brain trust of 
Jim Hurt ( L ) and Ted 
Yudacufski confer 
between rounds 


Offering the exchange to diffuse 
the attack. The problem is, white is 
just up material after he snaps up 
the offering. Black is better off try- 
ing to grimily hold on with 14 ... Kd8. 
White is still winning after 15 Qh5 
Qb7 16 Nc7 Nc4 17 b3 Qb4 [ other- 
wise, Qxf7 followed by Qxf6+ will be 
decisive ] 18 Qxf7 Bxd6 19 Nc3-b4 
Bd7 20 Qxf6+. 

15 Nc7+ Kd7 16 Nxa8 Nxa8 

Now white has a material advan- 
tage to go with the initiative. 

17 Ne4 Kd8 18 Qc3 Rh6 19 Nxf6? 
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IM John Grefe 
enjoyed first place 
in both March 

and May at LERA 


19 d7! probably would have 

ended the game immediately. After 
19... Bxd7 20 Rxd7+ Kxd7 21 Rdl+ 
Bd6 [ Ke7 22 Qc5+ will soon lead to 
mate] 22 Rxd6+ Qxd6 23 Nxd6 
blacks forces will be to scattered to 
put up any real resistance. 
19 ... Bg7 20 Qa5+ Qb6 21 Qxb6+ 
Nxb6 22 Ne4 Nc4 23 b3 Ne3 24 
Rd3 Nd5 25 Rf1 Rg6 26 Rg3 Ba6 
27 c4 Bh6 28 Rxg6 fg 29 Nc4 
Bxf4+ 30 Rxf4 Nxf4 31 g3 Ne2+ 
32 Kd2 Nxg3 33 hg Bc8 34 Ke3 

The pawn ending that results 

from 34 d7?? Bxd7 35 Nxd7 Kxd7 
36 Ke3 h4 is a draw. 
Since white didn't fall 
for it, black probably 
should have resigned 
somewhere around 
Der. 
34 ... g5 35 Ne4 Kd7 
36 c5 Kc6 37 b4 h4 
38 Ng5 hg 39 Kf3 Kb5 
40 Kg3 Bg7 41 a3 
Ka4 42 Ne6 Ka3 43 
Nf8 Resigns. 

The expert bril- 
liancy game is a clas- 
sic example of what 
happens when one 
side blithely goes after 
a pawn in the opening 
to the exclusion of all 
other considerations. 
Although he succeeds 
in obtaining the de- 
sired material plus, it 
soon becomes appar- 
ent that the subse- 
quent position is not 
maintainable. 





Jason Childress [1962] 
Michael Aigner [2094] 
Giuoco Piano - [C54] 
Round 3 
Expert Section Brillancy Prize 
1 e4 e5 2 Nf3 Nc6 3 Bc4 Bc5 4 c3 

Nf6 5 d3 

No one wants to play the Moller 
Gambit these days (5 d4) because 
of the famous game Barczay- 
Portisch, Hungry 1969. As a result 
the text has become the main line. 
5 ... 0-0 6 0-0 d5!? 

An aggressive, but risky deci- 
sion. Black may have trouble hold- 


Pi 











ing onto his e-pawn. 
7 ed Nxd5 8 b4!? 

The start of a mistaken se- 
quence designed to win a pawn. 
Much better is 8 Rel, putting pres- 
sure on the e-pawn. A sample line 
might be 8 ... Bg4 9 Nbd2 Re8 10 
Qc2 a6 and now 11 b4 Bb6 12 Bb2 
threatens 13 a4 followed by b5 
maintains whites slight imitative. 
Stopping the pin with 8 h3 is an- 
other possibility. 

8 ... Be7 9 b5? 

White should complete his de- 
velopment first before trying to snap 
off the e-pawn. The position is 
roughly equal after 9 Bb2 Bf6 10 
Nbd2. 

Na5 10 Nxe5 Bf6 11 f4 


Lee ll: 


, ^ 

Z 4 
Up “4, 
AE 
t 


TANNA S 
NN 


vo 


BD 


[po 
NN U 


Po 


SC SSSC 
Te 
SS 


Ve 





a 





11... Nxc3! 
A tactical shot that exploits 
whites under developed, and over- 
extended position. 
12 Nxc3 Qd4+ 13 Kh1 Bxe5 
The knight on c3 is not going 
anywhere, so black takes time to ex- 
change off white's only active pieces, 
further weakening his opponents 
pawn structure along the way. 
14 fe Nxc4 15 dc Qxc3 16 Qf3? 
A desperation sacrifice. The 
more direct 16 Ba3 is marginally 
better. However given the state of 
things, mixing it up is not a bad 
idea. 
16 ... Qxal 17 Ba3 Qxe5 18 Bxf8 
B e6 
White has no compensation for 
his two pawns. 
19 Bb4 Bxc4 20 Qxb7 Bd5 Resigns 
There is no hope after 21 Qa6 
Qe4 22 Rgl1 Qxb4. 





The old pro Walter Shipman 
tricked... 


In the following game white is 
caught in one of the most uncom- 
fortable feelings in chess. Being 
tricked by a move order into play- 
ing a position one knows little about. 
The result is some unsure handling 
of the defense and a nice positional 
win for one of the eventual victors 
of the tournament. 


IM Walter Shipman [2385] 
NM Burt Izumikawa [2398] 
Pirc Defense - [B08] 
Round 6 

1 d4 Nf6 2 g3 g6 

Izumikawa prefers to try for a 
transposition to the Kings Indian. I 
wonder what Shipman had in mind 
against 2 .. c5 3 d5 b5!? 
3 Bg2 Bg7 4 e4 d6 5 Nc3 0-0 6 
Nge2 Nbd7 

suddenly the game has trans- 
posed to a Pirc. I'll bet that Burt was 
not feeling all that confident right 
here. I have never seen him play the 
black side of this defense before. The 
pawn structure looks the same as a 
Kings Indian [one of Burt’s main de- 
fenses with black ] but there are 
some subtle differences that change 
the stratagem for black. The text is 
a case in point. Usually black waits 
on this particular knight move, pre- 
ferring c6, Qc7 and a5 first before 
committing the knight to a6 or d7. 
Another plan is 6 ... Nc6 followed 
by e5. 
7 0-0 c6 8 a4 Qc7 9 a5 

Walter told me after the game 
that black should not have allowed 
this cramping move. I'm not so sure, 
in that 8 .. a5 often leaves black with 
some holes to defend on the 
queenside. 
9 ... eb 10 h3 Re8 11 Rel Nf8?! 

Itis not clear that the knight will 
be any better posted on e6, than it 
is on d7. My preference is for Rb8 
followed by b5, trying to undermine 
whites e-pawn. 
12 Be3 ed 

This exchange is not in blacks 
best interest. However it is hard to 
find another constructive move for 
him. 12 ... Ne6 13 d5! Nf8 14 Qd2 
cd 15 ed Bd7 16 Na4 did not work 
out well for black in Nunn-Pfleger 
Plovdiv 1983. Perhaps 12 ... Bd7 13 
Qd2 b6 is worth investigating. 
13 Nxd4 

13 Bxd4 is stronger here, since 
it gives white the option of playing 
e5 in certain variations. 
13 .. Nf8-d7 14 f4 Nc5 15 Bf2 Bd7 





. . . the 'kid' Burt Izumikawa 
with a nasty transposition 


16 b4! 

Taking advantage in the lull in 
play to grab space on the queenside. 
Plans like b4-b5 or a5-a6 loosening 
the long diagonal are in the air. 
16 ... Ne6 17 Qd2 Nxd4 18 Bxd4 
Be6 19 Kh2 Red8 20 Qf2 

The start of a forcing sequence 
aimed at smashing blacks 
queenside. Black has little choice 
but to comply as 20 ... a6 21 Bb6 is 
certainly not good. 

20 ... c5 21 bc dc 











22 Bxf6! 

The point behind the white's 
forcing sequence. Grabbing the c- 
pawn would certainly not be good 
on the account 22 ... Ng4 23 hg Bxc3 
with a good initative for the pawn 
investment (though taking an ex- 
change on the next move is some- 
thing black should avoid). 

Bxf6 23 e5 Be7 24 a6 

The point to white's play from 
move 20 on. Blacks position is no- 
longer defensible. 

24 ... Bc8 (?) 

Black's best chance lay in sac- 
rificing the exchange (24 ... b6) in 
the hopes that the two bishops 
might generate some counter play. 
The text is tantamont to resigning. 
25 Nd5 Qd7 26 Rad1 Resigns 

White will lose at least an ex- 
change. A nice positional demon: 
stration by Walter Shipman. 
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THE 34th ANNUAL 1998 LERA PENNINSULA 
CLASS CHAMPIONSHIPS 


MARCH 14-15, 1998 


161 players 
Directors: Jim Hurt & Ted Yudacufski 
Computer Programmer: “PairingPro” by Robert Massey 


| (lass Place Player Prize Score 
OPEN 1-2 JOHN GREFE 2503 Berkeley, CA $400 8550.5 | 
1-2  MIKE ARNE 2258 Palo Alto, CA $400 3.59 - 0:5 
3-6 CRAIG MAR 2479 Oakland, CA S50 3.0 - 1.0 
3-6 BURT IZUMIKAWA 213 San Carlos, CA $50 3.0 = 1.0 
ore 3-6 WALTER SHIPMAN 2340- San Francisco, CA S50 a= 1.0 
3-6 MARK LAIKHTMAN 1900 Newark, CA S50 3.0 = 1,0 
lin | gXPERT Ist BELA EVANS 2147 San Francisco, CA $400 3.5 - 0.5 
side. 2-4  H.EDWARD SYRETT 2176 Meno Park, CA $133 3.0 - 1.0 
HAUS 2-4 PETER KAPPLER 2088 Mountain View, CA SI33 dT. do 0 
iu 2-4 MARTIN MARSHALL 1967 San Francisco, CA $133 3.0 - 1.0 
ence TE 1-2 WILLIAM WHITNEY 1892 Berkeley, CA $280 3.5 - 0.5 
[ee 12 LATRAEL EAGLES 1655 Oakland, CA $280 4:5 — 0.5 
Voice 35 WILLIAM TATE 1894 San Mateo, CA $47 3.0 - 1.0 
6 is 3-5 ROD MCCALLEY 1880 Palo Alto, CA S47 ds: T. 
d DAVID LISCHINSKY 1805 Palo Alto, CA $47 3.0 - 1.0 
B Ist | ALFRED ABRAHAM 1778 Capitola, CA $300 4.0 - 0.0 
2nd DEREK LAU 1386 San Jose, CA $180 8.50.5 
9D KEVIN STORMS 1705 Turlock, CA $40 3.0 - 1.0 
ocu FRED MOULDEN 1663 Sunnyvale, CA $40 3.0 - 1.0 
3-5  ANDREW PERCEY 1644 San Jose, CA $40 3.0 - 1.0 
ie Ist CARL ODEGAARD 1514 San Jose, CA $200 4.0 - 0.0 | 
2-3 EVAN SKOWVONSKI 1532 Tracy, CA $100 d$. ose 5 | 
2-3 ERIC TOLENTINO 1490 San Francisco, CA $100 8.5 «0:5 | 
it , ) 
ca [E 1-5 ROBERT HAN 1390 Fremont, CA $20 3:0. -« 1:0 
‘ood | 1-5 ALBERTO CISNEROS 1299 Cupertino, CA $20 3.0 - 1.0 
3xc3 1-5 MICHAEL LANE 1264 San Jose, CA S20 3.0 - 1.0 
awn 1-5 CHRIS LOCKARD 1190 San Jose, CA $20 3.0 - 1.0 
ex- 1-5 | KENNETH WU 1076 Cupertino, CA $20 3.0 - 1.0 
me- 
E lst CHRIS WAROFF 1093 Santa Clara, CA $100 3.5 74b 
om if Ist | HAN ZHANG 948 Palo Alto, CA $100 3.0 - 1.0 
UNR 1-2 CHUNG NGUYEN UNR Milpitas, CA S50 4.0 - 0.0 
sac- | A, NARASIMHAY YADAVALLI UNR Sunnyvale, CA $50 4.0 - 0.0 
) in 
ops BRILLIANCY GAME WINNERS: 
lay. | 
ing. OPEN, MARK LAIKTHMAN, 1900, Newark, CA 
EXPERT, ROBERT WHITAKER, 2000, Pleasant Hill, CA 
ES A, STEVEN KRASNOV, 1923, San Francisco, CA 
On: B, TREVOR BAUER, 1687, Campbell, CA | 
Ed ee 
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We Report and photos by James Bauman Ti 


few te: 
History to tha 


The Arcata Chess Club was formed in January 1997 to fill the void left when the Northwest Chess Association 
dissolved in the fall of 1996. The Northwest Chess Association was run by Richard Heusler and Bob Phillips and 
we owe a thank you to both men as many of our initial players were members of this association. We run seven 
Swiss tournaments a year with the last tournament including a section for the club championships. For informa- 
tion on the Arcata Chess Club, contact James Bauman at 707-822-7619 















1997-1998 Club Events 
The 1997 club championship was held last November and December. First place was won by Michael Taylor 
with Bob Snyder and Sylver Blake Good tying for second. The 1998 January Open was won by Bob Clayton while 
1998 March Open was won by James Bauman. Both Clayton and Bauman were undefeated 
in their respective tournaments. 


oo 
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l 


llerecord 
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Scholastic Events 
The April 4th Scholastic in Arcata consisted of two sections. In the advanced section, Fred Hope of Bloomfield 
Elementary in Arcata tied with Terry Wolf from McKinleyville JHS. Fred won the speed playoff to take home the top 


trophy. In the beginners section, Alex Hockenson, Jed Davis, and Andrew Martin all tied for first with Alex winning 
the playoff. 


Humboldt County Scholastic Championships - May 30 


Section Place Name School Teams Place School City 
High School lst Benjie Limtetkia Arcata HS High School Ist Arcata Arcata 
2nd Shantaram Jones Arcata HS 2nd Eureka Eureka 
ord Matt Frentz Eureka HS 
Jr High lst Pacific Union Arcata 
Jr High lst Alex Hockenson Pacific Union 2nd Jacoby Creek Arcata / en Rus 
2nd Joe Seveidla Jacoby Creek ard Zoe Barnhum Eureka s TM 
ard Chris Meekin Zoe Barnhum 
Elementary lst Bloomfield Arcata y v« 
Elementary Ist Fred Hope Bloomfield 2nd Todd Thomas Fortuna | MTD p 
2nd Evan Markegood Todd Thomas 3rd St Mary’s Arcata scab 
3rd Jed Davis St Mary’s : 





(Right) Elementary Cham- 
pion Bloomfield team (L to 
R ) Cyrus Meyers, Fred 
Hope and Michael 
Lindemann 
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(above) Benjie Limtetkia 
with Ist place High 
School Trophy. Dr. Jerry 
Jackson ( r ) from the 
Eureka Teen Center 
helped organize the tour- 

nament | 





(Left) Scholastic ac- 
tion in Arcata with 
Evan Markegood on ;/ 
the left facing Fred ELS 


Hope lt Thrill « 
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Tulare-Kings-Fresno Chess for Kids 97-98 Season 
A Photo Essay 


Photos by proud parents, coaches and teachers. 


The 1997-1998 Tulare-Kings-Fresno Chess for Kids season featured six tournaments, 480 kids, 1200 games, a 
few tears and a lot of smiles. Tournament directors Allan Fifield, Bonnie Yost, Darren Russell, and Hans Borm wish 
io thank our school hosts and we hope that the following pictures illustrate some of the joy of our season: 







The end of à round with 102 kids at Carden School in 
Fresno 6 ap 
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lin Russell looks 

Yi Bonnie Yost 

Iis her first solo as 
a TD at Jefferson 
TE in Dinuba 


Winners of the 7-12th section at yir dg Ll 
in Dinuba . "m 
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School in March 
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Piedmont Middle School Wins State Championship; 


In their first appearance as a 
team, Piedmont Middle School 
emerged as 1998 CalChess state 
champions, finishing a half-point 
ahead of Hopkins Jr. High of Fre- 
mont. Piedmont was led by Elliot 
Temple, who scored 5.5 out of 6 to 
share individual co-championship 
for the second straight year. Alex 
Isenstadt and Monty Peckham 
added scores of 4.5/6 and sixth 
grader Ian Huey’s win in the final 
round pulled him up to four points 
and provided the team with the 
needed margin of victory. Cameron 
Huey (3.5), David Pescetti (3.5), 
andAaron Fung (3) rounded out the 
all-around excellent effort of these 
young players. 

Hopkins had won the state title 
in four of the last five years, and had 
taken the national title in 1996, so 
the Piedmonters were bucking tra- 
dition in this strong field. Following 
Piedmont and Hopkins were Biggs 
Middle, and St. Mark’s, the latter 
also being a traditional power- 
house. 

Following this success, the team 
travelled to Phoenix in the first 
weekend in May to swap combina- 
tions with the best in the country at 
the 26th National Junior High 
School Championships. Piedmont 
took only five players, and with each 
team’s top four scores counting, 
they needed good results from ev- 
eryone. Many of the other teams 
consisted of fifteen to thirty mem- 


Ties for Third in U.S. 


by Mark Brown 


bers. 

Piedmont had a very rocky start, 
hovering near tenth-place by the 
midway point. In the penultimate 
round they pulled up to a tie for fifth, 
and in the final showdown they put 
it all together to tie for third, taking 
fourth place on tie-breaks. 

Elliot Temple again played ex- 
emplary chess, taking six of seven 
games, to take sixth in the country; 
Peckham and Isenstadt again pro- 
vided the two-three punch with five 
and four points, respectively. Aaron 
Fung also had four points, tallying 
a clutch last round victory. 

In a side event, Temple and fel- 
low Berkeley Chess School product 
Liam MacDermed streaked to a per- 
fect 14-0 crush of the competition 
in the national bug-house champi- 
onship. 

I have to give enormous credit 
to Robert Tanner and his Arizona 
staff for the smooth running of this 
mammoth tournament. It was a 
model of efficiency and a perfect site 
for chess. 

You will find two games below, 
one each by Elliot Temple and Alex 
Isenstadt from the state champion- 
ship. 


Alex Isenstadt (1289) 
Akash Deb (1552) 
CalChess State Junior High 
School Championships (4) 
Closed Sicilian[B23] 
1.e4 c5 2.Nc3 Nc6 3.g3 Nf6 4.Bg2 


d6 5.d3 e5 6.Bg5 Be7 7.Nge2 Bg4 
8.h3 Bh5 9.g4 Bg6 10.f4 exf4 
11.Nxf4 Qd7 12.a4 Nxg4 13.Qxg4 
Qxg4 14.hxg4 Bxg5 15.Nfd5 0-0. 
O 16.a5 Nd4 17.Kd1 h5 18.a6 b5 
19.Ne2 Nxe2 20.Kxe2 hxg4 
21.Rxh8 Rxh8 22.Nb6+! Ke7 
23.Nd5+ Kb8 24.Ra5 Kc8 25.Rxb5 
Rd8 26.Rb7 Rd7 27.Nb6+! axbé 
28.Rxd7 Kxd7 29.a7 Bf6 30.c3 
Be5 31.a8=Q g3 32.Qb7+ Ke6 
33.Qxb6 Bh5« 34.Kd2 Bf4. 
35.Kc2 Be2 36.Qb3+ Kf6 37.Qd5 
g5 38.Qf5+ Ke7 39.d4 c4 40.Kb1 
Be3 41.Ka2 Bd3 42.Qf3 Bf4 43.45 
{6 44.Q¢4 Bd2 45.Kb2 Bf4 46.d6 
Be5 47.Qe6+ Kf8 48.Qc8+ Kg7 
49.bxc4 Be2 50.c5 dxc5 51.d6 
Kh6 52.d7 Bg4 53.Qh8+ 1-0 


Elliot Temple (1660) 
Monyrith Meas (959) 
CalChess State Junior High 
School Championships (2) 
London System [A48] 
1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 e6 3.Bf4 Be7 4.e3 
0-0 5.Nbd2 b6 6.Bd3 Bb7 7.c3 d6 
8.h3 Nbd7 9.a4 Nd5 10.Bh2 Re8 
11.Qe2 c5 12.Nc4 N7f6 130-0 Nc7 
14.Rfd1 Qd7 15.dxc5 bxcd 
16.Nxd6 Bxd6 17.Bxd6 Ncd5 
18.Bxc5 e5 19.Bb5 Bc6 20.c4 
Bxb5 21.axb5 Qc7 22.cxd5 Qxc5 
23.Racl Qb4 24.e4 Nxe4 25.Rc4 
Qxb5 26.Rxe4 Qb7 27.Rxe5 Red8 
28.d6 h6 29.Re7 Qc6 30.Ne5 Qc5 
31.Nxf7 Rf8 32.d7 Rxf7 33.d=Q+ 
Rxd8 Rf8 35.Rxf8+ Kxf8 36.Re8+ 

Kf7 37.Qe6# 1-0 





Continued from page 7 


16...Kg6 


If 16...hxg5 17.Qh5+ Nh6 and it’s 
still a game unless White can im- 
prove on 18.Nxg7 Qf6 19.Nxe8 
Bxf2+ 20.Kfl Rxe8 21.Bxg5 Qg6 
22.Qxg6+ Kxg6 23.Kxf2 Kxg5 
17.Nh4+ Kf6 18.Qf3+ 1-0 

If you are scoring at home, all 
your pieces should still be on the 
board. 


Andrew Handler (1712) 
Robert Fojt (2065) 
Sicilian Grand Prix 

1.e4 c5 2.Nc3 d6 3.f4 Nf6 4.Nf3 
g6 5.Bc4 e6 6.0-0 Bg7 7.d3 0-0 
8.Qe1 d5 9.Bb3 dxe4 10.dxe4 Nc6 
11.Qh4 Nd4 12.Kh1 Nxb3 13.axb3 
b6 14.f5 exf5 15.Bg5 h6 16.Bxh6 
Bxh6 17.Qxh6 Ng4 18.Qf4 Kg7 
19.Rad1 Qe7 20.h3 fxe4 21.Nxe4 
{5 22.Neg5 Nf6 23.Rfel Qb7 
24.Re5 Re8 25.Rxe8 Nxe8 
26.Qe5+ Kf8 

27.Qh8+ Ke7 28.Re1+ 1-0 


Everett Holmes (1478) 
Philip Freihofner (1689) 
Spanish Open Variation 


1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 
Nf6 5.0-0 Nxe4 6.Re1?! ( d5 ) 6... 
Nc5 7.Bxc6 dxc6 8.Nxe5 Be7 9.d4 
Ne6 10.Qh5 0-0 11.c3 f6 12.Ng4 
Re8 13.Nd2 Nf4 14.Qh4 Ng6 
15.Q@g3 Bd6 16.Rxe8+ Qxe8 
17.Qf3 Bxg4 

17...Qel+ 18.Nfl Bxg4 19.Qxg4 
Bxh2+ 20.Kxh2 Qxfl 

18.Qxg4 Qel+ 19.Nfl Re8 20.b3 
f5 21.Qxf5 Rf8 22.Qc2 Rxf2 
23.Qd3 Rxfl+ 24.Qxf1 Bxh2+ 0-1 
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1.c4 : 
Nf6 5 
8.9c2 
11.gx 
Qc8 

16.K2 
Nf4+ 

2].K] 


Re 


l.e4 
a6 


for it 
pose 








Bg4 
‘xf4 
Xg4 
0-0- 
) b5 
Xg4 
Kc7 
xb5 
xb6 
).c3 
Ke6 
£44 
Qd5 
Kb] 
).d5 
:.d6 
Kg7 
..d6 


1.e3 
) d6 
Re8 
Nc7 
xcb 
cd5 
).c4 
Ixcb 
Rc4 
ed8 


Qc5 


leg. 


Ba4 
HB... 
9.d4 
Ng4 
Ng6 
xe8 


)xg4 


D.b3 
'xf2 
. 0-1 





Mar and Brown tie in 


1998 Berkeley Chess Club Championship 


Craig Mar (2479) and Mark 
grown (2009) each scored 6. 5 points 
inthe 8- round Berkeley Chess Club 
championship held during March 
and April, splitting $230 of the $540 
prize fund. Craig missed two 


rounds, but won the title by defeat- 


by Alan Glasscoe 
Annotated game by Mark Brown 


ing Mark in the seventh round. 94 
players competed in the tournament 
directed by Alan Glasscoe, David 
Goldfarb, and Kurt Jacobs. Kurt 
produced bulletins for each round. 
A complete list of prize winners fol- 
lows. 










Craig Mar 

Mark Brown 

Wade Regensberg 
David Goldfarb 
Clark Carino 

Phil Freihofner 
Dwight Kearney 
Santiago Lozano 
Brendan MacIntyre 


 1st-2nd: 
E 
Under 2000: 


| Under 1800: 
- Under 1600: 









s | Andrew Fan 
Under 1400: David Steel 
"Under 1200: Jonathan Fan 
Unrated: James Tang 
Under 12: Simion Kreimer 

Ricky Grijalva 





Musselman (2009) - 
Grijalva (1274) 
BCC Championship (1) 
Dutch defense 


Lc4 f5 2.d4 g6 3.g3 Bg7 4.Bg2 
Nf6 5.Nf3 0-0 6.0-0 d6 7.Nc3 Qe8 
8.Qc2 e5 9.dxe5 dxe5 10.e4 f4 
11.gxf4 Nh5 12.Nd5 Bg4 13.Nxc7 
Qc8 14.Nxa8 Bh3 15.f5 Bxg2 
16.Kxg2 gxf5 17.exf5 Rxf5 18.Nc7 
Nf4+ 19.Bxf4 Rxf4 20.Nd5 Qg4+ 
21.Kh1 Qxf3+ 0-1 


Regensberg (2112) - Brown 
(2009) 
BCC Championship (6) 
Sicilian Paulsen [B42] 
l.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 
a6 
The Paulsen, or Kan, is known 
for its flexibility. Black can trans- 
pose to Scheveningen set-ups, Or 


1998 Berkeley Chess Club Championship 





(2479) 6.5 $115 
(2009) 6.5 115 
(2112) 5.5 $ 40 
[ny 58 40 
(1509) 5.5 40 
(871). 5.0 $ 15 
(1848 5.0 15 
Dv 50 $25 
(1457) 5.0 $15 
(1421) ..5.0 15 
(1364) 5.0 $25 
(1167) 45 $ 25 

4.0 $ 25 
(1410) 3.5 $20 
(1274) $ 10 


try for the shallower waters of the 
Taimanov with an eventual Nge7. 
5.Bd3 Qc7 6.0-0 Bc5 7.Nb3 Be7 
The Bishop retreat to a7 is be- 
ing played with increasing fre- 


quency; in this case, White can 
neutralize the Ba7 with Qe2 and 
Be3, but then White's King- 
side play is stalled. 
8.Be3 Nf6 9.Qe2 d6 10.N1d2?! 
This seems to be a misplace- 
ment of the knight. I don’t see what 
its role might be in the coming 
battle. On d2, the knight has no 
say concerning the important d5 
square. 
10...Nbd7 11.Rae1 0-0 12.Kh1 b6 
I was leary of over-extending too 
soon on the Q-side, so I wanted to 
avoid  12...b5 13.a4 b4 14.Nc4 
13.f4 Bb7 14.Qf3 e5 15.Qh3 b5 
16.Nc1? 
White should have gone in for 


California Cbess jour al e Summer 1998 


16.f5 looking for a kingside pawn 
avalanche, perhaps. But I was 
prepared to take the initiative with 
a central counter 16...d5! 17.Bg5 
Nc5 and White has problems hold- 
ing the position together. Now that 
the white knight can’t get to d4 im- 
mediately, my next move is fortu- 
itously timed. 










Xx Hm A. Tin 


P P, 


"mim 








" E MES 
RGY m 
GN SYD 





16...exf4! 17.Bxf4 Ne5 18.Bxe5 
dxe5 19.Ne2 Bc8! 

Intending to reposition the 
bishop to e6, where it can continue 
its watch on d5, but also influ- 
ence the kingside if necessary. 
20.Qg3 Nh5 21.Qf3 g6 22.Nc3 Be6 
23.Nd5 Bxd5 24.exd5 Nf4 25.c3 
Nxd3 26.Qxd3 f5 27.Qe2 e4 

This is the one of the nice points 
of the Sicilian. Black attains a de- 
cisive central pawn majority with 
great momentum. Note that the b5 
pawn clips off any reinforcements 
to the “lost brigade" at d5. 
28.c4 bxc4 29.Nxc4 Qc5 30.b3 
Rad8 31.d6 Bxd6 32.Nxd6 Rxd6 
33.Rcl Qb5 34.Qe3 Rfd8 35.h3 
Rd2 36.Qg5 Qe2 37.Rcel Qb5 

Otherwise the f-pawn hangs. We 
have both been in “blitz” mode for 
several moves. 
38.a4 Qed 39.b4 R8d7 40.b5 axb5d 
41.axb5 R8d3 

The transparent threat of 
42...Rxh34 43.gxh3 Qh2 mate keeps 
White on his toes. 
42.Re3 Rd1 43.Reel 0-1 

Rather than liquidate and suf- 
fer further, Wade graciously resigned 
before I could find a quiet continu- 
ation. 


Ly 





Hot Summer Days In The Capital City 


by 
John McCumiskey 


The first thing to note is that the 


days didn’t live up to the billing “Hot 
Summer”. The weekend of June 19, 
20, and 21 saw temperatures no 
warmer than 88 degrees! The week- 
end started on Friday with the Hot 
Summer Days Game in 10 tourna- 
ment. This five round Swiss paid 
$275 to the 18 players. The tourna- 
ment ended in a tie for 1st.-2nd Place 
by Mladen Vucic & Robby Adamson 
at 4.5-0.5 who each won $85. 

The main event was the Hot 
summer Days Swiss on June 20/ 
21 which was sponsored by Sacra- 
mento Chess Club. Tournament 
Organizer & TD was John 
McCumiskey. The Howard Johnson 
Hotel saw 54 players compete in a 4 
round Swiss compete for $1550 in 
total prizes. 


Open - Round 3 

Mladen Vucic (2461) 
James MacFarland (2267) 
ECO D58 
1. d4 e6 2. c4 Nf6 3. Nf3 d5 4. 
Nc3 Be7 5. Bg5 O-O 6. e3 h6 7. 
Bh4 b6 8. Rc1 Bb7 9. Bxf6 Bxf6 
10. cxd5 exd5 11. Qb3 c6 12. Be2 
Nd7 13. O-O Re8 14. Rfdl Nf8 
15. Bfl Rb8 16. a3 c5 17. dxc5 
bxc5 18. Nxd5 Bxd5 19. 
Qxd5Qxd5 20. Rxd5 Ne6 21. Ne5 
Nc7 22. Rdxc5 Bxe5 23. Rxe5 
Rxe5 24. Rxc7 Rxb2 25. g3 g5 
26. g4 Re6 27. Bd3 Rd6 28. Rc3 
a5 29. e4 Kg7 30. a4 Rd4 31. Ra3 
Rd2 32. Bb5 Rxe4 33. Rf3 Rxg4+ 
34. Kfl Rf4 35. Rxf4 gxf4 36. Kg2 
Kf6 37. Be8 Rd8 38. Bb5 Ke5 39. 
Kf3 f5 40. Ba6 Rd4 41. Bb5 Rb4 
42. Bd7 Rb3+ 43. Kg2 Ra3 44. h4 
Kd6 45. Be8 Kc5 46. h5 Kb4 47. 
Bd7 Kc5 48. Bb5 Kd6 49. Be8 Ke7 
50. Bb5 Kf6 51. Bc6 Kg5 52. Be8 
Kg4 O-1 


1600-1999 Section - Round 3 
Ceasar Cuellar (1748) 
Imada Todd (1759) 

. ECO A48 
1. d4 Nf6 2. Bg5 g6 3. Nf3 Bg7 4. 
e3 d6 5. Bd3 O-O 6. Nbd2 Nbd7 7. 
c3 e5 8. h4 Qe8 9. Qc2 h5 10. O- 
O-O Ng4 11. Rdf1 Nb6 12. Nh2 






Open Section (13 players): 


lst Place: James MacFarland, 4.0-0.0, $240 & trophy | 
2nd Place: James Burden, 3.0-1.0, $140 "A 
Ist Place U2200: Michael Aigner 2.5-1.5 


Ceasar bj 
Cuellar N 
considers 
Possibilities 
EM 









s 


2 





2nd Place U2200: Gregg Richter & Julia Vizcaino, 2.0-2.0, $37.50 each 


1600-1900 Section (16 players): 


Ist Place: Ceasar Cuellar, 3.5-0.5, $190 & trophy 
2nd Place & Ist U1800: Curtis Munson & Todd Imada, 3.0-1.0, $112.50 


each 


2nd Place U1800: Calixto Magaoay & Alberto Cisneros, 2.5-1.5, $40 each 


Under 1600 Section (25 players, 13 of which were Juniors!!!) 
Ist Place: Daniel Schwarz, 4.0-0.0, $180 & trophy 

2nd Place: John Goudy & Scott Fowler, 3.5-0.5, $50 each 

Ist Place U1400: Earl March, 3.0-1.0, $90 

2nd Place U1400: Gerald Schwarz & Alan Tempkin, 2.5-1.5, $35 each 
Ist Junior, David McDaniel, 3.0-1.0, $50.00 


Both James MacFarland and Ceasar Cuellar both repeated their vic- 
tories from the Sacramento Chess Championship held J anuary 31 & Feb- 
ruary 1 of this year! Below are a game from each of them in this event: 


(This is where the second player 
lost a valuable opportunity in 12...f6 
eventually winning a bishop for a 
couple of pawns and some uncom- 
fortable king position. Chess is full 
of tough decisions; however, I can- 
not calculate anything favorable for 
white. Darren Russell.) 
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12... f5 13. Nxg4 hxg4 14. f3 gxf3 
15. gxf3 Qa4 16. Qxa4 Nxa4 17. 
Bce4+ Kh7 18. h5 gxh5 19. Be7 
Kh6 20. Bxf8 Bxf8 21. Rfg1 Be7 
22. f4 e4 23. Bf7 h4 24. Rg8 Nb6 
25. Rhg1 Kh7 26. R1g7+ Kh6 27. 
Rg6+ Kh7 28. R8g7+ Kh8 29. Bg8 
1-0 

Finally, the California Scholas- 
tic 3rd Grade Champion, 8 year old 
Daniel Schwarz, ended up with the 
only perfect score in the Under 1600 
section. In this game, he shows pa- 
tient defense before his opponent 


cracks under the pressure. 


Under 1600 Section - Round 3 
Bruce Stone (1400) 
Daniel Schwarz (1160) 
ECO A05 

1. Nf3 g6 2. g3 Bg7 3. Bg2 Nf6 4. 
d3 d6 5. O-O O-O 6. Nbd2 Nbd7 7. 
e4 c5 8. a4 Ne8 9. Rb1 Nc7 10. b3 
a6 11. Bb2 Nf6 12. Nc4 Rb8 13. 
Nb6 Ne6 14. a5 Nd7 15. Bxg7 Kxg7 
16. Nc4 b5 17. axb6 Nxb6 18. 
Nxb6 Qxb6 19. Qd2 Bd7 20. Qc3« 
Kg8 21. Qd2 Kg7 22. c3 Bc6 23. 
h4 d5 24. Ne5 dxe4 25. Nxc6 Qxc6 
26. Bxe4 Qd6 27. Bf3 Rb6 28. h5 
Qe5 29. h6+ Kg8 30. Rfel Ng531. 
Bg2 Qf6 32. Qe3 Ne6 33. Bd5 Qxc3 
34. Rbc1 Qd4 35. Qf3 Rd6 36. Bc4 
ao 37. Kg2 Qb2 38. Ral Qc3 39. 
Racl Qb4 40. Ral Nd4 41. Qe3 
Nc6 42. Qf4 Qb7 43. Kg1 Rf6 44. 
Qe4 Qd7 45. Bb5 Qd4 46. Qxd4 
Nxd4 47. Rxa5 Nf3+ 48. Kfl1 Nxel 
49. Kxel g5 50. Bc4 Rc8 51. Ra7 
Kf8 52. Rb7 Rxh6 53. Ke2 Rd6 
54. Ke3 f5 0-1 

What is most impressive to note 
is Daniel’s post mortem analysis 
where he quickly showed lines that 
appeared plausible for Black, but 
would have led to a losing game. @ 
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i (mr THE THIRTY-SECOND ANNUAL 
Ww vc 1998 LERA SUNNYVALE CLASS CHAMPIONSHIPS 
E 





Saturday and Sunday, August 15th & 16th. 





| DATE 


PLACE LERA Auditorium B/160, corner of Mathilda Ave. & Java St., Sunnyvale (take Bayshore Freeway to the North 
Mathilda offramp; then go seven blocks north on Mathilda to Java St; B/160 is on the far left corner; 408/747-9167) 


DIRECTOR Jim Hurt, assisted by Ted Yudacufski (National Tournament Director) of Monterey. 


TYPE Four round Swiss with eight separate divisions, each division with its own prizes. In pairing an odd numbered 
group, we promote a high player from the next highest group to yield an even number in the odd numbered group. 
PRIZES Division: Open Expert A B C D E F Unrated 
First Prize: $500 $400 $350 $300 $200 $100 $100 $100 $100 
Second Prize: $300 $240 $210 $180 $120 
Third Prize: $200 $160 $140 $120 $ 80 


The prize fund is based on 160 paid entries. If the paid entries exceed 160 players, then the prize fund will be increased and if the paid 
entries are less than 160 the prize fund will be decreased. A player can play up only one class; exception: an unrated player can play 
up only into the Open division. A total of eight brilliancy prizes may be awarded, one for each division. J unior prizes may be awarded. 





SCHEDULE ITEM STARTING TIME TIME CONTROL 
Registration 8 to 9:30 am Saturday 30 moves in 90 minutes, T = PEDE 
Round One 10:30 am Saturday 30 moves in 60 minutes, : 
Round Two 4:00 pm Saturday 10 moves in 10 minutes 
Round Three 9:30 am Sunday thereafter 
Round Four 3:00 pm Sunday 


ENTRY FEES Mail: The entry fee for the Open or Expert division is $40, for the A 
or B division is $35, and for the C, D, E or Unrated division is $30, if 
mailed by August 10th. If paid Saturday morning, all entry fees will 
v3 be $5 more. The entry fee for K through 6th Graders who have 










Ts e ratings below 1100 points is $15, and they may play in a separate 

` division. — : 
E CONDITIONS _Inordertostart the first round on time, we are incorporating a new policy: white to Win Ino "Moves 
7 7 Y ou must be at the registration desk prior to 9:30 am in order to be paired in the first round. If you arrive after 9:30 
). b3 am, you will either geta 1/2 point bye, or be paired against another late entry. 1/2 Point Byes are available. All players 
13. must be USCF members or become members at the tournament. CCA ratings may be used at the discretion of the 


(xg7 tournament director. 
For more information, call Jim Hurt (970) 285-7041 or after August 10th call Ken Stone (408) 629-5530. 











18. | 
Jc3+ | 
23. | SNACK BAR Food and refreshments available at the LERA snack bar. 
)xc6 
.h5 ^ NEXT EVENT Thenext LERA chess tournament will be held Thanksgiving weekend, 1998. 
| 31. 

PE MS os Se rad ee ea ene we Cea RP ry a ae ee RE ee fe 
o, | ws ENTRY FORM 
se. g USCF Rati 
Qe3 Name Phone Alo r D. D coUe. : ting 
44. ; ; 

Address Cit Zi 
xd4 | a p 
xel | Name & Date of the last tournament you played in: Your Age: 
Ra7 
Exp. Date USCF dues: $35.00 - adult , $15 - under 20 





Rd6 USCF Identity Number 


note 
ysis į Entry Fee*: The Open or Expert division is $40.00, the A or B division is $35.00, and the C, D, E, or Unrated Division is $30.00 (Circle your division). 
that | *If mailed by August 10th, otherwise entry fees are $5 more. Make check payable to LERA Chess Club. 
but | 
@ | Mailto: Jim Hurt, LERA Chess Club, P.O. Box 60451, Sunnyvale, CA 94088 Amount of check 
aS a tdem CM MEL COLLE Cm LE. 
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LETTERS 10 me EDITOR 


Dear Editor: 


I have read a great deal lately about the concept of 
One Member One Vote (OMOV) in the USCF. I don’t see 
OMOV as the real solution to the problems of growth 
for the USCF. USCF does not attract nearly as many 
adult members as it “should” because USCF tourna- 
ments are not seen by enough chess playing adults as a 
fun, worthwhile thing to do. 

Everyone has their own opinions on how to encour- 
age more adult participation. In my humble opinion, 
ordinary members want more tournaments available. 
In general, casual players are less interested in the “big 
prize” extravaganzas that appeal to the professionals 
and the organizers and more interested in an abun- 
dance of fun, club-level events. This calls for a return to 
grass-roots club promotion, and an effort to emphasize 
that chess tournaments should be fun and inclusive. I 
am sure that many of us have been to a tournament or 
club or two where the point seemed to be less about 
inclusive fun and more about a few folks playing one 
another to the exclusion of almost everyone else. I am 
Sure many of us are tired of tournament alternatives 
which stretch across holiday weekends at entry fees as 
high as two hundred forty dollars; in my area, I note in 
the local chess column that attendance was way down 
for such a local memorial day affair. 

As a side note, the sheer discourtesy which seems 
to flow from some chess players today would be amus- 
ing if it weren't discouraging attendance—who wants to 
play in tournaments in which boorishness is not only 
tolerated but even sometimes lauded? I don’t see how 
either OMOV or not OMOV will impact the issues of 
how to make chess have broader appeal at the tourna- 
ment level...a return to the fun, cordial tournaments 
that made USCF chess more fun as little as 20 years 
ago than it is today. Absent such an incentive to create 
the needed quarter million active adult USCF mem- 
bers, I don’t see how professionals are going to have the 
fan base to really earn money off chess in a big way. 

OMOY is interesting (and in my opinion, preferable), 
but OMOV is not a panacea for the what I think are the 
real problems.....one simply cannot grow a game with- 
out substantial grass-roots interest (which fuels media 
attention, corporate sponsorships, etc.), and everyone 
might be better suited worrying about how to put on 
more good weekend Swiss tourneys and quads than the 
labyrinths of USCF internal politics. 


Sincerely, 
Robert Nunnally 


Editor: Thanks for your contribution There is a definite 
need for more low cost ‘fun’ adult tournaments. 


To the Editor, 


I think Mark Duckworth and myself may have 
been the only people in Southern California who 
owned Micromate clocks.The red LEDs were neat 
in-doors but were invisible in bright light. The 
could have been bigger too. It was a great blitz Clock 
and would have been a good tournament clock but 
I didn’t trust the batteries to stay charged that 
long. The switches on top were too small so] rigged 
a rocker-adapter but they were also too fragile for 
blitz and I had to replace them with sturdier metal 
switches. Programming it was not a cinch which 
made it unpopular at work. I finally pitched mine 
when its internal Ni-Cads would no longer hold a 
charge. Too bad because today's digitals look 
kludgey and klutzy by comparison although obvi- 
ous strides have been made in battery and LCD 
technology and price. 


Regards, 
Al Pena 


Editor: Thanks for your informative reply to my re- 
quest last issue for additional information on this 
first digital chess clock. 


Dear Mr. Fifield. 


Could you kindly tell me how you can produce 
such a wonderful chess magazine for only 12 dol- 
lars per year? Do you have a special printer or are 
your overhead expenses negligible? Is it a secret 
how much producing one issue costs and who does 
the printing for you? Anyway, congratulations on 
a great job you are doing! 


Best regards, 
Val Zemitis 


Editor: Thanks for you kind comments. Here’s our 
secret for producing four great issues for only $12 
per year: 1. Our staff is incredibly underpaid and 
2. We lose money on each and every issue. Ona 
more serious note, the CCJ in printed by Jostens 
Printing & Publishing of Visalia CA which also 
printed a series of fine chess books for Hypermodern 
Press. 


og” , 7 j 
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Dear Editor: 


I read “An Interview with Tom and Carolyn” in the 
Spring issue of California Chess Journal, and I have a 


question: 
Was CalChess founded by Dorsch and Withgitt, or 


found by them’? 


Old Copies of Chess Voice were apparently published 
by CalChess (Northern California Chess Association), 
“The USCF state chapter for Northern California.” Years 
1976-1979 were labeled volumes 9-12, so it seems to 
date back at least to 1968; and they name current 
CalChess VP Hans Poschmann on their officer list, so 
there is a link. If you don’t know the answers to my Q's, 
perhaps you could consult Mr. Poschmann. 

Of course, it’s possible that CalChess went defunct, 
lay dormant for a while, and was revived. Although "re- 
vived” might then be more accurate, I wouldn't object 
to its revivers being considered founders. 

But as the spring 1998 CCJ itself is Volume 12 Num- 
ber 1, the “revived (?)” CalChess would seem to date 
back at least to 1987 — probably further, given their 
habit of playing “catch up” with the publication sched- 
ule. Tom Dorsch is quoted in CCJ as claiming to have 
co-founded CalChess in 1990; these can’t both be true. 

There is also credit I've heard a longtime director 
give to Mr. Dorsch, saying he "doubled [CalChess] mem- 
bership when he took it over." "Took it over" doesnt 


sound like “founded” in this context; also, had he co- 


founded CalChess, then doubling the membership 


would have left it at — zero! 

Far be it from me to question Mr. Dorsch's contri- 
butions; in fact I give him the utmost credit for being 
the only USCF officer to tell us all the grim financial 
truth back in 1996-97. And I agree with the 20-year 
Northern California expert who “never say[s] anything 
against Carolyn Withgitt because she’s good for chess.” 
I don’t want to detract from their accomplishments; I’m 
just curious about these inconsistencies. Given all of 
their true contributions to Northern California chess, 
then mischaracterizing their roles actually would de- 
tract from those accomplishments. I hope that’s not the 
case. 


Cordially, 
Kurt Jacobs 


Editor: Tom's precise claim in the article (pg 18) is: ^... I 
founded CalChess in 1990. I became the president of 
what was at that time the Northern California Chess As- 
sociation. It had no magazine, no members, no activity. " 
While everyone acknowledges that a state chess organi- 
zation existed (at least on paper) before Tom and Carolyn 
took over, I believe it’s fair to say that they founded the 
organization we now know as CalChess. 





Tre Apra ‘98 Monterey Orn 


With 15 entries in the premier 
division, including 3 Masters and 4 
Experts, and 6 players in the reserve 
the turnout was very nice indeed. 
The last couple of times around 
weve literally had to beat the 
bushes to get enough players to hold 
this event! NTD Ted Yudacufski usu- 
ally holds this 3 round Swiss on the 
last Sunday of every month (except 
the months when there is a conflict 
with the LERA tournament in 
Sunnyvale). 

Alejandro Garamendi (2035) of 
Pebble Beach took top honors with 
a clean 3-0. This excellent perfor- 
mance included wins against Daniel 
Burkhard (2219) of Aptos, and Paul 
Cripe (2211) of Modesto! 

Robert Sferra (2200) of San Jose 
had 2.5-.5 earning him sole second 
place, and third was split between 
Paul Cripe, Joe Krum] (2116) of Sea- 


by Duncan Oxley 


side, Mark Marron (2016) of Big Sur 
and Abe Mina (2004) of Salinas. 

The under 1700 prize went to 
Ismael Diaz (1536) of Salinas and 
George Wilson (Unr.) of Monterey, 
with 1.5-1.5 each. 

In the concurrent Reserve sec- 
tion Chris Waroff (1168) of Santa 
Clara took sole first, and second 
place was a tie between Robert 
Greenwood (1100) of Carmel, and 
Jenna Cripe (Unr.). 

The chess club here is still 
smarting from the departures of FM 
Peter Yu and NM Tom Thrush both 
of whom re-located to other areas 
(Tom Thrush is now in the Las Ve- 
gas area, and Peter Yu is, I believe, 
in Southern California). It looks like 
Alejandro is ready to take the next 
step up to master and hopefully he 
can fill some of that void! 


Here are his 3 wins-decide for 
yourself: 
Garamendi (2035) 
Oxley (1578) 
Round 1 
l.d4 d5 2.c4 Nf6 3.cd Nd5 4.e4 
Nf6 5.Nc3 e6 6.Nf3 Bb4 7.Bg5 Be7 
8.Bc4 0-0 9.0-0 Nbd7 10.e5 Nd5 
11.Nd5 Bg5 12.Ng5 ed5 13.Qh5 h6 
14.Nf7 Qe8 15.Bd5 1-0 


Burkhard (2219) 
Garamendi (2035) 
Round.2 
1.e4 c5 2.d3 Nc6 3.g3 e6 4.Bg2 
d5 5.Nd2 Nf6 6.Ngf3 Bd6 7.0-0 O- 
O 8.Rel Qc7 9.c3 b6 10.Nh4 de 
11.de e5 12.Nc4 Rd8 13.Bg5 Be7 
14.Qc2 h6 15.Bd2 Ba6 16.Bf1 Bb7 
17.f3 b5 18.Ne3 c4 19.Rad1 Bc5 
20.Kh1 Ne7 21.Bc1 Qb6 22.Nhg2 


Continued on page 30 
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by Dennis Wajckus 


Sixty seven players competed in 
the 18th San Joaquin Champion- 
ship which took place on May 16- 
17 at the St Agnes medical center 
in Fresno. This tournament was 
dedicated to the memory of Fresno 
chessplayer Dwight Williams who 
passed away March 3lst of this 
year. For the second time, the event 
was in two sections of Open and Re- 
serve (under 1600). Grandmaster 
Walter Browne won the Open sec- 
tion and the Championship plaque 
with 4.5 out of five points. Richard 
Lacy won the Open $25 upset prize. 
Since there was no perfect scores 
you can deduce that the weekend 
was full of fighting chess. Other 
winners in the Open section were: 


2nd-4th 
Emmanual Perez 4-] 
Dr. Timothy Roth 4-1 
Expert Plaque 


Under 1800 
Alfred Abraham 
Under 1800 Plaque 
John Hopkins 
Richard Somawang 


3-2 


3-2 
3-2 


The Reserve Section Champion- 
ship plaque was won by Hakop 
Tataryan with 4.5 points. Tied with 
four points each were: Chris Pas- 
cal (D plaque), Terry Butler (C 
plaque), Martha Lopez (E plaque) 
and David George. The winner of 
the under 1000 plaque was Andres 

















18th Annual San Joaquin Girl 


Photo by Isaac Laws 
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Celedon Yost hard at work. 
won the 


$25 upset prize in this section. 
Senior USCF director Allan 

Fifield directed the open section and 

Bonnie Yost directed the Reserve 





Owen Overton ( L ) faces off with GM Browne in the 
first round. 


section. Both did a fantastic job. 
It is amazing to see pairings done 
on a computer as it has changed 
the length of time it takes to pair a 
round by a drastic means. As al- 
ways, the Fresno Chess Club had 
many types of chess equipment for 
sale at discount and a number of 


Blood in the 
trenches at 
the San 
Joaquin 
Champion- 
ship. Julie 
Vizcaino and 
George 

* Paxton are 

» identifiable 


Tension at the TD table with Allan Fifield and Bonnie 
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happy customers took advantage 
of this offer. The St Agnes cafete- 
ria (which is a short walk from the 
playing site) serves excellent food 
and was a 
popular eat- 
ing and 
analysis spot. 
On Friday 
evening May 
15  Grand- 
Im a s tcx 
Wa Ll tem 
Browne per- 
formed a si- 
multaneous 
exhibition 
against 13 
broadss8 
Walter graciously allowed his op- 
ponents choice of color. He lost one 
game to Dr. Tim Roth who was 
awarded an official FIDE clock for 
defeating the veteran Grandmas- 
ter. GM Browne also gave a lec- 
ture based on a game he played 
with GM Bent Larsen in 1972. 
Fresno will host another 30 
point Grand Prix event when the 
‘Fresno County Championship 
takes place at the same site on No- 
vember 21-22. We hope that all who 
played in the San Joaquin Cham- 
pionship can return for another go 
atit. Afinal thanks must go to the 
St Agnes Medical Center for provid- 
ing the fine education rooms in the 
west wing of the hospital for our 
tournament usage. @ 
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by Joan Arbil 


This five round Swiss was held 
fom April 17th to April 19th at the 
historic Mechanic's Institute in San 
francisco. Walter Shipman is our 
ürst ever Senior Champion by scor- 
ing 4.5 out of five and he is a class 
act. By Sunday evening, still unde- 
ated and fighting fatigue by dab- 
bing his eyelids with water from two 
plastic drinking glasses, Walter con- 
vincingly showed his last contender, 
tage | victor Ossipov, the undeniable dif- 


fete- | rence between an IM and a 2200 
| the master. 

food | Shipman,W. (2369) 

S a | Ossipov,V.(2228) 

eat- 1d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.e3 


and | Bf 5.cxd5 Nxd5 6.Bc4 e6 7.Nge2 
pot. Bg6 8.0-0 Be7 9.Rel 0-0 10.e4 
day |Nxe3 11.Nxc3 b5 12.Bb3 b4 
May | 13.Na4 Nd7 14.f3 Nb6 15.Be3 Rc8 
tid- 16.Rc1 Bd6 17.Qe2 Re8 18.Nc5 





er Qc7 19.g3 Nd7 20.Nd3 Qb7 
er 21.Bc4 Nb6 

per- 

| Sİ- 

ous 

ion 
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22.Nc5 Bxc5 23.Ba6 Qe7 24.dxc5 
Nd7 25.Bxc8 Rxc8 26.Redl f6 
27.Rd6 Bf7 28.Rcd1 Nf8 29.Qa6 
Qc7 30.e5 fxe5 31.Bg5 Be8 
32.Bd8 Qb8 33.Ba5 e4 34.fxe4 
Bh5 35.Rf1 Be8 36.Qc4 Qb7 
37.Bxb4 Bf7 38.e5 a5 39.Bc3 Bg6 
40.Qd4 Qa8 41.Rd1 Qa7 42.Qc4 
Qa8 43.b3 a4 44.Qxa4 Qxa4 
45.bxa4 Bc2 46.Rd8 Bxdl 
47.Rxc8 Bxa4 48.Ra8 Bc2 49.a4 
Kf7 50.a5 1-0 

Ossipov shared second and 
third place with David Blohm, 
whose knight ending was instruc- 
tive as well as interesting. Well cal- 
culating the danger inherent 
in the knight end game, the 
dark horse held the key 
square d5 while David's King, 
a true Viking, penetrated the 
king-side and ate his way to 
victory. 


Orlov.B. (2100) 
Blohm,D.(2228) 
1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.exd5 exd5 
4.Bd3 Nc6 5.c3 Bd6 6.Nf3 
Nge7 7.0-0 Bg4 8.Bg5 f6 
9.Bh4 Qd7 10.Bg3 Bxg3 


David Blohm on the 
move to a second 
place finish at the 
Mechanics Senior! 
Note the black pawn 
on the square ABS! 
Photo by Richard 
Shorman 
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The Mechanic's Institute 


SENIOR CHAMPIONSHIP 


11.fxg3 Bf5 12.Bxf5 Nxf5 13.Qe2+ 
Nce7 14.Nbd2 0-0 15.Rael Rae8 
16.Qe6+ Qxe6 17.Rxe6 Nd6 18.g4 
g5 19.Rfe1 Kf7 20.R6e2 Ng6 21.g3 
Rxe2 22.Rxe2 Re8 23.Rxe8 Kxe8 
24.Kf2 Kd7 25.Ke3 Ne7 26.b3 b6 
27.c4 dxc4 28.bxc4 b5 29.c5 Nd5+ 
30.Kd3 Nb7 31.a3 Na5 32.Nb1 Nc4 
33.Nfd2 Nxd2 34.Kxd2 Ke6 
35.Kd3 a5 36.Ke4 c6 37.Kd3 b4 
38.axb4 Nxb4+ 39.Ke4 a4 40.Na3 
Nd5 41.Kd3 f5 42.gxf5+ Kxf5 
43.Nc2 h5 44.Na3 Kg4 45.Nb1 
Kh3 46.Nc3 a3 47.Kc2 Ne7 48.Ne4 
Kxh2 49.Nxg5 Kxg3 50.Kb3 h4 
51.Kxa3 h3 0-1 

The time control 40 in two fol- 
lowed by sudden death in one hour 
and two rounds a day. By Sunday 
afternoon the chessroom was heavy 
with the feel of fatigue. Heavy 
breathing and an occasional 
squabble punctured the silence of 
the room. Paul Vayssie’s errant 
bishop on e2 captured a pawn on 
h6. Then a heated dispute broke out 
on board two. Chests heaved, my 
threats to forfeit and reminders that 
this was after all “only a game” fell 
on battle-crazed ears. 

A mother wandered in with a 
baby in her arms and a gruff voice 
shouted, “GET THAT BRAT OUTTA 
HERE!!”...This was war. Not only 
were no byes requested during the 
grueling five rounds but no one 
dropped out. These were seasoned 
warriors and not cock-a-mannie 
kids. 

My special thanks to Elizabeth 
Shaughnessy, the former Irish 
womans champion for her partici- 
pation. She faired well against the 
likes of Ben Gross and Kurt Bendit, 
the former Mechanics chessroom 
director, who almost successfully 
swindled her. In spite of the modest 
twenty three entries, the first ever 
Mechanics’ Institute Senior Cham- 
pionship was a success. 


ho 
JU 


THE BERKELEY CHESS SCHOOL 
OFFERS SUMMER CAMP 


The Berkeley Chess School, 
headed by Elizabeth Shaughnessy, 
former Irish women’s chess cham- 
pion, is offering its eighth summer 
program. The camp includes chess 
instruction at four levels; beginner, 
lower intermediate, upper interme- 
diate and advanced. The emphasis 
is on the joy of the game, but witha 
serious eye to the student’s 
progress. 

Mrs. Shaughnessy has been 
able to pull together a team of in- 
structors led by Senior Master Roger 
Poehlmann and National Master 
Mark Brown. Grand Master 
Alexander Eugenovich Baburin will 
also be supplementing the class- 
room instruction with a series of 12 
lectures. Guest appearances will be 
made by a host of other chess “ce- 
lebrities” including Walter Browne 
(five time U.S. Champion), Julio 
Kaplan (former Junior World Cham- 
pion) and Richard Shorman (creator 
of masters). 

Three young masters will also be 


by 
Lanette Chan-Gordon 


appearing together to play simul- 
taneous exhibitions against the 
students. They are Vinay Bhat (un- 
til recently the youngest master in 
the history of U.S. chess), Jordy 
Mont Renaud (a silver medalist in 
the World Youth Championships) 
and Jenny Franklah (National 
Master). 

Classes will be held in Berke- 
ley Monday through Friday from 
June 22 through July 17, 1998 
from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. for students 
in grades 1 through 9. The fee of 
$300.00 includes daily instruction 
and play and first time member- 
ship to the United States Chess 
Federation. The fee will be pro- 
rated at $18.00 per day for partial 
attendance (e.g. one week, three 
days a week or two of the four 
weeks). 

The Berkeley Chess School, a 
non profit corporation, currently 
gives chess instruction in 72 
schools throughout the Bay Area. 
Its students placed first at every 


level of competition in the 1997 
State Championships. For more in. 
formation on The Berkeley Chess 
School and its summer camp, con. 
tact Elizabeth Shaughnessy at (510) 
843-0150 & 





Photo by Lanette Chan-Gordon 


Gabe Gordon, 8 and a student 
at The Berkeley Chess School, 
ponders his next move. 


CHESS INSTRUCTORS WANTED FOR SEPTEMBER 


THE 
BERKELEY 
E EI 


H 


"puer sm 
CHESS 
SCHOOL 


For elementary school children in the East Bay Area. Must be good 
with kid, which especially includes being able to keep order in a class- 
room of up to 20 kids. Should have a USCF rating and be willing to 
teach from the lesson plans provided by the Berkeley Chess School. 


Job is part time, minimum one hour per week, 2:00 pm or later, $20.00 
per hour lesson. 


Own transportation is essential 


Contact Elizabeth Shaughnessy 
“The Berkeley Chess School” 


510-843-0150 
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FRESNO CHESS ACADEMY HAS A 
BANNER FIRST YEAR! 


1997 | by 


sre in. | Ken Pascal 

Chess 

), COn- 

t (510) The students of the newly es- 





tablished Fresno Chess Academy 
ander the instruction of Senior 
Master Artak Akopian have had a 
| emarkable showing at major 
scholastic events. 

First, playing in team match for- 
mat, Keith Yost (age 11), Chris Pas- 
| cal (12), Hakop Tataryan (13) and 

David "the Lionhearted" Tataryan (7) 
| jurneyed south. They entered the 
Scholastic Amateur Team Champi- 
mship against 20 teams in the 
Crowne Plaza Hotel at the Los An- 
| seles Airport. Sponsored by the 
| 
| 





Southern California Chess Federa- 
tion this first ever Scholastic event 
was held in conjunction with the 
Amateur Team West Championship. 
| Seated side by side, Fresnans 
battled players drawn from Newport 
Beach, Pacific Palisades, Westwood, 
and the San Fernando Valley. Op- 
ponents included high school teams. 
| Encountering 3 high school teams 
along the way, Fresno finished with 
arecord of 4 team wins, no losses 
| and two draws. Keith Yost was 6 
and O on board one as the top 





udent 
“hool, 


5 





rated team member playing 
against the other teams' top play- 
ers. The Fresno Chess Academy 
was awarded sole possession of 
first place with 5 out of 6 points. 
They received individual trophies, 
engraved time clocks and a tow- 
ering team trophy. 

On February 28, 1998 the 
Carden School of Fresno hosted the 
first ever USCF rated scholastic 
chess tournament in Fresno. Allan 
Fifield s Chess for Kids program 
sponsored this event. Fresno Chess 
Academy members participated on 
an individual basis in this special 
local event. There were 102 players 
registered for this five round one day 
Kindergarten through 12th grade 
tournament. Students came from 
Hanford, Corcoran,  Visalia, 
Strathmore, Madera, Porterville and 
Fresno. For grades 7-12 Keith Yost 
placed first with 4 4%. Chris Pascal 
and Hakop Tataryan tied for second 
with 4 points each. Not to be left 
behind, David “the Lionheart” 
Tataryan placed first in the K-3 
section with 4 points. All partici- 


Keith Yost from Carden School in Fresno. 


pants received a ribbon and 19 
trophies were awarded. 

The Fresno Chess Academy stu- 
dents also placed well in the Cali- 
fornia State Scholastic Champion- 
ships held March 28-29. Keith Yost 
went undefeated to capture first 
place in the K-6 Open Division. 
Chris Pascal tied for fifth and Hakop 
Tataryan tied for fourteenth in the 
Junior High Open Division. At the 
Grade Level Championships held in 
Castaic on April 19th Hakop tied for 
first in the eighth-grade division, 
Chris tied for second in the seventh- 
grade division and Keith placed sec- 
ond in the 6th grade division. And 
Kerry Yost earned the top third- 
grader U600 trophy. Four mem- 
bers of the Fresno Chess Academy 
participated in the California Grade 
Level Championship and all four 
returned with trophies! Held on 
April 19th in Castaic, the statewide 
championship was sponsored by 
the California Youth Chess League. 
Against students in the same grade, 
they had to play 5 games with a 
time limit of 60 minutes. 


Tieing for FIRST PLACE IN THE EIGHT GRADE SECTION 
Hakop Tataryan from Ahwahnee Middle School in Fresno. 


Tieing for SECOND PLACE IN THE SEVENTH GRADE SECTION 
Chris Pascal from Kastner Intermediate School, Fresno. 


Finishing SECOND IN THE SIXTH GRADE SECTION 
BEST 3RD GRADER WITH UNDER 600 RATING 
Kerry Yost from Carden School in Fresno. 


All these students competed in the San Joaquin County Championships held in Fresno May 16 and 


17. Chris Pascal placed first in the D section and Hakop Tataryan was the Reserve (U1600) Champion. The 


Central Valley and to help local scho 


at 243-9221. 
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by Steve Cohen 


Sometimes, we could all be re- 
minded of the importance of fun- 
damentals, as from a game played 
by 2 of among the youngest regular 
UPSCL “members”: 


Robert Hsu v. Adam Landers 
(“in class” game (G/15), 1998) 
1. e4 e6 (a.k.a the French De- 
fense), 2.d4 d5, 3.Nc3! Bd6?! 
(more popular here is 3...Bb4 (a.k.a, 
the Winawer Variation) and 3...Nf6 
(leading to Classical lines); the prob- 
lem with the text move is that it 
begs White to advance the e-pawn 
to e5 [to be sure, that would release 
the “tension” in the center, and the 
release would favor Black]; and, in 
so doing, Black would lose a valu- 
able tempo in having to move the 
Bishop away from d6 (remember, in 
the opening, every tempo, or move, 
needs to help with development of 
pieces)]), 4.Bb5+? (given that the 
reply 4...Bd7 forces White either to 
lose a tempo or trade away his 
“good” bishop for Black’s “bad” 
bishop, and 4... c6 forces White to 
waste a tempo in moving the Bishop 
more than once in the opening while 
Black gets a free tempo to 
strengthen his center, this move 
can't be good for White) 4... Bd7! 
(the 5 year-old handles the check 
as masterly as any grandmaster 
could, by offering to trade away his 
worst piece for White's best one), 
5.Nf3 Nf6? (this allows White to 


play 








s b ede. fs 
Diagram One 
(after 5... Nf6) 
6.e5, which would “fork” the Bd6 
and NÍf6 (i.e., White will win a piece 
for a pawn), thereby gaining a per- 


Beginner": 


| 
| 


manent advantage in material (you 
want to watch out for pawn forks!)), 
6.0-O? (since 6.e5 will win the ex- 
change for White [i.e., a piece for a 
pawn], there was no better move 
this turn; here, castling could have 
waited an extra move or two, since 
it means a permanent advantage for 
White N this is why it's important 
to look at all of your choices before 
making a move) 6... O-O? (first, 
Black needs to deal with the threat 
of Pe4-e5, which would win a piece 
for a pawn; then, the King’s safety 
can be taken care of; in fact, here, 
Black could relieve his cramp by 
with the continuation 6...de, 
7.Bd7:+ Nd7:, 8.Ng5 O-O, 9.gNe4: 
Ne4:, 10.Ne4: Nf6 (when Black 
would be much better off than af- 
ter 6...0-O)), 7.Bg5? (a common 
beginner mistake, I've found, is that 
when a beginner has the opportu- 
nity to win an exchange (or “free” 
piece), instead of doing so, the “be- 
ginner” attacks the piece again (in- 
stead of taking or trapping it); of 
course, Leo Iis best) 7... OET? 
(7...Be7 would end the forking 
threat as well as the pin of the Nf6 
by the Bg5 against the Qd8, 
whereas placing the Queen at e7 
seems to makes matters worse for 
Black, not better [and, still, does 
nothing to stop the forking threat}), 
8. Bd7: Qd7: (here, this is probably 
the best way to recapture, owing es- 
pecially to the threatened advance 
of White's e-pawn to e5), 9.Re1? 
(9.e5, still, leads to the easiest win) 
9... Nc6? (still not helping with the 
threatened loss of the exchange), 
10. Nh4? 

Again, lets remember, both 
White and Black are not even in kin- 
dergarten, yet. So, if their play 
sometimes goes astray... well, that 
is just a fact of life for children of 
that age, for whom constant plan- 
ning fights against physiological 
limitations of cognitive develop- 
ment. Still, for children who are 
playing this well at this age, cer- 
tainly strong tactical planning skills 


will be a part of their abilities after 
not too many years (and forking Op- 
portunities will never again be over. 
looked). This game continued: 
10... aRc8? (still, not helping with 
the e5 threat), 11.Nb5?? (now it js 
White who overlooks, not only the 
longstanding forking threat, but 
also that now, the e-pawn is insuf. 
ficiently protected, and could be lost 
if Black sees 11.Ne4:), 11... cRd8? 
(missing not only the opponent's 
choice which would leave Black 
with a permanent disadvantage, 
but also his own choice that would 
leave him with a material advan- 
tage, 11...Ne4:)), 12.Nd6:? (allow- 
ing Black the choice to reply with 
...cd, and White will not be able to 
do a fork with the Pe4 [which is still 
threatened with loss]) 12... Qdé: 
(Since this allows White, once again, 
to win an exchange by moving the 
Pe4-e5, forking Black’s Queen and 
Nf6, it would have been best to re- 
capture with 12...cd, keeping a 
Black piece off of d6), 13.Nf3 Qe7? 
(to be sure, now the fork-threat is 
no more; however, now the Nf6 is 
pinned, and can still be won by 
White’s advancing the Pe4-e5 [the 
way you want, first (if possible) to 
win a pinned piece is to attack that 
piece (and then take it) with a 
pawn]; thus, better, here, would be 
13...de, winning a pawn and end- 
ing the threat! [see Diag. 2] N note 
how the 
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a b € d.e fT $9 
Diagram Two 

(after 13. ... Qe7) 
exchanges have lessened Blacks 
earlier, growing temporary disad- 
vantage in space], 14.Re3? (14.e5, 
attacking the pinned Nf6 with a 
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pawn would win the piece; not even 
he “last-ditch counter- attack,” 

h6, works here, since after 15.ef, 
Black can’t afford to play 15...hg, 
lon account of 16.fe, losing his 
| Queen!) 14... Rd7 (14...de, keeping 
Whites pawn from reaching ed is 


| 
| 
i 
[d 


| better); 15.Rc3? Nb4?, 16.Rb3? 
«c6, 17.Qd2 fRe8, 18.Rel Rd6? 
yes, again, Black sets up so that 
White may fork at e5), 18.Rb7: (fi- 
nally, White seeks material gain as 
| areward for having a superior po- 
sition 18... Rd7!, 19.Re3 Qd6? 
| stops the pinning threats, but gets 
back into allowing Black to be able 
i0 do the fork at e5), 20.Rc3 [see 


| Diag. 3] 
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a p.c 
Diagram Three 
after 20. Rc3) 
| 20... Ng4?! (of course, best would 
| Bre been 20... Ne4:, winning a 
pawn, and doing a Knight fork 
| against White’s Qd2 and Rc3 (thus, 
| winning more material for Black Ñ 
fyou don't get something when you 
E in chess, it may come back 
to haunt you later (i.e., because 
| White didn't win the Nf6 when he 
| ould have, now that Knight could 
have done serious damage to 
| White); even 20... de would be bet- 
| tr, as Black wins 2 pawns (Since 
the Pd4 will be falling as well) but 
| this line would allow White to get 
both Rooks on the 7th rank and in- 
| lict permanent damage to Black's 
| kingside pawns [by exchanging at 
b, and after the exchanges at d4, 
bringing the Rc3 to c7]), 21.cRb3? 
(still, 21.e5 would be best for White, 
| tspecially as Black threatens to play 
„de, and if White then moves the 
; V3 away from the attack by Black's 


| 
i. 
| 
| 





new e-pawn, Black will win another 
pawn with Qh2:+ (being helped by 
the Ng4!)) 21...R7d8? (Black seeks 
to strengthen his back rank; how- 
ever, Since White’s Bg5 controls this 
square, first Black needs to close 
the diagonal, say by playing ... f6 
then ...R7d8), 22.Bd8: (this time, 
White sees the opportunity to win 
more material) Qd8:, 23.Rb8? (for- 
getting that Black’s Nc6 controls 
that square, in effect, White offers 
to return the material he just won 
N with interest), 23...Qe7? (with 
about 9 minutes left on his clock, 
spending less than 10 seconds to 
examine all of Black’s possible 
choices probably won't help him 
very much to find the best choice 
(such as playing Nb8:, winning a 
free rook) N more time should be 
spent when it is available, so that 
you have taken the time to look at 
all of the choices), 24.Re8:+ Qe8:, 
25.Rb7 Ne7, 26.Qd3 (an immedi- 
ate 26.Qb4 would have been stron- 
ger) 26... Ng6 (hmm, I wonder what 
Black is cooking up with his 
Knight...), 27.Qb3 Nf4. 

Black was threatened with los- 
ing the Queen to 28.RbD8 [see Diag. 
4], 
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Diagram Four 
(after 27. Qb3) 
which cannot be stopped because 
Black is also threatened with a back 
rank mate, since the Black monarch 
presently has no way to get off the 
back rank (and White is threaten- 
ing to invade and control that rank). 
Here, given the certain loss for Black 
if White plays properly, many much 
stronger players would resign, or 
make some silly move which has the 
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same effect (e.g., computer giving 
away all material to delay your de- 
livering the mate); but, not this five 
year-old, who seeks every possible 
chance until the end (perhaps, in- 
spired by his dire conditions). The 
game concluded: 28.Rb8! Ne2+!, 
29.Kh1???. 

If White merely plays Kf1l (see 
Diag. 5), he will win easily, given the 
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Diagram Five 
(after 28... Ne2+) 
threat of Rb8 and Re8:(+/#). In- 
stead, perhaps over-confident in 
knowing he had trapped Black's 
Queen, here White took only sev- 
eral seconds to examine the posi- 
tion (he still had more than 5 min- 
utes remaining), and he will pay the 
price of not spending the time to 
examine all of the choices when he 
had enough time to do so. Chess 
justice will reward Black's persever- 
ance and punish White's lack of 
masterly attention to the changing 
circumstances in the position, and 
the choices available to each side. 
Here, happily, Black played 29... 
Nf2:4!! (this choice is not over- 
looked!). 

These 5-year-olds have not only 
taught us about how to exploit pins, 
and about watching out for pawn- 
forks and Knight-forks, but also 
that by continuing to look for every 
choice/chance, even a side with a 
losing position can win the game 
before the opponent can (especially 
if the opponent isn't looking at all 
of the choices for each side before 
moving). 
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THE LATVIAN GAMBIT IS PLAYABLE! 


By 
Val Zemitis 


Many masters nowadays are not 
willing to play the Latvian Gambit 
(1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 f5) because it has 
been termed “unsound.” Attempts 
to refute it have continued for a long 
time but not withstanding many 
claims of refutation, the gambit ap- 
pears to be quite playable, at least 
for those with ELO ratings under 
2300. In the realm of such players 
the Latvian Gambit excels. Corre- 
spondence enthusiasts have used it 
successfully for a long time and even 
such well-known masters, on occa- 
sion, have played it; Morphy, 
Blackburne, Pollock, Tartakover, 
Mattison, Petrov, Keres, Mikenas, 
Apsenieks, Spassky, Kindermann, 
Mestel, Kosten, Hector and Vaiser. 

Now Leo C. M. Diepstraten, a 
Dutch chess celebrity, has produced 
a three volume authoritative work 
on the Latvian Gambit that features 
4883 games (mostly won by Black!). 
The books are appropriately called 
Lettisch Gambiet-Theorie en 


Praktijk met Historische Notties. 
These books were published by Van 
Spijk, Venlo, The Netherlands. The 
first volume appeared in 1993, the 
second in 1996, and the third in 
1997. The text is written in Dutch 
but the game scores are given and 
analyzed in algebraic notation. 
These three volumes are indispens- 
able to any chess enthusiast who 
wishes to learn more about the in- 
tricacies of the Latvian Gambit. 
There are several other books on 
the Latvian Gambit worth mention- 
ing: (1) The Latvian Gambit - A 
Grandmaster View by GM Anatoly 
Lein and NM Sid Pickard, Hays Pub- 
lishing, 1995 (155 pages, soft cover), 
(2) The Latvian Gambit by GM Tony 
Kosten, B.T. Batsford, Ltd, (142 
pages, soft cover), (3) The Latvian 
Gambit made easy by GMC Kon 
Grivainis and IMC John Elburg, 
Chess Enterprises, 1991 (features 
104 instructive games), and (4) New 
Developments in the Latvian Gam- 


bit by Kon Grivainis and John 
Elburg, Chess Enterprises, 1998 (fea. 
tures 184 well selected games), 

The gambit originally was Called 
the Greco Counter Gambit and hag 
been played successfully since the 
loth century. Then at the turn of 
the century it fell into disrepute only 
to be revitalized by Karlis Bentins 
and theoreticians such as Keres 
Gunderam, Diepstraten, Zemgalis, 
Ramon Crusi More, Prof. D.A. Pel] 
and others. In 1937 the Greco 
Counter-Gambit was renamed to 
Latvian Gambit in honor of Karlis 
Betins. 

The gambit is predicated on the 
principle that the best defense is an 
immediate counter attack. That 
such active play at the outset of the 
game cannot always succeed is self- 
understood but that does not mean 
playing it at the right time cannot 
be of advantage. My suggestion is to 
try this exciting gambit against play- 
ers who shun complications, who 
spend lots of time analyzing intri- 
cate positions or who do not have 
time or inclination to study opening 
theory in general and the Latvian 





Visalia Fall Picnic 


OCTOBER 4, 1997 
BLAINE PARK, VISALIA 


p 





Class Place 
Quad lst-2nd 
lst-2nd 
Swiss lst 
Beginners 1 st-2nd 
lst-2nd 


Best Goshen 
Best Fairview 


Gambit theory in particular. © 
Name Score 
Maric Milenko 2.0 
Richard Somawang 

Bill Casteen 3.0 
Emilo Lopez 4.0 
Mike Marshall 4.0 
Arturo Guzman 3.0 
Jesus Rodriquez 2.0 


The new tournament site of Blaine Park continues to draw 
uniformly favorable reviews from the 34 players. TD’s were Allan 
Fifield and Darren Russell. 











p D ‘a - | ar’ 
Tournament veteran Arturo Chess in the park with CalChess member Mike Marshall ( L) on 
Guzman first board 
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| Just a "hop, skip, 
and a jump (and shaky 
| min-prop plane ride)" 
| from St. Louis, the 1998 
USCF K-6 Nationals 
were held over the week- 
end of April 24-26, in 
| Peoria. Illinois. More 
| ihan 2,000 children 
fom around the United 
| states attended this 
| prestigious event, in- 
duding the first-ever 
| participation by UPSCL 
‘members.” There was 
| quite a contingent of 
| teams N from Indiana, 
illinois, New York, 
| Washington, Louisiana, 
Arizona. Many of them 
had been to this event 
| before. But, none of that 
seemed to affect our 2 
‘rookies.” Sadly, it did 
nt appear that there 
were many players from 
California. Though I did 
not do a copious search 
on the issue, all I could find was a 
team from Newport Beach and that 
Chess For Juniors had 4 children 
at the event (though, two of them 
were from Idaho). Certainly, with 
next year's event taking place much 
more closer to home (geographically 
speaking, as it will be held in Ari- 
zona), I'm sure this “problem” will 
| be remedied. [In all fairness, con- 
sidering the realities of these times, 
| itis quite an undertaking to travel 
to a 4-5-day event.] 

In the 408-player(!) K-3 U800 
group, the peninsula’s top 3rd- 
grader, Alex Wu, used the well- 

known bishop sacrifice (at h2, as he 
was Black) to win his 2nd-round 
match in 12 moves. After the 2-0 
start, Alex went on to win his next 
three games. However, on the last 
day, Alex unfortunately played too 
quickly in both rounds (and, both 
limes, was paired against prize-win- 
ners from Dixie Bee Elementary 
| School in Terre Haute, Indiana, the 
; School that won the 2nd-place team 
| prize for the division, behind the 
well-known chess power-house, 
Hunter College of New York City, 


Photo by Steve Cohen. 


Team UPS 


Elementary Nationals 


by Steve Cohen 


New York). Still, a 5-2 score at one’s 
first “Nationals” is a result of which 
Alex can rightly be proud. In fact, 2 
of Alex’s victories were the only loss 
suffered by two other boys (who 
went on to win prizes with 6-1 and 
5-1-1). Alex’s score put him in the 
group that was tied for 33rd - 74th 
(and, on tie-breaks, Alex finished in 
46th, which, ironically, was his pair- 
ing number for the event). 

In the 285-player K-5 Open di- 
vision, which was won by the 
nation’s highest-rated 10-year-old, 
Hikaru Nakamura, who last Febru- 
ary broke Vinay Bhat’s record for 
reaching the rank of “Master” in the 
U.S.C.F. at the youngest age (at 10 
years, 79 days), Michael Pearson 
started well the first day, winning 
both his games. But, he ran into 
quite an obstacle on Day 2, draw- 
ing his first match and then drop- 
ping the next two. Perhaps the long 
flight and time difference finally 
caught up with him. However, after 
a good night’s rest, Michael was 
back in form for Day 3, winning both 
his matches, thereby finishing with 
a 44 out of 7 N a noble result for 


CL at the Nationals: L to R are Michael Pearson’s Mom, Michael, 
Alex Wu’s Mom, Alex and Alex’s Dad. 
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one's first National's N putting 
Pearson in a tie for 56th-73rd. In 
that Division, the top team prize was 
won by Phoenix City Day School, 
from Arizona, the home of next 
year's National's. 

One point I'd like to note is how 
proud I was that the UPSCL play- 
ers, win or lose, came out with a 
positive attitude about the experi- 
ence unaffected by the result of the 
match, whereas the emotions of 
most of the others coming out of the 
door was quite evident from their ex- 
pressions. It's nice to see such good 
sportsmanship. Both players en- 
joyed the experience very much (as 
did I). We are all looking forward to 
Arizona in '99. Hope to see you 


there! e» 


The next deadline for 
California Chess Journal 


submission Is 
September 15 
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i 3-» i Our CCJ copy submission policy re. | 
i loin | mains author friendly. While our prefer. IMS 
x i ence is for electronic submission, typewrit- | A 
1 | h ten or neat handwritten copy is acceptable. A 
i a e S S Electronic submission allows you to include | E 
I game scores, chess diagrams, and digitized $ 
The Northern California Chess Association I photos. In general, tournaments submitteg | $ 
t i in an electronic format will be allotted more | S 
| — Support Your USCF State Affiliate and receive these Benefits: — | ^ space. Our preference is for Microsoft Word S 
| Tournament Discounts * California Chess Journal * Youth Chess | files with diagrams created using the Linares | C 
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i Address Allan Fifield, PO Box 27 N 
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= fey 
Continued from page 21 E 
20.Qf3 Qf3 21.Rf3 Ne3 22.a5 PROBLEM CORNER 
Nh7 23.Be2 Ng5 24.h4 Nh7  Bd4 23.Rel Nc4 24.Re4 Ne5 A 
25.Kh2 Qe6 26.g4 g6 27.Rh1 Nf6 25.Rd4 Nf3 26.gf Rd8 27.Rd3 b6 
28.Nf1 h5 29.Be3 Be3 30.Nfe3 hg 28.ab ab 29.Bf5 Rd3 30.Bd3 g6 
31.Ng4 Kg7 32.Nf6 Qf6 33.Qc1 (and white won in 15 more moves). | : 
Qe6 34.Qg5 f6 35.Qe3 f5 36.ef Nf5 1-0 A 1 
37.Qg5 Qf6 38.Qf6 Kf6 39.Rd8 Alejandro is a well mannered, A S 
Rd8 40.Rd1 Rd1 41.Bd1 e4 42.fe polite young man. He is 18 years LS L 
Be4 43.Nel Nh4 44.b3 Nf5 45.bc old and a high school senior. A LJ Jule 
Ne3 46.Be2 be 47.Kg3 Kf5 native of Boliva he has been in the 5 ey, Tot 
(The rest of the moves where lost to U.S.A. 2 1/2 years. Remember his 7 € 
the time scramble) O-1 name. I think we will be hearing d -Je 
tioresiilbor bitis aden! White mates in two (David Lynn) > 
Garamendi (2035) The Monterey tradition of the Splution helow JAQ= J 
: = JC 
Cripe (2211) 2000+ players getting nicked by our Me 
Round.3 low rated players continues! | TS 
1.d4 d5 2.c4 Bf5 3.dc Bbl 4.Rb1 This time it was Daniel Burkhard 298 
Qd5 5.b3 Nc6 6.Nf3 0-0-0 7.e3e5 who was held to a draw by David iy yy epee yearn) any voy Ch 
8.Bc4 Qe4 9.Bd2 ed 10.0-0 de Maradei (1723) of Carmel. qb veut GPA'G WOT) i£qN'T 94 — uu 
11.fe Bc5 12.Qe2 f6 13.b4 Bb6 74 
JE =e 
ae d Read All About It. ; z 
z:f m d i ea ou | 9n 
BY i i | 734 
d Visit our site on the World Wide Web | P. l 
e: 
at its new address: |. Ra 
: 12¢ 
| http://www.hooked.net/' hegemon/norcal.html | $ a 
15... Rd2 16.Be6+ Kb8 17.Nd7+ à i 5]: 
WE... 
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The CalChess calendar of Events 
(* = CalChess discount) last update 6-30-98 


y re- 1998 
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d de RE 22 ulcer ESatl s e os Weibel Schol Quads CF remony . cic ccciecce cess csencauarerrovcsonesess (AK) 
-ude =e 99-30... (Sat-Sun) ......... Sie COW end es. (JM) 
tized B 
litted BOD 64 2o eed (Sat-Mon) ........ Calchess Labor Day ....... 5 Re e a EE Mr ee r (RK) * 
more | PED. en cs cecees cen er iver: CIVICS a a Mechanics Marathon (Bweeks] i... n.os :seserisarisriraror trpiet ret (JA2) 
Word BEDS dU Ss sie ESAE oie ces Mech. 6/305 OSA Frat) ieee oe ener set eect nen ek (JA2) 
lares ODE. 3 HR So» det. Gath i sos Miealia Ball Plenieg. ess teh p e Or ECC. (AF) 
f you | OE dO 5 uuo ey (mati. os Porterville Chess lor Kids as ku cere nee cae ss (AF) 
nate- Ort TOLL S. (Sat-5Sun.. ss Golden Dear (Berkeley]: isa s oO CRISE EI Ier REIR AE (RK) * 
(Ont I oa an Sa aa aaa Fresno Fal sooo oe eere e RECEN E vs Pend Seer eue (DW) 
Nov DO ius (Fri-Sun) ......... Capps (oun EFANL] Lu Sod cod vr die tem iiec bee (JA2)* 
Nov. OUI i. eoi (Sat-Sun)......... PCS Oy oe ace beads esd eee enone ses teen (DW)* 
Nov: 271-20 5 is es (Fri-Sun) 3. LERAThankspiine Ounpyvale]....usss eic eM eret ree eds (JH) 
Dec 330... 5. ee (Sat-Sun a.s. TRUCE IO ODED o a a e E E L aeae (CP) * 
s Dec. 11-139... .. (FrI- Sit] sss Mechanica Mastera us o P Rede c E ex Pensa bye e e (JA2) 
39 Der 121s ook (Sat-Sun) ......... Sanc WEEKENIG e a aa a o o ae aa a E O ens (JM) 
| 1999 
gum ~ OO! (Sat-Sun) ......... CTS Grn Eevee rs aces ncaa oe nee Laer (DS) 
dgan 16-18... oka (Sat-Mon) ........ MLK ? 
Mat 2-2 ea (Fri-5un] aaea Mechanics Amateur (San Fran) G.3.6 i cos ce ees (JA2) 
pe Anr 16-15. dne (Fri-^unl......... Mechanics Senior (San Fran)... -iseerasserebisia asins erita Esraa (JA2) 
S OE Faer P a ees U.S. Opep. 9 rounds, Sands Hotel (RENo) rerni iise (JW) 


Annual Events 


MLK weekend (mid Jan.) (RK) 2nd weekend June (Fri-Sun): Stamer (JA2) 
Presidents’ Day Weekend: People’s (Berkeley) (DS) Labor Day weekend (1st weekend Sept.) (TD) 
1st weekend March (Fri-Sun): SF Amateur (JA2) Last weekend Oct. (Fri-Sun): Western Open (Reno) (JW) 
State Schol. Champ. (last weekend March) 2nd weekend Nov. (Fri-Sun): Capps (JA2) 
LERA Memorial Day (JH) LERA Thanksgiving (JH) 
s 
Tournament Organizers koepcke@sabretooth- 93727-3566 
23.Eng.Sun.COM (209) 252-4484 
JA =Jeff Andersen, P.O. Box 1601 JM = John McCumiskey, JW = Jerome Weikel, 6578 
an) 10845, Napa 94581 mikeg@blacksand.com 6700 50th St., Sacra- Valley Wood Dr., Reno 
(707) 251-8175 DH = Dan Holbrook, 1220 mento 95823-1306 NV 89523 (702) 747- 
JA2= Joan Arbil, 57 Post St., Elliott #42, Paradise (916)428-5532 1405 
Mechanics Rm408 95969 (916) 877-3911 jmc-Imcpacbell.net 
94101 (415) 421- JH = Jim Hurt, P.O. Box CP = Charles Pigg, 429 Vista 
2200 461, Tahoma 96142 Ct., Livermore 94550 
Kay Chessroom@aol.com (916) 525-7912 (970) (510) 447-5067 | — - | 
ID = Tom Dorsch, P.O. Box 285-704 1(Colorado) JP = Jimmy Plumb, 1878 | Tournament Clearinghouse | 
7453, Menlo Park 94026 AK = Alan Kirshner, 66 In- W. 11 St. #144, Tracy | Don Wolitzer | 
E (415)322-0955. t dian Hill Plaza, Fremont 95376 | 2130 Mercury Rd. | 
1 m= James Eade, 521 94539 (510) 657-1586 (209182505917. 7 Livermore. CA 94550 | 
| Fanita Way, Menlo Park hegemon@hooked.net hereshope9?nreach.com ć | (510) 455-4119 | 
i 94025 (415)328-9785 AK2- Adrian Keatinge-Clay, DS = Doug Shaker, 2030 dwolitzer@aol.com | 
| \F = Allan Fifield, PO Box P.O. Box 10649 Stanford Mills Ave., Menlo Park | 
27, Visalia 93279 (209) University 94309 94025 (415)854-2545 | Send tournament reports | 
734-2784 (4151497 0909 doug@theshakers.org | and annotated games to CCJ: | 
l MG= Mike Goodall, 461 adriankc@leland. SS = Steve Smallwood, | Allan Fifield | 
i Peachstone Terr., San stanford.edu 1028 Cassia Way, | PO Box 27 | 
Rafael 94903 (415) 491- RK = Richard Koepcke, Sunnyvale 94086 (408) | Visalia 93279-0027 | 
1269 2047 Montecito Ave. 247-8510 | (209) 734-2784 | 
! /62 - Michael Ghormley, #30, Mountain View stephen677@aol.com 1102033,3421 G compuserve.com | 
' 5120 Alcott Dr., Sacra- 94043 DW - Dennis Wajckus, 5924 | ostiis ioaul Com | 
J mento 95820 (916) 388- (650)964-2640 E. Illinois Ave., Fresno i 
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Places to play chess in Northern California and Northern Nevada 


Arcata 


Monday, 6-10 pm 
Arcata Chess Club 


Conference Room, Arcata Library 


James Bauman 707-822-7619 


Berkeley 

Friday, 7:15 p.m. 
Berkeley City Club 

2315 Durant 

A. Glasscoe 510-652-5324 


Burlingame 

Thursday, 7:30 p.m. 
Burlingame Lions Hall 

990 Burlingame Ave 

Scott Wilson 650-355-9402 


Campbell 

Kolty Chess Club 
Thursdays 7-11:30 p.m. 
Campbell Comm Ctr 
Winchester/W.Campbell 

F. Leffingwell 408-224-0743 


Carmel 
Call for current information 


Randall Swanson 408-626-6113 


Carmichael 

Monday 6-10 p.m. 

Senior Citizens Ctr. 

4701 Gibbons 

C. Coleman 707-678-9792 


Chico 

Thursday 7-11 p.m. 

Mtn Mike’s Pizza 

1722 Mangrove Ave 

Barry Nelson 916-873-3107 


Davis 

Thursday 7 p.m. 

Hunt Hall UCD, Room 241 
Dave Johnson 916-756-2752 


Fremont 

Fridays 7:00-on 

Sugu’s Coffee 

3602 Thornton Ave, Fremont 


Hans Poschmann 510-656-8505 


Fresno 

Mondays 6-11 p.m. 

Carls Jr. 

3820 N. Cedar Ave. 

D. Wajckus 209-252-4484 


Hayward 

Monday 7-9 p.m. 

Hayward Library 

Mission at C St 

Kerry Lawless 510-785-9352 


Humboldt County 
Call for current information 
Bob Phillips 707-839-4674 


Livermore 

Fridays 7-12 p.m. 

South Cafeteria 

Lawrence Livermore Lab 
Charles Pigg 510-447-5067 


Merced 

Merced Chess Club 

Friday 6:30 p.m. 

Merced Mall Food Court 
Dave Humpal 209-722-0764 


Madera 

Thursdays 7:00 p.m. 
Carls Jr. 

Madera Ave. & Hwy 99 
Bill Hicks 209-675-3094 


Modesto Chess Club 
Tuesday 6-10:30 p.m. 
Shakeys Pizza 

McHenery Avenue 

John Barnard 209-785-7895 


Monterey 

Open daily except Mon. 
430 Alvarado St. 
Yudacufski 408-646-8730 


Palo Alto 

Terman Community Center 
660 Arastradero #33 

Tom Dorsch 650-322-0955 


Paradise 

Tuseday 7-10 p.m. 

Paradise Senior Center 
Barry Nelson 916-873-3107 


Porterville 

Wednesday 7 p.m. 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
Corner of Henderson & Indiana 
Hans Borm 209-784-3820 


Reno, NV 

Sun-Thurs 6:30 p.m. 

2850 Wrondel Way, Suite D 
Club: 702-827-3867 

Jerry Weikel 702-747-1405 


Richmond 
Fridays 6 p.m. 
Richmond Library 
26th & MacDonald 


John Easterling 510-529-0910 


Ross Valley (Marin 
County) 

For current info, write: 
P.O. Box 69 

Ross CA 94957 


Sacramento 
Wednesday 6-10 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Ctr 


'915-27th St. 


Stewart Katz 916-444-3133 
CSU Sacramento 
student Union Bldg. 


San Anselmo 
Tuesday 7 p.m. 

Round Table Pizza, 

Red Hill Shpping Ctr 

sir Francis Drake Blvd 
Jim Mickle 415-457-2719 


San Francisco 
Mechancis' Institute 
Open daily 

57 Post St, 4th Floor 
Jim Eade 650-328-9785 


San Jose 

Tue & Fri, Noon-4 p.m. 
Willows Senior Center 

2175 Lincoln Avenue 

Jerry Marshall 408-267-1574 


Santa Clara 

2d Sat. Each month 
2:15-6:15 p:m. 

Mary Gomez Park 

F. Sierra 408-241-1447 


Santa Rosa 

Tuesdays 6-10:45 p.m. 
sonoma Coffe Company 

021 4th Street 

Keith Halonen 707-578-6125 


Santa Rosa 

Ist & Last Saturdays of month 
Adult & Youth Chess Club of 
sonoma County 

Rincon Valley Library Conference 
Room 

6959 Montecito Blvd, Santa Rosa 
Mike Haun 707-537-0162 


Stanford 

Monday 7:30-10:30 
p.m. 

student Union, Rm 
950-550d 

Andrian Keatinge-Clay 
415-497-0598 


Sunnyvale 

LERA 

Tuesday, 8 p.m. 
Lockheed Rec Ctr, Bldg 
#160 

Ken Stone 408-629- 
5530 


Tulare 

Thursday, 6:30 p.m. 
A&W Root Beer 

133 North ‘J’ Street 
Ward Forman 209-688- 
6386 


Vallejo 

Fridays 7:00 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Ctr 
333 Amador St 

Frank Harris 707-644- 
3004 


Visalia 

Wednesday 7 p.m. 
Carl’s Jr-Von’s Ctr 
Hwy 198 & Chinowth 
Allan Fifield 209-734- 
2784 


Yuba-Sutter 

Mon & Wed 7-11 p.m. 
Carls Jr 

Bridge St & Hwy 99, 
Yuba City 

Tom Giertych 916-671- 
1715 
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Vinay Bhat at the US Masters in Honolulu 
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EDITOR'S 


REPORT 


Games! Welcome to our special ‘Games Issue’! Human inter. 
est stories are nice but chess is ultimately about playing THE 
GAME that we all love. We are proud to span the generations of 
CalChess with veteran GM Walter Browne annotating three of his 
current efforts while our most recent FM (and our cover picture 
this month ) Vinay Bhat has also submitted four games, Please 
enjoy this feast of games from legandary masters to happy begin- 
ners. 

Our lead article by Lanettte Chan-Gordon is an interview 
with three of our most popular young masters: Vinay Bhat, Jordy 
Mont-Reynaud, and Jennie Frenklakh. One of the pleasures of 
being involved in Northern California chess has been watching 
these three youngsters grow from tiny mop-heads barely able to 
see the board when seated on five copies of MCO into two young 
gentlemen and a charming young lady. 

The CalChess Board of Directors meet at the end of October 
to address the financial health of our organization. It's been quite 
a number of years since a dues increase and although inflation 
has been low recently the price of everything does creep up year 
by year. While our current bank balance is reasonably healthy, 
we have been running a small but increasing deficit for several 
years. To keep the quality of our magazine high and to maintain 
the financial resources necessary to organize our various CalChess 
championships, it is necessary to raise our dues. Accordingly on 
January Ist, our base adult membership will increase from $12 
to $15. The good news is you have three months to beat the dues 
increase by renewing now at our current rates. Three years for 
$32 is a particularly great deal. The board feels that we have 
acted responsibly by approving a modest dues increase in ad- 
vance of a crisis that would loom several years down the road and 
we hope that you agree. 

Doug Shaker has joined the board of CalChess and he has 
assumed the duties of membership secretary. Subscription re- 
quests and changes of address should be directed to: Doug Shaker, 
2030 Mills Avenue, Menlo Park CA 94025. Submissions to the 
California Chess Journal should continue to come to me at: Cali- 
fornia Chess Journal, PO Box 27, Visalia CA 93279-0027 North- 
ern California is a big state and the only way I can report on chess 
in your. area is with your help. The deadline for submissions for 
the next issue of CCJ is December 15th. 
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Three Young Chess Masters Offer Insights 
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[nto the Game 
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| Lanette C. Chan-Gordon 


nter- | 


THE 
ns of 
of his 
Cture 
lease 
egin- 


rview 
Jordy 
res of 
ching 
ble to 
oung 


tober 
quite 
ation 
) year 
ilthy, 
veral 
ntain 
hess 
ly on 
1$12 
dues 
rs for 
have 
1 ad- 
land 
> has 
n re- 
aker, 
o the 
Cali- 
orth- 
'hess 
is for 


.. 29 
.. 24 
«20 
eat 
28 
ad 


li cl — 


— 4 


Three of America's best young 
chess masters. faced 80 student chal- 
lengers in a simultaneous exhibition 
held during the 1998 annual Berke- 
ley Chess School Summer Camp. 
Vinay Bhat, Jordy Mont-Reynard 
andJennie Frenklakh teamed up for 
the first time in this special event. 

Vinay, 13, a high school fresh- 
man, was winner of the 23rd Annual 
State Scholastic Championships in 
Santa Clara this past March. He has 
won six national chess titles and at 
the age of 12, placed 3rd in the World 
| Youth Chess Championships in 
| Spain. 

Jordy, 15, a junior in high school, 
| yas the silver medalist at the World 
Youth Chess Championships in 1993 
and was the only player to defeat 
gold medalist Etienne Bacrot of 
France. 

Both Vinay and Jordy have been 
the youngest U.S. player ever to at- 
tain the chess title of Master in their 


—— 


; time. 
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Jennie, 18, is attending Boston 
University and is one of the top rank- 
ing female players in the U.S. under 
the age of 20. She has been a 6 time 
U.S. representative at the World 
Youth and Junior Chess Champion- 
ships. Jenny is a co-designer of 
Chess Dominion, an interactive web 
site created to inspire kids around 





the world to 
learn to play 
chess. 

Prior to their 
simultaneous 
exhibition, a 
member of The 
Berkeley Chess 
School (BCS) 
staff interviewed the three young 
masters to determine how it is that 





Jennie Frenklakh 


they became so good and 
how chess has affected their 
lives. 

BCS: The three of you must 
know each other well by now. 
You see each other in a lot of 
tournaments. I'm curious 
how you got started in chess. 
What made you interested 
and how old were you when 
it all began? 

Jordy: I was 5-1/2 and my 
dad taught me. We played 
games and whenever I got a 
losing position he’d turn the 
board around so I always 
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won. It was like, WOW, what a great 
game. So then I eventually just went 
to tournaments and picked it up like 
that. 

Jennie: I was 4 when I learned 
and my dad taught me also. I was 
born in Belarus when it was a 
former Russian republic and chess 
was much more popular there in the 
schools and everybody played. It's 
not unusual there like it is here. 

Vinay: I learned around 6 from 
my mom. At first I started losing but 
then she would purposely make 
mistakes. That way I’d win and feel 
good about myself so that’s how I 
got interested. Then I went to tour- 
naments. That’s how I started. 

BCS: How did you become so 
good at chess? You are three out- 
standing young masters. What did 
you do? 

Jordy: I don’t know. I used to 
play a lot. Every single weekend we'd 
go to tournaments — some kind of 
thing around the Bay Area and there 
were always scholastics. I just 
played all the time. So, I don’t know, 
just keep playing. At the beginning 
I just played a lot. 

Jennie: When I started out 
playing, we had a city team and we'd 
compete against other cities and I 
was on my dad's team. I never ac- 
tually played individual tourna- 
ments that much because in Rus- 
sia it was mostly team competition. 
And then I came to America and I 
guess somewhere in between there 
I skipped a year and then I got back 
into it when I came here. Not very 
many girls played here so I started 
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being invited to world champion- 
ships and I thought, WOW, this is 
neat. I've been going abroad every 
year since I was 12 and I just play a 
lot. I never really had a coach. I prac- 





ticed by playing. 


Vinay: | played a lot of teams. I 


studied a little bit. When I started 
getting better then I started going 
to tournaments. 


BCS: At what point did you 


start getting serious about improv- 
ing your game, when you really sat 
down and started studying books 
and have a coach? Did that come 
much later? 


HN 


Vinay Bhat of San Jose, who is 
just entering high school this fall, 
has had a remarkable year on the 
chessboard and has already racked 
up an impressive series of accom- 
plishments. 

Vinay started the year right by 
tying for first place at the presti- 
gious People's Tournament in Ber- 
keley, one of the area's oldest and 
strongest open events on 
President's Day weekend. The next 
month he won the state scholastic 
championship, taking the title as 
of Northern California Junior 
Champion from a field that in- 
cluded all of this state's best jun- 
iors. His victory qualified him to 
represent Northern California in 
the Denker Tournament of High 
School Champions in Hawaii, 
where he played against the best 
players from every state in the 
country. Again, he distinguished 
himself by finishing second in a 
very strong event. He scored an- 
other impressive result when he 
tied for first at the 32nd Annual 
LERA (Sunnyvale) Class Champi- 
onships, a tournament that always 
attracts a strong field of masters. 

Vinay alternates his wins at the 
strongest local tournaments with 
impressive results in national and 
international competition, and this 


Jordy: No, there wasn'ta single 
point when I said, okay I’m going to 


devote my time to this. It kind of 


went on. I played a few tournaments 
and then I did well in them and then 
I played a few more and then I 
played a lot more. I don’t think there 
was really a point. I just kept going 
with that. 

Jennie: It’s not actually like, 
now I’m going to study this book, 
and I'm going to get it. It’s more the 
attitude you have about it. If you 
say, okay I’m going to be better, then 
you go out and you try your hard- 
est no matter if you have the re- 


VINAY BHAT 
A Remarkable Year 


by 
Tom Dorsch 


year has been a particularly good 
one for him. At the US Cadet 
Championship, he tied for first and 
defeated the co-winner in their in- 
dividual game. The Cadet brings 
together the highest-rated juniors 
in the country based on their age 
groups. 

At the 1998 Pan-American 
Youth Chess Championships in 
Brazil, a FIDE (International Chess 
Federation) event, Vinay won a gold 
medal for the best result in the age- 
14 group, and was awarded the 
title of FIDE Master. Vinay’s 
“golden” performance contributed 
to the best result an American team 
has had in international competi- 
tion in decades. 

Vinay's powerful performances 
in tournament play are all the more 
remarkable because he comes from 
San Jose, California. Although it 
is the largest city in Northern Cali- 
fornia, it does not even have a 
chess club, and there is almost no 
tournament activity where he lives. 
The nearest active clubs are in 
Campbell and Burlingame. 

The lack of a strong chess base 
means a lack of trainers and 
coaches. Since the “Russian inva- 
sion” of the Eighties, it has been 
taken for granted that good results 
depend on good coaching, and 
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sources or not. I don't know when | 
actually made the jump or if there 
was ever a jump. It just was gradu 
I guess. 
Vinay: 


al 


I studied throughout 
not very much but throughout gp 
that there was a gradual Change 
until I made master. That was the 
biggest change. 

BCS: How did it feel when yoy 
became a master. It must have been 
very thrilling for you. 

Jordy: I’ve forgotten. 

Jennie: Actually, it took me so 
long and once I made it I dropped 
back again. But just knowing you ve 


most of the best young stars, like 
Irina Krush or Stuart Rachels, have 
been well-coached. 

The strongest support for Vinay 
is his dedicated family. Older 
brother Harish, a former Santa 
Clara County High School Cham- 
pion, is now at Harvard pursuing 
career goals. His mother Vijaya 
and his father Subru never waiver 
in their support, tirelessly invest- 
ing in his success when funding 
falls short and ferrying Vinay to 
and from tournaments all over the 
Bay Area and throughout Europe 
and South America. Maintaining 
an active chess career is very ex- 
pensive, even without regular 
coaching, and without the dedica- 
tion of his family it would not have 
been possible for Vinay to achieve 
such great success. 

But as long as Vinay is active, 
he will contribute beautiful games 
and exciting competition to North- 
ern California's chess community. 
He is already one of the best local 
players, and he is still improving. 
With his talent, there are no barri- 
ers to achievement at the highest 
levels—unless he is seduced away 
by the higher standard of living 
provided by other professions. 
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peen there. If you want to really 
maintain at a high level you have to 


-really devote time to it. I wish I had 
| more time to devote to chess but I 


| 


don't know. Some people think edu- 
cation is more important. (Laughter) 

BCS: What suggestions can 
you make to other kids? There are 


| about 80 kids here today who you 





are going to be playing in a simul. 


| What suggestions can you make to 
| them about what they can do to 


improve their game’ 
Jordy: I say just play a lot, go 


| to every tournament you can and 


don't get too stressed out about how 
you are doing in each individual 


game because it’s an experience and 


eventually you will start picking up 


| new patterns. I don't think they 





| 


should be studying hours per hours. 
They should just go out and have 
fum and play. If they get serious 
about it then they can study. 

BCS: Are you talking about 
both scholastic and adult tourna- 
ments? 

Jordy: I think it would be good 
to have experience against adults 
because when I was playing I played 
scholastic and adult tournaments. 
[think it is helpful. 

Jennie: I think the most im- 
portant thing is not to get discour- 
aged ever, because losing is such a 
huge part of the game. You're going 
tolose a lot. I’ve just been talking to 


| acouple of the girls and they're say- 
ing they are the only ones in their 





| 


| 
| 


dass. The boys tell them they're 
pretty good for a girl, and all that 
stuff, which I have heard many 
times. Just show them what you can 
do and play your best and don't 
worry about the results. 

Vinay: You can’t give up early, 
otherwise if you give up because you 
lost or you did badly, you are not 
going to follow through. Just play 
lor fun early on and you can get se- 
nous later. 

BCS: How do you handle win- 
ning and losing? They are so much 
apart of this game and it is always 
difficult to lose. But it is sometimes 
difficult to win too, because then you 
may have expectations of yourself. 

Jordy: Chess is really a strange 
game, because if you win a game you 
are floating on the clouds, so noth- 
ing could make you sad. But if you 


lose a game your whole world has 
just blown up. People will say, | 
know how you're feeling and you 
say, no you don't. There is nothing 
in the world that could make you 
happy. The feelings thankfully go 
away after awhile so if you lose a 
really important match one day and 
you're kicking yourself, the next day 
you can almost laugh at it. That's 
how it is for me, otherwise I would 
quit chess. 

Jennie: The good thing about 
this game is you always have an- 
other chance. If you lose you know 
you have so many more tourna- 
ments. You don't have to retire when 
you're 20. You can play forever. One 
game, one match, even if it is im- 
portant, you know you are going to 
make it there again and have other 
chances, especially in these world 
tournaments. You go one year and 
expect to do really well and then you 
get second instead of first. It’s all 
part of the game. 

Vinay: I think losing is some- 
times hard, especially an important 
game, but the world’s not over if 
you've lost one game. You get a sec- 
ond chance. 

BCS: How do you prepare your- 
selves mentally for a big tourna- 
ment? Do you do anything special 
or do you just approach the tour- 
nament as a new challenge? 

Vinay: I don't do much for men- 
tal preparation. I just take it one 
game at a time. 

Jennie: Usually I don't have 
anything planned ever, chesswise. 
When I have a tournament Satur- 
day I decide Friday night if I am go- 
ing because I don't know how much 
homework I'm going to have that 
weekend and I don’t know what 
other plans I have. If I know there is 
a big tournament in a few weeks, 
Ill ask, Dad am I going? He will say, 
well, I don't know. Are you going? 
And I say, well, Dad, you're sup- 
posed to get me the ticket and all 
that stuff. Usually the first round is 
the most stressful for me. And once 
you get into the habit and you know 
what time to get up and you know 
everyone in the tournament then it 
goes okay. But the first round, es- 
pecially if I'm playing a really tough 
player, is the most difficult. 

BCS: Is that true for the rest of 


you, that the first round is the most 
difficult or is it the last round? 

Jennie: Oh yeah. If you're play- 
ing on Board 1 the last round is all 
or nothing. 

Jordy: The first round is im- 
portant because it sets the tone for 
the whole tournament. If you lose 
the first round then sometimes it's 
like, why am J here. I’m going to play 
some really low player and have to 
work my way up again at some 
point. If you win the first round then 
you're getting started. 

BCS: How do you think chess 
has benefited you? 

Jordy: It’s given me lots of 
muscles. (Laughter) 

Jennie: I’ve met a lot of people. 
All my friends, except for school 
friends, are chess players. I am used 
to going to so many tournaments 
and I meet so many friends even in 
other countries. I write to them 
sometimes and we keep in touch. 
And also I get to see places. 

Jordy: It gives you a nice per- 
spective on the whole world and I’m 
not just confined to Palo Alto or 
Mountain View or whatever. 

Jennie: And into other cultures 
too. You can have your opponents 
not knowing English or Russian or 
any other language and you are 
communicating by playing and dif- 
ferent signs you can do. Mostly 
travel and friends and just the game 
itself is fun. I ask myself a lot, why 
do I play this game. It's just because 
every game is different and you al- 
ways have to come up with new 
ideas. 

Jordy: It makes you meet new 
challenges and there is a whole edu- 
cational part of it. l'm sure it's 
helped in school with math, all these 
things relate. 

Vinay: It's helped in school, but 
I also like the traveling and having 
fun is a big part of it. 

BCS: How may tournaments do 
you travel to outside of this area? 

Jennie: This year I haven't been 
playing much. Three or four years 
ago was my busy period. I played 
the nationals this year for the first 
time because it was my last chance 
when I was in Los Angeles. I usu- 
ally go to one tournament abroad a 
year but I don't know if that is still 
going to be going on. I'm going to 
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college first of all and there are other 
people who are exceeding my rat- 
ing. But it’s been a great experience 
playing chess and going everywhere 
so I encourage everyone to play. 

BCS: What are your goals? 

Jordy: I don’t know. I don't 
think I want to be a professional 
chess player devoting my entire life 
to it. Even though chess is a big 
world, it’s not that big. There are 
only so many parts of the game. It’s 
great to have as a side hobby and if 
your're really good at it you can al- 
ways go back to tournaments on 
weekends. 

Jennie: I don't see the day 
when I completely stop playing. 
Even if I take a break for a couple of 
years I still will be looking forward 
to getting back. Now I have college. 
Who knows if I go to medical school 
or whatever. People tell me that 
when I go to college I won't have any 
time to play but I'll try to make some 
time. Just keep on playing. I don't 
really have a goal in the chess world, 
being a grandmaster, that would be 
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great but it takes a lot of everything. 

Vinay: I don't have any goals. 

BCS: I thought I read that you 
wanted to be world champion. Is 
that still true? 

Vinay: Alittle bit, but that's far 
away. 

BCS: What qualities do each of 
you think you have that enabled you 
to become chess masters at such an 
early age? Because obviously a lot 
of kids do play and they play a lot 
and they don't become masters? 

Jordy: My perspective on 
things. I lose and I can laugh at it. I 
think that is really important in 
chess. These youngsters have to 
learn that losing is just part of the 
game, it's not the end of the game. 

Jennie: You say that today. 
(Laughter) 

BCS: Do you look upon your 
losses as an opportunity to learn? 

Jordy: Some of the time. Some 
losses you just say I don't want to 
learn from, that I just want to for- 
get it. Yeah, definitely. 

Jennie: Also, patience is a big 
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stributor for Jaques of Linda; 


thing. Just sitting at the board seven 
hours. You don't notice it that much 
when you're playing but sometimes 
every move you walk around. S, 
patience and getting over the bad 
times and looking ahead. 

Vinay: I play chess at high ley- 
els. You've got to have a strong mind. 
You've got to be able to sit there anq 
concentrate and you can't be dis. 
couraged by one loss. 

Jennie: Sportsmanship is a big 
thing. I might have a forced mate in 
two and the person will sit there and 
wait for the time to run out just to 
tell everyone that they lasted an 
hour. It’s so frustrating because 
they’re wasting their own time and 
my time. 

BCS: Do you have any other 
advice that you'd like to give to kids 
regarding chess? 

Jordy: Play chess. 

Jennie: Teach your friends. 

BCS: It was a pleasure talking 
with you. Thank you. $ 
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A FEAST OF GAMES 
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Three Games Annotated 
by GM Walter Browne 


Mezentzev,I - Browne, W 
[B87] Lera Swiss 
August 17, 1997 


| 1e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 


Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.Bc4 e6 7.Bb3 b5 
8.0-0 Be7 9.a4 b4 10.Na2 O-O 
11.Nxb4 Qb6! ( Considered dubi- 
ous by ECO. The fact is many of 
their assessments are dubious! ) 


| 12.c3 Nxe4 (...a5!? however why 


-= 


———— = - — 


I-— “ 


=e -— 


create a hole on b5 while driving 
the knight from a poor location?) 
13.45 Qc7 14.Be3?! (14.Re1-) Nc5 
15.Bc2 Bb7 16.f4 (16.Qgh5 g6 
17.Qh6 Nbd7 and black is solid 
partly due to the b4 knight !) Nbd7 
17.5?! e5 
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18.Ne2 (18.f6?! Nxf6! 19.Nf5 
Nce4! with advantage to black) 
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. M6 19.Ng3 d5 (The white attack 


has fizzled as I expand in the cen- 
ter with superior options.) 20.Nh5 
Ncd7! ( Nxh5? 21.Qxh5 f6 22.Rf3) 
21.Nxf6+ Nxf6 22.Nd3 Bd6 23.Bb6 
Qe7 24.Ra4 Bc6 (...Rac8 25.Rh4 
Rc4!? 26.Rh3 Rg4 27.Nf2 Bc5, but 

. 28.Bxc5 Qxc5 29.b4! Qa7 
30.Kh1 Rf4 (...Rg5 is better.) 
31.Nd3 Rxf1+ 32.Qxfl Re8 33.Nc5 
and white is much better off than 
inthe game.) 25.Rh4 Bb5! 26.Rel 
Bxd3! 27.Bxd3(It’s seemed I’ve 
wasted time, yet I’ve slowed the 
attack and the resulting endings 
all favor black. For example; 
27.Qxd3 Bc5+ 28.Bxc5 Qxc5+ 
29.Qe3 Qxa5d 30.Qxe5?? Rfe8 - +) 
Bcb« 28.Kf1l (28.Kh1 Ne4-+) e4 
29.Bbl Bxb6 30.axb6 Qc5 31.g4 
h6 32.0d2 (I thought it was a 
wrap, but I still have to be care- 
ful to secure the win.) Rab8 33.g5 
hxg5 34.Qxg5 Rxb6 35.Re2 Rfb8 
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(An intriguing alternative Qc4! 
36.Kel Qxe2+ ! 37.Kxe2 Rxb2+ 
38.Ke3 Rxb1 must be winning and 
white’s army is overextended 
whereas black is perfectly com- 
pact. The weak c-pawn and poorly 
placed white king make the vic- 
tory a certainty yet with 29 min- 
utes left in a sudden death time 
control I wanted something 
easier.) 36.Qg2 (36.Rg2 Kf8 
37.Qxg7+ Ke7 38.Rh6? Rg8-+) 
36...a5 37.Ba2! Qd6! 38.Kel Qe5 
39.Qh3 Kf8 40.Rh8+ Ke7 ( The 
king is quite safe now and it’s 
counterpart will start to feel the 
breeze!) 41.Rxb8 Rxb8 42.Qe3 Kf8 
43.Qc5+ Kg8 (The safest spot af- 
ter exchanging one pair of rooks.) 
44.Qxa5 Qxf5 45.Qc7?! Ra8-+ 
46.b4 e3! 47.b5 Qe4! O-1 


sas 


MSS 





Browne ,W - Maloney, M 
Fresno Open 
Round 3 


1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 
d6 5.Nf3 0-0 6.Be2 e5 7.0-0 Nc6 
8.d5 Ne7 9.b4 Nd7 (...Nh5 10.Rel 
Nf4 11.Bfl a5 12.bxa5 Rxab5 is 
more popular.) 10.Ba3 f5 11.c5 
Nf6 (...fxe4?! 12.Ng5! Nf6 13.Bc4 
and white has the option of tak- 
ing back on e4 later or hopping 
into e6!) 12.Nd2 Bh6!? (...dxc5? 
13.bxc5 fxe4 14.d6 Nf5 15.Ndxe4 
Nd4 16.Bc4+ is superior for white.) 
13.f3 Be3+ 14.Kh1 f4 15.Nc4 Bd4 
16.cxd6 ( The alternative 16.Rcl 
Nh5 17.Qel Nf5!! 18.exf5 Ng3+! 
19.hxg3 Qg5 20.Rf2 Qh6+ 21.Kg1 
fxg3 and I would have lost a min- 
iature! ) 16...cxd6 (...Bxc3 17.dxe7 
Qxe7 18.b5 Bb4 19.d6! Bxd6 
20.Nxd6 with advantage to white) 
17.Nb5! (17.Qd2 Nh5 18.Racl 
and...Nf5 (or possibly...Rf5!?) 
19.exf5 Rxf5 20.Ne4 Ng3+ 
21.Nxg3 fxg3 looked deadly. With 


this exchange sac my king 
breathes a sigh of relief! ) 
17...Bxal 18.Qxal Ne8 





17 
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(Still, I'm a full exchange 
down.)19.Nbxd6!! ( An offer that 
cannot be refused!) Nxd6 20.Qxe5 
Nf7 (...Nxc4 (...Ne8 21.b5 Rf7 
22.d6 and white is better ) 
21.Bxc4 Rf7 22.Bb2 with a white 
plus) 21.Qc3 Nf5 ( Black must give 
a piece back, but I've still got my 
dark bishop which ensures other 






booty. ) 22.exf5 gxf5 23.Bb2 Qg5. 


24.Rgl! ( No rest for black as the 
g-line is pried open.) Rd8 25.g3 
Kf8 26.gxf4 Qh6 (...Qxf4 27.Qg7+ 
Ke7 28.Bf6+ and white is better) 
27.b5! Rxd5 28.Ba3+ Ke8 29.Qb4 
Qe6 (There was no defense. 
)30.Qf8+ Kd7 31.Rg7 1-0 


Browne ,W - Koepcke,R 
Lera Sunnyvale Class Champ 
Round 4 - August 16, 1997 


1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 b6 4.g3 Ba6 
5.Nbd2 c5 6.Bg2 Bb7 7.e4 cxd4 
8.0-0 d6 9.Nxd4 Nbd7 (...Qd7 
10.Rel1 Nc6 11.Nxc6 Bxc6 12.b3?! 
Be7 13.Bb2 =) 10.Rel Qc7 11.a4! 
Be7 12.a5 a6 (...0-0? 13.a6 and 
white is better) 13.axb6 Qxb6 
14.N2b3 Rc8 15.Na5 Ba8 16.b3! ( 
White is slightly better. ) 0-0 
17.Bb2 Rfe8 (17...Ne8 18.Qd2 Bf6) 
18.Re3! ( It was difficult to find 
the right plan. When I saw the text 
it all clicked. ) Nc5 19.Qe2 Bf8 
20.Nc2 Nb7 21.Bd4 Qd8 22.Nxb7 
Bxb7 


T- 
mim m 


AG 
Br imi 
i f, 


à nnn 


sinit. Z 





23.e5! Bxg2 (...dxe5 24.Bxe5 
Bxg2 25.Kxg2 and white is a little 





California CbessJournal e Autumn 1998 


7 


wee ee D: 








better.) 24.exf6 Bb7 25.fxg7 Bxg7 
26.Bxg7 Kxg7 27.Rd1! (Eyeing the 
d-pawn, but more importantly 
Rd4-g4 or h4 with a strong attack. 
) d5 28.cxd5 Bxd5 (...exd5? 
29.Nd4 is a positional nightmare 
for black!) 29.Nb4 a5 30.Nxd5 
exd5 31.Q94+ Kf8 32.Rxe8+ Qxe8 
33.Qf5 Rd8 ( For better or hearse 
.Qe6 (...Kg8 34.Qg5-« KfS 
35.Rxd5 with advantage to white.) 
34.Qxh7 Ke7 although white 
should win. ) 34.Qf6! 1-0 (...Qd7 
35.Rel Kg8 36.Re5 h6 37.Qh6 ) 


Four Games Annotated 
by FM Vinay Bhat 


Bhat,V (2255) 
Liascovich,L [B52] 
Pan American Youth 
Championships 
Round 2, November 5, 1998 


l.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.Bb5+ | 
scored two and a half points out of 
three from this variation. 3...Bd7 
4.Bxd7+ Nxd7 [4...Qxd7 This is 
slightly more popular.] 5.0-0 Ngf6 
6.9Qe2 e6 7.b3 Be7 [7...96 I faced 
this in a later round. 8.c3 (8.Bb2!? 
Bg? 9.c4 0-0 10.d4 cxd4 11.Bxd4? 
Bhat-Ariel Pan-Am Championships 
1998) 8...Bg7 9.d4?] 8.Bb2 0-0 9.c4 
Qc7?! The queen is vulnerable here 
and it doesn’t do anything. [!9...Qb6 
Exerting pressure on the d4- 
square.] 10.d4 cxd4 11.Nxd4 Nc5 
12.Nc3 Rad8 13.Radl1 Rfe8 
14.Kh1 a6 15.f4 White is develop- 
ing undistrurbed so Black tries to 
initiate some play in the center. 
White’s plan is to try for either an 
eventual e5 or f5, breaking open the 
kingside. 15...d5? Loses material. 


un Nin 
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[15...Bf8!? Black doesn't have many 
other useful moves. 16.Qf8 ...d5 is 
stopped and Black has no other 


breaks. White just needs to redeploy 
his pieces to prepare for an attack 
on the kingside.] 16.exd5 exd5 
17.Nxd5?! Not the most accurate 


move, as now Black's bishop gains 
the f6-square. [17.cxd5 This is bet- 
ter than what I played. Black is fur- 
ther cramped by the knight on f6, 
so his bishop must go to d6 or f8. 
17...Bf8 (17...Nxd5? 18.Nxd5 Rxd5 
Transposing into the game.) 18.Qf3 
White is a clear pawn up.] 17...Nxd5 
18.cxd5 Rxd5? Black should have 
just given up the pawn. [Better is 
IG. BIO T9013 (19/70c2-Rx*xd5 
20.Nb5?? Rxdl1 Black will win a 
piece after 21.Rxd1 axb5) 19...Qd7= 
The d-pawn can’t be guarded be- 
cause of the pin along the h8-a1 di- 
agonal.] 19.Nb5 axb5 20.Rxd5 Ra8 
21.Rfd1 BfS [21...Rxa2?? 22.Rd8-! 
(22.b4 would also win, but 22.Rd8+! 
is more forcing.) ] 22.Be5 Qa5 
23.Qc2? [23.Bxg7! Bxg7 24.Rxc5 
White has broken up Black's 
kingside and gained a pawn in the 
process.] 23...Na6 [23...Qxa2? 
24.Rxc5 Bxc5 25.Qxc5 Qxb3 26.Rc1 
White is completely winning.] 
24.Rd7 Nc5 25.R7d5 White isn't 
making any process. [25.Rc7? f6 
This equalizes material as the 
bishop can't move due to the state 
of the c7-rook.] 25...Na6 26.Qc4 
Forcing a won ending. 26...bxc4 
27.Rxab f6 28.Bal The other re- 
treats aren't as good. [28.Bd4 Rd8 
The pin is very annoying.; 28.Bc3 
The bishop is in the way of the c-file 
here. 28...Rc8; 28.Bb2!? The best 
alternative. 28...Rc8 Reaching a 
position similar to the game 
continuation. (28...Bb4? 29.Rad5+- 
Black can’t prevent an exchange of 
rooks.) ] 28...Rc8 29.bxc4 Rxc4 
30.Bd4 Nb4 31.Ra4 Threatening 
a3, pinning and winning the knight 
on b4. 31...Rc2 32.a3 Nc6 
[32...Ra2? 33.Rxb4 Bxb4 34.axb4 
White is a clear piece up.] 33.Bg1 
Rc3 34.RaS8 Rc4 [34... Rxa3? runs 
into 35.Rxf8+ Kxf8 36.Bc5+ Picking 
up a rook.] 35.Rc8 Na5 36.Rdd8 
Rxc8 37.Rxc8 Kf7 38.Bc5 Bxc5 
39.Rxc5 b6 40.Rc7+ Black re- 
signed as he is an exchange down, 
and his knight has no future. This 
game was played in the second 
round. I went on to tie for first and 
win the gold medal on tiebreaks with 


a score of 6.5 out 8. I won 5 games 
and drew three. 1-0 


Watson,J (2365) 
Bhat,V (2235) 
[D43] 

U.S. Masters 
Round 6, July 26, 1998 


1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 c6 4.Nf 
Nf6 5.Bg5 h6 6.Bh4 dxc4 7.e4 g5 
8.Bg3 b5 9.Be2 Bb7 The wrong 
move order which allows White to 
get a good position. [9...Bb4 Black 
should force White to guard the e- 
pawn before developing his 
queenside. 10.0-0 (10.9c2?! g4 
1 1.Nd2 Qxd4 Black is now up two 
pawns. 12.Rd1 Qb6 White has some 
compensation.) 10...Bxc3 11.bxc3 
Nxe4 12.Ne5 Nd7 13.Bh5 0-0^» 
14.Nxf7 Rxf7 15.Bxf7+ Kxf7 16.Qc2 
The position is unclear.] 10.e5! Nd5 
I had no intention of repeating the 
line that Anand played against 
Kramnik. [10...Nh5? 11.a4! a6 











12.Nxg5! Nxg3 13.Nxf7 Kxf7 14.fxg3 
Kg8 15.0-0 White later achieved a 
won position, but failed to convert. 
Kramnik-Anand Beograd 1997 
11.h4 g4 12.Nd2 h5 [12...Nxc3 
13.bxc3 c5 14.Qb1! This saves 
White. White threatens the b-pawn 
as well Nxc4 or Bxc4 taking advan- 
tage... ol. the.. unprotected 
bishop.(14.0-0 cxd4 15.cxd4 Qxd4 
16.Bxg4 Bb4—- White's knight sur- 
prisingly has no way to escape, as 
moving to f3 loses the g4-bishop and 
moving to bl loses the al-rook.; 
14.Bxg4 cxd4 15.cxd4 Qxd4 16.0-0 
Bb4-+ As in the above variation.) | 
13.Nde4 Threatening Nxd5 and 
Nf{6+. 13...Nd7 14.0-0 Qb6 
[14...Qa5 Probably better than the 
continuation I chose. Black prepares 
to develop his bishop to b4 as in the 
game, but he need not waste time 
with a5 now.] 15.Rb1 Bb4 White 
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| was threatening to play b3. [15...0- 

0-0? 16.Ng5 The f-pawn is doomed. | 
| 16.9d2 ab To guard the bishop. 
| [16...0-0-0? PT.Nxd5- "exdb 

(17...Bxd2? 18.Nxb6+ Nxb6 

19.Nxd2+-) 18.Qxb4 dxe4 19.b3 

With a powerful attack to follow. 
| Black's pawn shelter is going to be 
smashed, and so his king will be in 
ouble.] 17.f3!? Opening up the 
ķingside. [17.Qg5!? An interesting 
alternative which tries to prevent 
Black from castling as long as pos- 
sible. 17...Qxd4 18.Rfdl Qb6 
19.987 Rf8 20.Qh7 0-0-0 21.Qxh5 
White will win the g-pawn. 21...Kb8! 
Getting out of any checks on d6. 
22. Qxg4 (22.Bxg4!?) 22...Rg8 23.Qf3 
| (5,] 17...£xf3 18.Rxf3 0-0-0 Black 
| is going to lose the backward f- 
| pawn, so I thought that my best 
| chance was to bring all my pieces 
into play. 19.Rxf7 c5! Black must 
try for counterplay or else White will 
get a powerful bind on Black's posi- 
tion. [19...Kb8? This is too slow. 
Black wants to play c5 without hav- 
ing to worry about Nd6+. 20.a3! 
Nxc3 21.bxc3 Bxa3 22.Bxc4+ Now 
it will be very difficult to open the 
a8-hl diagonal, as the b-file is 
open.] 20.Nd6+ Kb8 21.dxc5?! I 
thought that this gave Black too 





|, much play. Black saves his bishop 


pair and they point menancingly at 
White's king. [21.Nxb7! This is the 


| best move. 








23.e6+? Kxb7 24.Qf4 Qxe6 25.Qc7+ 
Ka8 At the momment White’s f7- 


| rook and e2-bishop are attacked 


and there is no clear way for White 
to defend. 26.Rf2 d3 27.Bf3 Rc8 


| Chasing the queen away. (27...Bc5? 


28.Qxa5+ Kb7 29.Qxb5+ Kags 


| 30.Kh1! Bxf2?? 31.Bxd5++-) 28.Qf4 


| 


| 


Rhf8 29.Qg5 Bc5 Black is already 
up two pawns and since he is going 
toget the rook, Black should be win- 
ning; Alb) 23.Qf4? Kxb7 


(23...Qxb7? 24.e6+ Winning a piece.) 
24.Bf3 (24.e6?Transposing into line 
Ala).) 24...Qc6 25.e6? (25.a3 Bcd 
White’s attack has run out of steam. 
26.066 Qxe6 27.Qc7+ Ka6-+) 
25...Qxe6 26.Qc7+ (26.a3! Bcd 
27.Qc7+ Ka6 28.Rel) Alb1) 
26...Ka8 A1b11) 27.Rel1? Bxel 
282r Bgxe3xw nas xe 77 
29.Bxd5#) 29.Rxe6 Bxc7-+; A1lb12) 
2T7iRezül27))BDxeT (27. e 
28.Bxd5#) 28.Rel Qxel+ 29.Bxel 
Nf6 30.Qxe7 Rhe8 31.Qxf6 Rxel+ 
32.Kh2 Ree8 33.Qa6+ Kb8 
34.Qxb5++-; Alb2) 26...Ka6y The 
only move.; Alc) 23.Qg5! 23...Kxb7 
24.Bf3 Alc1) 24...Qc6? 25.e6 Qxe6 
(25...Rhg8 26.Bxd5 Rxg5 27.Bxc6+ 
Kxc6 28.hxg5+-) 26.Bxd5++-; A1c2) 
24...Rhg8 Probably the best. 
25.Bxd5+ Ka6 26.Qf4 Rg4 27.Qf3 
(27.Qf2? Nxe5 28.Bxe5 Rxd5 29.Rf6 
Bd6-+) 27...d3+ 28.Kh1 (28.Bf2? 
Bc5-+) 28...d2 29.e6! Nc5 Alc21) 
30.Bc7? Rxh4+ 31.Kgl Qa7! 
32.Bxd8 Nd7+! 33.Kf1 (33.Qf2 Bc5) 
33...Rh1+ 34.Ke2 Rel+ 35.Rxel 
dxe1Q#; Alc22) 30.Bb7+ 30...Ka7 
31.Bc8++-; A2) 22.Bf2! 22...Qxb7 
(22; UKC 29.BxDO cxd2 
24.Nxd8+-) 23.Bxd4 Nxc3 24.bxc3 
Qe4+ Black’s King is wide open, but 
it seems hard for White to make 
good use of it. Ne5 is coming up 
when Bf3 is stopped.; B) 21...Kxb7!? 
I didn't like this during the game 
because the d7-knight is pinned and 
after 22.Bf2 the queen is under pres- 
sure from the bishop. 22...cxd4 
23.Bxd4 Bc5 The position is quite 
complex. 24.Bxc5 (24.Rd1!? Kb& 
Threatening Nxe5.) 24...Qxc5+ 
25.Kh1 Rhf8 Trying to break the pin 
along the seventh rank. (25...Kb8 
26.Nxd5 Qxd5 27.0xa5- Qxe5 
28.Bf34-) 26.Rg7!? (26.Rxf8 Rxf8 1 
think that Black is fine here as the 
e-pawn is hard to defend. 27.Ne4 
Qb6 28.Nd6* Kb8-) 26...Kb8? 
27.Nxd5 (27.Ne4 Qb6-) 27... 9xd5 
28.Qxd5 exd5 29.e6 Followed by e7, 
winning a rook.; C) 21...Qxb7 22.Bf2 
(22.dxcb | Bxcb**) 22...cxd4 
(22..Rdf8 23.Rxf8- Rxf8 24.Bxh5 
cxd4 25.Bxd4 Rf4 Threatening both 
Rxd4 and Bc5 as well as Rxh4. 
26.Bf2 Nxe5 27.Bg3 Bc5* 28.Khl 
Be3 29.9el Nd3 30.Bxf4* N5xf4 
31.Bf3 Qb6 Black has some com- 
pensation, but I don’t think it is 
enough.) 23.Bxd4 C1) 23...Nxc3?! 
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24.bxc3 Qe4? 25.Rdl! Bas 
(25:..Nxe5? * 26.Bxeb* :Qxeo 
27.Qxd8+ Rxd8 28.Rxd8#) 26.Bf3 
Qg6 27.Ba7+ Kxa7 28.Rxd7+ Rxd7 
29.Qxd7+ Kb8 30.Qb7#; C2) 
23...Rhg8 24.Bf3 Black’s pieces are 
uncoordinated and it will take a 
while before Black can regroup. 
24...007 25.a9- Bxc9. 26,bxce3«] 
21...Bxc5+ 22.Kh2 Bc6 Protecting 
the b-pawn and preserving the 
bishop pair. 23.Nce4 Be3 24.Qel1 
Bd4 25.a4 Rhg8 Both of us were in 
time pressure here. I had ideas of 
sacrificing on g3 to get rid of a pow- 
erful bishop and to get the e5-pawn, 
when Black has a dangerous attack. 
[25...Bxe5? A) 26.Rxd7? Bxg3+ 
27.Qxg3 Bxd7 (27...Rxd7? 28.Nf7++- 
) 28.Nf7+ Ka7 29.Nxh8& Rxh8 
30.axb5+; B) 26.axb5 26...Bxb5 
27.Nxb5 Qxb5 28.Rxd7 Rxd7 
29.Bxe5+ White will be up two 
pieces after he takes on h8.; 
25...Nxe5? 26.axb5 Now Black can't 
play 26...Bxb5 due to (26...Ba8 
27.Nxc4 Qxb5 28.Nxe5 White is up 
a piece and will get more after Black 
moves his queen away.) 27.Rb7+ 
winning the queen.] 26.axb5 Bxb5 
27.Nxb5 Qxb5 28.Nd6 Qc6 
29.Rxd7? The exchange sacrifice is 
not necessary. [29.Bxc4? Rxg3! 
30.Qxg3? Otherwise White is down 
a piece. 30...Bxe5 Pinning and win- 
ning the queen.; !29.Nxc4 Now the 
e-pawn is guarded. White is now 
threatening the a-pawn. 29...Ne3 
Threatening both Nxc4 as well as 
Qxg2#. 30.Nxe3 A) 30...Rxg3 
31.Kxg3 (31.Qxg3?? Bxe5) 31...Rg8+ 
32.Kh2 (32.Kf2?? Oxg2#) 32...Nxe5; 
B) 30...Bxe3 With the idea that if 
31.Qxa5? (Better is 31.Bf3 when 
White is much better.) 31...Rxg3! 
32.Kxg3 Rg8+ 33.Kh3 Qxg2#] 
29...Rxd7 30.Bxc4 Rdg7 31.Bb5 
Qb6 32.Rc1 Rxg3 33.Qxg3 Rxg3 
34.Rc8+ Ka7 35.Bc6 Threatening 
mate. 35...Qxc6!? I decided not to 
worry about the mate threat on a8. 
[35...Qxb2 Also wins. 36.Ra8+ Kb6 
37.Nc4+ Kxc6 38.Nxb2 Rg4-+] 
36.Rxc6 Bxe5 37.Nb5+ Kb7 
38.Rxe6 Rxg2+ Both of us were in 
severe time pressure and I wasn't 
looking for more than one win. 
[38...Re34 Also winning. 39.Kgl 
Bh2+-+ Picking up the stray rook.] 
39.Kxg2 Nf4+ This is when the 
Tournament Director called White's 


9 


wms owman a 





flag. I wasn’t sure what was going 
on so I kept on playing. 


Vy, 4, 
$ W AV 











[39...Nf4+ 40.Kf3 Nxe6 41.Ke4 This 
was when we stopped play, but it 
was shown by the TD that White had 
not completed 40 moves before his 
flag fell. Black is clearly winning. 
After 41...Bxb2, he is a piece and a 
pawn up. After this game, I had 3.5 
out of 6. I won the next game and 
needed to beat IM Anthony Saidy in 
the eighth round to near qualifica- 
tion for an IM norm. However, I lost 
and then the last round I lost as well 
so I ended up with a mediocre score 
of 4.5 out of 9.] O-1 


Bhat,V (2255) 
Siegel,N (2240) 
[BO3]U.S. Cadet 

Round 6, July 11, 1998 


1.e4 Nf6 2.e5 Nd5 3.d4 d6 4.c4 
Nb6 5.exd6 cxd6 [5...exd6!? This 
offers Black more chances.] 6.Nc3 
g6 7.Be3 Bg7 8.Rc1 0-0 9.b3 To 
guard the c-pawn. 9...Nc6 [9...e5 
10.dxe5 dxe5 11.Qxd8 Rxd8 12.c5 
N6d7 (12...Nd5? 13.Rd1 Be6 14.Bc4 
White will win material.) 13.Bc4 Nc6 
14.Nf3? Threatening Ng5.] 10.d5 
Ne5 11.Be2 Qe8?! Black wants to 
play r...e6.; [41 1...66.,12.14. Ned 7 
13.dxe6 Qe7! 14.Nb5 (14.exd7 Qxe3 
Threatening Bc3+.) 14...Qxe6 
15.Bd4 Qe4 16.Bxg7 Kxg7 17.Qd4+ 
Qxd4 18.Nxd4? Mitkov-Baburin 
1996 Olympiad] 12.f4 Ned7 
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13.Nb5! Forcing Black's queen back 
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to d8. 13...Qd8 14.Nf3 Nf6 15.0-0 
a6 16.Nc3 Nbd7 17.Nd4 Nc5 
18.Bf3 Guarding against an inva- 
sion on d4. 18...Qa5 19.h3 I wanted 
to free up my queen and not have to 
worry about ...Ng4, snaring one of 
the bishops. 19...Bd7 Threatening 
...b5 20.a4 Black is very cramped. 
He has been deprived of both e6 and 
e5, breaks which Black tries for in 
this system. 20...Ne8 21.Qc2 Qb6 
[21...Bxd4? 22.Bxd4 Bf5 23.Ne4?] 
22.Nce2 e5 Black finally opens up. 
Otherwise White would play Rbl, 
preparing a5 and b4 with a clear 
advantage. 23.dxe6 fxe6 24.Rb1 
Qc7 [24...Nf6? 25.25! Qc7 (Of course 
not 25...9xa5 which walks into the 
pawn fork 26.b4) 26.b4 Na4- 
Black's knight is misplaced and his 
central pawns are weak.]| 25.Nc3 a5 
Black must weaken his position fur- 
ther as b4, winning the knight, was 
threatened. 26.Rbd1 Threatening to 
anchor a knight in the newly cre- 
ated weakness at b5. 26...Bxd4 
27.Bxd4 Rxf4? Overlooking a nice 
combination. 











28.Nd5! exd5 29.Bxd5+ Be6 
30.Rxf4 Bxd5 3l1.cxd5 Ng7 
32.Bxc5 dxc5 33.d6 Qc6 34.Qc4+ 
Kh8 35.d7 Ne6 [35...Rd8 36.Rf8+! 
Rxf8 37.d8Q Rxd8 38.Rxd8+ Ne8 
39.Qf7+- White’s threat of mate by 
Rxe8 will force Black to give up his 
queen.] 36.d8Q+ Black resigns. This 
game won the second best game 
prize. I went on to tie for first with 
Dmitry Schneider with 5 out of 7. I 
won 3 and drew 4. [36.d8Q+ Rxd8 
(36...Nxd8 37.Rf8+ Kg7 38.Rfxd8 
wins.) 37.Rxd8+ Nxd8 38.Rf8+ Kg7 
39.Rxd8 wins] 1-0 


Bhat,V (2235) 
Martinez,M (2270) 
[B30] Denker Tournament 
Round 5, August 7, 1998 


1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 e6 
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4.0-0 Nge7 5.c3 a6 6.Ba4 b5 7,89 
d5 8.e5 d4 9.Be4 Bb7 10.9e2 Ng6 
The knight doesn't belong here. 
[10...Nd5!? 11.cxd4 Nxd4?! 12.Nxd4 
cxd4 13.d3? Bhat-Mainka NY Open 
1998] 11.cxd4 cxd4 12.d3 Qb6!? 
Black should develop his kingside 
before trying to support his d-pawn. 

















[12...Be7!? 13.Nbd2 Qb6 14.Nb3 
Rd8? White has good play against 
the d-pawn and it is hard for Black 
to castle. 15.Bd2 0-0? 16.h4 Now 
the Black knight is in trouble. 
16...Nxh4? 17.Nxh4 Bxh4 18.Qh5+- 
| 13.h4 h6 14.Nbd2 [14.Bxg96?! fxg6 
Even though Black has weaknesses, 
he does gain things from the trade. 
He now has undisputable control of 
the a8-hl diagonal, an open f-file 
and the two bishops.] 14...Nf4 Oth- 
erwise Black will have to waste time 
to bring his knight back. [14...Bc5? 
15.Nb3 Now the bishop is attacked.: 
14...Be7? 15.h5 Nf8 16.Nb3+| 
15.Qd1 [15.Qel? Nb4! Black is 
threatening the d-pawn as well as 
Nc2, winning a rook.] 15...Rd8 
16.Nb3 Nd5 17.Bd2 Be7 18.Qcl 
Ba8 [18...0-0? Walking into an at- 
tack. 19.Bxh6! gxh6 20.Qxh6 f5 
21.Qxe6+ Kh8& 22.Bxd5+- White's 
has three extra pawns on top ofa 
very strong attack. The immediate 
threat is Qh6#. | 19.a3 a5 20.Qel 
a4 21.Na5 Black’s knight is guard- 
ing his d-pawn so if White can get 
rid of it, his d-pawn will likely fall 


later... 21...Nb8 . [21...N x35? 
22.Bxab5; 21...0-0? 22.Nxc6 Qxc6 
(22...BxcO.- 23. Ba5)- .23,. Nx. 


21...Rd7!? Black's best alternative. 
22.b3!? (22.Nxc6?! Bxc6=) 22...axb3 
23.Nxb3 Black is a tempo up on the 
game continuation.] 22.b3 axb3 
23.Nxb3 Nc6 24.Na5 Rd7 [24...Nb8 
25.a4!? (25.Nb3z) ] 25.Nxc6 Bxc6 
26.Qc1 I wanted to try and take 
advantage of my lead in develop- 
ment. 26...Ra7? Gives up a pawn 
for no reason. 
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| p6..Bb7!? 27.9b2 Bc5 28.Ríc1 0- 
0? 29.Ba5!+] 27.Nxd4 Kd7! Black 
decides not to castle as it would 
waste more time. Now White's a- 
pawn will come under fire and his 
exra d-pawn is not of much use. 
98.Nb3 [28.Nxc6 Qxc6 29.Qxc6+ 
Kxc6 This ending can't be lost for 
Black as the a-pawn is seriously 
weak. 30.Rfcl+ Kd7 31.Rcb1 Rb8!° 
39 Rb3 Ra4©] 28...Ra4 [28...Rha8! 
My opponent seemed to have given 
up for no reason here and started 
playing quickly. This move seems 
natural as the a-pawn is now lost. 
29.Bxd5 Bxd5 30.Be3 Qb7 31.Bxa7 
Rxa7 32.Nc5b4 Bxc5 33.Qxc5 Bxg2 
Black has good compensation. Now 
the White king's position is weak 
due to the open a8-hl diagonal. 
34.9d44+!? Ke8 35.Rfcl Ra4! 36.Qd6 
| Bh1] 29.Be3 Nxe3 30.Bxc6-* Qxc6 
| 31.Qxc6+ Kxc6 32.fxe3 Rf8 
| 33.Nd4+ Kd7? I don't understand 

this move. [33...Kb6 It seems better 
| to save the b-pawn. 34.Rfb1!? Ra5 
| White's doubled e-pawns, knight for 
` bishop, and the weak a-pawn all give 
| Black enough compensation to hold 
| 
| 
| 
| 


a draw despite the fact that he is 
down a pawn.] 34.Nxb5 Rb8 
[34...Bxh4!?] 35.Nc3 Rxh4 36.Rxf7 
Rg4 Threatening Rb2. 37.Nd1 Ke8 
38.Rf2 Rb3? Now Black's g4-rook 
is stuck on the kingside. 
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['38...Ra4 Black should get his rook 
out of the kingside before White 
_ locks it in with d4. 39.Rb2!? Rba8 
| Black has some compensation.] 


39.d4 Bxa3 40.Rfa2 Be7 41.Rb2 
Now Black must trade rooks and 
due to his badly placed rook, weak 
e-pawn and White's extra pawn, he 
is lost. 41L...Rxb2 |4l1...Rd3*?? 
42.Nf2+-] 42.Nxb2 Rh4 43.Nc4 
Rh5 44.Ra8+ Kf7 45.Ra7 [Not 
45.Nd6+ Bxd6 46.exd6 Rd5 47.Ra7+ 
Kf6 48.d7 g5 Now White will lost his 
d-pawn to an eventual Ke7 when 
material would be even.(48...Ke7? 
49.d8Q+ Kxd8 50.Rxg7+-) | 45...Kf8 
46.e4 Rh4 47.Ra8+ Kf7 48.Nd6+ 
Kg6 [48...Bxd6 49.exd6 Rxe4 50.d7 
Rxd4 51.d8Q+-] 49.Re8 Bg5 
50.Rxe6+ Kh7 51.g3 Black resigns. 
This was played in the last round 
and this propelled me into a tie for 
second place with Harutyun 
Akopyan. Since the first place win- 
ner, Florin Felecan, had graduated 
from high school, Harutyun and I 
received scholarships to the Univer- 
sity of Texas at Dallas.[51.g3 Rg4 
(51...Rh5 52.Kg2+-) 52.Kg2 hod 
(52...Be3?? 53.Kf3) 53.Kf34-] 1-0 


One Game 
Annotated by IM John Grefe 


FM Craig Mar 
Paul Gallegos 
CalChess Season Opener 
January 18, 1998 
Benko Gambit 


1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 This 
is the Benko Gambit, where black 
gives up a pawn not for a lead in 
developement or central control, but 
for long-term pressure against 
white's queenside. The open a- and 
b- files and the long diagonal are 
crucial to his strategy. 4.cxb5 White 
has a number of ways to decline the 
gambit here and on the next few 
moves, but accepting the pawn has 
always been far more popular. As 
the saying goes, “The best way to 
refute a gambit is to accept it." 4... 
a6 5.e3 When this move first be- 
came an attraction some years back, 
white scored very well with it. Nowa- 
days it has been defanged and is not 
played much, at least by grandmas- 
ters. The main idea is to keep the 
pawn while shutting down black's 
queenside chances by maintaining 
aman at b5. 5... g6 6.Nc3 d6 7.Nf3 
Bg7 8.bxa6 
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This is not in the spirit of the line 
beginning with 5.e3. Instead 8.a4 0- 
O 9.Ra3 ( or 9.e4) is the main line. 
White will try to find as many as 
possible useful moves before bring- 
ing out his king's bishop, so that he 
can save a tempo if he has to recap- 
ture on b5. The text makes black's 
life easy, but chances remain about 
equal. 8...0-0 9.e4 Nbd7 10.h3 
Qb6 10...Qa5 11.Bd2 Bxa6 
(11...Q@b4 12.Qc2, etc.) 12.Bxa6 
Qxa6 13.Qe2 Rfb8 14.Qxa6 ( not 
14.b3 Rxb3) Rxa6 15.Rb1 c4 with 
good play for the pawn was another 
plausible line. 11.Be2 Bxa6 12.0- 
O Rfb8 Black has achieved a the- 
matic Benko Gambit setup, with his 
major pieces and king's bishop all 
bearing down on white's queenside 
( an option would have been to de- 
ploy the queen at a5 ). The rest of 
the game is a good example of how 
black can eventually cash in on his 
extremely active pieces even though 
white's position is solid. Mar drifts 
from move to move without a plan, 
while Gallegos steadily increases the 
pressure. 13.Rel Ne8 Unleashing 
the fire-breathing monster at g7, 
while heading for b5. 14.Bxa6 Rxa6 
15.Qe2 Better was 15.Re2, with the 
idea of gaining active counterplay in 
the plausible line 15... Nc7 16.Bf4 
Nb5 17.Nxb5 Qxb5 18.e5! dxe5 
19.Nxe5 Nxe5 20.Bxe5 Bxe5 
21.Rxe5 Qxb2 22.Rxe7 Rxa2?! 
(22...c4 23.d6 is sharp and unclear) 
23.Rxa2 Qxa2 24.013. 15...Nc7 
16.Kh1?! Nb5! An unusual fea- 
ture of this gambit is that black need 
not fear the endgame-even without 
queens his pressure often continues 
unabated. 17.Qd3 Taking on b5 
was better. 17...Raa8 17...Nd4! 
would have given black a clear plus, 
though even after the text move 
white has a hard life. 18.Bg5 
White’s best chance is to stir up 
trouble.  18...Kf8 18...Nxc3!? 
19.bxc3 Qb2 was also possible, and 
maybe stronger. 19.a4 White loses 
patience. With 19.Bd2 he’s still 
fighting, whereas the text just cre- 
ates more weaknesses. 19...Nxc3?! 
This looks tempting, but 19...Nd4! 
was better, e.g., 20.Nxd4 (20.Rabl 
c4! 21.Qxc4 declining the pawn is 
not much better Nxf3 22.gxf3 Qxf2, 
with a strong initiative for black) 
20...cxd4 21.Nb5 Nc5 22.Qc4 Nxa4!, 
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etc.. 20.bxc3 Qb3 


a. 




















It looks like black will regain his 
pawn while keeping a grip on the 
position, but he has overlooked a 
spectacular hidden saving clause for 
his opponent. 21.Rac1? White can 
hardly be blamed for not finding the 
line 21.Rec1! Rxa4 (21...h6 22.Nd2! 
Qb2 23.Rabl Qa3 24.Ral equal ) 
22.Nd2 Qb2 ( forced ) 23.Rab1 Qa3 
24.Rxb8+ Nxb8 25.Qb5!! Qxcl+ ( 
on 25...Ra8 white has 26.Qb7 or 
26.Nc4) 26.Kh2 Be5d+ (26...f6 
27.Qxb8+! Kf7 28.Qc8 fxg5 29.Qe6+ 
leads to perpetual check, and is 
black's safest.) 27.f4! (27.g3? Kg7! 
(and not 27...f6? 28.Bh6+ +-) 
28.Qxa4 h6 29.Be3 Bxc3 is good for 
black). After 27. f4! the position re- 
mains tricky. White threatens mate 
beginning with 28.Bh6!, and black 
must tread carefully 27...Kg7 is 
probably best. If 27...f6 28.Qxb8+ 
Kg7? 29.Bh6+! Kxh6 30.Qf8+ Kh5 
31.g44 Kh4 32.Nf3 or 32 Qh6 mate, 
shows how precarious the black 
king's situation is. After the move 
in the game black relentlessly infil- 
trates the white position. 21...Qxa4 
22.Bf4 Rb2 23.Nd2 Qa2 24.Qe3 Ne5 
25.Bxe5 Bxe5 26.Re2 Kg8 27.f4 Bg7 
28.Qd3 Bh6 29.Rf1 Rc2 30.Rff2 Ra3 
31.Nc4 Rxe2 32.Rxe2 Qal+ 33.Kh2 
Bxf4+ 34.g3 Rxc3 0-1 


fo The Editor, 


I just received the summer 
issue of California Chess 
Journal and the special kids 
issue is great! Someone at our . 
local club commented that 
"chess is dead" and I thought 
he's just not looking at what's 
| happening with scholastic 
members. : 


Barbara . A. McCaleb 


Editor: Blush tx 





Fierce Fighting In Fresno 
San Joaquin Championship 
May 16-17 


Selected and Lightly Annotated 
by Allan Fifield 


Karr,Bill (1913) 
Gay,David (1665) 
[BO1] Open 
Round 1 


After grabbing a few pawns early 
on, Bill never seems to be able to 
return the loot so he can castle. A 
nice rook sacrifice by David on move 
19 keeps Bill's king in the middle. 
1.e4 d5 2.exd5 Nf6 3.d4 Bg4 4.13 
Bf5 5.c4 e6 6.dxe6 Bb4+ 7.Nc3 0- 
O 8.Be3 Bxe6 9.Bd3 Re8 10.9d2 
Nc6 11.Nge2 Qe7 12.Bg5 Nxd4 
13.Nxd4 Bxc4+ 14.Kf2 Bxd3 
15.Qxd3 Qc5 16.Be3 Rad8 
17.Nce2 Nd5 18.Bd2 Bxd2 
19.Qxd2 Rxe24 ! Sacs a rook to 
keep the white king stranded in the 
center. 20.Kxe2 Nf4+ 21.Qxf4 
Rxd4 22.Qcl Rc4 23.Rd1 Rc2+ 
24.Q@xc2 Qxc2+ 25.Rd2 Qc4+ 
26.Kf2 Qc5+ 27.Ke2 Qc44 15-15 


Overton,Owen (1953) 
Browne,Walter (2616) 
[A30] Open 
Round 2 


Fresno regular Owen Overton 
puts up a fierce fight against GM 
Browne. 1.Nf3 c5 2.g3 b6 3.Bg2 
Bb7 4.0-0 Nf6 5.c4 e6 6.Nc3 Be7 
7.e3 0-0 8.d4 d5 9.cxd5 exd5 
10.b3 Na6 11.Bb2 Re8 12.Rc1 Ne4 
13.Nd2 Bf6 14.Ndxe4 dxe4 15.Ne2 
Nb4 16.a3 Nd3 17.Rb1 Nxb2 
18.Rxb2 Qd6 19.a4 Rac8 20.Rd2 
c4 21.bxc4 Rxc4 22.Ra2 Bd5 
23.Ral Bg5 24.Qb1 Rb4 25.Qc2 
Bc4 26.Rfcl Bd3 27.Qd2 a5 
28.Rc3 h5 29.Qd1 g6 30.Nc1 Rc4 
31.Rxc4 Bxc4 32.Qc2 Bd5 33.Na2 
Qa3 34.Nc1 Qxal 0-1 


Thomas,Bill (1427) 
Lopez,Martha (1096) 
[B50] Reserve 
Round 2 


1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.Bc4 e6 4.0-0 
Nf6 5.d3 Nc6 6.a3 g6 7.Bg5 Bg7 
8.Qd2 0-0 9.Bh6?! A type of move 





Chris Pascal ready for battle 


often played by beginners in these 
types of positions with a view to 
launching akingside attack. How- 
ever white has lost tempo with two 
moves of the queen bishop and the 
black king is quite safe on g7 when 
white exchanges off his black 
squared bishop. 9...d5 10.exd5 
exd5 11.Ba2 Re8 12.Bxg7 Kxg7 
13.Nc3 Ne5 14.Nxe5 Rxe5 15.Rfel 
Rxel-«?! Bad replacement as the 
black rook disappears forever from 
e5 while the white rook is reborn on 
el. 16.Rxel Be6 17.Ne2 Qc7 
18.Nf4 Re8 19.Nxe6+ Rxe6 
20.Rxe6? White should avoid ex- 
changes with his silly looking bishop 
on a2 20...fxe6 21.9e3 Qd6 22.83 
b6 23.f4 a5 24.h3 Kf7 25.Qe5?? 
White should try to keep queens on 
the board as the black knight is 
clearly superior to the sad bishop 
on a2. 25...Qxe5 26.fxe5 Nd7 
27.Kf2 Nxe5 28.Ke3 Kf6 29.c3 h6 
30.d4 cxd4+ 31.cxd4 Nc6 32.Bb3 
b5 33.Bc2 Ne7 34.94 e5 35.h4 e4 
36.Bdl h5 37.Be2 hxg4 38.Bxg4 
Nf5+ 39.Bxf5 Kxf5 40.b4 a4 
41.Kf2 Kg4 0-1 


Grover, Tim (1100) 
Wolf,Alan (1432) 
[B10] Reserve 
Round 3 


A nice clean win by Tim and a 332 





T 
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point upset to boot. 1.e4 c6 2.Nf3 
45 3.exd5 cxd5 4.d4 Nc6 5.Bb5 
36 6.Bxc6+ bxc6 7.Nbd2 Nf6 8.Ne5 
c7 9.Ndf3 h6?! Combining a6 
and h6 as black in the first ten 
moves is doubtful 10.0-0 Bg4 
11.902 Bxf3 12.Qxf3 e6 13.Bf4 
Bd6 14.Rfel 0-0? Right into it! 














15.Bxh6 Bam! 15...Nd7 16.Qg4! 
Bxeb 17.dxe5 g6 18.Bxf8 Kxf8 
19.075 c5 20.Re3 Ke8 21.Rael 
Qd8 22.Qxd8+!? With the black 
king so exposed, perhaps the white 
queen should remain on the board 
to search for mate. 22...Kxd8 
23.Rf3 Ke7 24.Rb3 Ra7 25.f4 f5 
26.Kf2 Kd8? Backing up... 
27.Kg3 Kc7 28.Kh4 Ra8 29.Kg5 
Rh8 30.Rh3 Rb8 31.b3 Kc6 
32.Kxg6 Kb5 33.a3 Rg8+ 34.Kf7 
Rxg2 35.Kxe6 1-0 


Vizcaino, Julia (1824) 
Gay,David (1665) 
[B06] Open 
Round 3 


The story of the tournament so 
far is David Gay who is rated only 
1665 but with two draws and one 
win is undeafeated so far in the 
Open Section. From 17.Qd3 on 
Julia’s queen is on the hot seat as 
David’s knights roam at will. 1.d4 
$6 2.Nf3 Bg7 3.e4 d6 4.Bg5 Nf6 
5.Bd3 O-O 6.Nc3 Nbd7 7.9d2 c5 
8.0-0-0 Qa5 9.h4 cxd4 10.Nxd4 
Nc5 11.Qe3 Ng4 12.Q9g3 Bxd4 
13.Bc4 Be5 14.Bf4 Bxc3 15.bxc3 
Qa3+ 16.Kb1 Nxe4 17.Qd3 Ngxf2 
18.Qf3 Bg4 
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19.Qe3 Bxdl 20.Bh6 Nxc3+ 
21.Kal Qb4 22.Bb3 Nxh1 23.Qxe7 
Qd4 24.Bcl Nd5+ 25.Bb2 Qxb2+ 
26.Kxb2 Nxe7 0-1 


Thomas, Bill (1427) 
Bakken,Gary (1489) 
[C50] Reserve 
Round 4 


1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Bc5 
4.0-0 Nf6 5.d3 d6 6.Bg5 Bg4 7.c3 
0-0 8.Nbd2 Bb6 9.Be3 d5! Blacks 
breaks first in the center with ad- 
vantage 10.exd5 Nxd5 11.Bxb6 
axb6 12.a3? This loses a tempo 
which allows black to start probing 
the enemy kingside 12... Nf4 
13.Qc2 Qf6 14.Ne4 Qh6 15.Nfg5 
Nd8 16.Rfel Nde6 17.Nxe6 Nxg2! 
Very pretty! Black ignores white's 
threats and punches open the white 
colored squares for a mating attack 
18.Nxf8 Nxel 19.Rxe1 Bf3 20.Ng3 
Qh3 21.Bxf7+ Kh8 22.Ng6+ hxg6 
0-1 


Russell,Darren (1824) 
Karr,Bill (1913) 
[B53] Open 
Round 4 


As the old saying goes, “Pin and 
Win!” 1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 
4.Qxd4 Nc6 5.Bb5 Bd7 6.Bxc6 
Bxc6 7.Bg5 d5 8.e5 Qc7 9.Nc3 e6 
10.0-0 Ne7 11.Rfel Nf5 12.Qd3 a6 
13.a4 Be7 14.Bxe7 Qxe7 15.Nd4 
Nxd4 16.Qxd4 O-O 17.a5 Rac8 
18.Re3 f5 19.exf6 Qxf6 20.Qxf6 
Rxf6 21.Ne2 Rcf8 22.f4 Bd7 23.g3 
Rc8 24.c3 Rc4 25.Nd4 Rc5 26.b4 
Rc4 27.Nb3 Kf7 28.Rael Rc6 
29.Nc5 Bc8 30.Re5 b6 31.axb6 
Rxb6 32.Ral d4 33.cxd4 Rxb4 
34.Ne4 Rxd4 35.Nxf6 gxf6 36.Rc5 
Rd8 37.Racl Bd7 38.Rc7 a5 
39.Ral a4 
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40.Rxa4 Kg6 41.Raa7 Bb5 42.g4 
f5 43.Rg7+ Kh6 44.Rxh7+ Kg6 
45.Rhg7+ Kf6 46.g5# 1-0 


Perez,E (2404) 
Fuentes,R (2229) 
[D66] Open 
Round 4 


1.c4 e6 2.Nc3 Nf6 3.d4 d5 
4.Bg5 c6 5.e3 Nbd7 6.Nf3 Be7 
7.Rc1 0-0 8.Bd3 dxc4 9.Bxc4 b5 
10.Bd3 b4?! The pawn push b5- 
b4 does shove the white pieces 
about but it also leaves white domi- 
nate in the center. 11.Na4 Bb7 
12.0-0 Qa5 13.Qc2 Rac8 14.Nc5 
Nxc5 15.dxc5 h6 16.Bh4 Rfd8 
17.Nd4 Ba6 18.Bxa6 Qxa6 19.Qb3 
Qb7 20.Rc4 a5 21.a3 Rb8 The 
rook tries to defend blacks advanced 
b pawn but... 22.Bg3 ...there's one 
small problem! Rbc8 23.axb4 axb4 
24.Rxb4 Qa7 25.Rb7 Qxc5 
26.Nxe6! A master class appoach 
to maximizing whites advantage 
fxe6 27.Qxe6+ Kf8 28.b4! This in- 
nocent pawn push runs the black 
queen out of useful squares 
28...Qxb4 29.Rxb4 Bxb4 30.h3 
Be7 31.Rb1 c5 32.Rb7 Ng8 33.Bd6 
Rxd6 34.Qxc8+ Rd8 35.Qe6 h5 
36.g4 1-0 


Pascal,Chris (1352) 
Tataryan,Hakop (1317) 
[COO] Reserve 
Round 5 


The battle for first place in the 
reserve was decided by this contest 
between these two young rivals from 
the Fresno Chess Academy. 1.e4 e6 
2.Qe2 c5 3.f4 Nc6 4.Nf3 Nge7 5.d3 
g6 6.c3 Bg7 7.g3 d6 8.Bg2 b5 9.0- 
O b4 10.Rd1 bxc3 11.bxc3 Ba6 
12.a3 Rb8 13.Qc2 Qb6 14.Nbd2 
Bxd3 15.Qb3 Qxb3 16.Nxb3 c4 
17.Nbd4 Bxe4 18.Ng5 Bxg2 
19.Kxg2 Nxd4 20.cxd4 d5 21.a4 
Nc6 22.Nf3 0-0 23.g4 Rfc8 24.Be3 
Rb3 25.Bf2 Rcb8 26.Nh4 Nb4 
27.f5 Nd3 28.Bg3 Bxd4 29.Bxb8 
Bxal 30.Bxa7 Bf6 31.Nf3 Nb2 
32.Rel Nd3 33.Rd1 Nf4+ 34.Kf2 
c3 35.Be3 Rb2+ 36.Kg3 g5 37.fxe6 
Rg2# 0-1 





California Chess Journal + Autumn 1998 


13 


ee BÁO 





Editor’s Choice 


by 
Allan Fifield 


As a Senior Tournament Direc- 
tor, I see a lot of chess games in a 
typical year. Most games I can’t re- 
member ten seconds after the 
scoresheets are signed. But every 
once in a while a TD will observe a 
truly memorable game. The follow- 
ing contest fascinated me as it was 
played in San Luis Obispo and it 
continues to fascinate me to this 
day. Black makes some second rate 
moves, White goes nuts chucking a 
whole piece with check (for Black) 
for faster access to certain squares, 
and suddenly it’s mate everywhere. 
DCE IOL VOUTSE x. ans 


Vandenouden,R (1520) 
Nunez,T (1737) 
[B85] San Luis Obispo 
August 98, Round 5 


1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 
4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.f4 e6 7.Be2 
Be7 8.Bf3 0-0 9.0-0 Qc7 10.f5 e5 
11.Nde2 Nc6 12.Be3 b5 13.g4 b4 
14.g5 bxc3 15.gxf6 Bxf6 16.Nxc3 
Qb8 17.Nd5 Bd8 18.9d2 Bb7 19.f6 


g6 
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20.Ba7 Qxa7+ White chucks a 
whole piece to get access by his 
queen to h6 one move quicker and 
to force the black queen one more 
farther away from the kingside at a7 
and white gives up a check in the 
process. After a few moves black is 
shocked to discover that... 21.Kh1 
Kh8 22.Qh6 Rg8 23.Rgl Bc8 
24.Rg3 Be6 25.Bg4 Bxg4 26.Rxg4 
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. that White has mate everywhere 
with perhaps the most fun being 
26...Bxf6 27.Nxf6 Rg7 28.Rh4 Rag8 
29.Qxh7+ Rxh7 30.Rxh7#. 26....g5 
27.Rxg5 Rxg5 28.Qxg5 Bxf6 
29.Qxf6+ Kg8 30.Rgl+ Qxgl+ 
31.Kxgl Nd4 32.Ne74 1-0 


33rd Sunnyvale Class 
Championships 
Aug 16-17, 1997 
Brilliancy Prize Games 


Romulo Fuentes (2232) 
Emmanuel Perez (2375) 
Round 1[B11] 


1l.e4 c6 2.Nc3 d5 3.Nf3 Bg4 
4.h3 Bh5 5.exd5 cxd5 6.g4 Bg6 
7.Bb5+ Nc6 8.Ne5 Qd6 9.d4 a6 
10.Ba4 b5 11.Nxc6 Qxc6 12.Bb3 
e6 13.Qe2 Bb4 14.Bd2 Ne7 15.0- 
0-0 Bxc3 16.Bxc3 a5 17.a3 0-0 
18.h4 Rfc8 19.h5 
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19...Bxc2 20.Qxc2 Qb6 21.h6 g6 
22.Kb1 b4 23.Rh3 bxc3 24.Rxc3 
Rxc3 25.Q0xc3 Rc8 26.Qf3 f5 
27.gxf5 Nxf5 28.Bc2 Rxc2 
29.Kxc2 Nxd4+ 30.Rxd4 Qxd4 
31.b3 Qc5+ 32.Kb2 Qf8 33.Qe3 
Qf6+ 34.Kc2 d4 35.Qd2 Qf5+ 
36.Kd1 Qb1+ 37.Ke2 Qe4+ 38.Kd1 
Qd5 39.b4 axb4 40.axb4 e5 
41.Q0g5 Kf7 42.Q¢4 Qb3+ 43.Ke2 
Qxb4 44.Qd7+ Qe7 45.Qd5+ Kf6 
46.Qg8 g5 0-1 
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Tim Kokesh (2074) 
Steve Robinson (1843) 
Round 2[A80] 


1.d4 f5 2.Nc3 g6 3.h4 Nf6 4.h5 
Nxh5 5.Rxh5 gxh5 6.e4 Bg7 7.Bc4 
e6 8.Qxh5+ Kf8 9.exf5 Qe8 
10.Qh4 exf5+ 11.Nge2 Nc6 12.Nd5 
Qe6 13.Nb6 
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3... Qd6 14.Qh5 Nd8 15.Qxf5. 
Ke8 16.Qh5+ Kf8 17.Qf3+ Keg 
18.Nxa8 b5 19.Bb3 Bb7 20.Qh5. 
Ke7 21.Bf4 Qg6 22.Qc5+ d6 
23.Qxc7+ Ke8 24.Bxd6 Bf6 25.0. 
0-0 Bxa8 26.Rel1 Qe4 27.Kd2 Be7 
28.Bxe7 1-0 


Christine Jensen (1916) 
Frank Feng (1984) 
Round 2[A57] 


l.d4 Nf6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 
4.cxb5 a6 5.b6 Qxb6 6.Nc3 d6 7.e4 
Nbd7 8.Nf3 g6 9.Be2 Bg7 10.0-0 
O-O 11.Nd2 Ne5 12.Khl c4 
13.Nxc4 Nxc4 14.Bxc4 Ng4 
15.Qe2 Bd4 16.Nd1 Qc5 17.Bd2 
Ne5 18.Bb3 a5 19.Rc1 Qb6 20.Ne3 
a4 21.Bc4 Bxb2 22.Rc2 a3 23.f4 
Nxc4 24.Nxc4 Qb5 25.Qf3 Baé 
26.Rel Qxc4 27.Rxc4 Bxc4 28.e5 
Bxa2 29.exd6 exd6 30.Bb4 Bc4 
31.Qf2 Bxd5 32.Bxd6 Rfc8 33.f5 
Rel 34.Rxcl Bxcl 35.Be5 a2 
36.Bal Re8 37.h3 Bh6 38.fxg6 
hxg6 39.Qd4 Rel+ 40.Kh2 
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40...Rxal 41.Qxd5 Rh1« 42.Kxhl 
alQ+ 43.Kh2 Bf4+ 44.g3 Qb2+ 
45.Qg2 Qxg2+ 46.Kxg2 Bd6 47.h4 
Kg7 0-1 
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Todd McFarren (1735) 
Ursula Foster (1690) 
Round 1[C17] 


1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Bb4 
4.e5 c5 5.f4 Ne7 6.Nf3 Nbc6 7.Be3 
Nf5 8.Bf2 cxd4 9.Nxd4 Ncexd4 
10.Bxd4 Qh4+ 11.g3 Nxg3 12.Bf2 
Qxf4 13.Bxg3 Bxc3+ 14.bxc3 Qe3* 
15.Be2 Qxc3+ 16.Kf2 Bd7 17.Rb1 
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| Bc6 18.Bd3 h5 19.Rb3 Qc5- 
90.Ke2 d4 21.Rfl h4 22.Bf4 g5 
93.9d2 Rg8 24.Rg1 0-0-0 25.Bxg5 
gxe5+ 26.Kf1 f6 27.Bxh4 Rxgl- 
28.Kxg1 Qd5 29.9e2 Qh1- 30.Kf2 
24 31.Kf1l Qxh4 32.Qxe6+ Bd7 

— 33.9c4+ Kb8 34.Be2 Bh3+ 35.Kg1 
Qg5+ 36.Kf2 Qg2+ 37.Kel Re8& 

| 38.Kd1 Rxe2 39.Rxb7+ Kxb7 


cxd4 5.cxd4 Nxd5 6.Nf3 e6 7.Bd3 
Be7 8.0-0 Nd7 9.Nc3 N7f6 10.Rel 
0-0 11.Bg5 a6 12.Ne5 Nd7 
13.Bxe7 Nxe7 14.Re3 Qc7 15.Qg4 
Nxe5 16.dxe5 Nf5 17.Qe4 Bd7 
18.Rh3 Bc6 19.Qf4 g6 20.g4 f6 
21.gxf5 fxe5 22.9g5 exf5 23.Bc44 
Kh8 24.Bd5 Rae8 25.Rd1 Rd8 
26.Qh6 Rfe8 27.Qh4 Rd7 28.Qf6+ 











Cristina Marcias (946) 
Michael Lane (1270) 
Round 1 [C40] 


1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 f5 3.Bc4 fxe4 4.Nxe5 
d5 5.Be2 Nf6 6.Ng4 Bc5 7.0-0 0-0 
8.c3 Nxg4 9.Bxg4 Rxf2 10.Rxf2 
Bxf2+ 11.Kxf2 Qh4+ 12.Kg1 Qxg4 
13.Qf1 Qf5 14.Qe2 Nc6 15.Na3 





Oxf5. | 40.Qb5+ Ke7 41.Qc4+ Kd6 = Rg7 Ne5 16.Nc2 Nd3 17.Ne3 Qg5 18.b4 | 
-Keg  42.Qxd4+ Qd5 43.Qxd5+ Kxd5 redes c6 19.Rb1 Nf4 20.0f2 Nh3« | 
Qhs. | 44.Kxe2 f5 45.Ke3 Kc4 46.Kd2 a5 z fe E © 21.Kfl Nxf2 22.Kxf2 Bf5 23.Kgl1 
+ d6 | 47.43 a4 48.c3 Kb3 49.Kd3 Kxa3 LAE Vu us m h5 24.Ba3 h4 25.Rfl Rf8 26.Rf2 
25.0. | 50.Kc2 f4 51.c4 f3 0-1 15d i b5 27.Bb2 h3 28.Bc1 g6 29.Bb2 | 
Wh, Phe RA e, LP ' 
2 Be7 AK uw Nu E. Qh4 30.a3 hxg2 31.Nxg2 Qg4 
Eric Huang (1213) NON W 32.Bcl Kg7 33.Bb2 Qd1+ 34.Rfl 
Shane Atwell (1422) ^2 A A 4 Qe2 35.Bal Bh3 36.c4+ d4 
) Round 2 [B22] 7 PAF E. 37.Rxf8 Qxg2 mate e» 
| Le4 c5 2.c3 d5 3.exd5 Nf6 4.d4 — 29.Rxh7* Kxh7 30.Qh4 mate 
IB bs | 
87.4 | 
id VISALIA FALL PICNIC 
1 c4 | 
N 
> a : October 3, 1998 
O.Ne3 | Blaine Park, Visalia 
23.f4 | | Er. re es The happy prize winners in 
ae | the Beginner Section. 
i E Undeafeated first place 
33.f5 | Zachary Lee of Hanford is in 
5 a2 | the back row on the extreme : 
j.fxg6 | = left. Second place Matt | 
| E Greener of Strathmore is | 
| P second from right in the back | 
| i row. | 
| 
| " | 
| 
| Class Place Name Score 
Kxhl 
Qb2+ | Quad #1 1st-2nd Maric Milenko 2.0 - 1.0 
47.h4 | 1st-2nd Alex Thompson 2.0 1.0 
| Quad #2 1st-2nd Keith Yost 2.0 - 1.0 
| 1st-2nd Chris Pascal 2.0 - 1.0 
| Quad #3 Ist Chris Kaeff 3.0 - 0.0 
) Bb4 | Beginners Ist Zachary Lee 5.0 - 0.0 
7.Be3 | 2nd-3rd Matt Greener 4.0 - 1.0 
[cxd4 | 2nd-3rd Chris Alfred 4.0 - 1.0 
2.Bf2 | 
Qe3* . 
7.Rb1 A most beautiful day in Blaine Park was enjoyed by 41 players and their families. Directed by Allan Fifield and 
| Darren Russell. 
JEN i MSS 
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Above: The hard work of US 
Open organizer Eric Schiller 
created special memories for 
all who attended. 


atte 


Above: TD Carolyn Withgitt on 


Pre ait 


pee ia 


m 


duty on the tournament floor. p. (site-of the Us» iewed | 


Above: Young NorCal UA 
master David Pruess of TEN Above: US Open 


Berkeley had a great time co-winners Judith Polgar and Boris | 


Gulko face off late in the tournament. | 


Right: A big Hawaiian 
smile from young 
Marie Mont-Reynard 


Below: The shattered remains of 
the USS Arizona in Pearl Harbor 


| 
CalChess master Bill Orton hangs tou! ke Good: 
under any conditions vin Para 


















Our flag flys over the 
USS Arizona Memorial 





Left: Mike Cavallo, 
Executive Director of 
the USCF 


rw g `» 
T N 
, 


we 


the Us);viewed from Diamond Head. | 
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Left: CalChess 
Vice President 
Hans Pochsmann 
considers defect- 
ing to Hawaii 














Right: 1999 US Open organizer 
Jerry Weikel of Reno came to 
observe and play 


A magical beach near Kona 


igs toughite Goodall is relaxed after another 
vin Paradise 








THE 32nd ANNUAL 1998 SUNNYVALE 
CLASS CHAMPIONSHIPS 





August 15-16, 1998 


166 players 


Directors: Jim Hurt and Ted Yudacufski 


Computer Programmer: “PairingPro” by Robert Massey 


Class Place Player Prize Score 
OPEN 1-2 Dimitry Ziberstein 2394 Fremont, CA S400 3) ees 
1-2 Vinay Bhat 2329 San Jose, CA $400 3.5 = 5 
3-4 Guillermo, Rey 2443 San Francisco, CA $100 3.0 - 1.0 
3-4 Emmanuel Perez 2387 Concord , CA $100 3.0 - 1.0 
EXPERT Ist Bela Evans 2198 San Francisco, CA $400 3.5 - 0.5 
2-4 Rico Salimbagat 2181 San Pablo, CA $133 3.0 - 1.0 
2-4  Agnis Kaugars 2091 Alameda, CA $133 3.0 - 1.0 
2-4 Eugene Lubarsky 2000 San Jose, CA $133 3.0 - 1.0 
A lst Richard Roubal 1932 San Jose, CA $350 4.0 - 0.0 
2-3 Rod McCalley 18925 Palo Alto, CA $175 3.5 - 0.5 
2-3 Ludwig Arndt 1840 San Jose, Ca $175 3.5 - 0.5 
B 1-3  Latrael Eagles 1795 Oakland, CA $200 3:5 -0.5 
1-3 Maximo Fajarado 1688 Vallejo, CA $200 3.5 - 0.5 
1-3 Ali Shahidehfar 1542 San Jose, CA $200 3.5 - 0.5 
e Ist Erik De La Iglesia 1261 Mountain View, CA $200 4.0 - 0.0 
2nd: Kofi Tatum 1378 Oakland, CA $120 3.5 - 0.5 
D 1-2 Andrew Iannacone 1397 San Jose, CA $50 3D 0D 
-2 Jonas Mutuc 1277 San Jose, CA $50 3.5405 
E 1-5 Len Kozhukh 1176 Palo Alto, CA $20 3.0 - 1.0 
1-5 Wolfgang Behm 1168 Santa Clara, CA $20 3.0 - 1.0 
1-5 Alex Labeire 1159 La Honda, CA $20 3.0 - 1.0 
1-5 Franklin Kaplan 1079 Lakespur, CA $20 3.0 - 1.0 
1-5 Lorraine Abramson 1073 San Jose, CA $20 3.0 - 1.0 
F 1-3 BenMlynash 991 Mountain View, CA $33 2.0 - 2.0 
1-3 Diana Dubel 902 San Jose, CA $33 2.0 - 2.0 
1-3 Raymond Canivel 747 San Jose, CA $33 2.0 - 2.0 
UNR Ist Joey Garcia Walnut Creek, CA $100 4.0 - 0.0 
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THE THIRTY-SECOND ANNUAL 
1998 LERA THANKSGIVING CLASS CHAMPIONSHIPS 


() 


DATE Saturday and Sunday, November 14th & 15th 

PLACE LERA Auditorium B/160, corner of Mathilda Ave. & Java St., Sunnvvale (take Bayshore Freeway to the North 
Mathilda offramp; then go seven blocks north on Mathilda to Java St; B/160 is on the far left corner; 408/747-9167) 

DIRECTOR Jim Hurt, assisted by Ted Y udacufski (National Tournament Director) of Monterey. 

TYPE Four round Swiss with eight separate divisions, each division with its own prizes. In pairing an odd numbered 
group, we promote a high player from the next highest groyp to yield an even number in the odd numbered group. 

PRIZES Division: Open Expert A B e D E E Unrated 
First Prize: $500 $400 $350 $300 $200 $100 $100 $100 $100 
Second Prize: $300 $240 $210 $180 $120 
Third Prize: $200 $160 $140 $120 $ 80 





The prize fund is based on 160 paid entries. If the paid entries exceed 160 players, then the prize fund will be increased and if the paid 
entries are less than 160 the prize fund will be decreased. A player can play up only one class; exception: an unrated player can play 
up only into the Open division. A total of eight brilliancy prizes may be awarded, one for each division. Junior prizes may be awarded. 





SCHEDULE ITEM STARTING TIME TIME CONTROL 
Registration 8 to 9:30 am Saturday 30 moves in 90 minutes, 
Round One 10:30 am Saturday 30 moves in 60 minutes, 
Round Two 4:00 pm Saturday 10 moves in 10 minutes 
Round Three 9:30 am Sunday thereafter 
Round Four 3:00 pm Sunday 

ENTRY FEES Mail: The entry fee for the Open or Expert division is $40, for the A 


or B division is $35, and for the C, D, E or Unrated division is $30, if 
mailed by November 10th. If paid Saturday morning, all entry fees 
R will be $5 more. The entry fee for K through 6th Graders who have 





^ 


* 





è ratings below 1100 points is $15, and they may play in a separate 











division. 
EITHER TO PLAY FIRST AND WIN 








CONDITIONS Inordertostartthe first round on time, we are incorporating a new policy: 
Y ou must be at the registration desk prior to 9:30 am in order to be paired in the first round. If you arrive after 9:30 
am, you will either geta 1/2 point bye, or be paired against another late entry. 1/2 Point Byes are available. All players 
must be USCF members or become members at the tournament. CCA ratings may be used at the discretion of the 
tournament director. 
For more information, call Jim Hurt (970) 285-7041 or after November 6th call Ken Stone (408) 629-5530. 

SNACK BAR Food and refreshments available at the LERA snack bar. 

11/98 ENTRY FORM 

Name Phone USCF Rating 

Address City Zip 

Name & Date of the last tournament you played in: Your Age: 

USCF Identity Number Exp. Date USCF dues: $35.00 - adult , $15 - under 20 


Entry Fee*: The Open or Expert division is $40.00, the A or B division is $35.00, and the C, D, E, or Unrated Division is $30.00 (Circle your division). 
*If mailed by November 10th, otherwise entry fees are $5 more. Make check payable to LERA Chess Club. 


Mail to: Jim Hurt, LERA Chess Club, P.O. Box 60451, Sunnyvale, CA 94088 


PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE TO NOVEMBER 14th & 15th 
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Amount of check 

















Brilliancy Prize Games from 32nd LERA 
Sunnyvale Class 


Grijalva,R (1515) 
Rey,G (2443) 
Round 2 


l.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Bb4 
4.e5 c5 5.a3 Bxc3+ 6.bxc3 Qc7 
7.Qg4 f5 8.Qg3 cxd4 9.cxd4 Ne7 
10.c3 0-0 11.h4 b6 12.h5 Ba6 
13.Ne2 Bxe2 14.Bxe2 Nbc6 15.h6 
g6 16.Bg5 Rac8 17.Ba6 Rb8 
18.Be2 Rf7 19.0-0 Na5 20.Bf6 Nc4 
21.0g5 Rbf8 22.Bxc4 dxc4 
23.Bxe7 Rxe7 24.Radl Rd7 
25.Rfel Rd5 26.Kf1 Qd7 27.Rb1 
Qd8 28.Qxd8 Rfxd8 29.Rb4 Rc8 
30.Ra4 a5 31.Rb1 Rc6 32.f4 Kf7 
33.Kf2 Ke7 34.Kg3 Kd7 35.Kh4 
Kc7 36.Kg5 Kb7 37.Kf6 Ka6 
38.Rxc4 Rxc4 39.Kxe6 Rd8 40.d5 
Kb7 41.d6 Kc6 42.Ke7 Rd7+ 15-15 
Note: The prize for this game (928 
point rating difference!) was 
awarded to Mr. Grijalva. 


Whitaker,R (2000) 
Evans,B (2198) 
Round 1 


1.c4 f5 2.Nc3 Nf6 3.g3 e5 4.Bg2 
g6 5.d3 Bg7 6.Nf3 d6 7.Qb3 c6 
8.0-0 Nbd7 9.Bg5 h6 10.Be3 g5 
11.Rad1 0-0 12.c5+ d5 13.d4 f4 
14.dxe5 fxe3 15.exf6 exf2+ 
16.Rxf2 Nxf6 17.e4 Kh8 18.exd5 
cxd5 19.Ne5 Qe8 20.Re2 Ne4 
21.Nxe4 dxe4 22.Nc4 Qc6 23.Qb4 
Bg4 24.Bxe4 Qe6 25.Bf3 











August 15th-16th, 1998 


Rfl+ 28.Kg2 Raf8 29.Nd2 R8f2+ 
30.Kh3 g4+ 31.Qxg4 Bxg4+ 
32.Kxg4 Rdl 33.Rxb7 Rdxd2 
34.b4 Rxa2 35.b5 Rfc2 36.c6 Kh7 
37.h4 Ra4+ 38.Kf5 a6 39.bxa6 
Rxa6 40.c7 Rc5+ 0-1 


Krasnov,S (1912) 
Bauer,T (1813) 
Round 1 


1.Nf3 Nf6 2.c4 d5 3.cxd5 Nxd5 
4.Nc3 Bf5 5.Qb3 Nb6 6.d4 c6 
7.Ng5 e6 8.e4 Bg6 9.Be3 Be7 
10.h4 h6 11.Nh3 Bxh4 12.Nf4 Bh7 
13.0-0-0 Bg5 14.d5 cxd5 15.exd5 
e5 16.Bb5+ N8d7 











17.Ne6 Bxe3+ 18.fxe3 fxe6 
19.dxe6 Qg5 20.Bxd7+ Nxd7 
21.exd7+ Ke7 22.Nd5+ Kxd7 
23.Qxb7+ Ke6 24.Nc7+ Kf6 
25.Qc6+ 1-0 


Shahidehfar,A (1542) 
Sanchez-Chopitea,L (1765) 
Round 2 


l.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 cxd4 
4.Nxd4 g6 5.Bc4 Bg7 6.Be3 Nf6 
7.Nc3 0-0 8.f3 a6 9.Qd2 Re8 10.0. 
O-O Ne5 11.Bb3 b5 12.Bh6 Bh8 
13.g4 Nc4 14.Q0g5 d6 15.h4 Qb6 
16.h5 Nxh5 17.gxh5 Bxd4 
18.hxg6 Be3+ 19.Qxe3 Nxe3 
20.gxf7+ 1-0 


Huang,E (1200) 
Ayala,N (1510) 
Round 2 


1.e4 e5 2.d4 exd4 3.c3 dxc3 4.Bc4 
cxb2 5.Bxb2 d5 6.Bxd5 Bb4; 
7.Nc3 Bxc3+ 8.Bxc3 Nf6 9.Nf3 0- 
O 10.0-0 Nxd5 ll.exd5 Nd7 
12.Rel Nf6 13.Qd4 Qxd5 14.Qh4 
Ne8 15.Radl1 Qc6 16.Bb4 Nd6 
17.Re5 Qc2 18.Rdel1 Be6 19.Rh5 
Rfc8 20.Bd2 Bxa2 21.Bh6 Nf5 
22.0g4 Nxh6 23.Rxh6 Qc4 24.9g5 
Qd5 25.Re5 Qd8 26.9g3 f6 27.Rel 
c5 28.Rh5 b5 29.Nh4 Qd2 30.f3 
Re8 31.Rfl Qd4+ 32.Kh1 Qc4 
33.Kg1 Rad8 34.Nf5 Rd7 35.Qh3 
Rd2 36.Rxh7 Qxf1+ 37.Kxfl Bc4+ 
38.Kg1 Rel# 0-1 
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Read All About It 


Visit our sites on the World Wide Web 
at their new addresses: 
http://calchess.webjump.com 
http://calchess.webjump.com/ scholastics.html 
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Weekend Warriors in Sacramento 


Sacramento Chess Club Weekend Swiss #1 


Report and Photos by John McCumiskey 


PRIZE WINNERS 


Michael Aigner, James MacFarland, & 


2nd Place: Duane Catania & Mike Schick 


U1300 & Unrated 


Juniors 





A tourament always need two 
things: A place to post pairings and 


| wall charts and vending machines. 


Zoran Lazetich reviews the wall 


chart while contemplating his 


choice of soft drink. 


Ist Place Adrian Keatinge-Clay 
2nd Place Kenan Zildzic 
3rd Place 
Robert Sferra 
1600-2000 Ist Place: David Steel 
1300-1599 


1st Place: Steve Bickford & Dietmar Mayer 


Ist Place: Jeremy Tempkin 
2nd Place: Chuck Coleman, Michael Fischer &Daniel Schwarz 2-3 


Ist Place Ricky Grijalva 


The Sacramento Chess Club 
Weekend Swiss £1 on August 
28-29 was contested at the fa- 
cilities of The Learning Ex- 
change. Of the 43 players in 
this five round open swiss, 
seven were masters (!!) making 
the largest showing of any class 
of players in the event!! When 
the smoke cleared, Adrian 
Keatinge-Clay of Stanford 
emerged with the only perfect 
score of 5-0. Congratulations, 
Adrian! 


5-0 $225 
4.5-0.5 S150 
4-] S33 ea 
4-] S90 
3.5-1.5 S28 ea 
9-2 $73 ea 
2.5-2.5 S90 
$18 ea 
2.5-2.5 S35 


In a tough game in Round 4, 
tournament winner Adrian 
Keatinge-Clay sacrifices a pawn to 
Sacramento favorite James 
MacFarland to mobilize his forces 
on the queenside. 





| Sh E 
wees Fs Ms 


Cain Garret in a contemplative 
state. 
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Adrian Keatinge-Clay awaits his 
opponent prior to the 5th Round 


James MacFarland (2232) 
Adrian Keatinge-Clay (2236) 
Grunfeld Defense D85 


1. d4 Nf6 2. Nf3 g6 3. c4 Bg7 4. 
Nc3 d5 5. cxd5 Nxd5 6. e4 Nxc3 
7. bxc3 O-O 8. Be3 c5 9. Qd2 Qa5 
10. Rel Bg4 11. Ng5 cxd4 12. 
cxd4 Qxd2+ 13. Kxd2 Nc6 14. h3 
Bc8 15. d5 Rd8 16. Bc4 h6 17. 
Nf3 e6 18. Ke2 exd5 19. Bxd5 Be6 
20. Bxe6 fxe6 21. Rc4 Rd7 22. 
Rd1 Rad8 23. Rxd7 Rxd7 24. Nh4 
g5 25. Nf3 Kf7 26. Bd2 Ke7 27. 
Be3 Kd6 28. Bc5+ Kc7 











29. Bxa7 b6 30. Bb8+ Kb7 31. Bg3 
b5 32. Rcl Kb6 33. Rdl Ra7 34. 
Rd2 e5 35. Rb2 Rad 36. Nd2 Nb4 
37. a3 Nc6 38. f3 Bf8 39. Bf2+ Ka6 
40. Nb3 Rxa3 41. Be3 b4 42. Kd2 
Kb5 43. Kc2 Nad 44. Nxa5 Rxe3 
45. Nb3 Rc3+ 46. Kb1 Bd6 47. Nd2 
Bc5 48. Rc2 Re3 49. Ka2 Re2 50. 
Kb3 Rxg2 51. Nfl Rgl 52. Nh2 
Rg3 53. h4 gxh4 0-1 

1300-1599 Section co-winner 





ae 


Dietmar Mayer grows a couple of 
rooks on the seventh rank in this 
round 5 game. 


Euphorion Webb (1624) 
Dietmar Mayer (1405) 
Kings’ Gambit C36 


1. e4 e5 2. f4 d5 3. exd5 exf4 4. 
Nf3 Nf6 5. Bb5+ c6 6. dxc6 Nxc6 
7. d4 Bd6 8. 0-0 0-0 9. Nbd2 Bg4 
10. Nc4 a6 11. Nxd6 Qxd6 12. 
Bxc6 bxc6 13. c3 Rfe8 14. Qa4 
Re2 











15. Ne5 Qd5 16. Qxc6 Rxg2« 17, 
Kh1 Qxc6 18. Nxc6 f3 19. Ne5 Reg 


20. Bg5 Ne4 21. Nxg4 Nxg5 22. Ne5 
f6 23. Nxf3 Ree2 24. Rael Rxb2 
25. h4 Nxf3 26. Rxf3 Rh2+ 27. Kg] 
Rbg2+ 28. Kfl Rxa2 29. Rd3 Rhi# 





0-1 


Sacramento Chess Club Weekend Swiss #2 
December 19 & 20, 1998 


Site: The Learning Exchange, 650 Howe Avenue, Suite 600. From US Highway 50, go 
northbound on Howe Avenue. After crossing Fair Oaks, look for Sierra (2™ signal) and turn 
right. The business complex is on the right with The Learning Exchange in the second row 
of buildings. 


Event & Schedule: 4 round swiss limited to 80 entries, in 3 sections (separate events) 
Open, 1600-2000, Under 1600. Registration: 12/19, 8:30-9:30 am. Saturday: Round 1, 
10:00 am; Round 2, 3:30 pm; Sunday: Round 3, 10:00 am; Round 4, 3:30 pm, time controls, 
30/90, G/1. 12/98 rating supplement will be used. 


Entry Fees & Prizes: Entry Fees: $45 (postmarked by 12/12), $50 on-site; Under age 19, 
$20. Prizes based on 50 adult and 10 Junior paid entries. 


Open*: 1*- 250 & Trophy, 2" - $175, U2200: 1* - $125, 2" - $100. 
1600-2000*: 1*- $190 & Trophy, 2" - $140, U1800, 1“ - $100, 2" - $75. 
U1600*: 1* - $190 & Trophy, 2" - $140; U1400, 1* - $100, 2? - $75; Jr*, 1* - $50 


Unrated players may only win asterisked (*) prizes. Prize fund and/or number of prizes in 
any section subject to change based on the total number of entries in each section. So you 
can have Christmas shopping money, prize checks will paid out upon completion of the last 
game of the tournament. 


Other: BRING SETS & CLOCKS!!! One % point bye per player is available. Late entries 
(if space is available) will be given a % point bye or paired against another late entry at the 
TD’s discretion. All byes must be requested prior to the completion of play on 12/19. Byes 
requested for round 4 must be requested prior to round | and may not be changed. No 
smoking on site; no computer entries accepted; wheelchair access. 


MORE INFO: John M‘Cumiskey: phone: (916) 557-7053 (days), (916) 428-5532 (eves 
and weekends); e-mail: jmc-Imc € pacbell.net 

Sacramento Chess Club Weekend Swiss #2 Entry Form 
Name: Phone: (. ) 
Address: 
City & State: Zip: 
,USCF ID: 
Date of Birth: (for Junior entries and USCF memberships): 
Entry Fee (circle one): $45 (postmarked by 12/12) $50 (after 12/12) 
Bye Requested: | 2 3 4 USCF Rating: 
USCF Dues: $40, Adult $30, Senior 

$17, Youth (under 19) $12, Scholastic (under 14) 
Mail to: Sacramento Chess Club, c/o 6700 50" Street, Sacramento, CA 95823 
Amount of Check: $ 


Expiration Date: 


$20 (Under 19) 
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MONTEREY NOTES 


On May 30 a three round two 
section Swiss was held with an ex- 
cellent turnout of 29 entries. The 
premier section had 13 players in- 
cluding a Senior Master, three mas- 
ters and three experts. Top rated SM 
Mladen Vucic (2451) of Fremont 
easily won this event with a 3-0 
score. Joe Kruml (2099) of Seaside 
nabbed second place with 2.5-.5 (a 
draw offer in the second round by a 
Master with a better position made 
this possible!) Third place was split 
between Romulo Fuentes (2229) of 


| South S.F., Paul Cripe (2217) of 


Modesto, Jim Hurt (1900) of San 

Jose (yes, THE Jim Hurt!) and Eric 

Stiger (1896) also from San Jose. 
The reserve section had 16 play- 


| ers consisting mostly of youngsters 


eager to spill some of our blood. (I 
want to thank Kevin Cripe as he 
does a wonderful job with these 
kids!) David McDaniel (1503) of 
Modesto and Anthony Fitzgerald 
(1404) of Seaside split first and sec- 
ond with perfect scores. A six way 
tie made the third place prize couch 
change. It was split by John Mead- 
ows (1596) of Petaluma, Alexander 
Tseung (989) of Fremont, Diana 
Dubel (980) of San Jose, Anders 
Cibrian (877) of Modesto, Luis Lopez 
(800) and yours truly. 

A very nice example of good 
sportsmanship occurred after the 
second round. Chris Black, after 
finding out that his opponent did not 
hear his draw offer insisted that the 
game be reported as a draw instead 
of a win for him. Bravo Chris! 

* x x 

On July 29 a game-a- week 
tournament concluded. Gustavo 
Martins (2074) of Monterey won this 
event outright with a perfect 4-0 
score. 

* x * 

On September 30 another two 
section three round Swiss was held. 
Alarge contingent of the Santa Cruz 
players showed up, and it felt like 
there was some kind of Monterey/ 
Santa Cruz rivalry going on! 


Recent Events from the Coast 


by Duncan Oxley 


In the top section there were 14 
players including 2 masters and 4 
experts. Richard Koepcke (2312) 
came down from Mountain View and 
with his third round defeat of Paul 
Cripe secured sole first place with a 
3-0 score. Mr. Koepcke showed him- 
self to be not only a good player but 
a good sport as well when his 2nd 
round opponent demanded they 
play downstairs in the relative chaos 
(blitz, darts etc...) of the main floor 
because he was “allergic” to flores- 
cent lighting! Dana Mackenzie 
(2175) of Santa Cruz took second 
with 2-.5. Third Place was split be- 
tween Paul Cripe, Alfred Abraham 
(1852) of Capitola and Betty Curry 
(1428) of Monterey (all with 2-1). Ms. 
Curry was playing up and was the 
lowest rated player in this group, so 
her result was excellent. In the 8 
player reserve section, llan 
Bengerman (unr.?!) of Santa Cruz 
was first with a perfect 3-0. Second 
and third was split between Chris- 
tian Janoff (1500) of Santa Cruz, 
Chris Waroff (1230) and Wolfgang 
Behm (1168) (both from Santa 
Clara. 

Please note the criteria for the 
selection of the following games was 
mainly my ability to decipher the 
score-sheets. 


Richard Koepcke (2312) 
Todd McFarren (1735) 
Monterey August 30, 1998 
Round 1 


1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 Bb4+ 
4.Bd2 Bd2+ 5.Qd2 d5 6.Nc3 0-0 
7.e3 b6 8.Rc1 Bb7 9.cd Nd5 
10.Nd5 Bd5 11.Qc2 Qd6 12.a3 
Rc8 13.Bd3 h6 14.b4 a5 15.e4 Bb7 
16.Qb3 ab 17.ab Nc6 18.0-0 Qb4 
19.Qd1 Nd4 20.Ne5 Qd6 21.Qh5 
Rf8 22.Ng4 c5 23.Rfel Qf4 24.Ne5 
Ra2 25.f3 Ne2+ 

(25...Be4 might be better, but 
black is still winning or at least 
drawing) 26.Be2 Re2 27.Re2 Qcl+ 
28.Kf2 Ba6 29.Ra2 Qf1-« 30. Kg3 
Qel« 31.Kh3 Bb5 32.Ra7 Be8 


33.Re7 f6 34.Re8 fe 35.Re6 Qd2 
36.Rb6 Qd7+ 37.Kg3 Qe7 38.Rc6 
Rf6 39.Rc8+ Rf8 40.Qg4 Rc8& 
41.Qc8+ Kf7 42.h4 g5? 43.h5 Qd6 
44.Qb7+ Qe7?? 45.Qd5+ Kf6 
46.Qc6+ Kf7 47. Q@g6+ KfS 
48.Qh6+ Kg8 49.Qg6+ Qg7 50.Qg7 
Kg7 51. Kf2 1-0 


Richard Flacco (2133) 
Richard Koepcke (2312) 
Round 2 


1.c4 c5 2.Nc3 Nf6 3.g3 d5 4.cd 
Nd5 5.Bg2 Nc7 6.f4 Nc6 7.Nf3 g6 
8.0-0 Bg7 9.d3 O-O 10.Bd2 Rb8 
11.a3 Be6 12.Ng5 Bd7 13.Rb1 a5 
14.Khl b5 15.b3 b4 16.ab cb 
17.Na4 Nb5 18.Rc1 Ncd4 19.e3 
Ne6 20.Ne4 Na3 21.Nec5 Nc5 
22.Nc5 Bb2 23.Nd7 Qd7 24.Rc5 
Qd3 25.Rd5 Qa6 26.f5 Rbd8 
27.Bc1 Rd5 28.9d5 Bf6 29.e4 Qb5 
30.Rd1 Qd5 31.Rd5 Rc8 32.Bh6 
a4 33.ba b3 34.e5 b2 35.Be4 Bg7 
36.Bg5 gf 37.Bf5 e6 0-1 


Paul Cripe (2228) 
Joe Kruml (2120) 
Round 2 


1.e4 Nc6 2.Nc3 Nf6 3.d4 d5 
4.e5 Ne4 5.Ne4 de 6.Be3 h5 7.Qd2 
Bf5 8.Ne2 e6 9.c3 Qd7 10.Nf4 a6 
11.Be2 h4 12.0-0-0 0-0-0 13.g4 
Bh7 14.h3 Qe8 15.Qc2 Be7 
16.Qa4 Nb8 17.Qe8 Rhe8 18.Bc4 
c6 19.Bb3 g5 20.Ne2 Nd7 21.c4 
c5 22.Ba4 b6 23.dc bc 24.Nc3 Rg8 
25.Bd7 Rd7 26.Na4 Rc7 27.Rd2 
Kb7 28.Rhd1 Kc6 29.b3 Rgc8 
30.Kb2 Rb7 














31.Rd6+ Bd6 32.Rd6+ Kce7 33.Nc5 


1-0 
Continued on page 30 
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we Report and photos by James Bauman E 

Humboldt July-August Open Repo! 
| Bob Snyder, a professor at Humboldt State, defeated local expert Tommy Groombridge in the last round to win 

| first place with a perfect 6-0. Bob Clayton of Arcata tied for second place with a last round victory over 17 year old Ju 

Arlen Vanek of Trinidad who won the under 1400 prize on tiebreaks. Fred Hope (our ten year old elementary the Pe 

champion) scored a very respectable 3 points. ries is 

mier ¢ 

Humboldt Coast Junior Championship practic 

17 year old Arlen Vanek of Trinadad, CA showed why he is the highest rated junior in the county. Playing in event 

his last junior tournament, Arlen easily swept past his opponents to claim the 1998 Humboldt Coast Junior low for 

Championship trophy. Joseph Seagraves of Eureka took home the second place prize by winning the playoff over in only 

Evan Markegood of Fortuna. Joseph lost his first round game to second seeded Terry Wolf of McKinleyville and io the 

then proceeded to win his last three to force a playoff for second place. Evan took the opposite approach by winning | end's 

his first 3 games to only lose to Arlen in the last round. Alex Hockenson had to forfeit his last round game with contrc 

Joseph due to a thumb injury (due to pool and not chess!) which dropped him into a five tie for fourth place. event t 

officia. 

Humboldt County Championship Leagu. 

A low turnout did not stop three of the county's top players from battling it out for the championship trophy. porati 

James Bauman of Arcata took home top honors by winning his last round game over Sylver Good. Sylver Good, for ch 

also from Arcata, finished in second place a half point ahead of top rated expert Tommy Groombridge who came in Mateo 

third. Both tournaments were directed by James Bauman with assistance from J erry Jackson. The tournaments nity, tl 

were held at the Eureka Teen Center on Saturday September 12th. Here’s the championship last round game: T 

ber of 

Challe 

Bauman,J (1820) Bf8 39.Ral Bxb4 40.Rd1 b5 46.Qa8+ Kg7 47.Qxa2 c3 48.Qc4 Ot 

Good,S (1730) 41.Qb1 Bd6 42.Qf5 a4 43.Rc1 a3 h4 49.gxh4 Rxh4 50.Qxc3 f6 Bst C 

[A45] Humboldt Championship 44.Rxc4 bxc4 45.Qxd5 a2 51.Qc6 Be7 52.d5 1-0 Boch 

Round 4 "Sd c 

took p 

1.d4 Nf6 2.Bg5 g6 3.Bxf6 exf6 4.e3 Boo 

Bg7 5.c4 d6 6.Nc3 0-0 7.g3 c6 Pro 

8.Bg2 Re8 9.Nge2 Nd7 10.0-0 f5 is s 

11.Rb1 Nf6 12.b4 Bd7 13.Qc2 Rc8 highes 

14.Rfd1 d5 15.cxd5 cxd5 16.Qb3 Pham 

Be6 17.Nf4 g5 18.Nd3 b6 19.Rbcl ! Amon; 

Ne4 20.Nb5 Qd7 21.a4 a6 22.Nc3 - 

Nxc3 23.Rxc3 Rxc3 24.Qxc3 Qxa4 he la 

25.Ral Qb5 26.Bf1 Rc8 27.Qb3 a5 Mlade 

28.Ra4 Bd7 Er. 

perfec 

= peat tc 

d a chei 

; 4 Heino! 

uj place 

A 4th-rc 

WALL E with e 

M M 73 fo, 

U210€ 

In 

29.Nc5 Rxc5 30.Bxb5 Rcl+ sectio 

31.Kg2 Bxb5 32.Ra3 Bfl+ 33.Kf3 | , p wo some | 

g4+ 34.Kf4 Bc4 35.Qb2 Rhl m i e "o -— — | tic pla 

36.Kxf5 Rxh2 37.Kxg4 h5+ 38.Kf3 Bob Snyder was undefeated in the Humboldt J uly-August Open. perien 





———— 
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A QUICK 


CHALLENGE 


Report and photo by Steve Cohen 


Just over a year-and-a-half old, 
the Peninsula G/15 Challenge se- 
ries is quickly becoming quite a pre- 
mier opportunity for good chess 
practice at all levels. The idea of the 
event (5 rounds at G/15) is to al- 
low for a full tournament experience 
in only half-a-day’s time (as opposed 
to the commitment to a full week- 


' end’s worth at the traditional time 
controls). 


While it started as an 
event to help raise money for the Un- 
official Peninsula Scholastic Chess 
League, a California non-profit cor- 


| poration serving as a chess league 


for children throughout the San 


| Mateo County Peninsula commu- 


nity, the challenging competition in 
each section has attracted a num- 
ber of local “well-knowns” at each 
Challenge. 

On Sunday, September 28, the 
last Challenge of the series before 
the Challenge Championships (to be 


| held on Saturday, December 19) 


took place at Foster City's beautiful 
Crowne Plaza Hotel's Alexandria 
Ballroom. The 8-player open sec- 
tion was headed by California's 
highest-rated player and 6-time U.S. 
Champion, GM Walter Browne. 
Among others trying to keep Browne 
from repeating as champ (he won 


| the last Challenge event) were IM 


Mladen Vucic and South Bay Mas- 
ter Kari Heinola. However, with a 
perfect score of 5-0, Browne did re- 
peat to earn the 1st place trophy and 
a check for $8130. IM Vucic and 
Heinola split the combined 2nd-3rd 
place prizes ($72.50 each) due to a 
4th-round draw between the two 


_ with each scoring 3.5. Allin all, not 


abad take from 2 hours of chess, 
eh? Incidentally, I earned the 
U2100 prize with a score of 3-2. 

In the 12-player Senior Amateur 
section, which saw a mixture of 
some of the Bay Area’s top scholas- 
tic players and a strong crop of ex- 


 perienced adults, the competition to 





win one of 
the 1Ist-5th 
place tro- 
phies (only 
the top 2 of 
which were 
accompa- 
nied by money prizes) was fierce. 
Challenge newcomer and top-seeded 
John Brand started off strong in de- 
feating some of the top scholastic 
players, including a 2nd-round vic- 
tory over last year's 2nd-grade 
champion of California Alexander 
Setzepfandt. But a 3rd-round run- 
in with South Bay's Tae Lee put a 
halt to Brand's cruise. However, a 
4th-round draw between Lee and 
John Meadows and a victory by 
Brand over Meadows in the final 
round set up a re-match for a blitz 
shoot-out play-off for 1st place be- 
tween Brand (the top senior) and 
Setzepfandt (the top junior). Win- 
ning the coin toss, Setzepfandt 
chose White; but, Brand didn't take 
long to force a perpetual check 
against his younger opponent [re- 
member, in a blitz shoot-out, a draw 
is considered as a victory by Black!] 
to earn a check for $55 and the top 
trophy. Setzepfandt took second 
place and earned a check for $10. 
Tae Lee finished in 3rd place on tie- 
breaks over John Meadows. 
Arnaldo Delucca took home the 5th- 
place trophy. 

The Junior Amateur section, 
unfortunately, was the smallest it’s 
ever been (a casualty of soccer sea- 
son and a Sunday tournament date. 
Fortunately, there were 5 competi- 
tors in the group ao a round robin 
pairing would allow each to play all 
of the others and each would get a 
full-point bye round to rest. In a 
battle between 2 young girls against 
3 young boys, newcomer Elaine 
Veksler went undefeated to earn the 
top trophy. Yuki Siegrist has been 
getting good practice by playing in 


GM Walter Browne ( right ) in his element (G/5) | 
against Kari Heinola 
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many tournaments, as demon- 
strated by his 2nd-place finish! 
John Coyne also improved over his 
last Challenge performance, allow- 
ing him to take home the 3rd-place 
trophy. Challenge first-timer Emilia 
Krubnik finished in 4th, a point 
ahead of Kyle Jensen, who earned 
the trophy for 5th. 

The next 1998 Peninsula G/15 
Challenge Championships will be 
held on Saturday, December 19, 
1998, at Go-Getter's Pizza in Fos- 
ter City. As it will be for the Cham- 
pionships, the prizes will be bigger 
than ever with more than $700 in 
cash and awards! Guaranteed prizes 
in the Open section are $200 for 1st 
(with a $50 3-peating bonus), $100 
for $2nd, $60 for 3rd and U2200 
prizes of $75 and $50. In the Se- 
nior Amateur section, the prizes of 
$90, $60, and $35 (including tro- 
phies for 1st-8th) are nice earnings 
for less than 4 hours of chess. For 
more information or a flier with en- 
try form call the UPSCL at (650) 
349-7746. 

The Challenge Championships 
should prove to be full of lots of 
chess excitement, as GM Walter 
Browne says that he’s looking for- 
ward to competing and being the 
first person to 3-peat as a G/15 
Challenge l1st-place victor. As you'll 
recall, at last-year's G/15 Challenge 
Championships, Jordy Mont- 
Reynaud’s 3-peat hopes were 
crushed by Senior Master Craig Mar. 
Also, some of the area’s top scho- 
lastic players have already indicated 
that they will be there! Perhaps it’s 
just for all of the chess excitement. 
Or, perhaps it’s because, after the 





California Chess Journal ¢ Autumn 1998 


Ze 








awards, we will be having a party 
with free pizza for all participants!! 

Speaking of excitement, after the 
Challenge event on the 27th anda 
lunch break, the UPSCL held its first 
ever WBCA-rated Blitz event. There 
were 11 players competing in the 
round-robin competition (allowing 
some scholastic players an unprec- 
edented chance to compete against 
a 6-time U.S. Champion!!!), which 
for some might have been seen as a 
nice forum for revenge from the G/ 
15 matches. After some pretty 
tough matches, Walter Browne came 
through with a perfect score to earn 
another check for the day this time, 
the guaranteed lst-place prize of 
$100! In order of pairing number, 
IM Mladen Vucic earned the $50 
2nd-place prize; Kari Heinola won 
the 3rd-place check for $25; and, 
yours truly earned the U2100 prize. 
Michael Pearson took home the top 
U1800 check for $25. Alexander 
setzepfandt won the top U1600 
check for $25 and also earned a 
special prize generously donated by 
Walter Browne to the highest-scor- 
ing under 16-year-old WBCA-mem- 
ber competing in the event (one of 
Browne's new, excellent instruc- 
tional chess videos!) 

After the pizza party on 12/ 
19th, we will host another WBCA- 
rated Blitz event with the same 
guaranteed cash prizes and a tro- 
phy for the 1st-place winner as the 
1998 Peninsula G/5 Challenge 
Champion. Hopefully you will be a 
part of the excitement. But, don't 
wait too long to sign up because 
space is limited. To encourage your 
attendance and to share some of the 
excitement you may have missed on 
september 27th (and won't want to 
miss on December 19th), here is the 
match for 1st place in the first Pen- 
insula G/5 Challenge: 


Browne (2626) 
Vucic (2405) 
98 Peninsula G/5 Challenge 
with annotations 
by Fritz5 and S. Cohen 


l.d4 Nf6, 2.c4 g6, 3.Nc3 d5 
(a.k.a. the Grunfeld Defense), 4.cxd 
Nxd5, 5.e4 Nxc3, 6.bxc Bg7, 7.Nf3 
(a sharp alternative is 7.Bc4 fol- 
lowed by 8.Ne2, and with the Knight 





at e2 instead of f3 Black will be less 
likely to play ...Bg4, since in this al- 
ternative White could respond to 
...Bg4 with f2-f3, forcing Black’s 
Bishop to waste a tempo) 7...O-O, 
8.Be2 (to avoid any problems of a 
later pin by Bc8-g4 but White's 
Bishop is developed more passively 
at e2 than c4) 8...c5 (the classical 
Grunfeld attack against White's cen- 
ter), 9.Rb1 (White offers a pawn in 
return for attacking chances) 
9...cxd, 10.cxd Qa5+, 11.Bd2 
Qxa2, 12.0-O Bg4, 13.Bg5 
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13...a5 A better alternative for 
Black, perhaps, is 13...h6, as after 
14.Bxe7 (14.Bh4 Qe6, 15.h3 Bxf3, 
16.Bxf3 Qd7, 17.d5 led to a draw 
in Komljenovic v. Sanchez Almeyra 
(San Sebastian Open, 1993, ) 
1I4..Re8, I5.Rxb7 Nd7 (15...Nc86, 
16.Bc5 Re4:, 17.Bd3 Ree8, 18.Bb5 
Rec8, 19.Qd3 Be6, 20.Rel Bd5d, 
21.Rd7 Rd8, 22.Bxc6 Bxc6, 23.Rc7 
Bd5, 24.h3 Rab8, 25.Ne5 Qa5, 
26.Nxg6 Qxel+ led to a win for 
Black in Manso v. Sanchez Almeyra 
(San Sebastian Op, 93), 16.Bb4 
Rxe4, 17.Rel Bxf3, 18.Bxf3 Rxd4, 
Black scored the point in Hultin v. 
Ernst (TM O91); also, after 13...Qe6, 
14.d5 Qe4:, 15.Rxb7 Be6, 16.Rb5 
BI». I173R68b ab, IS:Bfi Qec23. 
19.Qxc2 Bxc2, 20.Bxe7 Rc8, 21.Rc1 
aa, 22 RES Hxc, 23.Bxc5- Bf5, 
24.Ba3 Nd7, 25.Bb5 Nb6, 26.d6 
ROG; 2.7: RCS, 26,502 RÍ3:. 
Black won in Garcia Ilundain v. 
Azmaiparashvili (Pamplona 96) 
14.Rxb: (Fritz prefers 14.Bxe7, first) 
a4 (Fritz believes 14...e5!? may have 
given Black better chances), 15.d5 
(gaining space; however, Fritz gave 
White quite an advantage after 
15.Bxe7 when if 15...Re8, 16.Bb5 
looks nice for White) 15...e6 (remov- 
ing the target and thus seemingly 


saving the pawn), 16.Be7 Rc8, 
17.d6! (now White has a passed 
pawn who poses some problems for 
Black, as it is only 2 squares away 
from promotion) 17...e5 (to gain 
better control over d7, given White's 
d-pawn's threat to advance to that 
square), 18.h3 (Fritz believes that 
18.Bb5!? Qb2, 19.Qd5 would have 
been more forceful) 18...Be6 (Frit, 
prefers the blockading 18...Bd7!?), 
19.Ng5 (again, Fritz believes 19.Bb5 
leads to stronger pressure for White. 
by adding to White's control over d7, 
whereas the text move allows Black 
to move the Be6 to that square) 
19...a3? (yes, the pawn looks 
strong; but, Fritz believes Black stil] 
has chances after 19...Bb3, 20.9d3 
h6), 20.Nxe6 Qxe6 (not 20...fxe, 
allowing 21.d7), 21.d7 (the pawn 
advance forces the win of material 
for White) 21...Nxd7 (not 21...Qxe7, 
when the Queen is lost after 22.dxc/ 
Q+ and 23.Rxe7), 22.Qxd7 (not 
22.Rxd7 a2, 23.Bg4 f5, 24.exf gxf, 
25.Bxf5 Qxf5:, 26Qd5+ Kh8, when 
Black has the lead (Fritz) 
22...Qxd7, 23.Rxd7 a2, 24.Ral 
Rc2 (Black can't afford the sham 
sacrifice of 24...Rc1-«, 25.Rxc1 al/ 
Q, 26.Rxal Rxal+, 27.Kh2, as Black 
finds himself behind by a whole 
piece), 25.Bd3 Rd2 (or 25.Rb2, 
26.g3 (Fritz)), 26.Bg5 Rb2, 27.Bcl 
(White continues to harass Black's 
Rook) 27...Rb4?? (Black’s situation 
is growing steadily worse, but 
27...Rbb8 may have provided Black 
with more fighting chances, as at 
least Black protects his back-rank 
against the threatened sacrifice), 
28.Kf1(28.Rxa2! and Black can re- 
sign after losing his last hope in the 
passed a-pawn as 28...Rc8 is 
strongly met by 29.Be3 (of course, 
not 28... Rxa2, 29.Rd8- Bf8, 30.Bh6, 
to be followed as soon as playable 
by the unpreventable Rxf8mate 
However, it is understandable that 
this combination was over-looked 
due to the ever-shrinking time re- 
maining in this a G/5 match!) 
28...Bf8, 29.Rc7 Rd4, 30.Bc2 Rb4, 
31.Ke2 Bd6, 32.Rc6 Be7, 33.Rc3 
Rb5 (if 33...Rd4, 34.Rb3, followed 
by 35.Rb2, and 35.Bb3, and Black's 
a-pawn falls), 34.Bb3 Rba5, 35.Rc2 
Rb8, 36.Rcxa2! and having won the 
pawn, White went on to win. @ 
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Beginner's 











The Lonely Life of the Isolani 


Many beginners fail to consider 
how a given move in the opening 
may affect the battle in the middle- 
game and thus affect the course of 
the entire game. Often, without 
realizing it, a player sows the seeds 
of their own defeat as in the fol- 
lowing example played against a 
student. 


Teacher v. Student 
(09/13/1998) 

1.d4 Nf6, 2.Bg5 (a.k.a. the 
Trompowsky opening) 2...d5, 
3.Bxf6 (White gives Black the 
bishop pair in exchange for a per- 
manent advantage in that Black 
will now have messed-up king-side 
pawns 3...ef, 4.e3 (opening a way 
for the Bfl to develop as well as 
locking closed Black’s half-open e- 
file) 4...c5? (Weak because this al- 
lows White to play dxc in the fu- 
ture leaving Black with a weak iso- 
lated d-pawn) , 5.Nf3 (developing 
a piece who is ready to recapture 
at d4 and relieving the Queen of 
that chore; White does not fear 
5...c4, as not only does that help 
to close the position which will 
make it difficult for Black to as- 
sert the advantage of the bishop 
pair, but it brings a target closer 
to White (making it easier to at- 
tack)) 5...Nc6, 6.dxc Bxc5, 7.c3! 
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(after 7.c3) 


Now that Black has the isolani 
(a common name for an isolated d- 


by 
Steve Cohen 


pawn), the strategy of both sides is 
clear: each needs to try and con- 
trol the square in front of the pawn. 


White wants first to control the 


square in front of the pawn so that 
it has no mobility (i.e., it can't move 
on penalty of forfeiture - it would 
be lost for “free”). White then wants 
to attack the pawn with superior 
forces so that it will fall. 

Black desires to control the 
square of the isolani so that it will 
retain its mobility. Also, as the 
owner of the isolani Black would do 
well to look for ways to attack (e.g., 
making use of the c4 and e4 out- 
posts for his pieces, and the open 
c- and e-files for his Rooks). Fur- 
ther, Black has the bishop pair and 
the side with the bishop pair should 
be looking for ways to attack. 

Thus, the text move keeps the 
isolani stuck on d5 since now mov- 
ing to d4 would lead to its certain 
loss for free. Next, we could expect 
to see White’s other pieces seek to 
gain further control over d4 (a.k.a. 
the “blockade square”) before White 
directs his focus directly against the 
d5 square. In addition to helping 
with control over d4, the text move 
has an added benefit in helping to 
control b4, eliminating some hos- 
tile choices for Black’s dark- 
squared Bishop and Nc6! Black 
must get his pieces aquickly active 
or the fight for the isolani will de- 
cide the game. 

The game continued: 7...O-O, 
8.Nbd2 (I wanted to play this move 
last turn; but, if I had done so, 
Black would then be able to play 
7...d4, liquidating the isolani since 
the Nd2 blocks White's Queen's 
control over d4 and black would 
controls the square 3 to 2) 8...Be6 
(as Black's light-squared Bishop 
can't help to control d4, but White's 
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Nf3 can, perhaps it would be stron- 
ger for Black to have played 
8...Bg4, threatening to exchange 
away the bishop pair to eliminate 
one of White’s helpers for the con- 
trol of d4. Tthis is one of the rea- 
sons why the other white Knight 
is heading to b3 in case the knight 
at f3 doesn't survive), 9.Nb3 Bb6 
(preserving the bishop pair; also, 
the side with the isolani generally 
desires to avoid exchanges of 
pieces, since the isolani usually is 
a weakness in the end-game when 
all of its benefits have disappeared) 

10.Nbd4 (in the words of 
Nimzowitsch, "Blockade!") 
10...Re8, 11.Bb5 Nxd4 
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(after 11.. Nxd4) 

A nice try at tactics, but White 
does not swallow the bait. Black 
hopes that White will be greedy 
and play 12.Bex8 when the in-be- 
tween move 12...Nf3+ (before 
13...Qxe8), nets Black two pieces 
for the Rook. However, since White 
doesn't bite all that has happened 
is that Black has effected an ex- 
change of pieces and remember 
that the side with the isolani gen- 
erally desires to avoid exchanges. 

From here, the game contin- 
ued: 12.Nxd4 Re7 (the attack by 
the Bb5 was still there), 13.O-O a6, 
14.Ba4 (When White's Bishop de- 
veloped at b5 it was not to exchange 
for the Nc6 (which would have al- 
lowed Black to recapture with bxc, 
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George of the Chessboard. 


In his ten endgame rules, 
Reuben Fine wrote that bishops are 
better than knights in all but 
blocked pawn positions. When the 
pawns (the lower board players) 
were done with their games the Ber- 
keley Bishops Chess Team pulled 
out wins in the last two games in 
their January 24, 1998 match 
against the Weibel Elementary 
School Chess Team. The Bishops 
had checkmated Weibel. 

For the last five years Weibel's 
Charging Knights and the Berkeley 
Chess Schools Bishops have met 
across the chess board. Since the 
Weibel School goes to sixth grade, 
the Berkeley Bishops only use their 
elementary school age players. This 
year Elizabeth Shaughnessy, direc- 
tor of the Berkeley Chess School and 
former Woman's National Chess 
Champion of Ireland, and Alan 
Kirshner, coach of the Weibel EI- 
ementary School Team, agreed to 
contest 29 boards. Each of the com- 
petitors played a game as white and 
a game as black with a 45 minute 
time control. 

Elizabeth Shaughnessy's Berke- 
ley Chess School has introduced 
chess classes with experienced play- 
ers and teachers in many East Bay 
Schools. The Bishops are the elite 
of this group. This year's Berkeley 
Bishop Team of 29 derived from 22 
different schools. The players on the 
Weibel Chess Team all attend one 
elementary school in Fremont. 

At the outset of the match, held 
at Weibel this year, the record of 


ae 








By Alan M. Kirshner 


their previous matches 
stood at 2-2. Weibel had 
won the first two years 
and Berkeley the last two 
years. Richard Shorman, 
who instructs students 
on both teams, feels that 
this competition has 
forced both groups to look for ways 
to improve their programs. I do not 
know about Elizabeth, but in my 
case Richard’s insight is correct. 
This year I decided to stop going it 
alone. I hired four other teachers— 
Richard Shorman, Hans 
Poschmann, Rob Nicholson and 
Micah Fisher-Kirshner—and di- 
vided the class of 45 into smaller 
groups. I know that no other scho- 
lastic program in Northern Califor- 
nia would have forced me to this 
action. Elizabeth Shaughnessy’s 
group is the only scholastic team 
challenge the Knights have faced in 
recent years. Weibel, while having 
great depth, lacks the strongest in- 
dividual players in Northern Cali- 
fornia. This has caused the Weibel 
team some losses at the CalChess 
State Scholastic Championships. At 
that meet only the four top finish- 
ers from a school have their points 
counted. Yet, we have won a team 
championship in the CalChess State 
Scholastic or the California Grade 
Level every year since 1990. 
Elizabeth's program allows us to test 
our depth against the best competi- 
tion and helps prepare us for these 
two state championships. 
Elizabeth and I see this year as 
a building year for our teams as we 
had mostly lower school grade level 
players. Yet, they all performed 
beautifully. Both teams confronted 
the difficulty of fielding a large num- 
ber of young chess players. Eliza- 
beth had to replace a player at the 
last moment and one of the Bish- 
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WEIBEL KNIGHTS VS, 
BERKELEY BISHOPS 


ops never showed. Two Weibel 
Knights, scheduled for the higher 
boards, caught the flu so I feverishly 
made last minute substitutes. 

After the first round, the Charg- 
ing Knights led 15 to 14. During 
half-time the Weibel and Berkeley 
parents served snacks. The coaches 
inspired their players with bribes 
and threats. I told mine if they won 
they would get an ice-cream social. 
I heard from a parent that they told 
the Bishops that if they lost they 
would have to walk back to Berke- 
ley. 

The round started with an im- 
mediate agreed to draw on Board 25, 
The results, posted on a large 
whiteboard, kept changing—Weibel, 
Berkeley, Weibel, Berkeley, Weibel. 
Finally, with the last three games 
Berkeley pulled ahead to win the 
tournament 30.5 to 27.5. The Bish- 
ops' all-stars had stopped the 
Charging Knights of Weibel for a 
third straight year. Next year we will 
meet in Berkeley. I decided that in- 
stead of offering my players an ice- 
cream social to inspire a win, | 
would threaten them with leaving 
them in Berkeley. 


Here’s one of the better games be- 
tween two second grader's: 


Sharon Tseung ( Weibel - 644) 
Daichi Siegrist (Berkeley - 731) 


1.e4 e5 2.d4 ed 3.c3 dc 4.Nc3 
Nf6 5.Nf3 Bb4 6.Bd3 0-0 7.0-0 
Nc6 8.a3 Bc3 9.bc Re8 10. Rel 
d6 11.e5 de 12.Bg5 Qd7 13.Bf6 
gf 14.Nh4 Qd8 15.h3 Kh8 16.Qf3 
Rg8 17.Rad1 Qe7 18.Qh5 Rg7 
19.Nf5 Bf5 20.Bf5 Qa3 21.Re3 Nad 
22.Rg3 Rag8 23.Rg7 Rg7 24. Rd8+ 
Rg8 25.Qh7mate 
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CalChess Board Minutes 





The CalChess board con- 
vened at 3:20pm on Sunday, 
October 18th, 1998 at Cafe La 
Dolce Vita in Palo Alto, Califor- 
nia. Attending were Richard 
Koepcke, Tom Dorsch, Allan 
Fifield, Alan Kirshner, Hans 
Poschmann, Doug Shaker and 
Mike Splane. Eric Schiller, 
Carolyn Withgitt, and John 
McCumiskey were absent. 

Richard Koepcke an- 
nounced that the position of 
Secretary on the CalChess 
board was vacant. Doug 
Shaker, the current Member- 
ship Secretary, inquired as to 
just how much work was in- 
volved in being the Secretary. 
After being assured that it was 
just taking notes and writing up 
minutes, Mr. Shaker was per- 
suaded to volunteer for the of- 
fice. Mr. Shaker was unani- 
mously elected. 

Richard Koepcke explained 
that the current USCF method 
of governance awards voting 
memberships to the state affili- 
ate organizations to allocate as 
they see fit. CalChess has the 
right to 19 voting members in 
addition to the voting member- 
ships that are allocated to USCF 
Policy Board members. These 
voting memberships are usually 
given by the CalChess board to 
USCF members who are active 
in Northern California chess 
activities and who are likely to 
vote in the USCF elections. The 
following CalChess members are 
USCF voting members by virtue 
of their membership on the 
USCF policy board: Tom Dorsch 
and James Eade. Richard 


by Doug Shaker 
CalChess Secretary 


Koepcke is a voting member as 
Region XI Vice-President. 

After some discussion, the 
following voting members were 
agreed upon unanimously: Joan 
Arbil, Mike Arne, Allan Fifield, 
Alfred Hansen, Alan Kirshner, 
Fred Leffingwell, John 
McCumiskey, Tom Maser, Keith 
Mehl, Ray Orwig, Mark Pinto, 
Hans Poschmann, Doug Shaker, 
Eric Schiller, Mike Splane, Den- 
nis Wajckus, Arthur Wang, 
Carolyn Withgitt, Donald 
Wolitzer. Elizabeth Karnazes 
and Mike Goodall were also ap- 
proved unanimously as alter- 
nates. 

Doug Shaker, the Member- 
ship Secretary, then outlined his 
plans for a membership drive. 
However, he cautioned that 
CalChess memberships appear 
to be selling for a loss as the cost 
of producing and mailing one 
copy of the California Chess 
Journal is currently about 
S4.50 per issue. If membership 
does not increase, CalChess is 
selling a $18 product for $12. 
Mr. Shaker also noted that 
bringing the membership up to 
700 members would lower the 
cost of producing and mailing 
the magazine to about $3 per 
issue, with a per-year magazine 
cost of about $12 per member. 
However, Mr. Shaker also noted 
that the cost of finding and re- 
cruiting a new CalChess mem- 
ber seems to be about $4. Mr. 
Shaker suggested raising the 
membership dues to deal with 
this problem. Other possibili- 
ties were also explored, includ- 
ing reducing the size or fre- 


quency of California Chess 
Journal publication. However, 
the size and/or frequency would 
have to be more than halved for 
this alternative to succeed. The 
following membership fee struc- 
ture was approved, unani- 
mously, effective January 1l, 
1999: 

One year, regular membership $15 
Two years, regular membership $28 
Three years, regular membership $41 
One year, scholastic membership $13 
One year, family membership $17 

Richard Koepcke mentioned 
that it was CalChess's turn to 
host the Region XI Women's 
Championship. He asked Doug 
Shaker to consider hosting that 
tournament at the same time as 
the Sojourner Truth Chess 
Tournament for Girls. This is a 
tournament being run by Mr 
Shaker on January 9th and 
10th. Mr. Shaker agreed to try 
to find a way to add in the 
women’s championship. 

There was also some discus- 
sion of ways to host a Northern 
California Junior Champion- 
ship, i.e. a championship of 
players under 20 years of age. 
One possible solution was to 
make it a invitational tourna- 
ment held at the Mechanics In- 
stitute. There was no resolution 
of this topic. 

The next scheduled meeting 
of the CalChess board will be at 
2:00 p.m. on Sunday, January 
31st, 1999 at the Ohlone Col- 
lege cafeteria, 43600 Mission 
Blvd., Fremont, California. This 
coincides with the Bay Area 
Ohlone Tourney and Collegiate 
Championship. 
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Continued from page 23 


David Maradei (1723) 
Paul Cripe (2228) 
Round 1 


1.e4 c5 2.Nc3 d6 3.Bc4 Nc6 
4.h3 g6 5.Nf3 Bg7 6.Ng5 Ne5 
7.Bb5+ Bd7 8.f4 Bb5 9.fe Ba6 
10.e6 Nh6 11l.ef+ Kd7 12.d3 e6 
13.0-0 Qe7 14.Ne2 Rf8 15.c3 Nf7 
16.Nf3 g5 17.Nh2 h5 18.c4 g4 
19.Nf4 Bd4+ 20.Kh1 Rg8 21.Qel 
Ne5 22.h4 g3 23.Be3 Be3 24.9e3 
gh 25.Rf2 Ng4 0-1 


Charles Cohen (1707) 
Harold Parker (1655) 
Round 2 


1.Nf3 Nf6 2.d4 d5 3.c4 e6 
4.Nc3 Be7 5.Bg5 c6 6.e3 Nbd7 
7.Bd3 0-0 8.0-0 de 9.Bc4 Nd5 
10.Be7 Qe7 11.e4 Nc3 12.bc e5 
13.Rel Kh8 14.Bd3 f6 15.Qe2 ed 
16.cd Nb6 17.h3 Be6 18.Radl1 
Rad8 19.Bbl1 Rfe8 20.Qc2 Bg8 
21.e5 fe 22.Re5 Qf6 23.Rdel Re5 
24.de Qe7 25.Qf5 RfÍS 26.0g5 Qg5 
27.Ng5 h6 28.e6 Re8 29.Nf7+ Bf7 
30.ef Re8+31.Kh2 Nd7 32.Bf5 Nfs 
33.Kg3 g6 34.Bc2 Kg7 O-1 


Continued from page 27 

turning the isolated pawn into hang- 
ing pawns, a more manageable mess), 
but a way to reach the square b3 from 
where that Bishop can aim at the 
isolani, directly. White already con- 
trols the square in front of the isolani, 
so now is the time to attack the pawn, 
itself! Thus, Black's move of a6, in fact, 
helps White to achieve his plan) 
14...9d6, 15.Qd3 (both players seek 
to weaken the opposing king-side 
pawns...) 15...Bc7 (threatening 
16...Qh2:#), 16.23 Bh3?!, 17.Nf5! (by 
forking Black's Queen and Re7, White 
forces Black to bring back the light- 
squared Bishop to capture the Knight 
who is no longer needed for blockad- 
ing duty. This will also lead to White 
removing his Queen from the d-file to 
prepare for the doubling of Rooks on 
the d-file to attack the isolani directly) 
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(after 17.Nf5 Note, the pieces are leav- 
ing, but the isolani is going nowhere!) 
17..BxI5, 15. 0x15. Re5; 19:013 b5, 
20.Bb3! (as planned) Rae8? (perhaps 
a better chance would lie in 20...b4, 
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C.C.J. Submission Policy 


Our CCJ copy submission policy re. 
mains 'author friendly. While our prefer. 
ence is for electronic submission, typewrit. 
ten or neat handwritten copy is acceptable. 
Electronic submission allows you to include 
game scores, chess diagrams, and digitized 
photos. In general, tournaments submitted 
in an electronic format will be allotted more 
space. Our preference is for Microsoft Word 
files with diagrams created using the Linares 
Please feel free to contact me if you 
have any questions on how to submit mate- 
rial to California Chess Journal. 


The next deadline for C.C.J. 


submissions is December 15th. 


Allan Fifield, PO Box 27 
Visalia, CA 93279-0027 


Days: (209)-651-3300 #371 * Nights: 
(209)-734-2784 * FAX: (209)-651-0739 


CompuServe: 102033,3421 
AOL: jostensvis 
Internet: fifiela@jostens.com 


hitting at c3 as a way to weaken 
WhiteOs control over d4), 21.Rfdl 
Rd8, 22.Rd3 Bb6, 23.Rad1 
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2a 5 c ud .f sh 
(after 23.Rad1) 

All of White’s pieces are aiming at 
the isolani and I don’t think it likes 
all the attention. The isolani must 
must fall! Note also that all of White’s 
attacking pieces are on light-colored 
squares so that Black’s dark-squared 
Bishop wonOt be able to interfere with 
their attack 23...d4 (so Black just jet- 
tisons the pawn, which doesn't help), 
24.exd (keeping Black’s Bishop shut 
out) 24...Ree8, 25.Re3! (White wants 
exchanges) Rf8, 26.Rde1 Bc7, 27.Re7! 
(invasion of the 7th rank), and White 
went on to win. 

In that game, Black took on an 
isolani in the opening, did not attend 
to its needs, and after a difficult 
middle-game, Black never had hope. 
Planning for how a current move will 
affect you in the future will havea 
dramatic effect on your game! After 
all, in chess, every move counts! 
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The CalChess Calendar of Events 
(*= CalChess discount) last update 9-25-98 


1998 
Nov. (QS uso [Eri-Dunl ee Capps (San Fran) ooo socer AOI REI Ss a rea Dread notis (JA2)* 
NOV — MJ Gu end (Sat cus sce Chess for Kids Fresno]. eresse as aede es (AF) 
Nov. 14315, eas (Sat-Sun)... LERA Oounnyvale] .....o ooccads niente vescansens obevsnacrecspeedar cence teers (JH) 
NOV. MIS V io e e (Sat). Stanford Sect. ooo eee aeo e eee nar (AK2) 
Nov. 92Pb42. ees (Sat-Sun)......... Fresno Championship (Presid) cc... sc csscovsecseeseresedesacnsnscass (DW)* 
Deo Deea ere Sate LI EX Chess for Kids (E Xeter]. uu eese de oe i eere beo Ee oe so Ea (AF) 
Dec IPIS e 6 Fri Sut) oe Mechanies MASTS Leoa a ek os he vw meee Re Ao e Ad ed n (JA2) 
Dec." 19920... (Dat-Sun)......... Suc CO Weekend. uus esos rod ores eiretihettke i esee (JM)* 

1999 
dan. 9-10 osse (Sat-Sun)... Sojourner ruilh Tor Giris eee ern rere eee rends (DS) 
gan FIO oeei: (Sat-Sun) ......... Region XI Womens OPen.. -nair ae ainean oiis (DS) 
uan 446-15. 5. o (Sat-Mon) ........ MIN DSACHeHPHORDE coe ia ee ee sere e Een) (JM)* 
dad 3D Seir: (Sal)... NUS Chess for Kids (Hartford)... usse ebatstecex mede eset tee ree eo (AF) 
Jan. 30-91. osos (Sat-Sun) ......... Day Area ORIONE oaro e esee tires iei ee GIP)” 
M OE S AI eee (Fri-Sun) ccc Mechanics Amateur (San Francisco) ..................... eene (JA2) 
Mar 2021... veo (Sat-Sum);........ Bram AO ooa ete rete rechner EM ER RR EE EET (BW) 
Apt 16-18... aa Eri unl... Mechanics Senior (San Fran... eee eere ee eo vno eene nog (JA2) 
Aug | 10-19... o5 E eoo eire U.S. Open, 9 rounds, Sands Hotel (Reno) eee (JW) 


Annual Events 


MLK weekend (mid Jan.) (RK) 

Presidents’ Day Weekend: People’s (Berkeley) (DS) 
1st weekend March (Fri-Sun): SF Amateur (JA2) 
State Schol. Champ. (last weekend March) 

LERA Memorial Day (JH) 


2nd weekend June (Fri-Sun): Stamer (JA2) 

Labor Day weekend (1st weekend Sept.) (TD) 

Last weekend Oct. (Fri-Sun): Western Open (Reno) (JW) 
2nd weekend Nov. (Fri-Sun): Capps (JA2) 

LERA Thanksgiving (JH) 





RK = Richard Koepcke, 
2047 Montecito Ave.#30, 
Mountain View 94043 
(650)964-2640 


Tournament Organizers 


JM =John McCumiskey, 


JA =Jeff Andersen, MG2 = Michael Ghormley, 


P.O. Box 10845, 5120 Alcott Dr., 6700 50th St., 
Napa 94581 Sacramento 95820 Sacramento 95823-1306 
(707) 251-8175 (916) 388-1601 (916)428-5532 

JA2= Joan Arbil, mjg99@yahoo.com jmec-Ime@pacbell.net 


57 Post St., DH = Dan Holbrook, CP = Charles Pigg, 
Mechanics Rm408 1220 Elliott #42, 429 Vista Ct., Livermore 
94101 Paradise 95969 94550 


(510) 447-5067 

= Hans Poschmann, 
4621 Sneeca Park Ave., 
Fremont 94538 

(510) 656-8505 
hspwood2@home.net 

= Jimmy Plumb, 

1878 W. 11 St. #144, 


(415) 421-2258 
Chessroom@aol.com 
= Tom Dorsch, 

P.O. Box 7453, 
Menlo Park 94026 
(415)322-0955. 

- James Eade, 

021 Fanita Way, 


(916) 877-3911 
JH -« Jim Hurt, 
P.O. Box 461, 
Tahoma 96142 
(916) 525-7912 
(970) 285-7041(CO) 
AK - Alan Kirshner, 
66 Indian Hill Plaza, 


HP 


JE 


Menlo Park 94025 Fremont 94539 Tracy 95376 
(415)328-9785 (510) 657-1586 (209)823-0511, 

AF = Allan Fifield, hegemon@hooked.net hereshope9@nreach.com 
PO Box 27, AK2= Adrian Keatinge-Clay, DS = Doug Shaker, 
Visalia 93279 P.O. Box 10649 2030 Mills Ave., 
(209) 734-2784 Stanford University Menlo Park 94025 

MG = Mike Goodall, 94309 (415)854-2545 
461 Peachstone Terr., (415)497-0589 doug@theshakers.org 
San Rafael 94903 adriankc@leland. SS = Steve Smallwood, 


(415) 491-1269 stanford.edu 1028 Cassia Way, 
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Sun COM 


| and annotated games to CCJ: 


Sunnyvale 94086 
(408) 247-8510 
stephen677@aol.com. 

BW = Brad West, 
204 Four Lakes Dr., 
Blanchard, OK 73010 
(405) 485-3477 

DW = Dennis Wajckus, 
5924 E. Illinois Ave., 
Fresno 93727-3566 
(209) 252-4484 

JW =Jerome Weikel, 
6578 Valley Wood Dr., 
Reno NV 89523 

(702) 747-1405 


Tournament Clearinghouse | 
Don Wolitzer | 
2130 Mercury Rd. | 
Livermore, CA 94550 
(S10) 455-4119 
dwolitzer@ aol.com 


Send tournament reports 


Allan Fifield 
PO Box 27 
Visalia 93279-0027 
(209) 734-2784 
102033,342 1 @compuserve.com 
jostensvis @ aol.com 
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Club Directory 








Places to play chess in Northern California and Northern Nevada 


Arcata 

Monday, 6-10 pm 

Arcata Chess Club 
Conference Room, Arcata 
Library 

James Bauman 707-822-7619 


Berkeley 

Friday, 7:15 p.m. 
Berkeley City Club 

2315 Durant 

A. Glasscoe 510-652 5324 


Burlingame 

Thursday, 7:30 p.m. 
Burlingame Lions Hall 
990 Burlingame Ave 

Scott Wilson 650-355-9402 


Campbell 

Kolty Chess Club 
Thursdays 7-11:30 p.m. 
Campbell Comm Ctr 
Winchester/W.Campbell 

F. Leffingwell 408-224-0743 


Carmel 

Call for current information 
Randall Swanson 
408-626-6113 


Carmichael 
Monday 6-10 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Ctr. 
4701 Gibbons 


Chico 

Thursday 7-11 p.m. 

Mtn Mike's Pizza 

1722 Mangrove Ave 

Barry Nelson 916-873-3107 


Davis 

Thursday 7 p.m. 

Hunt Hall UCD, Room 241 
Dave Johnson 916-756-2752 


Fremont 

Fridays 7:00-on 

sugu's Coffee 

3602 Thornton Ave, Fremont 
Hans Poschmann 
510-656-8505 


Fresno 

Mondays 6-11 p.m. 

Carls Jr. 

3820 N. Cedar Ave. 

D. Wajckus 209-252-4484 


Hayward 

Monday 7-9 p.m. 

Hayward Library 

Mission at C St 

Kerry Lawless 510-785-9352 


Humboldt County 
Call for current information 
Bob Phillips 707-839-4674 


Livermore 

Fridays 7-12 p.m. 

South Cafeteria 

Lawrence Livermore Lab 
Charles Pigg 510-447-5067 


Merced 

Merced Chess Club 

Friday 6:30 p.m. 

Merced Mall Food Court 
Dave Humpal 209-722-0764 


Madera 

Thursdays 7:00 p.m. 
Carls Jr. 

Madera Ave. & Hwy 99 
Bill Hicks 209-675-3094 


Modesto Chess Club 
Tuesday 6-10:30 p.m. 
shakeys Pizza 

McHenery Avenue 

John Barnard 209-785-7895 


Monterey 

Open daily except Mon. 
430 Alvarado St. 
Yudacufski 408-646-8730 


Paradise 

Tuseday 7-10 p.m. 

Paradise Senior Center 
Barry Nelson 916-873-3107 


Porterville 
Wednesday 7 p.m. 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Corner of Henderson & 
Indiana 


Hans Borm 209-784-3820 


Reno, NV 

sun-Thurs 6:30 p.m. 

2850 Wrondel Way, Suite D 
Club: 702-827-3867 

Jerry Weikel 702-747-1405 


Richmond 
Fridays 6 p.m. 
Richmond Library 
26th & MacDonald 


Ross Valley 
(Marin County) 
For current info, write: 
P.O. Box 69 

Ross CA 94957 


Sacramento 
Wednesday 6-10 p.m. 
senior Citizens Ctr 
915-27th St. 

Stewart Katz 916-444-3133 
CSU Sacramento 

Student Union Bldg. 


San Anselmo 
Tuesday 7 p.m. 

Round Table Pizza, 

Red Hill Shpping Ctr 

Sir Francis Drake Blvd 
Jim Mickle 415-457-2719 


San Francisco 
Mechancis’ Institute 
Open daily 

57 Post St, 4th Floor 
Jim Eade 650-328-9785 


San Jose 

Tue & Fri, Noon-4 p.m. 
Willows Senior Center 

2175 Lincoln Avenue 

Jerry Marshall 408-267-1574 


Santa Clara 

2d Sat. Each month 
2:15-6:15 p.m. 

Mary Gomez Park 

F. Sierra 408-241-1447 


Santa Rosa 

Tuesdays 6-10:45 p.m. 
Sonoma Coffe Company 
521 4th Street 

Keith Halonen 707-578-6195 


Santa Rosa 

Ist & Last Saturdays of 
month 

Adult & Youth Chess Club 
of Sonoma County 
Rincon Valley Library 
Conference Room 

6959 Montecito Blvd, 
Santa Rosa 

Mike Haun 707-537-0162 


Stanford 

Monday 7:30-10:30 p.m. 
Student Union, Rm 550-550d 
Andrian Keatinge-Clay 
415-497-0598 


Sunnyvale 

LERA 

Tuesday, 8 p.m. 

Lockheed Rec Ctr, Bldg #160 
Ken Stone 408-629-5530 


Tulare 

Thursday, 6:30 p.m. 

A&W Root Beer 

133 North ‘J’ Street 

Ward Forman 209-688-6386 


Vallejo 

Fridays 7:00 p.m. 

Senior Citizens Ctr 

333 Amador St 

Frank Harris 707-644-3004 


Visalia 

Wednesday 7 p.m. 

Carl’s Jr-Von's Ctr 

Hwy 198 & Chinowth 
Allan Fifield 209-734-2784 


Yuba-Sutter 

Mon & Wed 7-11 p.m. 
Carls Jr 

Bridge St & Hwy 99, Yuba 
City 

Tom Giertych 916-671-1715 
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